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MS Pool Tightens Security
Following Vandalism

By LINDA CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — As reported
in the June 28 edition of The Westfield
Leader, sometime during the evening
hours between June 18 and June 19,
unknown individuals threw chairs,
garbage cans and a lifeguard stand
into the main pool, baby pool and the
diving tank at the Mountainside Com-
munity Pool. Dirt and rocks were also
thrown into the diving tank.

According to Mountainside Police
Chief James Debbie, there are no
suspects at this time. And while the
pool incurred no permanent damage
from the vandalism, the incident did
result in the decision to install cam-
eras at the pool to dissuade further
acts of criminal mischief, as well as
make the pool a safer place during the
daytime hours.

Using a digital video-recording
device that is connected to the
internet, the new cameras will be
linked from the pool directly to po-
lice headquarters to view in real time.
Police will also have the option of
reviewing tapes at any time, Chief
Debbie said.

Similar cameras are already in-
stalled and in use at both the Deerfield
and Beechwood Elementary Schools,
as well as on the Route 22 overpass.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times at police headquar-
ters, Chief Debbie said that over the
years, there have been acts of mis-
chief involving both children and
adults during off hours at the pool.
With respect to vandalism, he told the
Leader/Times, “It doesn’t appear there
has been any damage to the pool –
other than the hourly labor wage to
clean up the mess.”

Chief Debbie said, “Each year, we
step up the security at the pool. Our
police officers have keys to get into
the pool and are required to check it
twice each evening.”

The recent drowning of a six-year-
old boy at the Manor Park Swim Club
in Westfield, which is still under in-
vestigation, also led to the decision to
install cameras at the pool, authori-
ties said.

According to Mountainside Recre-
ation Director Frank Marsella, the
incident was a “push forward” into
purchasing the cameras, which were
bought with surplus pool funds and at

no cost to the taxpayers. He said he
discussed the drowning the day after
with Mountainside pool manager
John Tosato, who, in turn, spoke with
his staff and re-emphasized all guard-
ing policies.

“I think any time there is a drown-
ing, it’s an unfortunate wake-up call,”
Mr. Marsella said.

Mr. Marsella noted, “I’ve always
felt the baby-pool area was a particu-
lar concern and have wanted to put a
camera in that area, especially be-
cause if the manger is in the office, he
can only see the main pool and the
diving tank. The monitor will enable
him to take a look at the baby pool as
well.”

Mr. Marsella said the monitor
would not replace standard walks
around the pool, but would aid the
pool manager in covering the facility
from just one area.

Chief Debbie said, “While our life-
guards are well-trained, we also
agreed that cameras would be a good
idea to protect anyone, including the
facility.”

“We have beefed up security at the
pool,” he said. “Anyone caught com-
mitting any violation will be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the
law.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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Homeland Security Vessel
To Patrol County Waterways

SAILING FOR YOU…The new Union County Police vessel, UC Marine 1, makes
its appearance during the unveiling ceremony on July 11 in Elizabeth to provide
increased security to industrial plants along the coastline of the “most dangerous
two miles” of America. The 36-foot SeaArk Dauntless model has firefighting,
diving, tugging and rescue capabilities.

ELIZABETH – Citing the need to
provide increased security to indus-
trial plants along the coastline of the
“most dangerous two miles” of
America, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders on July 11 un-
veiled UC Marine 1, a new homeland
security vessel that will patrol the
Arthur Kill and Newark Bay water-
ways.

The Union County Police will op-
erate the vessel, which is a 36-foot
SeaArk Dauntless model with
firefighting, diving, tugging and res-
cue capabilities. The vehicle has two
360-horsepower engines to power its
motor, as well as an additional engine
that enables it to pump and fire 1,000
gallons of water per minute at a dis-
tance over 100 yards.

The vessel was dedicated to Union
County residents who have served or
continue to serve in the Iraq war.

“This is a major step in the right
direction for Union County,” said
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, which is home to the Port and
Airport. “This provides a level of
deterrence, surveillance and response
to any incidents along the chemical
coastline.”

Even with the additional funding
allocations made to Union County
and six other Counties under the Ur-
ban Area Securities Initiative (UASI),
Mr. Sullivan said that the state of
Montana still receives more Home-
land Security funding per capita than
New Jersey.

Terrorism experts have estimated a
worst-case attack could bring harm to
more than 12 million people in a 14-
mile radius, including the NY-NJ re-

gion, according to a Union County
press release.

Gov. Jon Corzine wrote a letter in
January to Homeland Security Chief
Michael Chertoff, a former Westfield
resident, saying they feared a drop
off in funding after the federal
government lumped New York City
and northern New Jersey into one
high-risk region for funding
purposes.

“There’s no doubt the federal gov-
ernment must do more to help secure
the region,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski. “There
are more than four million containers
that arrive in the Port alone each year,
and many are still unsecured.”

The county vessel, which cost
$541,000, was paid for with Federal
Homeland Security funds. The county
police will provide a three-man
complement on the vessel that will
patrol county waterways, including
the Arthur Kill and Newark Bay,
which is home to the nation’s second
largest container port, a refinery,
chemical plants, rail lines, the
Goethals Bridge, and Newark Lib-
erty International Airport.

 Mayor Chris Bollwage of Eliza-
beth said the County’s Homeland
Security vessel “will add an addi-
tional layer of security along our city’s
coastal front.”

“Later this year, a new $7 million
fire facility, located less than a mile
from the waterfront will house a haz-
ardous material team as well as en-
gine and ladder companies, which
will better safeguard our residents
and protect our community,” Mr.
Bollwage said.

Sharpe James Indicted for
Fraud, Credit Card Abuse

A federal grand jury in Newark last
Thursday indicted former Newark
Mayor and current State Senator
Sharpe James on 33 counts for alleg-
edly charging city credit cards to the
tune of $58,000 for lucrative trips for
himself and eight women, according
to U.S. Attorney Chris Christie.

The Star-Ledger reported that
James sold nine properties for $46,000
to businesswoman Tamika Riley who
then resold them to developers for
$700,000 and returned some of the
profits to Sharpe James.

The Star-Ledger reported that Riley
was charged with fraud, conspiracy
and tax violations. James was re-
leased after posting $250,000 bail
and she was released on $100,000
bail.

Indicted Sen. Wayne Bryant
Heads to Court Friday

State Sen. Wayne Bryant, facing
fraud, bribery and pension-padding
charges, was due in federal court last
Friday for a pretrial status conference
before U.S. District Court Judge Freda
Wolfson.

Co-defendant R. Michael
Gallagher, a former UMDNJ dean,
was also scheduled to appear.

Both men pleaded not guilty in
April and remain free on unsecured
bonds.

GOP Leader Blasts Dems on
Holding Up Ethics Reform

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce released the following state-
ment on the James’ indictment: “We
now have two state Senators indicted,
and with the on-going investigation
into the legislative grant scandal, who
knows how many more there may be
before the end of this year. Mean-

while key elements of the compre-
hensive Assembly Republican ethics
reform package have languished be-
cause the Democrat majority thinks
they have done enough on ethics re-
form. Clearly they have not.”

State Could Lose House
Seat After 2010 Census

The United States Census Bureau
has said New Jersey could lose an-
other seat on the House of Represen-
tatives after the 2010 Census,
PoliticsNJ.com reported.

New Jersey, which currently as 13
seats, had 15 seats between 1962 and
1982. The state lost seats in 1982 and
1992. If the state were reduced to 12
districts, the population per district
would jump from 647,258 to 727,000.

Lautenberg Introduces Bill
To Honor Rep. Barbara Jordan
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) in-

troduced a bill last week to honor
Rep. Barbara Jordan, the first Afri-
can-American to represent Texas in
the House, with a commemorative
stamp. Ms. Jordan died in 1996 at the
age of 60.

Pipe Bomb Threat at
Drumthwacket a Hoax

A pipe bomb threat at
Drumthwacket, the Princeton resi-
dence of the New Jersey governor,
turned out to be bogus, according to a
Star Ledger report. The paper re-
ported the threat was traced to an
inmate at the New Jersey State Prison
in Trenton.

Voters Want Lautenberg
To Retire from Senate

The Associated Press reported that
a Quinnipiac poll has found that 54
percent of New Jersey voters sur-
veyed want United States Senator
Frank Lautenberg, 83, to retire when
his term finishes at the end of 2008.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASTILLE DAY…Gino Jannotti of Garwood receives his chef’s toque and
cooking jacket while being inducted into the cooking society, Les Marmitons, on
July 14 during their annual picnic held at the home of Bob and Sharon Rial in
Cranford. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Rial, Mr. Jannotti and Richard Dreher
of Westfield.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

      
Fabricate Bedroom window seats with private storage.  

Cedar closets & blanket chests. 
Libraries with concealed liquor cabinet & safe.  
Detailed panel work & study desk.   
Dining rooms with French doors.  
Hutch, dry sink & buffet station. 
Custom fabricated designed cabinetry. 

     Furnished Basement with Media center. 
Hardwood floors, bar & more. 
Impeccable refinishing & painting skills. 

 

          For advice, please call Gerard Kelly 908-209-0104  

e-mail Your Questions : brogankelly@comcast.net 

Fully Insured

NJ Light Rail to Receive
$100 Million Federal Funds

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sen. Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) announced Tues-
day that the Hudson-Bergen Light
Rail (HBLR) system will receive $100
million in federal funding from U.S.
Department of Transportation grants
for construction costs.

“Thousands of New Jerseyans de-
pend on the Hudson-Bergen Light
Rail line every day. These funds will
ensure that commuters can rely on
this line for years to come,” said Sen.
Lautenberg.

HBLR connects the communities

of Bayonne, Jersey City, Hoboken,
Weehawken, Union City and North
Bergen in New Jersey. With an even-
tual cost of approximately $2.2 bil-
lion, HBLR is one of the largest pub-
lic works projects ever undertaken in
New Jersey. A mixture of state and
federal money funds the project.

Of the $500 million in federal funds
secured for this phase of the project,
$450 million has been delivered. Last
week, the Senate Appropriations
Committee approved a bill contain-
ing the final $55 million for HBLR.

Senate Panel Passes
Rail Solid Waste Rules
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Sen-

ate Appropriations Committee ap-
proved an amendment last Friday
sponsored by Sen. Frank Lautenberg
(D-NJ) that directs the Surface Trans-
portation Board to stop preventing
states and localities from regulating
rail solid waste processing activities
for the fiscal year of 2008. Last Tues-
day, the board had issued a ruling
preventing states from regulating such
solid waste processing activities at a
proposed rail site.

“States must be given the authority
to regulate rail solid waste sites. We
need to ensure that the public is pro-
tected from the hazards these sites
pose to human health and safety. This
measure will protect our communi-
ties from unregulated waste sites while
we work to pass a permanent law
granting states the rights to regulate
these activities,” Sen. Lautenberg said.

Sen. Lautenberg is a member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee.


