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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Corzine Signs $33.5 Mil. Budget;
Cuts Grants by $10 Mil.

Governor Jon Corzine signed the
state’s $33.5 million budget into law
last week after reducing “Christmas
Tree” grants by $10 million to $112
million, according to The Star Led-
ger. This follows last year’s state gov-
ernment shutdown, which included
the state lottery and Atlantic City
casinos. The grants are the lowest
since 2002, when Democrats took
over as the majority party in Trenton.

Included in last-minute cuts was
$1 million for the Minority Student
Achievement Network in Montclair,
Senator Nia Gill’s hometown. Last
week, Ms. Gill voted against the nomi-
nation of Attorney General Stuart
Rabner as Chief Justice to the New
Jersey State Supreme Court.

Locally, a $300,000 Paper Mill
Playhouse grant sponsored by Sena-
tor Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield and
Senate President Dick Codey was
trimmed by $50,000. Earlier this year,
the Playhouse, located in Millburn,
almost closed because of a budget
deficit.

Flashing Emergency Lights
A Factor In Corzine Crash

A state police report on the April 12
Garden State Parkway accident that
seriously injured Governor Jon
Corzine stated that the use of flashing
emergency lights by State Trooper
Robert Rasinski, who was driving the
governor’s SUV, contributed to but
did not cause the crash. The report
also stated that the ultimate cause of
the crash was  the inability of the
driver of a nearby pickup to “main-
tain directional control of his vehicle
while traveling on the shoulder of the
roadway.” The driver had pulled over
when he saw the flashing lights.

Senator Baer Dies
After Long Illness

Services were held last week for
State Senator Byron Baer (LD-37)
who died last Sunday. Mr. Baer, 77 of
Bergen County,  had been a legislator
for 34 years; he resigned in Septem-
ber 2005 due to illness. He was known
for his sponsorship in 1974 of New
Jersey’s Open Public Meetings Act,

known as the Sunshine Act, which
requires government to hold meet-
ings in public, not behind closed
doors.

Corzine Signs Bill to
Help Union Hospital

Last week, Governor Jon Corzine
signed into law legislation sponsored
by Senator Raymond Lesniak and
Assemblymen Neil Cohen and Jo-
seph Cryan (all LD-20, Union) aimed
at keeping Union Hospital open by
providing it with loans.

“While this law was motivated by
proposals to close Union Hospital in
Union, its scope will…assist hospi-
tals throughout the Garden State,”
Mr. Cryan said in a press release.

“Of the 86 main hospitals in New
Jersey, 43 percent are losing money;
Union Hospital is no exception. This
legislation — now law — will ensure
that Union Hospital has the resources
necessary to continue to serve our
community,” he said.

The new law authorizes the state
treasurer to provide nonprofit
healthcare organizations with loans
to cover transition and acquisition
costs for hospitals in financial trouble.

Tony DeChellis Retires After
56 Years With WF Plumbing

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After 56 years of
dedication and hard work at Westfield
Plumbing, Anthony DeChellis is re-
tiring.

He was born and raised in Westfield.
His father, Anthony DeChellis Sr.,
started Westfield Plumbing and Heat-
ing Supply Company Inc. in 1951.

Mr. DeChellis, who started work-
ing at Westfield Plumbing right out of
Westfield High School at age 19, was
always his father’s right hand man.
He climbed the ladder at Westfield
Plumbing to  eventually become the
manager and chief executive officer
of the company — “the big shot,” as
he refers to himself with a smile.

On May 5, Mr. DeChellis sold the
company to Atlantic Plumbing Sup-
ply Company. The decision was not a
hard one, he said.

“I had known Atlantic for a long
time, and they made me an offer I
couldn’t refuse, keeping all the same
employees.”

Mr. DeChellis will remain with the
company for another month to tie up
loose ends.

When asked what sparked retire-
ment, he said, “I’m getting old and
not keeping up with modern com-

puter systems and competition with
big companies…it’s time.”

Mr. DeChellis does not have any
retirement plans as of now, but he will
continue his role as a director at the
Town Bank.

“I hope they continue to bigger and
better things,” he said of the com-
pany. “I have very mixed emotions.
I’ll miss the camaraderie with the
customers, but it’s nice not to have
the pressure of business.”

Mr. DeChellis has a son, Rick, who
has worked with the company for 20
years and will continue to do so. He
also has a daughter, Debbie, a son,
Jeff and six grandchildren. He has
been married to his wife, Joan, for 49
years.

MS’s Glenn Mortimer Top
Rotarian at Awards Dinner

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Last month,
the Mountainside Rotary Club  named
Glenn Mortimer, a realtor and bor-
ough councilman, Rotarian of the Year
for his work with the Akumal Library
in Mexico.

While vacationing with his wife in
Mexico, Mr. Mortimer said he no-
ticed the poor state of the library in
Akumal. Mr. Mortimer and the
Mountainside Rotary Club began sup-
plying the Akumal library with books
and reference items such as Spanish-
English dictionaries.

“They’re a small town, we’re a small
town,” Mr. Mortimer said. “At Ro-
tary, we believe in helping people
help themselves.”

The Rotarian of the Year award was
presented by the past district gover-
nor of Rotary, Marsha Carldon. The
award is given to a Rotary Club mem-
ber that exemplifies the spirit of ro-
tary.

Other awards presented at the an-
nual dinner were the Paul Harris
Fellowship Awards. The recipients
were Junaid Fakhir and Kathy
Favoaaoo.

Beginning July 1, Mr. Mortimer
will become president of the

Mountainside Rotary Club, replac-
ing current club president Bill
Biunno.

The Mountainside Rotary Club
works locally, nationally and interna-
tionally on a variety of service and
charitable projects. The club is made
of residents involved in local busi-
nesses and local organizations.

Glenn Mortimer

SAVING LIVES…Union County lifeguards Mike Dukielski of Linden and Brian
Ray of Cranford practice a lifesaving technique on Chip Alvin Downing of
Plainfield. Mike and Brian are lifeguards at the county’s Ulrich Pool in Rahway
River Park and Wheeler Pool in Linden.

NJN Public Television to
Present 1967 Newark Riots

TRENTON — NJN Public Televi-
sion, which provides Internet
webcasts, satellite and cable TV pro-
grams, will feature the 1967 Newark
Riots in July. To view the programs
via the Internet on-demand or for
schedule information when programs
are to appear on satellite or cable TV,
see njn.net.

This July marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the 1967 Newark Riots. It was
a pivotal time in the city and left a
legacy that is still felt today. Two
award-winning NJN series, Another
View and Due Process, commemo-
rate the circumstances leading up to
the riots, the impacts and the changes
that have (or have not) been made
over the last forty years.

Another View: Tender Territory Part
2 is the second in a two-part series
from Another View, NJN’s award-win-
ning series dedicated to the African
American experience. Part 1 looked
at the conditions that triggered the
violence in 1967. Part 2 examines the
city 40 years later and the challenges
still facing Newark today.

Those who lived through the days
of turmoil share their recollections,
comment on the progress Newark has
made, look to the future and com-

ment on why it is important to re-
member the summer of 1967. The
program includes interviews with
activist Gus Heningburg, historian
Clement Alexander Price and Presi-
dent of the New Jersey Historical
Societ, Linda Caldwell Epps.

Resident Sandra King, like vmost
people in Newark during the
rebellion,was moved and changed by
those lawless days and nights – by the
tanks that  patrolled her street for
days, by the loss of life and the social
upheaval. On the 20th anniversary of
the Newark riot, King produced and
directed the award-winning NJN
documentary Newark: The Slow Road
Back, which examined the causes,
events, victims and consequences of
an uprising that ended in the death of
26 people.

This documentary is rebroadcast
as the first hour of a two-hour Due
Process special commemorating the
40th anniversary of the Newark Ri-
ots. The second hour is devoted to an
in-studio panel discussion featuring
many of the people who participated
in the original 1987 documentary.

The discussion program, moder-
ated by Ms. King, looks ahead to
where Newark still has to go.

UMDNJ Board OKs
$1.5 Billion Budget

NEWARK – The Board of Trustees
of the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ)
approved the 2008 fiscal year budget
June 19.

In a unanimous vote, the board
approved a $1.5 billion spending plan,
which projects a break-even budget
for the year, pending final resolution
of the state budget.

The budget, which does not in-
clude layoffs like last year, provides
$3.97 million for internal audit, legal
management and ethics and compli-
ance, as well as startup costs for the
new contract management office.

For the first time in three years, the
university has created a capital bud-
get of $340 million, including funds
for creation of the Stem Cell Institute
of New Jersey and a research facility
in Camden.

Veterans Tour to Take
Place in October

The association of sons, daughters
and families of 5th army veterans of
World War II, Italian Campaign will
visit Rome, Florence, Venice,
Sorrento, the American Military Cem-
etery, Naples, Cassino, Anzio and
others this October.

Family members of veterans who
battled Nazi forces from 1943 to 1945
will visit Italy for a nostalgic tour of
cities, towns and places their fathers
and grandfathers fought.

The trip will leave from New York
City, JFK Airport on October 14.
Those interested in joining the tour
can call Sy Canton at (561) 865-8495
or write to him at 5121-B Nesting
Way, Delray Beach, FL 33484.

“Reading is good for you.”
goleader.com/subscribe

Redefining Senior “HOME”
Whether it’s our pets in residence, our flowering plants or
our staff that acts more like family than caregivers, Sunrise
Senior Living provides everyday experiences that make our
communities simply, more livable. 

At Sunrise, we understand that the transition to a 
senior community isn’t always easy.  So, we focus on
the details of living, from beautifully appointed living
spaces to delicious meals, engaging social activities,
transportation, and personalized assistance and care.

Visit or call Sunrise of  Westfield to see what we do 
to make our community into a place seniors can call
home. In Westfield, we offer Assisted Living and
Alzheimer’s Care.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 

Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue

Assisted Living     Alzheimer’s Care 

Families and friends are invited to an open 
house on Saturday, July 14th from 11:30 - 3:30.

Learn about assisted living and the innovative
care and services we offer.


