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Patriot Spirit of April 1775
Is Still Alive In Our Troops

By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

On Memorial Day 2007, I was hon-
ored to march in Westfield with the
Sons and Daughters of the American
Revolution. The following is the text
of the brief remarks I made at our
Revolutionary War era cemetery:

Ever since I was a little boy, I have
loved the famous poem of Ralph
Waldo Emerson entitled “Concord
Hymn,” written in memory of the
patriots of April 1775 who defied the
British at Lexington and Concord.

“By the rude bridge that arched the
flood,

Their flag to April’s breeze un-
furled,

Here once the embattled farmers
stood,

And fired the shot heard round the
world.”

Now, I am sure like others here, I
have been to both Lexington and
Concord. I have seen where that bridge
stood; where Massachusetts’ militia,
the Minutemen, stood their ground
against the British redcoats and inau-
gurated the Revolutionary War.

I have walked beside the stone walls
behind which the Minutemen stood
as they fought a running battle with
the British.

I have done all these things, and
every time I have done so, I have mar-
veled at these men who held their ground
that April day over two centuries ago.

These were men like us; they had
families, they had farms or businesses.
They worked long and hard.

They must have known that open-
ing fire on British troops would bring
a world of pain and sorrow down
upon them, yet they did it anyway,
because their devotion to freedom
and liberty was greater than their de-
votion to personal privilege or com-
fort. I am in awe of these men of April
1775, as well as of those who fought
the long and hard battles of the Revo-
lutionary War, who suffered hunger
and cold and pain, whose sacrifice
resulted in the birth of our nation.

What, then, is the difference between
those brave souls of 1775 and those men
and women who currently serve our
country in uniform? Nothing, really.

Like the farmers of Concord, the
people who serve our country today put
their values and the desire to serve ahead
of their personal advancement and privi-
leges. The farmers of Concord and Lex-
ington put down their plows and picked
up their muskets knowing what may
await them, and similarly, the men and
women of our time put down their school
books or tools or business suits and pick
up their uniform and rifle.

Why do we as a nation deserve
such men and women? I don’t know
– but since April of 1775 we have had
them, and their legacy lives on in the
freedom that we all enjoy as citizens
of the United States.

On this Memorial Day, here, at this
sacred place, we pay homage to those
who lie here. But we also remember
their spiritual descendants who lay in
graves the world over.

May we be worthy of their sacrifice.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is senior rabbi of

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

CELEBRATION…Seth Shaffer, center, a 31-year-old Fanwood man with cere-
bral palsy, rehearses readings from the Torah at Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah in
Clark before making his Bar Mitzvah. Pictured with him are his father, Martin
Shaffer of Summit, left, and Michael Miller, Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah’s
Men’s Club Special Adults Coordinator.

Disabled Man Achieves Goal
Of Making His Bar Mitzvah

FANWOOD  – Thirty-one-year-
old Seth Shaffer of Fanwood has had
to overcome many obstacles in his
life.

Born with cerebral palsy, Mr.
Shaffer has had to face circumstances
that most people would never imag-
ine. However, he has lived an ex-
tremely accomplished life despite his
disability, and on June 30 he achieved
a milestone in his religious faith by
making his Bar Mitzvah at Temple
Beth O’r/ Beth Torah in Clark.

After the death of his mother in
2004, Mr. Shaffer began to attend
religious services at Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah. Because of his cerebral
palsy, he uses a walker and receives
rides to religious services from vol-
unteers with the temple’s Men’s Club
Special Adults Program.

A year after he began attending
services at the synagogue, Mr. Shaffer
decided he wanted to affirm his Jew-
ish faith by making his Bar Mitzvah –
a rite of passage that traditionally
occurs when a Jewish male is about
13, at which point he accepts the
religious responsibilities of an adult,
but which was delayed for Mr. Shaffer.

 “When life gives you lemons, make
lemonade,” said Mr. Shaffer, reflect-
ing on his determination to succeed
in this goal despite his disability.

In order to prepare for his Bar
Mitzvah, Mr. Shaffer put in many
hours of hard work and studying. For
a year, Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah’s
Men’s Club Special Adults Coordi-
nator Michael Miller tutored Mr.
Shaffer in Hebrew and English for a
half hour a week.

“Seth is very verbal and can have an
in-depth conversation and discussion
that is pertinent to his religious beliefs
and traditions as a member of the

Jewish community,” said Mr. Miller.
“The tutoring has helped Seth to

feel confident in speaking before an
audience, and he was able to partici-
pate in the traditional readings of the
Torah at his Bar Mitzvah. The progress
that Seth has made in a year is a great
success, given the obstacles he had to
overcome,” Mr. Miller noted.

Mr. Shaffer receives services
through The Arc of Union County, a
non-profit organization that serves
the needs of people with develop-
mental disabilities. The Arc creates
opportunities for individuals like Mr.
Shaffer to live a full and active life
and supports him in meeting his em-
ployment and residential needs.

Mr. Shaffer is a board member of
The Arc of Union County, through
which he mentors others with devel-
opmental disabilities. He also par-
ticipates in The Arc’s vocational ser-
vices program, where he is compen-
sated for his duties.

“Through partnerships with volun-
teer organizations such as Temple Beth
O’r/Beth Torah’s Men’s Club of Clark,
residents of The Arc’s homes can live
their faith to the fullest, as Seth does,”
said Frank Caragher, executive direc-
tor of The Arc of Union County.

At his Bar Mitzvah, Mr. Shaffer
participated in the reading of the To-
rah in front of the congregation at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah. He also
said a few blessings and gave a speech
at his Bar Mitzvah ceremony.

“Seth’s Bar Mitzvah is a celebra-
tion for not only himself, but the
entire community,” said Rabbi
Michael Klayman of Temple Beth
O’r/ Beth Torah. “The Bar Mitzvah
is an important experience, and
Seth’s decision to make his is truly
an inspiration to others.”
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 D.K.

– Obituaries –
William Rogers, 80, Was Grand Knight;

Army Veteran Had Worked In Sales
William J. Rogers, 80, of

Westfield died on Saturday, July 7,
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived
there for more than 30 years before
relocating to Westfield in 1963.

Mr. Rogers was employed in sales
with Allied Distribution Co. in
Union and was a United States Army
veteran of the Korean Conflict.

He earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Seton Hall Uni-
versity in South Orange in 1964.

A member of Toastmasters of New
York, he also was a past president of
the Society of Packaging and Han-
dling Engineers of New York, a past

Grand Knight of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Msgr. Watterson Council
1711 of Westfield, and a communi-
cant of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church of Westfield.

Surviving are his wife, Marian
(McGann) Rogers; a son, William
S. Rogers; a daughter, Maureen
Rincavage; a brother, Thomas J.
Rogers, and a granddaughter.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Monday, July 9, at
the Holy Trinity Church.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

July 19, 2007

Mary W. Hanson, 91, Was Past President
Of Shackamaxon Garden and Golf Clubs
Mary W. Hanson, 91, of Stuart, Fla.

died on Saturday, July 7, in Stuart.
Born in Pittsfield, Mass., she had

been a resident of Stuart for the past
14 years, coming from Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Hanson was a member of
Miles Grant Country Club and of the
Peace Presbyterian Church, both in
Stuart, Fla. She also was past presi-
dent of Shackamaxon Garden Club
and Shackamaxon Golf Club, both in
Scotch Plains.

She was an active member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church in
Fanwood.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Kenneth Hanson.

Surviving are three sons, William
Lersch of Stuart, Fla., Robert Lersch
of Hatfield, Pa. and Roger Hanson of
Pennsylvania; three daughters, Jeanne
Schlough of Stuart, Fla., Susan
Scherzinger of Selah, Wash. and Carole
Hansen of Sheridan, Wyo.; 13 grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the charity of one’s
choice.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Yung and Prill Funeral
Home in Stuart, Fla.

July 19, 2007

John L. Mone, 87, Owned Auto Center;
American Legion and Knights Member
John L. Mone, 87, a lifelong resident

of Westfield, died on Saturday, July 14,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Mr. Mone had been co-owner of
the Maplecrest Auto Center in
Westfield for 35 years before retiring
in 1984.

He served as a medic in the United
States Army during World War II.

He was a member of the American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3
and of the Knights of Columbus, both
in Westfield.

His wife, Irene Mone, predeceased
him on March 12 of this year.

Surviving are two daughters, Elaine

Cladek and Carol Ann Petersen; a
son, Larry Mone; a sister, Philomena
Simonetti, and four grandchildren.

The funeral will be held at 10 a.m.
today, Thursday, July 19, from the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will follow at 11 a.m. at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment will
be at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

July 19, 2007

William Howes, Jr., 63, Was Salesman;
Established Own Business In Garwood

William R. Howes, Jr., 63, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, July 10, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Salina, Kan., he had lived
in Kenilworth and Garwood before
moving to Westfield in 1974.

Mr. Howes had been employed as a
salesman with the Clark Equipment
Company for more than 20 years, and
in 1993 he started his own business,
Industrial Forklift Driving Training
in Garwood, which he operated for
five years.

He caddied at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield for many years.

He was predeceased by his parents,
William R. Howes, Sr. and Helen
Testa Howes, and by his stepmother,
Theresa Howes.

  Surviving are his wife of 37 years,
Joanne B. (Farr) Howes; a son, Will-
iam Howes, III of Weehawken; a
daughter, Denise Howes of Hoboken,
and a brother, Robert Seifried of
Monroe.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Friday, July 13, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 West North Av-
enue in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Oncology Department of Over-
look Hospital, 99 Beauvoir Avenue,

Summit, N.J. 07901 or to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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We’ve “landed”!  
Temple Sholom, a reform congregation, has recently
purchased the future site of our permanent home in

Scotch Plains.
We offer a leading-edge Religious School, diverse programming and a

warm, personal place of worship.  Come visit us!

Located at the corner of LaGrande and Martine Avenue, Fanwood

Prospective Member Shabbat – Sunset Service

July 27th 6 – 7:00 pm
For more information on Temple Sholom, 

please call us at 908-889-4900 or email us at sholom@sholomnj.org.
Visit our website at www.sholomnj.org.

Temple Sholom…It’s Personal

Congratulations to

Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

on his selection

Union County Bar Association
Professional of the Year

2007

From His Partners at
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas & Woodruff, L.L.C.


