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SP Zoning Board Reappoints
James Fawcett As Chairman

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — James
Fawcett, named chairman of the zon-
ing board of adjustment for another
year last Thursday, acknowledged the
sharp decline in all types of applica-
tions in recent months but expressed
confidence that things will pick up
once the winter season ends.

At its reorganization meeting, dur-
ing which no applications were heard,
the board reappointed Ken Anderson
as vice chairman and Vincent
Loughlin as board attorney. Barbara
Horev, who was named board secre-
tary and also serves the planning board
in a similar capacity, said that the
planning board’s pending agenda is
also light.

Mr. Fawcett remarked that “every-
thing is quiet” in terms of applica-
tions in recent months. After its July
meeting, the board considered three
applications at its next meeting three
months later and then one application
at its November and December meet-
ings. Ms. Horev said there was only
application scheduled for consider-
ation in February.

Board member Chris Abeel won-

dered if the slowdown in applications
was a sign of a slowing economy as
the once-booming housing sector has
cooled. Mr. Fawcett predicted that
once the warm weather returns in a
few months, the board would see more
applications for fences and decks.

Mr. Loughlin told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that oral ar-
guments have not yet been scheduled
in the appeal filed by Cumberland
Farms regarding the board’s rejec-
tion last year of its application to
expand and upgrade the Gulf gaso-
line station it owns on Route 22. After
its initial application, facing opposi-
tion from neighborhood residents, was
rejected in June 2005, Cumberland
Farms submitted a new application a
year ago that it said addressed the
concerns residents had risen.

Mr. Loughlin said he had no infor-
mation regarding a timetable for a
hearing on the appeal filed by
Elizabethtown Water Co., whose ap-
plication to subdivide its Jerusalem
Road property so that half of that tract
of land could be sold was turned
down by the board last year.

The zoning board’s next meeting
will be held on Thursday, February 1.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TREE TROUBLE...A pile of discarded Christmas trees sits in the parking lot of
Tamaques Park in Westfield on Sunday, despite a sign noting that trees should not
be dumped there. The Westfield Conservation Center on Lamberts Mill  Road
was not open on Sunday, causing residents to dump trees outside. See related
notice about Scotch Plains and Westfield tree disposal below.

Christmas Tree Disposal Notice
Westfield Schedule

WESTFIELD – Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea told The Leader/
Times that “Christmas trees may now
be brought to the Conservation Cen-
ter (on Rahway Avenue) due to the
new winter schedule.”

All decorations, lights and wiring
must be taken off trees prior to drop-
ping them off at the Conservation
Center. Accordingly, Christmas trees
are not to be deposited in Tamaques
Park as in past years. Christmas trees
will not be picked up by the Town of
Westfield curbside.

The Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter will be opened every other (alter-
nating) Saturday: January 6 and 20,
February 3 and 17, March 3 and 17,
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., weather permitting.

For further information, call (908)
789-4100, extension 600 or see the
town website: westfieldnj.gov. In ad-
dition, regular updates will be broad-

cast on TV-36.
This is the second year of this new

system in Westfield.
-------------

Scotch Plains Schedule
SCOTCH PLAINS — Township

Manager Tom Atkins told The
Leader/Times that the Department
of Public Works will pick up Christ-
mas trees from curbside beginning
on January 16, 2007 and should be
completed in seven days thereafter.

Mr. Atkins also noted, “Residents
can also drop off their tree at the
Department (of Public Works) on
Plainfield Avenue, if they would like,
any time before January 29, 2007.
Obviously, we would prefer busi-
ness hours but we handle the others
too. Business hours really keep
things more orderly and potentially
avoiding the dropping off/dumping
of other stuff too. We really only say
drop off if they miss the program the
week of the 16th.”

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW TERM...Assemblyman Neil Cohen (LD-20, Roselle) swears in Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood for
his fourth term on the county freeholder board at the freeholders’ reorganization meeting on Sunday. See story on page 2.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LISTENING INTENTLY...Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage, left, and New Jer-
sey Governor Jon Corzine observe proceedings at Sunday’s Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting.

SP Planning Bd. to Consider
Coffee Shop Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board on Monday re-
elected Maria Sartor as chairwoman
and Joseph Doyle as vice chairman.
In nominating Mrs. Sartor for a third
term, Mr. Doyle said she has “taken
her job very seriously” and “comes
prepared.” Mrs. Sartor, who has been
a board member for 24 years, called
Mr. Doyle “one of the board’s most
valuable resources” in her remarks
nominating him for vice chairman.

At the board’s first meeting of the
year, Marc Ginsberg was sworn in for
a four-year term, while Dominick
Bratti was took the oath of office to
fill out the remaining three years of
an unexpired term. Mayor Martin
Marks and Deputy Mayor Paulette
Coronato will serve for one year.
Susan Judge will serve as an alternate
for a two-year term, while Craig Clark
will join as an alternate for a one-year

term.
There were no public hearings or

applications considered on Monday,
but at its January 22 meeting, the
board will consider an application by
World Entertainment Group to open
a coffee and dessert shop at 375 Park
Avenue and utilize a liquor license
formerly held by the Club Malibu
nightclub on Terrill Road, which
closed its doors several years ago.

In addition, the board is expected
to hold a public hearing on the
township’s master plan, which has
been under review for the past year.
No significant changes to the plan are
expected to be unveiled, according to
board planner Mary Moody.

Among other applications being
reviewed but not yet on the agenda,
Snuffy’s Pantagis restaurant on Park
Avenue is seeking approval to build
an office building on its property. No
details about the application are cur-
rently available.

Indictments Dropped Against
FW Man; Fed. Case Remains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A five-count indict-
ment by a Middlesex County grand
jury against a Fanwood lobbyist, de-
veloper, businessman and Marine
Corps intelligence specialist was dis-
missed Monday after the 22-year-old
pleaded guilty to a trespassing charge
following a plea agreement reached
with the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Raj Mukherji had initially been
indicted on two counts of stalking
and one count each of witness tam-
pering, burglary and contempt. As-
sistant Prosecutor Manuel Sameiro
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times that the burglary charge was
reduced to trespassing and “all the
other charges were dismissed.”

“I think it is a fair resolution in light
of the victims’ desires. They approved
the plea,” Mr. Sameiro said.

The assistant prosecutor pointed
out that as part of the agreement, Mr.
Mukherji is banned from having any
contact with the two women he al-
legedly stalked – a Rutgers Univer-
sity student and a woman he had
attended high school with in Union
County.

According to published reports, the
women said Mr. Mukherji called them
on the phone and sent uninvited e-
mails and text messages.

Mr. Mukherji claims he was “actu-
ally the victim of stalking by the
accuser, an obsessed woman whose
failed attempt to blackmail [me] re-
sulted in the false charges.”

In a written statement released to
The Times Mr. Mukherji said, “I am
frustrated that it took them a year to
figure it out, but I commend the
prosecutor’s office for dismissing
the indictment. The stalking and re-
lated charges were baseless and could
not have been successfully pros-
ecuted.”

Mr. Mukherji still faces a two-
count federal indictment for imper-
sonating an agent of the United States
Defense Intelligence Agency and for
lying about it to an FBI agent. The
Times was unable reach the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for comment at
press deadline.

Mr. Mukherji said his lawyers ex-
pect the federal indictment to be
dropped.

“The indictment was in error, plain
and simple. Raj could not have im-
personated himself. This unique and
remarkable young man served in de-
fense intelligence, having joined the
Marines at the age of 17 two weeks
after September 11, and continues to
serve with honor as a reservist,” ac-
cording a statement released by
Lawrence Lustberg of Newark, who
represents Mr. Mukherji in the fed-
eral criminal matter.

Mr. Mukherji is currently a part-
time student at the University of Penn-
sylvania. In a joint venture with
builder Landmark Communities, the
Fanwood Borough Council approved
him as a downtown redeveloper for a
six-acre residential tract in 2005. He
said he took a leave of absence from
the redevelopment projects and Im-
pact NJ, a Trenton lobbying firm at
which he was a partner with former
Morris County Prosecutor and gu-
bernatorial candidate Michael
Murphy, after he was indicted.

The Times previously reported that
Landmark became the sole developer
of the former Dean Oil site and
dropped Mr. Mukherji from the LLC
after the initial indictment.

SP Council Approves Deer Reduction
Effort For Ashbrook Reservation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A second
round of deer reduction efforts in the
Ashbrook Reservation is expected to
begin later this month as township
officials strive to reduce a burgeon-
ing deer population that has led to
automobile accidents and increased
encroachment on residential proper-
ties.

At a special meeting on Tuesday
night, the township council accepted
a bid from Wildlife Management Ser-
vices of Mountainside to conduct a
deer hunt starting next week and last-
ing until February 10.

The firm conducted a similar hunt
last year, during which more than 70
deer were removed from the reserva-

tion. Officials hope that eventually
the herd will be reduced from the
present 100 deer per square mile to
about 20 per square mile. Wildlife
Management Services will charge
$185 per deer, the same rate it charged
in 2006.

The special meeting was neces-
sary, according to Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, because of an
“extremely tight timetable” between
now and the end of the hunting sea-
son on February 10. The
Mountainside firm needs to start pre-
paratory work on the site and also
work out certain logistical details
with Union County, which owns the
reservation.

Last year, the state government
balked at approving the township’s
application for a special deer man-
agement permit because Trenton of-
ficials favored allowing an extended

period of open hunting in the reser-
vation, much of which abuts resi-
dential neighborhoods. County and
township officials protested, prima-
rily for reasons of safety, and even-
tually a bureaucratic way of working
with state hunting regulations was
found by utilizing a private contrac-
tor, Wildlife Management Services,
which oversaw qualified professional
hunters working during limited
hours.

Mr. Atkins said the private con-
tractor option is a more time-con-
suming method. Each sharpshooter
used must remove every two deer
they kill and transport the carcasses
to an off-site weigh station to be
weighed and tagged. If the state’s
fish, game and wildlife division had
approved the township’s special per-
mit application, the deer reduction

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Council Receives Update
On Martine Land-Use Study

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council Tues-
day night received an update on a
recently completed North Martine
Avenue land-use study.

Borough Planning Board Chairman
Greg Cummings, who presented the
briefing during the governing body’s
regular monthly meeting, said the
study began last year in response to
“concerns” from a resident of Mid-
way Avenue. Mr. Cummings said the
resident contacted the borough after
he did research and “found a land-use
map that was inaccurate.”

Mr. Cummings said the study’s key
issue is the residential zoning classi-
fication for the area, specifically
whether residential lots are required
to have a 50-foot or 75-foot “front-
age.”

In some cases, he said, developers
were “taking two or three large par-
cels and then subdividing into small
lots [and building] large houses.”

Mr. Cummings told the governing
body that the study recommends di-
recting the borough’s planner to pre-
pare a Master Plan amendment. Such
a measure would change the frontage
requirement to prevent oversized
houses on small lots and also con-
form to surrounding neighborhoods,
he said.

Once the Master Plan amendment
is written, it will be presented to the
mayor and council, and a public hear-
ing will be scheduled.

In other business, Mayor Mahr –
pointing to the state’s increasing push
for consolidating and sharing services

– said a proposed merger of the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood public libraries
is still being explored.

The mayor said the borough hopes
to receive a grant this year to pay for
a consultant who will study the issue
“to see if it makes sense.” She said the
boards of directors of both libraries
support the idea.

But, she said, “Residents will be
the ones to tell us if this is something
we want to do,” noting that the issue
will come before voters at the polls.

The merger would require the dis-
solution of both municipal libraries
and a formal merger into a new facil-
ity.

Mayor Mahr said exploring the li-
brary merger “is the responsible thing
to do in an age when property taxes
are going up.”

Councilman Joseph Higgins said
he plans to meet on Monday with the
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association regarding a proposed or-
dinance requiring all local businesses
to register with the borough. The
mayor and council plan to consider
the measure at a meeting on February
13.

Mr. Higgins also said the contrac-
tor remains “behind schedule” on the
LaGrande Park ballfields renovation
project, but he said that the delay
should not affect the start of the spring
sports season.

The mayor and council approved a
resolution to extend the contract pro-
viding engineering services on the
project.

The mayor and council honored
James Grover as the borough’s Vol-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAINING GRANT…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence) presents a
$69,417 check per a federal grant to the Mountainside Fire Department to replace
a backup generator. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, Rep. Ferguson, fire official George McGrath, Fire Chief Neil Williams
and Deputy Chief Kenny Lawrence.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


