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POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

‘A GREAT GUY’…William Crosby, cen-
ter, marches in the 2005 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade. Mr. Crosby
served for 50 years with both the Fanwood
Rescue Squad and the Fanwood Fire De-
partment. He also carried the Olympic torch
in 1996. Flanking him are squad members
Melissa Gassler, left, and Nancy D’Ambrosio.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE HEAT...Westfield firefighters, with support from neighboring
towns, extinguish the blaze in the basement of the Westfield Post Office last
Saturday afternoon. WFD Captain Michael Brennan of Fanwood huffs for fresh
air and hopes for a cooling breeze upon exiting the inferno. Lieutenant Anthony
Tiller, right, provides support along with postman Travis Redd, background.

READY TO SHOOT…SPTV will televise the seven summer concerts in Scotch
Plains starting weekly at 8 p.m. tonight at the Village Green. The TV crew from
last year will participate in the productions. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back
row, Angelique Iberra, Wes Lorenzini, William McMeekan, Jr. and Rob Dawson,
and front row, John Russitano and Ignacio Lopez.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KICKING OFF SUMMER…Kids play in a mini-game at the first summer session
of the Raider Soccer Camp.

The site has telephone and e-mail
contact information for township de-
partments and employees, and it has
a directory that lists where residents
can go for such things as affordable
housing information, accident reports,
inspections, fence approvals, copies
of ordinances, copies of site plans
and snow-removal complaints.

Mr. Enyeart said, in addition to
online registration and payment for
township programs, he expects that
the township code, including all ordi-
nances and land-use regulations, will
eventually be available on the website.

“They have a lot of things planned,”
he added, but, “it’s been a real good
beginning.” He said that during the
upgrade, he has worked primarily with
Construction Official Bob LaCosta,
Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio and Councilman Kevin Glover.
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Westfield Regional Health
Department Blotter

Statistics for Fanwood, June 2007

Vital Statistics
Births – 10
Deaths – 9
Marriages – 3
Civil Unions – 0
Domestic Partnerships – 0

Communicable/Reportable
Diseases

Hepatitis A – 0
Salmonella – 0
Hepatitis C – 0
Influenza – 0
Lyme Disease – 0
Disease Outbreaks – 0
Other – 0

Retail Food Inspections
Excellent – 0
Passed – 2
Conditionally Satisfactory – 0
Unsatisfactory – 0
Mobile Food Inspections – 0
Temporary Food Inspections – 8
Food Samples/Lab Tests – 0
Retail Food Complaints – 0
Food Borne Illness – 0

Environmental
Garbage – 2
Rodent – 5
Animal Control – 0
Lead Investigations – 0
Heating Complaints – 0
Nuisance – 1
Air, Water, Noise Complaints – 0

Health Screenings/Programs
Blood Pressure – 0
Diabetes – 0
Stroke – 0
Health Education – 0
Other – 0
Flue/Pneumonia Vaccinations – 0

Child Health Services
Child Health Clinics – 3
# Of Children Attending – 0
# Of Vaccinations Given – 0

Home Visits/Nursing
Home Visits – 0
School Audits – 0
Other – 0

Other Inspections
Pools – 0
Tobacco Age Of Sale – 0
Nursery And Day Care Centers – 0
Other – 0

Enforcement
Court Summons – 0
Board Hearings – 0
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Scotch Plains Website

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 26, a resident of Win-

chester Drive reported that someone
caused damage to several doors of his
house. According to police, the damage is
valued at approximately $500.

Tuesday, June 26, a resident of Shawnee
Path reported that someone stole his un-
locked bicycle valued at $100 from
McGinn Elementary School.

Wednesday, June 27, Joana Garzon-
Mendoza, 19, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after be-
ing stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Wednesday, June 27, a manager of a
Lamberts Mill Road business reported that
someone entered the business after hours
but did not take anything or do any damage.

Thursday, June 28, Anthony Clay, 36,
of Irvington was arrested and charged for
distribution of cocaine after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was also
charged with an outstanding warrant,
police said. According to police, he was
transported to the Union County jail where
he is being held on $100,000 bail.

Friday, June 29, Bernice Schuler, 37,
of East Orange was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation. She posted bail and
was released, police said.

Saturday, June 30, Joseph Bethea, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation. He posted bail and was re-
leased, police said.

Saturday, June 30, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone withdrew
money from his bank account. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 3, Chante M. Rokins, 20,

of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
Hillside and Bloomfield warrants after a
motor vehicles stop on Terrill Road.

Sunday, July 8, Tyison R. Sargent, 25,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. According to police, he was also
charged with an outstanding warrant out
of Plainfield and a Union County no-bail
warrant.

Sunday, July 8, a 13-year-old juvenile
and a 14-year-old juvenile, both from
Fanwood, were arrested and charged with
stealing auto parts from parked vehicles
in the vicinity of Second Street and
Corielle Avenue. According to police,

both juveniles were processed and re-
leased to their parents.

Monday, July 9, Rubin R. Pyatt, 36, of
Orange was arrested on an outstanding
Manchester Township warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, July 9, Solomon Johnson, 37,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
East Orange warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, July 10, Ghassan Tadros, 44,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing Jersey City warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Westfield
Monday, July 2, Robert Bertoni, 19, of

Westfield was arrested in the 100 block of
Lincoln Road and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released with sum-
monses pending a July 18 court date.

Tuesday, July 3, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent reported the theft of a purse at the
Westfield Memorial Pool on North Scotch
Plains Avenue. The purse, valued at $15,
contained a diamond ring valued at $2,500,
along with $23 in cash.

Wednesday, July 4, Jennifer Espinoza,
25, and Dominic Rodriguez, 27, both of
Scotch Plains, were arrested on outstanding
warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
the 900 block of South Avenue, West.

Espinoza was released after posting
$119 bail on a Roselle Municipal Court
traffic warrant. Rodriguez was held on
the strength of two Egg Harbor Township
criminal warrants with a total bail of
$2,596, pending the posting of bail.

Thursday, July 5, a resident of Park
Ridge reported that his motor vehicle was
damaged during the overnight hours of
July 4 while it was parked on the 800
block of Summit Avenue. The damage
consisted of a broken front passenger-
side window caused by a large rock.

Thursday, July 5, the owner of a business
located on the 400 block of North Avenue,
East, reported the theft of about $250 worth
of scrap metal that had been left outside for
removal. The scrap metal was material re-
moved from repaired motor vehicles.

Thursday, July 5, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation, Brian Mills, 47,
of Plainfield was arrested at West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant from South Plainfield.
He was released after posting $240 bail.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of Upper
Darby, Pa., reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged while it was parked on the
500 block of Trinity Place. The front pas-
senger-side window was smashed and the
passenger-side door was dented, police said.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of the 700
block of Carleton Road reported a bur-
glary at his residence. Police said entry
was gained by removing a pane of glass
from the rear door. A second-floor bed-
room was entered and a computer tower
was removed, police said.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of the 600
block of West Broad Street reported that
his motor vehicle was damaged in while
parked in his driveway. Police said a tire
on the vehicle was punctured with an
unknown device.

Mountainside
Friday, July 6, Uver I. Soto, 37, of

Lehigh Acers, FL, was arrested and
charged with driving on the suspended
list. Police initially stopped Soto for dis-
playing an expired inspection sticker.

Thursday, July 5, someone smashed
the side window on a Route 22 muffler
shop. Police said a drawer was removed
but no cash was taken. An address book
and a business card book along with $5 in
cash were reported stolen. The value of
the broken windows was placed at $1,000.

Monday, July 9, A patron at a Route 22
theater reported that someone smashed the
passenger side window of vehicle and re-
moved a laptop computer valued at $1,500,
a cell phone valued at $100, and a Global
Positioning System with a value of $200.

Friends and Family Fondly
Recall ‘Uncle Bill’ Crosby

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – It is a rare indi-
vidual who volunteers to protect and
serve his community for half a cen-
tury, with no expectation nor desire
for reward, save for the comfort of
knowing he or she has made a differ-
ence – perhaps a life-or-death one –
for a fellow human being.

William Crosby of Fanwood, who
died July 5 at the age of 80, was that
rare individual. A borough resident
for 55 years, Mr. Crosby was a volun-
teer for 50 years with both the
Fanwood Rescue Squad and the
Fanwood Fire Department.

Affectionately known as “Uncle
Bill,” Mr. Crosby answered more than
8,500 squad calls during his long ten-
ure, Fanwood Rescue Squad Presi-
dent John Oatis told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “That in itself is an
enormous feat,”
he said.

Mr. Crosby was
a past president of
the squad, had or-
ganized blood
drives in the com-
munity and was
among those who
established the
current rescue
squad building at
123 Watson Road
in 1977.

“He seemed to
know everyone in
town and every-
body knew him,”
Mr. Oatis said.
“He was the con-
summate volun-
teer.”

Mr. Oatis said
Mr. Crosby was
one of the first people he met upon
moving to Fanwood 30 years ago and
the one who inspired him to join the
rescue squad. “We’re all going to
miss him – not just the squad, but the
whole community,” he said.

Squad Treasurer and Chaplain Bob
Kruthers, who, like Mr. Crosby, joined
the squad in 1957, said he always looked
up to his friend and colleague for his
skills as an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician and for being “just a great guy.”

“You never saw him get shook up
or lose his cool. He was always a
professional and always a gentleman,”
Mr. Kruthers told The Times.

Both Mr. Oatis and Mr. Kruthers
recalled the delight Mr. Crosby took
in entertaining children. According
to Mr. Oatis, Mr. Crosby would touch
the nose of a small child and simulta-
neously push a button on his pocket
pager – making it appear the child’s
nose had tooted.

Mr. Kruthers described how Mr.
Crosby, marching with the squad con-
tingent in parades, would greet young-
sters along the route, get their names
and then have the names announced
over an ambulance loudspeaker. “He

loved kids,” Mr. Kruthers said.
Last month, the squad honored Mr.

Crosby and Mr. Kruthers for their
half century of service with a brunch
at squad headquarters. As an addi-
tional tribute, each man was awarded
a commemorative plaque made of
wood from the Fanwood Oak.

Mr. Crosby, who had been in poor
health for the past couple of years,
was unable to attend but was repre-
sented at the event by his wife, Marie,
and daughter, Carol Baker. The fire
department recognized Mr. Crosby
in 2003 for 50 years of service.

Tom Kranz, a squad second lieu-
tenant and member since 1998, noted
that Mr. Crosby never needed perks
or incentives as motivation to serve.
“He felt you’re either a volunteer or
you’re not. His volunteer ethic was so
strong; he really believed in it and he
enjoyed [volunteering], too. He gave

the town so
much service
and never asked
for any special
treatment,” Mr.
Kranz told The
Times.

He also noted
that Mr. Crosby
was one of only
two squad vol-
unteers to have
reached the
milestone of
5,000 calls an-
swered.

A former in-
surance investi-
gator who re-
tired just four
years ago, Mr.
Crosby was ac-
tive in other ar-
eas as well. He

served on the Fanwood Shade Tree
Commission and also was a past com-
mander and lifetime member of Ameri-
can Legion Post 12 in Somerville and
a lifetime member of the DAV. During
World War II, Mr. Crosby served with
the United States Navy as a Seabee.

After being nominated by his daugh-
ter, Mr. Crosby was chosen to be part
of the Olympic torch relay leading up
to the 1996 Summer Olympic Games
in Atlanta, Ga., based on his long
record of volunteer service. He carried
the Olympic flame for a half-mile
through Morristown on June 18, 1996.

“He told my husband he felt like
the President,” his daughter told The
Times, saying Secret Service agents
accompanied the Olympic flame and
its bearers en route to the Games. “It
was really, really exciting.

“It was really wonderful to have
him recognized because his life was
about serving other people,” added
Mrs. Baker, of Newton Falls, Ohio,
who said her father delivered babies,
saved lives, aided stranded motorists
and helped the disabled. “He had a
wonderful life and his friends and his
community have honored him so well.”

SP Court Sessions Move
To Clark Town Hall

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Municipal Court has an-
nounced that court sessions on July
18 and 25 will be held in the court-
room at the Clark Municipal Build-
ing, located at 430 Westfield Avenue,
according to Scotch Plains Court
Administrator Yvonne Rood.

Last night’s court session was can-
celled. The changes are due to ongo-
ing construction at the Scotch Plains
municipal building.

Westfield, a co-sponsor of the bill, in
an e-mail to The Times. “Unfortunately,
this can result in some really bad leg-
islation that you find out about later
when it takes effect. This is what hap-
pened to the tax on parking permits
legislation, and why it was rescinded
at the end of June this year — it was
just a bad idea from many angles.”

In an e-mail, State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, a primary
sponsor of the bill, said, “Govern-
ment agencies should be doing ev-
erything in their power to promote
healthy lifestyles.”

She continued, “Imposing a sales
tax on non-for-profit community
groups with small fitness centers like
the JCC here in Scotch Plains only
discourages healthy activities and will
ultimately cost New Jerseyans more
down the road. This legislation was
needed to address this discrepancy,
and I am very pleased to see it passed.”

According to representatives of
local YMCAs contacted by The Times,
not-for-profit organizations with fit-
ness centers, such as YMCAs,
YWCAs and JCCs, will be included
in the sales-tax exemptions.

“The original legislation indicated
that for any not-for-profit youth-serv-
ing agency, the sales tax would not be
imposed; therefore, we were exempt
originally. Since we did not collect
the sales tax in the first place, there is
nothing to refund,” said Karin
Dreixler, executive director of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

Seconded Mark Elsasser, execu-
tive director of the Westfield YMCA,
“We weren’t charging a sales tax to
begin with.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
she was not sure what impact the repeal
of sales tax would have on the borough,
which does not have a municipal pool
and has one municipal parking lot.
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FW Council Re-Creates
Senior Coordinator Position

By JILLIAN HERNANDEZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough has ap-
pointed Paulette Drogan its senior-citi-
zen coordinator, the council announced
at its July 3 meeting. The council ap-
proved an ordinance to re-create the
position during a special meeting held
prior to the agenda session.

Ms. Drogan will begin on August
1. Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said
Ms. Drogan is “very enthusiastic
[about her new position] and will
work well with the police department
to develop a database.”

The council’s only concern is the
funding required for the events – such
as a “Senior Prom” – that Ms. Drogan
has suggested, Ms. Wheeler said.

In other business, the council is
considering the possibility of setting
up a shared information-technology
(IT) service through the county. A
needs assessment for the entire bor-
ough (including the courts, police
department, public works and library)
is underway, officials said.

Along with the IT service, the coun-
cil is looking into making all of
Fanwood a “WiFi community.” This
would provide wireless Internet con-
nection to the entire community, as in
towns like Elizabeth.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to
expand,” said Ms. Wheeler, “since there
is no connectivity at all right now.”

The next step in the process would
be to put all of the ideas into a memo
to send to the county, officials said.

New Jersey Transit has been in con-
tact with the borough about installing
new bus shelters in Fanwood. NJ Tran-
sit has been discussing a bus-shelter
program that would transfer responsi-
bility for the shelters to advertising
companies, officials said. According to
officials, since there has not been much
positive feedback from municipalities,
the program is not taking off at all.

In spite of that, the council would
still like to replace some bus shelters,
Councilman Joseph Higgins said.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said a
shelter is needed on South Avenue
across from the train station.

NJ Transit would install the shel-

ter, but the borough would remain
responsible for maintenance, insur-
ance and liability. No advertising
would be posted on the shelter.

The council received correspondence
from the Fanwood Police Department
that revealed complaints about traffic
and pedestrians on Waldon Road. In
addition to children and parents lining
the street, which is around the corner
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, cars have been making U- and
K-turns in the middle of the road, the
correspondence said. Residents have
filed complaints about this as well,
although the turns are legal, according
to the council. The council recom-
mended an ordinance that would pro-
hibit such turns on Waldon Road.

Public Service Electric and Gas
(PSE&G) will install a new pole at
LaGrande Park in order to provide
electricity for sprinklers to water the
baseball fields. The sprinklers require
a booster pump to supply sufficient
water pressure and the pump requires
an electric hookup, officials said.

Sidewalk reconstruction on the west
side of Martine Avenue is nearly com-
plete, the council said. Work on the
east side will begin today.

Tomaro Contracting posted the low-
est bid to reconstruct Marian Avenue
and MacDermott Place, according to
officials. Sidewalks on one side of Marian
Avenue have also been proposed; there
had been none there before.

During the special meeting, the
council approved a $1.5-million bond
ordinance dealing with capital fund-
ing for various projects. Included are
road, curb and sidewalk improve-
ments, storm-water studies, improve-
ments to the LaGrande Park softball
field and softball field equipment,
downtown redevelopment, including
renovations to Community House,
improvements to a caboose exhibit
(to arrive in September) and con-
struction trash castles. Improvements
also will be made to the Carriage
House and Fanwood Firehouse.

The council hired Joseph Staigar
Engineering, Inc. of East Hanover as
the professional planner for munici-
pal parking in the borough.

plishments through a resolution. The
council has also produced lapel pins
remembering Ms. Connelly.

“She really reached out to the com-
munity and serves as an inspiration to
young women,” Ms. Dolce said.

Ms. Connelly said that although
she is “looking forward to the next
chapter of [her] life,” she would miss
Fanwood since it is such a “special
community.”

Whenever a page needs to be added
or updated, Mr. Enyeart said, town-
ship personnel “e-mail the revisions
to me in whatever format they want
and then we convert it” to the appro-
priate web-based computer language.

Officials: WF Post Office Fire
Won’t Affect Mail Delivery

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Postal authorities
continue to investigate the fire that
broke out Saturday afternoon in a
storage area in the basement of the
Westfield Post Office on Central Av-
enue. Local postal authorities said
Monday there would be no disruption
of local mail deliveries.

Westfield Deputy Chief David Kelly
said the blaze broke out at 3:20 p.m.
Westfield firefighters, whose head-
quarters is located two blocks from the
post office, arrived on the scene within
two minutes and encountered heavy
smoke and heat when they entered the
basement. Deputy Chief Kelly said
the post office’s basement has no win-
dows and only two access points – an
emergency exit and a staircase leading
to the only non-emergency exit.

Mutual aid departments assisting
Westfield included Clark, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle, Springfield, Plainfield,
Scotch Plains, Union and Chatham,
three which provided coverage for
Westfield’s two firehouses.

Deputy Chief Kelly said a 65
firefighters responded, including 15
from Westfield and 50 mutual aid
firefighters. The Westfield Rescue
Squad and Overlook Hospital para-
medics were also on the scene.

“The fire was knocked down within
a half hour,” he said.

One firefighter suffered heat exhaus-
tion and was transported to Overlook,
where he was treated and released.

 “We turned the building back over
to [the Westfield Post Office] by 11
o’clock that night. So they were re-
sponsible at that point for the cleanup,”
Deputy Chief Kelly said.

Deputy Chief Kelly said the base-
ment contained bundles of postal
records stored in plastic crates, adding
that firefighters were faced with “no
visibility whatsoever” in the fire area.

On Monday, Westfield Interim
Postmaster Frank Pace said, “Every-
thing is back to normal. There was no
disruption. There was no mail in-
volved whatsoever.”

Mr. Pace said records damaged or
destroyed contained “nothing of
value” and consisted mostly of “old
schedules.” He said workers were
cleaning up soot earlier this week.

Deputy Chief Kelly said the office
of the United States Postal Inspector
has jurisdiction in the case and is being
assisted by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) and the
Union County fire investigation team.

Kevin Manley, a spokesman for the
United States Postal Inspector’s Of-
fice, said although the fire is not la-
beled as suspicious, the cause re-
mains uncertain.

“We are trying to figure out why and
where the fire started. Right now it is
undetermined,” Mr. Manley said. He
said although containers destroyed in
the fire were labeled as U.S. Mail, they
contained postal records, not mail.

“We are relying on the [Westfield]
Fire Department and their report to find
out what the cause of the fire was” and
if “human error” was involved, he said.

Cranford Postmaster Wayne Orshack
said Cranford is a backup facility for
Westfield in case of an emergency.

“If this was any other type of busi-
ness, I don’t think that this facility
would be open (by Monday),” Mr.
Orshack said.

He called the actions of the Westfield
Fire Department, “a good example of
how the postal service works in con-
junction with local emergency services.”

Mr. Orshack said with 56 postal
routes for Westfield and Mountainside,
more than 40 mail delivery trucks had
to be moved “in [a] matter of minutes.”


