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Allegro Project Features
New Artists Magen, Cziger

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Allegro
Project concert series at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains
continues its new season of music
performed by up-and-coming artists
with a performance by Sivan Magen,
harpist, and clarinetist Tibi Cziger
this Sunday, January 28, at 3 p.m.

Cited by the Peninsula Review as
“an artist of the highest order,” Mr.
Cziger was born in Israel in 1981. In
2006, Mr. Cziger became the first
clarinetist ever to be admitted to the
Artist Diploma program at The
Juilliard School.

Mr. Magen’s was the first prize
winner of the 16th International Harp
Contest in Israel in which he has also

won the Propes Prize and the Renié
prize for the best performances. Mr
Magen is the first Israeli to have won
this contest in its 47 years of exist-
ence.

The Allegro Project, the brainchild
of Michael Spassov, artistic director,
will conclude this season on Sunday,
April 22, with a performance by Eric
Nowlin, a viola virtuoso.

Tickets for all performances are
$15 in advance and $20 at the door.
Tickets are available online at
allsaints-spnj.org or by calling (866)
811-4111. Performances will take
place at 3 p.m. at Scotch Plains’ All
Saints’ Church, located at 559 Park
Avenue, with parking in the rear.

Oratorio Society
Invites Singers

AREA – The Oratorio Society will
present their spring concert at 8 p.m.
on Saturday, April 28, at Union Con-
gregational Church, located on Coo-
per Avenue in Upper Montclair.

The program will feature Carmina
Burana by Carl Orff. Rehearsals for
the spring concert will begin on Tues-
day, January 30, at 7:30 p.m., at Ce-
dar Grove High School.

Scores will be available at the first
rehearsal. The Oratorio welcomes
new voices as well as returning sing-
ers. Men are especially welcome for
Carmina Burana for the “In Taberna”
section, the all-male section II.

No audition is necessary, although
choral experience is beneficial. Yearly
dues are $50. (Seniors and students
are $40.) Rehearsals continue on Tues-
day evenings from 8 to 10 p.m. at
Cedar Grove High School on Rugby
Road.

Anyone interested may call (973)
783-3837 for further information or
log on to oratoriosocietynj.org.

The Theater Project
Tackles Controversy

CRANFORD – Former Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld said on
April 11, 2003: “Stuff happens and
it’s untidy, and freedom’s untidy, and
free people are free to make mistakes
and commit crimes and do bad things.”

Mr. Rumsfeld’s response to the
looting of Baghdad at a press
conference provides the title for David
Hare’s recent history play Stuff
Happens, about the process leading
up to the invasion of Iraq.

In a joint offering, The Theater
Project, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, and 12
Miles West Theatre Company in
Bloomfield will present a staged read-
ing of this new play.

An ensemble cast of actors will
create the more than 40 characters in
a script in hand, staged reading of this
reconstruction of the conversations
that led to war in Iraq.

Performances will be tonight, Janu-
ary 25, at 8 p.m. at 12 Miles West
Center for the Arts and Friday, January
26, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 27,
at 3 p.m. at The Theater Project.

Suggested donation is $5. The
Theater Project is located on the
campus of Union County College at
1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. For reservations or infor-
mation, call The Theater Project at
(908) 659-5189 or visit
TheTheaterProject.com

LOC Young Artists
Present Hansel and Gretel

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company (LOC) of New Jersey, a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), will present
four productions of Hansel and Gretel
during the month of February.

Members of the LOC Young Artist
Program, a tuition-free educational
program in which students receive
training in voice, languages, diction,
acting, movement and production,
will perform all roles.

These students, hailing from Union,
Middlesex, Essex and Morris coun-
ties, often perform side by side with
professional opera singers in fully
staged productions. This presenta-
tion of Hansel and Gretel is their
opportunity to display the skills and
talents they have derived from this
experience.

Hansel and Gretel is the fairy-tale
opera based on the story of the Brothers
Grimm. The well-known fairy tale was
first set to music by German composer
Engelbert Humperdinck in the 1890s
and has become a favorite to introduce
children to the world of opera.

Maureen Monroe, a member of the
Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
who holds a Master of Music degree in
vocal performance from the New En-
gland Conservatory of Music, will di-
rect Hansel and Gretel. The soprano
has also performed with the Boston
Opera, Lake George Opera Company,
Opera Excelsior and the Longy Op-
era. This will be Ms. Monroe’s direct-
ing debut with the LOC.

Mark Hyczko, the musical director

for Hansel and Gretel, holds a gradu-
ate degree from the Mannes College
of Music in Manhattan. A skillfull
accompanyist, Mr. Hyczko is the mu-
sic director of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Freehold.

The cast of Hansel and Gretel in-
cludes Carianne Bennet, Dan Berman,
Catherine Bruno, Pauline Brunson,
Katie Cockrell, Ariel Cohen, Cara
Costa, Holly Curran, Ilyssa De Ponte,
Isabel DoCampo, Anna Dugan, Joe
Dugan, Justin Gaines, Sam Hayes,
Stephanie Helfgott, Zack Love, Luke
Mairo, Paige Mankin, Daniel Maran,
Joey Maran, Pam Marks, Hannah
McRoberts, Aleta Nadolny, Matteo
Neri, Jackie Nichols, Leo Powell,
Briana Redmont, Andria Redmont,
Melissa Reigel, Andrea Roberts, Ariel
Sheridan, Katie Sullivan, Colleen
Szurkowski, Sarah Szoller and Amy
Winograd.

The February 3 productions will
take place at both 1 and 7 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

The February 17 performances are
also at 1 and 7 p.m. at the First Pres-
byterian Church at 11 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford. Tickets for Hansel
and Gretel, priced at $10 for adults
and $5 for children ages 10 and
younger, can be purchased at the door
or at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street.

For information on the LOC, or
any program of the NJWA, call (908)
789-9696 or view them at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Alberta Machese — Wise
In Years, Young at Heart
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Anyone who doubts the
oft-repeated adage, “age is just a num-
ber,” should meet Alberta Machese, a
docent at Union County College’s
Tomasulo Art Gallery.

Mrs. Machese, who will only say that
she is “around 90,” reports to her job at
the gallery every day that it is open.

Possessing an energetic spirit and a
zest for life that is sometimes hard to
find in people half her age, Mrs.
Machese is an inspiration to all she
meets.

She joined the Union County Col-
lege community as an employee in
the 1970s, working first as a
telemarketer and a recruiter.

Shortly thereafter, Mrs. Machese,
who dropped out of East Side High
School in Newark at 16 to help her
family by working in an umbrella
factory, began taking courses at the
college.

“There is so much to learn these
days,” she remarked. “Today’s chil-
dren know so much more than what I
knew at their ages.”

One of the ways Mrs. Machese
keeps up with the times is by starting
a conversation with everyone who
comes into the Tomasulo Gallery.

But conversing with others is just
one of the ways she expands her
knowledge of the world.

She also satisfies her voracious
curiosity and appetite for knowledge
by reading historical books and watch-
ing reality television.

“There are so many different things
to learn about,” she said.

A pianist as a young woman, Mrs.
Machese favored music over art in
her younger days.

However, meeting the various art-
ists who have exhibited at Tomasulo
over the years has broadened her ar-
tistic perspective.

She always incorporates what she
learns from the artists into the short
presentations she gives to the gallery
visitors.

Mrs. Machese also includes her
own interpretations of the exhibited
art in her presentations, providing her
viewers with an alternative perspec-
tive of the exhibit.

Mrs. Machese, who has a daughter
and two granddaughters, loves to work
at Union County College because “it
makes me feel good to be out with
young people.”

And while most of her time these
days is spent either at Tomasulo Art
Gallery or at home with her two cats,
Mrs. Machese relates she was once
an avid traveler.

“I took a lot of trips with the col-
lege,” she says, adding that she has
traveled extensively throughout the
United States as well as Europe.

The wonder of this remarkable
woman is not lost on Valeri Larko, the
curator of Tomasulo Art Gallery.

“Alberta is amazing and an inspira-
tion to many of us at Union County
College. Her dedication and love of
both art and people makes what she
does for the Tomasulo Gallery ex-
tremely important,” she said.

An extraordinary vitality, compel-
ling curiosity and a love of people
keep Mrs. Machese returning to
Tomasulo Art Gallery day after day.

Is retirement in her future? Not if
Mrs. Machese has anything to say
about it.

“I want to work here at the gallery
until I’m 100,” she said

WORLD POWERS…Rick Delaney, Lenny Bart and Andre DeSandies play Prime
Minister Tony Blair, President George W. Bush and Former Secretary of State
Colin Powell in Stuff Happens by David Hare, showing on January 25, 26 and 27.
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MATRIARCH...Alberta Machese, a docent at Union County College’s (UCC)
Tomasulo Art Gallery, joined the UCC community in the 1970s and says she
wants to work until she’s 100.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

The dictionary defines blackmail
thusly: “Extortion of money or some-
thing else of value from a person by
the threat of exposing a criminal act
or discreditable information.” But you
who wish to see the sin dramatized,
make sure to catch director Richard
Eyre’s highly entertaining and equally
disturbing Notes on a Scandal.

Screenwriter Patrick Marber’s eye-
opening and meditative adaptation of
Zoe Heller’s novel reminds to what
dark depths the human heart can sink.
Especially if it’s lonely, without pur-
pose or simply mad.

Meet the Dickensian-named Bar-
bara Covett, a longtime teacher at
London’s St. George’s School and
self-described battleaxe, magnifi-
cently played by Judi Dench. At first
blush you kind of like the old gal.
Forthcoming and take charge, doubt-
less she’s the sort of anchor who
keeps institutions and traditions alive.

Granted, she’s acerbic and pessi-
mistic. But it just has to be a front.

Which is exactly what Sheba Hart
(Cate Blanchett), the peach-complex-
ioned new teacher, figures. Miss
Covett’s direct antithesis, she is a
delicate beauty, a princess, the daugh-
ter of a famous, wealthy economist.

The halls and teachers lounge are
abuzz with speculation. She probably
doesn’t even have to work for a living.

The senior teacher is characteristi-
cally dismissive about all the fuss. But
in truth, arrogant Barbara feels that
only she deserves the company of this
fresh presence. She sets about to be-
friend Sheba in all the acceptable ways.

Of course, that’s before the story
lifts a rock on Miss Blanchett’s su-
per-scrubbed cause celebre and
glimpses a shortcut. Only Barbara
and we know. Oh, and one other.

It is properly ironic that the ingénue
pottery instructor’s secret is the tin-
der that ignites the film’s chain reac-
tion of bad behavior. Far more sur-
prising is the nature of her transgres-
sion. Even blasé Barbara is taken
back a bit by the information she
quite accidentally unearths.

Not that Miss Covett doesn’t, as if
by second nature, immediately hatch
a plan to profit by her newfound
knowledge. Shivers, she’s real good
at it, too. So much so that while it
should put Dench in the running for
an Oscar, the more paranoid among
viewers might just nominate to mull
some of their own friends’ motives.

It’s unnerving stuff, alright. Yet, for
all the unseemliness paraded before
our flustered sense of values, director
Eyre manages a Hitchcockian
puckishness to help temper the pitiable
divulgences and unremitting tension.

Notes on a Scandal:
Blackmail, She Wrote

Most disconcerting is the everyday
ease with which Barbara plies her
ugly stratagems…the relative acces-
sibility of her treachery. There is no
special equipment needed, no mis-
siles, rare poisons or complicated
confederacies. Just a lack of con-
science will do nicely.

Meanwhile, assuring that she won’t
tell, the controlling old witch has
methodically inveigled her way into
Sheba’s life as chief confidante,
mother confessor and whatever else
comes to mind. Now a regular guest
at the Hart home, her presence has
begun to confound the other family
members.

Making it all the more difficult,
things there, as Barbara had earlier
discovered, don’t reflect the ultrachic
image Sheba casts at school. Kindly
husband Richard (Bill Nighy), a
homebody 20 years Sheba’s senior, is
hardly the debonair prince one might
have expected.

Further bursting the balloon, daugh-
ter Polly (Juno Temple) supplies the
usual challenges attendant to teen-
aged moodiness and angst. And son
Ben (Max Lewis) has Down’s Syn-
drome.

Barbara, always looking to fatten
her advantage, plumbs the golden
girl’s less obvious travails in the ca-
thartic tell-all sessions that follow.
Particulars concerning Sheba’s dis-
dain for her mother only make her a
more vulnerable candidate for ma-
nipulation.

Covett kvells with the inroad. It’s
her idea of friendship, ill gotten or
not. Compounding the guilt is the
hubris that compels her to chronicle
these incriminating “notes on a scan-
dal” in her diary.

But whoa, Nelly. Let’s not let the
older teacher’s actions cause us to
forget what put the whole shameful
affair into motion in the first place.

Poor, attractive and stressed out,
Sheba has broken one of society’s
rules. A real big one. Only Solomon
the Wise could say whose offense is
the more egregious.

Sure, a professor of ethics could
easily devote several semesters to a
comparative study of the interrelated
crimes. But alas, pun fully intended,
the findings would be academic at
best. We’re taught early on that two
wrongs don’t make a right. Though in
the case of Notes on a Scandal, they
certainly can make for a powerful,
thought-provoking night at the mov-
ies.

* * * *
Notes on a Scandal, rated R, is a

Fox Searchlight Pictures release di-
rected by Richard Eyre and stars Judi
Dench, Cate Blanchett and Bill Nighy.
Running time: 98 minutes
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By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What Downtown Westfield could
use is a sports bar with a big-screen
television where football fans could
chill out and watch Super Bowl XLI
on Sunday, February 4.

The closest thing to this would have
to be Sweet Waters Steak House on
Elm Street, which will be open on
Super Bowl Sunday and its bar has a
large TV. Football fans who do not
want to host their own party or who
are not attending one might find them-
selves in Scotch Plains at The Stage
House’s Tavern or in Fanwood at Sun
Tavern, where the atmosphere is con-
ducive for cheering on your favorite
team.

Super Bowl has become one of the
most widely watched television
broadcasts since the first game was
played on January 15, 1967, attract-
ing 80 to 90 million American view-
ers. The name Super Bowl naturally
evolved from the “bowl-games”
played in postseason college foot-
ball.

Super Bowl parties have developed
into events involving men and women,
as well as children, family and friends
– everybody gets into the act. The
party usually begins long before the 6
p.m. kickoff and continues through-
out the evening until a winner has
been determined. Win or lose, when
the game is over, so is the party.

A versatile dish that has become a
traditional Super Bowl Sunday fa-
vorite is chili con carne. Put a big pot
of chili on the stove in the afternoon
and serve hot chili to your guests all
day.

It is hot and satisfying served with
crackers and monterey jack cheese
sprinkled on top, or smother a hotdog
on a bun with it. Serve it alone with
Tostitos chips or use it in a layered dip
with guacamole, salsa, sour cream,
cheese and olives. It’s a winner
amongst football fans everywhere and
so are these savory chicken wings
and the layered Mexican dip.

BLUE CHEESE DRESSING
*The longer the dressing chills, the better

melded the ingredients will become.  It is a
good idea to make the blue cheese dressing
hours or even days before using.  However, it
will taste fine even if it is prepared 30 minutes
before use.

INGREDIENTS

4 ounces crumbled blue cheese
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 tablespoon whole milk
½ teaspoon canola oil
Dash of salt and pepper

PROCEDURE

In a small mixing bowl, combine all the
ingredients.  Chill for at least 30 minutes.

CHILI CON CARNE
*This is a hearty robust dish that can be

seasoned to various degrees of spiciness by
increasing or decreasing the amount of chili
powder and red pepper.  This recipe will yield
a mild chili with wonderful flavor.

INGREDIENTS

1 pound ground beef
1 pound sausage, removed from casing
3 garlic cloves, sliced
2- 28-ounce cans crushed tomatoes
1- 15-ounce can red kidney beans
3 bay leaves
3 tablespoons chili powder
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 tablespoon light brown sugar
¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper
¼ teaspoon salt
Shredded Monterey Jack cheese (optional)

PROCEDURE

In a large skillet, brown the beef and sau-
sage. To remove the sausage from the casing,
slice the sausage casing lengthwise along the
length of the sausage.  The meat will easily tear
free. Crumble into the pan along with the beef
and the garlic.  Sauté the crumbled beef and
sausage until browned.  Transfer to a large pot
and add the crushed tomatoes and red kidney
beans. Add the bay leaves, chili, cumin, brown
sugar, red pepper and salt.  Stir and cover.
Simmer for at least 30 minutes before serving.
Serve hot with shredded cheese, if desired.

Yield:  approximately 10 bowls

LAYERED MEXICAN DIP
INGREDIENTS

1 cup sour cream
1 pound ground beef or 1 cup chili
*16 ounces guacamole
8 ounces medium salsa
1 small can (3.8 ounces) sliced black pearl

olives
Shredded Monterey Jack cheese (optional)

PROCEDURE

Sauté the beef in a large skillet until browned
making sure to mash into small pieces. In a
nine-inch round Pyrex or pie plate, spread the
sour cream on the bottom.  Add the beef or chili
and spoon over the sour cream.  Spread the
salsa on top making sure to cover the beef/chili
layer.  Spread the guacamole on top and top
with the olives. Sprinkle the cheese on top, if
using.  Serve with Tostitos chips.

* Homemade guacamole or store bought
guacamole both work well in this dish.   I like
to use Trader Joe’s guacamole, which comes in
two eight-ounce packets in a box and is really
excellent.

SAVORY CHICKEN WINGS
INGREDIENTS

4 pounds chicken wings
1 bottle (12 ounces) beer
½ cup ketchup
2 small cans (6 ounce) tomato paste
1 cup dark brown sugar
2 teaspoons ground mustard
2 teaspoons ground ginger
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
Dash of pepper.

PROCEDURE

Rinse the wings and place in a large bowl.
Pour beer over the wings. Add the ketchup,
tomato paste, brown sugar, mustard, ginger,
nutmeg and pepper. Stir until all pieces are
coated. Marinate overnight or for as many hours
as possible. Place wings on a baking dish and
broil on middle rack in a preheated oven at 375
degrees for one hour. Turn to 400 degrees and
broil for an additional 15 minutes or until wings
are browned. Serve with blue cheese dip.

Chili Con Carne

Savory Chicken Wings

WHS Drama Teaches
How to Succeed

WESTFIELD –Rehearsals have be-
gun for the Westfield High School
(WHS) spring musical production of
How To Succeed In Business Without
Really Trying.

How To Succeed is the story of J.
Pierrepont Finch, an ambitious win-
dow washer who climbs the corpo-
rate ladder using tips from his handy
guidebook as the quickest route to
success. With a Frank Loesser score
featuring such songs as “I Believe In
You” and “Brotherhood of Man”, the
show draws similarities to Guys and
Dolls, another Loesser Broadway hit.

Directed by WHS drama teacher
Darlene White and assisted by musi-
cal director Eric Johnston and chore-
ographer Lauren Hansen, the cast fea-
tures students Greg Nelson as Finch,
Arielle Smelkinson as Rosemary,
Aaron Eisenberg as Bud Frump, Max
Lazar as Biggley, Patrina Caruana as
Smitty, Mia Pafumi as Hedy and Ellen
Scariati as Miss Jones. Charlie Tripp
serves as stage manager.

Performances are scheduled for
March 1, 2 and 3. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-4500.

IT’S SHOW TIME…With just one day left before the curtain rises on the
Washington School’s annual show, Stick to the Status Quo, performers fine tune
their roles at a dress rehearsal. Tickets are still available for the Friday and
Saturday evening performances at 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School. This
year’s show is the 59th annual installment of this fundraiser performed by the
talented parents of Washington School. Tickets can be purchased at the door (box
office at Roosevelt) on the night of the show.

Town Book Stores Hosts
MS’s Timothy Benford

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host two Meet
and Greet book signings for local
authors on Saturday, February 3.

Timothy Benford, a Mountainside
resident, will appear from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. to autograph copies of his
most recent work “To Kill a Prin-
cess: The Diana Plot.”

The Westfield Leader’s Marylou
Morano reviewed the work in its  Janu-
ary 4 edition. This is a novel of con-
spiracy, betrayal, real facts and richly
detailed incidents from Diana’s life
told in parallel with a multi-plot fic-
tional story.

Bedminster resident and
Bernardsville native Gordon Thomas
Ward will appear from 2 to 4 p.m. to
autograph copies of his book “A Bit
of Earth: Preserving Childhood, His-

tory, and a Sense of Place.”
Filled with layer upon layer of his-

tory, “A Bit of Earth” portrays the
emotional texture of the land, the
character of the atmosphere and the
reverence for the people who had
walked the same ground that Mr. Ward
once called home in the Somersetin
section of Bernardsville. Additional
information about Mr. Ward’s works
can be found at gtwservices.com.

The public is invited to meet both
authors in The Town Book Store’s
new location at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If unable
to attend these events, feel free to
call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 and reserve autographed
copies of the authors’ most recent
works.


