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FANWOOD FAVORITES…Len Zuchowski was honored on Saturday, January
20, at the annual Fanwood Rescue Squad and Fire Department dinner for 50 years
of volunteer service to the Fanwood Fire Department. He is still active. Pictured
seated are Mr. Zuchowski and his wife, Irene, with Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
standing.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘BLIZZARD’ OF 2007...Snow arrived briefly to the area early last Friday
morning as pictured in the Scotch Plains Municipal parking lot near the rescue
squad building. The sun melted the snow by mid-morning. This year’s weather
has been unusually mild, with virtually no sign of winter thus far.

SP Planning Board to Examine
Master Plan Next Month

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board next month
is expected to publicly examine revi-
sions to the township’s master plan,
which has been under review for the
past year.

Joseph Doyle, who has led the
review effort, told the board at its
meeting Monday night that board
planner Mary Moody is preparing a
preliminary draft of the review and
that he hopes the board will be able
to discuss it at its February 12 meet-
ing.

No significant changes are ex-
pected for the document, which
was last examined seven years ago,
although the area around the Route
22 bridge connecting the down-
town business district with Bonnie
Burn and New Providence Roads
is expected to be addressed since
the overpass will undergo a $15.5-
million renovation in the next few
years.

A year ago, as Mr. Doyle and the
board’s master plan review commit-
tee embarked on their re-examina-
tion, he said other matters that would
be addressed would include greater

attention paid to open space issues,
how Scotch Plains is faring as with
state affordable-housing require-
ments and incorporating new
stormwater-management regula-
tions.

In other business, the board also
memorialized resolutions reappoint-
ing Dan Bernstein as board attorney,
Ms. Moody as its planner and Tho-
mas Quinn of Ferriero Engineering
as its consulting engineer.

The sole applicant on Monday
evening was Peter DiNizo, who re-
ceived board approval for a minor
subdivision and lot-line adjustment
so that the properties at 2076 and
2080 Westfield Road Circle could be
combined into one lot.

The board was set to hear the appli-
cation by World Entertainment Group
to open a coffee and dessert shop at
375 Park Avenue and utilize the li-
quor license that was formerly held
by the Club Malibu nightclub on
Terrill Road, which closed its doors
in 1998. However, prior to the meet-
ing, the applicant asked for a post-
ponement until February 12 due to
some problems with the estimate of
parking needs included in the appli-
cation.

OLD NEWS MADE NEW AGAIN...Left to right, Dan Weiss, Fanwood Memorial
Library director, Meg Kolaya, Scotch Plains Public Library director, and Victoria
McCabe of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times examine 10 gigabytes of 1,156
searchable, electronic weekly editions of The Times newspapers dating from 1963
to 1989. The libraries and The Times are about two-thirds complete in converting
the newspaper archives to electronic form. The remainder of the conversion work
and a public distribution plan await funding considerations. The Times archives
from 1998 to the present are available at timesnj.com.

Dad to Plead Not Guilty
In Underage Drinking Case

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The father
of a Union Catholic High School stu-
dent who was arrested for hosting a
party for underage drinkers in No-
vember plans to enter a not guilty
plea in Mountainside Municipal
Court.

Mountainside resident Stefan
Puzyk, 51, is charged with “know-
ingly making his home available for
adults under (the age of) 21 to con-
sume alcoholic beverages,” a non-
indictable disorderly persons com-
plaint, after police allegedly found
more than 50 teenagers drinking al-
coholic beverages at his Wood Valley
Road home in November.

Mr. Puzyk’s lawyer, Joseph
Spagnoli, said his client was the vic-
tim of an illegal search and seizure by
the Mountainside Police Department.

“The police officers did not have a
probable cause to enter the home,”
Mr. Spagnoli said. “The police offic-
ers (allegedly) saw juveniles walking
around on private property with beer
bottles. The (officers) should have
known they did not witness a crime.”

Mr. Spagnoli plans to petition the
court to suppress all evidence ob-
tained by the police on the night of the
party and have any reference of the
alcoholic beverages thrown out of
court based on an illegal search and
seizure of a beer keg and other alco-

holic containers.
“The police did not have probable

cause to enter the house,” Mr. Spagnoli
said. “Any arrest should be over-
turned.”

Mountainside police sought to
charge each of the underage indi-
viduals at the November party with a
disorderly persons complaint. How-
ever, the charges against the 56 juve-
niles, a majority of them students at
Union Catholic High School, were
dropped after it was determined that
they did not violate any local or state
laws.

According to police and municipal
officials, there is no local or state
ordinance that outlaws underage in-
dividuals from possessing alcoholic
beverages on private property. The
law of possession only pertains to
public areas and motor vehicles. Since
all of the defendants were on private
property, they could not be charged
with a crime.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja said he hopes that a state
lawmaker will initiate legislation to
close this loophole in the law.

“I believe it would be a good idea
for the state legislator to cover this
lapse in the law,” Capt. Osieja said. “I
don’t understand how parents could
let kids drink and then get into cars
and drive.”

He said that any law should have an

SP Council to Restrict
Parking Around High School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council plans to introduce an
ordinance next week to further re-
strict parking on multiple streets sur-
rounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in the wake of increas-
ing complaints from residents about
excessive student parking in those
areas.

The new ordinance, which would
affect Church Street, Portland Av-
enue, West Court, Sunrise Court, Old
Farm Road and Concord Road, would
include restrictions similar to what
has been in effect since 2003 on Carol
Place and Monica Place, where park-
ing is prohibited between 8 a.m. and
2 p.m. on school days except for
residents living on those streets.

Enforcement of that ordinance
would include the issuance of park-
ing permits to residents for use by
them and their guests.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, there was
some discussion of potential prob-
lems with the proposed restrictions.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
some residents have told her that they
park on some of the affected streets

while picking up their children from
nearby Evergreen School, but Town-
ship Attorney Brian Levine pointed
out that the parking restrictions end at
2 p.m., before the elementary school
day ends.

Mrs. Malool also noted that half-
day school days could present a prob-
lem for drivers picking up children.

“The bottom line is we may not be
able to satisfy everyone,” said Mayor
Martin Marks. He said he would ask
Police Chief Brian Mahoney to speak
about these various issues with the
principals of the three schools most
affected — the high school, Ever-
green School and Brunner Elemen-
tary School — before the February
13 public hearing on the ordinance.

In other business, Mrs. Malool said
Westfield officials have told her they
are interested in again allowing a
limited number of Scotch Plains resi-
dents to purchase permits to make
use of the Westfield Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road.

Last summer, about 25 township
residents bought permits allowing
them to use the 20-acre site to dispose
of grass clippings, tree branches,
leaves and other biodegradable items.

Scotch Plains Council
To Revisit SID Option

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly three
years after rejecting an ordinance that
would have established a Special
Improvement District (SID) in the
central business corridor, the town-
ship council next month will take a
fresh look at adopting a SID as a
potential tool for revitalizing the
downtown area.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, all five council mem-
bers agreed that revisiting the con-
cept of a SID — a legal designation of
a particular area in which additional
taxes are levied in order to finance
business-district improvements —
was a worthwhile idea.

“It’s worth discussing again,” Coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato said. She

added that during the council’s 2004
public hearings on the SID ordinance,
“there was a lot of misinformation
that people bought into without think-
ing it through.”

Earlier, opposition from downtown
business and property owners con-
cerned the actual benefits that a SID
might provide, the burden of paying
annual assessments to finance the SID
and questions as to how tenants might
react when those costs were passed
on to them. These concerns led the
council in June 2004 to reject the
proposed ordinance by a 4-1 vote.

At the council’s February 6 confer-
ence meeting, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who had led the effort to craft
an ordinance and was the sole mem-
ber to vote for its passage, will review

Fanwood Recreation Commission
Discusses New Programs, Asst. Dir.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s rec-
reation commission is exploring op-
tions for offering new or revamped
programs for seniors, children with
special needs and participants in the
local summer camp program. The
commission held its regular meeting
Tuesday night at LaGrande Park.

The commission voted to form a
subcommittee to look into the possi-
bility of setting up a sports program
or a “Buddy Ball” league for children
with special needs or disabilities as
soon as next year.

“It’s a huge hole in the borough
right now that’s not being filled,”
commission member Jamie
Tannenbaum said. He added that he
has already been in contact with two
local parents who are willing to vol-
unteer.

“Without people volunteering, it’s
not going to happen,” agreed Recre-
ation Director Bob Budiansky. “What
the commission can do is provide
facilities and communications; we can
be the glue that holds it together.”

The subcommittee plans to orga-
nize a survey – to be distributed
through The Fanwoodian periodical
– with an eye toward gauging interest
and related issues among parents of
children with special needs.

The commission also approved a
motion to hire Mary Pembridge as
the borough’s part-time assistant rec-
reation director.

In addition to working with the
summer camp program, Mr.
Budiansky said that Ms. Pembridge’s
duties would also include planning

new programs for senior citizens.
He said Ms. Pembridge runs a nurs-

ery school in Westfield and had been
among the top candidates for Fanwood’s
recreation director position when it
became available last year.

“I think she’ll bring a lot to the
table to help us out,” Mr. Budiansky
said.

The commission discussed plans
to revise its draft budget to request
additional money from the borough
to finance programs for seniors.

Initial ideas include seven- or eight-
week line dancing, chair yoga and
jazzercise classes. Commission mem-
bers said Mayor Colleen Mahr is also
exploring possible grant money for
senior programs.

In other business Tuesday night,
the commission talked about “revi-
talizing” its supervised summer play-
ground program, known as “Summer
Camp.” The program runs from 9
a.m. until 1 p.m. on weekdays, and
has seen a significant decrease in
participants in recent years, commis-
sion members noted.

Mr. Budiansky proposed a “more
focused” and “structured” program
divided into three age groups (5 to 6,
7 to 8, 9 to 10), with at least two hired
counselors per age group (compared
to two staffers for the entire pro-
gram), and also requiring pre-regis-
tration on a weekly basis.

The proposed cost of such a pro-
gram – which remains under discus-
sion – would be $20 per week; the
current cost is $5 for the whole sum-
mer.

The commission received an up-
date on the progress of the ongoing

LaGrande Park project. Borough
Council liaison Joseph Higgins said
ball field upgrades are about “80 per-
cent complete,” but added that the
contractor “remains behind” in fin-
ishing the irrigation system.

“It’s really difficult to say when
things can get started out there,” Mr.
Higgins said, referring to the opening
of the spring sports season. However,
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Fire Destroys SP
Charlie Brown’s

By PAUL J. PEYTON
and WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – An early
morning three-alarm fire destroyed
Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse on North
Avenue in Scotch Plains yesterday
morning. The fire resulted in the clo-
sure of North Avenue.

Officials said yesterday that con-
tract workers smelled smoke in the
building and called 911. A company
representative at the scene yesterday
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that workers were doing grout-
ing work on bathroom tiles at the
time.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis told The Times yesterday at the
scene that the fire call came in at 3:45
a.m. He said the fire began “in a wall
behind the bar.” The cause remains
unknown, although Scotch Plains
Police Lieutenant Brian Donnelly
said, “It appears at this point to be
accidental.”

He said North Avenue was still off-
limits due to safety issues as of press
time. Train service on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Line was uninterrupted by
the fire.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
Westfield was one of the first mutual
aid departments to arrive on the scene.
Westfield firefighters were making
holes in the roof for ventilation while
Scotch Plains firefighters were on the
main floor of the restaurant.

“Fire conditions deteriorated
rapidly…the second and third floors
were rapidly consumed by flames,”
Chief Kelly said. At that point, Chief
Ellis made the call to evacuate the
building.

Also assisting at the scene were
fire departments from Fanwood,
Kenilworth, Cranford, Mountainside,
Garwood, Plainfield and Elizabeth.
Chief Kelly said water was pumped
from as far as Dudley Avenue in
Westfield to Hetfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Donnelly said no injuries were
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULLY ENGULFED…A fire broke out in Charlie Brown’s restaurant around 4 a.m. Wednesday morning. The Scotch
Plains Fire Department responded along with many mutual aid units from surrounding towns. The restaurant was
completely burned to the ground. See more pictures at goleader.com/photos.


