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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NO SENIOR FEES...The Cranford Township Committee met on July 17 to discuss
waiving fees for seniors at the Cranford Community Center. Pictured, clockwise from
the top, are: Mayor Michael Plick, Commissioner George McDonough, Commis-
sioner George Jorn, Clerk Tara Rowley, Administrator Marlena Schmid, Commis-
sioner David Robinson and Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak. See story on page 3.

Tax Bills to Be Mailed
By End of Month

WESTFIELD — Westfield Tax
Collector Susan Noon has announced
that the town has received its tax rate
for 2007-2008. Tax bills will be mailed
out by the end of the month.

State statute gives taxpayers 25 cal-
endar days from the date the bill is
postmarked to pay. Payments received
after that period accrue interest back
to the original August 1 due date.

November 2007 and February and
May 2008 tax payment due dates will
not change due to this late tax billing.

Residents can receive e-mail re-
minders of quarterly tax-payment due
dates by registering under tax-depart-
ment notifications under “e-alert e-
mail updates” at  westfieldnj.gov.

The tax collector’s office will be
open on Wednesday, August 1, from
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Residents can call
(908) 789-4051, ext. 4050, or e-mail
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
MISCHIEF MANAGED…Beth Budnick of Westfield, dressed as Hogwarts Headmaster Albus Dumbledore, celebrates
after winning the raffle to be the first Muggle to receive “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows” at Westfield’s Town Book
Store at midnight on Friday. Earlier in the evening, her Dumbledore outfit won the book store’s costume contest.

Tpk. Authority OK’s Pacts to
Redesign Parkway Exit 135

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK— The New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority took action Monday
on redesigning the traffic circle at the
Clark/Westfield exit of the Garden
State Parkway, exit 135, by approv-
ing construction and construction
management contracts in excess of
$4.7 million. Construction is sched-
uled for completion in May of 2008.

Turnpike Executive Director Michael
Lapolla, a Westfield resident, said pre-
construction will begin by September.

“I think it’s (the project) about 30
years overdue. (Exit) 135 is probably
the most problematic interchange on
the parkway,” Mr. Lapolla said in a
phone interview on Tuesday.

Tilcon New York Inc. of West Nyack,
NY was awarded the nearly $4.3 mil-
lion contract for the installation of four
traffic signals and two connector roads.

The project includes lighting improve-
ments and the milling and resurfacing
of the existing roadways within the
interchange. The authority awarded
Dewberry-Goodkind, Inc. a $424,000
construction management services
contract to oversee the project.

Mr. Lapolla said the project is ex-
pected to alleviate traffic backups
that he said are “frightening” in terms
of the safety risks they present to
motorists. He noted that in addition
to Clark and Westfield, the inter-
change provides access to roadways
connecting to Rahway and Linden.

“We think this will help anyone
who is traveling in the area… It will
be a major improvement,” he said.

Improvements will include the re-
alignment and widening of existing
northbound and southbound Garden
State Parkway ramps at Exit 135 to
provide better sight distance, as well
as the construction of two new con-
nector roads, according to a press re-
lease put out by the authority when the
project was unveiled in June of 2006.

The connector roads will allow traf-
fic to take advantage of four traffic
signals to be installed at the intersec-
tions of Central Avenue and the Garden
State Parkway ramps, officials said.

HATS OFF...Union County and Morris County detec-
tives and FBI agents apprehended James Madison, the
alleged “hat bandit” bank robber, at his Maplewood
home on Monday morning. Surveillence photos above
show the “mad hatter” robbing various banks during a
robbery spree that spanned 11 months.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DIVISION CHAMPIONS…The Westfield White 11-year-old baseball team
celebrates after pulling off a 5-4 come-from-behind victory over Montville at
Gumbert Field on July 22 to claim the New Providence Green League division
title. See stories on pages 9 and 10.

Gatehouse Subdivision Opponents:
‘Need to Invoke Whole Town in Fight’

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Nearly 50
Westfield residents gathered on Brian
and Kathy Fitzpatrick’s front lawn
on Tuesday evening to discuss plans
to prevent the
pending subdivi-
sion of a
W y c h w o o d
“ G a t e h o u s e ”
property at 200
Canterbury Road.

The Steering
Committee to
Save the
Gatehouse and
other residents
will present their
ideas in opposi-
tion to the new
property at the
August 6 town
planning board
meeting. If their
efforts fail, a new
home will be built
on the divided
part of the Can-
terbury Road
property.

The steering
committee, com-
prised of Bruce
Blumberg, former
mayor Garland
“Bud” Booth, Jack Boyle, Madeline
Dwyer, Mr. Fitzpatrick, Amy Jester,
Betty List and Brian Molloy, orga-
nized the informational gathering to
discuss legal options and answer resi-

dents’ questions.
Mr. Molloy, an attorney, addressed

the group, highlighting the impor-
tance of the upcoming planning board
meeting.

“We need everyone’s support be-

cause this is not an easy application
to deny,” he said.

Mr. Boothe added, “We need to
have a mob scene.”

The committee, which has been

working since the winter, has hired
attorney Jim Flynn and a traffic safety
expert to represent its position at the
meeting. “The real issue to hang our
hats on is safety,” Mr. Molloy said.

Mr. Molloy said the proposed
driveway would
run parallel to
Wychwood and
exit onto
Wychwood Road,
cutting across two
Wychwood lanes.

When asked
what makes this
specific driveway
unsafe, Mr.
Molloy re-
sponded that cars
would be forced
to make a wide
turn into lanes of
traffic in both di-
rections. He
added, “Our ap-
proach has been
not a personal in-
sult to a neighbor,
but our problems
with the plan.”

Mr. Fitzpatrick
told the group that
although the hear-
ing must start in
August, “the short-
term objective is to

get the planning board to agree that
the hearing must be put aside until (a)
traffic expert conducts studies, or un-
til October or November.”

In addition to traffic and safety,
the character of the area is a concern
for many residents. “There are up-
starts who move here who don’t re-
alize how long we have worked to
preserve the history of this town.
Lots of generations have worked to
preserve the history, and then they
come and ruin Canterbury Road,”
said May Furst, a 40-year Westfield
resident.

Residents also voiced concerns
about the real-estate values of neigh-
boring houses; some fear prices
would decrease due to the new con-
struction.

In addition, attendees discussed
how the subdivision and subsequent
construction would affect the area’s
ambiance.

“It’s going to destroy such a beau-
tiful area,” Mrs. Fitzpatrick said.

Cynthia Waterbury, a Kimball Av-
enue resident, suggested increasing
public awareness. “We should make
it a real issue and get the whole town
involved,” she said to the group.

Having a table at FestiFall and mak-
ing yard signs in favor of saving the
gatehouse were among the ideas resi-
dents presented.

“This is a classic landmark in this
town,” said Mr. Fitzpatrick.

However, without sufficient mon-
etary funds to carry out the traffic
studies and pay for attorney fees,
“we’re done,” he said. “We need to
invoke the whole town of Westfield in
this fight.”

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
CANTERBURY TALE...Wychwood community residents examine plans for the
proposed subdivision of the Wychwood “Gatehouse” property at 200 Canterbury
Road at a neighborhood meeting on Monday night. The steering committee, which
residents formed to present their opposition to the subdivision plan, hosted the
meeting on the Fitzpatrick family lawn to talk about the presentations they will
make at the town planning board’s August 6 meeting, at which the gatehouse
application is slated for discussion.

GW Schools Superintendent Will Not Return
For 2007-08 Year Due to Medical Condition

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
board of education meeting, officials
confirmed that Superintendent of
Schools William J. Murphy’s present
medical condition would prevent him
from returning to his position for the
2007-2008 school year.

Regarding the chief school
administrator’s contract, Board Attor-
ney John Geppert explained for pur-

poses of compliance that the borough
had provided the public with adequate
notice; however, due to the personal
nature of the situation, discussions of
the superintendent’s position would
continue in a private executive hear-
ing, closed to the public.

Acting Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley addressed a change
that will be made to the school calen-
dar in order to maintain the structure
of four even marking periods. With-
out the change, middle-school stu-
dents would lose a week’s worth of
class time during their cycles because
of the Thanksgiving holiday falling
earlier than usual this year. For ex-
ample, she said, “If your child loves
art, they would be shortchanged.”

She also pointed out Garwood’s
high percentage of student attendance,
saying how “Garwood students like
to come to school.”

The acting superintendent de-
scribed the month of July as a “piv-
otal month” and a “time for reflec-
tion” regarding what was accom-
plished throughout the year and what
improvements can be made for the
future.

Borough resident Bruce Paterson
of Willow Avenue said he would like
to see a program that encourages stu-
dents to walk to school. He refer-
enced an article that appeared in The
Westfield Leader discussing a similar

program that was made possible by
grants given to the Town of Westfield.

“How come we’re not getting any
grants?” Mr. Patterson asked.

In other business, buildings and
grounds committee chairwoman Lisa
Marano said summer cleanup
projects, such as landscaping and fur-
niture replacement, are “going well.”
She said that per the library board of
trustees, a freestanding sign is the
preferred method of signage, rather
than one that would require an excess
of 92 holes to be drilled into the
library building.

Garwood resident and former board
of education member Linda Koenig
of 4th Avenue said she was displeased
with the “wrangling” over the issue
of the sign because, she said, most
people do not see anything wrong
with the sign as it is.

In a closing statement, board presi-
dent Adele Lewis reiterated a state-
ment made earlier in the meeting by
board member Christine Guerriero,
that “what we have with Clark is not
just a contract, but a partnership.”

Ms. Lewis and Michael Bonaccorso,
the Clark Board of Education presi-
dent, have tentatively agreed on form-
ing committees that would implement
strategies through which Garwood and
Clark could share expenses and ser-
vices to work towards “joint profes-
sional development.”

Police Arrest ‘Mad Hatter’ Suspect
In Maplewood After 18th Heist

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION – A man matching the de-
scription of the “Mad Hatter,” a robber
who struck 18 different banks in New
Jersey and accumulated more
than $60,000, was apprehended
Monday after a bank robbery
on Sunday in Union Township.

Eileen Walsh, assistant pros-
ecutor for Union County, con-
firmed that the suspect, James
Madison, 50, of Maplewood,
was arrested Monday after al-
legedly robbing a Bank of
America inside a shopping cen-
ter on Route 22, West in Union
Township.

Detectives from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office,
Union Township Police, the
Morris County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and agents from the FBI
went to a Valley Street residence
in Maplewood at about 10:30
p.m. Sunday night and found the
car parked in the rear of the
building, according to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

They performed surveillance
on the car until about 6 a.m.
Monday when an individual,
later identified as Madison,
walked up to the car and began
to get in, authorities said. Madison
was detained for questioning and
came voluntarily to FBI headquarters

in Newark, authorities said.
The arrest warrant was issued at

the FBI building in Newark, FBI Spe-
cial Agent Sean Quinn said.

“We suspect him of the other robber-

ies that we have generally attributed to
the ‘Hat Bandit’ or ‘the Mad Hatter,’”
Mr. Quinn told The Westfield Leader.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office brought
the charges against Madison. “He has
been charged with that (Union) rob-
bery,” Ms. Walsh said.

At a press conference on Monday
in Newark, Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said, “There
were hundreds and hundreds of man
hours, possibly thousands, that were
devoted to this investigation.”

Madison was captured after a bank
employee saw the car leaving the

scene of the Sunday robbery and took
down the license plate number, Mr.
Romankow said.

He said the car was registered to a
woman who listed her address as

Elizabeth, but that address was
found to be outdated. Police
later found that the woman
lives in Maplewood.

Madison was working as a
machinist in a shop in
Maplewood, authorities said.

Since September 2006, the
Mad Hatter has hit 18 banks up
and down Route 124, spanning
Morris to Union Counties. Po-
lice were baffled by his ability
to hide in plain sight, with only
grainy images of the suspect
captured on security cameras.

While he robbed more than
nine banks in Union County,
including ones in Springfield
and Union, the Mad Hatter never
struck in Westfield, Cranford or
Fanwood, where Commerce has
bank branches. Madison has an
estranged son in Westfield, who
declined to be identified.

Thirteen of the robberies oc-
curred at Commerce Banks in
Springfield (two branches),
Union Township (two
branches), Summit, Berkeley

Heights, Roselle, Morris Township,
Cedar Knolls, Livingston, Montclair,
Metuchen, and Woodbridge. Other
banks robbed included Chase Bank,
Washington Mutual Bank, Hudson
City Savings Bank, HSBC and Bank
of America.

In two previous robberies in
Woodbridge and Montclair, dye packs
were put into the moneybags by bank
tellers, according to police reports.

The robber was dubbed the Mad
Hatter due to the fact that he wore a
different cap or hat during each of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader
A HISTORY OF MAGIC…At Barnes & Noble in Clark on Friday night, a
costumed baby and his mother await the highly anticipated release of “Harry
Potter and The Deathly Hallows” above. Below, a mix of young witches and
wizards reacquaint themselves with the series’ earlier installments before “The
Deathly Hallows,” the seventh and final “Harry Potter” novel, went on sale at
midnight. Muggles across the United States bought more than 8.3 million copies
of the book on the day of its release.

WFPD to Receive Federal
Money from Ferguson

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader
UPGRADES COMING…Westfield receives
$100,000 for upgrading police equipment.
Pictured, left to right, are: WPD recruit
Christopher Scuorzo of Clark, Police Chief
John Parizeau, Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7),
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and WPD recruit
Joseph Saunders of Westfield.

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Po-
lice Department received $100,000
on Monday afternoon for the pur-
chase of 70 hand-held radios and for
upgrades to the town’s emergency
dispatch center.

Congressman
Mike Ferguson
(R-7) presented
Police Chief
John Parizeau
and Mayor Andy
Skibitsky with
the check. “If we
know we’re help-
ing the Westfield
Police Depart-
ment, we know
we’re helping
s u r r o u n d i n g
communities,”
Mr. Ferguson
said.

According to a
house.gov press
release, the an-
nual appropriations bill, which the
House is scheduled to approve this
week, must still be reconciled with
the Senate’s version of the legislation
before a final measure could be sent
to the White House.

If the annual appropriations bill
passes, the funds will be secured by
the start of the fiscal year on October
1.

Other neighboring towns receiving
similar federal money include
Cranford and Summit.

The current radios in use by the
police department are unable to com-
municate with Westfield’s fire and
emergency medical services. “You

know they (the
radios) are old
when Motorola
stops making
spare parts for
them,” said
Chief Parizeau.

The new
multi-frequency
radios will allow
for direct com-
munication with
We s t f i e l d ’ s
e m e r g e n c y
squads, as well
as with those
from surround-
ing communities
and counties.

In addition to
the handheld ra-

dios, a new base communications cen-
ter will be installed at the police
department’s emergency dispatch
center.

“These important funds would en-
able our entire department to make
critical communications improve-
ments that will ultimately lead to
increased public safety,” said Mayor
Skibitsky.

POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
ANATOMY OF A TEARDOWN...An aged home from the late 1800s is torn down last Wednesday at 700 Clark Street in Westfield to make way for the building of
new homes on the site.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 17, Danny Robinson, 41,

of Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Grove Street and charged with two
counts of burglary, two counts of theft and
criminal mischief pursuant to an ongoing
investigation. He was held in lieu of $7,500
bail pending a July 20 court date.

Wednesday, July 18, Turrel Sutton, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana following a South
Avenue motor vehicle stop. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance with a
summons pending an August 2 court date.

Thursday, July 19, Merih Yavuz, 21, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield police
headquarters after surrendering himself on
an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $91 bail.

Friday, July 20, three bicycles were
reported stolen from a residential prop-
erty on the 400 block of Harrison Avenue.
They were described as a red specialized
hybrid bicycle, a blue and white Schwinn
mountain bicycle and a maroon and purple
mountain bicycle.

Saturday, July 21, Adolfo Plaza, 22, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana during a
Mountain Avenue motor vehicle stop. He
was released with a summons.

Saturday, July 21, an incident of bur-
glary and criminal mischief was reported
on the 400 block of Roanoke Road. Re-
sponding to an alarm call at a residence,
police officers noticed an open front door.
After establishing a perimeter and search-
ing the residence, they noted the presence
of smoke in the house.

The Westfield Fire Department re-
sponded and located the fire’s source – the
alarm panel – and extinguished the small
fire. The owner of the home told police that
nothing appeared to have been stolen.

Mountainside
Monday, July 16, Anthony P. Mazzilli,

19, of Mountainside and Craig E.
Campbell, 19, of Westfield, were arrested
and charged with criminal mischief and
theft for previously reported crimes at
two gas stations and at a muffler shop.

Monday, July 16, someone attempted
to break in into an unoccupied Mountain
Avenue store by throwing a stone through
a window. Police were unable to deter-
mine if anything was taken.

Monday, July 16, a disposal company
employee was bitten by a dog while col-
lecting garbage from a residence on Moun-
tain Avenue. The Westfield Health De-
partment was notified of the incident.

Monday, July 16, a Highwood Road
resident said someone capped a drainage
pipe on his property that routes runoff
from the home’s gutter to the rear yard.
Police said the property owner said dam-
age to the home was $2,000.

Monday, July 16, Police reported that
.22 caliber bullets were found in the road-
way at Summit Road and Route 22 west.
Police said passing vehicles ran over the
bullets. Police responded to the scene after
a call of suspicious items in the roadway.

Tuesday, July 17, John A. Silva, 48, of
Mountainside was arrested and charged
with for aggravated assault and possession
of a weapon for unlawful purposes. Police
said the arrest was the result of an investiga-
tion into a June 2 altercation that resulted in
the victim sustaining facial injuries.

Tuesday, July 17, Gregory D. Lewis,
23, of Newark, was arrested and charged
with theft of movable property, receiving
stolen property and driving while on the
suspended list, police said.

Police stopped Lewis eastbound on Route
22 for driving a stolen vehicle following a
report of a stolen 1996 Pontiac Bonneville
from Second Street in Scotch Plains.

Tuesday, July 17, a resident reported
that someone made a payment for a cell
phone account with the victim’s bank
debit card.

Tuesday, July 17, someone broke into a
motor vehicle, parked in a Long Meadow
resident’s garage. A GPS system and a set
of golf clubs were reported missing, a value
of $1,250, as well as $5 in loose change.

Tuesday, July 17, police received a call
of a suspicious person on Mountain Av-
enue. Police responded and attempted to
question the man, at which point he ran
towards the driveway of the Mountainside
Community Pool. When questioned, the
man ran a second time towards Route 22,

at which point police lost sight of him.
Police described the man as black, 6 feet
tall and in his 20s. He was wearing a white
T-shirt, blue jean shorts and a baseball cap.

Wednesday, July 18, Tyrone M. Ritter,
39, of Maplewood, was arrested and
charged with driving on the suspended
list following a motor vehicle  stop.

Wednesday, July 18, a resident called
police headquarters to report that some-
one called her home asking for money.
The caller said the resident’s son owed
him money. The woman said her son no
longer lives at the residence.

Wednesday, July 18, an Elston Drive
resident reported receiving harassing calls
from a male caller. The resident traced the
call to Virginia.

Thursday, July 19, David Appleby Jr.
of Lafayette was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant for $750 out of Hanover Town-
ship. He was initially stopped for a loud
muffler on Apple Tree Lane.

Thursday, July 19, a Route 22 East
business reported a large sofa in its rear
parking lot.

Thursday, July 19, a 13-year-old juve-
nile was found intoxicated on the softball
field at Deerfield school. The youth was
transported to police headquarters and later
transported by the rescue squad to Over-
look Hospital in Summit. The incident was
turned over to the juvenile bureau.

Friday, July 20, police said a gas line
on Summit Road was broken by a sewer
service operating a backhoe on a lawn on
a residence. Police closed Spruce Road
and contacted Elizabethtown Gas Co.

Friday, July 20, Monica Vieramoscoso,
33, of Kearny, Raquel Viera, 20, of New-
ark, and Yarelis Ramos, 20, of Union, were
arrested and charged with criminal mis-
chief per an investigation of a motor-ve-
hicle keying on Sheffield Street. Viera was
charged with theft of a registration card.
They were released pending court dates.

Friday, July 20, a patron of a Route 22
movie theater said someone broke the
passenger’s-side door lock on his car. The
owner said damage to the vehicle was $650.

Saturday, July 21, police said a home on
Standish Avenue was entered and that it
appeared that a bedroom had been entered.
Police said a jewelry box was found on the
floor, as was an empty watch display. The
homeowners were not home at the time.

Sunday, July 22, police responded to a
report of dispute at a Route 22 east restau-
rant, Police said an employee reported that
upon questioning a co-worker about a soup
order, the co-worker used profanity and
lunged across a kitchen counter at her.

Sunday, July 22, A patron at a Route 22
theater said while viewing a text message
on her cell phone, a male patron in her row
grabbed her hand and shut her phone. The
victim said the patron said if she used the
phone again, he would “tread on the
phone.” He was described a as middle-
aged, slightly overweight Caucasian with
glasses and a British accent. He drove a
grey Volkswagon.

Sunday, July 22, Joshua L. Schmookler,
24, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $1,000
and $580 out of Elizabeth. Garwood po-
lice transported him to Mountainside.

Sunday, July 22, Blair McGuire, 32, of
Newark, was arrested and charged for
driving while suspended; police stopped
him for driving erratically at a high speed
on Route 22 East near Walnut Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Friday, July 20, a resident of Maddaket

Court reported being a victim of harass-
ment. She told police she had received
several phone calls over the last several
weeks at all hours of the day and night.

Saturday, July 21, a resident of Sy-
camore Avenue reported being a victim
of theft. He said someone removed a
bicycle from his property that was left
unlocked. The bike was valued at $150.

Saturday, July 21, Malcolm Wade, 32,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a vehicle stop. He was
transported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, July 21, Drew Miller, 22, of
Scotch Plains, was arrested and charged
with burglary. Police said he was seen en-
tering Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School;
police apprehended him as he was exiting a
window with items belonging to the school.
He was taken to the Union County jail and
is being held on $20,000 bail.

Sunday, July 22, Carle D’Angelo, 25,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 22, Patricia Knechtel, 40,
of Scotch Plains, was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle accident.
She was released on a summons.

Sunday, July 22, a resident of Hill
Road said someone scratched the win-
dow of his vehicle, which was parked in
front of his house.

Monday, July 23, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported that he received a phone
call from an ex-client, who made threat-
ening statements to him.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 18, a resident in the

100 block of North Avenue reported an
attempted break-in. An active investiga-
tion is currently in progress, police said.

Wednesday, July 18, a resident of the
400 block of South Avenue reported the
fraudulent use of their credit card to pur-
chase an item delivered to California.
Police are investigating the incident.

Thursday, July 19, Marcos W. Ferreira,
39, of Clarksburg was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine and North Avenues
for an outstanding Union Township war-
rant. He posted bail and was released.

Thursday, July 19, Constance D.
Collins, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
after a Terrill Road motor vehicle stop for
an outstanding South Plainfield warrant.
She posted bail and was released.

Mountainside BOE Prepares
For 2007-2008 School Year

By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education met
Tuesday night to discuss plans for the
upcoming school year.

After the board approved the Com-
prehensive Equity Plan from the New
Jersey Department of Education,
board president John Perrin discussed
the board’s June 26 meeting.

At that time, he created an ad hoc
committee to attend borough council
meetings and represent the board’s
position on building a community
center on school property. The board
viewed the council’s idea as a posi-
tive change. So far, no council meet-
ings have been scheduled concerning
the proposed community center.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said in his report that

the summer school, enrichment and
camp programs this summer were a
success and noted that preparations
for the 2007-2008 school year are
ahead of schedule.

The schools are ready to be cleaned
for the fall, and while the district is still
looking for an occupational therapist,
a baseball coach and a softball coach,
all other positions have been filled.

Students have already received their
school supply lists, which also are avail-
able online and in the main offices at
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools.

The board amended the 2007-2008
school calendar. Parents’ night at
Beechwood School has been moved
from September 12 to September 20
in observation of Rosh Hashanah on
the night of September 12. Deerfield
School’s parents’ night will remain
on September 19.

BHTS Reveals Com. Ctr.
Plans, Honors Veterans
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Tues-
day evening’s township council meet-
ing was interrupted when most of the
council walked across the street to
Memorial Park to recognize six veter-
ans who had returned from service
overseas. Prior to the walkout, the
council heard a description of the com-
munity center proposed for land at the
northeast corner of the intersection of
Snyder Avenue and the railroad tracks.

Mayor David Cohen emceed the cer-
emony recognizing the returned town-
ship veterans: Sergeant Jon Hawkins,
Sergeant Jesse Nelson, Corporal Will-
iam Fettes, Corporal Mark Neri, Petty
Officer 3rd Class Matt Dwyer and Lance
Corporal Michael Coletta. State Sena-
tor Tom Kean Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (both LD-21, Westfield) and
Union County Freeholder Dan Sullivan
spoke at the ceremony.

Bagpiper Nancy Brown played prior
to the event; the festivities kicked off
with Jami LaMaita singing “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” Each serviceman
received multiple citations. Members
of the Berkeley Heights VFW invited
the servicemen to come by and visit.

Most of the conference session of the
council meeting focused on an expla-
nation of the community center pro-
posed for the town’s portion of the
Stanford Drive site. The county has
purchased the site, which abuts the
railroad line and Snyder Avenue, for
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‘Mad Hatter’ Robber
18 robberies.

Mr. Quinn said Madison did make
an initial appearance in court Mon-
day morning. “The next step is an
arraignment, which is going to be
Friday (July 27), and from there the
next date will be set,” he said.

According to The Star-Ledger, U.S.
Magistrate Judge Mark Falk ordered
Madison held without bail after As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Mark McCarren
asked for the judge to do so because
of his serious criminal record and
violent past.

Madison has already served 18 years
in prison for the bludgeoning death of
his former girlfriend in 1986. He had
stuffed her body into a suitcase before
dumping it in the Passaic River.

Special Agent in Charge Weysan
Dun also made a statement Monday:
“My message to robbers and violent
criminals of all types is that the old
adage is true: ‘crime does not pay.’
Sometimes it may take longer than
we would like, but we will catch you
and justice will prevail.”

Mr. Romankow credited the “Mad
Hatter” Taskforce and the FBI with
Madison’s capture. The taskforce
comprised detectives from Union,
Morris, Essex and Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Offices, as well as mu-
nicipal police departments in the four
counties.

“This is a perfect example of effec-
tive cooperation among federal and
local enforcement,” he said.

Playground Program
Hosts Beck Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The recreation depart-
ment playground program has announced a
flag football fundraiser for Megan Beck, to
be held on Monday, July 30, from 6 to 7:30
p.m. Megan was a four-year staff member
of the Playground Program, until she passed
away on January 19, 2005, from cancer.

Staff members from all seven sites of
the playground program will participate.

According to a press release for the
event, Tamaques Park Lower is sched-
uled for a playground replacement and
upgrade of equipment, and staff members
think the site would be a “perfect tribute”
to Megan “since playgrounds and chil-
dren were a great part of her life.”

The cost for admission to the event is $5
for adults, $3 for teens ages 12 to 17, $2 for
children, and free for children under 2.
Proceeds will help fund the upgrade project.

development as a park. The county will
sell about four and a half acres to the
township for the community center.

The proposal includes a portion dedi-
cated to senior citizens, with other space
dedicated to recreation use, including
office space, officials said. Multiple
portions of the building, including a
meeting room, wrestling/aerobics/
dance room, gymnasium and smaller
spaces, are not yet dedicated for use.

James “Jim” Ramentol, of GRA Ar-
chitects, the designer of the proposed
building, explained the layout. He said
the spaces would be constructed differ-
ently based on usage, with masonry
walls in the athletic and teen areas and
drywall used in the senior and office
spaces. When questioned about pos-
sible future expansion, Mr. Ramentol
said the varying ceiling heights required
by the larger spaces limit the ability to
expand the space, though area above
the recreation offices could be used.

Parking at the site is “limited,” and
Union County plans to construct a lot
capable of holding 100 to 135 cars,
officials said, noting that the township
would construct another lot capable of
holding 32 cars. Construction of a sec-
ond lot of similar size might be pos-
sible, depending on wetlands impact.

Multiple people questioned whether
parking would be adequate during
events using the county’s fields.

Residents Joseph Valenti and Larry
Rasmussen complained to the council
about an erosion problem on their
Riceman Road properties. They said
the creek that lies alongside the rear of
their properties has eroded to the point
where it is now taking land away from
them. They expressed concerns about
safety issues and property values.

Council members said they were
uncertain about their ability to take
action due to state wetlands rules. The
residents asked the council to look at
the situation and report back to them.

Monday night’s planning board
meeting was cancelled. “There was a
problem with notice given to resi-
dents,” board secretary Ana Minkoff
said.

A Leader reporter was there to cover
the hearing for Prestige Mountain
Homes’ proposed three-home subdi-
vision, slated to continue at the meet-
ing. The next meeting regarding this
proposal will be held on August 20.



SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 48TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 30-2007 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, July 26, 2007

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4
Community ... 6-7

Sports ............ 9-13
Real Estate .... 9-15
Education ...... 14-16

Classifieds .... 14
Obituary ........ 16
A&E .............. 19-20

FW Redevelopment
Agency to Reconvene

By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the Fanwood Borough Council met
Wednesday night, July 18 and opened
their doors for the public to voice
questions and concerns about the re-
development in progress in down-
town Fanwood.

When no residents attended the
meeting, the mayor and council ad-
journed the public session and went
into executive session.

The next meeting will take place
on Wednesday, August 15 at 7 p.m. in
the Fanwood Borough Hall.

Southside Park Residents
Express Concerns About Plans

Tpk. Authority OKs Pacts to
Redesign Parkway Exit 135

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK— The New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority took action Monday
on redesigning the traffic circle at the
Clark/Westfield exit of the Garden
State Parkway, exit 135, by approv-
ing construction and construction
management contracts in excess of
$4.7 million. Construction is sched-
uled for completion in May of 2008.

Turnpike Executive Director
Michael Lapolla, a Westfield resi-
dent, said pre-construction will begin
by September.

“I think it’s (the project) about 30
years overdue. (Exit) 135 is probably
the most problematic interchange on
the parkway,” Mr. Lapolla said in a
phone interview on Tuesday.

Tilcon New York Inc. of West
Nyack, NY was awarded the nearly
$4.3 million contract for the installa-
tion of four traffic signals and two
connector roads. The project includes
lighting improvements and the mill-
ing and resurfacing of the existing
roadways within the interchange. The
authority awarded Dewberry-
Goodkind, Inc. a $424,000 construc-

tion management services contract
to oversee the project.

Mr. Lapolla said the project is
expected to alleviate traffic back-
ups that he said are “frightening” in
terms of the safety risks they present
to motorists. He noted that in addi-
tion to Clark and Westfield, the in-
terchange provides access to road-
ways connecting to Rahway and
Linden.

“We think this will help anyone
who is traveling in the area… It will
be a major improvement,” he said.

Improvements will include the re-
alignment and widening of existing
northbound and southbound Garden
State Parkway ramps at Exit 135 to
provide better sight distance, as well
as the construction of two new con-
nector roads, according to a press
release put out by the authority when
the project was unveiled in June of
2006.

The connector roads will allow traf-
fic to take advantage of four traffic
signals to be installed at the intersec-
tions of Central Avenue and the Gar-
den State Parkway ramps, officials
said.

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
who live near Southside Park ex-
pressed concern about the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission’s pro-
posed renovations to the park at the
commission’s meeting Monday night.

The original commission proposal
includes the construction of a soccer
complex with a turf field to prevent
injury and allow more games and
practices, lighting for additional
games and practices, extending park-
ing to 50 parking spots and building
restrooms, a storage area and a play-
ground.

Recreation Director Ray Poerio
said the project is estimated to run
between $1.3 and $1.5 million.

Residents were concerned with the

addition of lights, the number of park-
ing spaces, installment of a play-
ground and buildings for bathrooms,
storage and concessions.

“It just kills you. The soccer asso-
ciation is a strong entity, but I play
with my kids in the park every day.
We want to be able to use that park
too,” resident David Heath said.

Frank and Joan Kylish said the
lighting would affect the value of
their property.

“This will mean our property value
will go down,” Ms. Kylish said.

“Do you have any documentation?”
asked commission chairman Ed
Zazzali.

“No, I do not, but you have to figure
it will make our property value less,”
she said.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NO SENIOR FEES...The Cranford Township Committee meet on July 17 to discuss
waiving fees for seniors at the Cranford Community Center. Pictured, clockwise from
the top, are: Mayor Michael Plick, Commissioner George McDonough, Commis-
sioner George Jorn, Clerk Tara Rowley, Administrator Marlena Schmid, Commis-
sioner David Robinson and Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak. See story on page 3.

HATS OFF...Union County and Morris County detec-
tives and FBI agents apprehended James Madison, the
alleged “hat bandit” bank robber, at his Maplewood
home on Monday morning. Surveillence photos above
show the “mad hatter” robbing various banks during a
robbery spree that spanned 11 months. Ex-Fanwood Police Chief Parenti

To Run for Borough Council Seat

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MIDNIGHT MUGGLE MADNESS…Employees at the Borders bookstore in
Watchung stack copies of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows” at Borders’
release party at midnight last Friday. The store featured festivities such as a
wizarding spelling bee and a costume contest to celebrate the release of the seventh
and final novel in the “Harry Potter” series. The book sold more than 8.3 million
copies in the United States on its day of release.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Re-
publican Committee has named
former borough police chief Anthony
Parenti one of its two candidates for
borough council this fall. He replaces
Janek Skutnik, who withdrew his can-
didacy last week.

Mr. Parenti joined the borough’s
police force in 1957 and became its
chief in 1975. He retired after 22
years as police chief and 40 years
with the Fanwood Police Department.
In 1997, he was named director of the

John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

“I’m really not going to run on the
issues but on what I can do for the
town,” Mr. Parenti
said when reached
for comment Friday.
He said he wants to
“improve the qual-
ity of life” for resi-
dents in the borough.

He said Mayor
Mahr is “doing a
pretty good job” but
is “not getting the
help she needs.” He
said the slogan for his
campaign is “Let’s
make it better.”

Mr. Parenti said
government should
“be more involved
with the parents.” He also wants to
return to neighborhood meetings to
discuss safety issues, as he said was
done when he was police chief.

A native of Plainfield, Mr. Parenti
served in the United States Air Force
during the Korean Conflict.

Fanwood GOP Chairman Ted
Trumpp said Mr.
Parenti “has a vast
knowledge of traf-
fic and public safety.
He spent his entire
[career] in it. Fifty
years.”

“I think almost
anyone who has
lived here for 10
years knows Tony
Parenti,” Mr.
Trumpp said.

Mr. Parenti will
join GOP mayoral
candidate Patricia
Lindsey and bor-
ough council candi-

date Joel Stroz against Democrats
Mayor Mahr and incumbent council
members Katherine Mitchell and Jo-
seph Higgins.

Anthony Parenti

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUTHSIDE PARK CONCERNS…Scotch Plains residents David Heath and
Russ Francisco go over a map of proposed renovations to Southside Park with
members of the township’s recreation commission at Monday night’s commission
meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS JR. POLICE ACADEMY 2007 GRADUATES…Boys and girls received weeklong hands-on police and
law enforcement training at the John H. Stamler Academy in Scotch Plains, culminating in a graduation on July 24. The
program gives youths information about the various careers in law enforcement, hands-on tactical defense, demonstrations,
fire training, field trips and practical exercise.

Mayor Marks: HS Parking
Solution ‘Nearly Complete’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said on Tuesday that offi-
cials from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the Board of Education were “on
the precipice of having something
really good in place” to alleviate the
student parking problem at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

At the township council’s regular
meeting and earlier at its conference
meeting, the mayor revealed some of
the details under which a limited num-
ber of students will be able to secure
permits to park on certain streets in
both communities. With an additional
60 parking spots to be available at the
high school and 50 more spots to be
available on Cedar Street and at Green
Forest Park, 46 additional parking
spaces will be needed on neighbor-
hood streets, the mayor said. About
two-thirds of those spots will be in
Scotch Plains, and the other third will
be in Fanwood.

Both towns have yet to decide which

streets will be designated for student
parking, but officials said a decision is
not urgently needed because the full
number of students requiring parking
will not be reached until later in the
2007-2008 school year, when high
school juniors begin to get their drivers
licenses. Until then, the on-site parking
at the high school will be able to handle
student parking, officials said.

The mayor called it “a really good
solution” that will “ease the burden
on our residential streets.”

Earlier, at the council’s conference
meeting, the mayor said he would like
high school students living in Scotch
Plains to secure their permits from the
Scotch Plains Police Department and
Fanwood students obtaining theirs
from the Fanwood Police Department.

In other business, the council for-
mally renewed the pocket license of
Rayric Corp. World Entertainment
Group, which plans to open a dessert
and coffee shop at 375 Park Avenue
and seeks approval from the council,
in its role as the local alcoholic bev-
erage commission, to purchase
Rayric’s liquor license.

At the hearing last month, the coun-
cil took no action on the renewal or
the transfer because a required tax-
clearance certificate from state offi-
cials had not yet been issued. In the
interim, the certificate was issued.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said Tuesday that World Entertain-
ment Group would need to obtain its
certificate of occupancy before a li-
cense transfer can be approved, an
action that may be taken next month.

The council authorized the purchase
of two pavilions, which are to be placed
at Scotch Hills Country Club and
Farley Park. Parks and Recreation
Director Ray Poerio said the two open-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Police Arrest ‘Mad Hatter’ Suspect
In Maplewood After 18th Heist

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION – A man matching the de-
scription of the “Mad Hatter,” a rob-
ber who struck 18 different banks in
New Jersey and accumulated
more than $60,000, was appre-
hended Monday after a bank
robbery on Sunday in Union
Township.

Eileen Walsh, assistant pros-
ecutor for Union County, con-
firmed that the suspect, James
Madison, 50, of Maplewood,
was arrested Monday after al-
legedly robbing a Bank of
America inside a shopping cen-
ter on Route 22, West in Union
Township.

Detectives from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office,
Union Township Police, the
Morris County Prosecutor’s
Office and agents from the FBI
went to a Valley Street resi-
dence in Maplewood at about
10:30 p.m. Sunday night and
found the car parked in the rear
of the building, according to
the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office.

They performed surveillance
on the car until about 6 a.m.
Monday when an individual,
later identified as Madison, walked
up to the car and began to get in,
authorities said. Madison was de-
tained for questioning and came vol-
untarily to FBI headquarters in New-
ark, authorities said.

The arrest warrant was issued at

the FBI building, FBI Special Agent
Sean Quinn said.

“We suspect him of the other rob-
beries that we have generally attrib-
uted to the ‘Hat Bandit’ or ‘the Mad

Hatter,’” Mr. Quinn told The Westfield
Leader.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office brought
the charges against Madison. “He has
been charged with [the Union] rob-
bery,” Ms. Walsh said.

At a press conference on Monday

in Newark, Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said, “There
were hundreds and hundreds of man
hours, possibly thousands, that were
devoted to this investigation.”

Madison was captured after
a bank employee saw the car
leaving the scene of the Sun-
day robbery and took down
the license plate number, Mr.
Romankow said.

Mr. Romankow said the car
was registered to a woman who
listed her address as Elizabeth,
but that address was found to
be outdated. Police later found
that the woman lives in
Maplewood.

Madison was working as a
machinist in a shop in
Maplewood, authorities said.

Since September 2006, the
Mad Hatter has hit 18 banks
up and down Route 124, span-
ning Morris to Union Coun-
ties. Police were baffled by his
ability to hide in plain sight,
with only grainy images of the
suspect captured on security
cameras.

While he robbed more than
nine banks in Union County,
including ones in Springfield
and Union, the Mad Hatter

never struck in Westfield, Cranford
or Fanwood, where Commerce has
bank branches. Madison has an es-
tranged son in Westfield, who de-
clined to be identified.

Thirteen of the robberies occurred
at Commerce Banks in Springfield
(two branches), Union Township (two
branches), Summit, Berkeley Heights,
Roselle, Morris Township, Cedar
Knolls, Livingston, Montclair,
Metuchen, and Woodbridge. Other
banks robbed included Chase Bank,
Washington Mutual Bank, Hudson
City Savings Bank, HSBC and Bank
of America.

In two previous robberies in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
ANATOMY OF A TEARDOWN...An aged home from the late 1800s is torn down last Wednesday at 700 Clark Street in Westfield to make way for the building of
new homes on the site.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Scotch Plains
Friday, July 20, a resident of Maddaket

Court reported being a victim of harass-
ment. She told police she had received
several phone calls over the last several
weeks at all hours of the day and night.

Saturday, July 21, a resident of Sy-
camore Avenue reported being a victim
of theft. He said someone removed a
bicycle from his property that was left
unlocked. The bike was valued at $150.

Saturday, July 21, Malcolm Wade, 32,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a vehicle stop. He was
transported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, July 21, Drew Miller, 22, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with burglary. Police said he was seen en-
tering Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Police apprehended him as he was exiting a
window with items belonging to the school.
He was taken to the Union County jail and
is being held on $20,000 bail.

Sunday, July 22, Carle D’Angelo, 25,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 22, Patricia Knechtel, 40,
of Scotch Plains, was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a
motor vehicle accident. She was released
on a summons.

Sunday, July 22, a resident of Hill
Road said someone scratched the win-
dow of his vehicle, which was parked in
front of his house.

Monday, July 23, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported that he received a phone
call from an ex-client, who made threat-
ening statements to him.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 18, a resident of the

100 block of North Avenue reported an
attempted break-in. An active investiga-
tion is currently in progress, police said.

Wednesday, July 18, a resident of the
400 block of South Avenue reported the
fraudulent use of his credit card to pur-
chase an item delivered to California.
Police are investigating the incident.

Thursday, July 19, Marcos W. Ferreira,
39, of Clarksburg was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine and North Avenues
for an outstanding Union Township war-
rant. He posted bail and was released.

Thursday, July 19, Constance D.
Collins, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
after a Terrill Road motor vehicle stop for
an outstanding South Plainfield warrant.
She posted bail and was released.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 17, Danny Robinson, 41,

of Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Grove Street and charged with two
counts of burglary, two counts of theft and
criminal mischief pursuant to an ongoing
investigation. He was held in lieu of $7,500
bail pending a July 20 court date.

Wednesday, July 18, Turrel Sutton, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana following a South
Avenue motor vehicle stop. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance with a
summons pending an August 2 court date.

Friday, July 20, Rasheem Moore, 28,
of Westfield was arrested on two con-
tempt of court warrants from Westfield
during a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue, East and Livingston Street. They
included a criminal warrant and a traffic
warrant with bail amounts of $550 and
$250, respectively. Moore was commit-
ted to the Union County jail in lieu of bail.

Friday, July 20, three bicycles were re-
ported stolen from a residential property on
the 400 block of Harrison Avenue. They
were described as a red specialized hybrid,
a blue and white Schwinn mountain bike
and a maroon and purple mountain bike.

Saturday, July 21, Adolfo Plaza, 22, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana during a
Mountain Avenue motor vehicle stop. He
was released with a summons.

Saturday, July 21, an incident of bur-
glary and criminal mischief was reported
on the 400 block of Roanoke Road. Re-
sponding to an alarm call at a residence,
police officers noticed an open front door.
After establishing a perimeter and search-
ing the residence, they noted the presence
of smoke in the house. The Westfield Fire
Department responded and located the
fire’s source – the alarm panel – and extin-
guished the small fire. The owner of the
home told police that nothing appeared to

have been stolen.
Mountainside

Monday, July 16, Anthony P. Mazzilli,
19, of Mountainside and Craig E.
Campbell, 19, of Westfield were arrested
and charged with criminal mischief and
theft for previously reported crimes at
two gas stations and at a muffler shop.

Monday, July 16, someone attempted
to break in into an unoccupied Mountain
Avenue store by throwing a stone through
a window. Police were unable to deter-
mine if anything was taken.

Monday, July 16, a disposal company
employee was bitten by a dog while col-
lecting garbage from a residence on Moun-
tain Avenue. The Westfield Health De-
partment was notified of the incident.

Monday, July 16, a Highwood Road
resident said someone capped a drainage
pipe on his property that routes runoff
from the home’s gutter to the rear yard.
Police said the property owner said dam-
age to the home was $2,000.

Monday, July 16, police reported that
.22 caliber bullets were found in the road-
way at Summit Road and Route 22 West.
Police said passing vehicles ran over the
bullets. Police responded to the scene after
a call of suspicious items in the roadway.

Tuesday, July 17, John A. Silva, 48, of
Mountainside was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault and possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes. Police said
the arrest was the result of an investigation
into a June 2 altercation that resulted in the
victim sustaining facial injuries.

Tuesday, July 17, Gregory D. Lewis,
23, of Newark was arrested and charged
with theft of movable property, receiving
stolen property and driving while on the
suspended list, police said. Police stopped
Lewis on Route 22 Eastbound for driving a
stolen vehicle following a report of a stolen
1996 Pontiac Bonneville from Second Street
in Scotch Plains.

Tuesday, July 17, a resident reported that
someone made a payment for a cell phone
account with the victim’s bank debit card.

Tuesday, July 17, someone broke into a
motor vehicle, parked in a Long Meadow
resident’s garage. A GPS system and a set
of golf clubs were reported missing, a value
of $1,250, as well as $5 in loose change.

Tuesday, July 17, police received a call
of a suspicious person on Mountain Av-
enue. Police responded and attempted to
question the man, at which point he ran
towards the driveway of the Mountainside
Community Pool. When questioned, the
man ran a second time towards Route 22,
at which point police lost sight of him.
Police described the man as black, 6 feet
tall and in his 20s. He was wearing a white
T-shirt, blue jean shorts and a baseball cap.

Wednesday, July 18, Tyrone M. Ritter,
39, of Maplewood was arrested and
charged with driving on the suspended
list following a motor vehicle  stop.

Wednesday, July 18, a resident called
police headquarters to report that some-
one called her home asking for money.
The caller said the resident’s son owed
him money. The woman said her son no
longer lives at the residence.

Wednesday, July 18, an Elston Drive
resident reported receiving harassing calls
from a male caller. The resident traced the
calls to Virginia.

Thursday, July 19, David Appleby Jr.
of Lafayette was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant of $750 out of Hanover Town-
ship. He was initially stopped for a loud
muffler on Apple Tree Lane.

Thursday, July 19, a Route 22 East
business reported a large sofa in its rear
parking lot.

Thursday, July 19, a 13-year-old juve-
nile was found intoxicated on the softball
field at Deerfield School. The youth was
transported to police headquarters and later
transported by the rescue squad to Over-
look Hospital in Summit. The incident was
turned over to the juvenile bureau.

Friday, July 20, police said a gas line
on Summit Road was broken by a sewer
service operating a backhoe on a lawn on
a residence. Police closed Spruce Road
and contacted Elizabethtown Gas Co.

Friday, July 20, Monica Vieramoscoso,
33, of Kearny, Raquel Viera, 20, of Newark
and Yarelis Ramos, 20, of Union, were
arrested and charged with criminal mis-
chief per an investigation of a motor-ve-
hicle keying on Sheffield Street. Viera was
charged with theft of a registration card.
They were released pending court dates.

Friday, July 20, a patron of a Route 22
movie theater said someone broke the
passenger’s-side door lock on his car. The
owner said damage to the vehicle was $650.

Saturday, July 21, police said a home on
Standish Avenue was entered and that it
appeared that a bedroom had been entered.
Police said a jewelry box was found on the
floor, as was an empty watch display. The
homeowners were not home at the time.

Sunday, July 22, police responded to a
report of a dispute at a Route 22 East
restaurant. Police said an employee reported
that upon questioning a co-worker about a
soup order, the co-worker used profanity
and lunged across a kitchen counter at her.

Sunday, July 22, a patron at a Route 22
theater said while viewing a text message
on her cell phone, a male patron in her row
grabbed her hand and shut her phone. The
victim said the patron said if she used the
phone again, he would “tread on the phone.”
He was described a as middle-aged, slightly
overweight Caucasian with glasses and a
British accent. He drove a grey Volkswagon.

Sunday, July 22, Joshua L. Schmookler,
24, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $1,000
and $580 out of Elizabeth. Garwood po-
lice transported him to Mountainside.

Sunday, July 22, Blair McGuire, 32, of
Newark, was arrested and charged for
driving while suspended. Police stopped
him for driving erratically at a high speed
on Route 22 East near Walnut Avenue.

SP Council Seeks Final Plans,
Bond Ordinance for Field

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council has authorized the rec-
reation commission to fine-tune its
plans for the proposed soccer field at
the southside firehouse and will ask
township finance officials to prepare
a bond ordinance to fund the project.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Recreation Director
Ray Poerio spoke about the previous
evening’s commission meeting with
residents who live near the proposed
field about their concerns.

The plan presented to the neigh-
bors, he said, “is probably version
number seven, which is not unusual
in a recreation project” due to the
months of ongoing dialogue between
recreation officials and neighbors that
has led to various compromises and
reworking of the plans.

Plans call for a 70-by-110-foot ar-
tificial turf, lit field to be situated
alongside Martine Avenue, with a
new 50-space parking lot to be built
east of the firehouse and accessible

from Raritan Road. There will also be
a playground and storage and
restroom building next to the field.

Mr. Poerio estimated the cost of the
field to be $1.4 to $1.8 million.

As a result of continued discus-
sions with neighborhood residents,
Mr. Poerio said the parking lot would
be reduced by 15 spaces, the size of
the new building would be reduced
by “close to half” and two additional
light stanchions would be added to
lessen light spillover.

In addition, the location of the build-
ing and the playground will be
swapped and the bleachers will again
be situated on the eastern side of the
field. Tree buffers and a fence line
will also be added.

Councilman Kevin Glover ex-
pressed concern about where the
money to pay off the bond would
come from and what its impact would
be on the municipal budget and on
taxpayers.

Mayor Martin Marks said it was
likely that a “substantial portion” of
the bond will be financed by the
township’s open-space trust fund,
meaning that the impact on the bud-
get and taxpayers would be, in the
mayor’s words, “nil.”

With construction of a turf field at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
set to begin later this year, Mr. Glover
suggested first seeing how that project
proceeds so township officials can
“gain any benefit from that experi-
ence” in terms of problems with con-
struction and expenses. The high-
school turf project, he said, could
provide a “dry run” for the township
before the soccer-field development
gets underway.

While he felt it was “important to
have adequate and good ball fields,”
Mr. Glover said municipal officials
also needed “to be prudent in how we
spend our money.” He asked that the
council be provided with a report
detailing where the bond payments
will come from prior to the introduc-
tion of the funding ordinance next
month or in September.

Mayor Marks praised Mr. Poerio
for his “leadership” on the various
field projects in recent years, saying
all had gone “swimmingly well” and
that he expected the same with the
new soccer field. He said delaying
the field “would be a mistake.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said pushing back development of
the field “could cost us more money.”

With Fanwood youth sports leagues
also slated to utilize the new field,
Mr. Glover raised the notion of ask-
ing Fanwood officials to contribute to
the cost of the new field. During the
council’s budget meetings earlier this
year, he had also broached that possi-
bility, noting Fanwood youths make
up “a significant percentage” of the
participants in the various joint base-
ball and soccer leagues that utilize
fields in Scotch Plains.

air structures would be identical to the
pavilion at Jerseyland Park. The pavil-
ions, which will cost $16,806, will be
suited for parties at the mini-golf course
at Scotch Hills and for shelter for
participants in summer recreation pro-
grams at Farley Park, officials said.

The council also approved a lease
agreement for use of the new lighted
ballfield at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School on Raritan
Road. Mayor Marks said the baseball
field is “ready to go.”

The council awarded a contract not
to exceed $90,000 to Arco Roofing to
make repairs to the roof at the public
works facility on Plainfield Avenue.
Two-thirds of the building’s roof, which
Councilman Kevin Glover described
as being in “dire condition,” will be
repaired; the other portion will be re-
built. With the council currently meet-
ing with architects in an effort to decide
whether to refurbish the existing build-
ing or build a new facility, Mayor Marks
said the roof repair “gives us a little
more flexibility in dealing with the
overall building renovation.”

The council’s next meeting will be
on Tuesday, August 14.
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FYO Operation A Concern
Of Recreation Commission

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation
commission expressed concerns dur-
ing its meeting Tuesday night about
the current operation of the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO).

Borough council liaison Joseph
Higgins said the FYO “is being run
with no real oversight.”

“I think it’s time the [recreation]
commission jumped in with two feet
to see that [the FYO] is run properly,”
he said.

Mr. Higgins noted that he has spo-
ken with Mayor Colleen Mahr about
the issue and said the mayor supports
an “attempt to form a FYO commit-
tee in September.”

Commission member Phyllis
Mirabella agreed with the idea, adding
that the FYO “is an institution now.”

Commission member Rob Degnan
said, “I can help with this,” pointing
to his background in physical educa-
tion and college-level athletics.

“If [the FYO] is going to be left to
do its own thing, it’s going to fall
apart,” he said.

The commission discussed the sta-
tus of multiple current programs and
a pending grant application.

Regarding the summer park program,
which was given a total makeover for
2007, Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said he has received “al-
most entirely positive feedback from
the parents” of kids participating in the
six-week program at LaGrande Park.

“We probably could have had 50
percent more attendance. We turned

away a lot of people,” Mr. Budiansky
said. He added that the commission,
in setting up the new program,
“couldn’t anticipate the kind of jump”
in attendance it has experienced this
summer after years of dwindling par-
ticipation in the borough’s old-style
playground program.

“Parents are saying, ‘I wish I signed
up for more weeks, or I wish the
program [ran for] more than six
weeks,’” he said.

“I think that speaks volumes,” Mr.
Degnan said.

Mr. Budiansky said he plans to e-
mail parents of kids participating in
the summer park program to clarify
the “voucher” policy. Under the policy,
if the park program is rained out on a
particular day, participants get a $4
voucher to apply to other recreation
programs.

Mr. Degnan asked whether the bor-
ough should consider moving the pro-
gram from the park to a school, which
would allow activities to be moved
inside on rainy days.

“This program operates very effec-
tively right here; you might lose a lot
of that if we move it to a school,” Mr.
Budiansky responded.

Commission member Russell Wells
suggested that park program counse-
lors and supervisors be invited to next
month’s recreation meeting to pro-
vide a “wrap-up” of the program and
feedback regarding potential changes
for next year.

In other business, Mr. Budiansky
reported that the commission has
applied for a $70,000 Kids Recre-
ation Trust Grant from Union
County, with half to be matched by
the borough.

If the grant comes through at that
level, he said the commission could
use the money for playground up-
grades at LaGrande and Forest Road
Parks, tennis court resurfacing at For-
est Road Park, an inflatable movie
screen and picnic tables, as well as
goals and goalie equipment for the
newly formed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Lacrosse League.

However, Mr. Budianksy said, “It’s
too late” for the FYO baseball league
to be included in the grant application
package. He said the FYO “did not
respond” to e-mails and phone calls
prior to the application deadline.

Mr. Budiansky reported on the first-
ever Summer Party in the Park held a
few weeks ago.

Although the pizza and lemonade ran
out, and commission chairman Pam
Sayles said the music was “a little loud,”
commission members agreed the event
was successful and worth repeating.

“We probably covered our costs or
[came] very close to it,” he said.

Commission member Trish Nering
credited the party’s success to “better
advertising and just having fun things
to do,” such as inflatable rides, face
painting, pony rides, a clown, prizes
and food.

Fanwood Fire Dept.
To Host Wetdown

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Fire
Department will host a wetdown
celebration for the public to induct
its new ladder truck into fire service
on Saturday, August 4, from 1 to 5
p.m. at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Streets that will be closed or des-
ignated as no-parking streets in-
clude LaGrande and Marian Av-
enues, Second, Third and Helen
Streets and Staagard Place. Event
parking will be permitted in the com-
muter lot behind the stores on
Martine Avenue and on all other
streets in the southwest quadrant.

Residents also said a concession
booth was unnecessary.

“Our objective is to maintain the
quality of life, and those lights will
be on until 10 p.m. Also, to house that
equipment, you do not need a stand
that is 30 by 50,” Mr. Kylish said.

“The concessions are a stickling
point for you,” Mr. Zazzali said.
“These are all conceptual types of
things that can be reevaluated. Is it
the possibility of litter and varmints
that go along with concessions?”

“It is all of it. That building is
going to be on top of us,” Mr. Heath
said. “The playground is also just
unnecessary. It is ridiculous.”

“I really do understand your con-
cerns, but don’t you think the parents
in the neighborhood would use a
playground? The park is for every-
one,” said Lynn Barratucci, a mem-
ber of the commission.

“It’s practically going to be in my
backyard,” Mr. Heath said.

Resident Russ Francisco said the
construction would disturb the envi-
ronment and cause an underground
river to flood his basement.

“I have four pumps going down there,
and my worst nightmare is that they
will remove the trees that are a buffer,
and I will wind up flooded,” Mr. Fran-
cisco said, pointing out the area on a
map for commission members.

“This is a town project, and I am
going to look into this,” Mr. Zazzali
said. “We are going to treat this as if
we are living next door to you.”

See related township council dis-
cussion in the article above.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Rec.

Woodbridge and Montclair, dye packs
were put into the moneybags by bank
tellers, according to police reports.

The robber was dubbed the Mad
Hatter due to the fact that he wore a
different cap or hat during each of the
18 robberies.

Mr. Quinn said Madison did make
an initial appearance in court Mon-
day morning.

“The next step is an arraignment,
which is going to be Friday (July 27),
and from there the next date will be
set,” he said.

According to The Star-Ledger, U.S.
Magistrate Judge Mark Falk ordered
Madison held without bail after As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Mark McCarren
asked for the judge to do so because
of his serious criminal record and
violent past.

Madison has already served 18 years
in prison for the bludgeoning death of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘Mad Hatter’ Bank Robber
his former girlfriend in 1986. He had
stuffed her body into a suitcase before
dumping it in the Passaic River.

Special Agent in Charge Weysan
Dun also made a statement Monday:
“My message to robbers and violent
criminals of all types is that the old
adage is true: ‘crime does not pay.’
Sometimes it may take longer than we
would like, but we will catch you and
justice will prevail.”

Mr. Romankow credited the “Mad
Hatter” Taskforce and the FBI with
Madison’s capture. The taskforce
comprised detectives from Union,
Morris, Essex and Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Offices, as well as mu-
nicipal police departments in the four
counties.

“This is a perfect example of effec-
tive cooperation among federal and
local enforcement,” Mr. Romankow
said.

Martin Sweeney for The Times
UPGRADES COMING…Westfield re-
ceives a $100,000 federal grant for up-
grading police communications equip-
ment . Pictured, left to right, are: WPD
recruit Christopher Scuorzo of Clark,
Police Chief John Parizeau, Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca, Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7), Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and WPD recruit Joseph Saunders of
Westfield.
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Pre-Design to Begin on
Stanford Drive Park in BH

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are set
to approve a $378,000 contract to
T&M Associates of Middletown to
begin the pre-design phase of the
Stanford Drive Park Improvement
Project in Berkeley Heights. The con-
tract is being funded through the
county’s Open Space, Historical
Preservation & Recreation Trust
Fund.

The county and Berkeley Heights
jointly purchased the 17-acre prop-
erty for $13 million in 2006, with the
county paying $8 million and the
township $5 million.

Following last week’s agenda-set-
ting meeting County Manager George
Devanney, a Berkeley Heights resi-
dent, said, “We expect remediation to
be completed any day now.”

The property previously housed
Shaw Plastics and Barry Oil Service/
Duffy Fuels. As condition of the sale,
the property’s owner was ordered to
clean up the land, which contained
asbestos and oil.

Mr. Devanney said that once the
remediation process is completed, the
pre-design and construction phases
begin. The county manager said the
project is expected to take two years
before it is completed.

The former industrial property is
being developed into a senior citizen
center for Berkeley Heights, a playing
field and a recreation area. The town-
ship will operate the senior center on
the four acres of the land it owns. The
township will also maintain the playing
field and recreation area that the county
will develop on its portion of the land.

A developer had sought to develop
the property for 259 residential hous-
ing units.

The board also discussed a resolu-
tion for an inter-local service agree-
ment with Elizabeth. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering and
public works, said the agreement
would enable the county to have road-
work done on the extension of Acme
Street, which lies in Warinanco Park,
by a contractor hired by the city for
roadwork.

Mr. Graziano told the board that
the project would include 300 feet or
one block of roadway including curb-
ing, milling and resurfacing. The
county would reimburse the city
$30,000 for the work. He said it
made sense for the city to have the
work done since the county is al-
ready doing work on municipal
streets.

In a similar agreement, the county
would include 160 feet of Stanley
Terrace, a township street off of
Stuyvesant Avenue in Union, as part
of the county’s 2007 million and re-
surfacing program. Union Township
would reimburse the county for the
work estimated at $8,500.

The board is also set to approve a

resolution to increase the contract for
replacement of safety mentoring de-
vices for Paratransit vehicles from
$2,458,066 to $2,541,930, an $80,539
increase. The entire cost of the equip-
ment is being funded through a state
grant.

In other business, the board an-
nounced that the county would dis-
tribute $75,000 in Union County
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) grants to 35
local groups and artists. The county
developed the program in 1998.

Among the awards, to be voted on
July 26 as part of a resolution by the
board, are former Westfield mayor
Garland Boothe, $1,000; the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains, $2,500; the
Mountainside-based August Sym-
phony Orchestra, $2,500; Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, $2,500; the
Theater Project at Union County
College in Cranford, $2,250; and Four
Centuries in a Weekend 2007, run by
the county’s Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, which received the
largest grant of $7,500.

Tom Plante of the county’s public
information department said that since
there are fewer applicants this year
for the grants, this will be the only
distribution of HEART funds this year.
In previous years the county gave out
two rounds of awards, one in the
spring and one in the fall.

Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TO PRIVATIZE OR NOT TO PRIVATIZE… At last Wednesday’s Union
County Watchdogs Association meeting, Anthony Genceralli, Manager of Regu-
latory Compliance at Rahway Valley Sewage Authority (RVSA), vocalizes his
reasons for opposing privatizing RVSA’s wastewater treatment operations.
About 20 local citizens, including Tina Renna of the Union County Watchdogs
Association, Rahway Republican Chairman Patrick Cassio and Kenilworth
Mayor Greg David, attended the session.

RVSA Privatization Topic
For County Watchdog Group

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — The Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWA)
hosted Rahway Valley Sewage Au-
thority (RVSA) employee Anthony
Gencarelli last Wednesday at the
Roselle Park Community Center to
speak to citizens about the pitfalls he
sees with privatizing RVSA’s waste-
water treatment operations.

About 20 people came to listen to
Mr. Gencarelli for what he called an
“informal, friendly gathering” in
which he encouraged people to speak
up and ask questions.

“The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation, we try to shine a light on
government, and this is a part of gov-
ernment, these independent authori-
ties (RVSA),” said Tina Renna,
UCWA president, of having Mr.
Gencarelli at the meeting.

Speaking as a “private citizen,” not
on behalf of RVSA, Mr. Gencarelli
said he was qualified to speak about a
public-private partnership involving
RVSA because he is a licensed engi-
neer, planner, professional wastewa-
ter operator and collection systems
operator.

He told the audience he was not
opposing privatization to protect his
job. “I’m out here speaking for what
I believe is in the best interest of the
rate payer,” he said.

Mr. Gencarelli said some of the
negative impacts of privatization were
rate increases and opportunities for
corruption at the expense of the rate-
payer.

During the meeting, Roselle Park
Councilman Ricky Badillo said he
was opposed to privatization at RVSA:
“These companies that come in usu-
ally fire them (the authority’s em-
ployees) or start to downgrade their
benefits, their pay…and they do it at
somebody’s expense because they
want more profit. I don’t think that’s
a good mixture of for profit and the
public having to pay for somebody
else’s profit.”

 Rahway Republican Chairman Pat
Cassio said to audience members,
“These are powerful people and...
whatever is held by the public they
want to sell. We all know that [State
Senator Ray] Lesniak [LD-20, Eliza-
beth] wants to sell the Turnpike…Now
they are looking at whatever is left.”
Sen. Lesniak is a partner in RVSA’s
legal counsel, Weiner-Lesniak.
Kenilworth, a member community of
RVSA, is in his district.

Mr. Gencarelli presented figures
showing RVSA’s legal fees in the past
decade. In 1996, legal fees with
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and Davis
were $91,381, but with Weiner-

Lesniak in 2006, fees were about
$540,000, an amount Mr. Gencarelli
said is charged to the ratepayers. He
said individual invoices for
privatization alone totaled $56,156.

Kenilworth Mayor Gregg David,
filling in on the RVSA board for
recently resigned Tom McHale, told
Mr. Gencarelli, “I wanted to hear
what you had to say, and from my
perspective… my responsibility is to
protect the interests of the residents
of Kenilworth, and that’s what I in-
tend to do.”

Mr. Gencarelli said he believed
opposition to privatization would
need to come from the ratepayers,
who could vocalize their thoughts to
the RVSA board, which consists of
representatives from the member
towns, including Garwood,
Westfield, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains.

As the meeting ended, Robert
Puhak, Cranford Deputy Mayor and
commissioner of public works and
engineering, asked what action Mr.
Gencarelli is looking for from local
elected officials.

Mr. Gencarelli said elected offi-
cials should talk to their RVSA com-
missioners so they understand what
their communities want to do about
privatization: “Maybe you can’t do
that as an individual, maybe you have
to bring it up on the agenda at a mayor
and council meeting and get the mayor
and council to vote as a block
saying…whatever you want, but [they
are] your representatives, and [they]
should be voting the way you want
[them] to vote.”

“I was very happy to see so many
elected officials come out because I
really think this is going to have a
long-term impact,” Ms. Renna said
after the meeting.

Kenilworth policeman and coun-
cilman Peter Corvelli thanked Mr.
Gencarelli for what he called an “eye
opening presentation.”

“It gave me a new perspective that
I certainly didn’t have going in to this
meeting,” he said. “Not only the pos-
sible rate increases that will have on
the taxpayers but also the lack of
accountability that will happen once
you privatize and send it out to a
private company…that’s certainly
something that we have to keep an
eye on.”

Utilities Authority OKs
Audit for Incinerator

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) approved
the 2005-2006 financial audit for the
Rahway incinerator during their July
18 public meeting.

The audit was conducted by the
accounting firm Suplee and Clooney
of Westfield. According to Thomas
Brennan, the UCUA Comptroller, the
audit found no areas in need of atten-
tion.

“There were no recommendations
regarding the operation of the facil-
ity,” Mr. Brennan said. “We are very
pleased with the audit.”

The UCUA showed total assets of
$220,142,254 for 2006, down from
$227,069,994 in 2005. Total liabili-
ties of $275,891,921 in 2006 were
also down from $285,001,235 in
2005.

The UCUA took in $41,552,273 in
operating revenues and spent
$26,757,829 in costs for a net operat-
ing income of $14,794,444. Accord-
ing to the audit, the net income is up
from $14,154,806 in 2005.

Alan Harleston, the facility man-
ager for the incinerator, said he was
pleased with its performance. “This
is a great performing facility,” he
said. “We have been operating at full
capacity for the past several years
now. This is a very, very good opera-
tion.”

Commonly known as the Rahway
incinerator, the Route 1&9 facility
takes in more than 500,000 tons of
household trash each year and con-
verts it to clean energy for 30,000
homes.

Once the site of an uncontrolled
dump more than 20 years ago, it em-

ploys 88 workers and provides its
own energy for day-to-day opera-
tions. Besides providing a clean en-
ergy source, it also promotes alterna-
tive energy sources.

“This is an extremely positive op-
eration for our residents,” James
Kennedy, Rahway mayor and UCUA
chairman said of the audit. “We are
right where we want to be to serve the
county’s needs.”

The UCUA Rahway Resource Re-
covery Facility is one of five of its
kind in New Jersey. The energy it
produces is added into the Penn-Mary-
land-Metro power grid, which sup-
plies energy to utility providers such
as PSE&G. Besides generating clean
energy, the facility also recovers more
than 1,000 tons of recyclable metals
that are sold for use in manufacturing
operations.

NJ Legislators’ Voting
Records Posted Online
TRENTON – The voting records

of each elected official for all bills in
the New Jersey Legislature in 2007
have been posted online at
njleg.state.nj.us.

The records from the legislature
website are zip files containing data
in CSV format. The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times imported the files into data-
base and spreadsheet programs for
analysis. The spreadsheet files of the
newspaper can be downloaded at
goleader.com/features.

Several database queries were con-
ducted for the data, which contains
10,360 records for the state senate
and 28,080 for the state assembly.
Records of committee votes were also
retrieved but are not part of this study.
Assembly committee data comprise
8,709 records, and senate committee
data comprise 5,429 records.

Reviews were conducted of the
voting records for bills presented in
final form for passage. Other interim
votes, such as for tabling or amend-
ments, were not reviewed.

In both the senate and the assembly,
all votes presented for final consider-
ation passed; none were defeated. In
the assembly, all 286 bills presented for
final passage were approved. In the
senate, all 187 bills presented for final
passage were approved.

State Grants NJIT
$463,938 for Patents

NEWARK—Researchers at New
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
will soon find it easier to research,
apply for and obtain patents thanks
to the New Jersey Commission on
Science and Technology, who
awarded $463,938 to NJIT last
month.

Last year, NJIT received nine new
patents. The research ranged from
nanotechnology to biomedical engi-
neering. NJIT currently has 137 new
patent applications in process. With
projected research expenditures
greater than $80 million for 2007,
NJIT ranks as a leader in size and
growth of research programs among
the nation’s technological universi-
ties.

SP’s Keane Named
Fashion Institute Pres.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Loretta

Lawrence Keane of Scotch Plains,
vice president for communications
and external relations at Fashion In-
stitute of Technology, has assumed
leadership of the body in her first
one-year term as president.

The announcement was made when
the statewide membership met for its
annual educational conference in
Syracuse in June.

there’s more at
goleader.com
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Cranford Rolls Back Fees
Charged for Senior Courses

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Seniors in
Cranford can soon exercise, take a
pottery class or watch a movie at the
Community Center at no charge.

Seniors attended the township
committee’s July 16 workshop meet-
ing to convey their concerns over fee
alterations to the program, a measure
passed  by the governing body on
April 3.

Prior to the fee increase, Beginner
Tai Chi and yoga were $10, while the
other social, recreational, educational
and cultural activities offered at the
Cranford Community Center on Wal-
nut Avenue were free. Now, the pro-
grams cost $10 each, with Tai Chi and
yoga augmented to $15.

Although the township has an initia-
tive to increase fees to help offset fund-
ing problems, at the committee’s offi-
cial meeting on July 17, the governing
body adopted an ordinance to offer
seniors aged 60 and over free courses.

The township committee assessed
that the township would bring in $5,580
a year if the program were fee-based.

Commissioner George
McDonough was the first to advocate
a gratis senior program during the
workshop meeting.

“It serves the social, physical and
mental (well-being for seniors),” he
said.

The other four commissioners were
not as apt to revert back to free classes.

“What I’ve advocated and I con-
tinue to advocate is that the programs
need to be geared towards user fees,”
said Commissioner David Robinson.
However, Mr. Robinson voted in fa-
vor of adopting the ordinance.

At the workshop meeting Deputy
Mayor Robert Puhak recommended
setting up a requested fee and re-
quired fee where seniors could choose
to pay the required fee or pay what
they deemed appropriate.

“Why don’t we embarrass them
while we are at it,” Mr. McDonough
responded.

Seniors in attendance thought that
would not work and would be awk-
ward to admit that they did not have
the $10 required fee.

Some seniors said if the township
were to charge for classes, they would
no longer be able to attend.

“I think that many take four classes

a week, and they take it all year long,”
Holly Phillips of Columbia Avenue.
“If we’re exercising, we need it all the
time. You need your brain stimulated
all the time. Some people come in and
say, my doctor said you’re doing re-
ally good; keep up the classes.”

Other free programs offered to resi-
dents this summer include Movies
Under the Stars every Friday night at
dusk at Hanson Park on Springfield
Avenue,  the classic rock band, Brother
John Brown, will perform downtown
on July 27 from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. and
a dog trainer from Animal Planet will
share training tips at The Mill on
August 5 from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

The Citizen Police Academy will
offer a 10-week course beginning Sat-
urday, September 15. Citizens learn
how police officers perform their
duties, and the course includes pa-
trolling with officers and a simula-
tion of pulling over a driver.

During Tuesday night’s meeting,
the committee also adopted ordi-
nances to permit sidewalk cafes at
restaurants along Centennial Avenue
and allow Elements for Women, a
high-end adult fitness center, to oc-
cupy 4,600 square-foot of Cranford
Crossing, the new development along
South Avenue.

Resolutions were passed to build a
double slide at the Centennial Av-
enue pool and to execute an agree-
ment with the County of Union for
replacement of the Springfield Av-
enue bridge and relocation of the sani-
tary sewer line.

ACA Critical of FCC’s
Digital Proposal

REGIONAL – The American Cable
Association (ACA) filed comments
with the Federal Communications
Commission on July 16 expressing
its extreme concern about the propos-
als and conclusions reached by the
Commission in its Second Further
Notice of Proposed Rule-Making.

The ACA stated in its filing that the
commission’s proposed digital broad-
cast carriage obligations are uncon-
stitutional, and their implementation
would cause small cable operators,
particularly all-digital providers, to
incur additional costs that would af-
fect cable customers.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

AG’s Office Serves Subpoena
On Somerset Parks Commission

The state Attorney General’s office
last week served a subpoena on the
Somerset County Parks Commission
after a report criticized the commis-
sion for billing taxpayers for golf
outings, dinners and luxury travel, as
well as homes at little or no rent and
cars with free use of gasoline for
senior staff members, according to
nj.com.

The report was commissioned by the
Somerset County freeholders follow-
ing the arrest of an employee for charges
of accepting kickbacks for contracts.

The Somerset freeholders ordered
the commission to implement the rec-
ommendations noted in a report on
spending and operations abuses. The
board warned that if the recommen-
dations are not acted upon they might
dissolve the 50-year commission and
assume the operations of the county
parks.

Lynch Loses Pension For
Years in State Legislature

The state’s Public Employees Re-
tirement System (PERS) board last
week took action to strip former State
Senate President John Lynch of the
annual $27,000 he has earned for
over 20 years in the Legislature. His
pension will be recalculated to in-
clude only the nearly 12 years he
served as East Brunswick mayor, the

report stated.
Lynch is serving a 39-month jail

term in federal prison for corruption.
Sen. Kenny Injured

In Hoboken Accident
Doctors told the Jersey City Jour-

nal that injuries sustained by State
Senate Majority Leader Bernard
Kenny on the morning of July 18
were not consistent with his state-
ment that he tripped over a pothole
during a morning jog on July 18 in
Hoboken. Initial press reports said
Mr. Kenny was seriously injured af-
ter a car hit him. Reports said the
lawmaker broke his femur and collar-
bone, fractured his pelvis in four
places, broke his nose and dislocated
his right shoulder. Mr. Kenny is among
12 senators who are not seeking re-
election after long tenures.

Hudson County Prosecutor Edward
DeFazio told the paper that Mr.
Kenny’s injuries might have been the
result of a “hit and run” car accident.

Corzine Rejects Deal
For Takeover of Roads

Gov. Jon Corzine last week rejected
an un-solicited proposal by a private
company to take over the operations of
the New Jersey Turnpike and the Gar-
den State Parkway and raise tolls by
173 percent by 2009, according to the
Gannett Newspapers.

Citing the need to provide increased
security to industrial plants along the
coastline of the “most dangerous two
miles” of America, my freeholder
colleagues and I recently unveiled
UC Marine 1, a new homeland secu-
rity vessel that will patrol the Arthur
Kill and Newark Bay waterways.

The Union County Police will oper-
ate the vessel, a 36-foot SeaArk Daunt-
less model with firefighting, diving,
tugging and rescue capabilities. The
vehicle has two 360-horsepower en-
gines to power its motor, as well as an
additional engine that enables it to
pump and fire 1,000 gallons per minute
of water at a distance over 100 yards.
The vessel was dedicated to Union
County residents who have served or
continue to do so in the Gulf wars.

We christened the vessel at the Veter-
ans Waterfront Park in Elizabeth, home
to one of the nation’s largest container
ports, and of course, Newark Liberty
International Airport. We were joined
by war veterans from our county po-
lice, prosecutor’s office and sheriff’s
office, who attended in uniform. Dur-
ing our ceremonies, we acknowledged
three Union County residents who made
the ultimate sacrifice in the Gulf wars:

U.S. Army Sergeant Steven Checo,
22, of Elizabeth, was killed in Af-
ghanistan on December 12, 2002; Ser-
geant First Class Gladimir Philippe,
37, of Linden was killed in Iraq on
June 25, 2003, and Private First Class
Stephen Benish, 20, of Linden was
killed in Iraq on November 28, 2004.

Our nation is eternally grateful to
our Iraq war veterans and their fami-
lies for the sacrifices they have made.
One veteran, Lieutenant Robert
McGuire of the Union County Police,
spoke at the event. Lt. McGuire serves
as a master sergeant in the Army Re-
serve and served as an adviser and
trained Iraqi national troops in Iraq.

“I would like to thank the freeholder
board and the county for their efforts
in assisting our veterans and remem-
bering them today,” Lt. McGuire said.

The location was appropriate, as
the vessel is intended to provide a
level of deterrence, surveillance and
response to incidents along the
Chemical Coastline, which is also in
the area. Even with the additional
funding allocations made to Union
County and the six other counties
under the Urban Area Securities Ini-
tiative (UASI), it is important to note
that the State of Montana still re-
ceives more Homeland Security fund-

ing per capita than New Jersey.
Terrorism experts have estimated a

worst-case attack could bring harm to
more than 12 million people in a 14-
mile radius, including the New York-
New Jersey region that includes our
coastline, our port and airport. In fact,
security experts argue there are still
many vulnerabilities that need to be
addressed by the federal government
and private sectors.

There are more than four million
containers that arrive in the port alone
each year; many are still unsecured or
uninspected. The county vessel rep-
resents a step in the right direction.
The vessel, which cost $541,000, was
paid for with federal Homeland Se-
curity funds obtained through the ef-
forts of the county’s Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, chaired by Freeholder
Chester Holmes and including Free-
holders Rick Proctor and Nancy Ward.
The county police will provide a three-
man complement on the vessel and
will patrol county waterways, includ-
ing the Arthur Kill and Newark Bay,
home to the nation’s second largest
container port, a refinery, chemical
plants, rail lines, the Goethal’s Bridge
and Newark-Elizabeth Liberty Inter-
national Airport.

The two-level boat contains a so-
phisticated radar and GPS navigation,
a long-distance zoom lens camera sys-
tem, thermal imaging and infrared sys-
tems for night surveillance. The vessel
can hold as many as 12 people, and is
equipped with a water pumper to fight
fires, a water rescue basket, diving
amenities and a towing system.

“The vessel has such a powerful
navigation system that if you covered
it with blankets, you would be able to
maneuver it to where you need to go,”
said my colleague Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who also spoke at the chris-
tening.

At the press conference, Elizabeth
Mayor Chris Bollwage said the ves-
sel “will add an additional layer of
security” along our city’s coastal front.

The city is constructing a new $7
million fire facility less than a mile
from the waterfront that will house a
Hazardous Material Team and en-
gine and ladder companies, which
will better safeguard residents in the
Port area. Rest assured that working
hand in hand with municipal partners
such as Elizabeth, the freeholder board
will continue to explore new ways of
improving our Homeland Security in
the years ahead.

UC Marine 1 to Make
Our Port Area Safer

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

If you think you don’t like chardonnay, or you think
chardonnay has said all it can to you, try this.  Grown
in the French Alps on clay and limestone soils, this is a

revelation.  Filled with honeydew, mineral and hay
notes, it is exceptionally bright and clean.  The finish

lingers.  It will go with all kinds of food or have it with
nothing.  Among the best values in the store.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 08/01/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $24.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $25.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News!

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Villemaine Pineau

d’Aunis Rose
Touraine  $14.99

Finca Coronado
$29.99

Keith Tulloch Per
Diem Red  $15.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

You are not going to find
this in a stack at your local

discounter.  The Pineau
d’Aunis is a very rare grape
from the Loire that is on
the verge of extinction.
This lovely dry rose has

spice, cherry and citrus, as
well as a firm mineral and
acid background.  Think

chicken, fish, or spicy
Asian food.  Or just drink

it out of pure joy.

This very fine red blend is
an excellent ambassador for

all that is right about the
Spanish wine boom.  Made

under pristine modern
conditions, it still reflects

the earth and stone
character of the soils that is
traditionally Spanish.  Full

of lush black fruit and berry
tones and is more than rich

enough for a steak.

Tulloch, based in the Hunter
Valley in New South Wales

Australia, has a keen eye for all
kinds of good wine growers

around Australia.  This blend
of grenache, mataro /

mouvedre and cabernet
sauvignon comes from sites

around South Australia.
Wonderful complexity, with
cherry, plum and cassis fruit

and little chocolaty earth
notes.  A great wine for

burgers or ribs.

Le Cellier du Palais Chardonnay
Vin de Savoie  $21.99

Please Ask Us About Our Fall Wine Classes!

goleader.com
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Restoring Rail Lines Would Ease
Stagnation on Roads, Reduce Oil Use

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ulotrichi – The woolly-haired peoples
2. Experrection – Awaking from sleep
3. Deliquate – To melt or be dissolved
4. Pratti – Cymbals

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHYSETER
1. A sperm whale
2. The strawberry tomato
3. A group of siphonophores which

swim by means of air bladders; a jellyfish
4. Any animal or organ having a plant-

like apearance
BRUNION

1. One of the smaller sticks forming the
frame of a fan

2. A nectarine
3. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A trap, snare

TERATISM
1. A monstrosity; a malformed fetus
2. A tumor
3. The state of being worldly; mundane
4. An irritation; annoyance

DECERTATION
1. A fight or contest for mastery
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. A decree or sentence of the court
4. An ending or closing statement

Thanks for Clarifying
Mt. Ave. Structure

Thank you for your front-page photo
and caption “Super McMansion,” which
clarified that the structure being built on
Mountain Avenue is a home. I mistakenly
thought it was an office building.

Annmarie Puleio
Westfield

Freeholder Candidate Questions Destination of Funds
Raised at “Rock On! Walkathon” for Cancer Research

I have tried over the years to limit
myself to contributing and working for
two specific charities, Lions International
and Autism Research. Like others, I sup-
port my charities for personal reasons. I
have a teen that has been legally blind
since age three. I joined the Lions and
Autism Research because my child has a
high functioning form of the syndrome.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting their annual
MusicFest in Nomahegan Park in Sep-
tember. With that event, there will be a
walkathon raising money for cancer and
stem cell research. Though I don’t men-
tion it often, like Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, I too am a survivor of the dreaded
disease, stricken when I was in my very
early thirties. I thought about expanding
my charitable horizons to help others. But
first, I wanted to check out the situation.

County Manager George Devanney has
had articles in the local newspapers and
an insert in the Union County Directions
regarding his recent cancer scare and how
it impacted his life. He teamed up with his
college rock idol, a two-time cancer sur-
vivor, and put together the “Rock On!
Walkathon” benefiting the performer’s
Love, Hope and Strength Fund. Mike
Peters will be walking and performing.

The sign up sheet and the premiums list
are featured on the county’s website. One
hundred dollars will garner a t-shirt and
$250 the same along with a surprise gift
bag. Walkers raising $1,000 will receive
a shirt, gift bag and invitation to a VIP
reception on Sept. 14 with surprise guests.

Mr. Devanney has made it no secret
that he would like to accompany the singer
and others when they make a fundraising
trek to the Base Camp of Mount Everest
in Nepal, for an event called “Everest
Rocks,” which appears to be a mountain

climbathon. The foundation’s website
explains that Mike Peters will be leading
40 musicians, mountaineers, cancer sur-
vivors, those whose lives have been af-
fected by cancer and friends on the adven-
ture of a lifetime. It is a 14-day trek and
concert at the base camp with a grand
finale rock concert in Kathmandu.

The website says that an MTV and
BBC documentary team, as well as a
writer and photojournalist, will capture
the journey for a feature in Outside Maga-
zine, and funds raised from the “Everest
Rocks” event will go to the Nepal Cancer
Society. The site has links to the trekkers’
bios with pictures. A meter shows the
money they have raised so far.

At Mr. Devanney’s link, the needle on
his meter has barely moved. In the county
funded Directions article, he thanks “So
many who have offered to help raise the
money needed for the trek” and “others
who have lent their kind words and spiri-
tual support.” At the end of the article,
which landed in every mailbox in the
county, he states, “I hope others join with
me to help educate and bring about a cure,”
urging readers to obtain more information
at the website lovehopestrength.com. He
asks, “To make a contribution in my name,
click on Everest Rocks, then trekkers to
view participants.” A link on the site states
that a requirement to join the trek is a
$25,000 donation, which seems to be raised
through contributions.

I find it rather distasteful that our county
manager appears to be enriching himself
personally with the assistance of the free-
holder board and other legislators by using
the county’s resources so he can rub shoul-
ders with the idols of his youth. The ques-
tion that can be raised is, “Will the credit
for the efforts of the Union County walkers
go toward Devanney’s $25,000 donation

to enable him to make the trek?” The
walkathon could have been an admirable
endeavor if the monies to be raised were to
be turned over to charitable causes here in
Union County, such as the Center for Hope
Hospice rather than to what some believe
to be controversial, embryonic stem cell
research or overseas to Nepal.

Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Pat Quattrochi and Alrene Murphy
are peddling the GOP, which stands for
Greedy Oil Promoters malarkey about
how bad trains are. Are energy-wasteful,
taxpayer-costly and death-dealing high-
ways good? Who writes their stuff, big
oil or Al Qaeda? There are 550,000
people in Union County. Many more
pass through or stop to do business. If
they all drove or shipped their goods by
truck, we would be in terminal stagna-
tion. Restored rail lines will ease that.

Restoring rail, not building more
miles of highway, is good for the county,
New Jersey and America. Of course,
the Eisenhower/Bush GOP does not
think so. They are deep in the pockets of
big oil. Pat and Alrene should ask them-
selves why the rest of the world is build-
ing high-speed, electrified rail for freight
and passengers rather than parrot the big
oil lie that “if you don’t drive, you don’t
count.” We are down to our last one
percent of the world’s reserves with no
new finds on the horizon. Why is every-
one else smarter than us? Or why are we
dumber than they are?

We must restore the lines we had
after World War II to give us mobility
when the oil runs dry. Of course, big oil
will tell us to get rid of those energy
efficient trains and keep on guzzling
gas. It is their profit and our loss.

The ISDPT reported that all road-use
taxes – the paltry “fare” they pay – only
covered two-thirds of federal and state
highway [costs]. The other third, plus the
cost of county and town roads, police
traffic control and fire and rescue costs
are paid with other taxes. Plus, the soci-
etal costs of the one in four who do not
drive for many reasons, plus the 43,000
annual highway road kill, plus millions
injured, plus the excessive cost for buy-
ing that chrome-plated calf to keep our
snobbish mobility in tact.

The GOP has ruined America with
their excessive auto orientation. We are
heading for a major crisis that will make
Pearl Harbor look like a picnic. It is
almost too late. P and A are spouting
treason.

William Wright
Cranford

Leader Should Apologize for Irvington
And Newark Comments in Editorial

Generally, I respect the Leader as be-
ing a balanced and responsible newspa-
per. That is why I was surprised (and
shocked) in reading from your July 19,
2007 editorial “Notorious, Route 22 from
Mountainside to Scotch Plains” the state-
ment: “The police from Scotch Plains to
Mountainside do a terrific job on Route
22 in protecting our area from Irvington
invaders and Newark narcotics. At times,
blazing gun battles and high speed chases
ensue.”

Wow! What’s going on here – are we
comparing Newark and Irvington to
Baghdad’s insurgents threatening the sa-
cred green zone, or what? I can only
imagine how I would feel if I were a
citizen of either town, after having read
this statement. In truth, these words con-
tribute absolutely nothing to the context
of an otherwise well written editorial!

Without even addressing the implicit
meanings that can be derived from such a
statement, to essentially characterize New-
ark and Irvington as outlaw states is –in my
opinion-untruthful and irresponsible and
not a good thing to say about a neighbor.
To characterize the Scotch Plains and
Mountainside police as some kind of mythi-
cal, gun blazing cowboys that will save us
(?) from those invading hordes is –in my
opinion- troubling, in the least!

Newark and Irvington are our sister

communities. They both have suffered
much over the past years and are strug-
gling to reach “our standards” that we
perceive as worthy.

Ask Cory Booker about Newark and its
hopes and aspirations. Ask Newark’s and
Irvington’s citizens about who they are
and what they want for their communi-
ties. They will tell you that they want the
same that Westfield and Scotch Plains
and Mountainside want. They want to
achieve the best that this nation proposes
for its citizens.

What Newark and Irvington need is
encouragement, not the constant dispar-
aging invectives from their better off (and
distant) neighbors.

I truly expect that the Leader will apolo-
gize to the citizens of Newark and
Irvington (and Westfield) for such unfor-
tunate slip of pen and will, in future, write
something good about them.

Donnell Carr
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The editorial refers to
criminal gangs that plague our good
neighbors in the cities and make sorties
down the highways to the suburbs.

We support law enforcement efforts in
eradicating these gangs for the good of
everyone – particularly, for those that
suffer the most in the cities.

Contradicting Info. on
Municipal Repairs

In January, at the Township Council
reorganization meeting, Mayor Marks
gave his state of the township talk. During
his talk, he spelled out his agenda for this
year discussing what he intended to ac-
complish. He was proud to say that under
his administration the repairs at the Mu-
nicipal Building would be completed “on
time and within budget.”

 Last week I read that the repairs at the
Municipal Building were behind sched-
ule and the budget was still in the air.
What struck me about the article was that
the Mayor’s name wasn’t mentioned.
Perhaps the Mayor is only responsible for
things that go well and does not associate
himself with failures. Good way to have
a good record of accomplishment for him-
self, but not for the tax payers.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Tired of Negative and Demeaning
Posts, Cranford Pulls Online Forum

CranfordTalk, yet there are only a handful
of people that regularly speak out at public
meetings and write letters to the editor.

A friend sent me a recent post by Com-
missioner George McDonough in which
he accuses the Union County Watchdog
Association of taking illegal contribu-
tions. This is wildly untrue, and a good
example of why these message boards are
bad for a community.

Editors of newspapers have to be re-
sponsible when they print letters to the
editor. No letters are published that are
unsigned, and a good editor will make sure
that the facts stated are backed-up with
documentation. When CranfordTalk goes
offline, it will leave a void. McDonough is
quoted as saying “There’s no other source
like that for Cranford. I’ll miss it.”

I’d like to publicly thank Mark
Dingelstedt for providing the community
service and for hanging in as long as he
did. But shutting down was the right thing
to do. CranfordTalk went from being a
great way to draw the community to-
gether to something that made our com-
munity look ugly and un-neighborly,
which isn’t a representative of the good
people of Cranford. Neither is Commis-
sioner George McDonough. I hope
Cranford has had enough of him as well.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Nearly ten years ago, Cranford resident
Mark Dingelstedt founded a message board
with the intention to provide good-natured
Cranford discussion. In a recent article,
Dingelstedt is quoted as having stated,
“The increasing prevalence of negative
posts that insult and demean residents and
other posters are the driving force behind
the end of CranfordTalk.” Dingelstedt went
on to say that a group of individuals who
continually post offensive and unsubstan-
tiated comments about local politicians
and township residents has made the board
all but impossible to police. “I’ve kind of
had enough,” he said. “That’s the sad part
about it. If I asked people to sign their
names, they wouldn’t be talking the way
they do.” The decision is one he came to,
Dingelstedt said, after it became clear that
the forum had changed from a place to
exchange ideas and information to a hot-
bed of innuendo and political potshots.

I stopped reading CranfordTalk and
other message boards like it a few years
ago. I found that the boards went from
being informative to just being a way for
posters who use sign-in names to create
identities for themselves without ever hav-
ing to claim them. And they would harass
citizens, who have the courage to publicly
stand up for what they believe in, with
complete anonymity from the comfort of
their homes. About 120 people post on

Take Time to Understand Effects of
Possible Cell Tower at School

I have lived many places in my life and in
Scotch Plains for over 20 years. This is my
home now. I have a business here and never
thought I would move. That is, until now.

The last week has been unsettling for me.
I am not happy with things I have witnessed
or some things I have heard. I do not appre-
ciate the way this application was handled.
This tower was kept quiet for over nine
months and went in front of the planning
board in July, at a time when the least
resistance would be met. I am glad a deci-
sion was not made so I have some time to
learn as much as I can about this technology.

I have talked with many people over the
past week with an open mind. I talked with
someone who puts these towers up for a
living. He is not sure if he would feel
comfortable having his son go to school
600 feet from a tower. I talked to the
mayor, to an ex-governor, to representa-
tives from both Linda Stender’s office and
Senator Scutari’s offices, as well as mem-
bers of Kid Safety organizations. I have
called members of the State Education
department, as well as members of the
state PTA. I have called reporters, as well
as other parents across the country who
have had to wrestle with a decision such as
this. I am doing all this to try and get as
many opinions and facts as possible so I
can try to make a rational decision.

 We do know that cell towers have the
potential to cause a risk to one’s health.
We do know that they are an eye sore and
could possibly lower the value of one’s
home.  There are studies out of Germany
and Tel Aviv University that show there
is potential for cells in the body to be
mutated by these RF waves. But every-
one agrees on one fact. That fact is that
this technology is new and therefore a
conclusive decision cannot be made.

I have struggled with what is right and
what is wrong and what our decision
would be should this tower go up. My
wife and I have discussed sending our
kids to private school, though thist is an
expense we might not be able to take on.

Then I hear a tower might be consid-
ered close to Terrill Middle School. This
is not a problem that is going away. From

the day our children are born, we go to
extraordinary measures to ensure their
safety. Is having them sit next to a cell
tower while they are in their developmen-
tal stages safe for them? I don’t know.
That scares me as a parent, the unknown.

There has been discussion of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society (ACS) and its stance. If
you read its section “Bottom Line,” ACS is
saying that this is new technology, so they
are not sure what could happen. In a way,
our children can be viewed as guinea pigs.
This is nothing more than a disclaimer.

I am not against cell towers. I am not
ignorant to technology. As a parent, I feel
it is my duty to exhaust every resource
possible to determine what is best for my
children. We chose this area because of
the schools. It is what makes this a great
place to live. So I would like to ask that
you take some time to try and learn as
much as you can and get facts and not just
spread unfounded information.

Where do I stand? Since I have not read
any absolute proof either way, I am not
sure. My gut reaction is to get the tower
moved away from the school.

Jeff Kowalczyk
Scotch Plains

Leader Editorial
‘Myopic, Smug’

I am puzzled at the intent of last week’s
(7-19-07) editorial about the deficits of
Route 22 in our area. The piece discusses
some serious safety issues but also veers
distressingly into a narrow-minded view
of our communities.

References to the “raceway to Newark”
do not add to intelligent debate over high-
way safety. While the highway can provide
a convenient conduit for criminal escape, it
is myopic, smug and possibly racist to at-
tribute crime in our area to “Irvington in-
vaders and Newark narcotics.”

It is also ironic that you think the poor
condition of Route 22 has protected us
from shopping malls since, in effect,
Westfield is an outdoor mall with na-
tional chain stores replacing local busi-
nesses. We are fortunate to live in our
communities of general well-being; let us
be thankful for the privilege, rather than
randomly critical of those who cannot.

Mary Mahony
Scotch Plains

Sensor Could Save
A Child’s Life

I would like to express my sincere
sympathy to the family of the 10-week-
old baby that passed away on July 17. I am
a mother of two and can’t imagine the
grief of losing a child.

I would like to share some information
with the public.

My son was born three months prema-
ture. Because premature babies have fre-
quent and dangerous episodes of sleep ap-
nea, he came home from the hospital wear-
ing a very sophisticated heart and lung
monitor. This monitor was a part of him for
the next five months and became his guard-
ian angel, alerting my husband and me
when our son would stop breathing.

In 2003, our daughter was born at eight
and half pounds. Before she was eight
weeks old, she outgrew her bassinet and
was in a crib in her own room. She also
had very bad colic, which meant hours of
crying every night for almost four months.
When our daughter finally fell asleep, my
husband and I were constantly at her side
checking her breathing.

One day I went on the internet looking
for a monitor that was similar to the one my
son had. I immediately found one that was
sold at Babies R Us called the Angelcare
Movement Sensor with Sound Monitor for
under $100.00. This monitor is placed
under the crib mattress and alarms if the
baby stops breathing after 20 seconds. It
wasn’t a replacement for my husband and
me checking on her, but it was definitely
peace of mind.

We have used our Anglecare monitor
for almost two years. We have taken it with
us on our vacations and have happily passed
it on to two nephews.

I hope that I have given parents, grand-
parents, aunts and uncles some useful and
important information for the sake of all
of our precious little babies.

Shareen Peterson
Westfield

Summer Interns Do ‘Real’ Work
In Journalism and Publishing

When students return from summer recess, they are
asked, “What did you do this summer?” For nine
interns at The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, this summer is a major learning expe-
rience in the day-to-day operations of a community
newspaper.

Our interns are doing many things including cover-
ing town meetings, laying out newspaper pages and
completing team projects. We have the greatest con-
fidence in them and are glad to have them with us.
Have you noticed the verve of their contributions?

In addition to developing production skills, they help
write late-breaking news stories such as the carbon
monoxide poisoning on South Avenue in Westfield, the
drowning of a 6-year-old at a private swim club, the
collapse of a firewall at the Station Mews project in
Fanwood and updates on the “Mad Hatter,” who was
captured over the weekend after 18 bank heists.

They are developing photojournalism skills too,
covering area high-school graduations and Memo-
rial Day parades. They composed primary election
stories and reported on the opening of the Fanwood
Museum. With the additional manpower, we have
been able to report on meetings in Cranford and
Berkeley Heights.

One intern team project involves preparing the
election coverage for this November, including de-
signing web pages and preparing the newspaper’s
November 2 pre-election section. This project de-
buted last year. The team this year includes Westfield
High School senior Kelsi Browning, Boston Univer-
sity sophomore Jenna Nierstedt of Garwood and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School junior Martin

Sweeney of Scotch Plains. They will conduct inter-
views with candidates for state, county and munici-
pal offices, secure biographical information and
compile stances on issues.

Syracuse University junior Allison Gibbons of
Mount Arlington and Hamilton College freshman
Georgia Mierswa of Westfield are reviewing local
town websites. They are developing their view of
essential and useful features that a municipality’s
website could and should provide for the commu-
nity. They will publish their findings in the newspa-
per next month.

Another team is completing searchable street maps
for all towns in Union County to complement that
published on goleader.com for Westfield several years
ago. The team is managing the digitizing of back
issues of This Is Westfield, from 1978 through 1996, to
complete the series published on the Internet in pdf
format. This team includes Carleton College fresh-
man Beth Budnick of Westfield, Boston University
sophomore Liza Katz of Fanwood and Ebony
McQueen of Roselle, a 2007 graduate of North Caro-
lina Central University.

In addition, our interns have begun back-to-school
stories by contacting school districts about summer
construction projects, curriculum updates and staff
changes. They are also putting together the first half
of our year-in-review, to be published in the last two
issues of December.

If you are noticing, please provide your feedback of
their work by e-mailing editor@goleader.com. The
interns have provided us with feedback. One said
proudly, “Wow, what we’re doing now is real work.”

Be Grateful for Task
Force Volunteers

A number of letters regarding the
Westfield Land Use Task Force have
appeared in The Westfield Leader recently.
Some have questioned the time it is taking
the committee to issue its report.

As a former member of the Westfield
Board of Adjustment, I would like to
stress that the task force members are
volunteers, who take their responsibili-
ties seriously, adding this project to their
family and job obligations. In Mr.
Heinbockel’s letter of July 12th, he stated
that his committee has been working for
several months and has met with numer-
ous interested parties in preparation for
their report, which he expects will be
finalized in the coming weeks.

The Land Use Task Force wants to
propose ordinances that will not only
preserve Westfield neighborhoods, but
also stand up under possible litigation
from developers. Let’s be grateful for
citizens willing to take on the job and
allow the committee whatever time it
needs to frame and present comprehen-
sive, well-thought out recommendations
to the town council.

Mike Kelly
Mountainside

Resident Calls for
Change at WHS

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to the
Westfield Board of Education, the Westfield
Town Council and copied to the newspaper.

*****
Open Lunch for juniors [at Westfield

High School] should be stopped. It pro-
motes more driving to school and litter on
our streets.

How are the talks going with the town to
help resolve some of the WHS parking
problems? Some of the left over WHS addi-
tion bond money should be used to com-
plete the addition by building parking spaces
for the additional staff that was hired instead
of simply kicking the students out of the
parking lot and onto the streets.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield
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Linden Linden Aviation Plaza
689 W Edgar Rd.

Union 2047 Route 22W
2290 U.S. Hwy. 22E

Watchung 1592 Route 22E
Westfield 200 Central Ave.

Woodbridge Woodbridge Mall Lower
326 Woodbridge Center Dr.

AT&T / CINGULAR STORES

*AT&T also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $1.25 to help defray the costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regulation; State and Federal Universal Service charges; and surcharges for customer-based and revenue-based state and 
local assessments on AT&T.  These are not taxes or government required charges.

Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Subscriber must live and have a mailing address within AT&T’s owned network coverage area. Up to $36 activation fee applies. Phone price and availability may vary by market. Phone Return 
Policy/Early Termination Fee: No early termination fee if service cancelled within 30 days of purchase; thereafter $175 flat fee. Some Independent agents may impose additional fees or equipment-related charges. Sales tax calculated on unactivated price of handset. Offer available while 
supplies last. Unlimited voice services: Unlimited voice services are provided solely for live dialog between two individuals. Offnet Usage: If your minutes of use (including unlimited services) on other carriers’ networks (“offnet usage”) during any two consecutive months exceed your offnet usage 
allowance, AT&T may at its option terminate your service, deny your continued use of other carriers’ coverage, or change your plan to one imposing usage charges for offnet usage. Your offnet usage allowance is equal to the lesser of 750 minutes or 40% of the Anytime Minutes included with your plan. 
Equipment Rebate:  Price before instant rebate on telephone adapter/modem is $59.99. $50 off offer applies to all accessory or phone purchases or 25% off bundled accessory packs at point of sale. Offers require activation of a new two-year wireless service agreement and purchase of AT&T CallVantage service. Certain 
restrictions apply. Accessory discount excludes data cards and installed car kits. Valid only at location indicated on accompanying brochure. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or offer. Limit one per customer. No cash back or substitutions available. Photocopies not accepted. †Wireless Handset Offer: Handset 
discount is applied as a one-time instant credit of up to $50 towards the purchase of wireless devices or accessories during the same transaction that you activate the AT&T CallVantage service and enter into a new two-year AT&T agreement. Discount is non-transferable and sales tax is excluded. If the purchase is less than $50, 
the balance of the discount will be forfeited. Discount has no cash value. Discount cannot be applied as payment or credit to your service account. Only one discount per customer. For complete details on wireless service, see wireless brochure. $50 in-store wireless handset or accessory discount does not apply to select phones. 
Price of Motorola RAZR 3G before mail-in rebate debit card and instant rebate is $99.99.  Allow 10–12 weeks to receive rebate debit card.  Rebate debit card not available at all locations, void where prohibited, taxed or restricted.  Must be customer for 30 consecutive days.  Must be postmarked by 10/4/07.  Available only on new 
or existing active wireless accounts from AT&T. Certain email systems may require additional hardware and/or software to access. AT&T CallVantage® Service: High-speed Internet required; charges not included. $19.99 price applies to customers who have and maintain wireless AT&T service. First month free offer expires 
7/31/07 and does not include international calls, pay-per-use services (e.g., 411) or premium features. $29.99 activation fee applies. Universal Connectivity Charge and applicable state and federal taxes and surcharges apply. Additional per-minute rates apply for international calls terminating on mobile phones or other wireless 
devices. Service will not function during high-speed Internet and/or electrical power outages. Not compatible with security systems (fire or burglar) or medical monitoring equipment. For residential customers only. Credit card billing only. Not available in all areas. Service’s 911 service operates differently from traditional, 
wireline 911 service. For correct emergency call routing, the Service Address provided to us MUST correspond to the physical location of your AT&T CallVantage service phone. See att.com/callvantage for important information about 911 service limitations. © 2007 AT&T Knowledge Ventures. All rights reserved. AT&T, the AT&T 
logo,  Cingular logos are trademarks of AT&T Knowledge Ventures and/or affiliated companies.

Formerly Cingular

CALL 1.866.246.4852 – CLICK ATT.COM/WIRELESS – C’MON IN TO A STOREFREE SHIPPING

FREE
after $50 mail-in rebate debit card and 
$50 instant rebate from CallVantage with 
new 2-year wireless service agreement. 

MOTORAZR 3G 
PEARL GRAY
Access personal 
and business email
1.3-megapixel camera 
with 8x zoom
3G broadband-speed
multimedia messaging

Complete 
calling solution.
 Get a great deal on wireless and digital home
 phone service with AT&T CallVantage.®

EXCLUSIVE AT&T CALLVANTAGE® 
OFFER FOR WIRELESS CUSTOMERS. 
 Unlimited local and long distance 

 in-home calling for only $19.99 a month. †

  Get up to $50 toward a wireless phone 
when you get CallVantage and sign up 
or upgrade to a new 2-year wireless
service agreement.

  Experience digital calling features such
as locate me, conference calling, video 
calling, and exceptional call quality.
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Miss Erin Marie Spafford and Matthew Nicholas Hanas

Miss Erin M. Spafford
To Wed Matthew N. Hanas

Ms. Maria Spafford and Daniel
Spafford have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Miss Erin
Marie Spafford, to Matthew Nicho-
las Hanas. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul J. Hanas of Westfield.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School in 1999 and
from Fairleigh Dickinson University
in Madison in 2003 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English. She is em-
ployed as a language arts teacher in
the Plainfield school district.

The future bridegroom, a 1998
graduate of Westfield High School,
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Mathematics with a concen-
tration in Secondary Education from
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison in 2002. He also received
his master’s degree in educational
leadership from Fairleigh Dickinson
University in 2006. He is a math-
ematics teacher with the Rumson-
Fair Haven school district.

Leader-Times Editor Shares
Experiences In Journalism

WESTFIELD – Paul Peyton, as-
signment editor for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, was the guest speaker
at the May 31 meeting of the Westfield
Area Old Guard.

A 1986 graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity, Mr. Peyton has worked in the
journalism field for more than 20 years.
He began his career with County
Leader Newspapers, now Worrall
Community Newspapers, in 1986 as
the Union and Irvington police re-
porter and eventually became manag-
ing editor of The Mountainside Echo.

Mr. Peyton moved on to the trade
press in 1989, working for Grocers
Publishing in Hackensack, which
publishes Modern Grocer and Mod-
ern Food Service News. During his
time there, he also began freelance
writing for The Leader and The Times
in 1992. Two years later, he was hired
full-time by then-publisher Kurt
Bauer as managing editor and the
Westfield beat reporter.

Mr. Peyton left the newspaper in
2002 for two years to join the staff of
Richard Bagger, Tom Kean, Jr. and
Eric Muñoz in Legislative District 21
as communications director. Jon
Bramnick came on board as Mr. Bag-

ger left the Legislature in 2003 and
Mr. Kean moved up to the senate.

The communications director po-
sition was eliminated after the Re-
publicans lost co-majority in the sen-
ate in 2004, thus leading to GOP
budget cuts in Trenton. Mr. Peyton
subsequently rejoined The Leader and
The Times in November 2004 as as-
signment editor.

 Mr. Peyton has covered the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on and off for the past 15 years. Dur-
ing his tenure with The Leader and
The Times, he also has covered in-
tense political campaigns and other
major news stories.

Last year, he debuted “Peyton’s
Peek at the Week in Politics,” a weekly
column featuring shorts on political
news occurring at the state and na-
tional levels.

The Westfield Area Old Guard wel-
comes retired men to attend its meet-
ings, which take place on Thursdays
from 8:30 a.m. to noon from Septem-
ber through June. Meetings, which
include refreshments, fellowship and
guest speakers, are held at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. The group’s next meet-
ing will take place on September 6.

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

new friends?
When’s the best time to make

�

Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.

WL 7/26/07

ROTARY HONOREES…Bill Biunno, former president of the Rotary Club of
Mountainside, congratulates Deerfield School students Eric Whyte and Katerina
Stankov on being named Deerfield’s third and fourth marking period honorees.
The students each received a Certificate of Achievement and a Rotary key chain
at the club’s lunch meeting June 11.

Rotary Recognizes Students;
Installs New Club President
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rotary

Club of Mountainside last month
honored four local students, includ-
ing two from Deerfield School in
Mountainside and two graduating
seniors from Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights,
where Mountainside students are
enrolled.

The club regularly recognizes the
Students of the Marking Period from
Deerfield School. Eric Whyte and
Katerina Stankov, the third and fourth
period honorees, respectively, were
honored at the club’s June 11 lunch
meeting. They each received a Cer-
tificate of Achievement and a Rotary
key chain.

Each year, graduating students
from Governor Livingston are pre-
sented with scholarships from the
Mountainside Rotary Club. This
year, Veronica Thomas and Andrew
Rocha each received a $1,000 schol-
arship from the club at the school’s
June 6 awards ceremony.

During the Rotary Club of
Mountainside’s annual Installation

Dinner June 26 at L’Affaire Fine Ca-
tering in Mountainside, Glenn
Mortimer was inducted as the club’s
new president. He succeeded former
president Bill Biunno, whose term
expired at the end of June. A
Mountainside councilman, Mr.
Mortimer also received the club’s
Rotarian of the Year Award that evening
for his work with various projects.

The club meets each Monday at
12:15 p.m. at Famous Dave’s restau-
rant, located at 1443 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside. For more information
about the club or membership, inter-
ested persons may call Dan Falcone,
club secretary, at (908) 789-1010.

Church Seeks Vendors
For Fall Harvest Fest
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church is planning
this year’s Harvest Fest that will take
place on Saturday, October 20, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Vendors are invited
to sign up now for the event.

The Harvest Fest will feature as-
sorted handcrafted pieces; a variety of
gift baskets that will be offered through
a Tricky Tray; homemade baked goods
and other specialty merchandise, in-
cluding autumn and winter items and
holiday fare. Tables will be set up in
the parish hall and adjacent spaces.

For children, there will be a petting
zoo and other activities such as face
painting and pumpkin decorating.
Lunch also will be available.

For a vendor application, please
call (908) 322-8047. The All Saints’
Episcopal Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. Parking is
available behind the church.

August Trips Are Available
To Playhouse and Museums
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, has revealed
the dates for two upcoming trips.

A theater excursion is planned for
Wednesday, August 1, to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for a per-
formance of The Musical Time Ma-
chine.

This original musical, showcas-
ing different styles and trends in
music, will feature period costumes
plus dancing and live music pro-
vided by an on-stage orchestra.

The cost of this trip, which will
include a lunch and dessert buffet, is
$75 for JCC members and $80 for
non-members. A coach bus will de-
part at 10:30 a.m. from Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, located at the corner
of Martine Avenue and Shalom Way
in Scotch Plains, and is expected to
return in the late afternoon.

On Wednesday, August 8, the JCC
will host a trip to the Montclair Art
Museum and the Yogi Berra Mu-
seum, both located in Montclair.

In the morning, the group will
visit the Montclair Art Museum col-
lection, which includes American
paintings, sculptures, drawings, wa-
tercolors and photographs.

After a box lunch at the art mu-
seum, participants will travel to the
Yogi Berra Museum for an after-

Jefferson-Battin Class
Plans 50th Reunion

AREA – The 1958 graduating class
of Thomas Jefferson and Battin High
Schools in Elizabeth will hold their
50th year reunion on May 3, 2008.

It will take place at the Galloping
Hill Inn in Union and will include
cocktails, dinner and socializing. Ad-
ditional activities are planned as well.

 For more information and reserva-
tions, please call Lowell Saferstein at
(973) 731-5449, Sue Farber
Christenson at (908) 757-7512 or
Charles Brandt at (732) 323-8840 or
e-mail CapinCharlie@msn.com.

noon of baseball memorabilia and
American history.

The coach bus for this trip will
leave at 10:30 a.m., again from Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains, and is expected to return in
the late afternoon. This trip is open
to all.  The cost is $30 for JCC mem-
bers and $35 for others.

Advance registration is required
for both of these trips. To make a
reservation or obtain more informa-
tion, please contact Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207. Further in-
formation also is available at
jccnj.org.

reams begin here . . .D

Come Visit Our Beautiful and New Showroom!

44 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ  908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com

Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm - Evenings by Appointment

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Golf Outing September 10
To Benefit Center For Hope
AREA – The 21st annual golf out-

ing to benefit the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care will take
place on Monday, September 10. This
year the event will be held at a new
location – the Oak Ridge Golf Course
in Clark.

Over the past 21 years, the golf
outing, which is the Center For
Hope’s largest fundraiser, has raised
more than $2 million. This money is
utilized to provide services from phy-
sicians, nurses, home health aides,
social workers, counselors and vol-
unteers to thousands of terminally ill
patients and their loved ones.

 The Center For Hope urges inter-
ested individuals to register early, as
spots fill up quickly. All sponsors
and contributors will receive recog-
nition in the event program.

The cost is $185 per person, which
includes 18 holes of golf with a cart,
barbecue lunch and a cocktail hour
and dinner at The Gran Centurions
in Clark. For those who wish to at-

tend the cocktail hour and dinner
only, the cost is $60 per person. Gifts
and raffle prizes also will be part of
the festivities.

The Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care currently is in the pro-
cess of fulfilling the dream of its late
co-founders, the Reverend Charles
Hudson and Peggy Coloney, by devel-
oping a 30-bed inpatient facility in
Scotch Plains. This facility, to be known
as Peggy Coloney’s House, is due to
open soon. According to the Center
For Hope, it will allow those who are
not able to be cared for at home to live
the remainder of their lives with dig-
nity and compassion.

For sponsorship opportunities and
more information about the golf out-
ing, please call Larry Reagan at (732)
244-1044.

DiSalvos Welcome
 Daughter, Olivia Grace

Amy and Vinnie DiSalvo of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their daughter, Olivia Grace DiSalvo,
at 11:56 p.m. on Saturday, July 7, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Olivia weighed 9 pounds and 10
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her sister, Madeline,
age 2.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Sharon and Richard Pryor of
Scotch Plains.

Sabatino and Anna DiSalvo of Jer-
sey City are her paternal grandparents.

Floridea DiSalvo of Jersey City is
Olivia’s paternal great-grandmother.
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A SILVERY MOON…Cadette Girl Scouts from Troop 711 in Westfield staged an
original play, Mission to the Moon, to earn their Silver Award. They received the
award – the highest available to Cadettes – during a ceremony this spring at the
First Congregational Church in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alex
Frankel, Meghan Sullivan, Katherine Frega, Julia Wasilewski and Alyssa Hatch.

Girl Scouts Achieve Silver
With Mission to the Moon

WESTFIELD – Cadette Girl
Scouts Alex Frankel, Katherine
Frega, Alyssa Hatch, Meghan
Sullivan and Julia Wasilewski were
among those who received their Sil-
ver Awards at a ceremony May 29 at
Westfield’s First Congregational
Church. This award is the highest
recognition a Cadette Girl Scout can
receive.

The five members of Troop 711,
who are students at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, started
working on their Silver Award project
– an original play entitled Mission to
the Moon – in September 2006.

They wrote the music and script for
the production and also made cos-

tumes and stage props. Additionally,
the Cadettes auditioned Junior Girl
Scouts for roles in the play and spent
Sunday afternoons giving the younger
girls dancing, singing and acting les-
sons. As a result of their participation
in the project, the Junior Girl Scouts
earned their Theater badge.

Mission to the Moon was designed
not only to be entertaining but also
to encourage acceptance of diver-
sity. The central theme of the show
was that although people may look
different or live in different environ-
ments, they are all the same inside
and share many of the same feelings.

The play was performed for a
Daisy troop and also for the public at
the Westfield Memorial Library in
April. Following the performances,
the children in the audience were
given a craft to complete to further
emphasize the play’s theme.

Scrapbook Workshop
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a
scrapbooking workshop in its Com-
munity Room on Monday, July 30,
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Creative Memories consultant Dor-
othy Huey will demonstrate how to get
started on preserving memories in
scrapbooks. Participants are encour-
aged to bring completed scrapbooks,
works in progress or just their ideas.

Space will be provided for partici-
pants to work on their own projects.
Individuals are asked to bring three to
five photographs with them to the
session. Registration is required. To
reserve a spot, please call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204.

All programs at the library are free
and open to all interested partici-
pants. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

University of New Jersey in New
Brunswick. Participants are chosen by
their respective schools on the basis of
their ability, community service and
involvement in school activities.

This mini-college experience,
which is offered to high school jun-
iors, includes lectures and workshops,
discussion of career opportunities for
women, sports activities and social
time. The theme for the 2007 GCI
was “Carpe Diem” (Seize the Day) –
designed to inspire the young women
participants as they look forward to
college and future careers.

Alexandria, who will enter her se-
nior year at Westfield High School
this September, said she found the
GCI experience informative, worth-
while and fun.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield,
along with other Women’s Clubs
throughout the state of New Jersey,
sponsors students every year to at-
tend this event.

The New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Clubs helped found
Douglass College in 1912 and has
sponsored the GCI since 1947.

Synagogue Open House
 To Be Held August 15
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-

tion Beth Israel will host an open
house and ice cream social for pro-
spective members on Wednesday,
August 15, at 7 p.m. There is no
charge to attend.

Located at 18 Shalom Way in
Scotch Plains, Congregation Beth
Israel is a Conservative synagogue
with an award-winning religious
school. To respond or obtain more
information, please call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Alexandria Hurtt

      
Fabricate Bedroom window seats with private storage.  

Cedar closets & blanket chests. 
Libraries with concealed liquor cabinet & safe.  
Detailed panel work & study desk.   
Dining rooms with French doors.  
Hutch, dry sink & buffet station. 
Custom fabricated designed cabinetry. 

     Furnished Basement with Media center. 
Hardwood floors, bar & more. 
Impeccable refinishing & painting skills. 

 

          For advice, please call Gerard Kelly 908-209-0104  

e-mail Your Questions : brogankelly@comcast.net 

Fully Insured

HERMANN & BATEMAN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Federal & State Tax
Disputes

� Tax Collection Matters

� Failure to File

� Innocent Spouse

� Sales & Employment Tax

� Audits

Employment
Law

� Discrimination

� Severance Agreements

� Civil Service

� Employee Benefits

� Wrongful Termination

1108 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092
908-654-8484 FAX: 908-654-1347

www.hermannandbateman.com

AARP Chapter Reveals
New Meeting Location
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons has
announced that the chapter will meet
at a new location beginning with its
Monday, September 10 meeting.

Meetings will take place begin-
ning at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Sufficient parking is avail-
able and there are no stairs. More
information will be provided in the
chapter’s August newsletter, which
will be mailed to all members.

FIREFIGHTER FRIEND…Firefighter Carmen Grausso of the Scotch Plains
Fire Department welcomes Brownie Troop No. 216 from Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains during the girls’ May visit to the fire department.

Alexandria Hurtt Is Named
To Girls’ Career Institute

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield recently sponsored Al-
exandria Hurtt, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Kevin Hurtt of Westfield, to
take part in a four-day Girls’ Career
Institute (GCI) program.

The annual event was held this past
June at the Douglass College For
Women campus of Rutgers, the State

Local Residents Are Among
Eight Scholarship Recipients

SCOTCH PLAINS – Commerce
Bank recently honored eight Union
County students through its annual
American Dream Scholarship pro-
gram, which awards $1,000 to gradu-
ating seniors who achieve both aca-
demic excellence and serve their
community.

Among the scholarship recipients
were Scotch Plains residents Grant
Darwin, Daisy Fung and Jennifer
Gaglioti, all graduates of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Grant plans to attend Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tenn. and
major in political science. During high
school, he was active in DECA, track
and field, as well as football.

Throughout high school, Daisy was
active in the National Honor Society,
Habitat for Humanity, Envirothon,
Students Concerned for the Needy
and the Mandy Reichman Feeding
Program.

During high school, Jennifer was
active in peer ministry, synchronized
swimming, swimming, Girl Scouts
and Habitat for Humanity.

Other American Dream scholar-
ship recipients included Aileen Gutch
and Kelsey Hall, both residents of
Berkeley Heights and graduates of
Governor Livingston High School.

Aileen plans to attend Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, Ohio and major in
interior design. Throughout high
school, she was active in Relay for
Life, tennis and Student Council and
also was a CCD teacher at her church.

Kelsey plans to major in engineer-
ing at the University of Pennsylvania
in Philadelphia. Throughout high

school she was active in swimming
and track and field, as well as the
National Honor Society and the Na-
tional Art Honor Society.

The remaining scholarship recipi-
ents included Kristel McGhee and
Samantha Reina of Summit, both
graduates of Summit High School,
and Laura Rocco of Clark, a graduate
of Arthur L. Johnson High School.

Kristel plans to major in nursing at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing;
Samantha plans to attend Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C. and
Laura plans to major in business at
Marist College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Laser Tag Park Trip
Open to Local Youth
 WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Recreation Department will offer a
day trip for Westfield residents age
13 to 17 to Combat Sports Outdoor
Laser Tag Park in Manalapan on
Wednesday, August 22.

A recreation department release
described Combat Sports as “accu-
rate and programmable like indoor
laser tag; it also has the elements of
paintball, but without the pain or pro-
jectile.”

The bus will depart at 8:30 a.m.
from in front of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street, and is expected to re-
turn at approximately 2 p.m.

 The cost is $65 and lunch is in-
cluded. To obtain a registration form
or more information, please call the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080.

Tri-County Red Cross Posts
Clothing Drive Competition

AREA – The Tri-County Chapter
of the American Red Cross is host-
ing a clothing drive competition. Any
participating school, house of wor-
ship, social or community organiza-
tion will be eligible to win a $500
first prize while helping their local
Red Cross.

Participants are asked to accept a
bin and generate clothing donations
in it. The owners of the bin that
accumulates the most poundage of
clothing from now until June 15,
2008 will be awarded first prize. The
second prize will be $250 and the
third prize will be $100.

The chapter receives a credit for
poundage of clothing collected in
the bins. These funds go directly
toward assisting area residents in
need, such as providing families dis-
placed by a fire with food, clothing,
shelter and emergency funds through
Red Cross Disaster Services.

The Red Cross has a special ser-
vice with a professional team of uni-
formed drivers who manage and
monitor the bins. Personal cell tele-
phone numbers will be provided so
the Red Cross may be contacted im-
mediately to ensure the bins are me-
ticulously maintained. If there is a
complaint about any clothing pileup
or graffiti, it will be cleaned up within
24 hours.

Any party that accepts a bin will be
promoted on the Red Cross website
and awarded a certificate as a “Friend
of the Red Cross.” For more informa-
tion, please contact Alan Karmin at
(908) 756-6414, extension no. 20, or
karmina@usa.redcross.org.

First Grade Pet Club
To Begin New Season
WESTFIELD – Area youngsters are

invited to take part in the Union County
4-H First Grade Pet Club. The club
meets once a month from September
through June on Saturday mornings at
the Union County Administrative Ser-
vices Building, located at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

This club is open to all boys and
girls in first grade who live in Union
County. Participants will learn about
different pets and proper pet care
through hands-on learning, speakers,
demonstrations, crafts and field trips.

There are no membership dues or
uniforms. Parents are sometimes
asked to volunteer to take turns moni-
toring craft projects and snack time.
The first club meeting of the season is
scheduled for Friday, September 21,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Parents interested in attending the
first meeting with their child, or in
obtaining more information, are asked
to call Ellen at the 4-H office at (908)
654-9854, extension no. 2237, or e-
mail her at ediiorio@ucnj.org.

The 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram is part of Rutgers Cooperative
Extension. 4-H educational programs
are offered to all youth in grades 1 to
12 on an age-appropriate basis, with-
out regard to race, religion, color,
national origin, gender or disability.

Red Cross Announces
Blood Drive Saturday
GARWOOD – The Tri-County

Chapter of the American Red Cross
has announced that a blood drive will
take place on Saturday, July 28, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars building at 221 South
Avenue in Garwood.

Those age 17 and older, weighing
at least 110 pounds and in good health
are encouraged to donate. Proper iden-
tification will be required. Partici-
pants can help service programs in
their local community by saying they
want their donation to support Spon-
sor number 32044.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘till 9 • Sunday 1-5

A few days that will
change your nights forever.

45-68%SAVINGS
on select Shifman Mattresses and Box Springs. 

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

C R Y S T A L
T W I N S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
F U L L S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
QUEEN SIZE

$309
Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

B A N C R O F T
T W I N S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
KING SIZE

$249
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y

B A N C R O F T
F U L L S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
QUEEN SIZE
$249

Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

e a c h
p i e c e

C R Y S T A L
KING SIZE

$309
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e
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ROBERTSHAW FANS 6, TRIPLES; KANE CRACKS 2 HITS

WF White Baseball 11s Down
Springfield, 5-2, in NP League

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity knocked and the
Westfield White 11-year-old base-
ball team capitalized to grasp a 5-2
victory over the Springfield Minute-
men in New Providence Green League
action at Gumbert Field in Westfield
on July 19. Calvin Robertshaw pitched
four strong innings behind a smart
defense and Brad Norris closed the
door with two strong innings in relief.

Both teams’ pitchers exercised fine
control and got strong defensive sup-
port from their respective catchers,
Zack Samansky (Springfield) and
Tom Gerris (Westfield). Robertshaw
struck out six Minutemen and scat-
tered four hits, while walking only
one and hitting another with a pitch.

Norris fanned four, walked one and
allowed one hit. Springfield starting
pitcher Matt Seale recorded four
strikeouts, yielded five hits, walked
three and hit two batters while on the
mound three and two-thirds innings.
Reliever Jeffrey Lau allowed two hits,
struck out two and walked one in one
and one-third innings.

“We want them to throw strikes
and Robertshaw was throwing them
today,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jeff Gerris. “And Norris is our work-
horse.”

Westfield White totaled seven hits
and Robertshaw had two of them,
including a booming triple into the
right field fence. Cleanup hitter David
Kane nailed a pair of singles and
leadoff hitter Gerris plopped an RBI

single. Norris and Matt Archambault
each smacked a single and scored a
run. Mark Lazzarotti whacked a pair
of long fly outs to center and scored a
run, and Matt Lazzarotti walked twice,
was hit-by-a-pitch, stole a base and
scored a run. Marc Cavallo walked
and scored a run, Frankie Pinney
walked and Nick Mennona was hit by
a pitch.

Minuteman Ross Konesky rapped
a triple and scored a run. Zack
Samansky and Patrick Zahn each
drilled a double. Lau singled and
scored, and Matt Samansky beat out
an infield single.

What did make a big difference
was Westfield’s ability to coordinate
its defense during critical times. Twice

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF White 11s Win NP Green League Title
With 5-4 Victory Over Montville 11s

SIMPSON SLASHES 2-RUN HOMER, RIPS RBI SINGLE

St. Jude Continues the Quest,
Holds Back St. Aloysius, 14-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OJ Simpson made several fine de-
fensive plays in centerfield, tapped
an RBI single and followed with a
two-run home run to help St. Jude
defeat St. Aloysius, 14-10, in a St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League game at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 20 – the 38th
anniversary of man’s landing on the
moon. Maybe not quite as “huge” a
step as the event on July 20, 1969, but
it was a “small step” forward for St.

Jude in its quest to be St. Bart’s champs
on Labor Day.

The Judes launched 18 hits safely
into St. Aloysius’ territory. In addition
to Simpson’s offensive proficiency,
Chris Paterek went 3-for-3, including
slapping a St. Bart’s two-run triple,
and scored once. Brian Williams
whacked an RBI double, singled and
scored twice, and Pete Chemidlin
cracked a pair of RBI singles and
scored a run. Tom Ulichny (RBI) and
Pete Vanderheyden each singled twice
and scored once. Bruce Evans (RBI)

and Joe DeChiaro each singled and
scored twice. Don Rowbotham and
Phil Vellucci each rapped an RBI single
and scored once. Phil Appelbaum had
a single and an RBI.

Jeff Friedlander led St. Al’s 16-hit
offensive with an RBI triple, an RBI
double and an RBI single, while scor-
ing twice. Ben LoBrace was on pace
with three singles, a run scored and
an RBI in his three at bats. Chief
Brian Mahoney singled twice and
scored both times, Dan Nigro tripled

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BEYER, SHERR COMBINE FOR FOUR HITS, FOUR RBI

Scrappy Montrose Ave. Sinks
Midway Ave. Softballers, 4-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Montrose Avenue took a big step
forward, positioning itself into the
top spot in the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association (FOMSA), by
holding off Midway for a 4-2 victory
at LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July
19.

Montrose salvaged seven hits and
three walks off Midway pitcher Tony

Ciulio and was led by Nick Beyer and
Jordan Sherr, who combined for four
hits and four RBI. Ken Kup ham-
mered a double, while teammates
Justin Steil, Jim Swisher and Bob
Swisher contributed one hit each. Bob
Swisher tossed five innings of shut-
out ball, scattered 10 hits and walked
three.

Eddie Perez and Matt Cahill had it
all together for Midway with two hits

each, including two RBI, and team-
mate Jay White hammered a double.
Steve Ditrilio, Jerry Bianco, Larry
Lagidis, Anthony Blasi and Ciulio
each added singles.

“Not to worry! You’ll see us in the
playoffs. It’s been 17 days since we
played last, so you can expect us to be
a bit flat and rusty,” said team captain
Ditrilio. “We tried to get it going with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PLAY ON TIME…Westfield 11s starting pitcher Calvin Robertshaw, not shown, fielded a bunt and fired
to first baseman Mark Lazzarotti in time to get Springfield speedster Jeffrey Lau.

SEE RELEASE ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO HAMMER THE BALL…St. Jude’s Joe DeChiaro looks to hammer the ball to parts unknown in the outfield
in the game against St. Aloysius. St. Jude held off St. Aloysius, 14-10.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Frances Bradley in,
and she’ll bring results!

Frances Bradley

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Move right in!  This lovely & meticulous Split Level home boasts
a spectacular property on a peaceful, quiet street.  It has been completely updated
inside & out within the past 5 years.  The exterior updates include a new roof, siding,
windows, deck & front walkway.  The interior updates include a new kitchen, full
bath & powder room, CAC, furnace & hot water heater.  Custom shelving, built-
ins, plenty of closet space, new interior trim work and paint complete the appeal of
this beautiful home . . . make it yours today!  $589,000  (052111421)

BUY FOR $2,798/MO.
LOVELY SPLIT
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Holds Back St. Aloysius, 14-10
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WF White Baseball 11s Down
Springfield, 5-2, in NP League
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the infield positioned itself properly
to cover a bunt between the mound
and third and record the outs. In the
second inning, Robertshaw hustled
to a chopper between home plate and
the mound and fired to first to end the
inning. The smoothest Westfield play,
however, came in the fourth when
first baseman Mark Lazzarotti fielded
Minuteman Seale’s sizzler on the
outfield grass but second baseman
Cavallo covered first and received the
throw in time to record the out.

“Our boys know how to work with
each other well. They are in tune with
each other and coordinate well,” said
Westfield coach Anthony Cavallo,
who added, “When you have a 5-2
score at this stage, both teams are
playing quite well.”

Despite committing five errors,
which included a pair of throwing
errors and two wild pitches, the Min-
utemen made some fine plays. Seale
covered home successfully on an at-
tempted steal in the third inning, and
Kyle Schmidt made a nice catch in
centerfield in the fifth. Aside from the
fabulous one-handed catch made by
an unidentified Westfield fan (Bill
Kane) in the bleachers, the most spec-
tacular catch came in the fourth in-
ning when a difficult looper deflected
off the tip of the second baseman’s
glove but shortstop Lau, while falling
on his back, used his catlike reflexes
to pull off a one-handed grab to record
the out.

Lau singled and scored the
Minutemen’s first run in the top of the
first when he scooted home on a wild
pitch. Mark Lazzarotti tied the score
in the bottom of the inning when he
darted home on an overthrow.
Westfield took a 3-1 lead in the sec-
ond when Norris scored on Gerris’
RBI single to center and Cavallo
scored when the ball was mishandled.

In the fourth, Archambault, who
singled, and Matt Lazzarotti scored
to give Westfield a 5-1 lead. Konesky
tripled and scored the Minutemen’s
final run after the relay hit him on the
back and skid out of play in the sixth.

“We made five errors today and
Westfield capitalized,” said Spring-
field coach Matt Schmidt. “We al-
ways want to beat a team like Westfield
but Westfield was the better team
today. This is a great league and we
are happy to be playing with such
good teams.”
Springfield 100 001 2
Westfield 120 20x 5

In the bottom of the inning,
Simpson commented, “It’s a lot more
fun when we hit.”

His team began to have a lot of
fun. Highlighted by Paterek’s St.
Bart, two-run triple to right, St. Jude
plated seven runs on seven hits to
seize a 12-5 lead.

In the fourth, LoBrace laced a lead-
off single and Friedlander followed
with an RBI triple. “We can get right
back into this. Come on,” shouted
Nigro.

Rutkowski responded with an RBI
groundout.

Romash chanted, “Alright Tommy!
You got a run in. That’s big!”

Kehrle’s RBI triple gave the Als
three runs for the inning and nar-
rowed their deficit to 12-7. In the
fifth, Nigro tripled and scored on
Esposito’s groundout but Simpson
gave Jude some breathing room with
his two-run shot in the bottom of the
inning.

“We should treat this game like a
playoff game,” shouted Esposito in
the top of the sixth.

Mahoney punched a leadoff single
and LoBrace followed with a hopping
single. Friedlander lined an RBI single
to center but LoBrace was gunned
down by Simpson on the play, while
sliding into third. Rutkowski launched
his RBI triple to left-centerfield and
Luongo lofted his RBI sac fly to center
to make the score 14-10.

In the bottom of the inning,
LoBrace made a leaping grab at third
and followed by catching a popup to
hold Jude scoreless. In the seventh,
Ulichny snagged two straight line
drives and second baseman Will-
iams scooped a grounder and tossed
to second for the final out.
St. Aloysius 201 313 0 10
St. Jude 417 020 x 14

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION 1 (AS OF JULY 22):
TEAM W   L
American Legion 14   3
Awnings Galore 13   4
Antone’s Pub & Grill 11   6
D&K Associates   9   9
KMD Tuning   6 12
Promptcare   5 11

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W   L
SMC 10   9
The Office   9   9
Union Center National Bank   8   9
Northwest Mutual   7 12
Associated Auto Parts   6 14

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Commerce Bank 11   1
Creative Industries 10   3
LA Law   5   7
Smith Barney   5 10
Associated Auto (Silver)   1 11

American Legion 8, D&K 7
The Legion scored three runs in the

sixth then Tony Williams hit a bases-
loaded single in the seventh for the
win. A. L.’s Tom Straniero had four
hits, while Steve Pietrucha and Will-
iams added three hits apiece. Bill
Mirto contributed three RBI.
Awnings 15, Antone’s 7

Neil Grandstrand had four hits and
Brian Grandstrand, Tom Pasko, Dave
Wantel and Bruce Crawford (3B, 4
RBI) had three hits each.
The Office 10, SMC 8

Shortstop Pat Ahearn provided
some slick fielding. The victors re-
ceived clutch-hits from Ken Dunbar,
Bill Hinkle, Lou Koehler and Chip
Weiss. Glen Zuhl homered.
UCNB 19, Northwestern 17

Northwestern had the potential
winning-run thrown out at the plate,
in the seventh. UCNB rallied in the
eighth to win. UCNB’s Bill Campbell,
Charles Geiger, Steve Lemanowicz
and Jeff Villani had three hits each.
Associated Auto 27, Promptcare 11

Pitcher Bob Moffitt controlled the
bats of Promptcare, while Phil Fink,
Ron Horinko and Mac Kowaleski had
three hits apiece. Jack Helfrich
doubled and tripled, while Joe Sarica
and Kowaleski blasted homeruns.
American Legion 20, The Office 9

The Legion rapped 27 hits. Brian
Williams had five hits and Larry Berra
ripped four. Tom Straniero (6 RBI)
blasted three homeruns to up his sea-
son total to 14. Ed Belford crushed
his 12th homer of the year. Tony
Williams had three hits. Office man
Vic Trindade had three hits.
Northwestern 13, SMC 9

Insurers Bob Bierman had three
hits and Tom Romanowicz blasted a
towering, three-run homerun.
UCNB 15, Associated Auto 9

John Brown (HR), Dan D’Arcy,
Steve Lemanowicz, Al Schachman
and Jeff Villani had three hits each.
Creative 19, LA Law 14

The Law scored 11 runs in the
fourth and received three hits each
from Carmen Coppola and Bob
DeBellis. Creative totaled 28 hits, led
Bob Berger and Bill Dougherty with
four hits each. Demo Cervelli, Rich
Vitaliano (2B, 4 RBI), Tom Lombardi
(2 doubles,3 RBI) and Jerry Lestardo
(2B, 3 RBI) had three hits apiece.
Smith-Barney 17, Associated (Sil-
ver) 11

AAS tied the game in the seventh.
Dave Goodman and Pete Ierino had
three hits each and Paul Brody
homered. Smith-Barney’s Armand
Salvait whacked a bases-loaded
double in the eighth. Rich Polonitza
blasted two homers, while Tom Dick
and Bob Maley added timely hitting.
Antone’s 14, KMD Tuning 6

Westfield 11s Nip Montville
For N. Prov. Division Title

The Westfield White 11-year-old
baseball team of the New Providence
Green League won the regular-sea-
son division championship with a
thrilling come-from-behind, 5-4 vic-
tory over Montville on July 22.

Montville took a 4-0 lead before
the Westfield bats came to life in the
bottom of the third. Nick Mennona
singled and advanced on a line drive
to centerfield by Frank Pinney. Cal
Robertshaw walked, and all three of
the runners raced around the base
paths on subsequent fielding miscues
by Montville.

In the fourth, David Kane beat out
a slow grounder and moved to second
base after Matt Lazzarotti was hit-
by-a-pitch. Both runners advanced
on a wild pitch, before pulling off a
double steal that allowed Kane to
score the team’s fourth run.

Westfield added the winning run in
the fifth. Pinney had his second hit of
the game. Jack DuMont and Tom

Gerris walked, then Pinney later raced
home on a wild pitch.

Matt Archambault was Westfield’s
starting pitcher. Brad Norris relieved
and struck out six Montville batters,
including all three in the fourth inning.

The key defensive plays of the game
came in the fifth inning. With
Montville threatening to score,
centerfielder Mennona picked up a
one-hopper and threw a strike to
Norris the cutoff man. Norris fired a
bullet to catcher Gerris, who made
the tag in time. On the next play,
Robertshaw made a spectacular div-
ing catch in right field, which also
prevented the go-ahead run. In earlier
innings, Matt Lazzarotti caught a liner
that prevented Montville runners from
advancing. In the final inning, second
baseman Marc Cavallo made a diving
stop on a hard grounder, fired from his
knees to first baseman Mark Lazzarotti
to smother Montville’s chances. Jus-
tin Slavin also contributed to the win.

and scored twice, and Tom Rutkowski
ripped a legitimate triple, had two
RBI and scored once. Pat Kehrle
cracked a St. Bart’s RBI triple and
singled, and Joe Romash drilled a
pair of singles. Pat Luongo singled
and scored and had an RBI sacrifice
fly. Jason Fiore jolted an RBI single
and John Esposito scored once and
had an RBI.

After St. Al took a 2-0 lead in the
top of the first after LoBrace’s RBI
single and Friedlander’s RBI double,
Chemidlin suggested to his players
as they came in to bat, “Base hits!
Base hits! Let’s pick them apart.”

Jude picked them apart with three
walks, an error, Williams’ RBI double
and RBI singles from Evans and
Chemidlin to take a 4-2 lead. Ulichny
added an RBI single in the second
inning and Al’s Fiore ripped an RBI
single in the third, nudging the score
to 5-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST A LITTLE LATE…Westfield’s Frankie Pinney in tagged out by Spring-
field third baseman Patrick Zahn in the second inning. Westfield defeated
Springfield, 5-2, in New Providence Green League action.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
I CAN’T BELIEVE IT…St. Jude’s Ernie Bevilacqua can’t believe that he was
called out on a play at home plate in the second inning against St. Aloysius.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MULLIGAN IN SOFTBALL…Mountainside’s KMD Tuning pitcher Dan
Mulligan hopes that his pitch will not get hammered too hard in a game against
the American Legion.

WESTFIELD $949,000 WESTFIELD $634,900

WESTFIELD $1,349,000 WESTFIELD $1,995,000

WESTFIELD $549,000

WESTFIELD $3,175,000

Very spacious custom home on beautiful large property.  Includes 9
rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, foyer, updated Kitchen, large
Master suite with 15’ x 13’ sitting room, lots of closets plus room for
large spa bath.  Many updates and amenities, great location, near all
schools, park and town.

Gracious 3 Bedroom Colonial with Family Room addition, hard-
wood floors throughout, matching ceiling to floor bay windows in
Living Room and Dining Room, Dudick Kitchen with separate din-
ing area, charming built-in shelves, cabinets in Living Room and
Family Room, exterior recently painted and new CAC.

Mint condition center hall Colonial is classic, elegant and comfort-
able with spectacular gourmet Kitchen, 5 Bedrooms, Living Room
with wood-burning fireplace, hardwood floors, bookcases, newer 2.1
baths, 2-zone CAC, updated electric, great fenced yard and is close
to town, trains and schools.

When only the best will do!  A tribute to uncompromised elegance,
amazing, hand-crafted detail and features.  For the discerning buyer
who appreciates uncompromised quality.  A Primavera home stands
alone.  Home is ready!

Magnificent!  This splendid home provides a remarkable setting for
the good life.  A perfect location, on over half an acre on a lovely cul-
de-sac, this special home boasts 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths.  Custom
built in 2003.

Traditionally styled Colonial offers 8 rooms including 4 nice-sized
Bedrooms, sunlit Family Room, Living Room with fireplace, For-
mal Dining Room, Kitchen with breakfast bar, chestnut trim, hard-
wood floors, alcove and powder room, finished 3rd floor, lovely yard
and convenient location.
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Scrappy FOMSA Montrose Avenue Men Sink
Battling Midway Avenue Softballers, 4-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Golf Camp
Beginners - Grades 4-7

Tues. Aug. 21 thru Fri. Aug. 24
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Advanced - Grades 5-9
Tues. Aug. 28 thru Fri. Aug. 31

11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Lunch is included in advanced camp.  Space is limited

Any questions about these Camps please call

Westfield Golf Coach John R. Turnbull at 908-233-3989

or email JRJTurnbull@aol.com.

a few bunts but they made the plays
and came up with some clutch hits
and deserved to win. Remember
though what I said, we’re coming
back and will be ready to go.”

The “Montrose Gang” roared with
two runs in the bottom of the first
inning. Chris Kluckas earned a free
pass, darted to second, Beyer drilled
an RBI single to center and Sherr
banged a sacrifice fly ball to left cen-
ter.

Midway’s Cahill made a nice snag
at second for an out and Ditrilio got
on his horse and converted a back-
hand stab deep in left in the top of the
second inning.

In the third, Montrose scuffed the
plate with one more run. Kluckas led
off with a walk, advanced to second
and Sherr fired a two-out single to
right. Montrose got a dazzling defen-
sive performance from third baseman
and team captain Jim Swisher, who
converted six putouts in those first
three innings of play.

Midway launched a scoring threat
in the top of the fourth inning when
Perez ripped a two-out single and
Cahill rapped a double but Mike
Swisher got the beat on a Matt Blasi
shot to left and made a nice running
catch to silence the threat.

Montrose tallied a run in the fifth
inning when Kup thumped a double
and streaked home on Beyer’s sizzler
to left. In the inning, Bianco made a
smooth scoop at short and Anthony
Blasi showed off his gun by throwing
out a runner from third.

Midway opened fire and retaliated
with two runs in the sixth. Ditrilio
launched a double in the hole in right
field, Perez fired off an RBI triple and

BERNSTEIN BATS IN 4 RBI; MEEHAN, DIGIACOMO HR

St. Joseph Rises in 5th, Rocks
St. David Softball Men, 13-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quality play and crafty pitching,
capped with an eight-run outburst in
the fifth inning led St. Joseph to an
easy, 13-7 victory over a scrappy St.
David team in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at For-
est Park in Scotch Plains on July 20.

As it turned out, the hitting skills
of Marty Bernstein and Lou Messano
and effective pitching by veteran
Frank Chupko proved to make the
difference in the game. Bernstein
launched a triple, a double and a
single, and finished with four RBI.
Messano (2-for-3) crushed a pair of
doubles and tacked on two RBI and
Dan Margolis (3-for-3, run scored)
contributed to the 16-hit attack. Bill
Lyons went 2-for-3, with a run scored.
Lou Blau drilled a double and scored
a run and Dean Talcott produced two
runs. Pat Enright hacked a single and
scored a run, Tom Lesniewski tallied
a run, while Bruce Logan, Paul New-
ton and Jerry Miccolis each had a hit.

Defensively, Chupko turned a
heads-up, pitcher to second
(Messano) to first (Lesniewski)
double play in the second inning.
Messano scooped a grounder, stepped
on second and delivered to first
(Lesniewski) for a double play, quell-

ing a rally in the seventh.
Slugger Chris Meehan provided St.

David with power by clocking a two-
run homer in the first and added a
single. Steve DiGiacomo reached star-
dom with his solo blast homer in the
sixth. Tim Deegan whizzed two
singles and had two RBI. Leadoff
hitter Mike Stiller hit safely in all four
of his plate appearances, Bobby
Chianowyz went 2-for-4 and scored a
run and Captain David Rothenberg
slapped a pair of singles. Nate
Mangiris, pitcher Matt Vastano and
Joe Sodano each slapped singles.
Vastano made a fine ‘el grande’ snag
in the fourth. Chianowyz playing left,
provided two fine running snags and
George Balint made a great stretch at
second to record an out in the sixth.

The Daves took a 2-0 lead in the top
of the first when Stiller who singled
rounded the bases after Meehan de-
livered a shot that landed somewhere
in never-never land. The lead was
short-lived, however, as St. Joseph
snapped back with a run in the bottom
of the inning and two in the second
inning. Bernstein drained a triple to
left and scored on Lyons’ sac fly in
the first, while Talcott and Lesniewski
lofted RBI sac fly balls to centerfield
in the second. In the third, St. Joseph
snarled with two runs to take a 5-2

lead. Miccolis ripped a single up the
gut, Messano burned a gapper for a
double and Bernstein sizzled a two-
run single to leftfield.

St. David chipped away with a run
in the fourth when Deegan scuffed
the plate on an overthrow.

One inning later, after Vastano
hollered, “Bobby, I know you get
hungry. There’s a dish in front of
you.” Chianowyz tomahawked a
single scoring Stiller.

Firing at will, in the bottom of the
fifth, St. Joseph sealed the deal and put
eight runs on the board. Logan lashed
a single. Newton walked. Messano
and Bernstein added back-to-back two-
run doubles. Lyons slapped a single.
Enright and Margolis each ripped RBI
singles. Blau lifted a sac fly to deep
center and Talcott got into the act
scoring a run on an infield bobble.

Desperate after accessing the dam-
age, Dave’s Vastano muttered, “My
pitching is on. Are we men or what?
Let’s get eight, right now. Heeding
Vastano’s direct order, DiGiacomo
stepped up and clobbered his solo
homer to left center in the sixth and
Deegan walloped a two-run laser in
the seventh but it was not quite
enough.
St. David 200 111 2 7
St. Joseph 122 080 x 13

scuffed the plate on a single by Cahill.
With Manny Perez hollering words

of encouragement. “He’s throwing
meatballs now. Just hit it over the
middle and don’t try to kill it,” the
Montrose defensive gang led by Bill
Swisher and Bob Swisher, silenced
the threat by executing three putouts
to perfection.
Midway 000 002 0 2
Montrose 201 010 x 4

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT SECOND BASE…Montrose leftfielder Mike Swisher catapults himself to second base as Midway Ave.
second baseman Jay White awaits the relay. Montrose sank Midway, 4-2.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OH YES, BABY, I’M IN THERE…Eating a bit of dirt while barreling into third after tripling in the first inning does not
seem to agree with St. Joseph’s Marty Bernstein. Marty also  ripped a two-run single in the third and banged a two-run double
in the fifth. The Joe’s rocked the St. David men, 13-7 on July 20.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/29  1-5PM $859,900
Just 10 years old, this 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial offers all the features you want in new
construction.  Built by Michael Mahoney, the two-story foyer opens to a living room, formal dining room
& open family room & kitchen.  Sliders from the family room open onto the deck and a very large private
yard.  Four generous bedrooms include a very spacious master w/private bath & walk-in closets.  The extra
high basement, ready to be finished, reasonable taxes & a great location close to schools, make this home
a perfect choice.  DIR: Mountain Ave. to Woodland to Grant to Garfield to Wallberg #825  (052111310)

WESTFIELD CHARMING COLONIAL $859,900
Charm is in abundance in this 5 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half bath Colonial in the Professional-1 District.
Parquet floors, beamed ceilings, updated eat-in kitchen with butler pantry, living room, family room, powder
room & 2 fireplaces occupy the 1st floor.  2nd floor boasts 3 bedrooms and a full bath.  3rd floor features 2
additional bedrooms and another full bath.  Basement features recreation room, workshop, powder room &
exercise area.  Experience serenity at night in the enclosed front porch or the two-tier deck in back overlooking
a park-like landscaped yard.  Close to library, train & Mindowaskin Park.  Dual uses include residential
one-family occupancy or professional use.  (052111408)

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new
construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer flanked by library/
study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a large family room with a
distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will complement
the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted
in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER ENTRY COLONIAL $739,900
This distinctive Center Entry Colonial, exquisitely rebuilt in 2000, reflects unsurpassed attention to detail
with quality amenities & interesting architectural features throughout.  The tasteful color palette enhances
a sunlit 2-story entry, grande formal dining room, gracious living room w/fireplace, gourmet kitchen adjacent
to family room, 4 spacious bedrooms & so much more.  Set in the tranquil “country” section of Lake Ave.,
yet moments from shops, schools, recreation & transportation.  School bus for Coles Elementary School
stops in front of house.  (052111194)

SCOTCH PLAINS SPECTACULAR RENOVATED CUSTOM COLONIAL $1,199,900
A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty.  Set on a cul-de-sac on a .43 acre lot,
this wonderful home’s rooms flow effortlessly through the open floor plan, perfect for everyday or formal
entertaining.  A column of windows in the living room allows light to flood the interior.  A breakfast
sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm & expands the 1st floor living space while the family room’s
fireplace adds warmth.  Four spacious bedrooms, including the master with spa quality bath, & two additional
baths finish the 2nd fl.  A finished basement & 2-car garage complete this fabulous home.  (052NEW)

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/29  1-5PM
Fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial with many upgrades throughout.  Spacious & bright
rooms w/open floor plan on a quiet street.  Custom EIK with granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, 2 gas
fireplaces, 2nd floor laundry, newly finished basement with wine cellar and ½ bath.  2-zone gas heating/
cooling, newer furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too!  DIR: New Providence Rd. to Wood Valley to Indian
Trail #293  (052111095)

$899,999

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and
an initial A.P.R. of 7.340%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter
subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insur-
ance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 6/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 13.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2968.75 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth
in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5579.89 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ
Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 7.340%

For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 7.340%

For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $3,515/MO.
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SPF 8s Gold Crushes Edison,
Captures North Edison Title
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8-

year-old Gold Tournament team con-
cluded its season with a convincing
17-6 thrashing of Edison.

The Little Raiders played outstanding
baseball and received strong pitching
from their rotation, which included
Jimmy Harcourt, Jake Longo, Matt
Lettieri, Kyle Kelly, Peter Yarem, Kyra
Lockhart and Mark Uehlinger. In the
five tournament games, they held their
opponents to less than six runs per game.

Throughout the tournament, the Gold
did most of the damage with their bats.
Kelly, Matt Lettieri, Harcourt, Longo,
Peter Warren, Ryan Peterson, Robbie
Viglione, Sean Valli and Lockhart all
concluded with multi-hit games.

In the finals the SPF 8s received an
outstanding performance from
Harcourt, who pitched three solid in-
nings and went 3-for-3 at the plate. The
kids followed the instruction of coach
Mike Lettieri as he instructed his play-
ers to be disciplined at the plate. The

instruction paid off as the Raiders col-
lected seventeen walks in their victory.
They also received outstanding defense
from catcher Warren and outfielders
Uehlinger and Mark Occhipinti.

The championship capped off an
outstanding first season for the Gold 8s
as they completed their campaign by
taking hardware in all four tournaments
that they entered. The coaching staff
was very proud of the way the kids
handled themselves both on and off the
field. The boys also got tremendous
support from their parents and families,
which is the main ingredient for a suc-
cessful program for the upcoming years.

Westfield White 9U Dominates
Summit Maroon in Playoff, 20-4

PICTURE PERFECT SLIDE…Westfield White 9’s Mitchell Bryk slides safely in
third, knocking the ball from the Summit third baseman’s glove for a first inning
triple during a 20-4 Westfield victory.

The Westfield White 9U baseball
team put it all together to defeat Sum-
mit, 20-4, in four innings at Gumbert
Field in Westfield to advance to the
playoff semifinals.

Pitcher Peter Walter held Summit
scoreless in the top of the first and
Tommy Sabato got Westfield bats
rolling with a leadoff single to center.
Ryan Bowman walked and Steve
Barmakian singled to left to load the
bases. Liam Heinbokel and Holden
Sabato followed with RBI walks. Jor-
dan Hindes drilled a hit to right, scor-
ing Barmakian to make it 3-0. Austin
Kreusser singled then Mitchell Bryk
and Michael Jeffrey rapped back-to-
back triples to make the score 7-0.

Summit plated all four of its runs in
the second inning but Walter man-
aged to pitch out of the jam. Westfield

leveled Summit with 10 runs in its
half of the second. Walter singled and
Bowman laid down a beautiful drag
bunt to load the bases. Heinbokel
thumped a two-run triple. Hindes,
Bryk, Walter and Bowman added hits.

Sabato took the mound in the third
and pitched two shutout innings. He
struck out the side twice and only
surrendered a walk and bloop single
in the third and a walk in the fourth.

Westfield added three runs in the
third on a two-run single by Kruesser
and a sacrifice fly by Bryk. All
Westfield players reached base and
scored at least once in the game. The
victory, advanced the White to face
the winner between Long Hill and
Cranford.
Summit 0    4 0  0 4
Westfield 7 (10) 3  x 20

FUN IN WILLIAMSPORT…Westfield 12-year-old B White baseball team spent
the weekend of July 14-15 in Williamsport, PA. The boys played two games
against local Pennsylvania teams and received a private tour of the little league
museum and championship field. They also attended a Williamsport Crosscutter
minor league game. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Clay Beyert, Max
Bohall, Joe Mele, Brian Schor and DJ Cummings; back row, Jon Nanna, Dan
Dougherty, Dan LaCorte, Eric Oberman, Nick Constantine and Coach Manny
Chavez. Not Pictured: Christian Menares-Brown, Chris Castaldo, Chris Fischer
and Shakiyl Glasco.

Westfield White 12s Visit
L. L. World Series Stadium
The Westfield White 12-year-old

baseball team visited and played in
Williamsport, Pa, the Home of the Little
League World Series. They were ac-
companied by their families and Coach
Manny Chavez on July 14 and 15.

Westfield played two games against
two different Pennsylvania teams: the
Bloomsburg Little League and the
Berwick Little League. They were
given a guided tour of the Little League
Museum and the Lamade Stadium
Complex, which includes two stadi-
ums: the Howard J. Lamade Stadium,
which is the original Little League
World Series Stadium since 1959, and
the Volunteer Stadium Little League
World Series Stadium 2 built in 2001.

The 60th Little League World Se-
ries is scheduled for August 18-27.

The grand finale for the team was on
Saturday night they went to Bowman
Stadium to watch a minor league game
between the Williamsport Crosscutters
and the Hudson Valley Renegades with
reserved seating behind home plate.
Later that evening they enjoyed a fire-
works display as they sat in Center
Field of Bowman Stadium as Special
Guests of the Williamsport
Crosscutters Minor League Team.

The team includes: Jonathan
Nanna, Dan Dougherty, Danny
LaCorte, Eric Oberman, Nick
Constantine, Joe Mele, Brian Schor,
DJ Cummings, Clay Beyert, Max
Bohall. Not present were: Coach John
Torres, Christian Menares-Brown,
Chris Castaldo, Chris Fischer and
Shakiyl Glasco.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 8/21/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

FHWA Existing Drainage Restoration Region North 2007; Various Drainage
Systems on Various State Highways, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Union

and Warren Counties, Federal Project No: STP-B00S (265), DP  NO: 07401

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects,  Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 7/19/07, 7/26/07 and 8/2/07, The Leader Fee: $186.66

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Gold 8s baseball team

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

St. Jude/St. Aloysius Softball
West/Springfield 11 Baseball
Montrose/Midway Softball

St. Joseph/St. David Softball

David Ackerman
• Top Sales Month of June
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

David Ackerman
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite David Ackerman in, and he’ll bring results!

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield

Scotch Plains

Westfield
Lovingly cared for colonial.  Eat-in kitchen, 4 exceptionally
large bedrooms, finished basement with bath, deck & more.
WSF0555

Outstanding 10 room Tudor.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
multi-zone heat & cac.  Top-of-the-line kitchen, major
upgrades throughout.  WSF0550

Sterling Chase.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, large master
bedroom suite, deck off kitchen, finished basement, central
vac & more.  WSF0376

Stately center hall colonial sparkles with cutting edge
amenities.  5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 fireplaces, 2 laundry
areas. WSF0548

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$849,000

$890,000 $745,000

$1,849,000 Springfield
Open, sun-filled end unit 4 yrs young.  Eat-in kitchen with
granite, hardwood floors 1st level, master suite & more.
WSF0595

$449,000

Scotch Plains
Pristine colonial built in 2004.  Wonderful amenities include
gracious foyer, hardwood floors, 9’ ceilings, Trex deck.
WSF0372

$729,000
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OCEAN SWIMMERS…Ten swimmers from Highland Swim Club in Scotch
Plains, the most in the club’s history, competed in the one-mile Avon Ocean Swim
on July 14. The 15+ team placed second and the 14U team placed third. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Kelly Ayers, Bill Reichle, Jacqueline Cirincione and
Caitlin Foley; back row, Kelsey Rossi, Ellen Tomljanovic, Kristen Henkels, Matt
Miller, Brian Pesin and Peter Weigel.

Westfield White 11U Capture
Edison Summer Fun Tourney

After capturing the American Di-
vision title with an 11-2 record, the
Westfield White 11U baseball team
defeated District Champion North
Brunswick, 13-11, to win the Edison
Summer Fun Tournament on July 19.

Despite an initial defeat to East
Brunswick, the White went on to de-
feat Edison, 16-3. Next the White
edged Scotch Plains, 4-3, despite be-
ing down 3-1 in the last inning. After
stopping Bayonne, 11-10, Westfield
beat North Edison, 13-10, in the first
playoff round.

According to head coach Matt
Smoot the Championship victory fol-
lowed the same script that has helped
his team achieve the success they
have earned this year. “We could not
be more proud of this group of kids,
as they have played the game as it
should be played, never giving up and
never losing perspective on what base-
ball should be about, and that is to be
aggressive at all times and most im-
portantly to always have fun!”

Coach Smoot told the team prior to
the first pitch to go out and play as if
they were playing whiffle ball against
their friends from the neighborhood
and everything else – win or lose –
would take care of itself. The club
responded with its fifth come-from-
behind victory in the late innings.

Down 10-6 in the bottom of the
fifth, Westfield scored seven runs to
secure the championship.

“This was a total team effort from
top to bottom! Everyone hit and Chris
Sweeney pitched four very solid in-
nings with Dylan Elliott shutting
down North Brunswick in their last

two at bats,” said coach Smoot.
Throughout the tournament,

Westfield was led by a very high
scoring offense. Marc Luino. Matt
Storcks, and Tom Randazzo all helped
provide the spark needed at the top of
the order, helping set the table for
Elliott, Peter Zecca, Matthew Smoot,
Jacob Wasserman, Christopher Arena,
Conner Cummings, as well as Connor
Hagan, Patrick Decker and Sweeney,
who all had timely hits and key RBI.

“We all hope to return next season
to continue to improve on playing on
the bigger field and having some more
fun,” said Assistant Coaches Marc
Luino and Frank Arena.

WF ‘White’ 11s Advance
In Rahway Tournament

The Westfield White 11-year-old
team advanced in Rahway’s Inaugu-
ral Summer Invitational Baseball
Tournament by defeating the North
Brunswick Raiders, 14-1, on July 15.
The victory raised Westfield’s season
mark to 10-5 and 2-2 in the tourna-
ment.

Westfield plated eight runs in the
first inning. Catcher Tom Gerris
rapped a leadoff single to centerfield.
Mark Lazzarotti nailed a two-run
home run down the leftfield line.
Calvin Robertshaw followed with a
single and scored when David Kane
drove a pitch to the fence for his third
home run of the season.

Up 4-0 with no outs, Brad Norris
drilled a line drive double. Matt
Archambault walked and Justin Slavin
sacrificed. Frank Pinney hit a scream-
ing two-run single. Matt Lazzarotti
singled and scored on an overthrow.

Westfield added four more in the
second inning, highlighted by back-

to-back home runs from Gerris and
Mark Lazzarotti. Robertshaw and
Kane singled, then Norris and
Archambault followed with RBI. In
the fourth, Norris belted a two-run
home run.

Marc Cavallo, Jack Dumont and
Nick Mennona all contributed to the
win. Archambault, Kane and Matt
Lazzarotti took care of the pitching
duties, limiting the Raiders to two hits.

On July 14, Cranford beat Westfield
19-6. Robertshaw tripled, and Kane
hammered a home run over the
centerfield fence. Dumont, Gerris and
Mark Lazzarotti added solid hitting.
Brendin Halipin and Javier Roman
pitched for Cranford, while Justin
Bakie added two home runs.

Earlier in the week, Westfield beat
Rahway 13-3 (tournament) and
Bridgewater 12-4 (regular season).
The Westfield Blue avenged an ear-
lier season loss to the White with a
10-8 victory (tournament).

Garwood Youth Wins
State Gymnastics Title
Alonza Klopfer, an eight-year-old

from Garwood, captured the State
Championship in the Jr. Women’s
Olympic Gymnastics competition for
the second consecutive year. In the
eight-year-old Jr. Level 5 category,
Klopfer took first all-around with a
combined score of 38.225, as well as
first in balance beam and vault with
scores of 9.675 and 9.55, respectively.
She also earned second place on floor
exercises and fifth place on uneven
bars with scores of 9.55 and 9.45,
respectively.

This season has brought Alonza a
first place AA at every meet and her
personal best score on beam with a
9.85. Klopfer is currently training Level
6 under the husband/wife coaching team
of Iva Kremlova and Paul Lockamy at
Sunburst Gymnastic in Union.Gymnast Alonza Klopfer of Garwood

The Westfield White 11U baseball team

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

737 Prospect Street, Westfield
Wonderful new home built with great attention to detail on deep lot featuring an
open front porch; 2 story entry Foyer; formal Living and Dining Rooms; Kitchen
w/center island and eating area open to Family Room w/fireplace; Master Bedroom
suite with walk in closet and private bathroom; 2nd floor laundry; and multi zone
heating and cooling.  Great location close to town and across from playground!

548 Codding Road, Westfield
Immaculate 3 year young Mahoney Built 4 bedroom 3 ½ bath open front porch
Colonial beautifully appointed with a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen
w/granite counters and breakfast bar open to Family Room w/sliding French doors
to yard with deck.  Dramatic Master Bedroom suite with vaulted ceilings, walk in
closet and luxurious full bath.  Great finished basement with Recreation Room and
full bath.  Conveniently located to schools, park, town and NYC transportation.

941 Cleveland Avenue, Westfield
Airy 4 Bedroom 3 ½ bath home loaded with detail and custom amenities including
beautiful cherry floors with maple inlays; featuring a fabulous floor-plan including
Living and Dining Rooms separated by open gas fireplace; a gourmet Eat-In Kitchen
w/great walk in pantry and a luxurious Master Bedroom Suite with full bath and
custom walk in closet.  Conveniently located to Franklin School.

1350 Overhill Street, Westfield
1 of 2 New Homes to be built on a quiet cul-de-sac by NeedlePoint Homes featuring
a Foyer leading to formal Living and Dining Rooms; Eat-In Kitchen w/center island
open to Family Room w/fireplace; Library; 4 Bedrooms 2 ½ baths including a Mas-
ter Suite w/full bath and walk in closet; finished ground level Recreation Room; 2nd

floor Laundry and 3 car Garage.  Dir:  Prospect to Madison to Overhill Street

222 Delaware Street, Westfield
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 1 full and 2 half bath Split Level nestled on spacious
lot featuring an Entrance Hall; Living Room; Formal Dining Room w/sliders to
Deck; Family Room; Recreation Room in Basement and 1 car attached Garage.

535 First Street, Westfield
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath Colonial with many updates including a
newer roof; vinyl siding and many new windows.  Featuring an enclosed front
porch leading to a Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; EIK; 1st floor Den
and Recreation Room.  Conveniently located to schools; park; town and NYC
transportation.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

www.frankdisoldi.com

$499,999 $575,000 $925,000

$899,900 $1,199,900 $1,399,999

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

ELIZABETH “BETH” KRONCKE
Sales Associate

DIRECT: 908-233-5555 x 132
CELL: 908-337-5971

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

elizabeth.kroncke@cbmoves.com
www.elizabethkroncke.com

LOCATION • LOCATION• LOCATION

Wychwood colonial, 4 bedrooms,
3.2 baths, Lrg. country kitchen,

attached family room with gas fpl.,
engl. Garden.

GREAT NEW PRICE
$999,000.

OPEN HOUSE
THIS SUNDAY  1-4PM

40 CANTERBURY LANE,
WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD
CLASSIC CENTER HALL

$1,175,000

6 Brms, 3.2 Bths, Living Room, Lrg.

EIK, Den, Screened Porch, 75 x 150
property on quiet street.  Walk to
downtown, library, and NYC trans-

portation.  WSF#0581
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Move In & Enjoy
Open Sunday, 1-4pm 

SCOTT GLEASON TEAM 

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited 
200 North Ave East Westfield NJ 07090 

www.WestfieldLife.com
908-518-5456 

All the updating is done for you in this generously       
proportioned Colonial.  You’ll appreciate the updated 
kitchen and baths, new AC, fresh colors and more. 

Fabulously tranquil 723 Castleman Drive.
3 Blocks to Washington School. 3BR, 1.5 baths. $675,000 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
August 7, 2007 for the

“2007 IMPROVEMENT OF
MADISON AVENUE IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

1,900 linear feet of Granite Block Curb-
ing

685 cubic yards of Roadway Excavation
(including Conc. Road)

375 cubic yards of Dense Graded Ag-
gregate stone

775 tons of 4 inch thick Bituminous Con-
crete Stabilized Base Course

3,315 square yards of 2 inch thick Hot
Mix Asphalt Surface Course

1,100 square feet of 6 inch thick Con-
crete Apron

500 square feet of 4 inch thick Concrete
Walk

10 each Trees (6 inch – 36 inch dia.) to
be removed

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety Com-
pany would provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town; it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 7/26/07, The Leader Fee: $70.89

Michael C. Buccola
Broker / Owner

Service
301 Lenox Avenue, Westfield

908-232-9500

HIDDEN MEADOWS 

 
Be a part Scotch Plains’ newest neighborhood.  “Hidden Meadows”. is

new cul-de-sac of  exceptional homes. Relax on the front porch of this

classically designed five bedroom, three bath home. Features include a

first floor bedroom and bath, family room with gas fireplace, nine-foot

ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors, oak railings, a deluxe trim

package including crown moldings & wainscoting. The gourmet kitchen

includes custom wood cabinetry with a center island, granite countertops

and hardwood flooring. The oversized master bedroom includes a master

bath with raised platform whirlpool tub & separate stall shower. Two

zone heat & central air conditioning.  Presented at $989,900.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that  sealed
bids will be received  by the Board of
Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public School District, Union County, New
Jersey, for REFUSE DISPOSAL for the
period of September 1, 2007 to August 31,
2010.

Copies of the Bid Specification may be
obtained at the Board Secretary’s Office
on or after July 26, 2007 between the
hours of 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM. The ad-
dress is Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, 07076.

Bids for the above will be received at the
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
07076, on Thursday, August 9, 2007 at
11:00 AM (Prevailing Time) and will be
publicly opened and read immediately
thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with the
name and address of bidder and work bid
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation for not less than ten per cent (10%)
of the amount of the bid, but in no case in
excess of $20,000.00 and must be deliv-
ered to the Secretary of the Board of
Education, or the Board’s designated rep-
resentative, at the above place on or be-
fore the hour named. The Board of Educa-
tion assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informa-
tion in the bidding if deemed in  the interest
of the Board of  Education to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A  Pertaining to “N. J. Public
Schools”.

All Bidders are place on notice they are
required to comply with the requirements
of P. L.  1975, Chapter 127.

By Order of the Board of Education of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Dis-
trict, Union County, New Jersey

Anthony Del Sordi
School Business Administrator/

Board Secretary
1 T - 7/26/07, The Times Fee: $53.04

CLASSIFIEDS

2004 HONDA CIVIC

15K miles, 4dr, a/c, pwr,
automatic, drk gray.
Like new, $13,000

(917) 902-9890

SAVE THE CATS

Need a home for two cats.
7 yr old gray male (Baby),

8 yr old black fem. (Brewster).
Healthy, w/shots.

Pref together, will split.
Leigh (908) 337-9167

YARD SALE

WESTFIELD
Saturday, July 28

316 Hazel Ave, 9 AM - 3 PM
No early birds please.

Home Decor/Furnishings, Art
Beautiful Stuff

1 BR WYCHWOOD GD COOP

$190,000 - pool, off-street parking,
extra storage, A/C, w/d in bld.

(908) 370-1084
https://home.comcast.net/

~manalake

EXCELLENT PAINTING

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
Power Washing - Painting
Complete Preparation, Good
Work, Good Price. Free Estimates

Call Ed (908) 220-2858
or (908) 220-3825

PERSONAL TRAINER

Personal Trainer available to train
you in the comfort of your own
home. If your looking to get into
shape please contact me. I am an
R.N. and give nutritional
counseling. Please call Kim for
initial consultation.

(732) 580-8495

HAIRSTYLIST

Upscale salon and day spa is
seeking a skilled and talented
professional. A great opportunity
for the right individual who loves
to make people look and feel good.
Full-time, competitive salary and
commission, paid vacations,
health plan and class tuition
reimbursement. (908) 322-5400

HIGH FASHION JEWELRY

Host a Premier Designs Jewelry
home show and receive 30% of
your show’s value in FREE
JEWELRY!! Contact me at
DebbiesPremier@gmail.com

or (908) 403-9485

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utilities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

SEEKING NANNY

Seeking a warm, loving and
energetic nanny to care for 3
children - ages 5, 4, and 1. 30 to
40 hours per week. Must drive.
Contact Christine - (914) 953-2435

1996 ACURA NSX 4000$

1996 Acura Nsx, $4000, good
cond, low mi, clear title, ext:red,
int:black, Removable TARGA top,
5-speed manual transmission.
Contact me on my e mail adress:
m i h a s t a f @ h o t m a i l . c o m

LEGAL SECRETARY

Small litigation lawfirm in Spring-
field seeks legal secretary 2 to 5
yrs exp. MS Word & Time Matters
a plus. Friendly work environment.

Please fax resume to Susan
(973) 258-9899 or e-mail to

SCapiello@wpslawfirm.com.

WILLITS DOG SERVICES

Whether You Work Long Hours,
Going On Vacation, or recovering
from an injury/illness...
Your pet will be safe, secure, fed,
and exercised in their own familiar
environment.

Call Laurie (609) 384-1818
serving Union County.

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Quality private Westfield Dental
practice is seeking a bright,
energetic, self motivated, people
oriented person to assist chair
side. X-ray license is preferred.
Applicant must be detailed
oriented and flexible. Computer
knowledge & facility with e-mail &
word processing is a must.

E-mail resume to
diane@smilewestfieldnj.com

ASSISTANT NEEDED

Wanted - P/T assistant for small
business owner. Duties include
both personal & admin-
istrative tasks. Good inter-
personal and organizational skills
a must. 8-10 hours/week.

Call Carrie - (908) 591-0950

NANNY NEEDED

Sincere, Responsible, Hard-
working nanny wanted, full-time
for Westfield family with 3 girls
ages 11, 14 and 17. Must drive,
light housework. Please call
Richard or Caitlin (908) 789-4634
or (908) 400-1974

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, by authority
of said Board, solicits sealed bids for stu-
dent transportation. Bids to be received at
the Business Office of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, located at
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 up to 11:00
a.m. prevailing time on August 9, 2007

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES

2007-2008 School Year
Bid # 0708-2

Specifications are available upon re-
quest at the Business Office of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, lo-
cated at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

All bids must be submitted on the bid
form contained in the specifications.  Bids
which are not submitted on such form may
be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27).  Affirmative Action

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Anthony DelSordi
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 7/26/07, The Times Fee: $33.66

Westfield Board of Ed
Holds Goal-Setting Retreat

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education met earlier this
month at its year-end retreat to discuss
goals for the upcoming school year.

Board President Ginny Leiz pre-
sided over the evening meeting, held
at the Westfield High School library,
which provided opportunity for par-
ticipation by all the board members,
including Vice President Julia Walker,
as well as Ann Cary, Beth Cassie,
Jane Clancy, Alice Hunnicutt, Gary
McCready, Anne Riegel and Richard
Solomon.

Margaret Dolan, whom the board
previously appointed as Superinten-
dent of the Westfield Public Schools,
effective September 1, presented top-
ics addressing student achievement,
facilities, personnel, safety and com-
munication.

Ted Kozlik, assistant superinten-
dent of Student Services, and Robert
Berman, business administrator and
board secretary, also attended the
meeting.

“I was very pleased with the spirited
discussion that Dr. Dolan’s recom-
mendations prompted,” Mrs. Leiz said.

“The board looks forward to pre-
senting a draft of our goals to the
public at a meeting this fall. We will
also post our plans on the district
website for public input,” she added.

THE DOCTOR IS IN...Dr. Todd
Flannery, a former resident of Scotch
Plains and a graduate of Johns Hopkins
University, was recently awarded a
scholarship to train in Radiation On-
cology at the Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston, Mass. He will com-
plete his residency in radiation oncol-
ogy in June 2008.

Aguero Makes
Weinberg Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Kristin Aguero of

Westfield, a student in the Weinberg
College of Arts and Sciences at North-
western University in Evanston, Ill.,
was named to the Dean’s List for the
spring quarter of the 2006-07 aca-
demic year.

Students on the Dean’s List have
attained a grade point average of at
least 3.7 out of 4.

Colby College Names
Smith to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Kevin Smith, a
sophomore at Colby College in
Waterville, Me., was named to the
Dean’s List for his outstanding aca-
demic achievement during the spring
semester of the 2006-2007 year.
Kevin, the son of Edward and Mary
Smith of Westfield, majors in eco-
nomics and philosophy. He attended
Seton Hall Preparatory School.

Students whose grade point aver-
ages are in the top 30 percent are
named to the Dean’s List.

Sunday, 7/29 • 12 pm to 5 pm
552 Alden Avenue, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE:

Lovely 5-bedroom center hall colonial in the Gardens

neighborhood.  Beautiful, large gourmet kitchen. Large
living room with fireplace, built-in bookcases and french

doors. Bright sunroom. Formal dining room. Finished

basement playroom. Perennial landscaped yard. Walk to
downtown, train, park and schools. Quiet, tree-lined street

with lots of kids. Great schools.  $1.195K

908-389-9268 www.552Alden.com

Cooperating with Realtors 2.5%
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  For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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  NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2006 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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                        Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

    JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 

872 Winyah Ave. Westfield, New Jersey

Open House: Sunday July 29  1:00-4:00PM

Tucked away on one of Wychwood’s most picturesque lanes, this magical Center Hall Colonial casts its
spell with an idyllic blend of traditional details, modern amenities and a beautiful pastoral setting. The
interior glows with hardwood floors, moldings, custom features, abundant windows and splendid updates.
The spacious family room addition is just off the updated, granite-accented kitchen and complements a
gracious living room & dining room. The master suite is a private haven while another bedroom suite
welcomes guests with a cozy charm. With ample room for all, there are three additional bedrooms, a
second floor laundry room, office and a basement with a rec room, sauna & climate controlled wine
closet. Equally as captivating, the surrounding grounds come alive with beautiful plantings, mature
shrubbery and towering trees.  Presented for $1,695,000.  DIR: Wychwood to Canterbury to Winyah.

Gary A. and Patricia A. Puskar to
Ryan D. and Courtney M. Osterholm,
192 Second Street, $575,500.

George P. and Stefanie Hansen to
Jason Perez and Kelly A. Komoroski,
26 Mary Lane, $360,000.

Stephen C. and Rosemarie Clarke

Recent Home Sales
FANWOOD

Anthony L. Gotter and Lauren P.
Shearman to Paulo J. and Meredith A.
Ferreira, 103 Helen Street, $440,000.

Estate of Mary A. O’Connor to
Catherine Clark, 50 Shady Lane,
$400,000.

Raymond T. Dodd, Trustee to
Adrian A. Perez and Paula A. Neves,
153 Pleasant Avenue, $365,500.

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. to Manuel
Figueiredo and Susie Matinho, 17
Pandick Court, $389,000.

Gail M. Martins to Donald W. and
Donna K. Vogler, 6 Beech Avenue,
$435,000.

34 South Martine Avenue, LLC to
Messercola Bros. Building Co. Inc.,
34 South Martine Avenue, $350,000.

Thomas M. and Victoria J.
Brundage, 102 Willoughby Road,
$417,000.

Wade M. and Amy Morehead, 322

WESTFIELD
Jitendra D. Sharma and Veena

Upadhyay to Evan and Amanda
Rosen, 96 Fairhill Drive, $895,000.

Allan Chrone and Ralph Rapuano
to Christopher T. and Samantha M.
Jordan, 55 Fairhill Drive, $1,925,000.

Stone Creek Realty LLC to Charles
and Nancy Zaffuto, 940 Minisink
Way, $2,800,000.

Embree 706 LLC to James W. and
Rosaria Smith, 706 Embree Cres-
cent, $1,290,000.

Jonathon Gabriel to Venkata R. and
Usha N. Eleswarapu, 11 Wychview
Drive, $1,630,000.

Peter L. and Kara Korn, Jr. to Chris-
topher J. and Jeanmarie G. Kiernan,
460 Topping Hill Road, $1,540,000.

LaGrande Avenue, $450,000.
Estate of Robert R. Buck to Joseph

DeRose and Jose Neves, 167 Pleas-
ant Avenue, $575,000.

Audrey M. Martin to Sergio Diaz
and Flavia Deabreu, 305 North Av-
enue, $380,000.

Mary C. Bellomo to James and
Diosa Morton, 85 Montrose Avenue,
$400,000.

Russell and Edna Byrd to Sindre
Sandvik and Heather Hammett-
Sandvik, 51 Trenton Avenue, $366,500.

Estate of Marjorie Janice Odell to
Andrew Callow and Carolyn Jehle,
140 Russell Road, $430,000.

Gadi and Sigal Lenz to Jacques
Pinili and Florence Prantilla, 69 Shady
Lane, $460,000.

William A. and Carol S. Woidt to
John and Irina Armstrong, 115
Westfield Road, $553,500.

Phil and Rose Sigler to Dov Ben-
Shimon and Leslie K. Klieger, 44

Arlene Court, $440,000.
Mildred G. D’Aloisio to William F.

Mariani and Sheila V. Hilliard, 40 St.
John’s Place, $355,000.

Thomas S. and Mary F. Smith to
Jonathan Bizzarro and Jocelyn
Demers, 25 Estelle Lane, $415,000.

Eugene Wrzesinski to Barttomey
Adamczyk, 5 Crest Lane, $545,000.

John J. and Kelly M. Sponheimer
to Jerome and Andrea R. Baglien,
120 Paterson Road, $505,000.

Joel Bragen to Paul and Joni E.
Elliot, 143 Farley Avenue, $475,000.

Barry and Nancy Brenner to Elias
and Michelle B. Habayeb, 210 Can-
terbury Road, $1,470,000.

Belle Maurer to Paul C. Munz, 126
Jefferson Avenue, $800,000.

Todd L. Evans to Michael E. Fay,
423 Boulevard, $450,000.

Joan Taaffe to Gregory Fiore, 515
Trinity Place, $325,000.

Christopher Lee Stevenson and
Qiang Qiang to Donnell and Tahra
Wright, 2 Evergreen Court, $877,500.

Anita J. Tulko to Michael J. and
Mary A. McCabe, 1815 Boynton
Avenue, $453,000.

William J. and Linda Dobson, Jr. to
Gregory J. and Keri A. Temo, 305
Baker Avenue, $784,000.

Harrison 219 LLC to David
Shaywitz and Diana Brainard, 219
Harrison Avenue, $1,325,000.

Jeffrey B. Kole to 710 South Av-
enue LLC, 710 South Avenue West,
$525,000.

Helen and Joseph J. Lazar, Jr. to
Fox and Foxx Development LLC,
817 Harding Street, $460,000.

Joan M. Miller to John and Lorraine
Mormile, 235 Benson Place,
$685,000.

Jonathan T. Brown and Wendy R.
Santella to Richard A. and Susan E.
Scheurer, 137 Belmar Terrace,
$520,000.

Theresa A. Castellano to Daniel F.
and Michelle A. Zemsky, 17 North
Wickom Drive, $550,000.

to Mark William Budries, 54 Fourth
Street, $430,000.

Steven M. Mahoney to Thomas S.
and Mary F. Smith, 7 Pandick Court,
$551,500.

Renee Hornung to David M. and
Donna F. Brady, 21 Madison Avenue,
$391,250.

Matthew W. and Andrea B. Brennan
to Joanne Robins, 105 South Martine
Avenue, $385,000.

Michael J. and Angela T. Suske to
Mitchell and Dana Brenner, 65
Montrose Avenue, $500,000.

James and Ann Marie Hurtado to
Lucinda and Caleb Cohen, 178 Farley
Avenue, $779,000.

Brian and Erika Green to Tommy
and Christina Lepano, 345 LaGrande
Avenue, $400,000.

Alesia A. and James Tarbell to
Recep Kaplan, 28 Stagaard Place,
$380,000.

Bradley Mount to Peter Puleo, 340
North Avenue, $487,800.

BRIDGING THE GAP…The Woman’s Club of Westfield supports the Bridges
Organization, which feeds the homeless and hungry by preparing more than 200
lunches once a month during the school year and twice a month during summer
months. They distribute the lunches, each of which contains a sandwich, juice box,
snack, fruit cup and dessert, under bridges and at shelters in Irvington, Newark
and New York City. Above, unpacking the food, from left, are Sexton Don
Truedson of the First Congregational Church, where the lunches are prepared,
Woman’s Club member Anne Magnotti and her granddaughter Meghan
Bachmann, an eighth-grade student at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Arbitsman Graduates
From Seton Hall

WESTFIELD – Seton Hall School
of Law recently awarded Elan
Arbitsman a juris doctor degree during
its commencement at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center in Newark.

During the past year, Elan was
employed at the Essex County
Prosecutor’s office as a legal intern. A
1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, he received his bachelor’s
degree from Drew University in 2003.

He is the son of Sheraine and Yossi
Arbitsman of Westfield.

NJ Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2006

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
web: www.hyeyoungchoi.com

Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

Westfield . . . Spectacular 6 BR, 4 full & 2 half bath colonial on prestigious cul-de-sac in Wychwood. Designed by Barbara Vincensen,
this home exhibits quality design & architectural integrity. Noteworthy features:  beautiful moldings, columned entrances, 3 frplc,
deluxe kitchen w/hand milled cabinets, quality appliances,& French doors to exceptional summer screened porch w/barrel ceil &
eyebrow transom wndw. 1st fl guest suite, banquet sz DR, FR w/Pella Palladian wndws,. Wlk-out bsmt w/GrtRm, Exercise Rm, Pwdr
Rm, PlyRm. Radio RA Lutron lght sys, 3 zn AC/HT & much More!      $1,998,000  WSF0115

NJAR Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001

Platinum Level: 2002-2006

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
web: www.hyeyoungchoi.com

Open House: Sunday, July 29th 1-4pm • 33 Summit Court

Westfield . . . Well maintained 4 bedroom, 3 bath bi-level with CAC,
hrdwd floors under carpeting, replaced windows, newer master bath,
exterior painted 2007. Sunny LR w/ lrg window, formal DR, eat-in
kitchen, den, grade level FR. & utility/laundry rm.  2 car garage, lrg
bkyrd.        $549,800  WSF0509

Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Masel Named to Merit
List at Kenyon College
WESTFIELD – Sarah Masel,

daughter of Randy and Randye Masel
in Westfield, has been named to the
Merit List at Kenyon College for the
second semester of the 2006-2007
academic year.

To be eligible for Merit List recog-
nition, a student must earn a grade-
point average of at least 3.45 on the
College’s 4-point grading scale.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Sarah is a rising junior at
Kenyon.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

– Obituaries –

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Principal Stewart
Carey announced the following sev-
enth- and eighth-grade students were
named to the fourth marking period
honor roll for the 2006-2007 school
year at Roosevelt.

They are:

7th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

 Tara Bange, Alana Basil, Zachary
Bebel, Daniel Berke, Madeline Chan-
dler, Patrick Dyer, Samantha Ellner,
Allison Faktor, Andrew Felix, Rory
Fitzpatrick, Caroline Gelinne, Caitlin
Hering, Alexandra Hoffman, Taylor
Ingber, Erica Jakub, Katharine
Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn
Johnson, Kelly Kalis, Elizabeth
Kuehn, Thomas Lutz, Carolyn
Maguire, Katie Marino, Cali Mazzara,
Marc Mazzucco, Kavita Mehta,
Hannah Millen, Emily Miller, Olivia
Pecora, Gabriella Pirrone, Brian Pol-
lock, Patrick Reilly, Jack Rickles,
Megan Roth, Charles Scott, Emily
Smith, Samantha Sterba, Stephanie
Tepper, Brian Vander Schaaf, Hannah
Weeks, Michael Woods, Ross Work-
man, Katherine Yamano

7th Grade Honor Roll
Edward Allen, Grace Antonelli,

Arjun Asija, Megan Bachmann,
Eunbyeol Baek, Emily Bailey, Sam
Baldwin, Loren Ball, Mia Ballan,
Caroline Bertoni, Joy Binder, Victoria
Bonsall, Markian Borkowsky, Mor-
gan Bowen, Eleanor Callinan, Nicho-
las Canavan, David Carville, Sarah
Chandler, Robert Ciardullo, Emily
Clauss, Sarah Collins, Maura Colwell,
Gabrielle Cruz, Rebecca Daaelman,
Jonathan David, Sydney Doskow,
Max Edelsack, Caroline Ehrhardt,
Nicholas Ertman, Katie Fazio,
Abraham Fertig-Cohen, Richard
Fletcher, Katherine Fox, Sarah Fried-
man, Christopher Froelich, Victoria

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School

FourthMarking Period

Gagliano, Brittny Gallagher, Rebecca
Ganz, William Geoghegan, Christo-
pher Gerckens, Alex Goldschmidt,
Zoe Greenberg, Sabrina Greene,
Emily Gretsky, Kendall Hagan,
Brennan Haley, Kelsey Hall, Hannah
Hays, Nick Hering, Kelly Higgins,
Matthew Huff, Patrick Johnson,
Michael Kalimtzis, Nicoletta Kalos,
Jenna Karnofsky, Kurt Kowalski,
Marilyn Kowalski, Eric Kozlowski,
Dara Levy, Richard Malacrea, Anna
Margolis, Erika May, Joseph
McDonald, Peter Mebane, Amanda
Mongiove, Katie Morris, Jessica
Morse, Julianne Mucci, Sarah
Murphy, Lucas Nugent, Caroline
O’Connor, Mary Jane O’Connor, Ri-
chard O’Connor, Stephanie Olson,
Kevin Oster, Audrey Peterson, Keith
Peterson, Emma Polini, Julia Queller,
Sarah Ramire, Henry Ritter, Ilana
Rood, Madeline Rosenberg, Jack
Santangelo, Rebecca Sarkos, Abigail
Sawers, Kate Schell-Sheehan, Casey
Schuster, Geoffrey Scognamiglio,
Kayla Seigelstein, Kendra Simcox,
Ashley Simmons, Jessica Sipe,
Mercedes Smith, Rebecca Tunis,
Alexa Turitz, Tyler Varian, Christo-
pher Walsh, Thomas Walsh, Peter
Wanfried, Victoria Wang, Aimee
Wenta, Daniel Wolf, Jordan Yarusi,
Caroline Zee, Jacob Ziff

8th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

Astrid Adriaens, Mark Androconis,
Alissa Anzevino, Jane Banta, Alison
Birnbaum, Adrian Bizzaro, Peter
Cozzi, Sarah Crawford, Rebecca
Delafuente, Meghan Dunn, Danielle
Fields, Alexandra Frankel, Sarah
Frantz, Katherine Frega, Joseph
Greenspan, Matthew Hartzell, Alyssa
Hatch, Ibrahim Khedr, Nikki Koll,
Jeremy Lin, Emily Mack, Melissa
Morawski, Priyanka Nayer, Christo-
pher Neylan, Emma Partridge, Will-
iam Reynolds, Rachel Rickles, Eric

Schoenbach, Jenna Sharkey, Joshua
Simmons, Margot Tishberg, Madi-
son Weist, Jeffrey Yang

8th Grade Honor Roll
Jenelle Abbattista, John Allen,

Victoria Aloupis, Mackenzie Ander-
son, Kerry Austin, Kylie Bangs, Ethan
Barnes, Zina Bazarsky, Chloe
Birkenthal, Michael Blutfield,
Truman Boyes, Joshua Brafman,
Kathryn Bullek, Robert Bunting,
Emily Chan, Matthew Curry, Lauren
Darchi, McManus Dolan, Daniel
Eliades, Casey Federbusch, Colin
Fitzhenry, Abigail Flaherty, Margaux
Fleschler, Emma Foley, Emma
Franks, Josh Friedman, Andrew
Garfinkel, Georgia Gleason, Bran-
don Gold, Gabrielle Gold, Emily
Goldstein, Erik Gozdieski, Rachel
Gross, Kathryn Halliburton, Julia
Harbaugh, Alexandra Hawkins, Ryan
Heine, Charli Ann Herrington, Megan
Hoerrner, Madeline Horowitz, Lucas
Hudelson, Catherine Johnston,
Michael Jones, Tracy Kaplan, Megan
Kaveney, Kevin Kessler, Madeline
Komar, Hannah Kronick, Roman
Krywulych, Ian Kuhn, Jeffrey
Laforge, Michael Levidy, James
LiSooey, Brenna Logue, Charlotte
Lorentzen, Alexander Luzzi, Ann
Maguire, Jessica Manna, Christopher
Mannino, Nicolas Matthews, Mat-
thew Mc Evoy, Katherine McKinley,
Connor Melofchik, Christopher
Mench, Charles Milrod, Amanda
Minken, Brian Monteiro, Christopher
Morrissey, Morgan Murphy, Ryan
Murray, Charlotte Murtishaw, Elisa
Niva, Christine Pyo, Eric Rackear,
William Riggs, Adel Roff, Robyn
Rosenzweig, Bradland Ross, Jessica
Russo, Nicolas Safonov, Jill Salisbury,
Matthew Santry, Megan Sharkey,
Dylan Shepcaro, Ripley Shiarella,
Wyatt Smith, Caitlin Storcks, Meghan
Sullivan, Nathaniel Suri, Adrian
Szycowski, Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew
Tice, Joseph Toresco, Sirena Van Epp,
Julia Wasilewski, Isabelle Weisman,
John Yingling, Timothy Younger,
Zachary Zagorski, Adam Ziering.

The following Roosevelt graduates
maintained placement on the Distin-
guished Honor Roll for all three years
at Roosevelt Intermediate School:
Mark Androconis, Jane Banta, Peter
Cozzi, Rebecca Delafuente, Danielle
Fields, Alyssa Hatch, Emily Mack,
Melissa Morawski, Priyanka Nayer,
Christopher Neylan, Emma Partridge,
Margot Tishberg and Madison Weist.

WF’S Liebrich
Graduates from Rutgers

WESTFIELD – Christina Liebrich
of Westfield graduated with a Master
of Labor and Employment Relations
degree on May 14 from the Rutgers
University School of Management
and Labor Relations in New
Brunswick.

Christina received her Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology from the Univer-
sity of Maryland and earned her Mas-
ter of Human Resource Management
degree from Rutgers University
School of Management and Labor
Relations last year.

She is currently an administrator
for EEO/Recruitment in the Human
Resources Department at the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics En-
gineers (IEEE) in Piscataway. She is
also a member of the New Jersey
Society of Human Resource Man-
agement and the board of directors
for the Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Girl Scout Council, Inc.

Christina is the daughter of
Bernadine Liebrich and the late Rob-
ert Liebrich of Westfield.

Christina Liebrich

Area Students Earn
Natl. Merit Scholarships

AREA – The National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation (NMSC) an-
nounced more than 2,300 additional
winners of Merit Scholarship awards
financed by colleges and universities.

Two come from local towns. Allison
O’Connor of Fanwood, whose prob-
able career field is medicine, attends
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

She earned a National Merit Schol-
arship from Arizona State University.

Arielle Smelkinson of Westfield,
whose probable career field is theatre
arts, attends Westfield High School.

She earned a National Merit Schol-
arship from New York University.

Officials of each sponsor college
selected their winners from among
finalists in the National Merit Schol-
arship Program who will attend their
institution.

College-sponsored awards provide
between $500 and $2,000 annually
for up to four years of undergraduate
study at the institution financing the
scholarship.

WF Residents Receive
Degrees from Wash U
WESTFIELD – Two Westfield resi-

dents received their undergraduate
degrees from Washington University
in St. Louis on May 18.

Joshua Lawrence, the son of Terry
and Andrew Lawrence, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathemat-
ics and Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psy-
chology from the College of Arts and
Sciences. He is a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Hannah Burke, daughter of Trudy
and Timothy Burke of Westfield, re-
ceived a bachelor of arts and sci-
ences in political science and a mi-
nor in modern dance from the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences. Hannah is
a 2004 graduate of Westfield High
School.

Students Inducted
Into National Honor Roll

AREA – The National Honor Roll
recognizes high-achieving high-school
and middle-school students. Only stu-
dents with a B or better average are
eligible to be listed in the National
Honor Roll. Two-thirds of the induct-
ees in the 2006-2007 National Honor
Roll averaged an A- or higher; one-
third averaged a B through a B+.

The following students qualified
for induction into the 2006-2007
National Honor Roll:

Westfield’s Dennis Elwell, Russell
Miller, Daniella Regencia, Anna
Smith, Lauren Vidal, Robert White-
head; Garwood’s Briann Czapla and
Scotch Plains’ Hillard Branch, Grant
Darwin, Erin Lemiska, Neil Mer-
chant, Gregory Ngo, Martin Njoroge,
Russell Pepe and Rheana Rien.

Westfield Residents
Graduate from BU

WESTFIELD – Boston University
awarded academic degrees to 5,368
students in May, including two
Westfield residents.

Douglas Shineman received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Film
and Television. Jenna Noonan re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
in Therapeutic Studies.

Students Graduate
from Mo-Beard

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, June
9, Morristown-Beard School (MBS)
held its 2007 Commencement Cer-
emony on the MBS. The following
Westfield seniors received their di-
plomas: Alyssa Fried, who will at-
tend Ohio Wesleyan University; Adam
Krell of Westfield, who will attend
Monmouth University and Alexander
Masel of Westfield, who will attend
Northeastern University.

On Friday, June 8, the school held
its 2007 “Moving Up” Ceremony on
the MBS Campus. Eighth graders
Austin Baum and Gregory Scott of
Westfield received diplomas and ad-
vanced from the Middle School to the
Upper School.

Joyce Christianson

Joyce Christianson, 84, Area Volunteer;
Was Devoted to Her Loving Family

Joyce Fraser Christianson, 84, for-
merly of Stoneleigh Park in Westfield,
passed away on Friday, July 20, at her
home in New London, Conn. She was
involved in local civic activities prior
to moving from Westfield in 1980.

Born to Thomas G. Fraser and
Margaret Lonergan Fraser, the young-
est of four daughters, she grew up in
Hartford, Conn. and graduated from
Mount Saint Joseph Academy.

She received her Bach-
elor of Science degree from
the University of Connecti-
cut in 1944 and taught
school in Hartford prior to
her marriage in 1946 to
Keith R. Christianson. To-
gether they raised four chil-
dren and she dedicated
herself to homemaking
while he pursued his ex-
ecutive management ca-
reer with E.R. Squibb &
Sons.

Besides her beloved hus-
band of 61 years, she was the devoted
mother of their loving children, Scott
Christianson of Sand Lake, N.Y.,
Susan Christianson Ouellette of
Simsbury, Conn., Peter R.
Christianson of Stow, Mass. and Carol
C. Archambault of Westfield, and the
dear mother-in-law to their spouses,
Tamar Gordon, Jerry Ouellette,
Serena Furman and Tony
Archambault. She also leaves seven
exceptional grandchildren, Kelly
Whitney and her husband, Scott
Whitney, of Richmond, Calif., Emily
Christianson of Santa Ana, Calif.,
Tom Ouellette and his wife, Martha

Ouellette, of West Hartford, Conn.,
Matt Ouellette of Hartford, Conn.,
Max and Madeleine Archambault of
Westfield and Jonah Christianson of
Sand Lake, N.Y., and was the proud
great-grandmother of Sawyer
Whitney.

She also is survived by her brother-
in-law, Tim Coe, and sister-in-law,
Freddy Valois, and her husband, John
Valois, along with many nephews,

nieces and their children
and spouses.

Besides devoting herself
to the needs of her family,
she served for many years
as a volunteer for numer-
ous organizations and in-
stitutions, including Over-
look Hospital in Summit,
and was an enthusiastic
member of the Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield. After years of
business travel with her
husband, she especially

enjoyed beach days with her extended
family on the Connecticut shore.

A celebration of her life was held
on Wednesday, July 25, in Connecti-
cut.

The Byles Memorial Home of New
London, Conn. was in charge of the
arrangements.

Donations in her memory may be
directed to the Hospice of Southeast-
ern Connecticut, P.O. Box 902,
Uncasville, Conn. 06382 or the
Lawrence & Memorial Hospital De-
velopment Fund, 365 Montauk Av-
enue, New London, Conn. 06320.
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Helen Silver, 89, Retired Court Clerk;
Active In Sisterhood and Auxiliary

Helen Silver, 89, of Toms River
died on Sunday, July 22, at the Re-
gency Heritage Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center in Somerset.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Queens, N.Y. before moving
to Toms River in 1982.

Before her retirement, Mrs. Silver
had been a court clerk with the Su-
preme Court in Brooklyn.

She was a past member of Temple
Beth Am in Lakewood and its Sister-
hood and was a member of the Jewish
War Veterans Ladies Auxiliary.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband of 65 years, Leon Sil-
ver, in 2006.

Surviving are two daughters,
Doreen L. Dorfman of Aurora, Colo.
and Faye I. Pollack of Westfield; three
grandchildren, Lauren, Michael and
Suzanne, and a great-granddaughter,
Jackie.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, July 24, at Beth Olam Memorial
Park in Lakewood.

Arrangements were entrusted to
the Belkoff-Goldstein Funeral Chapel
of Lakewood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association Greater
New Jersey Chapter, 400 Morris Av-
enue, Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834.

July 26, 2007

Ruth Anna Grow, 91
Ruth Anna Grow, 91, of Westfield

died on Sunday, July 15, at the
Bridgeway Care Center in
Bridgewater.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., she moved
to Westfield in 1951.

Mrs. Grow was a very active mem-
ber of various bridge clubs in the
Westfield area and was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
for more than 40 years.

Her husband, George C. Grow, Sr.,
predeceased her in 2003.

Surviving are a daughter, Christina
Shrewsbury of New York; a son,
George C. Grow of Westfield; six
grandchildren and a great-grandson.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, July 17, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

July 26, 2007

Infant Stephen Walter
Stephen “Chase” Walter, 10 weeks

old, of Westfield passed away sud-
denly on Tuesday, July 17. A rite of
Christian Baptism was performed at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born on April 30, 2007 in Summit,
Chase resided in Westfield with his
proud and adoring parents.

Chase’s short life brought a tre-
mendous amount of love, happiness
and joy to everyone who loved him.
He was a precious miracle and will be
dearly missed.

Chase is preceded in death by his
grandfather, Stephen Walter, Sr., and
his uncle, Kurt Enriquez.

Surviving are his parents, Jennifer
and Stephen Walter, Jr. of Westfield;
his beloved grandparents, Patricia
Walter of Topsail Beach, N.C. and
Ann and Pat Mumma of Crofton, Md.;
his loving godparents, Kim Powell of
Jupiter, Fla. and Kevin Mumma of
Raleigh, N.C., and adoring aunts,
uncles and cousins who were blessed
to have Chase in their lives.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, July 20, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Make A Wish Foundation.

July 26, 2007

Hely Graduates
From Bates College

WESTFIELD – Charles Hely of
Westfield was among 464 graduates
to receive a bachelor’s degree from
Bates College during the college’s
141st commencement exercises on
May 27.

Charles graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts degree and honors in music.
The recipient of the College Key
Music Award, he studied at the Uni-
versity College Cork, Ireland, during
fall 2005. A 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, he is the son
of James and Lois Hely.

WF Students Receive
F & M Academic Honors

WESTFIELD – Nine underclass-
men from Union County, including
four from Westfield, received academic
honors for the Spring 2007 semester at
Franklin & Marshall College.

Westfield students included
Kristina Fietkiewicz, Edward Kerins,
Matthew Melino and Sarah Perch.

A student earns Honors List recogni-
tion for achieving a grade point average
of 3.7 or higher and Dean’s List recog-
nition for achieving a grade point aver-
age of 3.25 or higher on a 4.0 scale.

Gerard Sharkey, 53, Active In Scouting;
Was Sailing and Jazz Music Enthusiast
Gerard Sharkey, 53, of Scotch Plains,

a beloved husband, father and friend
to many, died on Monday, July 23, at
Beth Israel Medical Center in New-
ark. Formerly of Westfield, he lived in
Scotch Plains for the past 27 years.

Mr. Sharkey attended Union
County College and was employed as
a material manager with the former
Gestra Inc. in West Caldwell.

He was a member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains and volun-
teered as committee chairman with
Boy Scouts of America Troop 104 in
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Sharkey was an avid fan of the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Moonglowers Jazz Band and also was
a sailing enthusiast.

Surviving are his wife, Deborah
Osowick Sharkey; his son, Ryan D.
Sharkey; his mother, Anne E. Dillon
Sharkey; two brothers, Daniel
Sharkey, Jr. and David Sharkey, and
his sister, Kathleen McManus.

The funeral will be held at 10 a.m.
today, Thursday, July 26, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
will follow at 11 a.m. at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church, 1571
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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Maria Eniclerico, 51, Cherished Family;
Reporter For State Supreme Court

Maria Eniclerico (Gambino), 51,
of Westfield died peacefully at her
home on Monday, July 23, surrounded
by her family.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mrs.
Eniclerico lived in Westfield the last
10 years.

She was a certified court reporter
for the New York State Supreme Court
prior to becoming a loving mother
and wife who was devoted to her
family.

Mrs. Eniclerico is survived by her
beloved husband of 18 years, Rich-
ard; her devoted daughters, Michele,
Nicole and Gabrielle Eniclerico; her
mother, Lena Gambino, and her two
brothers.

Maria was blessed not only with
physical beauty but also a spiritual
beauty which was reflected in her
deep love for her children, husband
and family.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 10
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, July 27, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Entombment will be at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 6 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
July 26, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

July 26, 2007

Hild Makes Dean’s List
At George Mason U.
WESTFIELD – R. Christopher

Hild, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School, has received several
accolades for his work over the past
semester at George Mason Univer-
sity in Fairfax, Va.

Pursuing a major in administration
of justice, Chris has completed re-
quirements for the university’s honors
program and was named to the dean’s
list for the spring 2007 semester.

He was recently elected president
of the Student Ambassadors for the
upcoming academic year and contin-
ues to serve on the university’s judi-
cial board, in addition to participat-
ing on the university’s Trap and Skeet
team. He also helped found a club
baseball team which will compete
against local colleges in the fall.

Christopher is spending this sum-
mer as an intern for the United States
Department of State in Washington,
D.C. Through his work there, he ap-
plied for and received the position of
campus liaison between George Ma-
son University and the State Depart-
ment. Working with various campus
groups, he will help to coordinate
opportunities for members of the uni-
versity to interact with representa-
tives from the State Department.

Christopher is the son of Robert
Hild and Karen Stark.
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Westfield Teens Take Lead
In Kenilworth’s Music Man
WESTFIELD –Featuring two

Westfield teens, C.A.S.T. (the Com-
munity Actors Student Theater of
Kenilworth) will present Meredith
Wilson’s The Music Man this week-
end.

The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. nightly
in the auditorium of David Brearley
High School, located on Monroe Av-
enue in Kenilworth.

Patricia Hubinger, one of the found-
ing members of C.A.S.T., explained
why The Music Man is a significant
show for Kenilworth. “With this be-
ing the Centennial year for our town,
we thought that Meredith Wilson’s
musical was the perfect choice, since
it is set in 1907,” she said.

Leading the cast is Christine

Nelson, who plays Mrs. Paroo, a well-
meaning mother who tries to get her
spinster daughter married. Orion
Stubbs portrays her shy son Winthrop,
who has a profound lisp.

Connor Davis of Westfield, as the
slick Professor Harold Hill, sweeps
Marian Paroo (Mia Pafumi of
Westfield) off her feet. Zach Infante
plays Marcellus, Professor Hill’s one
time sidekick in con artistry.

The show is filled with famous
songs such as “‘Til There Was You,”
“Gary, Indiana,” “My White Knight,”
“Seventy-six Trombones” and “Good
Night My Someone.”

Tickets for the show are $10 ($8 for
children and senior citizens) and may
be purchased at the door.

‘TIL THERE WAS YOU…Westfield residents Connor Davis as Professor Harold
Hill and Mia Pafumi as Marian Paroo rehearse a scene from The Music Man. The
performance will be presented by C.A.S.T. on July 27 -29 at the David Brearley
High School auditorium on Monroe Avenue in Kenilworth.

Need Business Advice?
Call

APL Consulting LLC
201-446-7267

aplevitt@aplconsultingllc.com

Free Estimates Fully Insured

High End Prep
Sheetrock / Spackling

Spray / Roll / Brush
Trim / Crown Installation

732-396-1383

Painting Co.

Complete Painting Service

Sounds of the DWC Jazz Festival
Sweeten Downtown Westfield

By ABIGAIL RYAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When walking
around downtown Westfield on a
Tuesday evening, don’t be surprised
if you find yourself being serenaded
by the cool and calming sounds of
jazz.  Every Tuesday night, from 7-
9, jazz bands set up around the town
and show off their talent as part of
the summer’s weekly “Sweet Sounds
of Down-
town” Jazz
Festival.

This year,
44 bands
were se-
lected to play
out of 60 or
70 appli-
c a n t s .
“Bands come
to us, and
each year
they compete
to perform,
and a com-
mittee judges
them,” said
S h e r r y
Cronin, ex-
ecutive di-
rector of the
Downtown
We s t f i e l d
Corporation.
“We chose
the ones we
d e f i n i t e l y
want to see and the ones we maybe
want to see.”

According to Mrs. Cronin, jazz was
chosen as the weekly music enter-
tainment because it is perfect dining
music. “It also appeals to many dif-
ferent audiences. Jazz is universal
and there are so many types: Contem-
porary, classic, blues, calypso and
even Latin. There is something for
everyone,” she said.

“The best thing about it is that our
customers sit outside, so they enjoy

the music while they eat,” said  Kate
Zemlo, manager of Tinga Taqueria,
located on Central Avenue. The res-
taurant is down the street from one of
the main locations of the bands, out-
side The Bombay Company.

“It definitely helps out business,”
she said. “Tuesday is a regular week-
day, but we have business like a Fri-
day or Saturday.”

Sonny Acquaviva, owner of
Acquaviva
Restaurant
on Elm
S t r e e t ,
agreed, say-
ing that
T u e s d a y
nights “are
like a Satur-
day night.”
Acquaviva
Restaurant
offers its
own jazz
music regu-
larly to en-
tertain its
customers,
but accord-
ing to Mr.
Acquaviva,
the DWC
Jazz Night
draws more
people to his
business.

Now in its
11th year,

Jazz Night has become much more
popular.

“We get people who religiously
come, following bands that are fea-
tured,” said David Martone, chair-
man of the board of directors at the
DWC. “The bands are high quality
and often well-known. People come
out and listen to the jazz while they
eat. Others eat at home and then just
walk around and have a good time.”

The Jazz Festival is designed to
promote commerce in downtown

Upcoming Events Around the Towns
� Thursday, July 26, Scotch Plains. Polka Dot, a children’s music and clown show, will be held on the

Alan Augustine Village Green, 430 Park Avenue, at 7 p.m.
� Friday, July 27, Cranford. From 8 to 11 p.m., sing and dance in Downtown Cranford during a 60s &

70s classic rock show featuring Cranford’s own Brother John Brown.
� Friday, July 27 and Saturday, July 28, Convent Station of Morris County. K.T. Productions presents

“Suessical the Musical” for two nights at 7 p.m. in The Academy of Saint Elizabeth. For reservations
and more information, call 908-996-0662.

� Tuesday, July 31, Garwood. Family Flix of Union County is hosting a 9 p.m. viewing of The
Philadelphia Story at Unami Park (Field #1).

� Wednesday, August 1, Mountainside/Westfield. Mustang Sally entertains in Echo Lake Park at 7:30
p.m.

Mustang Sally to Play
Country at Echo Lake Park
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series will continue on Wednes-
day, August 1, featuring Mustang
Sally and their blend of country
music and southern rock. The free
concert begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo
Lake Park.

Mustang Sally is an all-female band
based in Nashville, Tenn. These seven
women combine traditional roots with
diverse backgrounds to produce coun-
try music with a contemporary edge.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union
County Clerk’s Office, to answer
questions and offer information about
important services available to Union
County residents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

August 8 – Jo Bonanno and the
Godsons of Soul;

August 15 – The Sensational Soul
Cruisers;

August 22 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi;

August 29 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band).

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
at the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets
are encouraged. Famous Dave’s Bar-
B-Que will have a food concession,
along with an ice cream and snack
vendor, which will be available at
approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held in the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford, at 7:30 p.m.

For up-to-date concert/rain infor-
mation, call the Parks and Recreation
hot line at (908) 352-8410 after 3
p.m. on the day of the concert or
check the Union County website at
ucnj.org after 3 p.m.

For more information about activi-
ties in Union County’s parks, call the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities at (908) 527-
4900.

Westfield on summer nights. “We like
to get our residents downtown, but
we also want to bring people into
Westfield and show them our town,”
said Martone. “Westfield is known as
a quaint, colonial downtown commu-
nity with a great mix of stores. Not
only does Jazz Night let people from
outside Westfield see that, it also al-
lows people to see us as a culinary
town with great places to eat.”

Lisa Bertone, owner of  Rockn’ Joe
C o f f e e -
house on
Prospect
S t r e e t ,
said Jazz
Night has
been a
u n i q u e
e x p e r i -
ence for
the newly
o p e n e d
r e s t a u -
rant.

“ I t ’ s
been great
for us.
This is our
first year
open, we
opened in
October,
and we
had never gone through this before. I
love it. It’s fantastic.”

Ms. Bertone said a lot of people
come in around 9 p.m. for an after-
show coffee.

Local Westfield staple the Jolly
Trolley on North Avenue also inter-
cepts a lot of the after-show audience.

In addition to promoting com-
merce, Jazz Night also helps expose
people to music they may not nor-
mally listen to. “There is such a
great range of people who come
down. You see parents with their
young kids, teenagers and adults who
go downtown and just have fun,”
said Mr. Martone. “I always laugh

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JAZZ EXPOSURE... Linda Ipanema of New York
sings at the Baptist Church during the “Sweet
Sounds Downtown” Jazz Festival on July 10.

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CHILL... String Bean and the Stalkers entertain
at the PNC Bank during the July 10 Jazz Festival.
Performances take place on sidewalks and street cor-
ners every Tuesday in July and August from 7 to 9 p.m.

when I see the kids playing various
air instruments in front of the bands.
It’s exposing them to music on many
different levels.”

Ms. Bertone said she has also en-
joyed other downtown events.

“So far, a lot of the events from the
town have been positive on our busi-
ness.”

Stop by the “Sweet Sounds of
Downtown” and hear the bands, who
will be situated on Central Avenue in

front of
T h e
B o m b a y
Company,
the lawn in
front of the
North Av-
enue Train
S t a t i o n ,
the corner
of East
B r o a d
Street and
North Av-
enue, Elm
Street in
front of the
B a p t i s t
C h u r c h
and at the
South Av-
enue Train
Station.

Reporting contributed by Katie
Newingham and Jenna Nierstedt

Fountains of Wayne
Joins MusicFest Lineup

CRANFORD — Fountains of
Wayne, best known for their power-
pop hit “Stacy’s Mom,” have been
added to the Union County MusicFest
lineup on September 15 at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, from
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Fountains of Wayne joins a partial
lineup, which will feature Chuck
Berry (backed by the Smithereens),
the Old Ceremony, the English Beat
and The Alarm.

The event is preceded by a two-
mile walkathon, starting at Union
County College and finishing at
the park, to benefit the Love Hope
Strength Foundation and the New
Jersey Citizens Coalition for
Cures.

The day will feature Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee, an entertain-
ment show featuring rides and amuse-
ments for children.

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Food and
refreshment vendors will be avail-
able.

there’s more at goleader.com
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Scotch Plains’ Road to Hope
Brings Back Old Memories

By SARAH QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –Seniors from
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central NJ enjoyed comedian Danny
Curtis’ presentation of “The Road to
Hope” July 11 at Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.

Thirty-three Union County seniors
attended “Hope,” which starred Danny
Curtis as Bob Hope, Michael Wright
as Bing Crosby and Rebecca Lee
Lerman as Dorothy Lamour.

Mr. Curtis, who has been featured
on ABC TV’s “America’s Funniest
People,” described Bob Hope as “one
of the most prolific performers of our
time.” Nan Statton, director of Senior
Adult Services at the JCC, chose the
“fun and entertaining program” be-
cause it was “familiar to the people
who are watching.”

“Hope” was presented as part of the
Senior Adult Program, which is funded
by the Union County Division on Ag-
ing. The program includes summer
classes on art, current events, Jewish
culture and other topics. A cook pro-
vides Kosher meals three days per
week, and the program provides trans-
portation for those who need it. “Hope”
was a convenient choice, explained
Ms. Statton, because it is “easier to
bring a show to people than to bring
people to the theatre.”

Mr. Curtis quoted Bob Hope on
aging: “I finally got my head together,
but my body fell apart.”

Mr. Curtis began the show by warm-
ing up the crowd with jokes to recreate
the atmosphere of the live radio shows
of the past.

He and Mr. Wright, as Bob Hope
and Bing Crosby, then sang “The Road
to Morocco” from the famous film of
the same title. Mr. Curtis and Mr.
Wright sang “Buttons and Bows” from
the 1948 film “The Paleface” and
“Swingin’ on a Star,” among others.
Ms. Lerman belly danced and sang as
Dorothy Lamour, who co-starred with
Hope and Crosby in their Road films.

The actors donned many outrageous
costumes, including kilts for “Hoot
Mon” from the “Road to Bali.”

As Bob Hope, Mr. Curtis recreated
the exact script of one of Hope’s 1943
radio shows from the Hollywood Can-
teen, which included commercial
jingles and appearances by other per-
formers, portrayed by Mr. Wright and
Ms. Lerman.

Mr. Curtis also impersonated Mr.
Hope’s heartfelt visits to the troops
during WWII, the Korean War and the
Vietnam War. “We lived through that,”
said Etta Sauerberger of Mountainside.

“It brought back old memories,”
agreed Westfield resident Blanche Jacob.

The show concluded with Bob
Hope’s signature song, “Thanks for
the Memory.”

“I enjoyed every bit of it,” said
Westfield resident Bernice Kaufman,
who added that the performance made
her day.

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Dilzell Receives
Foundation Grant

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation has awarded Kristen
Dilzell the Summer Employment
Grant for 2007. She will work at the
Westfield Summer Workshop, a divi-
sion of the non-profit New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

This grant enables a student from
the community to develop skills for
the workforce through summer em-
ployment at the Westfield Summer
Workshop.

Kristen, a recent graduate of
Westfield High School, will attend
Cornell University this fall. She is
currently working with the directors,
cast and crew at the Workshop pro-
ductions of “Pirates of Penzance” and
“Thoroughly Modern Millie.”

In the productions, Kristen helps
block scenes and paint sets. She will
also be stage manager for both shows,
assisting with choreography and help-
ing to organize many other aspects of
the productions.

The Westfield resident sings, dances
and acts with various performing arts
companies in the area.

For more information on the
Westfield Summer Workshop, call
(908) 518-1551.

Kristen Dilzell

British-Born Evans Closes
Carriage House Season

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Poet Anna Evans
recently closed the Carriage House
Poetry Series (CHPS) season with a
reading of her work at the Kuran Arts
Center.

Mrs. Evans’s presentation empha-
sized formal poetry, a type of poetry
near and dear to her heart. While
many different interpretations of for-
mal poetry exist, Mrs. Evans sees it as
“poetry that uses meter…[and is]
written according to a recognizable
pattern of strong and weak stress pat-
terns in the language.”

Many of Mrs. Evans’s poems re-
call the past and leave the reader/
listener with a sense of longing for
the innocence of days gone by. Rela-
tionships feature largely in Mrs.
Evans’s poetry as well. In “Back-
wards Through Wet Grass,” a formal
poem written in iambic pentameter
lines, she relates the poignancy of
first love. The poem is dedicated to
Anthony Hecht, a well-known “for-
mal” poet who died on the day Mrs.
Evans wrote the poem.

In “The Lal Jomi,” also written in
iambic pentameter lines, Mrs. Evans
steps back in time to “before the chil-
dren thinned your hair and thickened
me…”

“It was a privilege and a delight to
be invited to speak [at the CHPS] on
formal poetry … and to give a reading
of my own formal work,” Mrs. Evans
commented. “There is a particular
joy in reading metrical and rhyming
poetry out loud to an appreciative
audience because of the aural and
rhythmical qualities of such poems.”

Born in England, Mrs. Evans relo-
cated to the United States in 2000.
She is now a permanent resident.

Mrs. Evans is a former president of

the Burlington County Poets and a
founding member of the Quick and
Dirty Poets, a poetry-writing group
also based in Burlington County. She
has published over ninety poems in
numerous print journals and e-zines,

including The Formalist, The Edge
City Review, Light Quarterly, Aspho-
del, One Trick Pony, Exit 13, Verse
Libre Quarterly, The Absinthe Liter-
ary Review and Tattoo Highway.

Mrs. Evans’s sonnet “A Loss” re-
cently won the Quarterly prize from
The Lyric magazine, a well-respected
small press literary journal dedicated
to formal poetry, now in its 87th year.
She has received many other awards
for her poetry as well.

She is the editor of The Barefoot
Muse, an e-zine of formal and metri-
cal poetry, which can be accessed
online at barefootmuse.com

For more information about Mrs.
Evans, visit home.comcast.net/
~evnsanna/poems.htm

Mountainside’s Hetfield House –
Rich in History, Low on Funds

BY LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —It’s not easy
keeping up with the Joneses, or the
Miller-Corys, for that matter. And
unless an awful lot of pennies fall
from heaven or from the original

owner, ambitious repairs won’t be
made anytime soon to the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House.

In the meantime, the Mountainside
Historic Preservation Committee is re-
lying on private donations from the
community to help renovate the Geor-
gian Colonial style residence, includ-
ing its latest home-improvement
project: the restoration of a beehive
oven.

Entered onto the National Historic
Register in 1989, the single-family
home, circa 1760, received two more
additions sometime around 1815 and
1830. Before being moved to its cur-
rent location, the structure was lo-
cated on an island in the middle of
Route 22 and was used as an antique
store known as The Dutch Oven.

In 1985, the busy highway closed
down to accommodate the home’s  move
to Constitution Avenue, adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library.

Hetfield House is now owned by
the Borough of Mountainside and
maintained by the Mountainside His-

toric Preservation Committee for use
as a museum and meeting place for
the people of Mountainside.

Records indicate that a distin-
guished minister, Deacon Andrew
Hetfield, whose grave rests in the
Presbyterian Church Cemetery in
Westfield, originally owned the house.

Hetfield was a soldier in the Ameri-
can Revolution. His family came from
England settled in Elizabeth in the
1600s. According to the Historic
Preservation’s website,
mountainsidehistory.org, the house
was owned by  Hetfield descendants
until 1946.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Times at the home of
Mary Heckel Clark, Scott Daniels
said, “Like any other house, it re-

quires maintenance.”
Both Mr. Daniels and Ms. Clark

are active members of the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee and are committed to rais-
ing money to restore the home.

As painting, a new roof, an alarm
system and porch repairs have been
underway, Mr. Daniels reported that
the committee is also in the process of
acquiring more furniture to match each
of the three sections of the house with
period pieces, and more notably, to
restore the beehive oven.

Mrs. Clark said the Watts Founda-
tion has contributed generous grant
money . The grant money has helped
to fix one of the three chimneys. Ms.
Clark told the newspaper that the house
now has an operational fireplace, but
“there is still a long way to go.”

Ms. Clark noted that the Westfield
chapter of The Questers, a group of
men and women interested in an-
tiques, historic restoration and pres-
ervation, has also donated money for
improvements to the Hetfield House.

The site is home to the annual gera-
nium and mum sales and raises funds
through raffles. Proceeds from the
sale of Harry Devlin’s artwork, avail-
able for purchase at the Hetfield
House, also help fund improvement
projects. The late Mr. Devlin and his
wife Wende are well-known artists
who lived in town. Mr. Devlin’s pen-
and-ink renderings are also on dis-
play at the Mountainside Library.

In addition, the Historic Preserva-
tion Committee is raising money to
update the written history of
Mountainside by the sale of bricks,
which will line the path to the home
and bear the name of the family or
person who purchases them.

Connie McNamara is authoring the
“new” history book, which will en-
compass the years 1945 to the present.

Ms. Clark told the newspaper that
although the Hetfield House is show-
cased in Union County’s Four Centu-
ries during a weekend celebration in
the fall, the house doesn’t receive as
many visitors as staffers would like
during the rest of the year.

To learn more about the Hetfield House
and how you can help the efforts of the
Historic Preservation Committee, visit
mountainsidehistory.org,  or visit them
the old-fashioned way – take a leisurely
stroll and stop in unannounced.

Anna Evans

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A TREASURE TROVE…Local residents often overlook The Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House, circa 1760, which is located on Constitution Avenue in
Mountainside.

Cranford Author Writes
Historical Summer Read
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford author,
Naomi Desiderio says she didn’t like
history when she was attending school
in her hometown of Blairsville, Pa.

So what made her set her first book,
a novel for young adult readers titled
“Hell at Sea,” against the backdrop of
World War II and German U-Boat
history?

“I had always wanted to write a book,”
she explained, “but I couldn’t find a
subject until the 1980s,
when I read ‘Iron Cof-
fins’ by a former German
U Boat Commander
named Herbert A.
Werner. It is a book about
the German U-boat
Battles of World War II.”

Reading “Iron Cof-
fins” inspired Mrs.
Desiderio to learn more
about World War II na-
val warfare, and eventu-
ally to write “Hell at
Sea,” the story of an 18-
year-old American nurs-
ing student taken pris-
oner aboard a German
U-115 off Sandy Point, Long Island.

“I could see and hear those guys as
I was reading ‘Iron Coffins.’ It was
that close to me,” she said.

Shortly after reading Mr. Werner’s
book, Mrs. Desiderio met the author,
who lived in New Jersey. The meeting
further validated her desire to write a
novel centered around U-Boats.

“We spoke for three hours. The his-
tory he spoke of moved me,” she said.

“Hell at Sea” turned out to be a 23-
year-long project.

“I changed it about a hundred times,

and as I wrote, I was constantly learn-
ing new things,” said Mrs. Desiderio,
who wrote in the mornings between 5
and 7 a.m., and then spent the rest of
the day taking care of her three chil-
dren, now all adults.

“I knew God was with me, but I am
definitely thrilled that my mission is
accomplished,” she said.

As part of her research for the book,
Mrs. Desiderio attended U Boat re-
unions and memorial services, both
in the United States and Germany.

In language that is both
fast-paced and compel-
ling, Mrs. Desiderio
takes the reader through
Mary Ann Connor’s ab-
duction, the four weeks
she spent aboard the U-
boat and her eventual re-
lease. Mary Ann’s faith
plays a large part in her
dealings with the U-
boat’s captain and crew.

Although the story is
fiction, it is based on an
actual occurrence off the
East Coast after the in-
vasion of Pearl Harbor.

Born in Pittsburgh,
Mrs. Desiderio received an under-
graduate degree from Seton Hill Col-
lege in Greensburg, Pa. and a Master
of Arts degree in Literature from In-
diana, University of Pennsylvania.
She has also been a member of the
New Jersey “Tin Can Sailors,” U.S.
Submarine Veterans of World War II,
Verband Deutscher U-Bootfahrer e.V.
(German Submariners Association) and
other historic naval organizations.

“Hell at Sea” is published by Tate
Publishing and Enterprise in Oklahoma.
It is available in all local bookstores.

Time Not ‘Wasted’
With Vitale’s First Novel
By GEORGIA MIERSWA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Many 16-year-olds
spend their summers sunbathing on
the beach, escaping to camps across
the country or working at monoto-
nous minimum-wage jobs.

However, Sam Vitale, now 18, took
on a considerably more ambitious
summer project in 2005 than most
when she wrote “Wasted Time,” a
children’s fantasy book that was pub-
lished last month by Publish America.

Sam, who arrived to her interview
via motorcycle, is as full of energy,
originality and humor as her novel.
One of seven people to graduate from
Westfield High School’s Class of 2007
with a perfect 4.0 GPA all four years,
the young author considers her “seri-
ous writing” to have started in eighth
grade when she wrote poetry and
plays and filled journal after journal
with “whatever (she) had an excuse
to write about.”

“Wasted Time,” her first published
work, is a 50-page novella about three
young orphans, Henry, Bret and Lily
Mulligan, and the human form of
Time, who is weakened and limbless
because so many people continue to
waste him. The adventures begin
when the children travel to the Past,
Present, and Future to convince people
to stop “killing time.”

Sam said the idea to have Time as a
character came to her one night and in
only a week she had sketched out a
detailed outline of the story. “My past
stories have sort of fizzled out with-
out that kind of organization so I
thought it was really important to do
that this time. And actually, it was my
favorite part,” she said.

As a result of her consistent work
every night and help with editing
from her parents Dale and Laurie

Vitale and her younger sister Alex, it
only took the summer for Sam to
finish writing the book. “The key is to
stop working at a good spot where
you want to keep writing. Stopping
when you hit a dead end is pretty
difficult because you’re not in a hurry
to go back to it,” she said.

Sam said her interest in fantasy and
adventure stories spawns from her de-
sire to “never grow up,” but it is obvious
that as a writer she is far from juvenile.
The plotline of “Wasted Time” is so
clever and varied that not even an older
reader would find it predictable. She
also tends to alternate her tone by adding
a dark, suspenseful edge to the end of
each chapter, as the children must return
from each time period before 12:00 or
they will be trapped there forever.

Moments in the book are reminis-
cent of Edward Eager’s “Half Magic”
because of the spontaneous time-trav-
eling, amusing and realistic banter
between the siblings and lighthearted
toying with language: “The whole
place smelled rather bad; like rotten
eggs that someone had tried to
scramble anyway.”

One of the most endearing aspects
of “Wasted Time” is how much of
Sam’s personality shines through, es-
pecially through the character of Lily.
Sam’s love of all animals (she aspires
to be a veterinarian and a novelist) is
apparent when she describes Lily’s
disgust at seeing decorative stuffed
birds in a house during the Present
and when she justifies a dragon’s
destructive tendencies in the Past.

Sam is currently working on a sec-
ond novel entitled “The Fairy For-
est.” To get a taste of her unique spin
on fantasy fiction now, “Wasted
Time,” suggested for 9 to 12-year-
olds, can be purchased at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.

...a Division of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
presents

Animal
Crackers

July 28th 2007

3:00 pm and 7:30 pm

First Baptist Chuch of Westfield

170 Elm Street

Westfield New Jersey

 $10 Adults     $7 Students

Light Bulb Players Bring
Animal Crackers to Stage

WESTFIELD – The Light Bulb
Players are bringing George S.
Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind’s clas-
sic play Animal
Crackers to life
in a production
directed and
produced by
high school stu-
dents.

Or ig ina l ly
written for the
Marx Brothers
with music and
lyrics by Bert
Kelmar and
Harry Ruby,
Animal Crack-
ers will be pre-
sented on Sat-
urday, July 28
at 3 and 7:30
p.m. at the First
Baptist Church
of Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street

in Westfield.
Animal Crackers is the story of an

exclusive upper-class party that
quickly takes a
turn for the
worse when the
guest of honor,
elephant hunter
Captain Jeffery
Spalding, ar-
rives to tell
them of his plan
to leave the
party. Soon af-
ter, a priceless
mas te rp iece
that was to be
unveiled at the
party goes
missing. Capt.
Spalding and
his new musi-
cian friends are
the only people

who can save the party.
Billy Geltzeiler, a senior at

Westfield High School, will play Cap-
tain Spalding. The show also stars
Westfield residents Dan Berman,
Pami Marks and Natalie Narotzky
and Scotch Plains residents Matthew
Forman, Michael Mietlicki, Kelly
Merrick and Andrea Redmount.

The Light Bulb Players are a division
of The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts dedicated to the hands-on theater
education of high school students.
Founded by Michael Mietlicki and
Natalie Narotzky four years ago, the
company is completely run by high
school students aged 14 to 18. This
production is directed by Mr. Mietlicki
and choreographed by Kristen Dilzell.
Billy Geltzeiler and Andrea Redmount
are assistant directors.

Tickets will be available at the door
at $10 for adults and $7 for students.
For more information, contact the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696.

NO TIME WASTER...Westfield High
School graduate Sam Vitale penned her
first novel at age 16. See story below.

WATTS UP…Members of the Light Bulb
Players, from left to right, Tony Mowatt, Mark
Roberts, Michael Mietlicki, Dan Berman, Billy
Geltzeiler and Andrea Redmount, rehearse
for a production of the Marx Brothers classic
Animal Crackers.


