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Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
SEEING DOUBLE…TIMES FOUR…The 800 block of Bradford Avenue in
Westfield is home to three sets of twins and one set of triplets, with each family
living within five houses of one another on the same side of the street. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Walter and Sonya, age seven, with their mother Joann
Lund-Peregrim; Jacqueline, Ricky and Madison, age six, with their mother
Cheryl Kurtz; Nicholas and Alexander, age eight, with their mother Jennifer
Watty, and Charlotte and Lillian, age 11, with their mother Pamela Russo.

WF Considers Bd. of Adjustment,
Planning Bd. Special Meetings Fees

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
at its meeting this Tuesday will hear
and take action on a proposed $750
fee for applicants requesting special
meetings of the planning board and
board of adjustment beyond their
monthly scheduled meetings.

Judith Thornton, Westfield’s town
planner, said the fee would cover ad-
ministrative costs for holding special
meetings. The fee would pay for secre-
taries’ time and the use of a meeting
room, including the cost of running
electricity and heat or air conditioning.

Ms. Thornton, who began work as
town planner last August, said she

first noticed the need to establish a
fee when the board arranged a special
meeting for an applicant.

“Most, if not all, towns have it,” Ms.
Thornton said of the fee. “It was some-
thing I noticed we were missing.”

An applicant requests a special
meeting when he or she wants a case
heard sooner than the schedule per-
mits. Large developers usually make
these requests, often for financial rea-
sons, issues with an owner’s consent
or seasonal constraints.

The cases “can take several hours,”
said Ms. Thornton. Applicants arrive
with a number of different profes-
sionals, each of whom must provide
information about the case and an-
swer questions from the board and
the public. After all are heard, the
case opens up for discussion.

“To try to do that on a regular
meeting night when (the planning
board has) 15 or 20 minor variance
applications from homeowners, it’s

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NOT A TAILGATE PARTY…Emergency services personnel assist at the scene
of a four-car accident Friday afternoon at the intersection of East Broad Street
and Springfield Avenue. The accident involved one minivan followed by three
smaller vehicles rear-ending each other. Police responded, along with the Westfield
Fire Department, Westfield Rescue Squad and an Overlook Hospital medic unit.

Lawyer Ponders Round Two
Versus Corzine on Grants

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Last year, Cranford
resident and attorney David Robinson
sued Governor Jon Corzine, claim-
ing that the state’s budget contained
millions of dollars in so-called
“Christmas Tree” grants, 90 percent
of which benefited Democratic leg-
islators. This year, Mr. Robinson is
once again considering litigation
against the governor following the
signing of this year’s $33.5 billion
budget.

“[There were] definitely a few
changes (in this year’s grants) as far
as transparency is concerned. But I
still don’t think it passes constitu-
tional muster,” he said during a phone
interview Thursday morning prior to
the governor’s signing of the budget.
“Again we have line-item appropria-
tions for specific entities, corpora-
tions, municipalities.”

He said his argument is based on
the system of how the state awards
grants.

“They continue to violate the con-
stitutional prohibition on special leg-
islation. So that’s the main problem
with what’s being done,” he said.
“The last lawsuit was based on a

separation of powers argument and
that the executive branch has to ad-
minister the funds. The legislative
branch is responsible for appropriat-
ing the funds. What was happening
before is that the legislature was get-
ting in and not only appropriating but
also administering the funds — in
other words, directing where the
money was going.”

Mr. Robinson, who was elected as
a Republican to the Cranford Town-
ship Committee last November, said,
“There are scores of other groups that
are being excluded from the process,
and that’s why the constitutional pro-
hibition on special legislation came
about. That you can’t favor a select
few to the exclusion of the rest.”

He said he supports a “broad ap-
propriation for an identified purpose.”

“Let there be public notice, an ap-
plication process, merit-based review
and then the funds granted pursuant
to that process,” he said.

While Mr. Robinson is not opposed
to funding the many organizations
included in the budget, he said the
current system is a “patronage” or
“pork” system.

Prior to 2005, when he first regis-
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UNPLUGGED…An artist’s rendering of the Westfield Memorial Library’s pro-
posed wireless lounge space as provided to The Westfield Leader in November 2006.

GW Council to Vote
on Athletic Complex
GARWOOD — The Garwood

council will make a final decision
concerning the athletic field com-
plex proposal at the next meeting to
be held on July 10, at 7 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, Council Cham-
bers, at 403 South Avenue. The plan
is available at garwood.org. The
public is encouraged to attend.

Work Begins at Library;
Building to Reopen by Nov.

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Municipal Library closed its doors
for renovations on June 30 and will
remain completely closed until July
8. On July 9 the children’s section
alone will reopen; the rest of the
library will be closed until the reno-
vations are complete, library officials
said this week.

Library staff began to acknowl-
edge the need for improvements in
late 2003 and early 2004. According
to Library Director Phil Israel, who
became involved in the renovation
planning in September 2003, the adult
fiction collection posed space limita-
tions that prohibited them from add-
ing any new books. The town and
library had agreed to install new car-
peting but knew that they had to have
a plan for when the shelves would be
placed on the new carpet.

Because no one wanted to expand
the existing building, the library’s
board of directors hired a space utili-
zation consultant,  Mr. Israel said. He
said the library staff decided to place
the fiction section on the second floor,
where the microfilm and back issues
of magazines had been. This space,
which totaled an estimated 850 square
feet, had been under-utilized since
the microfilm and old magazines
could be found online.

“Several years ago, before I started,
a needs assessment was done and a
couple of things were found. The pub-
lic said that they did not like the large
circulation desk; they thought it was a
barrier. So, during the renovations, the
desk will be made smaller and will
really open up the whole first floor,” he
said.

Mr. Israel said the assessment also
found that the public wanted more
display cases to present materials that
are new or in high demand.

Other areas that will be constructed
include a teen area on the first floor
and an Internet lounge, which will
have café-style seating where people
can bring their laptops and connect to

the Internet.
In the children’s section, the last

piece of the renovation puzzle, there
will be new carpeting and child-sized
furniture.

The library will receive a new paint
job, and there will be new carpeting
on the second floor.

The Westfield library was built in
1988. The current appearance of the
library has not changed since then; it
has not been painted and there has
been no new furniture added.

“One thing I like to note when
talking about this is that it was a good
use of space since [the library] could
last this long without the need for
renovations,” Mr. Israel said.

The total cost of the project is
$700,000. The library is financing it
in a number of ways; for instance, the
ad hoc committee of the Friends of
the Library raised $270,000.

“The public was very generous in
their donations, which is greatly ap-
preciated,” Mr. Israel said.

Other funding is coming from the
2006 and 2007 library operating bud-
get, library reserves and a loan of
$150,000 from the town, which the
library will pay back through its op-
erating budget over a period of years.
There will be no new taxes as a result
of the construction, Mr. Israel said.

The entire project will take about
three and a half months. During this
period, the library encourages the
public to take advantage of other li-
braries in Middlesex and Union coun-
ties that will honor the Westfield
Memorial Library’s library cards.
Although the children’s section will
reopen July 9, there may be some
sporadic closings throughout the pro-
cess, especially in September, offi-
cials said. Officials hope the renova-
tions will be completed in late Octo-
ber or early November, at which point
the entire library will reopen.

“The staff is excited and nervous,
which goes for me too,” Mr. Israel said.
“We hope that the public will like what
we’re doing and we hope they’ll under-

Local Cable Channels at Center Of
Comcast-Verizon Service Dispute

By KELSI BROWNING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Local customers of the
new Verizon FiOS (fiber-optic) ser-
vice may have realized their pack-
ages do not include local access chan-
nels such as Westfield’s TV-36 and
Scotch Plains’s TV-34. The loss of
local channels is the result of a dis-
pute between Comcast, the local fran-
chisee, and Verizon, which is now

offering cable service.
Last week, local state Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
asked the state’s Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU), which regulates the cable
business, to look into the dispute.

As a result of bill number S-192/A-
804, passed nearly six months ago in
the New Jersey State Legislature to
allow for competition with cable pro-
viders, Verizon and other companies

have developed alternate cable ser-
vices. However, Verizon customers
currently do not have access to local
cable channels.

“As I understood the bill when we
voted, it allowed for other companies
like Verizon to gain access to these
local channels to encourage competi-
tion,” Mr. Bramnick told The Westfield
Leader. “It’s really a question of safety
and practicality; people should be
able to know about school closings
and other updates.”

In a press release put out last Thurs-
day, Mr. Bramnick said Verizon sub-
scribers are “shocked that after chang-
ing to a new provider they are not
receiving their local-access channels.
Furthermore, they have received no
information as to when they will re-
ceive these channels.”

Fred DeAndrea, Comcast’s New Jer-
sey spokesman, said, “Verizon is oper-
ating under the misconception that they
need access into Comcast’s facilities to
provide the local access channels.”

Comcast officials said the aforemen-
tioned state statute voted on by the New
Jersey State Legislature requires
Verizon to offer Public Education and
Government channels (PEGs), to its
customers. Because the content of these
channels originates from the munici-
pality, Comcast said it should not be
involved in negotiations.

However, Verizon spokesman Rich
Young said, “The Statewide Fran-
chise Law clearly states that we must
provide PEG channels to our custom-
ers. However, it also states that we
must create an interconnection agree-
ment with the local provider. We’ve
made many attempts, but Comcast
will not cooperate. This needs to hap-
pen as soon as possible.”

Mark Nevins, a spokesperson for
the New Jersey Cable Telecommuni-
cations Association, said in response,
“Verizon lacks credibility. From the
beginning, they have been dragging
their feet with providing PEGs be-
cause it costs them money. Comcast
has made several other interconnec-
tion agreements in the past. This is
just Verizon irresponsibly blaming
Comcast.”

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU…School and town officials thank Westfield Superintendent of
Schools William Foley during a retirement dinner held in his honor at the Echo
Lake Country Club on June 21.

Town, State Health Officials
Look Into WF Drowning

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield and
state health officials, as well as the
Westfield Police Department are con-
tinuing their investigation into the
June 21 drowning of a 6-year-old  at
the Manor Park Swim Club (MPSC).

Since the death of David Konig, 6,
of Brooklyn, the Westfield Regional
Health Department, in conjunction
with the Public Health, Sanitation
and Safety Program Division of the
New Jersey Department of Health
and Special Services, has been inves-
tigating the pool’s procedures, offi-
cials told The Westfield Leader.

However, the police investigation
is on hold while officials await the
autopsy report, said Westfield Police
Captain Cliff Auchter.

According to Kenneth Pincus, prin-
cipal registered environmental health
specialist for the Westfield Regional

Health Department, “We’re still work-
ing on our paperwork.” The state con-
firmed receiving a report on July 2.

Despite the continuing investigation,
Mr. Pincus said when the pool reopened
that it was “okay to be open.” He con-
tinued, “At this point, (MPSC) is under
normal state code from the state.”

MPSC member and Westfield resi-
dent Heather Linken said she had
seen several changes at the pool fol-
lowing the drowning.

“I noticed that an officer or investi-
gator had been there, and the pool
was looking into buying an AED (Au-
tomatic External Defibrillator) be-
cause there wasn’t one there at the
time,” she said.

“The incident was a shock to every-
one,” Ms. Linken continued. But, she
said, “During the incident, commu-
nity members really stepped up to
help. But obviously we, and I mean
everyone, were unprepared. I’m hop-
ing now we have higher standards.”

Dennis Reinhard, manager of
Nomahegan Swim Club, a private
swim club in Westfield, explained the
effects of the drowning beyond
MPSC. Mr. Reinhard said that a lot of
the guards at Nomahegan Swim Club,
along with many other area pools, are
young and need to learn from the
Manor Park incident the importance
of their positions.

“Since the Manor Park incident,

Courtesy of Lawrence Showfety
IT’S MAGIC...“Will the Magician,” Will Fern from Team Magic, delights children during last week’s annual picnic for
patients from Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside, sponsored by the Westfield Jaycees and held at the home
of Keith Hertell in Westfield. See story on page 10.


