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Freeholders Must
Protect Residents from
Dangers of Rail Project

Union County freeholders threw their
political weight behind Berkley Heights’
battle to stop a proposed reworking of a
route 78 interchange. How quickly these
freeholders jump to help their county
manager, George Devaney, and his wife,
Angela (Berkeley Heights town manager)
who are Berkeley Heights residents. The
freeholders claim it will “unduly deluge a
residential area with traffic.”

Didn’t Devaney and his band of free-
holders think that signing a contract with
a privately owned freight company to
haul unspecified cargo though towns like
Roselle, and secretly plan on truck trans-
fers only yards away from residences,
would unduly deluge a residential area
with traffic?

Devaney, in arguing against the Berke-
ley Heights’ interchange, said, “This is a
project not beneficial to Union County.”
Well, neither is a freight train through
Roselle, Cranford, Roselle Park,
Kenilworth and Union, going to benefit
these Union County towns. Too bad the
Devaneys didn’t move from Elizabeth to
Roselle or one of those other lovely towns.
Maybe the county manager would have
thought twice before signing the contract
allowing M&E to spend millions of dol-
lars of public funds to reactivate a freight
track that dates back to the Civil War.

M&E hasn’t spent a penny on doing
safety or environmental testing. In the
last year, Union County spent (aside from
the millions M&E spent for us) $95,679.44
to study freight access in our towns. Why
didn’t the county use the money for this
study before they signed a contract in
May, 2002? They permitted M&E to spend
a fortune of our money before they knew
anything about freight access? How about
Devaney and his freeholders studying the
security of running a freight train with at
least a dozen grade level crossings through
these Union County towns?

A CNN report by Anderson Cooper
states: “There is a two mile stretch from
Newark Airport to Port Elizabeth that
terrorism experts have dubbed, ‘The most
dangerous two miles in America.’ In-
stead of jumping on this project affecting
Union County citizens in many towns,
our county officials signed a contract that
will actually bring the Port of Elizabeth
risks right into residential backyards and
school yards.

The CNN report also states that “New
Jersey is the most densely populated state
in the country. And on this particular
swath of land there are hundreds of poten-
tial terrorist targets – chemical plants, rail
yard, rail lines, refineries, an interna-
tional airport and the third largest port in
the country, Port Elizabeth. If a terrorist
were to strike one of the many chlorine
gas plants here, how much damage could
he do?” Interesting question isn’t it?

Why haven’t our county officials asked
it? Instead, Union County freeholders
refuse to throw their political weight on
behalf of those towns who really need
their help in undoing their misdeeds.
M&E’s 10-year contract has less than
five years remaining. Don’t throw good
money after bad. Don’t sacrifice the qual-
ity of life, safety, and security of residents
anywhere in the county.

Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Canterbury Rd. Subdivision Would
Erase WF’s ‘Architectural Heritage’

I understand that there is a proposal
before the Planning Board for a subdivi-
sion of land located at 200 Canterbury
Road in Westfield. This property has been
commonly and historically identified by
Westfield residents as the location of one
of the “South Gate” structures built by the
original developer of the Wychwood area
in the 1930s.

While I no longer live in Westfield, I
am compelled to comment on this pro-
posal. My grandparents, Harvey and
Evelyn Daycock, lived at 211 Wychwood
Road from 1935 until 1996. In fact, my
grandfather was a member of the Westfield
Town Council in the 1940s. Thus, I fre-
quently visited Wychwood with my par-
ents, who were also residents of Westfield.

As a result of these visits, I became
well acquainted with the South Gatehouse
entrance and was always quite enthralled
with the wonderful architecture and de-
sign of the Gatehouse buildings with their
surrounding gardens.

Even as a young boy in the 1950s, I
could tell they were obviously unique and
special, and I always used them as a
landmark on these visits. They repre-
sented something very distinct and origi-
nal, not to be found anywhere but in
Westfield.

Now, at age 53, I visit Westfield sev-
eral times a year and cannot help but
observe all of the absurd “McMansioning”
occurring in the area. But I know, at least
at present, that I can count on the
Gatehouses to be intact as I drive by them
to visit my family members resting in
Fairview Cemetery. In fact, I often point
them out to friends as one of my most

cherished memories of the area. Over the
years, I have lived in many communities
throughout the United States and have
never seen anything quite like them any-
where.

Now I understand that 200 Canterbury
Road is being considered for a subdivi-
sion. I have no doubt that yet another
McMansion or two would be built on the
site, grossly warping the scale of sur-
rounding structures, including the exist-
ing Gatehouse on the property. Not only
will this look ridiculous, but it will for-
ever change the character of a major land-
mark in this distinct, identifiable Westfield
neighborhood.

When will all of this absurdity end? Is
Westfield that desperate for tax revenue
that it will allow its architectural heri-
tage to be erased and replaced by short-
sighted development lacking both char-
acter and charm? Will “Historic
Westfield” itself be “historic” in memory
only? What will make Westfield unique
in the future? Will moneyed interests
and greed be allowed to replace common
sense?

I would like to think of Westfield as a
well-planned and governed community,
full of intelligent, well-educated people
with a commitment to future generations
of town residents. Certainly the town can
do better than to allow its architectural
memories to be altered by another com-
mon development. Does it really need to
approve the gross alteration of a distinct
landmark of the community that has ex-
isted for many years?

David Kane
Franklin, Tennessee

Senator Tom Kean Acts to Find Out:
The Turnpike, It’s a Sale by Any Other Name

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. is to make a
Freedom of Information request to get
details of the Turnpike scheme.

Senator Kean (R-LD21, Westfield)
recently announced he will file a federal
information request regarding the Corzine
administration’s plans to sell the New
Jersey Turnpike and other state assets.

“The outline of Governor Corzine’s
plan clearly constitutes a sale of the Turn-
pike and other state assets,” Sen. Kean
said. “Whether it’s selling the Turnpike
or selling the tolls collected on the Turn-
pike, after the tolls have been tripled, it is
an exchange of something of value for
money. Two things are clear no matter
what vehicle Governor Corzine develops
to sell our assets – the state will irrespon-
sibly mortgage our future for a short-term
windfall, and tolls will be dramatically
increased.”

Sen. Kean filed a request under the
federal Freedom of Information Act for
all documents filed by the State of New
Jersey with the IRS pertaining to the

proposed toll road sale and its tax implica-
tions.

Earlier this week, Mr. Kean sent a letter
to Treasurer Brad Abelow to detail the
$4.6 million of taxpayer money that has
already been squandered to study a poten-
tial sale of the Turnpike and other state
assets. Sen. Kean has yet to receive an
official response.

“For three months, the administration
has been promising it would soon put its
proposal before the public; now it wants
to delay that discussion until after the
November elections,” Mr. Kean said. “The
public has a right to know those details
now. Like most New Jersey residents, I
am skeptical about any proposal that in-
cludes financial gimmicks to mortgage
away future revenues through a sale of the
state’s assets. Motorist will get slammed
with huge toll increases, and the windfall
will quickly be squandered.

“The governor would have more cred-
itability on this issue; if the budget he
trumpeted yesterday did anything to rem-

edy the state’s financial predicament. In-
stead, the budget he signed compounds
the problem, spending exceeds revenues
and creates a $2.5 billion deficit in next
year’s budget. He claims the only way to
solve the problem he is creating is to put
the Turnpike on the auction block. I sug-
gest he think outside the State House box
and consider solving the problem by hav-
ing state government live within its means
and cut spending – state spending is up
$11 billion, almost 50 percent since 2002.

“Selling state assets is a shortsighted
and unnecessary scheme aimed at feed-
ing the Trenton spending carousel.”

———————————
June 29, 2007
Joan MacClean, Public Liaison
IRS FOIA Request Disclosure Office

3, Room 940 31 Hopkins Plaza Balti-
more, MD 2120

Re: Freedom of Information Act Re-
quest

Dear Ms. McClean:
This is a request under the Freedom of

Information Act.
I request that a copy of any and all

communications or documents submit-
ted since January 17, 2006 by or on behalf
of the State of New Jersey, any of its
departments, agencies, authorities or in-
strumentalities, or any officers or agents
thereof, to the Internal Revenue Service
relating to the tax consequences of the
sale, lease or monetization of assets held
by the State of New Jersey, the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority and/or the
South Jersey Transportation Authority.

In order to help to determine my status
to assess fees, you should know that I am
a State Senator representing the 21st Leg-
islative District of the State of New Jersey
and am seeking the information for use
related to my representation of my con-
stituents. It will not be used for a commer-
cial use.

Disclosure of the requested informa-
tion to me is in the public interest because
it is likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations or
activities of the government.

Thank you for your consideration of
this request.

Sincerely,

Senator Thomas H. Kean, Jr.
Westfield

203 Elm Street, First Floor
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 232-3673
cc. Honorable Jon S. Corzine, Gover-

nor of New Jersey

“In countless ways, New Jersey is the
best state in America. But we need to
invest in our future if we’re going to stay
on top. As a result of decisions made
across administrations and across party
lines over the past 20 years, New Jersey
has amassed over $30 billion in debt and
staggering unfunded pension and
healthcare liabilities.

“I have a vision for a brighter New
Jersey, but today we cannot afford the
investments to make that vision a reality.
I fundamentally believe we need new
resources and renewed political courage
to make those investments.

“My administration has been develop-
ing a new vehicle to achieve that goal.

“Any asset monetization proposal put
forth by my administration will adhere to
the following core principles:

1. New Jersey’s roadways will not be
sold; and they will not be leased to a for-
profit or foreign operator.

2. Allowable uses of proceeds (reduc-
ing State debt and capital investments)
will be identified upfront and subject to
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By Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey

From the Governor's Desk

My Principles on
Asset Monetization

public and/or legislative approval with
safeguards against diversions for other
uses.

3. New Jersey citizens will retain own-
ership and the benefits from both initial
proceeds and ongoing operations.

4. Safety, maintenance and operating
standards will be provided at current or
improved levels.

5. Sufficient funding to meet the long-
term capital needs required to improve
our roadways and reduce congestion will
be provided.

6. Terms and conditions of employ-
ment for current employees and contrac-
tors will remain unchanged with prevail-
ing wage and competitive contracting
procedures retained.

7. Toll schedules will be open, predict-
able and available to the public.

8. There will be a substantial, open and
public discussion in advance of any trans-
action. I will hold 21 town hall meetings
in 21 counties.”

Governor Jon Corzine
Hoboken

The One-Way Railroad
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

lauds its progress in achieving ever-increasing record
traffic in imports of ship cargo freight at the ports of
Newark and Elizabeth along with the expanding tie-in
to our nation’s rail system. Just last week, Staten
Island also joined the system, as ship cargo unloading
there has now started and the Staten Island Railroad
has been reactivated. It connects to rail systems in
New Jersey and beyond.

A capable network has been put in place and that’s
commendable. But we believe there is a dreadful flaw
in how things are working out. As a region and as a
nation, we’ve developed a “One-Way Railroad.”
Everything’s coming in but nothing’s going out –
except jobs, our manufacturing base and our security.

In the 1800s, when America was an emerging trading
power, this nation exported so much material that
incoming ships were empty of imports. They needed
ballast, known to us now as Belgium block, which we
see surfacing our many city streets.

When the World Wars broke out, we were an export-
ing nation of manufacturing, oil, food and steel. This
gave us the might to tip the scales in those conflagra-
tions, saving the world and ourselves.

Even during the great oil crisis in the 1970s, the U.S.
still produced 70 percent of its own oil. Today that
number is less than 40 percent, and we are buying a
major amount of our oil from dangerous partners in
South America and the Middle East.

With our “One-Way Railroads,” we now have from
China poisoned pet food, seafood with dangerous an-
tibiotics, toothpaste tainted with diethylene glycol used
in antifreeze and tires of questionable construction
safety.

German and French companies own New Jersey’s
major drinking water utilities. There are those here in
Union County espousing to privatize our wastewater
system, the Rahway Valley Sewer Authority, dealing
with a company largely owned by a French corpora-
tion. We’re not exactly sure how much of our port
operations are controlled by the Arab country of Dubai.

We can’t blame other countries for our situation. We
must look at our leaders and ourselves. When will we
have the common sense to see the folly of our ways?

When the Governor puts the New Jersey Turnpike up
for sale after the election this November, who is going
to buy it? Iran? We’re concerned that this too will
become another “One-Way Railroad,” the wrong way.

SP GOP Chair Writes that the
Political Facts are not on Samuel’s Side

Scotch Plains Democrat Chair Dick
Samuel complained about The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times’s editorial refer-
ring to the Scotch Plains Democrats rais-
ing issues of governance and that Neil
LeStrange’s lawsuit against the mayor
and others was part of a Democratic cam-
paign and was the start of a war.

The editorial could not have been more
on point. There is no other reason, six
months after the most recent election and
a year and a half from the next elections,
for the Democrats to be making so much
noise. If Mr. LeStrange is so upset about
the issues brought up about him in the
campaign, then why is his own party
blowing the issues up again in headlines
and letters to the editor? If all they cared
about was the lawsuit, they could proceed
without all the extra publicity. The Times
editorial was right. This is a publicity
campaign and the start of the 2008 elec-
tion campaign.

Mr. Samuel listed a number of points in
his letter. While he claims to have truth
and honesty on his side, the facts speak
otherwise.

Mr. Samuel states that his letters to the
editor have been accurate and not chal-
lenged by the opposition. In fact, there
have been detailed, reasoned responses to
every one of their letters, including one
from a newly elected Democrat council-
man, correcting mischaracterizations by
Mr. Samuel.

Mr. Samuel stated that Mr. LeStrange
lost the election to Nancy Malool by one
quarter of one percent (200 votes out of
8,000). In fact, Mr. Samuel, it was 2.5
percent, not the first time your calculator
has come up with incorrect statistics to
your advantage.

Mr. Samuel stated that had Mr.
LeStrange won, the budget would not
have passed. Wrong again, Mr. Samuel.
At worst, the budget vote would have
gone from 4-1 to 3-2. The fact is that four
of the five council members did cooper-
ate in coming up with a proper budget in
a bipartisan manner.

Mr. Samuel incorrectly pointed out

several times that Mayor Martin Marks
was seeking to have his legal bills paid for
by the town. In fact, Mayor Marks is
paying for his own legal fees (see the
article on page 1 of the June 28th Times).

Mr. Samuel complained about charac-
ter assassination by Republicans, but in
last year’s campaign literature he spent
most of his campaign defaming my char-
acter and reputation. He personally, along
with Mr. LeStrange, did the same thing in
letters to the editor. All of these were
negative campaigning tactics. I was not
even a candidate. Anything put out by the
Republicans was done based on contrast
of issues and judgments, not on criticiz-
ing individuals and lying about facts.

Mr. Samuel said that debate is what
keeps America free. We agree. Why then
did his candidates refuse to debate last
fall? Does he believe in debates or does he
not? Maybe he believes in debates when
he can hide behind letters to the editor
instead of publicly confronting the oppo-
sition face-to-face. Mr. Samuel says his
actions are not about politics. If the law-
suit were not about politics, Mr. Samuel
would not be using it so much to try to
gain political advantage. Mr. LeStrange’s
lawyer is a Democrat committeeman,
which just adds to the evidence that this is
a political ploy.

All in all, there is not much substance
to Mr. Samuel’s comments. Their pur-
pose is to be critical of Mayor Marks and
the Republican Party and to try to gain
political advantage. As stated in The Times
editorial, it is the start of his 2008 cam-
paign.

The Republicans did not start the war,
but we will always try to win elections
with our candidates. Over the past several
decades, the voters have elected many
excellent Republican council members
and mayors who have performed great
public service for Scotch Plains residents
and made this town the great place it is
today.

Bill McClintock, Chair
Scotch Plains Republican Committee

Watchdog Organization Files Suit
Against the County of Union

Your readers should know that we’ve
received welcomed support from
Westfield Town officials and those of
LD-21 (Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Asm. Eric Munoz) in our
quest for obtaining public records from
the County of Union. With public and
political urging, the Union County Watch-
dog Associaton (UCWA) last week filed
a lawsuit in Superior Court, which chal-
lenges the county’s charging $8 an hour
fee when the UCWA placed an Open
Public Records (OPRA) request for docu-
mentation supporting certain county ex-
penditures.

The documents in question, 25 vouch-
ers, represent employee reimbursements
and travel expenses totaling $12,085.74.
Included in the list is $1,112.78 to the
county manager, $519.78 to the sheriff,
and $210.31 to the county prosecutor as
well as 11 vouchers totaling $3,857.02 for
refreshments including $1,773.75 for gour-
met dining c/o Kean University, and a cake

for a nutrition meeting, costing $42. Also
requested was a voucher for $1,200 repre-
senting the cost of indoor plants.

The UCWA is a 501c3 non profit orga-
nization which strives to promote trans-
parency in county government as well as
educate the public of its operation by
posting on the website
www.unioncountywatchdog.org meeting
minutes of the freeholder board as well as
commissions and authorities, resolutions
and other documents of public interest
including the check register and hand
check register which can be viewed and
downloaded free of charge.

In early 2006, the UCWA paid the
county almost $300, secured through pub-
lic donations, to convert the county’s check
register database into a format which could
be transmitted electronically via the
internet to the public. Since that time the
UCWA has been, requesting the register
and posting it on their website, as well as
reviewing vouchers on a monthly basis.
The UCWA then places OPRA requests
for any vouchers that they believe deserve
a closer look as well as public disclosure
and pays the normal service charge for
any hard copies which they request.

Since we started reviewing the check
registers and vouchers, not a month has
gone by that we haven’t found some ques-
tionable spending items. Last month for
the first time, we reported our latest ques-
tionable findings to all elected municipal
officials in Union County. Included was a
$930 bill for a catered departmental staff
meeting, which occurred on December
22, 2006, and was not processed until two
full months after the meeting had oc-
curred. Immediately after our actions on
that matter, the county informed us that an
$8 an hour service fee would be imposed
to fulfill the latest voucher request and
that it would take approximately seven
hours for an employee to retrieve the 25
vouchers requested (thus, a bill of $56 to
obtain the public information).

Our association regrets that it has be-
come necessary to take legal action to
secure public information, which law en-
titles. The county’s financial roadblocks
are intended for the sole purpose of dis-
couraging tax-burdened residents from
demanding accountability from a govern-
ment that is clearly out of control.

Tina Renna
President, UCWA

Railroads Are Vital to
Economy in County

The railroads, whether they are for
commuters or commercial and industrial,
are vital to our economy, reduce fuel
consumption and relieve our highways of
a major menace — the uncaring, impolite
truck driver.

I will do anything and vote for any
legislation to promote the revitalization
of our railroads.

Dennis Clark
Garwood

Thank You Scotch
Plains Recreation Dept.

I wanted to take a moment to thank the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department. We
just finished the 11U Cal Ripken District
12 tournament, held here in Scotch Plains
at Booth and Memorial Fields. The recre-
ation department staff, under Ray Poerio’s
leadership did a spectacular job of main-
taining Memorial Field.

The field was in perfect condition and
made for great play by all the teams. Chris
Monahan’s crew did a great job of prepar-
ing the field, including repairing part of
the sprinkler system that broke just before
the tournament began. They not only re-
paired the sprinklers, but also had the
outfield grass looking like a golf course
by tournament time.

And I’d be remiss if I didn’t acknowl-
edge the overall leadership of Ed Zazzali
and the recreation commission and all the
work they do to help Scotch Plains’ kids
play sports.

Thanks again Ray, Chris, Ed and all the
staff for making the tournament a great
success.

Mike Dempsey
Scotch Plains

Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken District 12
Commissioner

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Greffier – A recorder or registrar
2. Ungulate – Having hoofs
3. Venatic – Fond of or living by hunt-

ing
4. Depascent – Feeding

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

GRELOT
1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A lap cloth worn by a bishop when he

sits during the celebration of Mass
3. A small salt-water crustacean that

bores into timber under water and de-
stroys it

4. A harem slave
DESMACHYME

1. The hard, protective outer layer of an
insect

2. In zoology, a group of bloodsucking
bats, native of Central and South America

3. The connective tissue of sponges
4. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
DITOKOUS

1. Producing two eggs or young at one
time

2. Repetitious
3. Agitated; excited
4. Rich; wealthy

LAGARTO
1. A type of inexpensive cigar
2. In music, slow and gentle
3. A rabbit or hare
4. Spanish for alligator
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