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One of Our Sweetest Christmas
Moments Experienced Thus Far

Westfield BOE’s Handling of
School Safety Concerns Parent

Last week, my girlfriend and I stopped
at the Jolly Trolley for a late dinner after
Christmas shopping. We chose the Jolly
Trolley because after living in Westfield
our entire lives, we both have many fond
memories of meeting friends and making
new friends at the Trolley, especially
over the Christmas holidays. It is a great
place to have those chance encounters
with people you have not seen in years,
something that only happens in small
towns.

Last night, seated in the back next to us,
were eight of Westfield’s finest firemen,
all retired. Having lived in this town my
whole life, I immediately recognize sev-
eral friends, Tom Dries, Willie Morrison,
Jack Duelks and Glenn Lanza. After brief
pleasantries, I realized as I looked around
the table, adding or subtracting weight,
controlling for hair color and loss, that I
knew every one of these men.

They were all retired and had gathered
to share old times, fire stories, the aches
and pains of growing older (a topic I
know all too well), but more importantly
their love and friendship with each other.
It was a very sweet and touching moment
to listen to their stories about old fires,
newfound pursuits, exercise and just good
old fashion laughter and teasing. It was

one of those moments that the holidays
should be about.

These brave men, all kidding aside, are
and were professionals, putting them-
selves in harm’s way to keep us safe.
Entering burning buildings, saving lives
and protecting property. I know this for a
fact.

In September of 1998, my then-histori-
cal “Clark” house at 246 Clark Street had
an electrical fire, which quickly and fully
involved my home, which was built in the
1860s. I was away at the Jersey shore and
on my return, the scene was like one out
of a movie, only it was real.

These men, many of whom were now
seated next to me, did an incredible job
saving my family heirlooms, antiques
and property with no serious injury to any
firefighter. I thanked you then and I thank
you now for a lifetime of a job well done
for the citizens of this town.

As we left the Trolley, my girlfriend
and I had the biggest smiles on our faces.
You gentlemen provided one of the sweet-
est Christmas moments we have experi-
enced thus far.

Westfield at its finest.

David Kervick and Nancy Devlin
Westfield

On December 27, I received a letter
from the principal at WHS regarding a
sexual contact between a student and a
male with a knife in the high school at 11
a.m. on a school day in late September.
He went on to say that the incident was
only recently reported and being investi-
gated by the school board and the police.
He also indicated that school security
has been an on-going topic since Sep-
tember.

In November, I was notified by my
elementary school that school security
was being improved and that the school
doors would be locked when school was
in session, and you would need to ring
the doorbell to be admitted to the build-
ing.

However, I want to bring it to the
parents’ attention that at the school board
meeting on November 7, where the first
reading of the preliminary school calen-
dar for 2007-2008 was read, I brought it
to the board’s attention that in light of the
schools’ policy on improving security it
would make sense to close the schools
on Election Day. It is very hard to main-
tain security in the schools on a day
when anyone is allowed into the school
during the entire day.

The actual presentation of the calen-

dar at the November 21 meeting still had
the day as a school day. I requested again
that a simple change be made to just
switch the teacher in-service day from
Columbus Day to Election Day so as to
not disrupt the calendar and add an extra
day at the end of the year.

I was told that they did not feel that
this was any major concern and that they
would not make the change to the calen-
dar. The schools will continue to be in
session on Election Day, and they would
not add any extra security for that day.

I am asking that all parents who take
your children’s safety seriously contact
the Board of Education before they fi-
nalize the calendar on January 9. You
can go to the Board of Education’s
website at westfieldnjk12.org and click
on the district calendar to see the entire
proposed calendar. You can contact them
by sending an e-mail to the
boe@westfieldnjk12.org and letting
them know that you can’t say you take
security seriously and then allow every-
one access to our children, especially
when you can take the precaution by just
changing the calendar and closing the
school.

Amy Chin
Westfield

WF Parents Proud;
Daughters Achieve Goal

Over a year ago, Jordan Banker (pres-
ently age 9) and her sister Madison Banker
(presently age 8) decided to grow their
hair to donate to cancer patients for the
fabrication of wigs. They have finally
reached the desired length and [made]
their donations [last] Saturday, Decem-
ber 30, 2006 at 9 a.m. at the Guillotine
Salon in Westfield.

We thought this might be of interest
because our daughters made the decision
to do this and achieved their goal.

Joseph and Jennifer Banker
Westfield

President Gerald Ford, 1913-2006;
Down-to-Earth Integrity, Decency

America lost a true gentleman last week with the
passing of Gerald Ford, the 38th president, at the age
of 93. His death leaves America with four living
Presidents: George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George H.
W. Bush and Jimmy Carter. President Ronald Reagan
died in 2004.

Mr. Ford will go down in history as helping America
through a very difficult time during the Watergate
scandal and through the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Vietnam. But he will be most known as taking
on a huge task of bringing dignity back to the Office
of the President.

Those in this area may remember that President
Ford also helped mark America’s 200th birthday
during a bicentennial celebration in New York City
on July 4, 1976.

President George W. Bush said President Ford
“was a great man who devoted the best years of his
life in serving the United States. He was a true
gentleman who reflected the best in America’s char-
acter.”

New Jersey Acting Governor Richard Codey, who
ordered flags flown at half-staff through January 25,
said Mr. Ford’s career “was marked by integrity,
candor, humility and decency.”

Through the first use of the Twenty-Fifth Amend-
ment, Congressman Ford was elevated to the office
of Vice President in 1973, when Spiro Agnew, charged
with tax evasion, became the second Vice President
in history to resign. Vice President Ford was named
President on August 9, 1974 by succession when
President Richard Nixon resigned over Watergate
when it was revealed that he had had knowledge of
the break-in into Democratic Headquarters at the
Watergate Hotel in Washington during the 1972
Presidential campaign.

President Ford took the reins of the Presidency and
became a quiet yet classy leader who brought America
through a difficult time in its history.

President Ford is the only President never to be
elected as either President or Vice President in our
nation’s history. From 1965 to 1973, President Ford
was the minority leader for the Republicans in the

House of Representatives.
President Ford was the last living member of the

Warren Commission, which investigated the assas-
sination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963.

Born in Omaha, Neb., in 1913, President Ford
grew up in Grand Rapids, Mich. and was captain of
his high school’s football team. He later played
center for the University of Michigan football team,
where he was a member of their undefeated, national
championship teams in 1932 and 1933. Turning
down pro contracts with the Green Bay Packers and
the Detroit Lions, he went on to Yale, where he
served as assistant football and boxing coach while
earning his law degree.

President Ford was the son of Leslie Lynch King
and Dorothy Ayer Gardner, who divorced after his
birth. Originally named Leslie Lynch King, Jr. until
his mother married Gerald Ford, Sr. in 1916, President
Ford went by Gerald R. Ford, Jr. — although his name
was not legally changed until December 3, 1935.

President Ford visited Union County in 1976,
when he made a campaign appearance at Kean
College in Union (now Kean University).

During his tenure he was the subject of many skits
on “Saturday Night Live” by actor Chevy Chase,
whose part on the show characterized the President
as being clumsy, including one skit where the actor
tried to put decorations on the White House Christ-
mas tree and wound knocking the tree down and
falling on top of it. He was also portrayed in Pink
Panther movies for being a sports nut, complete with
blankets with all the NFL teams listed and a lampshade
in the shape of a team helmet.

President Ford was also shown falling down stairs
off Air Force One in film clips. He was mocked good
naturedly for driving a golf ball into the crowd and
hitting a secret service agent.

But all joking aside, politicians should look to
emulate President Ford’s integrity. It was never his
intent to become President, but when asked to serve,
he stepped up to the challenge and did the job for the
country. We are grateful for his unselfish service and
down-to-earth statesmanship.

This New Year;
Be Critical of Spin

I was heartened to read that the UCUA
(Union County Utilities Authority) In-
cinerator was operating at full capacity
and – in providing an alternative energy
source – was reducing oil imports (The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Decem-
ber 28). In the interests of full disclosure
it should be noted that laws were rewrit-
ten to mandate a dedicated waste stream
from those towns within Union County,
which do not provide garbage pickup,
and that people pay a premium over what
it would cost to have the garbage carted to
a landfill.

For the record, my premium is ap-
proximately $24 a quarter, or $96 a year.
Call me a churl, but I would rather have
the money in my pocket.

One of my New Year’s resolutions is to
be more critical of what certainly appears
to be unadulterated spin. There was more
to this story that what was provided in the
article – a lot of it no doubt to be found in
your own archives.

Michael Lewis
FanwoodOfficials Do Not Listen, Unless

You’re Associated With the NJEA

Redistrict Westfield’s Middle School
And Do Not Pass More Bond Debt

One of our local school board members
wrote a letter to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, which was printed on
December 14, 2006. There were several
points made. Some of these had merit and
some were disturbing.

It was mentioned that care had to be
taken in implementing the 98 recommen-
dations of the property tax reform com-
mittees. This is true but turns out not to be
much of worry — no action was taken and
the legislature adjourned for the Christ-
mas holiday.

Why should we expect them to take
any action when they have not in de-
cades? The majority of residents do not
expect any reform that will reduce our
taxes.

When it comes to the new school fund-
ing formula, the concerns here are justi-
fied. Since we are considered a well-off
community, the powers to be will be
doing their “Robin Hood” routine one
more time. How can we blame Trenton
for this view?

While over 50 percent of last year’s
school budgets went down in defeat across
the state, ours passed by a wider margin
than the previous year. Despite our com-
plaining, there are those who want to
increase our tax levy for lights and grass
on our ball fields. This raises the question,
“What tax problem?” Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Board, go ahead and put
the field revamp bond issue on the street
— and voters go and approve it. This will
prove that Trenton’s understanding of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood is accurate.

I also have my doubts on the county
“super” superintendents. However, I have
slightly different slant on it. The school
board member mentioned a concern about
being a “political appointee.” Taking into
consideration that the NJEA wields un-
limited power, any elected official will be
in the pocket of this union.

With how the recent teachers contract
negotiations concluded, it would appear
there would be no impact. The board
negotiated raises for staff as high as 6
percent. The board just gave away tax-
payers dollars.

The “super” superintendent will cost
us more money and basically continue the
spending in line with the NJEA’s battle
plan. We can expect that salaries and
benefits will continue to exceed the pri-
vate sector.

One of the most troubling items brought
out in the letter was the reason for not
moving the school board and budget vot-

ing to November. We all know that the
number of voters that come out to vote in
April tend to be less than November. Yes,
it is the public’s fault for not voting. But
the impression is that this fact is being
taken advantage of to control the vote the
way the school board, PTA and the like
want it to go.

It was mentioned that the voting public
couldn’t see the difference between the
candidates and issues, but “insert a politi-
cal influence” into the election and it
would cost more for school board candi-
dates to campaign with the other political
positions.

These reasons I don’t understand. The
cost of mailing literature is the same in
April as it is November; the only other
interface with the public is the highly
controlled PTA limited question-and-an-
swer session. The candidates are never
identified as to their party affiliation. Even
if they did, what would be the difference?

Is it not part of democracy to have as
many as possible participate, not limit the
voting to assure the desired outcome?

Most voters were educated in the pub-
lic school system. What does this say?
Cannot they separate the facts and candi-
dates?

It was mentioned, “local parents and
voters would be distanced from their lo-
cal schools…” Many of us already feel
that we are on the dark side of the moon
from the school board, parents and the
school system.

A fair and equitable school funding
formula is needed. Seniors citizens should
not be made to move out of their home
because of spiraling taxes, of which 65
percent goes to the schools. Any formula
should include an exemption for seniors
from that portion of their property taxes
that go to fund the local public schools.

Special education must be addressed.
It makes no sense to have a fixed-income
individual pay for well-off parents’ spe-
cial-education children equally.

Focus on educational excellence is true.
But how many math, scientists, doctors,
and engineers does our school system
graduate? How many can afford to live in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood?

Yes, contact your local officials, but be
aware that when I have, I almost never
heard anything back and their actions
appear that they do not listen, unless
you’re associated with the NJEA.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

I attended several (Westfield) Board of
Education (BOE) budget meetings last
year and supported the passage of a 4
percent increase in the school budget. To
learn shortly after the budget was passed
that another increase was going to be
requested through a bond referendum in
the middle of winter makes me wonder if
the BOE has the interests of taxpayers in
mind.

The importance of early childhood
education is undeniable, but to incur more
debt and higher transportation costs to
provide half-day Kindergarten for
Westfield’s children in one building seems
like the wrong solution to overcrowding
at some schools. I believe the early learn-
ing center is being proposed in lieu of
much needed redistricting at the middle

New Year Starts Right With
Cooperation and Involvement

This New Year’s Eve featured two successful area
community events – Family Night at the Armory and
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) concert.

Family Night, run by the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (WACC) and the Westfield Recreation
Department (WRD), was a first pass in filling the
void left from the defunct First Night program of
several years ago.

In 1996, the Westfield Y, led by Julia Black, imple-
mented a five-year Westfield First Night New Year’s
Eve commitment. Although a foundation was laid, it
ended upon the millennium change in 2000, and an
entertainment void was left on New Year’s Eve. The
WSO began its New Year’s Eve concert tradition as
one of the attractions of the event.

“After Westfield stopped doing ‘First Night,’ we
wanted to carry the flag and continue to provide the
public with cultural activities on New Year’s Eve,”
said WSO Maestro David Wroe. The concert was
terrific again this year.

Naomi McElynn of WACC and Traci Kastner of
WRD undertook the challenge to inaugurate Family
Night for New Year’s Eve this year. They hoped for
a few hundred people to enjoy the evening with their
family members. There was a great turnout at the
armory – perhaps more than double that expected.

Congratulations to Mrs. McElynn, Mrs. Kastner
and the WSO. We think it shows when the right
people are on the job and the community works
together. It’s a good start for 2007.

school level.
Are we making our kindergartners bear

the burden and disruption of redistricting
instead of taking more practical steps to
alleviate overcrowding at Roosevelt In-
termediary School by redistricting this
age group? Of course art and music rooms
are assets, but they do not solve critical
overcrowding issues where they exist. Is
fine arts education really what the bond
issue is about?

Let’s be clear on what we are voting
for: renovating Roosevelt; early educa-
tion; or improving fine arts in Westfield?
I would suggest the Citizens’ Advisory
Committee on Enrollment and the Board
of Education go back to the drawing board.

Julie Tarr
Westfield

Dr. Martin L. King
Essay Details are Set
WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. Association announces its an-
nual essay contest and memorial service.
The service will be held at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield on Monday,
January 15 at 1 p.m. Prior to the service,
there will be a procession to the church
beginning at 12:30 p.m. at the Martin
Luther King Memorial on the circle near
the Westfield train station. Everyone is
welcome to attend both events.

Reverend Leon Randall, the president
of the Martin Luther King Association
and Pastor Emeritus of St. Luke’s African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, will
be the featured speaker at the memorial
service. Reverend Randall’s community
activities in Westfield include leading the
effort to dedicate a street to the memory
of Paul Robeson as well as establishing a
permanent memorial to the work of Dr.
King. He has been a member of Westfield
Rotary, a Westfield Senior Housing trustee
and a member of the mayor’s Planning
Commission for a better Westfield.

The essay contest theme will be the
power of forgiveness. Children in all
grades are invited to submit poetry, es-
says and artwork that illustrate what for-
giveness means. Students are asked to
explain the meaning of forgiveness from
their own lives and discuss how it can
bring our community, country and world
together. Specific information about the
requirements for submitting work can be
addressed to Liz Wolf at
elizabethwolf@comcast.net. Information
is also available at the Westfield schools.
All work should be submitted to the child’s
classroom teacher or the main office of
the school no later than 3 p.m. today.

The top high-school essay and poem
will be read at the service. Certificates
will be presented to all winners. Winning
essays and poems will be published as a
supplement to the memorial service pro-
gram. Prizes for the contest are savings
bonds in $50, $100, $200 and $500 de-
nominations at the various grade levels
and categories.

COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tenebrous – Dark; gloomy
2. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter

CUMSHAW
1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. An undue burden or unfair demand
3. An ample amount or quantity
4. A tip or gratuity

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling stones

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For More Information
www.goleader.com/help


