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21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

The famous novelist and New Jer-
sey resident, F. Scott Fitzgerald once
quipped: “Half of New Jersey is un-
der water and the other half is under
surveillance.”

Decades later, this statement, sadly,
still rings true. As the headlines will
attest, corruption in New Jersey isn’t
just history. Last year, one group rated
New Jersey as the most corrupt state
in the nation.

We all agree that much needs to be
done to revive the public’s faith that
New Jersey government at all levels
is acting in the public’s interest, rather
than in the financial interests of a few.
And there is a consensus on two sig-
nificant steps in that direction:

End the practice of using govern-
ment contracts to lure campaign con-
tributions, by banning “pay-to-play –
you pay us campaign money and we’ll
give you lucrative contracts” – across
the board. This political bartering of
taxpayer money distorts the decision-
making process and costs New Jersey
residents an estimated $1 billion a
year in unnecessary and inflated con-
tracts.

Prohibit “wheeling,” or the trans-
ferring of political money between
county political organizations. This
allows powerbrokers to expand the
sphere of influence. It also leads to
decisions in one county being made
not in the best interest of the local
residents but for what is best for the
powerbroker whose home base is 100
miles away.

I have been an ardent advocate of
these reforms since my first days in
the Legislature, when mine was one
of the few voices calling for reform.
Now they have the public support of
most of the legislators in both houses.
For the past several years, there has
been little doubt that if posted for a
vote, comprehensive bans on pay-to-
play and wheeling would be approved
overwhelmingly.

That’s exactly why un-elected

An Automobile is Just as Dangerous
As Carrying a Loaded Gun

Last week, three teens and a 68-year-
old woman lost their lives in a tragic
automobile accident. Saturday morning,
a 20-year-old woman was killed when
she struck a utility pole on Route 22. Each
day, we hear about people losing their
lives in traffic accidents.

After a major accident, we get a flurry
of proposed new regulations to prevent
accidents from happening again. Some
blame the police for not giving out more
tickets while others say we need more
traffic lights or better roads. The one
thing we fail to consider is personal re-
sponsibility.

Whenever there is an accident, we look
for an excuse. No one forces the driver do
75 mph in a 45 mph zone. Anyone who
drives on the Garden State Parkway or NJ
Turnpike can’t go five miles without see-
ing cars weaving across lanes or cutting

others off on a regular basis. The police
do a good job, but they can’t be every-
where all the time. It is time to stop
making excuses and start taking personal
responsibility.

Learning to be responsible begins at
home and should be reinforced in the
schools. We don’t allow people to carry
weapons; yet, we allow people to drive a
car, which causes more injuries and deaths
than all the guns and knives combined.
Being killed in an automobile accident
has become an acceptable way to die or be
injured.

Every person, young and old, needs to
remember that an automobile is just as
dangerous as a loaded gun. Think about it
the next time you get behind the wheel.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Government Ethics Reform
Long Overdo in NJ

Democratic powerbrokers have never
allowed these measures an up-or-
down vote.

As a candidate, Governor Jon
Corzine promised to end this stand-
off. Candidate Corzine had said he
was committed to doing whatever it
would take to enact strict bans on
pay-to-play and wheeling.

Now a year into his term, Governor
Corzine has not delivered on that
promise. His recent State of the State
speech again called for bans on wheel-
ing and pay-to-play, but the governor’s
words haven’t translated into action.
Is his inability to deliver a failure of
leadership or evidence that his com-
mitment to ethical reform was only
rhetorical?

This shouldn’t be a partisan issue.
Members of both political parties have
made headlines in the past year for
abusing the public trust. We all have
a stake in making government more
honest and the political system fairer,
which will lead to government acting
on behalf of the collective good rather
than the special interest.

Bans on wheeling and pay-to-play
would also contribute to the goal of
lowering property taxes by prevent-
ing local leaders from using the tax-
payer money to pay back their cam-
paign contributors.

I believe New Jersey can become
the brightest of examples in the na-
tion for clean government.

This may be difficult to accom-
plish, but I believe it is achievable.
The 18 Republican senators are united
in support of these reforms. Our par-
liamentary attempts to have these re-
forms added to the agenda have been
blocked by Democratic leaders.

The time has come for Governor
Corzine to fulfill his promises and
prevail upon legislative leaders to post
these bills, which would make New
Jersey government at all levels more
efficient, more responsive and more
accountable.

School Needs More
Imagined Than Real
I was taken aback by the Westfield

Board of Education’s recent missive, the
front of which bears a picture with cap-
tion “Why is this Music Class in the
Kitchen?” I asked myself why, while a
student at the Juilliard School, I did my
harmony and counterpoint exercises on
the New York subways. And why Mozart
did his compositional studies in stage-
coaches.

The “needs” of the Westfield Public
Schools are  — and have always been, I’m
afraid — more imagined than real. What
our students need is not more pampering,
but better teaching.

Ferdinand Gajewski,
Westfield

Host Family Needed for
WF Student from Spain

A student from Spain is now attending
Westfield High School. Her current fam-
ily is unable to continue hosting her for
the remainder of the school year. So, PAX
Academic Exchange program is looking
for a new home for five months so she can
continue to fulfill her dream of studying
in the U.S.

She is a sweet young lady who likes
sports, is interested in learning about our
culture and sharing hers. Single-parent,
two-parent and retiree families are en-
couraged to apply.

Contact Gloria Montalto PAX Com-
munity coordinator, (908) 276 0292.

Gloria Montalto
CranfordIt is so Bad that Governor Corzine

Is Afraid to Leave the New Jersey?
As a member of the Joint Legislative

Committee on Public Employee Benefits
Reform during last summer’s property
tax special session, I had high hopes that
the Legislature was finally making
progress toward real property-tax reform.

In recent weeks, it has become appar-
ent that this process is at risk of becoming
a complete failure. If Democratic legisla-
tors are not stopped from chipping away
at these reform proposals, we will be left
with nothing to show for this summer’s
hearings. More importantly, the cost sav-
ings that were vital to any plan to reduce
property tax bills will be lost.

When the four property-tax reform
committees issued reports in mid-No-
vember, we made 98 recommendations
that could have resulted in as much as $2
billion in savings. My committee alone
proposed 41 reforms to state worker ben-
efits. The first signs of trouble came late
last November when many of the key
reforms proposed by my committee were
omitted from the bill that was eventually
introduced in the Legislature. Next, Gov-
ernor Corzine sent a letter to Democratic
leaders saying he wanted many of the
remaining reforms removed from the bill
because those issues should be left to
negotiations with the state worker unions.

In the month since then, we have seen
a systematic effort to scale back these
reform proposals. First, the proposal to
eliminate dual office holding was taken
off the table. Then a group of Democratic
Hudson County legislators sought to se-
verely limit the authority of the new state
comptroller by changing that bill to pro-
hibit the comptroller’s office from look-
ing into spending in municipalities or
school districts.

What will be left of this reform when
this process is concluded, and how much
money will we really save now that these
proposals have been watered down? It has
gotten so bad that Governor Corzine is
reportedly afraid to leave the state for he
fears his Democratic colleagues will pass
a watered down reform bill and sign it into
law in his absence. This is absurd.

It is time for the Democrats to get
serious about reform and serious about
property-tax relief. After five years and
35 percent increases in property tax bills,
enough is enough. If the Democrats are
not willing to do the right thing to provide
relief to beleaguered taxpayers, they
should step aside and let Republicans take
our best shot.

Assemblyman Kevin O’Toole
40th Legislative District

Caroling Night, More
Fun than Halloween

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to thank
all those who participated in our annual
Caroling Night on December 6. Thanks
to the involvement of several groups of
parents and children, this was a particu-
larly successful fundraiser.

Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit organi-
zation exclusively for the charitable pur-
pose of providing financial assistance for
medically needy children in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Anyone may make a refer-
ral by writing to the Tiny Tim Fund, Inc.,
P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Special thanks is extended to Tom Britt,
proprietor of the Stage House Inn and
Tavern, who graciously invited us to use
the restaurant as the drop-off site for the
canisters. He and his staff provided deli-
cious refreshments and arranged for the
children to sing throughout the restaurant
to the delight of many patrons.

All who participated agreed that this
was a valuable experience with one jubi-
lant youngster proclaiming that Caroling
Night was, “more fun than Halloween!”

The members of the fund extend our
best wishes for a happy, healthy New
Year and in the words of Tiny Tim, “God
Bless Us Everyone.”

Barbara Anilo, President
Tiny Tim Fund, Fanwood

Lions Club Thanks All
For Tree Sale Success
The Fanwood Lions Club, “the Christ-

mas Tree Club,” wishes to thank all its
benefactors and friends for helping to
make their Christmas tree sale the best
ever. Over $8,000 was raised by the club
members’ hard work and by the public
who continues to return every year to
purchase their Christmas trees.

Many organizations will benefit from
the monies raised at this fundraiser. Not
only are the local students who apply for
financial aid for college helped – as the
club awards three $1,000 scholarships –
but many local charities and primarily the
visually impaired benefit from the funds.

The Lions are always looking for men
and women who will give of their time
and energy to help those less fortunate
than themselves. Contact your local club,
join, and be toasted to “Not above you,
not beneath you, but with you.”

Lion Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood

Community Thanked
For Donating Toys

I wish to express my sincere appre-
ciation for the many gifts donated to
the 28th Annual Weichert, Realtors
Toy Drive.

The kindhearted generosity of the
public this year helped us brighten
the holiday season for many disad-
vantaged children. The communities
served by Weichert, Realtors came
together to generously contribute
more than 37,500 toys and other items,
which were donated to local chari-
ties.

On behalf of Weichert, Realtors, I
extend our warmest thanks to the
people of the greater metropolitan
area, and your community, for their
continued support.

James Weichert
President Weichert Realtors

Morris Plains

Red Cross Seeks Help for Elizabeth
Fire Victims of This Weekend

On the heels of Saturday’s devastating
fire on Spring Street in Elizabeth, the Tri-
County Chapter of the American Red
Cross was again called upon to assist
victims of a blaze on Marshall Street in
Elizabeth, which has left four families
homeless.

One dozen Red Cross disaster services
personnel were involved during
Saturday’s working to ensure that the 16
families, including 30 adults and 22 chil-
dren, displaced by the fire were safe and
had adequate shelter. The chapter issued
over $10,000 in vouchers to those fami-
lies to cover their emergent needs.

As news of the Spring Street fire spread,

members of the community have reached
out to offer their assistance, including the
administrators of Lafayette School 6
where many of the children attend school.
The Red Cross is looking to raise money
for the victims from members of the com-
munity.

Monetary donations, as well as cloth-
ing, can be made by contacting the Red
Cross at (908) 756-6414. The Tri-County
Chapter has served residents in Middlesex,
Somerset and Union Counties for 85 years.

Alan Karmin
American Red Cross

Plainfield

Is Bravado of Rhetoric Shielded
By Pretense and Dysfunction?

New Jersey legislative action in the Senate that  would
reform state government to overcome system abuse and
reverse collapsing financials continues to be paltry and
self-serving. The legislators persist in showing disdain
for the public in believing that they have absolute power
to maintain their positions, regardless of the intensity of
civic outrage.

After months of special committee meetings to define
the problems and propose solutions, the Legislature de-
liberates now only to neuter each viable recommendation.
Further, they wriggle in every conceivable manner to
confuse and distract the public into believing that they are
actually doing something.

At times, we get tired of writing about this. Perhaps, the
public is tired of hearing about this too. Maybe, it’s a
strategy or tactic by the abusers to wear out the public. We
urge you not to stop, though, until meaningful action
comes about. The public must be tenacious, become more
involved and assert themselves. We urge you to do so by
writing and calling your representatives, the governor and

news outlets.
Things can get better by making it clear that integrity

with common sense is the best way to go for us all. Some
legislators are coming around and getting bolder, but they
remain in the minority. We urge the public to increase the
intensity of dissent until reformers become the majority.

It can happen. There is hope. There are 40 state senators
with 22 holding the majority and locking in the status quo,
which prevents reform. The minority of 18 professing
reform needs only three senators to switch and join them.
Would this new majority really change things? Or is the
bravado of their rhetoric shielded by pretense and dys-
function?

The citizens of New Jersey don’t need this twaddle, this
mockery. Unfortunately, we’ve been asleep for too long;
thus, leading to the seriousness of the situation. Muster
the courage to restore your honor and respect. Start now.

We thank Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman
Kevin O’Toole for submitting letters to the editor on this
important issue and encourage the public to do likewise.

Over the past few years, traffic and
pedestrian safety has been a concern
of Westfield residents and a priority
for the town council. I strongly be-
lieve that the improvements that we
have made in this area have signifi-
cantly bettered the quality of life for
our community. While conditions
have improved, we still have much
work to do.

Two years ago, during my first ten-
ure as chair of the town council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee, we selected eight
traffic “hot spot” locations around
town that were in need of safety en-
hancements. These locations were
identified after getting input from citi-
zens, our police department and
school officials. We then formed the
Citizens’ Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee. This committee consisted
of residents, town professionals and
members of the town council. Its mis-
sion was to “improve the overall con-
dition of traffic in Westfield — a key
quality of life concern.”

The committee gathered informa-
tion as to specific traffic-safety prob-
lems at the locations, held numerous
meeting to listen to comments and
concerns of residents, reviewed pro-
posed solutions, and made recom-
mendations to the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com
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By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3

Westfield Council News

Ideas and Volunteers Sought
For Traffic Safety Comm.

As a result of this process, traffic
safety improvements were achieved,
which were consistent with the char-
acter of the respective neighborhood,
effective and relatively inexpensive.
Over the past year, we worked on
implementing these solutions. Most
of the work is completed, with the
exception of areas where we are coor-
dinating with the county and state to
get the work done.

We are now in the process of iden-
tifying new areas that have traffic or
pedestrian-safety concerns. Over the
next month, I will reach out to resi-
dents and traffic-safety professionals
in town to determine approximately
four to six locations that would ben-
efit from an evaluation of potential
traffic-safety enhancements.

If you are aware of such a location
or would like to be considered for
appointment to the Citizens Traffic
Safety Advisory Committee, please
e-mail me at
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov.

Over the next year, I look forward
to working with residents, our town
professionals and my colleagues on
the council to enhance public aware-
ness of traffic and pedestrian safety
and to work to achieve appropriate,
effective and inexpensive safety en-
hancements so that we can build on
the progress that we have made in this
area.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatine – Resembling a duck
2. Crispin – A shoemaker
3. Querl – To coil or wind round
4. Traulism – A stammering

SPRUIT
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. A small stream or creek that is often

dry
3. A small human forest denizen; an elf
4. A roof prop used in a coal mine

PILUM
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
3. The paragraph symbol
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
MEED

1. Reward or merit
2. Withered or emaciated
3. Grief, sorrow
4. A wedge

RUMAL
1. A handkerchief
2. A small brook or rivulet
3. In India, a peasant or tenant farmer
4. A package in which pepper and other

dry products are imported

Creative
Writing Contest

See the Bernard
Heeney Creative Writ-

ing Contest details at:
www.goleader.com/tiw/contest

Intern Program Note
See the Leader/Times summer in-

ternship program details at:
www.goleader.com/internship

It’s Time to Rethink Westfield’s Speed Bumps
Over the last three years, Gallows Hill

Road (GHR) and other roads in town have
experimented with speed bumps that were
intended to make our local roads safer. As
a ten year long resident of Gallows Hill
Road, I can assure you the speed bumps
have had the opposite effect.

During last week’s snow flurry, a fairly
serious accident occurred at the western
bump when a car braked to slow at the
bump then lost control and skidded into
another oncoming vehicle. The accident
resulted in serious damage to both ve-
hicles that resulted in both being towed.

If the bump had not been there, there
would have been no need to brake, and the
vehicles would have likely passed each
other without incident. This is not the first
time a collision has occurred as a result of
the bumps. On at least two other occa-
sions, I have witnessed rear-end colli-
sions when a car slowed as it approached
the bump and the car behind didn’t react
quickly enough. There was no logical
reason for the first car to break from the
second cars point-of-view and the second
vehicle rear-ended the first.

These are just three incidents I have

seen myself. My guess is there have been
others. In addition, the displeasure that
drivers have for the bumps creates a situ-
ation where the drivers that use the road
are often overly aggressive – speed bump
related road rage, I gather. I have even
seen a mother on a cell phone in a mini-
van with her kids strapped in the back
pass another vehicle at the bump going at
least 45 miles an hour.

Passing at the speed bumps is another
common problem. And for the residents
who were always split 50-50 on the need
for the bumps in the first place and were
never properly informed about their in-
stallation, the continued “horns of pro-
test” (now in their 4th year) cars blow
their horns as they pass over the bumps –
well, the situation is untenable.

In addition, most of the warning signs
have fallen prey to vandals (Gallows Hill
Road being the exception) adding to the
potential risks for motorists.

We were told that the bumps were
being installed to maintain the small town
nature of our “country road” and to im-
prove the safety of the road for children
who might cross it. This [explanation]

was always ridiculous because Fairview
Cemetery is across the street. The result
has been a full-scale attack on our peace,
quite and safety.

In addition, the bumps were installed
approximately two years after a conten-
tious debate about widening and rebuild-
ing Gallows Hill Road was won by the
Town of Westfield — who, without clear
support from the residents, went ahead
and rebuilt the road anyway.

The road is less than 6-years-old and is
already falling into disrepair. Not only is
the road coming apart down the middle of
both lanes (the result of shoddy initial
installation) but the road around the speed
humps is a virtual mine field of pot holes,
adding to the already tenuous safety situ-
ation on GHR.

In fact, if you drive through to Cranford,
who rebuilt their portion of GHR about
two years before Westfield did, the road
remains in good to excellent condition.

Remove the speed bumps, repave the
road and give us back our quiet road.

Tony and Debbie Kono
Westfield


