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WF Planning Bd. Approves
Gourmet Business on Elmer

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The town’s plan-
ning board heard testimony last
Thurday from Annie’s Gourmet
Kitchen and Daniel Sabatino. Both
applied for variances to move forward
on construction projects.

John Miller, the owner of Annie’s
Gourmet Kitchen, a new business slated
to open on Elmer Street later this year,
testified before the board on multiple
issues pertaining to the operation.

He said Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen
caters to people who do not have the
time or facilities to prepare gourmet
meals at home. Customers would be
able to sign up for a “session” in
which they would be taught how to
make a gourmet meal for 12 people.

“Our business is unique for today’s
busy lifestyles,” he said. “We provide
a solution for our customers who want
to have a gourmet meal at home but
do not have the time to prepare it.”

Customers would attend sessions
at the Elmer Street shop, which would
provide them with all of the ingredi-
ents, utensils and instructions they
would need to prepare and package a
gourmet meal for a dozen people.

One issue that was raised by the
board was parking at the Elmer Street
location. The business has 11 parking
spots on the lot, records show, while
employing three people and catering
to 12 customers each session.

According to Mr. Miller, the park-
ing would not be an issue based on the
nature of the business. He said cus-
tomers would be encouraged to
carpool to the sessions, which would
be booked in advance by groups.

“Most of the people coming to our
business will be with friends,” he said.

The employees would use three
spaces in an adjacent parking lot that
would be paid for by the business.

There would also be one mid-sized
delivery van, which would be parked
on the street during business hours.

The board accepted the parking so-
lutions and recommended a change in
some of the parking lot’s curbing loca-
tion before passing the application.

“This is a very unique business that
has been featured on the Food Net-
work and has been growing in Cali-
fornia and the Midwest,” Mr. Miller
said. “We were very well received
here. This is an excellent location for
us. It will create a communal atmo-
sphere for our customers.”

A number of board members asked
when the business would open and if
they would deliver the meals. Mr. Miller
added that customers could go to their
website, anniesgourmetkitchen.net, to
get more information.

The other applicant to be heard was
a subdivision of a residential lot and
the construction of a third home.
Daniel Sabatino addressed the board
about subdividing a lot on Spring-
field Avenue to build a third home.

Mr. Sabatino owns the homes at 337
and 345 Springfield Avenue. He plans
to demolish a storage shed on one of
the lots and build a third home. He said
the property was part of an old farm
and is currently a residential lot. He
resides in one of the existing homes.

The board passed the application
pending approval from the county
and state for the traffic impact on
Springfield Avenue.

In other news, the board postponed
to its February meeting a hearing for
200 Canterbury Road in which the
owner, Julie Marsella, plans to subdi-
vide a residential lot, known as the
“Little Gatehouse” property at the
South Gate to Wychwood Road, and
build a second home.

Francis Smith was sworn in as an
alternate at the start of the meeting.

MS Receives $69,417
Homeland Security Grant

MOUNTAINSIDE – Rep. Mike
Ferguson ( R-7th), announced Mon-
day that the Mountainside Fire Depart-
ment will receive a $69,417 grant from
the Department of Homeland Security
to replace a backup generator for the
fire house, which also serves as a shel-
ter and evacuation center for seniors
and residents during emergencies.

He made the announcement at the
fire department with Mayor Robert
Viglianti, Fire Chief Neil Williams,
Borough Administrator James Debbie,
and fire official George McGrath.

Mr. Williams said the new dual-fuel
generator, which can operate on natu-
ral gas or propane, would replace an
antiquated diesel-fuel generator. He
said the funds also would underwrite
the purchase of 10 self-contained
breathing apparatuses for the
department’s all-volunteer firefighters.

“Mountainside firefighters volunteer
their time and dedicate their lives to
serve and protect our community,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “These important funds
will ensure that these brave men and
women continue their outstanding ser-
vice to our community and families.”

Mr. McGrath said the federal grant
would help the fire department meet
its expanding responsibilities.

“This grant will allow the fire depart-
ment to continue its outstanding job
serving our community and also build
on the critical services they provide,”
he said. “We appreciate Congressman
Ferguson’s long-standing support for
Mountainside and his commitment to
obtaining important federal funding for
our local fire department.”

This is the third federal security grant
received by Mountainside in recent

years. In 2003, the fire department re-
ceived $167,000 to purchase new ra-
dios and other communications equip-
ment, and in 2004 the department re-
ceived $41,000 to purchase equipment.

According to fire officials, the 45
person all-volunteer force responds to
275 calls each year. In addition to serv-
ing 7,100 residents in Mountainside,
the department also participates in the
Union County Mutual Aid System, in
which firefighters respond to emergen-
cies in other nearby communities.

First responders throughout the 7th
District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties, have received more
than $5.5 million in federal security
funding since September 11, 2001.
More than $2 million in security fund-
ing have been awarded to Union
County first responders since then.

Other federal first-responder grants
for Union County towns in the 7th
District include: $190,170 for the
Cranford Fire Department; $103,258
for the Fanwood Volunteer Fire De-
partment; $75,317 for the Garwood
Volunteer Fire Department; $24,804
for the Kenilworth Volunteer Fire De-
partment; $781,866 for the Linden
Fire Department; $126,000 for the
Mountainside Fire Department;
$70,758 for the New Providence Vol-
unteer Fire Department; $117,360 for
the Scotch Plains Fire Department;
$48,041 for the Springfield Fire De-
partment; $19,800 for the Summit
Volunteer First Aid Squad; $140,850
for the Summit Fire Department;
$60,621 for the Union Township Fire
Department, and $133,920 for the
Westfield Fire Department.

WF Rec. Commission Agrees
To Tamaques Renovations

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission approved a pro-
posal from the Westfield Baseball
League (WBL) Monday night to make
renovations and transform Tamaques
Park field number five into a 50-by-
70-foot usable baseball field and to
support the WBL’s desire to renovate
Gumbert fields one, two and three.

“The fields are in dire need of re-
pairs and drainage, and I think it is
time we pay some attention to Westfield
baseball,” said Bob Smith, a member
of the recreation commission. “As it is
now, Tamaques field five is unusable
as a competitive baseball field.”

As part of the agreement, the recre-
ation commission will provide
$50,000 for a new backstop and clay
and labor if the WBL provides
$15,000 for the rest of the supplies,
such as fencing and dugout roofing.

“We would like to band-aid the
field as the commission suggested.
However, the cost of a backstop is not
cheap. It will run $25,000,” said Leo
White, WBL president. “We would
like the field, which is not playable at
the moment, to be ready for April 15,
2007.”

Adjustments to the field would in-
clude altering the size of the field for
safety reasons. “Currently many trav-
eling leagues are pushing back the
fields for safety reasons,” Mr. Smith
said.

WBL’s proposed renovations to
Gumbert Fields include fixing drain-
age problems on all of the fields,
increasing the size of the fields, turfing
at least field one and renovating fields
two and three in their natural condi-
tion with the hopes of turfing them in

the future. The entire original project,
which included three turf fields, is
estimated to cost “a little over $1
million,” according to the WBL.

The WBL has volunteered to pro-
vide $100,000 in fundraising for the
revised plan. “After discussions at the
last meeting we met and agreed on a
more realistic scenario. Something
needs to be done to the Gumbert
Fields. They need repairs and drain-
age for the season, and moving for-
ward we would like support for turf
fields,” Mr. White said.

Since the town is looking at also
renovating Memorial Pool complex,
town Councilman Peter Echausse, li-
aison to the recreation commission,
suggested the commission use money
out of a fund for special pet projects,
otherwise the council’s approval of
the municipal budget would hold up
renovations until the summer.

“You are looking at a summer or
September time frame if this project
is not a candidate of the user fee
project,” he said.

The renovations of the fields are
contingent upon whether the recre-
ation commission receives full-time
field maintenance staff, 365 days of
the year, instead of dividing time of
the field staff between department of
public works (DPW) and the depart-
ment of recreation commission, offi-
cials said. The town council is cur-
rently considering that option.

“I don’t know if I can give an accu-
rate response until I know more about
the responsibility of field maintenance
and if it can be done in-house,” said
Westfield Recreation Director Bruce
Kauffman.

Mr. Echausse recommended that
anyone with feedback e-mail the
council for consideration.

The commission will present the
Memorial Park Master Plan at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23. The pool design proposal in-
cludes alterations to the large pool
that would add more steps, allow the
pool to be used for swim meets, cre-
ate a ramp for handicap accessibility
and add a jet pool by pushing it out
toward the restrooms.

Renovations to the kiddy-pool
would include misters in the form of
palm trees and other designs, as well
as a shaded and seated area for par-
ents with toddlers. “This will add
more seating to the pools overall,”
Mr. Kauffman said.

Recreation officials said the inau-
gural Family Night was a success.
Nearly 1,000 people attended the
event, which was held at the National
Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue.
Four hundred participants were walk-
ins, according to Tracy Kastner, pro-
gram coordinator with the recreation
department.

The event, which cost close to $8,000
and was supported by local sponsors,
generated $11,000, officials said.

UC GOP to Honor
Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
SUMMIT – The Republican Com-

mittee of Union County will honor
State Senator Tom Kean Jr. with a
cocktail party hosted by Eileen and
John Sivolella on Sunday, January
21, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at their Sum-
mit residence.

Mr. Kean has served in the State
Senate since 2003 after serving in the
General Assembly, representing the
21st Legislative District. In 2004, he
was elected Senate Minority Whip.

He has been a proponent of ethics
reform in state government, sponsor-
ing legislation banning pay-to-play
practices. He has also sponsored leg-
islation to streamline government,
promote education, protect the envi-
ronment and lower property taxes.

Mr. Kean resides in Westfield with
his wife Rhonda and two daughters.

For information about the event,
contact Union County Republican
Headquarters at (908) 789-0200 or
Kelly Hatfield at (908) 522-1455 or by
e-mail at kellyhatfield@comcast.net.

St. Pat’s Parade Panel
To Host Bartender Party

KENILWORTH – The Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Com-
mittee will host its annual Celebrity
Bartenders fundraiser on Saturday,
February 3, from 5 to 10 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

Entertainment will include the Irish-
American pub rock sound of Sullivan’s
Jack and pipe bands. Tickets cost $5
each and include coffee, tea, cake and
hot dogs. Beer mugs are $10.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, which will begin at 1
p.m. on Saturday, March 10, on Mor-
ris Avenue in Union.

For tickets or more information,
contact Karen Cunningham at (908)
241-7710, Amy Cox-Russo at (732)
331-0705 or Debbie Capasso at (908)
413-5253. Tickets are also available
at the door.

For more information about the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, please visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com/
PaddyInfo.html.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IF YOU TURF IT...Leo White, president of the Westfield Baseball League,
addresses the Westfield Recreation Commission about ballfield renovations at
Tamaques Park and Gumbert Field at the commission’s meeting on Monday
night.
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WF Board of Adjustment
Re-elects Heinbokel Chair

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s board
of adjustment re-elected William
Heinbokel as chairman during the
board’s reorganization meeting Mon-
day night. Kathy Nemeth was named
vice chairman and Vincent Loughlin
was renamed board attorney.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Laura Brockway of 127
North Euclid Avenue was granted an
extension of 12 months to complete
construction of a front porch.

David Barbosa of 400 East Dudley
Avenue sought permission to retain a
newly paved area that increased the
width of the driveway and created a
walkway by the garage. The newly
paved area allegedly is partially on
the neighbor’s property, which Mr.
Barbosa said was not a problem.

The board requested testimony
from town engineer Kenneth Marsh
and Mr. Barbosa’s surrounding neigh-
bors before voting on the variance.

Joseph Buontempo of 254 Seneca
Place was denied permission to park
a van with commercial signage on a
residential property because of his
failure to appear at the meeting.

Alison Stephen of 704 Tamaques
Way was approved to construct im-
provements to an existing screened
porch and a second-story addition. Ms.
Stephen reduced her original proposed
building coverage of 23.5 percent to 21
percent by reworking her plans, result-
ing in approval by the board.

Paul and Kristin Nicholson of 2165

Bayberry Lane received an extension
to revise their plan to replace an exist-
ing six-foot stockade privacy fence, as
the town ordinance currently permits
fences to be a maximum of four feet.

Stephen and Cindy Salemy of 161
Lincoln Road were approved to con-
struct a pergola, add a dormer to the
master bedroom, two dormers to the
attic and to convert the unfinished
attic into a bedroom and bathroom.

James and Kimberly Peterson of
257 Sylvania Place received permis-
sion to construct a pergola over the
front porch.

The board approved three addition
projects for Westfield homeowners
who promised to maintain the charac-
ter of their neighborhoods. Ronald
Gerckens of 16 Mohawk Tail was ap-
proved for a rear addition, front porch
and detached garage. Mr. Gerckens
requested an alteration slightly over
the 20-percent building-coverage limit
to keep his house around the same size
as the surrounding homes.

“The applicant did a great job main-
taining the character and style of the
neighborhood,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

Similarly, Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Byrne of 438 Everson Place received
approval to construct a two-story ad-
dition on their home, which will in-
clude an additional bedroom. “We
could move but we like the neighbor-
hood and the proximity to schools
and parks,” Mr. Byrne said.

George and Susan Cusick of 552
Arlington Avenue were approved to
construct a second-story addition on
their Dutch Colonial home.

Barry and Maria Morris of 726
Standish Avenue received approval
to install a portable, self-contained
hot tub on paver stones on the side
yard of their home.

The board’s next meeting will be
February 8, which is on a Thursday
evening due to the President’s Day
holiday.


