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CENTER OF ATTENTION...Scotch Plains native and former Acting Governor
and Senate President of New Jersey Donald DiFrancesco takes center stage in
discussing politics with friends at the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right,
in Westfield as Senator Tom Kean, Jr., left, listens in.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE HEAT...Westfield firefighters, with support from neighboring towns, extinguish the blaze in the basement of the
Westfield Post Office last Saturday afternoon. WFD Captain Michael Brennan seeks fresh air and hopes for a cooling breeze upon
exiting the inferno. Lieutenant Anthony Tiller, right, provides support along with letter carrier Travis Redd, background.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
FIREWORKS GO ‘FOURTH’...A spectator watches Nomahegan Park’s annual
fireworks display from Union County College’s Cranford campus. The fireworks,
delayed by rain on the Fourth of July, went off on Friday night.

WF Recreation Commission
Discusses Bid Backup Plans

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s recre-
ation commission awaits bids on reno-
vations planned for the Memorial
Pool, officials announced at Monday
night’s commission meeting.

The project is estimated at just over
$3 million. Officials said if bids come
in over that price, the commission
might cut back on the 18 spray-park
features planned for the kiddie pool.

“This is one of those things that are
an add-on [we can] delete or we can
phase in over time,” Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufmann said.

On July 16, contractors will evalu-
ate the facility to come up with bid
prices, which are due July 24. The
commission will make a final deci-
sion on the bids at its July 30 meeting.
Officials said the commission has
decided to sunshine the meeting in
order to take official action to finalize
the Memorial Pool renovation plans.

The commission also discussed
ways to increase revenues by 7 per-
cent in four years and 7 percent in the
three years after without increasing

membership or the price to the pool.
“We can increase revenue without

altering our membership through
swimming lessons, concessions,
badge replacements and other ways,”
Mr. Kaufmann said.

“I think we are at capacity and we
shouldn’t spoil a good thing. We are
increasing our pool surface, but that
does not affect concessions, bathrooms
and parking,” Recreation Commission
Chairman William Palatucci said.

Currently, the pool has 9,700 mem-
bers and 300 on its waiting list, offi-
cials said.

The commission discussed the pos-
sibility of changing the guest and non-
member rates for the month of August
when people tend to go on vacation, to
a flat $5 fee instead of $4 on the
weekdays and $6 on the weekends for
guests and $20 for non-members.

The sales tax on town pool mem-
berships has been repealed by the
state and, as part of the measure, the
commission will have to pay for 29 of
the 93-day memberships, Mr.
Kaufmann said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Officials: Westfield Post Office
Fire Won’t Affect Mail Delivery

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Postal authorities
continue to investigate the fire that broke
out Saturday afternoon in a storage area
in the basement of the Westfield Post
Office. Local postal officials said Mon-
day that there would be no disruption of
local mail deliveries.

Westfield Deputy Fire Chief David
Kelly said the blaze broke out at the
Central Avenue structure at 3:20 p.m.

on July 7. Westfield firefighters,
whose headquarters is located two
blocks from the post office, arrived
on the scene within two minutes and
encountered heavy smoke and heat
when they entered the basement.
Deputy Chief Kelly said the post
office’s basement has no windows
and only two access points – an emer-
gency exit and a staircase leading to
the only non-emergency exit.

“The fire was located in the center of

the basement,” Deputy Chief Kelly said.
Mutual-aid departments assisting

Westfield included Clark, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle, Springfield, Plainfield,
Scotch Plains, Union and Chatham.
All but three of these departments
assisted at the scene; the remaining
towns provided coverage for
Westfield’s two firehouses.

Deputy Chief Kelly said a total of
65 firefighters responded, including
15 from Westfield and 50 mutual aid
firefighters. Three ladder trucks, seven
engines, two Westfield Rescue Squad
ambulances and a paramedic unit from
Overlook Hospital in Summit were
on the scene.

“The fire was knocked down within
a half hour,” he said.

One firefighter suffered heat ex-
haustion and was transported to Over-
look Hospital, where he was treated
and released. “He was released and is
doing fine,” Deputy Chief Kelly said.

After the fire was extinguished,
Deputy Chief Kelly said it took two
hours for firefighters to ventilate the
building before fire investigators could
begin their probe into the fire’s cause.

“We turned the building back over
to [the Westfield Post Office] by 11
o’clock that night. So they were re-
sponsible at that point for the cleanup,”
Deputy Chief Kelly said.

He said the basement contained
bundles of postal records stored in
plastic crates, adding that firefighters
were faced with “no visibility what-
soever” in the fire area.

On Monday, Westfield Interim
Postmaster Frank Pace said, “Every-
thing is back to normal. There was no
disruption. There was no mail in-
volved whatsoever.”

Mr. Pace said records damaged or
destroyed contained “nothing of
value” and consisted mostly of “old
schedules.” He said there is only a
“faint” odor on the main floor of the
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State Repeals Parking and Pool
Sales Tax; Towns to Offer Refunds

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The New Jersey State
Legislature voted to repeal the 7-
percent sales tax on municipal park-
ing and facilities, as well as member-
ship fees to not-for-profit fitness or-
ganizations. The new tax exemptions
reversed budget measures imposed in
October; the changes became effec-
tive July 1.

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, the town must
offer refunds in three separate areas:
commuter parking-permit holders,
employee parking-permit holders and
members of municipal complexes,

such as the Westfield Memorial Pool.
The refunds will be done by resolu-
tions through the parking and recre-
ation departments, respectively.

“The initial step is to start calculat-
ing what refunds for each category.
We have to figure out what the best
course of action is. We are going to do
refunds, but we have to decide what’s
the most convenient way,” said Mr.
Gildea.

Rebates will not be retroactive; a 7-
percent sales tax will still be charged
on all fees until July 1. Only fees paid
in advance for July 1 to December 31,
2007 will be refunded. The town, not
the state, will issue the refunds for
parking permits and municipal facili-
ties, officials said.

“The state doesn’t have [the
people’s] money; we have their
money,” Mr. Gildea said.

Regarding the Westfield Memorial

Pool, Mr. Gildea said the town would
handle all refunds to the pool’s 2,200
memberships.

Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufman said total member-
ship fees of the pool this year were
$877,261 including the 7-percent
sales tax. The rebate would have a
total of $61,408 returned to pool
members.

Despite the lack of sales tax next
year, membership prices will not de-
crease. Instead, First Ward Council-
man and Finance Policy Committee
chair Peter Echausse said at the July
10 town council meeting that the pool-
membership rate will remain the same
for 2008. The revenue that would
have gone to the state as sales tax will
finance a future renovation project of
Westfield Memorial Pool, he said.

Mountainside Recreation Director

Bramnick Pushes Verizon,
Comcast ‘Interconnect’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
began Tuesday’s town council meet-
ing by discussing the lack of local-
access channels, such as TV-36 and
TV-34, offered on the new Verizon
FiOS (fiber-optic) service.

Mr. Bramnick said legislation
passed in Trenton six months ago
allowed for cable competition be-
tween Comcast and Verizon; how-

ever, residents who have switched to
Verizon “[are] surprised they don’t
get local-access channels.”

Mr. Bramnick has asked the state’s
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
look into the dispute, believing the
availability of local stations is an “im-
portant public-safety mechanism.”

Currently, without an “interconnec-
tion agreement,” residents who use
Verizon are unaware of certain road
and school closings that local chan-
nels broadcast.

Mr. Bramnick then recommended
the town “make the beginning of an
attempt to contact BPU,” even though
he said the board could only act as a
mediator between the two sides.

He said he has contacted the BPU
and the governor’s office, asking to
release an emergency act that would
“allow the interconnect to go forward,
but [not] hold the residents hostage.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski asked, “Do you anticipate
that if Verizon offers TV-36 and pays
the fee, it would be passed on to the
consumer?”

Mr. Bramnick replied, “I guess
that’s why they give you a one-year
contract. I suspect that is a potential
source of a problem for consumers.”

Westfield Memorial Library (WML)
Director Phil Israel then discussed the
ongoing renovations at the library. He
said the 20-year-old building, which
still consists of its original paint and
carpeting, would be updated.

However, he said the “driving force”
behind the renovations was the exist-
ence of an “outgrown” adult-book sec-
tion on the first floor, which will move
upstairs to accommodate a teen area.

This area will feature café-style
seating and an Internet lounge where
patrons can connect to the Internet.

“We are trying to invigorate the
library and serve different sections of
the population,” Mr. Israel said.

He said the construction’s estimated
completion date is in November. Un-
til then, the children’s section remains
open, and the library asks adult read-
ers to access wmlnj.org or make use
of other local libraries in the area.

According to Mr. Israel, most
Middlesex and Union County librar-
ies will participate during renovation
and honor WML cards.

The project costs $700,000 in total,
with the library having fundraised
$270,000.

As a result of “creative financing,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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GW Council Approves
$2.1-Million Field Project

 By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting, the council
unanimously approved the $2.1 mil-
lion James V. Guerriero Memorial
Field project for the borough’s little
league field, located on Myrtle Av-
enue.

The expected project will have a
new athletic field with synthetic turf,
new town fieldhouse, walking track,
soccer/hockey/baseball field and
other upgraded recreational ameni-
ties at the cost of $50.41 annually on
a house assessed at $100,000 for about
20 years. According to the 2000 U.S.
Census, there are 1,095 owner-occu-
pied households in Garwood.

More than 40 residents were present
during open session to discuss the
project. As they fanned themselves
with paper, due to a broken air condi-
tioner, a round of applause was given
to those in favor.

Long-time resident and commu-
nity center committee member Angelo
Alimonti said he hoped for a “his-

tory-making decision.”
“We need to take care of our se-

niors and youngsters and move for-
ward with the recreational facility,”
he continued.

Some residents who live near the
field asked the council members to
take into consideration the lighting
situation. As one resident said, “[I
don’t want] the lights late at night
shining down on my house.”

Councilman Keith Sluka said that
field lights used today don’t “spray
onto houses as the older ones did, but
we will definitely take that into con-
sideration.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said he would look into establishing
when and for how long lights will be
scheduled.

“We have to build it first, but we
will be conscientious to the residents,”
said Mayor Dennis McCarthy.

Other residents opposed the con-
struction of a new fieldhouse as part
of the plan.

“The fieldhouse will be for the

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader
DEDICATION…At the Robeson Park Dedication Ceremony on Tuesday, Donnell
Carr of the Paul Robeson Committee of Westfield gives a speech on the legendary
actor, athlete and civil rights activist . Mr. Carr, along with the Westfield council,
honored Robeson’s life at the site of Robeson Park – located at the corner of
Waterson Street and Rahway Avenue. In the early 1900s, Robeson’s family
moved to Westfield from Princeton, and Robeson’s father became pastor at the
Downer Street St. Luke A.M.E. Zion Church.

2 Die in Route 22 Crash;
Car Hits Phone Poll

By EBONY MCQUEEN
and BETH BUDNICK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Two people
were killed Tuesday night on Route
22 East at the New Providence Road
exit in a double-fatality motor-ve-
hicle accident.

The driver, 18-year-old Konstanti
Potouridis of Johnson Drive in New
Providence, and passenger, 20-year-
old Paul Carbone of Willow Street in
Milburn, were in a 1994 Chevy
Camaro going eastbound on Route
22, when Potouridis lost control of
the car, causing it to spin out of con-
trol, go airborne and hit a utility pole.

The car then broke in half and
flipped over; it landed in a dry culvert
in front of Hall and Fuhs Truck Cen-
ter, located at 1463 Route 22 East,
according to Mountainside Police
Chief Captain Richard Osieja.

“It is currently under investigation,
but excessive speed seems to be the
predominate factor,” he said. “We usu-
ally get a few (fatal accidents) a year.”

The speed limit where the accident
occurred is 50 miles per hour, Cap-
tain Osieja said.

He said police shut Route 22 at
New Providence Road for two hours
during the accident investigation.

The accident is currently under in-
vestigation; its exact cause cannot be
determined until the autopsy results
are released, Captain Osieja said.

As a result of the vehicle hitting the
utility pole, 534 residents lost power
at approximately 11:40 p.m., accord-
ing to a PSE&G spokesperson.

A bulk of the power was out for 45
minutes; the last 29 customers lost
power for one hour and 56 minutes,
the spokesperson said.

PSE&G expected repairs to be com-
pleted after press deadline yesterday.


