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POLICE BLOTTER

ROTARY OFFICERS…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club installs offic-
ers for the coming year during their well-attended meeting at Pantagis Restaurant
last Wednesday. Outgoing president Denise Hughes administered the oath.
Pictured, left to right, are: Vice President Janet Shrunk, President Pat Plante,
Secretary Ray Pardon and Mrs. Hughes.

Area Residents May Bring
Recyclables to FW Center
FANWOOD – The Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Recycling Associa-
tion invites residents of neighbor-
ing communities to take advantage
of the Fanwood Recycling Center
and to recycle many items not usu-
ally accepted in curbside recycling
pickup programs.

Besides the usual plastic bottles
type 1, 2 and 3, the center accepts
plastic bags, particularly the thin
types from supermarkets or those
protecting newspapers, as well as
solid plastic objects like patio fur-
niture, plastic pails and children’s
slides. Many curbside programs do
not accept plastic bags or solid plas-
tic items.

Metal objects of almost all types
can be recycled at the center. Wire
clothes hangers and old pots and
pans are recyclable. Heavier metal
objects such as old stoves, barbe-
cues, refrigerators and freezers,
lawn mowers and vacuum clean-
ers (without bags) often included
in town “clean-up days” are recy-
clable at the center; there are no

fees or other charges.
The center also accepts hard- and

soft-cover books, cardboard and
corrugated boxes, used clothing and
textiles, old automobile and house-
hold batteries and used motor oil.

Those bringing materials to the
center will help to support the 23
non-profit groups that volunteer to
work at the center on Saturdays and
depend on the sales of the
recyclables to fund their activities.

The Fanwood Recycling Center
is located on North Avenue at the
intersection with Westfield Road.
Its hours of operation are 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. on Wednesdays and Satur-
days. Wednesdays are “do-it-your-
self” days with limited assistance
available.

For more information, call Bob
Sommerich, president of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association, at (908) 889-1891;
Alan Ebersole, Fanwood Recycling
Center site manager, at (908) 889-
8347, or the Fanwood Department
of Public Works at (908) 322-7404.

UNPLUGGED…An artist’s rendering of the Westfield Memorial Library’s
proposed wireless lounge space as provided to The Times in November 2006.

Work Begins at Library;
Building to Reopen by Nov.

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Municipal Library closed its doors
for renovations on June 30 and will
remain completely closed until July
8. On July 9 the children’s section
alone will reopen; the rest of the
library will be closed until the reno-
vations are complete, library officials
said this week.

Library staff began to acknowl-
edge the need for improvements in
late 2003 and early 2004. According
to Library Director Phil Israel, who
became involved in the renovation
planning in September 2003, the adult
fiction collection posed space limita-
tions that prohibited them from add-
ing any new books. The town and
library had agreed to install new car-
peting but knew that they had to have
a plan for when the shelves would be
placed on the new carpet.

Because no one wanted to expand
the existing building, the library’s
board of directors hired a space utili-
zation consultant,  Mr. Israel said. He
said the library staff decided to place
the fiction section on the second floor,
where the microfilm and back issues
of magazines had been. This space,
which totaled an estimated 850 square
feet, had been under-utilized since
the microfilm and old magazines
could be found online.

“Several years  ago, before I started,
a needs assessment was done, and a
couple of things were found. The
public said that they did not like the
large circulation desk; they thought it
was a barrier. So, during the renova-
tions, the desk will be made smaller
and will really open up the whole first
floor,” he said.

Mr. Israel said the assessment also
found that the public wanted more
display cases to present materials that
are new or in high demand.

Other areas that will be constructed
include a teen area on the first floor

and an Internet lounge, which will
have café-style seating where people
can bring their laptops and connect to
the Internet.

In the children’s section, the last
piece of the renovation puzzle, there
will be new carpeting and child-sized
furniture.

The library will receive a new paint
job, and there will be new carpeting
on the second floor.

The Westfield library was built in
1988. The current appearance of the
library has not changed since then; it
has not been painted and there has
been no new furniture added.

“One thing I like to note when
talking about this is that it was a good
use of space since [the library] could
last this long without the need for
renovations,” Mr. Israel said.

The total cost of the project is
$700,000. The library is financing it
in a number of ways; for instance, the
ad hoc committee of the Friends of
the Library raised $270,000.

“The public was very generous in
their donations, which is greatly ap-
preciated,” Mr. Israel said.

Other funding is coming from the
library’s 2006-2007 operating bud-
get, library reserves and a loan of
$150,000 from the town, which the
library will pay back through its oper-
ating budget over a period of years.
There will be no new taxes as a result
of the construction, he said.

The entire project will take about
three and a half months. During this
period, the library encourages the
public to take advantage of other li-
braries in Middlesex and Union coun-
ties that will honor the Westfield
Memorial Library’s library cards.
Although the children’s section will
reopen July 9, there may be some
sporadic closings throughout the pro-
cess, especially in September, offi-
cials said. Officials hope the renova-
tions will be completed in late Octo-
ber or early November, at which point
the entire library will reopen.

“The staff is excited and nervous,
which goes for me too,” Mr. Israel said.
“We hope that the public will like what
we’re doing and we hope they’ll under-
stand that the current inconvenience is
only to help them in future years.”

Michele Porter and Lauren Ryan,
library staff members, said that the
process has been efficient so far and
that they are surprised at how quickly
things are getting done. Ms. Ryan said
she knows patrons are flustered over
the closing of the library, but thinks
they will be happy with the outcome.

According to Ms. Porter, the li-
brary staff has been doing a lot of
behind-the-scenes work, such as
changing the status of books, packing
up the offices and checking in books
that have been left in the book drops.

For further information on the clos-
ing of the library and a list of libraries
that honor Westfield Library cards,
visit the library website at wmlnj.org.
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Lawyer Considers Lawsuit

thanked the board for its “flexibility”
in approving a leave of absence for
Dawn Kanaszka, a laboratory techni-
cian at the high school. Ms. Kanaszka
will continue working through Au-
gust but will then take time off to
begin student teaching at the high
school this fall. She will return to
work in December.

Scotch Plains resident Robert Papen
asked the board if it had plans to light
the fields at SPFHS as part of the
upcoming turfing project. The project,
which will place artificial turf on the
varsity soccer and football fields, will
not include lighting, though an esti-
mate will be taken for reference, ac-
cording to Anthony Del Sordi, board
secretary. Steps to ready the field
include a new drainage system.

During the “Good of the Order”
section of the night, board member
Rob O’Connor said that he had the
“pleasure” of attending Project
Graduation. “It was a great experi-
ence,” he said. “We should be proud
of the good behavior of the kids.”

Board member Nancy Bauer also
made her congratulations to the Class
of 2007 known, though she was un-
able to attend graduation ceremonies.
“I’m sorry I couldn’t be there, but I
wanted to add my congratulations to
the Class of 2007. There were a very
accomplished class and I wanted to
say that publicly,” she said.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
noted that a “large” amount of new
information included in the district’s
public school website, spfk12.org,
including television programming
schedules that will be aired.

The board’s next public meeting
will be held on Thursday, August 23,
due to a summer recess. Members
approved a motion allowing Ms.

Hayes to take action during their re-
cess, which Ms. Hayes pointed out
will mainly consist of the hiring of
personnel. The board could review
actions upon their return if necessary.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Board of Education

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEAUTIFUL DISPLAY...Gorgeous summer flowers and a Model T Ford invite
gazes of passersby at the front of Schiemde’s Tree Service on South Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The summer flower display is a tradition worth noticing.

Westfield
Tuesday, June 26, Steven Thom,

18, of Manalapan was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Cen-
tral Avenue and Starlite Court.

Thom was a passenger in the ve-
hicle, which was stopped because the
driver had failed to dim his head-
lights, according to police. Authori-
ties said a small plastic bag contain-
ing suspected marijuana was retrieved
from the passenger seat. Thom was
released with a summons pending a
July 11 court date.

Tuesday, June 26, Roch Pulaski,
27, of Cranford was arrested and

charged with lewdness after surren-
dering to authorities at Westfield po-
lice headquarters.

Pulaski is alleged to have exposed
himself to a 41-year-old Westfield
woman while sitting in a parked car
on June 23 at the intersection of Cen-
tral and Lenox Avenues in Westfield.

The woman, who was walking past
the car, wrote down the license plate
of the vehicle and reported the inci-
dent to police. A police investigation
ensued and culminated in Pulaski’s
arrest. The suspect was released with
a summons pending a court date.

Wednesday, June 27, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations
at the intersection of North and Cen-
tral Avenues, Allexy DeJesus, 26, of
Jersey City was arrested on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Jersey
City. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Thursday, June 28, Anthony Boyd,
45, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
the north side Westfield train station
parking lot on two contempt of court
warrants, including one from Franklin
Township, with bail of $478, and an-
other from Newark, with bail of $91.
He was released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 1, Esteban Santiago,
25, of Linden was arrested at South
and Windsor Avenues on two con-
tempt of court warrants, including
one from Linden, with bail of $500,
and another from Garwood, with bail
of $234. Santiago posted bail and was
released.

Mountainside
Thursday, June 21, Jeffrey Penn,

30, of Philipsburgh was arrested on
Sheffield Street and charged with two
counts of harassment for sending ha-
rassing letters, making a harassing
phone call and sending a harassing e-
mail. Penn was also charged with
making a false report to police and
hindering prosecution.

Police said the arrest follows a
nearly month-long investigation into
racially-biased communications re-
portedly received by Penn at the
Sheffield Street business where he
worked. Upon investigating the re-
port, police determined that Penn,
who is black, had sent the letters and
e-mail to himself and left a message
on his own answering machine.

Police said Penn initially denied he
had sent the communications. Police
said Penn relocated to New Jersey
from Texas after he received a job
promotion and later received a pro-
motion while employed at the
Mountainside company.

Penn was released on his own re-
cognizance pending a July 11
Mountainside Municipal Court date,
police said.

Tuesday, June 21, someone
smashed the driver-side window of a
vehicle parked on Sheffield Street.
Police said a Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) valued at $250 was re-
moved. Damages to the vehicle were
placed at $300.

Wednesday, June 27, police re-
ported that someone stole a cash
drawer containing $850 from a Route
22 gas station during a break-in at
2:43 a.m. Police said access was
gained by breaking a side window on
the building. Also reported stolen were
11 cartons of cigarettes and two pack-
ages of cigars valued at $1,200. Po-
lice were not able to locate any sus-
pects in the area.

Wednesday, June 27, Irene Dasilva,
40, of Elizabeth was arrested for driv-
ing on the suspended list. He was also
charged with active warrants totaling
$1,800.

Dasilva was initially stopped for
failure to signal, police said.

Thursday, June 28, a patron at a
Route 22 movie theater reported that
someone smashed a passenger-side
window of his parked vehicle and
stole a GPS that was attached to the
windshield. The GPS was valued at
$700, police said.

Saturday, June 30, a Summit Lane
resident reported that someone stole
$25,000 worth of jewelry, including
rings, bracelets and necklaces from
her home. Police said there did not
appear to be any forced entry into the
home. The victim told police that her
ex-boyfriend might have been respon-
sible for the robbery.

Saturday, June 30, Jameel K. Alston,
26, of Newark was arrested at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant totaling $686.

Monday, July 2, Louis F. Couto,
25, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving while on the
suspended list and for an outstanding
warrant totaling $525. He was ini-
tially stopped for displaying passen-
ger plates on a commercial vehicle.

voter approval.”
“I’m not a party person per se. But

if I’ve got to credit the Republicans
with anything…there was not any
request by a Republican except for
in the Senate, where I think there
might have been a few requests,” he
said.

Governor Corzine, who signed the
budget Thursday, trimmed the Christ-
mas Tree grants by $10 million, down
to $112 million. As of Thursday, Mr.
Robinson said he was waiting to see
a list of grants vetoed by the gover-
nor prior to signing the spending
plan.

Twenty-nine grants were elimi-
nated, while another 36 were reduced.

“I have no interest in spending my
time, effort, money litigating any-
thing. [It] would be a welcome change
if he actually struck these unconstitu-
tional expenditures from the budget,”
Mr. Robinson said.

The Cranford resident said he is
focused on the constitutionality of
the program, not the total dollars.
Last year, there were $345 million in
Christmas Tree grants after the gov-
ernor cut $33 million, according to
The Star-Ledger.

“If you think something is wrong,
you’ve got to do what you can to
right it. So the amount of dollars
aren’t my focus. It’s more building

the case, establishing the precedent
and then it will see where it takes
us,” he said.

“It (grants) should be based on
need regardless of party affiliation,”
he said.

Concerning arts grants, totaling
some $6 million, he questioned, “Why
were a select few identified…outside
the scope of already state-funded arts
programs?”

“Unfortunately, more times than
not, it comes down to who you know
politically and whether you play ball
as part of this Christmas Tree process
– I would argue, patronage process,”
Mr. Robinson said.

A copy of last year’s lawsuit is
available at constitutionality.org.

proposed additional improvements,
including a Route 78 East on ramp at
Exit 41 and a widened roadway to
Bonnie Burn Road.

While reading a statement from
Berkley Heights Mayor David Cohen
at the June 21 freeholder meeting,
Berkeley Heights Councilman Tho-
mas Pirone, said the project “would
dump up to 300 cars going south-
bound down Diamond Hill Road a
day.”

“We had been told that the Route
22 project would eliminate the traffic
light and install an over pass at Bonnie
Burn and New Providence Roads.
This is not going to occur. As a result
of this and no significant road
widenings, down the mountain traf-
fic will just back up further on Dia-
mond Hill Road,” Mr. Pirone said.

He said the DOT project was origi-
nally proposed 10 years ago “as part
of a regional traffic improvement
(project) to handle traffic leaving the
Watchung Mountains.”

“First, it was supposedly meant to
allow for U-turns back onto [Route]
78 eastbound for those who missed
Route 24. The installation of a barrier
in the plans makes that impossible,”
he said.

Mr. Pirone said the U-turn could be
accomplished with signs but that the
DOT told Berkeley Heights it “could
take several years.” He said the county
ended up installing the necessary
signs.
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DOT Route 78 Proposal
Despite the resolution from Berke-

ley Heights, the DOT still plans to
move forward with the project. How-
ever, in light of the opposition, the
DOT will spend the summer con-
ducting traffic studies in the area,
particularly at the Connell Co. com-
plex, according to DOT spokesman
Tim Greeley.

“We are in the midst of a new traffic
analysis,” said Mr. Greeley, “taking
into account aspects that the previous
study had not.”

The study will be completed by
mid-September of 2007, pushing back
the construction schedule for the
project, DOT officials said.

The DOT still remains in contact
with Berkeley Heights, Watchung and
Union County while the study takes
place, and a meeting will be sched-
uled sometime in July.

“We’re committed to working hand
in hand with the township and the
county,” said Mr. Greeley. “We want
to provide the best project possible
and are open to alternatives that will
benefit everyone involved.”

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Tom Atkins said this issue “shows
why it is difficult for municipalities
to be the only ones involved in re-
gional transportation planning.”

According to Mr. Atkins, the town-
ships cannot look at the project re-
gionally like the DOT can.

“We’ve got our own interests that
we must be concerned with,” he said.

Editor’s Note:
A representative of the Interna-

tional Jazz Festival in Montreal last
Friday contacted The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times concerning appli-
cations for press credentials made
by three individuals claiming to be
reporters for the newspaper.

The Times advised Montreal
authorities that the individuals are
not affiliated with this newspa-
per. The individuals falsified in-
formation and phone references
in attempt to gain access to re-
stricted areas of the festival from
June 28 through July 1 as mem-
bers of the media.

The management of this news-
paper has contacted the parents
of the individuals, 2007 Westfield
High School graduates, regard-
ing this matter.

The Westfield Police Depart-
ment has been advised of the in-
cident, but a formal complaint
has not been filed at this time.
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Drowning

remote-controlled cars for the kids to
race around the yard (donated by KB
Toys) and activities and games, in-
cluding shuffleboard and a putting
green.

“The hospital does provide facili-
ties for kids to play and enjoy them-
selves, but the kids are still in the
hospital, surrounded by what they are
there for, making it hard to truly let go
and relax,” said Lance Marvin, Jay-
cees vice president of public rela-
tions.

“This party pulls them out of that
environment, and puts them into natu-
ral everyday situations where they
can let loose and have a good time,”
he said.

To host this party, the Hertell’s
home had to undergo some transfor-
mation to make it more accessible.
They installed extra ramps and banis-
ters to make sure that the environ-
ment was as safe as it was fun.

“Keith Hertell’s yard was perfect.
There was shuffleboard and a put-
ting green, things that most of the
kids hadn’t played before. These are
games that they probably thought
they’d never get to play,” Ms.
Yurochko said.

Mr. Marvin said that seeing the
kids run around was “terrific.” He
said, “Some of these kids’ stories are
so heart-wrenching. To see them out
having a great time is just terrific. It is
absolutely worth the work.”
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CSH Party

Similarly, the Westfield Memorial
Pool has held meetings for its staff in
light of the Manor Park drowning, but
pool representatives did not wish to
comment further.

The incident has also affected
members of MPSC. Mark Rigby, a
Westfield resident, said that before
the accident his family “didn’t like
the pool” because of the lack of
swimming options for his son. But
after the accident, “my wife and I
really didn’t like it,” and the Rigbys
made the decision to leave the swim
club.

According to the New Jersey Center
for Health Statistics, between 1990
and 2003, amid the months of May
and September, an average of 46 people
drowned in New Jersey each year.

a picture’s worth a
thousand words.

timesnj.com/photos


