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BELFORD BELTS GRAND SLAM; MONTE, 3 HITS, 3 RBI

Antone’s Pubmen ‘Walk’ Past
American Legion in 7th, 12-11

REILLY WHACKS 2 HOMERS, 5 RBI; JURIS 2 TRIPLES

SJI Deletes ACI in 8th, 19-4,
In Battle of Softball ‘Initials’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League “rookie” shortstop Ed
Belford’s offensive and defensive dis-
play of brilliance was overshadowed
by a seventh-inning strategic maneu-
ver that produced a six-run merry-go-
round to give Antone’s Pub a 12-11
come-from-behind victory over the
first-placed American Legion at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
June 28.

Before the merry-go-round, it ap-
peared that the Legionnaires had an-
other victory firmly in their grasp and
it was Belford who was bringing his
troops across home. He cleared the
bases in the first inning with a grand
slam home run then added a single
with a run scored, an RBI single and

a two-run single to finish 4-for-4 with
seven RBI. Brian Williams singled
and scored three times, Tom Straniero
(RBI) singled and scored twice and
Larry Berra tapped a pair of singles
and scored a pair of runs. Steve Ferro
and Harry Semple slapped a couple
of singles each, while Angelo Corbo
and Bill Reichle each singled and
scored a run. Bill Mirto (RBI), Steve
Petrucha and Tony Williams each
added a single.

The Pub men were out-hit just 17-
15, but their real success came with
the addition of seven free passes, five
in the bottom of the seventh. Don
Montefusco was not looking for any
free passes and finished 3-for-4 with
three RBI and three runs scored, in-
cluding the game winner. Tom
DeRocco went 3-for-3 with two RBI

and a run scored and Gary Capaldo
had three singles and two RBI. Bob
D’Meo scored three times, singled
and had an RBI. Pitcher George
Brokaw had a pair of RBI sacrifice
flies and an RBI single, Vic Gorman
whacked two singles and Gary Weiss
(2 walks) and Joe Viso each singled
and scored once. John McLaughlin
(RBI) scored twice and Don Penn
scored once.

There were a multitude of fine de-
fensive plays but none more outstand-
ing than Belford’s soft-handed catch
in shallow leftfield in the fifth inning.
He also was involved in five addi-
tional putouts. Legion third baseman
Petrucha initiated a third-to-home
double play (DP) in the second in-
ning. Later Tony Williams, at third,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big Joe Reilly golfed a pair of late-
inning home runs to supply SJI In-
dustries, formerly Sports Medicine,
the adrenaline it needed to delete
winless ACI in eight innings, 19-4, in
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
B Division action at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on June 27.

ACI’s four acts of defensive bril-
liance offset some of their miscues
but it did not matter much, since SJI
bombarded them with 20 hits, includ-
ing three doubles, four triples and

Reilly’s two homers. Reilly, who
scored three times, singled before
blasting a two-run homer in the sixth
and a three-run shot in the seventh.
Anthony Juris jolted a pair of triples
to go with his single, two RBI and two
runs scored. Joe Lepski lashed a triple,
double and an RBI single, while scor-
ing three times, and Steve Barba
singled three times and scored three
times. Greg McComb doubled,
singled and scored three runs, Brian
Regenthal rapped an RBI triple and
scored and Dave Martorano doubled,
singled and scored three runs. Mike

Loria cracked a two-run single, Jeff
Carrier (runs scored, RBI) poked a
pair of singles and Chris VanderFliet
drilled an RBI single and scored.

SJI pitcher McComb spread out
ACI’s 12 hits rather smoothly to mini-
mize damage. Ray Hall singled, had
an RBI sacrifice fly and belted ACI’s
only double. Tony Pangi punched a
pair of RBI singles. Larry Adamowski
(RBI, run scored), Billy Keenan and
Jamel Armstrong each tapped a pair
of singles. Anthony Glick drew three
walks, singled and scored twice and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Cranford Baseball 11s, Edge
SPF Gold, 3-2, in Ripken Semi

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Second-seeded Cranford came up
with the right stuff at the right time,
then relied on its strong defense and
pitching to ward off a comeback to
nip third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Gold, 3-2, in the 11-year-
old semifinals of the Babe Ruth/Cal
Ripken District 12 Baseball Tourna-
ment at Booth Field in Scotch Plains
on July 1.

The Gold received superb perfor-
mances from both of their aces, Matt
Ridge and Joe Bonaccorso, Jr. and
Cranford received strong perfor-
mances from pitchers Sean Feeney
and Jake Forrestal. Starting pitcher
Ridge tossed four innings, gave up
eight hits, struck out two, walked
none and hit a batter. Reliever
Bonoccorso permitted only two hits,
striking out one and walking one.

Offensively, Ridge slashed an RBI
single and Mike Sangern tapped the
other hit. Defensively, Sangern, in
centerfield, made a great leaping catch
against the fence in the first inning
then added a fine play in the second.
At shortstop, Bonaccorso snared a
blistering line drive and fired to Mike
Lettieri covering second for a putout
in the fourth. Lettieri made a slick
snag of a grounder in the fifth. Jack
Poillion in left and Joe Pagano in
right also made smooth running
catches.

Cranford starting pitcher Feeney
was extremely effective for four in-
nings until he walked two batters in
the fifth. He limited SPF Gold to one
hit in the first, striking out five and
walking four. Reliever Forrestal
tossed two innings, gave up one hit,
walked two and sat down four.
Cranford’s Andrew DiFrancesco went

2-for-3 with two RBI.
“I want to congratulate Cranford

on an outstanding game. They are a
class act, great neighbors and we’re
proud to play against them,” said Gold
Skipper Joe Bonaccorso. “I’m proud
of my club. Anytime you take the
defending state champions to a 3-2
score you cannot be disappointed.
Sangern made a heck of a play and
Pagano made a nice play in right.
Then of course you saw the infield
holding strong in some tough situa-
tions. Then that RBI single by
McCafferty really cost us the game.”

Cranford took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the second inning. John
Oblich chopped a single inside the
chalk mark at first, Alex Plick reached
on an infield bobble and Cameron
Kut stroked a single to load the bases.
Jack McCafferty slashed a two-out
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Four bedroom, two and a half bath Colonial with master bedroom and family room 
addition.  Eat-in-kitchen features cherry cabinets and Corian countertops.  Living 
room with fireplace, large formal dining room, CAC, fenced in yard and much more.          

                  Offered for $699,000

JOHN ASLANIAN

Redefining Real Estate 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.347.2042– Cell 
John.Aslanian@cbmoves.com 
http://www.JohnAslanian.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

CHARMING WESTFIELD COLONIAL

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: hye-young@att.net
web: www.hyeyoungchoi.com

Hye-Young Choi

NJ Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2006

# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

Westfield . . . Meticulously kept expanded ranch in a picturesque setting. This home offers 4 BR, 4 new
baths, new windows and doors, new kitchen, new 30 yr fiberglass roof, refinished hardwood floors and a
newly enclosed rear sunroom overlooking the manicured yard. In addition, there is a  finished recreation
room, and recently added 1 car garage.      $629,900  WSF0431

Open House: Sunday, July 8th  1-4pm • 443 Hillside Avenue
Mountainside . . . Private  setting, 1.77 acres w/ guest cottage. Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/2  BTH   . Spacious rooms w/antique
charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor to ceiling wndw & frplc, Family RM w/frplc, new sunroom, holiday
size Dining Rm and new gourmet kitchen & powder RM. New master suite w/large MBTH.  High ceilings, deep accent
moldings, tall windows, central air, 2 tiered DK w/hot tub, new porte cochere, circular drive.      $1,499,000  WSF0041

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EFFECTIVE ON THE MOUND…Scotch Plains Gold 11-year-old pitcher righthander Matt Ridge was very effective on the
mound. In four innings, he fanned two Cranford batters while walking none and yielding three runs. Ridge cracked an RBI
single in the semi-final Cal Ripkin District 12 tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS PRESENCE KNOWN…American Legion “Rookie” slugger Ed Belford is congratulated by Tony Williams
after hammering a grand slam homer. Belford, also in inset, finished with seven RBI.


