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S. Orange/Maplewood 9s Top
Westfield Baseball White, 9-2
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WF Blue 9s Crunch Cranford
In Cal Ripken Districts, 15-3
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teach them how to make contact. You
school them on how to go the other
way (hit to opposite field) a little bit.
I’m very impressed by the Westfield
program,” said Westfield coach Mike
Murray. “We played them last night
in a very competitive game. It’s amaz-
ing how many nine-year-old kids can
play baseball at a high level.”

“These kids love the game. They
can play baseball 24 hours a day. It’s
a lot of fun to be their coach,” said
Villager coach Randy Nathan. “Base-
ball at any level, you got to throw
strikes to make plays. We coach that
over and over. Let them hit the ball, if

that’s the case, and make the play.
Villager pitchers Evans and

Malcolm Stern did just that by allow-
ing no free passes, while combining
for six strikeouts. Evans and Stern
also made some smooth fielding plays
from the mound Lankler pitched for
Westfield until being relieved by
Oberman with one out remaining in
the fourth. Hess relieved in the fifth
and Colwell came in for one batter in
the same inning. Justin Lin pitched to
all three Villager batters in the sixth.

“They pitched very well. They de-
fended the field very well. That’s as
good a nine-year-old team we have
seen all year,” said Murray. “There
are two themes to nine-year-old base-
ball. Have really good pitching and
throwing strikes, and being real strong
in the bottom of your order.”

Westfield second baseman Dan
Criscoulo pulled off several fine plays,

including a spectacular diving grab in
the second inning. Centerfielder
Murray initiated a good pitcher (Hess)
to catcher (George Devanney) relay
to nail a runner. Catcher Will Stern
was involved in catching a Villager in
a rundown between third and home
and Hess made a great grab at short.

“Danny made a couple of nice plays.
Rowan had good reactions on the
mound. He is good wherever we put
him. He can play first base. He can
play centerfield. Bases loaded, I go to
Rowan,” said Murray. “We have a
number of kids like that. Parker has
made some terrific plays at shortstop.

Murray goes and gets it in the outfield
very well. It goes to show you have
good coaching in the in-town pro-
gram. Owen Brancatella makes catches
in the outfield at critical times.”

Evans’ two-run single highlighted
a three-run third inning for the Villag-
ers. Henry’s infield RBI single, which
forced a throwing error, accounted
for two of the three runs in the fourth,
and four walks and RBI singles from
Evans and Smith gave the Villagers
their three runs in the fifth. Murray
singled and scored for Westfield in
the fourth and Oberman doubled and
scored on Hess’ sac fly in the sixth.

“Never bet on nine-year-olds! You
want them to be kids. You want them
to go to swimming pools. You want
them to go to camps. I encourage kids
to be kids,” said coach Murray.
S. Orange/Maplewood 003 330 9
Westfield White 000 101 2

Coach Rinaldi and his assistants
gathered their team for a customary
pep talk at the beginning of the game
to get them focused. In the bottom of
the first inning, Blue jumped Cranford
for six runs. Varakan got things started
with a walk, stole second and third
then committed robbery by swiping
home. Mele ripped a single,
Boutsikaris got plunked with a pitch
and DiFilippo followed with his RBI
single. Next, Matt Macik took one for
the team, Ethan Smith worked a walk
off relief pitcher Andrew Acton to load
the pods and Murray sizzled a two-run
double to center. Brett Robertshaw
and Varakan each drew walks to push
home a run and Rinaldi and Mele
punched respective RBI singles.

Blue then loaded the pods and
scuffed the plate with five runs on two
hits in the second, highlighted by
Varakan’s two-run single and Mele’s
three-run bomb to centerfield.
Cranford did make some noise with

three runs in the top of the third.
Healey hacked an RBI double to
centerfield and Donahue unleashed a
two-run double.

“Boutsikaris came in and they did
get a couple of good hits, however he
settled down quickly and held them
in check,” said coach Rinaldi. “Re-
ally good job!”

Blue added four runs in the bottom
of the third. Macik reached on a walk,
Smith got beaned and Murray curled
a two-run single over second.
Robertshaw and Chris Varano walked
and Tupper and Mele followed with
RBI singles.

“Up and down the lineup our guys
can drive the ball,” said coach Rinaldi.
“When you have your two, three,
four, five and six hitters capable of
putting the ball out, hitting extra base
hits every time up, we’re tough to
beat.”
Cranford 003 0 3
WF Blue 654 x 15

WF 10U Softball Girls Win
N. Edison Firecracker Crown

FIRECRACKER CHAMPS…The Girl’s Softball League of Westfield U10 team
recently won the North Edison Firecracker championship. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Alyssa Cox, Grace Sanzalone, Lizzie Fox, Sarah Mastrocola, Julia
Criscuolo, Cali Chambliss and Julia Diamantopoulos; second row, Gary Fox
(Coach), Chrissy Ferraro, Emily Mastrocola, Lauren Schmeider, Allie McBrearty,
Elena Scarano, Chrissy Mosco and Anthony Mastrocola (Coach).

The Girl’s Softball League of
Westfield (GSLW) 10U Tournament
Team won its first tournament of the
summer season.

They first faced the home North
Edison Blue and were victorious, 8-
5, on June 29. On June 30, the team
lost in the last inning to a very strong
team from Hamilton, 5-4. In the sec-
ond game, the girls bounced back
defeating Howell, 12-0. After pool
play was completed, GSLW placed
fifth out of 16 teams in the tourna-
ment.

On July 1, GSLW faced South
Brunswick in the first of a four-game
day. GSLW shut out South Brunswick,

12-0. In Game 2, the girls defeated
Sparta, 14-7. In Game 3 against North
Edison White, the girls emerged vic-
torious, 2-0, in a great defensive battle.
In the championship game, Westfield
had the opportunity for a rematch
with Hamilton and took advantage of
the situation with a 3-1, come-from-
behind victory.

Coach Anthony Mastrocola stated
that they won this tournament be-
cause all of the girls played as a team
and contributed to the victories. Ac-
cording to Coach Gary Fox, they
pitched well, hit well, fielded well
and each one of them played a major
role in winning this tournament.

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Results, Standings:

In the A Division, the Outsiders
and Investors Savings have created
space between the top two and the
rest. We will not be confusing Steve
Brainard of Deegan Roofing with Jose
Reyes anytime soon, as the bang,
bang play at home against the Outsid-
ers in the ninth inning kept Pete
Samila’s team locked at the top of the
standings with a 13-12 victory.

Investors toyed with Pav-Con at
Farley Field last week until Emidio
Monaco decided to hit the roof of the
condos twice to pull the Bankers away.
Matt LaCross of ACI guarantees a
victory this week, as this may be
ACI’s last legit chance for victory
with the double-header bump week
against Pav-Con.

The B Division took an interesting
turn last week, as Delasal smoked the
DJ contingent out of Brookside Park,
22-10. It could have been thought

that the old Friday’s team took the
field the other night, as walks and
errors were the flavor of the night.

When the dust settles this week,
there should be a much clearer pic-
ture of who will get the byes for the
playoffs.

A DIVISION (As of July 4):
TEAM W  L T
Investors Savings 13   2
Outsiders 11   1 1
Deegan Roofing   8   6 1
SJI Industries   6   7
Pav-Con   3 12
ACI   0 13

B DIVISION:
TEAM W  L
DJ’s Limo 13   3
Cepp’s 11   5
Sofa Kings 11   5
Hocus Pocus   9   7
Delasal   9   9
T&J’s   7 11
Val Decorators   5 11
Family Investors   0 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DEFENSIVE DAY…Westfield White 9s’ second baseman Dan Criscuolo
made several outstanding plays against South Orange/Maplewood. He also made
a spectacular diving grab in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING GOOD INSTRUCTIONS…One of the groups of youngsters gather
around instructor John Dugan, Westfield High School football Head Coach Jim
Desarno and former WHS Hall of Fame Football/Wrestling/Golf Head Coach and
A.D. Gary Kehler at the Kehler Football Camp held last week.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BANGING OUT A SINGLE…WF ‘White’ shortstop Chris Rinaldi ripped a
bases loaded RBI single to help lead his team to a 6-0 first inning spanking against
Cranford.
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44A3 SANDRA CIRCLE, WESTFIELD $227,000

769 LENAPE TRAIL, WESTFIELD $3,695,000

Showcase center hall Colonial by Galaxy Building Contractors,
known for fine craftsmanship and elegant appointments.  Includes
10 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with high-
end appliances that opens to Family Room that features a gas fire-
place and a Formal Dining Room.  Also includes a butler’s pantry
and so much more.

NEW PRICE!  Beautifully renovated 5 Bedroom, 3.5 bath Colonial
in the fabulous Wychwood section of Westfield.  Includes newer
cherry Kitchen with granite and stainless steel appliances.  Also fea-
tures gleaming hardwood floors, updated baths, CAC, wood-burn-
ing fireplace and a professionally landscaped yard.  Close to Wilson
School and town.  DIR: East Broad to Linden to Winyah.

NEW PRICE!  Sunny Colonial offers 6 rooms and features 3 Bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, hardwood floors, archways, high ceilings, updated
Kitchen with eating area and powder room, newer Recreation Room
and office, Living Room with bowed wall, Formal Dining Room
with beamed ceiling, 2-zone heat, updated electric and close to town
and commuter transportation.

Vintage 1912 Colonial with great details offers 10 rooms and in-
cludes 5 Bedrooms, Formal Dining Room, Living Room with stone
fireplace, gracious foyer, hardwood floors, beamed ceilings and en-
closed back and front porches.

Stunning new home.  This property is over 8400 square feet and has
exciting architectural elements and is reminiscent of a European
country manor.  Noteworthy features include 14 rooms, 5 Bedrooms,
6.5 baths, Master Suite, gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, fabu-
lous Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, custom woodwork and
solid oak plank flooring. DIR: Lawrence to Watchung Fork.

Beautifully painted 5 room co-operative unit offers professionally
finished hardwood floors throughout, 2 Bedrooms, Living/Dining
Room combo and galley type Kitchen.
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