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Motor Vehicle Facilities to
Accept Credit Cards

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
announced last week that credit cards
will now be accepted at agencies and
regional service centers statewide.
VISA, MasterCard or American Ex-
press cards will be accepted. Prior to
this time, only cash or checks had
been accepted at MVC facilities.

Sharon Harrington is Chief Ad-
ministrator of the MVC. In her press
release, she pointed to progress in
improving operations for serving the
6.4 million New Jersey licensed driv-
ers. In 2003, the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles was abolished due to
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Family Hosts Colombian
Orphan through KidSave

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A weekend pic-
nic in Westfield featured treats and
games familiar to a typical American
birthday party. But for 10 Colombian
orphans, ages 7 to 12, last Saturday’s
event at Tamaques Park represented a
brand-new experience.

Through the KidSave program
Summer Miracles, Westfield residents
Sergio and Patty Vera are hosting
Michel, an 8-year-old orphan girl from
Colombia, for five weeks. Eight other
families in the tri-state area are host-
ing orphans from Colombia. Sum-
mer Miracles also works with or-
phans from Taiwan.

To expose the orphans to family
life and potential adopters in the
United States, the Vera family orga-
nized a picnic, one of five gatherings
to be held by the host families over
the next few weeks.

“I geared it like a kid party,” said
Ms. Vera, “because they may have
never had [things like] a piñata. I
filled it with candy and toys, and we
had a water-balloon toss.”

Hershey’s Subs and Delicatessen
on South Avenue in Westfield do-
nated a six-foot sub for the occasion.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, the other
host families, friends and family of
the Veras and people interested in
adoption attended the event.

In an e-mail to The Westfield Leader,
Mr. Vera said his family’s goal “is to
raise awareness of this program and
to be advocates for the children so

that as many, if not all, of them can
find a permanent home.”

After five weeks in the United
States, the orphans return to Colom-
bia. Exposure to potential adopters in
the United States is meant to increase
the chances that they will be adopted.

“[Summer Miracles] has been phe-
nomenally successful,” said Mark
Jacobs, volunteer regional host coor-
dinator. “Over 90 percent of kids who
travel and are eligible for adoption
end up finding permanent families.
Over 2,000 kids have been placed
since 1997.”

“The older orphans are less likely
to be adopted and far more likely to
end up on the streets,” Mr. Jacobs
continued. “So it’s programs like these
that help save these children and help
make miracles happen for them.”

Mr. Jacobs adopted a girl from
Tiawan in March of 2006 after host-
ing her through Summer Miracles in
2005.

Although the Vera family has two
biological children, Kathryn, 10, and
Sophia, 6, Mr. Vera said adoption is
something that has been on his and
his wife’s minds for a long time.

“I’m from Peru, and I have a very
humble background,” he said. “I do
consider myself very blessed with
everything I have…We have decided
to share that with kids who struggle.”

“[Summer Miracles] allows us to
really lend a hand to a kid and hope-
fully find them a permanent home
and gives us exposure to what adop-
tion would be like,” he continued.

Speaking of his time with Michel,
Mr. Vera said it has been interesting
to watch her adapt to her new sur-
roundings.

“To find everything so new, some-
thing as little as a playground in
Burger King excites her or in Man-
hattan the buildings look so tall, to
see almost all of that for the first time
is a really an amazing experience,” he
said.

Using Mr. Vera as a translator,
Michel said, “My best experience
was when we went to the zoo and
saw the animals. I’m having a great
time.”

According to its website, KidSave
works to increase awareness of the
plight of orphans, build programs that
move children without families into
permanent relationships with adults
and advocate with governments to
create change in the way children
without parents are treated. KidSave
is not an adoption agency.

“It’s not okay for kids to grow up
without families,” Mr. Vera said. “All
the kids want more than anything
else is a father and a mother…a
family.”

Elm, Prospect Lots to Be
Combined for Shoppers
By ALLISON GIBBONS

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council expects final bids for
the merger of Lots 1 and 8 to be
awarded at the next meeting of the
governing body on Tuesday, July 10.
The $274,000 project will take place
in August.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader the base
bid for the project is $274,000, but it
could be more depending on what the
council wants to add, including light-
ing or landscaping.

As of now, Mr. Gildea said, he did
not know how many extra spots would
be added after construction. “We’re
definitely looking to add some,” he
said.

The biggest change, he said, is that
the two lots will be combined into
one large lot stretching from Prospect
to Elm Streets. The lot will be known
as Lot 1.

“It will be basically a downtown
visitor and shopper lot,” Mr. Gildea
said. “The employees will be moved
to other lots.”

Currently, Lot 1 is used for four-

and nine-hour parking, while Lot 8 is
employee permit parking. After the
construction, both lots will be avail-
able for shoppers in the downtown
area.

“Right now, Lot 1 is approximately
120 spots,” Mr. Gildea said. Lot 8 has
around 80 spots for employees in the
downtown area.

The 80 employees in Lot 8 will be
moved to street spaces, which the
council is looking to add more of, Mr.
Gildea said. Other permit lots, in-
cluding Lot 9, also will intake these
permit holders.

“So the employees in Lot 8 will be
moved into Lot 9 and other places on
the street,” he said.

Mr. Gildea said that while the ac-
tual dates for construction will not be
set until after the bid is awarded, the
entire project is expected to take place
in August. “Right now, we hope it
only takes a month…you never know
what you find during construction,”
he said.

In the end, the melding of the two
lots is intended to make parking “more
efficient and more effective for the
shopper,” he said.

poor service, inefficiencies and a hor-
rendous reputation. The MVC was
then formed. It seeks to provide faster
and more convenient services to cus-
tomers, incorporate technology, im-
prove safety and upgrade facilities.

Ms. Harrington said that in the four
years since the MVC was established,
wait times at agencies have been sub-
stantially reduced, Saturday hours at
agencies have been reinstated and the
website, www.njmvc.gov, underwent
a customer-friendly overhaul. The site
now offers improved access to infor-
mation, including more than 70
downloadable forms and a number of
ways to perform online transactions.

The MVC has been providing in-
creased square footage, additional
service windows and improved pub-
lic areas at agencies statewide.

Kenilworth Schedules
Carnival for Aug. 20-25

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Volunteer Fire Department and Res-
cue Squad is sponsoring its annual
carnival at St. Theresa’s School Yard
from Monday, August 20 until Satur-
day, August 25.

The carnival will be open from
6:30 to 10:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday and from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m.
on Saturday.

The carnival will feature new rides,
food vendors and games, as well as
Unlimited Ride Wristband nights on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. The
cost of a wristband is $20. Kenilworth
Fire Chiefs and Union County offi-
cials will take turns in the brand new
dunk tank, and a live band will per-
form on Thursday evening. The car-
nival will also include the Beer Gar-
den and Money Wheel.

The Super 50/50 raffle will sell
tickets for two dollars, and the draw-
ing will take place the final night of
the carnival. Last year’s winner took
home over $5,000.

Shabazz HS Alumni Set
July 19 Meeting

NEWARK – The alumni associa-
tion of Newark’s Malcolm X Shabazz
High School, formerly South Side, is
in the process of reorganizing.

The second meeting of the alumni
of all classes and all years will be held
on July 19, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
school gym located at 80 Johnson
Avenue in Newark (corner of West
Bigelow Street).

The purpose of the association is to
foster activities for the student body
and to rekindle school spirit and ca-
maraderie.

For more information, call (973)
371-5798. Organizers include
alumni and retired teachers of the
school, including James Cook, class
of 1965 and Kathleen Witcher, class
of 1963. goleader.com

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
A UNIQUE PARTY…The Vera family of Westfield participates in the KidSave
program Miracles, through which they are hosting an orphan girl from Colum-
bia. The Veras hosted a picnic for all 10 children in the program and their host
families last Saturday at Tamaques Park in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
back, Kathryn Vera, 10, Patty and Sergio Vera; middle, Sophia Vera, 6, and their
sponsor child, Michel, 8.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From a seventeen-acre site in the Wachau, the crown
jewel of Austria’s white wine regions, this dry Riesling

is stunning.  It grows entirely on primary rock soil, and
the mineral combines with the acidity to give this great

structure.  Lime and green apple fruit, with a small
hint of lemon rind, are just beginning to deepen and
develop on autumnal tinge.  Lovely and worth saving

for more than a few years.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 07/19/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $24.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $25.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Lake Breeze

Bernoota Shiraz /
Cabernet $19.99

Pfeiffer Three
Chimneys

Chardonnay /
Marsanne $15.99

Mirrabooka Pinot
Noir  $12.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

The shiraz / cabernet blend
maybe the most important
single red wine innovation

that Australia has
contributed to the wine

world.  There are a ton of
good ones at very reasonable
prices.  This is all blackberry,

cassis and smoky earth
tones.  Well balance and

long on the finish.  It needs
30 minutes of decanting and
pardon us but the rib eye is

sizzling on the grill.

The Aussie winemakers we
know all have a little bit of

the nine year old who
blew-up the parents garage

with a chemistry set.  As
such are born blends like

this.  White peach,
nectarine, melon and a

touch of toast.  No oak and
a clean persistent finish.

Perfect with melon
prosciutto.  Refreshing and

deep at once.

The Australians have a gift for
good inexpensive wine, not

that it shows up in all they do,
but when it does…… WOW!
This is a delightful summer
sipper and it comes at an

almost ridiculous price for a
very difficult grape.  Good

gentle cherry fruit, a small bit
of spice and a long light finish

makes this a perfect before
dinner red.

Lehensteiner Riesling Federspiel
Terrasen  $21.99


