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POLICE BLOTTER

Call me today for a free Allstate

protection review. Do you have a new

baby? Did you buy a new car? Do you

now have a teenage driver on the road?

There are many reasons to update your

coverage. I can help you make sure

your protection is right for you.

Ron Bansky
(800) 554-6964
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Come and compare your current
policy with one from Allstate

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company,
Bridgewater, New Jersey.  © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

LIFE CHANGES.
I can help your insurance keep up.

MS BOE Fills Positions
For Upcoming School Year

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education (BOE) appointed Michael
Maraviglia as social worker for both
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools at
its June 26 meeting.

Mr. Maraviglia will join the
Mountainside Child Study Team. In
addition, the board appointed Tracy
Cwiakala as Deerfield School’s spe-
cial-education teacher.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley reported that all staff
positions for the 2007-2008 school
year have been filled, except for a
Deerfield School baseball coach and
an occupational therapist.

In his report, BOE President John
Perrin presented a motion to form an
ad hoc committee for the proposed
community center that would possi-
bly be built at Deerfield School.

The committee, composed of board

members Carmine Venes and Gene
Nagel, will meet with the borough coun-
cil to review the proposal. The matter
will then be brought back to the board.

The board announced that Back-
to-School night would be added to
the 2007-2008 school calendar.
Beechwood School’s Back-to-School
night will be held on Wednesday,
September 12, and Deerfield School’s
Back-to-School night is slated for
Wednesday, September 19. There will
also be a Back-to-School night held
for Governor Livingston High School
in Berkeley Heights on Wednesday,
September 26.

The BOE has accepted a $15,967 No
Child Left Behind federal Fiscal Year
2008 grant from the State of New Jer-
sey Department of Education Office of
Grants and Management. Officials said
the grant is $137 less than last year.

The next BOE meeting will be held
on Tuesday, July 24.

just impossible,” Ms. Thornton said.
“The planning board doesn’t have
time for use variances, which will
usually also include a site-plan re-
view or a subdivision.”

While the number of special meet-
ings held varies every year, Ms.
Thornton said the board of adjust-
ment has recently called “for quite a
number” of special sessions.

Months ago, Ms. Thornton put to-
gether a draft of an ordinance that
included a required special-meetings
fee. She researched the fees in towns
from Union and Essex counties. Her
findings ranged from $1,500, with
additional fees for follow up meet-
ings, to $150. Garwood, for example,
charges $150 for each scheduled spe-
cial meeting.

She said, “The important thing is
not so much what other towns are
charging, but what our actual costs
are for holding special meetings.
There has to be a rational tie between

your costs and the fee that you charge.”
She then submitted the amended or-

dinance to town administration, which
reviews such amendments and makes a
recommendation to the council.

The development regulation part of
the town’s land-use ordinance man-
dates that the planning board review
the amendment before the council “to
ensure that whatever they do is consis-
tent with the master plan,” said Ms.
Thornton. The planning board con-
ducted its review at its May 7 meeting,
and the council introduced the ordi-
nance at its June 12 regular meeting.

Because the fee is typical within
towns, Ms. Thornton said she would
“be amazed if anybody came in with
objections. (The fee is) really just to
cover administrative costs, not to bring
in additional revenue that can be used
for anything else.”

Ms. Thornton said the board also
plans to review other town land-use
ordinances and their related fees.
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WF Special Meeting Fees

POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE…Garwood resident Erin Madden walks back to
her seat after receiving her diploma during Arthur L. Johnson High School’s 51st
Commencement Ceremony on June 21 at the Clark school’s athletic field.

tered as a Republican, Mr. Robinson
said he was an independent “because
I was equally frustrated with the Re-
publicans.”

He said he was opposed to the
administration of Governor Christine
Whitman borrowing funds “without
voter approval.”

“I’m not a party person per se. But
if I’ve got to credit the Republicans
with anything…there was not any
request by a Republican except for
in the Senate, where I think there
might have been a few requests,” he
said.

Governor Corzine, who signed the
budget Thursday, trimmed the Christ-
mas Tree grants by $10 million, down
to $112 million. As of Thursday, Mr.
Robinson said he was waiting to see
a list of grants vetoed by the gover-
nor prior to signing the spending
plan.

Twenty-nine grants were elimi-
nated, while another 36 were reduced.

“I have no interest in spending my
time, effort, money litigating any-
thing. [It] would be a welcome change
if he actually struck these unconstitu-
tional expenditures from the budget,”
Mr. Robinson said.

The Cranford resident said he is
focused on the constitutionality of
the program, not the total dollars.
Last year, there were $345 million in
Christmas Tree grants after the gov-
ernor cut $33 million, according to
The Star-Ledger.

“If you think something is wrong,
you’ve got to do what you can to right
it. So the amount of dollars aren’t my
focus. It’s more building the case,
establishing the precedent and then it
will see where it takes us,” he said.

“It (grants) should be based on

need regardless of party affiliation,”
he said.

Concerning arts grants, totaling
some $6 million, he questioned, “Why
were a select few identified…outside
the scope of already state-funded arts
programs?”

“Unfortunately, more times than
not, it comes down to who you know
politically and whether you play ball
as part of this Christmas Tree process
– I would argue, patronage process,”
Mr. Robinson said.

A copy of last year’s lawsuit is
available at constitutionality.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lawyer Considers Suit

Westfield
Tuesday, June 26, Steven Thom, 18, of

Manalapan was arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop on Central Avenue and Starlite Court.

Thom was a passenger in the vehicle,
which was stopped because the driver had
failed to dim his headlights, according to
police. Authorities said a small plastic
bag containing suspected marijuana was
retrieved from the passenger seat. Thom
was released with a summons pending a
July 11 court date.

Tuesday, June 26, Roch Pulaski, 27, of
Cranford was arrested and charged with
lewdness after surrendering to authorities
at Westfield police headquarters.

Pulaski is alleged to have exposed him-
self to a 41-year-old Westfield woman
while sitting in a parked car June 23 at the
intersection of Central and Lenox Av-
enues in Westfield.

The woman, who was walking past the
car, wrote down the license plate of the
vehicle and reported the incident to po-
lice. A police investigation ensued which
culminated in Pulaski’s arrest. The sus-
pect was released with a summons pend-
ing a court date.

Wednesday, June 27, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
the intersection of North and Central
Avenues, Allexy DeJesus, 26, of Jersey
City was arrested on a contempt of court
warrant from Jersey City. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Thursday, June 28, Anthony Boyd, 45,
of Scotch Plains was arrested at the north
side Westfield train station parking lot on
two contempt of court warrants, including
one from Franklin Township, with bail of
$478, and another from Newark, with bail
of $91. He was released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 1, Esteban Santiago, 25,
of Linden was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues on two contempt of
court warrants, including one from Lin-
den, with bail of $500, and another from
Garwood, with bail of $234. Santiago
posted bail and was released.

Mountainside
Thursday, June 21, Jeffrey Penn, 30, of

Philipsburgh was arrested on Sheffield
Street and charged with two counts of
harassment for sending harassing letters,
making a harassing phone call and send-
ing a harassing e-mail. Penn was also
charged with making a false report to
police and hindering prosecution.

Police said the arrest follows a nearly
month-long investigation into racially
biased communications reportedly re-
ceived by Penn at the Sheffield Avenue
business where he worked. Upon investi-
gating the report, police determined that
Penn, who is black, had sent the letters
and e-mail to himself and left a message
on his own answering machine.

Police said Penn initially denied he had
sent the communications. Police said Penn
relocated to New Jersey from Texas after
he received a job promotion and later
received a promotion while at employed

at the Mountainside company.
Penn was released on his own recogni-

zance pending a July 11 Mountainside
Municipal Court date, police said.

Tuesday, June 21, someone smashed
the driver-side window of a vehicle parked
on Sheffield Street. Police said a Global
Positioning System (GPS) valued at $250
was removed. Damages to the vehicle
were placed at $300.

Wednesday, June 27, police reported
that someone stole a cash drawer containing
$850 from a Route 22 gas station during a
break-in at 2:43 a.m. Police said access was
gained by breaking a side window on the
building. Also reported stolen were 11 car-
tons of cigarettes and two packages of ci-
gars valued at $1,200. Police were not able
locate any suspects in the area.

Wednesday, June 27, Irene Dasilva,
40, of Elizabeth was arrested for driving
on the suspended list. He was also charged
with active warrants totaling $1,800.

Dasilva was initially stopped for fail-
ure to signal, police said.

Thursday, June 28, a patron at a Route
22 movie theater reported that someone
smashed a passenger-side window of his
parked vehicle and stole a GPS that was
attached to the windshield. The GPS was
valued at $700, police said.

Saturday, June 30, a Summit Lane resi-
dent reported that someone stole $25,000
worth of jewelry, including rings, brace-
lets and necklaces from her home. Police
said there did not appear to be any forced
entry into the home. The victim told po-
lice that her ex-boyfriend might have
been responsible for the robbery.

Saturday, June 30, Jameel K. Alston,
26, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant totaling $686.

Monday, July 2, Louis F. Couto, 25, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
driving while on the suspended list and for
an outstanding warrant totaling $525. He
was initially stopped for displaying pas-
senger plates on a commercial vehicle.

Editor’s Note:
A representative of the Inter-

national Jazz Festival in Montreal
contacted The Westfield Leader
concerning applications for press
credentials made by three indi-
viduals claiming to be reporters
for the newspaper.

The Leader advised Montreal
authorities that the individuals are
not affiliated with the newspaper.
The individuals falsified infor-
mation and phone references in
attempt to gain access to restricted
areas of the festival from June 28
through July 1 as members of the
media.

The management of this news-
paper has contacted the parents
of the individuals, 2007 Westfield
High School graduates, regard-
ing this matter.

The Westfield Police Depart-
ment has been advised of the in-
cident, but a formal complaint
has not been filed at this time.

CSH Patients Enjoy Evening
Outside Hospital

By ABBY RYAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Remote-controlled
racecars zoomed around an obstacle
course. Children played shuffleboard
and enjoyed themselves on a putting
green. A magician performed to smil-
ing faces. It seemed like normal back-
yard fun, but in reality, this party was
much more than that.

On Wednesday, June 27, seven pa-
tients from the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH) got the opportu-
nity to get out of the hospital and have
a good time.

Hosted by Westfield resident Keith
Hertell, CSH and the Jaycees of
Westfield organized the event. Allstate
Insurance’s Ron Bansky and Associ-
ates provided sponsorship, with do-
nations from KB Toys.

“The Jaycees help out with this
event because we aim to help the
youth in the community,” said Larry
Showfety, Jaycees president. “It’s a
small thing that we can do to put a
smile on these kids’ faces and show
them how much the community cares
about them.”

The children who attended are part
of a program designed to get them re-
accustomed to society and help them
get used to everyday life outside of
the hospital. Trisha Yurochko, mar-
keting coordinator at CSH, stressed
the importance of getting re-accli-
mated to the community, along with
the excitement the kids get from this
experience.

“They had a wonderful time,” Ms.
Yurochko said. “It is a great experi-
ence to have fun outside the hospital
and take pleasure in a normal situa-
tion. Being outside the walls of the
hospital is a very important part of the
rehabilitation process.”

Not only was the party experience
outside the hospital, it represented a
chance for the children to spend time
with their families in a casual envi-
ronment.

“The families tell us how much it
means for their child to get out of the
hospital and see the support from the
community,” Mr. Showfety said.

The party entertainment featured a
magician arranged by Larry Darrow,
remote-controlled cars for the kids to
race around the yard (donated by KB
Toys) and activities and games, in-
cluding shuffleboard and a putting
green.

“The hospital does provide facili-
ties for kids to play and enjoy them-
selves, but the kids are still in the
hospital, surrounded by what they are
there for, making it hard to truly let go
and relax,” said Lance Marvin, Jay-
cees vice president of public relations.

“This party pulls them out of that
environment, and puts them into natu-
ral everyday situations where they
can let loose and have a good time,”
he said.

To host this party, the Hertell’s
home had to undergo some transfor-
mation to make it more accessible.
They installed extra ramps and banis-
ters to make sure that the environ-
ment was as safe as it was fun.

“Keith Hertell’s yard was perfect.
There was shuffleboard and a putting
green, things that most of the kids
hadn’t played before. These are games
that they probably thought they’d
never get to play,” Ms. Yurochko said.

Mr. Marvin said that seeing the
kids run around was “terrific.” He
said, “Some of these kids’ stories are
so heart-wrenching. To see them out
having a great time is just terrific. It is
absolutely worth the work.”

Board Member’s Absence
Delays Canterbury Discussion

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
planning board meeting, a group of
residents awaiting their opportunity
to oppose the pending Cowperthwaite
Place application expressed frustra-
tion that the board would not discuss
the application,
which was carried
over from last
month’s meeting.
Board Chairman
Vincent Wilt
apologized on
behalf of the
board for “having
everyone out” be-
fore adjourning
due to lack of quo-
rum when a fifth
board member,
William Cariste,
u n ex p e c t e d l y
failed to arrive.

Westfield resi-
dent Sharon
Stockwell said she
was very disap-
pointed that the
meeting didn’t
take place after
she and her fellow residents “waited
patiently” through the three-hour du-
ration of the previous meeting and
because “it is extremely difficult to
have this many residents come to-
gether during the summer months.”

Mr. Wilt said the board would pro-
ceed in the same order at its next
meeting on Monday, August 6. Ap-
plicant Charles Pijanowski’s prelimi-
nary plans call for the replacement of

an existing single-family residential
structure at 37 Cowperthwaite Place
with a conforming three-story mixed-
use structure that would hold two
offices on the first floor and two apart-
ments on the second and third floors.

Board members have neighbors
have expressed concern regarding the

building’s lack of
on-site parking
and favored a
“more appropri-
ate” use for the
building.

In other busi-
ness, attorney
Robert Kraus
elected to hold an
informal hearing
to explain and ad-
dress questions
concerning the
application for
Julie A. Marsella
of 200 Canter-
bury Road.

The applicant
seeks to remain
in her existing
home but subdi-
vide the property
into two single-

family lots and construct a new
single-family dwelling on the newly
formed lot. The property is known as
the “Little Gatehouse” and is located
at the South Gate to Wychwood Road.
The new home would be constructed
between the South Gate and East
Broad Street.

Mr. Kraus said Ms. Marsella has
decided the second structure should
be compatible to the original in its
architectural design, and he used a
series of computerized site plans to
show the audience members the pro-
posed English-style cottage.

Betty List, Westfield town historian
and chairwoman of Westfield Historic
Preservation Committee, said, “Many
other towns would yearn to have a
section like this” and encouraged neigh-
borhood residents who wish to prevent
the aberration of historical properties to
work together with the committee to
stop the plan from happening.

Residents in the audience said they
were concerned with right- and left-
turn visibility from the location of the
driveway and its impact on the safety
of neighborhood children, the nearby
school and traffic patterns of
Wychwood Road.

Neighborhood resident Andrew
John Calcagno asked, “Why not do
the safe thing?” and later suggested
finding an alternate location for the
driveway, which he said is “very un-
safe as it is presently.”

The Marsella application will be dis-
cussed with formal testimonies along
with the Cowperwaite Place applica-
tion at the board’s August 6 meeting.

stand that the current inconvenience is
only to help them in future years.”

Michele Porter and Lauren Ryan,
library staff members, said that the
process has been efficient so far and
that they are surprised at how quickly
things are getting done. Ms. Ryan said
she knows patrons are flustered over
the closing of the library, but thinks
they will be happy with the outcome.

According to Ms. Porter, the li-
brary staff has been doing a lot of
behind-the-scenes work, such as
changing the status of books, packing
up the offices and checking in books
that have been left in the book drops.

For further information on the clos-
ing of the library and a list of libraries
that honor Westfield Library cards,
visit the library website at wmlnj.org.
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Library

Maryellen Palermo for The Westfield Leader
CANTERBURY TALE…Attorney Rob-
ert Kraus explains the application for the
Canterbury Lane property known as the
“Little Gatehouse” at the South Gate of
Wychwood Road and East Broad Street.
The proposed subdivision calls for the
creation of two new lots and construction
of a new home.

we’ve placed added attention on test-
ing our skills,” he said.

Similarly, the Westfield Memorial
Pool has held meetings for its staff in
light of the Manor Park drowning, but
pool representatives did not wish to
comment further.

The incident has also affected mem-
bers of MPSC. Mark Rigby, a
Westfield resident, said that before
the accident his family “didn’t like
the pool” because of the lack of swim-
ming options for his son. But after the
accident, “my wife and I really didn’t
like it,” and the Rigbys made the
decision to leave the swim club.

According to the New Jersey Center
for Health Statistics, between 1990
and 2003, amid the months of May
and September an average of 46 people
drowned in New Jersey each year.
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Drowning

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE BREAKFAST CLUB...Max, a black Labrador Retrievor holds court each
morning on Quimby Street in Westfield as friends stop by to enjoy a cup of coffee
and swap stories of local gossip.


