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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Former Clark Chief Danco
New Academy Director

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
Clark police chief, Anton (Sandy)
Danco has taken over the helm of
Union County’s John H. Stamler Po-
lice Academy in Scotch Plains. Mr.
Danco was the po-
lice chief for 18
years prior to his
new position.

Shortly before
assuming the di-
rectorship, Mr.
Danco was hon-
ored by the New
Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of
P o l i c e
(NJSACOP) with
the President’s
Service Award,
known as the
“Chief of the Year”
award, which rec-
ognizes members
of NJSACOP for
their service to the
organization.

In presenting the award, outgoing
NJSACOP President, Chief John
Coyle of Egg Harbor Township an-
nounced that the award would be
known as the “Chief Sandy Danco
Service Award.” At a June 20 cer-
emony Chief Coyle told a gathering
of New Jersey police chiefs that Mr.
Danco “epitomized the highest ideals

of professionalism” and has given
new meaning to the words “selfless
service.”

Mr. Danco, who has served as
Clark chief since July 1989, offi-

cially took over
the lead position
at Union County’s
police academy
on June 29 follow-
ing in the foot-
steps of the prior
director Anthony
Parenti, the
former Fanwood
police chief who
recently retired.
Part of Mr.
Danco’s plan for
the academy’s fu-
ture includes
broadening the
training curricu-
lum to include ad-
ditional nation-
ally accredited

training courses.
Mr. Danco began his career in law

enforcement when he attended the
Essex County Police Academy in
1967 after serving as a military po-
liceman in the U. S. Army. Following
graduation from the academy, he
joined the Clark Police Department
and worked his way up the ranks to
become chief in 1989.
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GOP Candidates Question
Privatization of State Roads
COUNTY – Legislative District 22

Republican State Senate candidate
Rose McConnell and State Assembly
candidates Bryan DesRochers and
Robert Gatto have questioned why
Democrat Governor Jon Corzine has
not begun talks on privatization of
New Jersey toll roads.

The candidates said in a press re-
lease that with recent polls showing
a large majority of New Jersey resi-
dents against the leasing or sale of
our toll roads, the governor “is obvi-
ously concerned with maintaining
his party’s majority in the state sen-
ate and assembly.”

“The governor and the rest of the
New Jersey Democrat Party feel it
will be easy to force through this
widely unpopular legislation after
maintaining control of both houses in
this year’s election.

“This is too important of an issue to
the people of New Jersey, and it should
be clear where the incumbent Demo-
crats in the 22nd district stand. We,
the Republican challengers, are 100
percent against privatization and
would like our opponents to join us in
promising to never vote in favor of a
plan that will sell our roads to private
or foreign companies,” the GOP Dis-
trict 22 slate said in the release.

Ms. McConnell, Mr. DesRochers
and Mr. Gatto have challenged the
Democrat incumbents, Senator
Nicholas Scutari, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Assemblyman
Gerry Green, to denounce
privatization “in any form.”

“When Nick Scutari was a free-
holder in Union County, he promised
the residents in Linden and elsewhere
around the county that several freight
line reactivation projects would not
be moving forward. We came to find
out after he made this statement that
there were already signed contracts
and that he had blatantly lied to the
people of Union County,” said Mr.
DesRochers.

 “If we can’t trust our senator to tell
the truth at home, how can we trust
him and his assembly running mates
to stop the selling off of our state
roads? My running mates and I prom-
ise to oppose the piece by piece sell-
ing off of our state’s assets,” they
said.

The 22nd district includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Anton “Sandy” Danco

First County ‘Green’ Home
To Be Built In Westfield
By EBONY MCQUEEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The first “green”
home ever to exist in Union County
will soon be built in Westfield. The
five-bedroom, four-and-a-half bath-
room colonial house will include a
family room, a library, a living room,
a large kitchen and a front porch.

“Green” homes use less energy and
water, utilize natural resources, cre-
ate less waste and are healthier and
more comfortable for the occupants,
according to the United States Green
Building Council website.

“It is very important that the house
has the same comfort as a regular
home,” said Paula Golbin of Solar
Realty, which owns the property and
will construct the home.

Solar Realty recently received ap-
proval for a demolition permit to tear
down the existing house on the prop-
erty, said Town Engineer Ken Marsh.

Ms. Golbin, along with partner
David Goodman, is working with the
holding company E-Solar Properties
to complete the project.

The house will undergo Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Green Building Rat-
ing System certification. In order for
a development to earn LEED certifi-
cation, it must meet certain standards.
The number of “credits” the develop-
ment earns determines whether it re-
ceives Certified, Silver, Gold or Plati-
num certification.

“We have worked three consecu-
tive days for eight hours with two
members of the LEED council to get
certification,” Ms. Golbin said.

The house, located at 1221 Pros-
pect Street, will include all natural
resources and Energy Star rated ap-
pliances including paint without toxic
materials, solar panels on the roof
and a heat-exchange system to con-
serve heat and air. The house will also
have special windows, lighting fix-
tures and bulbs.

“We’re building with smarter prod-
ucts so you can get more bang for
your buck,” said Ms. Golbin.

Mr. Marsh said that “all appliances
would [have an] Energy Star rating.
The materials in the house will all be
derived from natural resources.”

“Special soil and plants that absorb
and use water will be used,” Mr. Marsh
continued.

A special “blowout” of the home
will improve the air quality and elimi-
nate allergens. A variety of plants that
will need less water will be used in
the landscaping so “they get enough
water, but not too much,” Mrs. Golbin
said. A rain garden will be built to
handle the water runoff.

“We want to give back to the envi-
ronment, instead of depleting it,” said
Ms. Golbin. “It’s the ingredients that
go into this house that make it differ-
ent.”

As of now, the actual budget of the
house is being reviewed.

“That cost won’t be passed on to
the prospective buyer,” Ms. Golbin
said.

Owners of a “green” house are eli-
gible for federal and state rebates, as
well as tax credits and rebates from
utility companies. Benefits of own-
ing a green house include lower
monthly water bills, lower replace-
ment costs and a healthier living en-
vironment.

“We are going to deliver an eco-
friendly home, as well as an eco-
friendly lifestyle,” Ms. Golbin said.
“It will not only be healthier, but
good for your pocketbook as well.”

According to Golbin, commercial
businesses, garden apartments and
mixed used buildings will also be
built “green.”

The house should be completed by
January or February of 2008.

“We want to make sure everything
is perfect,” said Ms. Golbin. “This
will reduce global warming.”
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Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY...Crowds gather in the parking lot of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside on Saturday to watch the borough’s twice-delayed July 4 fireworks
display.

Rabner Sworn In As
New NJ Chief Justice

Stuart Rabner, 46, was officially
sworn in as the new chief justice of
the New Jersey Supreme Court on
June 29. He replaces James Zazzalli,
who was chief justice the past year.
Mr. Zazzalli stepped down after reach-
ing the mandatory retirement age of
70, according to an Associated Press
story. Mr. Zazzalli had replaced Chief
Justice Deborah Poritz, who retired
in October 2006. Mr. Rabner left his
post as the state’s attorney general to
accept the chief-justice position.

Feds Subpoena Records
On Bill for Land Deals

Federal authorities have subpoe-
naed New Jersey Statehouse records

on legislation S-967, which was spon-
sored three years ago by former New-
ark mayor and current State Senator
Sharp James and the late Jersey City
Mayor Glenn Cunningham. The leg-
islation gave Mr. James the authority
to sell city land, according to The Star
Ledger.

The U.S. Attorney’s office is inves-
tigating low sale prices of Newark
land to friends and associates of Mr.
James, who did not seek another sen-
ate term. Authorities ordered the sub-
poena as part of an ongoing grand
jury probe into the land deals.

Legislator Wants NJ
Events Billed As Such

State Senator Paul Sarlo (D,
Bergen County) said he is consider-
ing sponsoring legislation to require
that all events held at the Meadow-
lands are publicized as being held in
New Jersey, according to WCBS 880
Radio. The legislator was annoyed
that last weekend’s Live Earth New
York, part of a worldwide event, was
said to have been held in New York
City, when it was actually held at
Giants Stadium in New Jersey. Last
year, Assemblyman Richard Merkt
(R, Morris County) sponsored legis-
lation that would require Giants Sta-
dium be renamed to be “more repre-
sentative of this state and thereby
inform the public that the stadium is
located in New Jersey.” No action
has been taken on the legislation to
date.

Union County Won’t
Renew ME’s Contract

Union County Medical Examiner
Leonard Zaretski’s contract is not
being renewed due poor work perfor-
mance, according to a Star Ledger
report that quoted Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow. Mr. Zaretski
earned a $145,000 salary. His office
handles 225 to 250 autopsies a year.
Mr. Zaretski has said he is being
forced from his job.

GOP to Host Family
Mini-Golf Tourney

CLARK — The Republican
Committee of Union County will
hold its annual Family Miniature
Golf Tournament on Sunday, July
29, from 3 to 6 p.m. at Hyatt Hills
Golf complex, located at 1300
Raritan Road in Clark. The public
is invited.

State Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz of the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict will host the event. Proceeds
will benefit the county Republican
candidates for sheriff and free-
holder.

The cost is $45 per person, $15
for children under 12 years of age
or $100 per family. The cost covers
golf, beverages, barbeque and
prizes.

For reservations and informa-
tion, contact the UC Republican
Committee at (908) 789-0200.
“Event and Hole” sponsorships are
available. Interested sponsors
should contact Christine Nugent
at (908) 654-0389.


