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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Charlie Brown’s to Seek
SP Zoning Board Approval

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-
tives from Charlie Brown’s plan to ap-
pear before the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment next month to
seek various approvals so that recon-
struction of the restaurant, destroyed
by fire two weeks ago, can begin.

At the board’s March 1 meeting,
Charlie Brown’s is scheduled to seek
site plan approval and, due to the North
Avenue restaurant’s location within a
residential zone, a use variance.

Scotch Plains  Zoning Officer Rob-
ert LaCosta said, in preliminary dis-
cussions, the restaurant has indicated
it is considering installing a sprinkler
system in the new building. The new
restaurant would be less than 12,000-
square-feet in area and, thus, not com-
pelled by township regulations to in-
clude a sprinkler system.

A sign at the site, which was cleared
of the burned rubble within a day of
the January 24 early-morning fire,
promises that the restaurant will be
rebuilt, and Charlie Brown’s officials
told The Westfield Leader last week
they hope to have a rebuilt restaurant
open by Labor Day.

At its meeting last Thursday, the
zoning board unanimously approved
an application by Cingular Wireless,
which now bills itself as “the new

AT&T,” to place 12 cell-phone anten-
nas on a 115-foot-high PSE&G trans-
mission tower near Cooper Road. In
addition to the antennas, AT&T will
place a small support building at the
base of the tower that will house
support equipment.

Omnipoint Communications has had
12 cell-phone antennas on the tower
since 2005 after receiving board ap-
proval of a similar application. Last

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
BIG DIG...Workers update a gas line along North Avenue and Elm Street last
Friday, temporarily rerouting traffic. Work on the line continued into this week.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
FAST-PACED ACTION…Neil Sullivan of Westfield brooms away impediments
to the stone launched by Don Greb of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in
the challenge match against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of
Scotland. The Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their ten-
state tour last weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five
years. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Greb and Rod Black of
Fanwood. See story on page 17.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Union County Prosecutor’s Office
Looks Into Deed ‘Scam’ Letter
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has warned Union
County homeowners of a reported
scam involving the purchase of prop-
erty deeds.

Although not identified in her press
release, The Westfield Leader has iden-
tified the company by obtaining a
copy of a letter sent to area property
owners. The company is listed as
National Deed Service, Inc., located
at 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW –
Suite 300 in Washington, D.C.

Ms. Rajoppi said a private com-
pany has mailed out letters to prop-
erty owners offering to sell them prop-
erty deeds for $80 per document. She
said her office charges $8 for the first
page and $2 for each additional page.
The first page of a deed can be ac-
cessed on the clerk’s website,
clerk.ucnj.org, for free.

The letter states that, “The U.S.
Government Federal Citizen Informa-
tion Center website recommends that
property owners should have an offi-
cial or certified copy of their deed.”
The company offers to mail the prop-
erty owner a deed for $79.50. (The full
text of the letter is printed on page 10.)

Barry Isaacson, the owner of Na-
tional Deed Service (NDS), questioned
the scam charge, saying Ms. Rajoppi
should have investigated his company
before making the comment.

“We are a legitimate business. I’ve
been in public records since 1972,”
Mr. Isaacson told The Leader. He said
NDS was founded in 2001.

“We are doing this in 14 states, in
about 80 counties. I don’t know how
anyone can call this a scam. We save

people a trip to the courthouse,” Mr.
Isaacson said during a phone inter-
view last Thursday.

Among the states Mr. Isaacson said
he operates in are Illinois, California,
Texas, Nevada, Michigan, Wiscon-

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY GREEN...A bird’s eye view captures attendees of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade fundraiser at the
Kenilworth Veterans Hall Saturday night. The 11th annual parade will be held on Saturday, March 10, stepping off at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue in Union. The parade committee has named Elizabeth native Bill Lavin, president of the New Jersey State
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), as this year’s Grand Marshal. See story on page 3.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rec. Comm. Discusses Pool
Signups, Tamaques Fields

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Bernadette
Murphy, a resident, kicked off the
recreation commission Monday night
meeting by complaining about the
inconvenience of the process for sign-
ing up membership to the Westfield
Memorial Pool.

She said her main complaint was
the need to “line up at 5 a.m.” William
Palatucci, commission chairman, said
of the process, “Our view is it works
well.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufman said the line last year was
processed by 9:15 a.m. and everyone
who was there by then was granted
membership. Additionally, he said
everyone who went to the sign up but
was denied membership will be
treated as members for purposes of
signup this year.

Mr. Kaufman said most residents
need to stand on line only once unless
they permit their membership to lapse,
and that some of the need for a line
was the result of requirements of New
Jersey’s Green Acres program.

Officials noted that letters describ-
ing these policies and identifying
those residents qualifying, as mem-
bers had not yet been mailed out to
residents. This year’s registration in-
formation will be mailed this week.

Slight modifications to the plan for
the spray park at the pool have gone
out for bid, officials said. The modi-
fications slightly widen the play area
at the pool.

In other business, Leo White, presi-
dent of the Westfield Baseball League
(WBL), outlined plans for field 5 at
Tamaques Park. The primary visible
change would be the addition of a
galvanized steel backstop on the base-
ball field. It would  also be converted
to a smaller size, being reduced from
90-foot base paths to 70-foot format.

Work on the field is to be a mix of
contractor and town (DPW) labor. A
portion of the cost is to come from the
user fees that the recreation commis-
sion began collecting last year. Mr.
White compared the anticipated re-
sult to field 2. Mr. White also indi-
cated that WBL is examining up-
grades to fields at Gumbert Field.

A neighbor of Sid Fay and Houlihan
Fields, Donna Panagas, asked about
scheduling of lights at the fields. Mr.
Kaufman responded that the lights at
Houlihan are to go off at 9:30 p.m. and
at 9:45 p.m. at Sid Fay. The director said
the parking area remains lit all night.

Mr. Kaufman said at some point
during the spring, parking at the fields
would be impacted by the construction,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police on Lookout
For Bank Robber

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Local police departments
are on the lookout for a serial bank
robber who has hit 10 banks in Union,
Essex and Morris Counties since Sep-
tember.

Dubbed the “hat-wearing bandit,”
the robber wears different types of
hats in each of his robberies and at-
tacks mostly Commerce Banks.

According to published reports, the
suspect has worn baseball and mili-
tary caps and fishermen’s hats. Ber-
keley Heights’ police said the robber
wore a dark knit cap in his latest heist
at the Commerce Bank on Spring-
field Avenue on February 2.

The male suspect, described as be-
tween 45 and 55 years old, has robbed
banks in Chatham and Morris Town-
ships, Springfield, Summit and
Millburn. His first robbery was on on
September 22 at Springfield’s Com-
merce Bank on Morris Avenue. He
continues to strike every other week.

“He is a kind of unassuming guy,”
said Scotch Plains Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly. “The thing that is
unique is that he always has a hat on.”
However, Sergeant Donnelly said the
robber does not cover his face.

Sergeant Donnelly said the township
has eight or nine banks, including Com-
merce, which is located near Snuffy’s-
Pantagis restaurant. “We are keeping
an extra on that (Commerce Bank).”

“Fortunately, we haven’t been hit,”
Sergeant Donnelly said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said his officers have been
instructed to “keep an eye on the
banks” during their patrols.

“He is definitely on our watch list,”
Chief Parizeau said, noting that four
Commerce Banks are located in the
area, including one on North Avenue.
Commerce also has branches on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains and North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue in Fanwood.

Chief Parizeau said the suspect in-
dicates he has a gun; however, no
firearm has been displayed in most of
the robberies.

“(In) the majority (of the robberies),
he doesn’t display a weapon…and
that’s not to bring attention to him-
self,” Chief Parizeau said.

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said the three banks in the
borough, two branches of Bank of
America and Valley National Bank,
have been been shown a picture of the
suspect. “And, if they [see] anything
suspicious, [they are] to contact us im-
mediately.”

Captain Osieja said because the
robber has only selected Commerce
Banks, “it would make you believe
[he] is probably a disgruntled former
employee or customer.”

Should the robber enter the area, he
said, it is likely he would pass through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
STORES HAVE VALENTINE’S DAY COVE(RED)...Westfield businesses get
festive for Valentine’s Day next Wednesday. Above, the Gap wishes shoppers a
happy Valentine’s Day in the style of its company-wide Red campaign. Below,
Brummer’s Chocolate displays an array of chocolates and gift ideas.

Foerst Aims to Make Demo
Notification More ‘Vigilant’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman James Foerst,  chairman of the
town council’s code review and town
property committee, recommended
measures Tuesday night  that would
make the town more “vigilant” in terms
of demolition permit notifications.

Upon discussion, the council con-
curred with Mr. Foerst to move the
recommendations forward.

Mr. Foerst said the “ultimate author-
ity” on demolition warnings rests, pur-
suant to New Jersey administrative code,
in the town’s designated building offi-
cial, Steve Freedman. The code lays out
notification provisions, but the com-
mittee looked to “tighten those up.”

One of Mr. Foerst’s recommenda-
tions sought to “define what a demoli-
tion is.” Under the proposed defini-

tion, the knocking down of 75 percent
or more of a building would be consid-
ered a demolition and would “trigger”
the adherence to other conditions.

One condition would more strictly
enforce the asbestos-abatement policy.
If deemed to be a demolition, an as-
bestos-removal company would have
to confirm that all traces of the “envi-
ronmental contaminant” are removed
prior to issuance of a permit.

Similarly, once termed a demoli-
tion site, a homeowner would face a
stricter rodent-abatement policy.

Mr. Foerst said the administrative
code allows the town to require that
“adjoining property owners receive
notice.” Adjoining properties consist of
those that touch or abut one another; no
consideration is made for a house across
the street from a demolition site.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Technology Budget Causes
Debate at BOE Meeting

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Board of Educa-
tion Business Administrator Robert
Berman presented the board with the
proposed technology budget on Tues-
day night.

Among the proposed initiatives are
new computers for the 24 fifth-grade
classrooms with a price tag of $34,344,
and eight carts for those same class-
rooms containing 20 laptops each,
which would cost $60,418. The latter
initiative is not yet factored into the
current proposed budget but was sup-
ported by faculty and administration
at the meeting, Mr. Berman said.

Tamaques School Principal Mike
Cullen said the two components of
the fifth-grade technology curricu-
lum go hand in hand, but if forced to
choose between the two, he would
select the laptops simply because there
are currently desktop computers in

the classrooms. “With the allowance
of prayer in the public schools, we’ll
go with the laptop carts, and hope that
those desktops don’t break down.”

Board member Beth Cassie sug-
gested using older but more compat-
ible computers for the fifth-grade class-
rooms as a way of cutting costs, while
adding the laptops to the curriculum.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said her agreed with this
notion, as long as new computers for
the fifth-graders are put on high pri-
ority for the next school year.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
pointed to the necessity of making tech-
nology a priority in the classrooms. She
asked the district’s technology depart-
ment supervisor Barbara Mammen to
give the board “a better understanding
of what is mandated at the state and
federal level” with regard to technol-
ogy, and specifically whether the new
supplies are needed in the fifth-grade
classrooms for the coming year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Town, Kasko Reach
Settlement Agreement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea told The Westfield
Leader Wednesday morning that “the
Town of Westfield and Officer Greg
Kasko have reached an agreement.
He will be retiring from the police
force in late 2007.”

In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed litigation
against the town, alleging he was ha-
rassed and retaliated against after he
reported information to town officials
per the town’s whistleblower policy.

The town suspended Mr. Kasko
with pay on July 7, 2006 for making
“false statements of material facts to
superior officers during an adminis-
trative hearing while under oath” dur-
ing a disciplinary hearing held in
May, as well as for statements alleg-
edly made during a police investiga-
tion conducted by superior officers.

The town previously suspended Mr.

Kasko for four days on charges that
he demonstrated “arrogant and disre-
spectful behavior” towards Mr. Gildea
and for publicly criticizing the ac-
tions of former Police Chief Bernard
Tracy during an altercation in the
town administrator’s office on No-
vember 3, 2004.

He was suspended six days for
sleeping on the job and failing to back
up an officer on a motor vehicle stop
in January 29, 2006.

Mr. Gildea said the agreement is
“global” and “takes care of all out-
standing matters between Kasko vs.
The Town of Westfield, including the
disciplinary hearing and the lawsuit.”

In terms of what “global” entails,
Mr. Gildea said what resulted is an
agreement “between all the parties in
the settlement, including myself, the
labor attorney, the attorney for the
joint insurance fund, Former Chief

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Erratum
On the front-page photograph last week

depicting U.S. Attorney Christopher
Christie, Joe Starkey was mistakenly iden-
tified as Bill Sanders. We regret the error.

week’s hearing was far less emotional
than the earlier Omnipoint hearing,
when several neighbors raised concerns
about the health risks of the radio waves
emanating from the antennas.

Last week, Kenneth Foster, who has
studied the possible medical and health
risks from radio frequencies, said the
level of radio waves reaching the
ground and any persons in the area
would be minimal and “well below”
established guidelines. His brief testi-
mony was allowed even though fed-
eral regulations and court rulings for-
bid municipal land use boards from

Reprint of Letter Mailed to County
Residents Re. Certified Deed Copies

Editor’s Note: The following is a reprint of a letter received by certain Union
County property owners offering to provide a certified copy of one’s property deed
for $79.50. The letter has prompted a notice from Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi urging residents to avoid paying an excessive amount for a document
readily available from the county.

*    *    *    *
National Deed Service, Inc.
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW – Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20004
Phone 800-634-7126
www.nationaldeed.com

RE: UNION COUNTY CLERK DOCUMENT [document number]
Our records show that property deed document [document number] recorded
[date] indicates your ownership interest in the property located at [address].
At the time you purchased your property, a deed was prepared that shows the title
was transferred to you. This deed was recorded by the Union County Clerk.
The U.S. Government Federal Citizen Information Center website recommends
that property owners should have an official or certified copy of their deed. If you
don’t already have this important document, you may obtain one now. This
document provides evidence that your property was transferred to you.
To obtain a certified copy of your deed, complete the order form below and return
it in the enclosed postage paid envelope with your payment of $79.50 which
includes postage and handling or fill in the credit card information below and either
mail or fax your order to 800-682-1707.
Due to the large number of transactions, this will be your only notice of our service.
All orders will be handled promptly.
National Deed Service, Inc.

National Deed Service, Inc. is not affiliated with any government agency.
Many government records are available free or at a nominal cost from government
agencies.

* Below the letter text, an order form requests payment information and includes
a section in which an individual can write his or her credit card number with
expiration date to mail back to the company.

sin, New York and Pennsylvania. He
does not service Connecticut.

Mr. Isaacson said his letter includes
a disclaimer that reads: “National
Deed Service, Inc., is not affiliated
with any governmental agency.”

“It’s really a service (for people)
who don’t have a copy of their deed,”
Mr. Isaacson said. He said “indepen-
dent contractors,” who research and
obtain certified copies of documents
for him, obtain records. Mr. Isaacson
said he buys mailing lists for poten-
tial customers from another company.

“There is nothing criminal in-
volved, but it is, nonetheless, price
gouging,” Ms. Rajoppi told The
Leader, noting she had inquired about
the legality of the letter to Union
County Counsel Robert Barry.

She said residents can easily ac-
cess and obtain records by going on
the clerk’s website or by writing or
calling her office at (908) 527-4787.

Neil Sullivan, president of Westfield
Mortgage and a former Westfield town
councilman, said he can gain access to
property records and print them for an
entire town “in a few minutes,” utiliz-
ing a number of websites such as the
county clerks’ websites in Union and
Middlesex Counties.

“So, it’s not that difficult to get or
produce,” Mr. Sullivan said. “The data
is all out there and it is all public.”

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said his office has assigned
an investigator to the case to look at the

legality of NDS’s operation, including
whether the company pays New
Jersey’s 7-percent sales tax.

“We are looking into this thor-
oughly,” Mr. Romankow said.

Assistant Prosecutor William
Kolano, assigned to the case by the
prosecutor’s office, said the mailing
is “probably not in any violation of
any criminal laws in New Jersey.”

He said Ms. Rajoppi’s action to
bring the matter to the public and the
news media’s attention has helped
make residents knowledgeable.

United States Postal Service
spokesman George Flood said in an
e-mail to The Leader, “The over-
whelming majority of direct market-
ers are legitimate business people.
Unfortunately, there are isolated con
artists, who will prey on unwitting
victims.”

“Accordingly, U.S. Postal Inspec-
tors investigate any crime in which
the U.S. Mail is used to further a
scheme – whether it originated in the
mail, by telephone or on the Internet.
The use of the U.S. Mail is what
makes it mail fraud.”

He said anyone who feels he or she
may have been victimized in a fraud
scheme that involves the U.S. Mail
can submit a Mail Fraud Complaint
Form to the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service. Forms are available online at
usps.com/postalinspectors or by call-
ing the Inspection Service’s Newark
office at (973) 693-5400.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY GREEN...Taking a moment out from the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
fundraiser celebration at the Kenilworth Veterans Hall Tuesday night, from left
to right, are: Westfield resident Kay Felter and friends Doreen and Tom Cooke.

WF Planning Bd. Supports
Cemetery Historic Designation

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s plan-
ning board Monday night approved
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s request for review and
recommendation of its application for
historic designation of its cemetery.

The cemetery, formally called The
Burial Ground of the Presbyterian
Church in the West Fields of
Elizabethtown, is located at 125
Mountain Avenue.

Dave Rogers of Kimball Circle pre-
sented the request and told the board
that the cemetery has approximately
1,125 graves.

“Many of the original residents and
town founders like Scudder, Hetfield
and Quimby, some of the names you
see on town streets, are buried in the
cemetery,” he said.

The burials date back to the 1720s,
which is before the official founding of
Westfield, and includes the soldiers’
graves from the Revolutionary War,
French-Indian War, War of 1812 and
the Civil War, said Mr. Rogers. Accord-
ing to Westfieldnjhistory.com, the burial
ground also includes the unmarked
graves of slaves.

Another historic feature of the cem-

etery is stone carvings by Ebenezer
Price, said Mr. Rogers. Mr. Price was
a renowned stonecutter of the period
who was also active in the church
and, according to the history website,
died in 1745. He is buried in plot no.
277. Stone cutting is considered to be
an American folk art.

Board president Vincent Wilt asked
Mr. Rogers the number of Revolu-
tionary War soldiers buried in the
cemetery. Mr. Rogers said he’d have
to verify the exact number, but he
believed it to be 71.

He said that designation of the cem-
etery as historic would be a “benefit
to the town, the town’s history and the
church’s history.” The board unani-
mously approved the request.

Prior to the founding of Fairview
Cemetery in 1868, the Burial Grounds
of the Presbyterian Church was
Westfield’s main cemetery. Limited
by space, use of the church cemetery
declined.

In an interview following the meet-
ing, Mr. Rogers told The Westfield
Leader that new burials allowed in
the cemetery will be confined to those
who can prove they have a plot deed.
“I only know of one,” he said, “and
the owner’s not interested.”

WFD Assists Families
During Cold Spell

WESTFIELD – Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly reported that the department
has assisted three families left temporarily
homeless due to this week’s cold spell.

Chief Kelly told The Westfield Leader
that four adults and a child residing at a
two-family home in the 300 block of South
Avenue were assisted until repairs could
be made to the building’s heating system.

Firefighters, the municipal health de-
partment and the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross helped
relocate a family in the 500 block of
Trinity Place due to frozen pipes.

Chief Kelly also serves as the town’s
emergency management coordinator.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Charlie Brown’s
using the possible health-risk factor as
a reason for denying applications for
placement of such antennas.

Frank Pazden, a professional engi-
neer, said company representatives
would likely visit the support build-
ing, which will be enclosed by a
locked fence, about once a month.

Peter Tolischus, a professional plan-
ner, said that particular tower was cho-
sen from among a handful running
through the easement that parallels
Terrill Road because it was the best
location from which to improve cell-
phone reception. A tower to the north,
he said, was located in the midst of
wetlands, while a tower to the south
was located much closer to homes.

Nathan Lawrence for The Westfield Leader
HISTORIC CEMETERY…The Westfield Planning Board on Monday night
approved the burial grounds of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield near the
corner of East Broad and Mountain Avenue as a site for historic designation. The
cemetery was started in the 1720s and includes the graves of Westfield founders,
Revolutionary War soldiers and Civil War veterans.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deed ‘Scam’ Letter

POLICE BLOTTER
WANTED

Courtesy of  Berkeley Heights Police
Detective Sergeant Stephen Stamler

BANK ROBBER...Video tape captures
robbery in action last Saturday at the
Commerce Bank in Berkeley Heights.
The middle-aged, white male of aver-
age build is believed to be same person
responsible for ten recent bank rob-
beries in the region. The robber wears
a hat, blends in the crowd, is polite and
exits in three to four minutes.

Westfield
Saturday, January 27, a Union resident

reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while parked
in a municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street. The passenger side mir-
ror on the vehicle was removed and the
driver’s side mirror was broken.

Saturday, January 27, Christopher Hopke,
35, of Cranford was arrested at Gallows Hill
Road and Fairacres Avenue for allegedly
driving while intoxicated. Hopke was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Sunday, January 28, Davidson Seide,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues on an outstanding Elizabeth
criminal warrant with $100 bail. He was
released on his own recognizance per the
Elizabeth Police Department.

Sunday, January 28, a resident of the
200 block of Watchung Fork reported
that two flower planters situated in her
front yard were damaged as a result of an
apparent act of criminal mischief.

Sunday, January 28, Jeffrey Velez, 31,
of Kenilworth was arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the 700 block of North
Avenue on a contempt of court motor
vehicle warrant issued by Kenilworth.
Velez also was cited for operating a motor
vehicle with a revoked driver’s license.
He posted the $282 bail on the warrant
and was released.

Monday, January 29, an East Broad
Street business reported that a basement
area was unlawfully entered. Nothing was
reported missing, but a door and handle
were damaged.

Monday, January 29, Charles Newsome,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at East South and Windsor
Avenues. He was charged with possession
of a prohibited weapon, described by police
as a gravity knife, and with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly providing police with
a false name and age.

Newsome also was wanted on an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant for $380.
Released on his own recognizance per the
Elizabeth Municipal Court on that warrant
pending a future court date, he was re-
leased with summonses on the Westfield
charges with a February 5 court date.

Tuesday, January 30, Jenifer L. Terry,
27, of Linden was arrested at Central and
Lenox Avenues on a motor vehicle warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
She posted the $225 bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 31, David
Napiorski, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Scotch Plains traffic warrant
with $120 bail. He was released on his
own recognizance per the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Wednesday, January 31, Gerald Thomp-
son, 42, of Westfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on open crimi-
nal warrants from Westfield and Middlesex
Borough with bail amounts of $500 and
$43, respectively. He was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Wednesday, January 31, Emily Smythe,
23, of Westfield was arrested in Scotch
Plains on an outstanding Westfield crimi-
nal warrant. She was released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Thursday, February 1, Colin Faust, 19,
Evan Pantano, 19, Nicholas Johnson, 19,
and Scott Steinbrecher, 20, all of Westfield,
were arrested for alleged possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana.

The four, arrested after being stopped
in a motor vehicle operated by
Steinbrecher at East Grove Street and
Grandview Avenue, were transported to
Westfield police headquarters and later
released with summonses pending their
court appearance.

Thursday, February 1, a resident of
South Avenue, West reported an unlaw-
ful entry into her motor vehicle and the
subsequent theft of a Motorola Bluetooth
headset, a cellular telephone charger,
multiple compact disks and $2 in coin
change. The vehicle was parked in her
driveway and unlocked at the time the
break-in occurred.

Thursday, February 1, Stephanie
Gabriel, 41, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Fanwood traffic warrant for
$500. She was released after posting bail.

Thursday, February 1, Alyson Mannino,
30, of Westfield and David Saez, 28, of
Queens, N.Y. were arrested in the 200
block of Orchard Street for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana.
Saez also was held on two open criminal
warrants from Paterson with a total of
$652 bail. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail, while
Mannino was released with a summons.

Friday, February 2, Kenneth Harmon,
27, of Plainfield was arrested for alleged
possession of cocaine and alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana.
Stephanie Johnson, 26, of Plainfield also
was arrested for alleged possession of

less than 50 grams of marijuana.
Both were arrested during a motor ve-

hicle stop at North Scotch Plains Avenue
and Drake Place and both were released
on their own recognizance.

Sunday, February 4, David Rudnicki,
28, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting $12 in candy from an
establishment in the 1200 block of South
Avenue. He also was charged with crimi-
nal mischief after he allegedly kicked and
shattered the mug shot lighting system at
Westfield police headquarters. Rudnicki
was released on his own recognizance on
both charges.

Monday, February 5, Jose Funes, 26,
of Cranford was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at Springfield Avenue and
Unami Terrace on an outstanding
Fanwood traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $250 bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 31, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that someone
threw a rock at the house and broke the
front window.

Thursday, February 1, a resident of
Grenville Road reported someone
smashed the windshield of his vehicle
while it was parked in front of his house.

Friday, February 2, an employee of a
South Avenue business reported receiving
terroristic threats from an unidentified per-
son demanding money over the phone.

Friday, February 2, a Mountain Av-
enue resident reported that someone threw
a rock through his windshield.

Friday, February 2, Dejon Williams,
33, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Union County.

Saturday, February 3, Cornelio Cojun,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for wrong-
ful impersonation. According to police,
the suspect stole the Social Security num-
ber of an unidentified victim and obtained
a job under the victim’s name. Police said
Cojun failed to pay income tax on the
income earned. The suspect is being held
on $15,000 bail.

Fanwood
Thursday, February 1, Katheryn J.

Connelly, 24, of Weehawken, was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood after a field investigation.

Friday, February 2, Carlos M. Garland,
35, of Somerville, was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. Hew was re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 3, Dominque C. Ellis,
19, of Plainfield, was arrested for DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. She
was released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 3, Elijah D.
Trammell, 19, of Plainfield, was arrested
on outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, February 4, Francesca L.
Albano, 19, of Scotch Plains, was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance after a
motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, February 6, Kevin M.
Coleman, 48, of Plainfield, was arrested
on an outstanding Union County Sheriff’s
body warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Mountainside
Thursday, February 1, Charles A.

Hilliard, 40, was arrested at the Irvington
Police Department and charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $730.

Friday, February 2, Hodis Jackson, 42,
of Summit was arrested and charged with
resisting arrest, eluding police and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. According
to police, Jackson was stopped for a mo-
tor vehicle violation in Scotch Plains and
fled the scene when police approached
the vehicle.

A pursuit by Mountainside police en-
sued ending in Hodis losing control of the
vehicle after striking a curb, police said.
Hodis exited the vehicle and a foot pursuit
occurred with police taking Hodis into
custody, police said. Hodis’ wife and two
infant children were passengers in the
vehicle during the pursuit, but were unin-
jured, police said.

Saturday, February 3, a contractor work-
ing on a vacant house on Knightsbridge
Road reported that $2,950 worth of tools
were taken from the job site sometime
overnight.

Sunday, February 4, Adham M. El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield, was arrested
following a motor vehicle violation for fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt and charged with
driving with a suspended license. He was
also charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Berkeley Heights for $81, police said.

Sunday, February 4, a resident of Robin
Hood Road reported that someone broke
into the home and stole approximately
$10,000 worth of jewelry.

As per the new measure, once a
demolition is approved at a council
meeting on a Tuesday, “the next day,
Wednesday, the authority will be given
to the building department, which will
be able to give a form that the builder
and property owner would have to serve
upon those people to receive notice.

“Notice would arrive through per-
sonal service or certified mail. Once
the applicant is able to prove that he
or she has given notice, the building
department will then count three busi-
ness days. At the end of the three
days, they will be able to issue the
permit,” Mr. Foerst added.

The notification contents would
include the date of the council’s ap-
proval, town official information,
contact information for the property
owner and contractor and the esti-
mated date of the demolition.

He added, “This is going to have a
huge impact on letting the neighbor-
hood know what’s going on. It will
make our neighborhoods safer and
take away the shock factor that exists.”

Third Ward Councilman David Haas
asked, “Could we extend notification
beyond neighboring properties?”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said, “The courts have looked at a
number of the cases where munici-
palities have sought to impose more
onerous requirements than the state
statute permits in the area of zoning
and, generally, those are struck down.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins said, “neighbors who do get
the notice can make copies and dis-
tribute them around the neighborhood.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and Township Manager Tom Atkins
have contacted their Westfield coun-
terparts, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, about

Clarification
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) Local  No.
90 President Leonard Lugo said police
salaries and increases mentioned in last
week’s front-page article “weren’t re-
flected properly.”

He said, when calculating the percent-
age that officers’ salaries will rise, 2009
numbers must be factored in differently.

That year, according to the contract,
“holiday pay will be incorporated into the
base salary,” Mr. Lugo said.

Officers’ pensions are calculated by
their base pay.

Calling Westfield a “dinosaur” in terms
of its holiday pay policy, he said it is a
“way to increase an officer’s pay, but
save the town money and lower the
officer’s pension contribution.”

He said holiday pay is calculated by
taking the officer’s hourly rate, multiply-
ing it by eight (hours) and then 13 (days).

“It’s an item already paid for,” he said.
“Now, it’s part of pensionable pay (start-
ing in 2009).”

In addition, beginning in 2007, salaries
incorporate the addition of a clothing
allowance of $625, which used to be
received separately from base salary and
not pensionable.

Officers will earn yearly raises of 3.5
percent, 4 percent, 4.5 percent (broken
into two 2.25 percentage halves) and 3.75
percent for the final year.

extending the use of the Lamberts
Mill Road conservation center to
Scotch Plains residents again this year.
Last year’s agreement, in which the
town sold 26 permits to Scotch Plains
residents, kicked in around July.

“From our perspective, it’s a very
easy and worthwhile program to make
a few dollars…I recommend keeping
it. With a full year, we might have
much more usage,” Mr. Gildea said.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca said, “Scotch Plains
is very anxious to do it. We’re charging
Scotch Plains twice what we’re charg-
ing Westfield. It has a positive impact
on Westfield taxpayers. It’s a benefit
to Scotch Plains residents. In my mind,
it’s really a win-win (situation).”

“I would disagree with Councilman
Ciarrocca. In my mind, it’s a win-lose
(situation),” Mr. Foerst replied. Mr.
Foerst touted how “shared services
can save us money in the future,” but
said it has a “negative and dispropor-
tionate impact on my residents (in the
fourth ward), who are going to feel the
traffic impact, who are going to see the
shrubs on their streets.”

Fellow Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski suggested a “trial”
period, where the practice could be
continued with Scotch Plains, but in-
stead of issuing 300 permits, the town
would accept 100 to 150.

Mayor Skibitsky said that anything
“significantly” less than 300 wouldn’t
“be a fair trial,” and recommended al-
lowing 300 permits for this year alone.
Both fourth ward councilmen said they
would not support the measure.

likely for three to four days, the result of
the need to connect a new power sub-
station across the railroad tracks into a
manhole on Lamberts Mill Road.

He also said that the parking area
would be paved with processed road
millings, creating a lower cost and
more porous surface, so that it would
contribute less to runoff problems.

On another matter, a heated ex-
change took place between board of
education representative Richard
Solomon and other board members.
It settled down after it was explained
that user fees could be used for BOE
fields based on petitions by user
groups or even the school board.

The intent of the application of user
fees was also clarified for Mr. Solomon
as being for maintenance and equip-
ment, but not for capital projects.

New playground equipment has
been installed at Windsor Park and  at
Tamaques Upper and Gumbert Fields,
and will be installed at Mindowaskin
Park during the first week of March.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recreation

Mountainside, given its location on
Route 22 and proximity to major ar-
teries, such as Route 78, Mountain
and Springfield Avenues.

Meanwhile, “measures are being
taken” by the Fanwood Police De-
partment to protect banks and catch
the robber should he strike in the
borough, according to Detective Eu-
gene Chin. He  declined to specify his
department’s actions.

“We are trying to catch this guy. He
is very annoying and you can quote
me on that,” said Eileen Walsh, a
spokeswoman for the county
Prosecutor’s Office.

She urged anyone with information
to call Union County Crimestoppers
at (908) 654-TIPS (8477). A reward
may be forthcoming for information
“leading to arrest and indictment” of
the suspect. The anonymous tips
hotline operates 24 hours a day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bank Robber

Ms. Mammen responded, “I don’t
think we have the luxury to wait,
because that is just saying that we are
not going to meet the [state and fed-
eral curriculum] standards. If we can
be creative with getting the resources,
that’s great. If we can’t get anything,
then we will take a step back.”

Board member Richard Solomon
commented on the importance of con-
centrating the technology curriculum
on younger students. “For me, fifth
grade is the priority,” he said.

Board member Julia Walker dis-
agreed, saying, “With sixth-, seventh-
and eighth- graders, I think we will get
more bang for our buck… They’re ready.
They can be moved along more quickly.”

Pam Friedman, a computer teacher
at Roosevelt Intermediate School,
agreed that there should be more tech-
nology curriculum for middle school
students. She said, “There are sixth-
graders who can have a computer class
the first marking period, nothing for
seventh grade, and somehow not get
into an eighth-grade elective. These
students go into high school having
taken their last computer class in the
first marking period of sixth grade.”

Mr. Cullen responded, “I think in-
termediate is important, but I think
elementary is equally important.”

He said, “I really urge you to keep
the grade levels together and move
them forward concurrently. Because
if you do it in phases – well, it’s like
the ‘Sophie’s Choice’ of technology.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Ed.
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Westfield Council

(Bernard) Tracy, the council, the PBA,
Mr. Kasko and his rep.”

Mr. Gildea said Mr. Kasko would
“still be working for the town. He will
retire later this year. He will continue
to be here until that time. I can’t share
too much about that. He’ll be work-
ing for the town.”

Concerning a financial settlement
and obligation, Mr. Gildea said, “I
can’t say. There is a financial piece of
this. It’s very fair for both sides.”

The disciplinary hearing carried a
recommendation, which Mr. Gildea
said “is part of the agreement, but will
not be carried out, assuming all per-
formance measures will be agreed
upon between Kasko and the Town of
Westfield.”

In terms of the “performance mea-
sures,” they include handling “all out-
standing issues” of the disciplinary
hearing, the lawsuit against the town
and Mr. Kasko’s agreement to submit
a letter of retirement “that is irrevo-
cable.”

When asked of Mr. Kasko’s duties,
powers and status, Mr. Gildea re-
sponded, “He will remain as an em-
ployee until his retirement.”

The Leader has filed an Open Pub-
lic Records Act (OPRA) request to
the Town of Westfield in regards to
copies of the settlement agreement,
all related documents, correspon-
dence, e-mails, hearing officer and
expert reports, meeting minutes and
taped sessions, in addition to all costs
to the taxpayer.

The Leader made calls to Mr.
Kasko’s attorney, Anthony Pope, Mr.
Kasko and Mayor Andy Skibitsky, but
none were returned as of press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kasko
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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Charlie Brown’s to Seek
SP Zoning Board’s Approval

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Representa-
tives from Charlie Brown’s plan to
appear before the township’s zoning
board of adjustment next month to
seek various approvals so that recon-
struction of the restaurant, which was
destroyed by fire two weeks ago, can
begin.

At the board’s Thursday, March 1,
meeting, Charlie Brown’s is sched-
uled to seek site plan approval and,
due to the North Avenue restaurant’s
location within a residential zone, a
use variance.

Township Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta said, in preliminary discus-
sions, the restaurant has indicated it
is considering installing a sprinkler
system in the new building. The new
restaurant would be less than 12,000-
square-feet in area and, thus, not com-
pelled by township regulations to in-
clude a sprinkler system.

A sign at the site, which was cleared
of the burned rubble within a day of
the January 24 early-morning fire,
promises that the restaurant will be
rebuilt, and Charlie Brown’s officials
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week they hope to have a
rebuilt restaurant open by Labor Day.

At its meeting last Thursday, the
zoning board unanimously approved
an application by Cingular Wireless,
which now bills itself as “the new
AT&T,” to place 12 cell-phone anten-
nas on a 115-foot-high PSE&G trans-
mission tower near Cooper Road. In
addition to the antennas, AT&T will
place a small support building at the
base of the tower that will house
support equipment.

Omnipoint Communications has
had 12 cell-phone antennas on the
tower since 2005 after receiving board
approval of a similar application. Last
week’s hearing was far less emo-
tional than the earlier Omnipoint hear-
ing, when several neighbors raised
concerns about the health risks of the
radio waves emanating from the an-
tennas.

Last week, Kenneth Foster, who
has studied the possible medical and
health risks from radio frequencies,
said the level of radio waves reaching
the ground and any persons in the
area would be minimal and “well
below” established guidelines. His
brief testimony was allowed even
though federal regulations and court
rulings forbid municipal land-use
boards from using the possible health-
risk factor as a reason for denying
applications for placement of such
antennas.

Frank Pazden, a professional engi-
neer, said that company representa-
tives would likely visit the support
building, which will be enclosed by a
locked fence, about once a month.

Peter Tolischus, a professional plan-
ner, said that particular tower was cho-
sen from among a handful running

through the easement that parallels
Terrill Road because it was the best
location from which to improve cell-
phone reception. A tower to the north,
he said, was located in the midst of
wetlands, while a tower to the south
was located much closer to homes.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAST-PACED ACTION…Rod Black of Fanwood, right, assists Neil Sullivan of
Westfield, left, as they broom away impediments to the stone launched by Don
Greb, center, of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in the challenge match
against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of Scotland. The
Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their ten-state tour last
weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five years. See
story on page 17.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY GREEN...A bird’s eye view captures attendees of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade fundraiser at the
Kenilworth Veterans Hall Saturday night. The 11th annual parade will be held on Saturday, March 10, stepping off at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue in Union. The parade committee has named Elizabeth native Bill Lavin, president of the New Jersey State
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), as this year’s Grand Marshal. See story on page 3.

Prosecutor Investigates
Deed ‘Scam’ Letter

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has warned Union
County homeowners of a reported
scam involving the purchase of prop-
erty deeds.

Although not identified in her press
release, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times has identified the company by
obtaining a copy of a letter sent to area
property owners. The company is listed
as National Deed Service, Inc., lo-
cated at 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW – Suite 300 in Washington, D.C.

Ms. Rajoppi said a private com-
pany has mailed out letters to prop-
erty owners offering to sell them prop-
erty deeds for $80 per document. She
said her office charges $8 for the first
page and $2 for each additional page.
The first page of a deed can be ac-
cessed on the clerk’s website,
clerk.ucnj.org, for free.

The letter states that, “The U.S.

Government Federal Citizen Informa-
tion Center website recommends that
property owners should have an offi-
cial or certified copy of their deed.”
The company offers to mail the prop-
erty owner a deed for $79.50. (The full
text of the letter is printed on page 10.)

Barry Isaacson, the owner of Na-
tional Deed Service (NDS), questioned
the scam charge, saying Ms. Rajoppi
should have investigated his company
before making the comment.

“We are a legitimate business. I’ve
been in public records since 1972,”
Mr. Isaacson told The Times. He said
NDS was founded in 2001.

“We are doing this in 14 states, in
about 80 counties. I don’t know how
anyone can call this a scam. We save
people a trip to the courthouse,” Mr.
Isaacson said during a phone inter-
view last Thursday.

Among the states Mr. Isaacson said
he operates in are Illinois, California,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police on Lookout
For Bank Robber

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Local police departments
are on the lookout for a serial bank
robber who has hit 10 banks in Union,
Essex and Morris Counties since Sep-
tember.

Dubbed the “hat-wearing bandit,”
the robber wears different types of
hats in each of his robberies and at-
tacks mostly Commerce Banks.

According to published reports, the
suspect has worn baseball and mili-
tary caps and fishermen’s hats. Ber-
keley Heights’ police said the robber
wore a dark knit cap in his latest heist
at the Commerce Bank on Spring-
field Avenue on February 2.

The male suspect, described as be-
tween 45 and 55 years old, has robbed
banks in Chatham and Morris Town-
ships, Springfield, Summit and
Millburn. He robbed first on Septem-
ber 22 at Springfield’s Commerce
Bank on Morris Avenue. He contin-
ues to strike every other week.

“He is a kind of unassuming guy,”
said Scotch Plains Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly. “The thing that is
unique is that he always has a hat on.”
However, Sergeant Donnelly said the
robber does not cover his face.

Sergeant Donnelly said the township
has eight or nine banks, including Com-
merce, which is located near Snuffy’s-
Pantagis restaurant. “We are keeping
an extra on that (Commerce Bank).”

“Fortunately, we haven’t been hit,”
Sergeant Donnelly said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said his officers have been
instructed to “keep an eye on the
banks” during their patrols.

“He is definitely on our watch list,”
Chief Parizeau said, noting that four
Commerce Banks are located in the
area, including one on North Avenue.
Commerce also has branches on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains and North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue in Fanwood.

Chief Parizeau said the suspect in-
dicates he has a gun; however, no
firearm has been displayed in most of
the robberies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BE MINE...Irma’s Bag, the Hallmark store in Fanwood, anticipates the Valentine’s
Day holiday next Wednesday with balloons, cards and special chocolates and
candies. See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

TDR Program Focusing on
South Avenue Preservation

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council Tues-
day night received an update on plans
for a local Transfer Development
Rights (TDR) program, with one eye
on fostering historic property preser-
vation and the other on South Avenue
economic redevelopment. The TDR
update came during the governing
body’s monthly agenda meeting.

“After more than one-and-a-half
years [of work], now we’re kind of at
the end of the tunnel on this project,”
said Mayor Mahr.

Stan Slachetka, of T&M Associ-
ates (the borough’s TDR consultant)
presented Tuesday night’s update.
“Fanwood is being looked at as a
potential model [for historic preser-
vation] even before completion of its
[TDR] program,” he said.

Nearly two years ago, Fanwood ap-
plied for a grant to establish a TDR
program. Essentially, it would enable
interested property owners in one sec-
tion of town (Fanwood’s historic dis-
trict, in this case), to sell a portion or all
of their future development rights, pre-
serving their properties indefinitely.

Willing participants in another part
of town (in this case, along portions
of the South Avenue corridor beyond
downtown, including Old South Av-

enue near the A&P supermarket) can
then buy these development rights
within the so-called “sending dis-
trict” in exchange for credits and in-
centives to build on or redevelop their
properties in the “receiving district.”

Mr. Slachetka said that under state
law, Fanwood’s TDR program must
include an amendment to the
borough’s Master Plan, which would
“form the foundation” for implemen-
tation. In addition, he said a “vision-
ing plan” based on a series of previ-
ously held community meetings for
South Avenue would serve as “guide-
lines for development,” also becom-
ing part of the Master Plan.

He said the program’s Master Plan
requirements would ensure the bor-
ough that redevelopment follows lo-
cal land-use and zoning ordinances.

Mr. Slachetka said 95 properties
have been identified as potential can-
didates for preservation under a local
TDR program. Most are located in the
borough’s historic district, but about a
dozen “additional properties of local
significance” are “in a variety of loca-
tions” elsewhere in town, he said.

Property owners have previously
been contacted about the TDR program
(a few have already expressed interest),
but they would likely receive another
mailing with more details if the pro-

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Clockwise from top left: GETTING STARTED…Site prepa-
ration work progresses on South Avenue in Fanwood at the
location of a future Goddard School for Early Childhood
Development. Seen in the background are the Chelsea
Residences, far right, and the 300 South Avenue develop-
ment, left; ALMOST DONE...The Victorian-style condo-
miniums and offices at 300 South Avenue in Fanwood,
across from the Chelsea Residences, are on target for
completion this year, officials say; GOING UP…The foun-
dation takes shape at Station Mews, across from the Fanwood
train station and behind the former Dean Oil property. The
development will feature eight condominiums and room for
four retail businesses when it opens in the fall.

Fanwood Redevelopment Progresses

SP Officials to Meet with Residents
About Proposed Lit Soccer Field

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Township
recreation officials are hoping to meet
with neighborhood residents this
month to explain their proposal for a
new full-size artificial-turf soccer field
with lights that would be located be-
hind the south-side firehouse.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday, Recreation
Director Ray Poerio and Recreation
Commission Chairman Ed Zazzali
presented the plan, which calls for a
70-by-110-foot field to be situated
alongside Martine Avenue, with a new
65-space parking lot to be built east
of the firehouse and accessible from
Raritan Road. There would also be a
small playground and a storage and
restroom building next to the field.

Mr. Zazzali called the plan “as non-
intrusive as possible” to the three
houses bordering the proposed field
and parking lot. The plan calls for tree
and fence buffering along the entire
length of the field and the parking lot.
Mr. Poerio said the field’s lights would
be turned off by 10 p.m. on any night
when games were being played.

“What we’re really doing is con-
structing two fields,” Mr. Poerio told
the council, saying a lit field could be

used for daytime and nighttime
games, thus doubling its usability. In
addition, he said artificial-turf fields
require less maintenance than ones
with natural grass surfaces.

Neither Mr. Poerio nor Mr. Zazzali
anticipated problems with excessive
parking at the new site; Mr. Poerio

said game times would be staggered
so that one game would end with
enough time for the parking lot to be
vacated before players and spectators
would arrive for the following game.

Mr. Poerio estimated the cost of the
new facility to be between $1.3 and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP Council to Begin Hearings
On $23.3-Million Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins last week
submitted to the township council his
recommendations for the 2007 mu-
nicipal budget, which includes a 5.82-
percent increase in appropriations.

Mr. Atkins called his proposal
“solid and practical with no luxu-
ries,” saying “in every case, it contin-
ues the same levels of service to our
residents and taxpayers.”

The $23,316,700 budget that the
township manager proposes is
$1,282,760 more than last year. Mr.
Atkins said more than 80 percent of
the increase is due to higher man-
dated costs in areas including pen-
sion contributions, sewerage fees,
health insurance for township em-
ployees and debt service.

The council has scheduled three
budget meetings — Thursday, Febru-
ary 15, Saturday, February 17 and
Monday, February 19 — to begin its
review of the spending proposals.
Further meetings are expected before
the municipal spending plan is for-
mally introduced sometime in April.

Of the $1.282 million in increased
expenditures for this year, $1.041 mil-
lion are in areas where the local gov-
ernment has “little or no control,” Mr.
Atkins said. Mandated contributions
to the state’s police and fire retirement
system this year will be $590,112 — a

$215,000 increase over last year. Mr.
Atkins warned that next year’s contri-
bution could exceed $825,000.

Mandated contributions to the
state’s public employees retirement
system will be $57,080 more than last
year’s $83,000, he said. The fees paid
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) will be more than
$1.1 million, an increase of $148,586,
Mr. Atkins said. He said much of this
year’s increase, as well as last year’s
“sharp” hike, are due to the court-
ordered capital improvements being
made at the utility’s Rahway facility.

He said other areas of the municipal
budget facing large increases include
an additional $158,447 for group health
insurance premiums, an additional
$194,892 for police salaries and wages,
$149,994 in added library funding due
to state mandates and an extra $70,000
for gasoline expenses associated with
the spike in energy costs.

Mr. Atkins said his budget maintains
township staffing levels and assumes
the council would continue the permit-
based spring residential cleanup in June.
He recommended increasing the per-
mit fee to $65 this year. He said the
Public Works facility on Plainfield Av-
enue would require attention this year,
as would the township’s two firehouses.

He included in the budget proposal
“a considerable increase” in funding
for leaf pickup and disposal, which

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield, Kasko Reach
Settlement Agreement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times Wednesday
morning that “the Town of Westfield
and Officer Greg Kasko have reached
an agreement. He will be retiring from
the police force in late 2007.”

In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed litigation
against the town, alleging he was ha-
rassed and retaliated against after he
reported information to town officials
per the town’s whistleblower policy.

Mr. Kasko was suspended for sleep-
ing on the job and failing to back up
an officer on a motor vehicle stop.

The town also suspended Mr. Kasko
with pay on July 7, 2006 for allegedly
making “false statements of material
facts to superior officers” during an
administrative hearing while under oath.

Mr. Gildea said the agreement is
“global” and “takes care of all out-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



Page 10 Thursday, February 8, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTERReprint of Letter Mailed to County
Residents Re. Certified Deed Copies

Editor’s Note: The following is a reprint of a letter received by certain Union
County property owners offering to provide a certified copy of one’s property deed
for $79.50. The letter has prompted a notice from Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi urging residents to avoid paying an excessive amount for a document
readily available from the county.

*    *    *    *
National Deed Service, Inc.
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW – Suite 300
Washington, DC 20004
Phone 800-634-7126
www.nationaldeed.com

RE: UNION COUNTY CLERK DOCUMENT [document number]
Our records show that property deed document [document number] recorded
[date] indicates your ownership interest in the property located at [address].
At the time you purchased your property, a deed was prepared that shows the title
was transferred to you. This deed was recorded by the Union County Clerk.
The U.S. Government Federal Citizen Information Center website recommends
that property owners should have an official or certified copy of their deed. If you
don’t already have this important document, you may obtain one now. This
document provides evidence that your property was transferred to you.
To obtain a certified copy of your deed, complete the order form below and return
it in the enclosed postage paid envelope with your payment of $79.50 which
includes postage and handling or fill in the credit card information below and either
mail or fax your order to 800-682-1707.
Due to the large number of transactions, this will be your only notice of our service.
All orders will be handled promptly.
National Deed Service, Inc.

National Deed Service, Inc. is not affiliated with any government agency.
Many government records are available free or at a nominal cost from government
agencies.

* Below the letter text, an order form requests payment information and includes
a section in which an individual can write his or her credit card number with
expiration date to mail back to the company.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY GREEN...Diane Coloney of Scotch Plains and Tom Lestrange enjoy
the festivities of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade fundraiser celebration at the
Kenilworth Veterans Hall Tuesday night.

calling her office at (908) 527-4787.
Neil Sullivan, president of Westfield

Mortgage and a former Westfield town
councilman, said he can gain access to
property records and print them for an
entire town “in a few minutes,” utiliz-
ing a number of websites, such as the
county clerk’s websites in Union and
Middlesex Counties.

“So, it’s not that difficult to get or
produce,” Mr. Sullivan said. “The data
is all out there and it is all public.”

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said his office has assigned
an investigator to the case to look at the
legality of NDS’s operation, including
whether the company pays New
Jersey’s 7-percent sales tax.

“We are looking into this thor-
oughly,” Mr. Romankow said.

Assistant Prosecutor William
Kolano, assigned to the case by the
prosecutor’s office, said the mailing
is “probably not in any violation of
any criminal laws in New Jersey.”

He said Ms. Rajoppi’s action to
bring the matter to the public and the
news media’s coverage has helped
make residents knowledgeable.

United States Postal Service
spokesman George Flood said in an
e-mail to The Times, “The overwhelm-
ing majority of direct marketers are
legitimate business people. Unfortu-
nately, there are isolated con artists,
who will prey on unwitting victims.”

“Accordingly, U.S. Postal Inspec-
tors investigate any crime in which
the U.S. Mail is used to further a
scheme – whether it originated in the
mail, by telephone or on the Internet.
The use of the U.S. Mail is what
makes it mail fraud.”

He said anyone who feels he ore
she may have been victimized in a
fraud scheme that involves the U.S.
Mail can submit a Mail Fraud Com-
plaint Form to the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service. Forms are available
online at usps.com/postalinspectors
or by calling the Inspection Service’s
Newark office at (973) 693-5400.

Texas, Nevada, Michigan, Wiscon-
sin, New York and Pennsylvania. He
does not service Connecticut.

Mr. Isaacson said his letter includes
a disclaimer that reads: “National
Deed Service, Inc., is not affiliated
with any governmental agency.”

“It’s really a service (for people)
who don’t have a copy of their deed,”
Mr. Isaacson said. He said “indepen-
dent contractors,” who research and
obtain certified copies of documents
for him, obtain records. Mr. Isaacson
said he buys mailing lists for poten-
tial customers from another company.

“There is nothing criminal in-
volved, but it is, nonetheless, price
gouging,” Ms. Rajoppi told The Times,
noting she had inquired about the
legality of the letter to Union County
Counsel Robert Barry.

She said residents can easily ac-
cess and obtain records by going on
the clerk’s website or by writing or

WANTED

Courtesy of  Berkeley Heights Police
Detective Sergeant Stephen Stamler

BANK ROBBER...Video tape captures
robbery in action last Saturday at the
Commerce Bank in Berkeley Heights.
The middle-aged, white male of average
build is believed to be the same person
responsible for 10 recent bank robber-
ies in the region. The robber wears a hat,
blends in with the crowd, is polite and
exits in three to four minutes.

“(In) the majority (of the robberies),
he doesn’t display a weapon…and
that’s not to bring attention to him-
self,” Chief Parizeau said.

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said the three banks in the
borough, two branches of Bank of
America and Valley National Bank,
have seen a picture of the suspect. “And,
if they [see] anything suspicious, [they
are] to contact us immediately.”

Captain Osieja said because the
robber has only selected Commerce
Banks, “it would make you believe
[he] is probably a disgruntled former
employee or customer.”

Should the robber enter the area, he
said, it is likely he would pass through
the Mountainside borough given its
location on Route 22 and proximity
to major arteries, such as Route 78,
Mountain and Springfield Avenues.

“Measures are being taken” by the
Fanwood Police Department to pro-
tect banks and catch the robber should
he strike in the borough, said Detec-
tive Eugene Chin. He declined to
specify his department’s actions so as
not to impede the investigation.

“We are trying to catch this guy. He
is very annoying and you can quote
me on that,” said Ilene Walsh, a
spokeswoman for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

She urged anyone with information
to call Union County Crimestoppers
at (908) 654-TIPS (8477). A reward
may be forthcoming to information
“leading to arrest and indictment of
criminals.” The anonymous tips hotline
operates 24 hours a day.

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VALENTINE’S LOVE...Fanwood businesses decorate for Valentine’s Day. Above,
Family Investors adorned trees in front of its building with cupids and hearts.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 31, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that someone
threw a rock at the house and broke the
front window.

Thursday, February 1, a resident of
Grenville Road reported someone
smashed the windshield of his vehicle
while it was parked in front of his house.

Friday, February 2, an employee of a
South Avenue business reported receiving
terroristic threats from an unidentified per-
son demanding money over the phone.

Friday, February 2, a Mountain Av-
enue resident reported that someone threw
a rock through his windshield.

Friday, February 2, Dejon Williams,
33, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Union County.

Saturday, February 3, Cornelio Cojun,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for wrong-
ful impersonation. According to police,
the suspect stole the Social Security num-
ber of an unidentified victim and obtained
a job under the victim’s name. Police said
Cojun failed to pay income tax on the
income earned. The suspect is being held
on $15,000 bail.

Fanwood
Thursday, February 1, Katheryn J.

Connelly, 24, of Weehawken, was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood after a field investigation.

Friday, February 2, Carlos M. Garland,
35, of Somerville, was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. Hew was re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 3, Dominque C. Ellis,
19, of Plainfield, was arrested for DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. She
was released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 3, Elijah D.
Trammell, 19, of Plainfield, was arrested
on outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, February 4, Francesca L.
Albano, 19, of Scotch Plains, was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance after a
motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, February 6, Kevin M.
Coleman, 48, of Plainfield, was arrested
on an outstanding Union County Sheriff’s
body warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Westfield
Saturday, January 27, a Union resident

reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while parked
in a municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street. The passenger side mir-
ror on the vehicle was removed and the
driver’s side mirror was broken.

Saturday, January 27, Christopher Hopke,
35, of Cranford was arrested at Gallows Hill
Road and Fairacres Avenue for alleged
DWI. Hopke was released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, January 28, Davidson Seide,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues on an outstanding Elizabeth
criminal warrant with $100 bail. He was
released on his own recognizance per the
Elizabeth Police Department.

Sunday, January 28, a resident of the
200 block of Watchung Fork reported
that two flower planters situated in her
front yard were damaged as a result of an
apparent act of criminal mischief.

Sunday, January 28, Jeffrey Velez, 31,
of Kenilworth was arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the 700 block of North
Avenue on a contempt of court motor
vehicle warrant issued by Kenilworth.
Velez also was cited for operating a motor
vehicle with a revoked driver’s license.
He posted the $282 bail on the warrant
and was released.

Monday, January 29, an East Broad
Street business reported that a basement
area was unlawfully entered. Nothing was
reported missing, but a door and handle
were damaged.

Monday, January 29, Charles Newsome,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at East South and Windsor
Avenues. He was charged with possession
of a prohibited weapon, described by police
as a gravity knife, and with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly providing police with
a false name and age.

Newsome also was wanted on an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant for $380.
Released on his own recognizance per the
Elizabeth Municipal Court on that warrant
pending a future court date, he was re-
leased with summonses on the Westfield
charges with a February 5 court date.

Tuesday, January 30, Jenifer L. Terry,
27, of Linden was arrested at Central and
Lenox Avenues on a motor vehicle warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
She posted the $225 bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 31, David
Napiorski, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Scotch Plains traffic warrant
with $120 bail. He was released on his
own recognizance per the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Wednesday, January 31, Gerald Thomp-
son, 42, of Westfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on open crimi-
nal warrants from Westfield and Middlesex
Borough with bail amounts of $500 and
$43, respectively. He was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Wednesday, January 31, Emily Smythe,
23, of Westfield was arrested in Scotch
Plains on an outstanding Westfield crimi-
nal warrant. She was released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Thursday, February 1, Colin Faust, 19,
Evan Pantano, 19, Nicholas Johnson, 19,
and Scott Steinbrecher, 20, all of Westfield,
were arrested for alleged possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana.

The four, arrested after being stopped
in a motor vehicle operated by

Steinbrecher at East Grove Street and
Grandview Avenue, were transported to
Westfield police headquarters and later
released with summonses pending their
court appearance.

Thursday, February 1, a resident of
South Avenue, West reported an unlaw-
ful entry into her motor vehicle and the
subsequent theft of a Motorola Bluetooth
headset, a cellular telephone charger,
multiple compact disks and $2 in coin
change. The vehicle was parked in her
driveway and unlocked at the time the
break-in occurred.

Thursday, February 1, Stephanie
Gabriel, 41, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Fanwood traffic warrant for
$500. She was released after posting bail.

Thursday, February 1, Alyson Mannino,
30, of Westfield and David Saez, 28, of
Queens, N.Y. were arrested in the 200
block of Orchard Street for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana.
Saez also was held on two open criminal
warrants from Paterson with a total of
$652 bail. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail, while
Mannino was released with a summons.

Friday, February 2, Kenneth Harmon,
27, of Plainfield was arrested for alleged
possession of cocaine and alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana.
Stephanie Johnson, 26, of Plainfield also
was arrested for alleged possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana.

Both were arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop at North Scotch Plains Avenue
and Drake Place and both were released
on their own recognizance.

Sunday, February 4, David Rudnicki,
28, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting $12 in candy from an
establishment in the 1200 block of South
Avenue. He also was charged with crimi-
nal mischief after he allegedly kicked and
shattered the mug shot lighting system at
Westfield police headquarters. Rudnicki
was released on his own recognizance on
both charges.

Monday, February 5, Jose Funes, 26,
of Cranford was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at Springfield Avenue and
Unami Terrace on an outstanding
Fanwood traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $250 bail.

Mountainside
Thursday, February 1, Charles A.

Hilliard, 40, was arrested at the Irvington
Police Department and charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $730.

Friday, February 2, Hodis Jackson, 42,
of Summit was arrested and charged with
resisting arrest, eluding police and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. According
to police, Jackson was stopped for a mo-
tor vehicle violation in Scotch Plains and
fled the scene when police approached
the vehicle.

A pursuit by Mountainside police en-
sued ending in Hodis losing control of the
vehicle after striking a curb, police said.
Hodis exited the vehicle and a foot pursuit
occurred with police taking Hodis into
custody, police said. Hodis’ wife and two
infant children were passengers in the
vehicle during the pursuit, but were unin-
jured, police said.

Saturday, February 3, a contractor work-
ing on a vacant house on Knightsbridge
Road reported that $2,950 worth of tools
were taken from the job site sometime
overnight.

Sunday, February 4, Adham M. El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield, was arrested
following a motor vehicle violation for fail-
ure to wear a seatbelt and charged with
driving with a suspended license. He was
also charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Berkeley Heights for $81, police said.

Sunday, February 4, a resident of Robin
Hood Road reported that someone broke
into the home and stole approximately
$10,000 worth of jewelry.

gram is implemented, officials said.
Councilman Bruce Walsh said he

sees a TDR program as a “win-win
situation” for the borough, partly be-
cause it is voluntary and no condem-
nation of property is required.

Mayor Mahr agreed, saying the
TDR program is “the best opportu-
nity for us to preserve [historic prop-
erty] without mandating it.”

The mayor pointed to the importance
of completing the TDR program – even
if no one opts to participate – citing “the
value of the professional planning ser-
vices and the South Avenue [visioning]
plan” the borough has received.

“We could never have afforded to
do this,” she said.

The mayor also noted that, in terms
of redevelopment, “Old South Av-
enue has the greatest potential for
larger-scale redevelopment,” either by
individual property owners pooling
their TDR credits or by a builder
buying the credits for a single project.

Mayor Mahr said the borough’s plan-
ning board would receive an “even
more extensive” update on TDR
“mechanisms and how we plan to imple-
ment them” as its meeting on Monday.

Ultimately, the planning board will
hold a final TDR public hearing, de-
cide whether to approve a Master
Plan amendment and make a recom-
mendation to the mayor and council.

If the governing body approves the
TDR program, Mr. Slachetka said the
state’s Office of Smart Growth and
State Planning Commission would
take up to three months to review the
borough’s program and decide
whether to approve it.

At that point, the borough could
adopt TDR-implementing ordi-
nances, he said. “We’re looking at
June of this year to have those ordi-
nances adopted and implemented.”

The governing body discussed the
ongoing LaGrande Park project.

Officials said – despite an expected
completion date of last October 14 –
the contractor has not completed cer-
tain parts of the project, including
installation of the irrigation system
and infield dirt. In addition, officials
said underground pipes damaged by
the contractor now need to be repaired.

Councilman Joseph Higgins joined
other borough officials in expressing
frustration with the delays, noting
that the contractor plans to finish work
by March 2 and have the field “play-
able” by April 7.

“There’s no room for leeway,” Mr.
Higgins said, referring to the start of
upcoming sports season. “If we don’t
make this date, I think we’re in trouble.”

Mayor Mahr directed Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis to speak with the
contractor. “I think we’re at a point
where we have to be a little more heavy-
handed,” she said. “This has been going
on too long for us to jeopardize the start
of the [spring sports] season.”

The mayor said there has been “no
discussion among any governing bod-
ies” regarding finances and related plans
to install artificial turf on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football
and soccer fields. “There’s no dollar
amount that we’re committing to,” she
said, saying Fanwood would like “some
indication” from the board of educa-
tion as to a possible bond referendum.

The issue is slated for the agenda for
action at the Thursday, February 15,
school board meeting. It was also
scheduled for discussion at Tuesday
night’s Scotch Plains council meeting.
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Bank Robber

WF Council Discusses
Conservation Center Permits

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and Township Manager
Tom Atkins have contacted their
Westfield counterparts, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, about extending the use of the
Lamberts Mill Road conservation cen-
ter to Scotch Plains residents again this
year. Last year’s agreement, in which
the town sold 26 permits to Scotch
Plains residents, kicked in around July.

At the Westfield Town Council’s
meeting on Tuesday night, Mr. Gildea
told the council, “From our perspec-
tive, it’s a very easy and worthwhile
program to make a few dollars…I
recommend keeping their permits in
there. With a full year, we might have
much more usage.”

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
and acting mayor Mark Ciarrocca
said he spoke to Scotch Plains deputy
mayor and Councilwoman Nancy
Malool and said, “Scotch Plains is
very anxious to do it. We’re charging
Scotch Plains twice what we’re charg-

ing Westfield. It has a positive impact
on Westfield taxpayers. It’s a benefit
to Scotch Plains residents. In my mind,
it’s really a win-win (situation).”

“I would disagree with Council-
man Ciarrocca. In my mind, it’s a
win-lose (situation),” Mr. Foerst re-
plied. Mr. Foerst touted how “shared
services can save us money in the
future,” but said it has a “negative and
disproportionate impact on my resi-
dents (in the fourth ward), who are
going to feel the traffic impact, who
are going to see the shrubs on their
streets. I voted against it last year; I’m
voting against it this year.”

Fellow Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski suggested a “trial”
period, where the practice could be
continued with Scotch Plains, but in-
stead of issuing 300 permits, the town
would accept 100 to 150.

Mr. Ciarrocca said that anything “sig-
nificantly” less than 300 wouldn’t “be
a fair trial,” and recommended allow-
ing 300 permits for this year alone.
Both fourth ward councilmen said they
would not support the measure.

he said would be “a huge challenge in
2007” since the township will no
longer use the Jerseyland Commu-
nity Center after March 31.

There are alternatives for leaf dis-
posal, he said, including renting large
containers that could be filled on the
street or utilizing the two-acre site
across from the Public Works facility
as a temporary holding location.

He told the council that he would
recommend mandatory bagging of
leaves “as an absolute last resort.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Nordette Adams for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LISTENING TO INPUT…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education members
joined the Parent-Teacher Association and parents for a roundtable discussion on
Tuesday, January 30, at Terrill Middle School. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Board Vice President “Trip” Whitehouse, President Thomas Russo, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes, and board member Donald Parisi.

$1.5 million, with the field itself cost-
ing about $650,000, the lights costing
about $400,000 and the parking lot
and building in the range of $300,000
to $400,000. The township has se-
cured county grant funds for the lights
and said it’s possible other grant money
would be available to offset some of
the other expenditures, most of which
will be financed through the township’s
open space trust fund.

Mr. Poerio said he would like to
have the field ready for play by Sep-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Turf Field
tember 1, although the realities of the
calendar might make that scenario
difficult. After a meeting with neigh-
borhood residents, a final site plan
would have to be agreed upon before
the council could introduce a bond
ordinance to finance the project. And
before construction could begin, a
bid would have to be awarded some-
time in the spring, he said.

In other business, the council will
give further consideration to a proposal
from City Connections for a upgrade of
the township’s official website. Morris
Enyeart of City Connections, which
has developed and manages several
dozen municipal websites in New Jer-
sey, showed via a Powerpoint presenta-
tion some of the ways in which the site
could be enhanced in order to better
serve and inform residents.

Among the features an improved
website can offer, he said, are appli-
cations for various licenses and per-
mits that could be printed or filled out
by residents from their home com-
puter, schedules, agendas and min-
utes of meetings of the council and
various boards and commissions,
emergency information, telephone
and e-mail contact information for
township personnel and other news.

City Connections would charge
$7,500 for the first year of operation,
including development of a revamped
site. In subsequent years, the cost
would decline slightly.

Councilman Kevin Glover said he
hoped an upgraded website could be
up and running within six months.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

Errata
An article in the February 1 issue of

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
should have reported that a board of
education Athletic Fields Report has
recommended that a $800,000 bond
referendum be put before voters to sup-
port $1.575 million in improvements to
BOE fields. The $775,000 remainder
in funds would come from other sources.

On the front-page photograph last
week depicting U.S. Attorney Christo-
pher Christie, Mr. Joe Starkey was mis-
takenly identified as Mr. Bill Sanders.
We regret the error.

standing matters between Kasko vs.
The Town of Westfield, including the
disciplinary hearing and the lawsuit.”

 Mr. Gildea said the  agreement  is
“between all parties in the settlement,
including myself, the labor attorney,
the attorney for the joint insurance fund,
Former Chief (Bernard) Tracy, the coun-
cil, the PBA, Mr. Kasko and his rep.”

Concerning a financial settlement ,
Mr. Gildea said, “I can’t say. There is
a financial piece of this. It’s very fair
for both sides.”

Mr. Gildea said the disciplinary
hearing’s recommendation is “part of
the agreement, but will not be carried
out, assuming all performance mea-
sures will be agreed upon between
Kasko and the Town of Westfield.”

“Performance measures,” include
handling “all outstanding issues,” of
the disciplinary hearing, the lawsuit
against the town and Mr. Kasko’s agree-
ment to submit a letter of retirement
“that is irrevocable.”

The Times has filed an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request to the
Town of Westfield in regards to copies
of the settlement, all correspondence,
e-mails, hearing officer and expert re-
ports, meeting minutes, taped sessions
and overall  cost to the taxpayer.

The Times made calls to Mr. Kasko’s
attorney, Anthony Pope, Mr. Kasko
and Mayor Andy Skibitsky, but none
were returned as of press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kasko
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Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sWatchdog Group to Post
Freeholder Meeting Videos

COUNTY – The Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWDA)
has announced it will be posting
complete video coverage of Union
County Freeholder’s meetings on its
site, unioncountywatchdog.org.

“Union County government ac-
counts for one-quarter of our prop-
erty tax bills and constituents have a
right to see and hear what goes on
during local government meetings,”
said Tina Renna, president of
UCWDA. “Posting video of Union
County freeholders’ meetings on the
web gives constituents an easy way to
stay informed and it helps govern-
ment be more responsive and con-
nected to their constituents.”

The association is using Veotag, a
video enhancement service, to make
the video footage of the meetings
more convenient and useful for con-
stituents to view. With Veotag, con-
stituents can see a clickable table of
contents alongside the video as it
plays on their screens. They can click
on any item in the table of contents to
jump to that moment in the video.
This table of contents is also search-
able on search engines. A search for

“Union County Freeholder Meeting,”
or any other word or phrase that is in
the table of contents will provide a
link to the video.

“Because freeholder meetings can
be long and cover many topics, we
were concerned whether people
would watch the videos” continued
Ms. Renna. “By enhancing the video
with Veotag, citizens can click di-
rectly to the parts that interest them
and skip the rest. We believe Veotag is
an essential tool for governments to
use online video to be transparent to
their constituents.”

 “Last year Union County govern-
ment spent approximately $110,000
to replace their audio and video equip-
ment and $6,000 to upgrade their
website without providing for web-
cast meetings,” said Ms. Renna. “Cur-
rently, only a small amount of the 21
towns (in the county) air freeholder
meetings on cable. This new technol-
ogy is an opportunity for county gov-
ernment to leverage their tax-dollar
investment and be connected to any-
one with a computer.”

UCWDA utilizes the Open Public
Records Act to obtain and then post to
their website for free public access
many records that aren’t available on
the county’s official site. “I’m proud
and excited to add video meeting
minutes to our extensive on-line li-
brary, which shines a light on Union
County government,” Ms. Renna said.

• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day

• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services

• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Equal Housing Opportunity

Where can you and
your parents enjoy a  

�

At

�summer break?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Youths Invited to Join
Cadet Corps

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ca-
det Corps-The Patriots invite interested
youths of Union County, ages 6 to 18,
to join the group to learn to the drums,
bells, bugles, fife, twirling or color
guard. No experience is necessary. The
Cadet Corps performs at parades, spe-
cial events and competitions.

The club meets on Saturdays from
9 to 10 a.m. at the Westfield Commu-
nity Center, located at 558 West Broad
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (732) 985-2586.

McGreevey Files for
Divorce From Wife

Former Governor Jim McGreevey
filed for divorce from his second wife,
Dina Matos McGreevey, last Friday
in Union County Superior Court. The
divorce follows Mr. McGreevey’s
admission that he is gay, an announce-
ment that led to his resignation in
November 2005. The couple has a 5-
year-old daughter, Jacqueline. Mrs.
McGreevey said of news reports that
a “comprehensive agreement” has
been reached: “That is not true.” John
Post, the borough attorney in
Mountainside, represents her.

Kean Named Hon.
Chair for Giuliani

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield was named, last week, as
New Jersey honorary chairman of the
Rudy Giuliani Presidential Explor-
atory Committee. Mr. Giuliani, who
gained national recognition during
terms as New York City mayor, named
Ocean County GOP Leader George
Gilmore as the New Jersey chairman
of the committee. Union County GOP
Chairman Phil Morin is also listed as
a supporter as are Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick of Westfield and Eric
Munoz of Summit (both LD-21),
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Council members Mark Ciarrocca,
Peter Echausse and Jo Ann Neylan.

Mayor Glatt to Seek
2nd Term in November

Summit Mayor Jordan Glatt has an-
nounced that he will seek a second
term. In 2003, he became the first Demo-
crat in almost a century to win the
mayor’s office in the heavily Republi-
can municipality. Four years ago, he
defeated Councilman John Maher 3,211
to 2,959.

Property Owners Sue
Union on Redevelopment

Twenty property owners have filed
two lawsuits against Union Township,
contesting the township’s governing
body and planning board’s action,
known as the Union Center Report,
which found the properties at Stuyvesant
and Morris Avenues “in need of rede-
velopment.” The property owners al-
lege that the township’s action gives the
municipality “the right to condemn all
the properties by eminent domain.”

GOP Leader Calls DEM
Plan ‘Unconstitutional’

Republican legislative leaders in
Trenton, last week, accused the Demo-
cratic majority of “rushing through a
proposal” for 20 percent tax credits.
Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce said the Democratic pro-
posal was “unconstitutional” because
it violates the State Constitution’s
“uniformity clause” by disqualifying
many homeowners based on their in-
come.

The State Senate passed the legis-
lation, 28-10,  when four Republi-
cans -- Martha Bark, Robert Martin
and Robert Singer -- joined Demo-
crats in passing the measure.  It passed
the Assembly by a 71-8 tally on Janu-
ary 29. Sen. Martin has said he will
not seek reelection and Sen. Bark is
expected to make a forrmal  announce-
ment that she will not run again.

George Zoffinger Quits
As Sports Auth. Exec.

George Zoffinger resigned, last
week, as chief executive officer of the
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The resignation comes as a state
ethics investigation looks into allega-
tions that he failed to disclose that his
son worked as an associate for the law
firm that serves as the sports
authority’s chief counsel. Mr.
Zoffinger said he plans to leave the
authority after the authority board’s
February 15 meeting.

Tolls Not to Increase
On Parkway, Turnpike

The New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity (NJTA) board of commissioners
announced that tolls on the Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway will not
increase this year as part of the NJTA’s
$465-million budget.

BYE BYE BOARDROOM…Former
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
President Joseph Qutub awards a
plaque to author Leslie Fleischman.

Rotary Spotlights
Local Author

SCOTCH PLAINS – Leslie
Fleischman, a contributing author of
the book “Bye-Bye Boardroom,” gave
a lecture to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club members in late
January at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant.

Mrs. Fleischman, the mother of
three children, spoke of the multitude
of challenges and decisions that past,
present and future parents face,
including decisions to stay at home
and discipline children.

The Rotary Club meets every
Wednesday at noon at the Pantagis
restaurant. Guests are invited to learn
more about the work that Rotary does
throughout the world.

Quote of the Week
On the proposed sale of the NJ Turn-

pike: “Millions of dollars in profits that
could be made by non-transparent han-
dlers in the sale of such assets, in an
already ethically-challenged climate,
could provide for a pay-for-play smor-
gasbord,” Assemblyman Lou Manzo, D-
Jersey City said.

215 South Avenue East, Westfield
908-789-1777

(Next to KFC & Bagel Chateau)

Introductory Offer

A Super Full Service Car Wash
and Quick Lube Featuring,  “CASTROL”

$5.00 $9.00

$21.95

Exterior Only
Reg. $9.00

Plus Tax

Super Full Service

Wash • Vacuum • Windows

Reg. $11.95

Plus Tax

Castrol Silver Service

Oil Change Up to 5 Qts.
*Most Cars*

Reg. $28.95 Plus Tax

Professional Detailing by Rick Green
Beautiful New State of the Art Facility

Clean . . . Fast and Guaranteed Satisfaction!

Exp. 3/15/07

FREE!!
Car Wash
with any

Oil Change

**COMPLETE DETAIL SPECIAL****COMPLETE DETAIL SPECIAL****COMPLETE DETAIL SPECIAL****COMPLETE DETAIL SPECIAL****COMPLETE DETAIL SPECIAL**
 $125.00    $125.00    $125.00    $125.00    $125.00   Reg. $169.00

Inside & Outside, Cars Only •  Vans, SUVs & Trucks Extra

Retired Prosecutor’s Officer
Files Discrimination Suit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – A retired sergeant in
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
has filed a lawsuit against the office
and county, alleging he was passed
over for promotions due to his ethnicity.

Edgardo Ortiz of Bloomfield, an
Hispanic, charged that although he
was named on two occasions acting
commander of the Administrative Ser-
vices Unit (ASU) of the prosecutor’s
office, he was passed over for the rank
of lieutenant, according to the eight-
page lawsuit filed December 20.

Mr. Ortiz filed discrimination
charges in February 2000 against su-
perior officers, alleging a superior
officer “discriminated” against him
and another Hispanic “because of their
national origin.” The prosecutor’s
office dismissed the charges.

He also alleged that he witnessed an
officer under his command “misrepre-
senting his whereabouts, attendance
and assignments.” He charged that his
attempts to hold the officer accountable
“were met with hostility by the pros-
ecutor, an assistant prosecutor, a lieu-
tenant and others, all of whom were
close personal friends” of the officer.

Mr. Ortiz claimed that his not re-
ceiving the rank of lieutenant was “in
direct retaliation” to his actions against
the officer, as well as his complaints of
“poor working conditions” at the ASU
and his previous discrimination charge
against his superior officer.

He alleged that the prosecutor’s
office “had no standard criteria for
promotion” and was “frequently re-
vised to allow for promotion of cer-
tain individuals with political con-
nections” and that “Hispanics were
at a distinct disadvantage” in getting
promotions. The sergeant charged
that he was humiliated and harassed
and had his parking space taken away.

“The humiliating and stressful work
environment of the UCPO negatively
impacted [Mr. Ortiz’s] health and
caused him severe emotional distress,”
according to the lawsuit. Mr. Ortiz is
seeking unspecified compensatory
and punitive damages.

 The freeholders have appointed the
Morristown-based law firm of
Schenck, Price, Smith and King as
special counsel at a cost of up to $5,000.
As of press time, no further com-
ments have been received from the
prosecutor’s office.

goleader.com/subscribe

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO ICE SKATING...The Westfield Recreation Commission has sponsored ice
skating on Mindowaskin Pond in past winters, but even with this week’s freezing
temperatures, the ice on the pond is not the required six inches deep that would
allow it to be converted into an outdoor skating rink.
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FMBA Pres. Lavin Named
Grand Marshal of Parade

Legislator Seeks to Limit
New Jersey Global Warming
TRENTON – Assemblywoman

Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) last
week called on fellow legislators to
reduce global warming emissions in
New Jersey.

The announcement coincides with
the recently release, first volume of
the fourth assessment report on glo-
bal warming.

“Although New Jersey has adopted
many successful policies to reduce
the production of harmful greenhouse
gases, our global warming emissions
are still projected to increase, putting
us at greater risk of increased air
pollution, dangerous heat waves and
rising sea levels,” said Asw. Stender.

“Fortunately, New Jersey can set
the pace for the rest of the nation by
adopting the Global Warming Re-
sponse Act and establishing manda-
tory limits on global warming emis-
sions from all sources. It is time we
make reducing energy consumption
and shifting to clean, renewable
sources of energy a top priority,” she
said.

The Global Warming Response Act
(A-3301/S-2114) requires the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) to establish a greenhouse gas
emissions monitoring and reduction

program to reduce the global warm-
ing emissions produced in New Jer-
sey to below 1990 levels by 2020.

It also requires the DEP to estab-
lish global warming emissions inven-
tories of current levels and 1990 lev-
els, prioritize sources for global warm-
ing emissions reductions and adopt
rules and regulations to achieve re-
ductions below the 1990 levels by
2020 within one year of the bill’s
passage.

Ms. Stender said all of New Jersey’s
coastal treasures are at risk of flood-
ing from sea level rise if global warm-
ing emissions are not curbed. Rising
sea levels would also contaminate
fresh drinking water sources and cause
chronic flooding over 9 percent of
New Jersey’s land, including the
Meadowlands, Atlantic City, Cape
May, the Delaware Bay Shore and
Long Beach Island.

To avoid the worst effects of global
warming, scientists say greenhouse
gases must be cut by 20 percent be-
low current levels by 2020 and 80
percent by 2050. The Global Warm-
ing Response Act would put New
Jersey on track to achieving these
reductions, Ms. Stender said.

The legislation requires the DEP to
identify, monitor and enforce emis-
sions from all sources, including
emissions from electricity sources
located outside of the state that im-
port electricity for use in New Jersey,
and to monitor emissions from all
sources including in-state electricity
generation, fossil fuel use in homes,
fossil fuel use in industry and fossil
fuel use in commercial business.

The legislation also requires the
DEP to report to the governor and the
legislature on current levels of global
warming emissions and progress to-
ward meeting the reduction require-
ments by January 1, 2009.

Under the legislation, by January
1, 2015 the DEP would have to evalu-
ate environmental and economic fac-
tors as well as technological capabili-
ties affecting the attainment or main-
tenance of the 2020 reduction re-
quirements and may adopt further
regulations to fulfill that requirement.

A-3301/S-2114 were introduced on
June 12, 2006 and referred to the
Assembly Environment and Solid
Waste Committee.

COUNTY — The Union County
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Commit-
tee has named Elizabeth native Bill
Lavin as Grand Marshal of the 11th
annual Union County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade, to be held Saturday,
March 10, in Union.

Mr. Lavin has served as president
for the past decade of the New Jersey
State Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent
Association (FMBA), which advocates
for professional firefighters and their
families. He sits on the board of direc-
tors of the St. Barnabas Burn Founda-
tion, a counselor at the Children’s Burn
Camp in Connecticut and a director of
the New Jersey
State FMBA Foun-
dation.

“We are pleased
and honored to
have Bill Lavin
bring his Irish cul-
ture, his family
pride and his dedi-
cation to the com-
munity and the fire
service statewide,”
said Dennis Cogan,
parade general
c h a i r m a n .
“Through his self-
less efforts, he
shows us what it
truly means to give —through public
service and personal dedication alike.”

“It is also a great honor to have a
fellow career firefighter lead the march,”
said Mr. Cogan, a retired captain with
the Newark Fire Department.

Mr. Lavin, an Elizabeth firefighter
who resides in Woodbridge, traces
his Irish roots on both sides of his
family to County Roscommon in the
West of Ireland.

“I am certainly humbled,” said Mr.
Lavin after learning he was named
grand marshal. “It is a great honor to
accept on behalf of my entire family.”

The grand marshal’s brother Rob-
ert is an Elizabeth Fire Department
battalion chief; his brother Timothy
is an Elizabeth Fire Department cap-
tain, and his brother Patrick is a re-
tired Elizabeth police officer. Their
late father, Charles William Lavin,
served with the Elizabeth Fire De-
partment for 27 years. The parade
will feature a marching division

named for Charles William Lavin.
“The best part of being grand mar-

shal is being able to bestow upon my
dad this honor that is long overdue,”
Mr. Lavin said.

The Union County Police and Fire
Pipes and Drums nominated Mr. Lavin
for grand marshal. Representatives
of the 17 parade committee member
organizations and parade officers
elected him.

Mr. Lavin, 48, is a piper with the
band that nominated him, as well as a
member of the Union County Emerald
Society, the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
and the Knights of Columbus. He is

also a co-founder
of the NJFMBA/
Union Center
Bank Fallen He-
roes 5K Memorial
Run in the City of
Elizabeth.

This year’s pa-
rade is dedicated
to all firefighters
of New Jersey.

The grand
marshal’s reception
will be held on Sat-
urday, February 17,
from 1 to 5 p.m. at
the Blackthorn Irish
Pub located at 651

North Michigan Avenue in Kenilworth.
Tickets are $25 and include draught
beer, food, wine and soda. Celtic rock
band Gael Force and pipers and drum-
mers will provide music.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade will
step off at 1 p.m. on March 10 on
Morris Avenue in Union.

Bill Lavin

WF’s Harling Serves
As Air Force Reservist
WESTFIELD – Air Force Reserve

Senior Airman Elizabeth Harling, an
air transportation specialist, serves as
a member of the 35th Aerial Port
Squadron at New Jersey’s McGuire
Air Force Base.

The reservist has served in the mili-
tary for two years. She is the daughter
of Jeanne Harling of Westfield and
the sister of Christine Harling of
Phoenixville, Pa. She is a 2002 gradu-
ate of Roselle Catholic High School.

Scotch Plains Dem Club
Elects ‘07-08 Officers

SCOTCH PLAINS — Joanne
Glover, who coordinated Democratic
candidates activities for the Scotch
Plains Township Council this past
year, was recently elected president
of the Scotch Plains Democratic Club.

The bi-annual election of officers
took place at the club’s February meet-
ing at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
building. The meeting was called to
order by outgoing president David
Littman, who conducted the election of
officers for the 2007–2008 terms.

Ms. Glover, Democratic Munici-
pal Chairman Kenneth Lipstein and
former Mayor Geri Samuel thanked
Mr. Littman for his years of hard
work and dedication.

Ms. Glover expressed appreciation
for the turnout and thanked club mem-
bers for their hard work in the past
election. She presented her goals for
the coming year, including increasing
participation in Democratic activities.
She said the club would have programs
about issues affecting Scotch Plains,
Union County, state and nation.

Speakers of interest are planned
for future meetings, and the club will
work with and support Democratic
Councilmen Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss in fulfilling the goals of their
campaign to help township govern-
ment operate in a more fiscally ac-
countable and professional manner.

Mr. Glover and Mr. Strauss ad-
dressed the group and discussed some
of the initiatives they have put forth
during their first month in office. An

open discussion ensued from the floor
on ways to pursue the agenda for sta-
bilizing taxes and improving govern-
ment operations in Scotch Plains.

The Democratic Club’s monthly
meetings are held on the first Thurs-
day of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad building.
For more information, please contact
Barbara Baldasarre at (908) 755-4093
or attend one of the monthly meetings.

Wallberg Post to Ship
Packages to U.S. Troops

WESTFIELD – The Support our
Troops Committee of Martin
Wallberg Post 3 of the American Le-
gion shipped 16 boxes of “We Care
Packages” to troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan on December 6.

The group will ship 14 more boxes
of “We Care Packages” to troops this
month. The committee plans to ship
“We Care Packages” to United States
troops as long as they are deployed
and fighting the War on Terrorism.

Cash and donations are needed to
support the men and women fighting
overseas. Products needed for personal
hygiene include baby wipes, nose
spray, eye drops foot powder, sun-
screen and toilet paper, in addition to
heat-resistant hard candy, writing pa-
per, instant coffee, powdered Gatorade,
iced tea, sugar packets and creamers.

Granola bars, board games, playing

cards, books, music CDs and movies,
duct tape, batteries disposable cam-
eras, mini mag flashlights, fly swat-
ters and sunglasses are all needed.

For more information, go to
OperationShoebox.com for a full list.
People can mail donations to: Ameri-
can Legion Post 3, 1003 North Av-
enue, Westfield, NJ 07090 and make
checks payable to “American Legion/
Support our Troops,” and the com-
mittee will do the shopping.

The public can drop off dona-
tions of “We Care” items at the Post
bar after 2 p.m. or at RE/MAX,
corner of North and Central Av-
enues, in Westfield. For informa-
tion, call Pete Hogaboom at (908)
247-7630 or Richard Thompson
(908) 659-7407. People can help
the morale of troops and enclose a
personal note.

Recreation Dept. to
Hold Senior Social

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department’s Senior Social
program is provides opportunities for
seniors to hear guest speakers give
the latest information on senior-re-
lated topics and meet new people.

Socials are typically held the first
Thursday of each month from 1 to
2:30 p.m. in the Westfield Municipal
Building community room at 425 East
Broad Street.

The Thursday, March 1, Senior
Social will feature the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The library offers a
variety of programs for the commu-
nity; the social will focus on the
library’s services for the adult popu-
lation. Although the program is free,
pre-registration is mandatory.

Coffee and dessert will be served.
Those interested can contact the rec-
reation department to be placed on
the guest list and to receive additional
information. To obtain a program reg-
istration form, visit westfieldnj.gov/
recreation or call the Westfield Rec-
reation Department at (908) 789-
4080. To recommend a topic for fu-
ture socials, contact Traci Kastner

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price

The Cover Drive

Cabernet $17.99

Sybille Kuntz

Gold Quadrat

Riesling Trocken

$23.99

Reininger

Cabernet

Sauvignon

$37.99 Chassagne-Montrachet is more renowned for its white wines than its
reds.  But it would be a mistake to dismiss this elegant red.  This one
in particular shares the deep mineral backbone that marks its famous
chardonnay cousins.  The wine comes from a monopole on clay and
limestone soils that is planted with 50-year-old vines.  Lovely pinot
noir aromas of earth, autumn leaves and spice compliment classic

cherry, strawberry and floral elements on the palate.

Domaine Roger Belland
Chassagne-Montrachet Morgeot-

Clos Pitois 1er Cru   $39.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

WINTER SPECIAL!
Any 2 bottles of wine

with this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.

 750ml only.  Expires 02/14/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $52.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

Another product of the
Jim Barry Vineyards, this

is a great moderately
priced cabernet.  All

kinds of cedar box, spice
and black fruits that

make you want a rare
steak.  Some wood and

currant linger on the
palate, and it has a

cricket player on the
label.  What more could

you ask for?

A dry Riesling that has
won numerous prizes in

Europe, this is an
astonishing wine.  If you

still have a fear of
Riesling as something
cloying and sweet, you

need to try this.
Apricots, peaches and
yellow plum flavors

coated in a honey tone, it
is a perfect match to a

complex pork dish.  Put
one away because it will

age for fifteen years.

Confirming a suspicion
we have long held, the
Reininger cabernet says
Washington State is a

great place for cabernet.
Made of 92% cabernet,
5% cabernet franc, 3%
carmenere, it is elegant

and complex.  Flavors of
dark plum, cassis and
something like a well-
done meat, suggest a

steak match.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

ALL ABOARD…McKinley Elementary School in Westfield held its annual
“Family Reading Night/Used Book Sale.” This event, created by reading specialist
Susanne Bonhote, raises funds for the “Karyn Research Fund” to help find cures
for childhood illnesses. Proceeds from the evening, conducted by librarian Kathy
Cook, exceeded $1,500. Pictured, left to right, are: Madelyn Jacobs, Emily Kelly,
Maria Panarese and Sara Fetter, along with Ms. Bonhote and Ms. Cook.
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Asm. Cohen Comments
On Property Tax Rebate

Editor’s Note: Assemblyman Neil
Cohen issued the following comments in
a press release last week about Assembly
Republicans threatening a lawsuit over a
proposed property tax rebate bill.

[From William Shakespeare’s Ham-
let] To sue or not to sue? That was the
question. Whether it was nobler in Re-
publican minds to suffer the slings and
arrows of outrageous misfortune by tak-
ing up arms against a sea of frustrated
residents, perhaps we’ll never know.

It’s one thing to sue over state debt, but
it is reckless to sue over an issue that
impacts people’s livelihoods. Luckily, the
Assembly Republicans decided against
tilting at this windmill before any tax-
payer money was wasted in a defense
against this frivolous claim. It’s bad
enough that seven Republicans voted
against efforts to provide residents with
property tax relief. Why would this mi-
nority of the minority want to deal itself
more self-inflicted wounds by holding up
the delivery of relief until after the next
election?

Republicans earlier today looked like
they were listening to the same group of
crack legal advisers who encouraged an
expensive failed 2000 court challenge to
former Governor Christine Whitman when
she sought to protect the reproductive
choice rights of women and another un-
successful 2001 case challenging the state’s
current legislative redistricting map.

It’s reassuring to see that Assembly
Republicans saw the error of their ways
and realized that their legal challenge was
on shaky ground.

Asm. Neil Cohen
Roselle

Rebate Debate: Public Misdirected
By the Political Poppycock?

In guise of reform, the New Jersey Legislature has
just passed a property-tax bill approving a one-time
$2.2 billion rebate to occur in September.

Last week, Republican lawmakers challenged the
bill as being illegal because it intends to base the
property tax rebate on household income – those
with lower incomes qualifying, while those with
higher incomes will not.

After being asked by Governor Jon Corzine to
look into the matter, newly appointed (by the Gov-
ernor, nevertheless) State Attorney General Stu
Rabner last Friday ruled that the measure is consti-
tutional with respect to the Republicans’ objection.
Okay, but so what?

To us, it’s no surprise that the office of Attorney
General goes along with anything the Governor
wants. The recent fiasco and resignation of Attorney
General Zulima Farber illustrates the longstanding
turmoil and failing of the office.

In our view, this rebate harangue by the legislators
– Democrats and Republicans alike – intentionally
steers clear of the point. The rebate would borrow
your money and put you further in debt to provide
the voters with some cash just before Election Day

– an election ploy by the incumbents.
It’s a one-time sham and a detriment to the public

good. It makes the state financial matters worse and
fixes nothing. This is what should be challenged in
court.

The state constitution requires the Legislature to
have a balanced budget every year. They do not, and
they have not for some time. They continue to
borrow money, not pay the bills and saddle the public
with the debt – all the while, enriching themselves.
It seems like we’re headed for another government
shutdown in July like last year.

We’d like to see the legislators and their consorts
stopped of illegal borrowing and self-enrichment.
We’d like to see the bills paid, expenditures brought
under control and the leftover resources applied to
the top public priorities.

It’s long past time for the politicians to end financial
gimmicks and discontinue the superficial legal calis-
thenics. Unfortunately, some of them refuse to give up
and now want to sell the public assets, such as the
Turnpike, to continue the ways of their malfeasance.

We hope it’s beyond the point now where the
public can be misdirected by political poppycock.

Writer Questions Coup
Against Sen. Scutari

Put the recent letter to the editor from
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks in the
category of giving with one hand but
taking away with the other.

Mayor Marks authors a scathing criti-
cism of his fellow Republicans, as well as
Democrats in Trenton, for their inaction
on budget matters. He singles out praise
for Senator Nicholas Scutari, saying the
legislator stood up to the special interests
in Trenton.

Mayor Marks then predicts that be-
cause of his courage, Senator Scutari will
be removed as a candidate. To my knowl-
edge, Senator Scutari has not yet an-
nounced his intention to run for re-elec-
tion nor has there been any indication of
the coup predicted by Mayor Marks. One
thing is clear. If Senator Scutari runs for
re-election, he already has a pretty good
endorsement from Mayor Marks.

Mary Forbes
North Plainfield

Student’s Write Column Helped
Raise Awareness of Stress, Its Effects

Speed Humps on Benson Place
Were Terrible Idea by Westfield

Westfield Resident Who Helped
Assault Victim Is a True Hero

Free Holiday Parking
Should be Announced
I wonder how many people are aware

of free parking on holidays such as
President’s Day. Wouldn’t the merchants
or the Westfield Downtown Committee
like to give the downtown shoppers this
information?

If anyone is in doubt, the police at (908)
322-7100 will tell you.

Jennie Williams
Westfield

It’s time that the Town of Westfield
admitted that the residential speed humps
installed on Benson Place more than two
years ago were a terrible, failed experi-
ment.

I have continuously complained about
the noise and the vibrations and the dan-
ger created by these speed humps, which
were installed without input from the
residents who live on the street (yes, I
know that Councilman Betancourt said
residents knew). The unbearable noise
begins around 6 a.m. when contractor
trucks, school buses, garbage trucks and
vans with construction materials inside
travel down the street and either continue
without pausing (which makes their cargo
fly up and hit the bottom of the truck) or
slow down necessitating a gear change
and noisy, diesel-fueled startup to gain
speed again.

I have been home for several weeks
now, attempting to sleep past 6 a.m. The

speed humps have interrupted my sleep
every single day. The noise doesn’t stop
after the rush hour. It continues all day
long intermittently and sometimes to the
point where I and others are scared be-
cause of the sudden and very loud jolts.

In a previous letter, I told you that a
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion engineer told me that her agency
never suggests putting speed humps in
residential neighborhoods, specifically
because of the type of havoc they are
creating on Benson Place.

Please, please; I implore you to immedi-
ately reduce the grade of these speed humps,
such as the town just did on South Chestnut
Street during the street repaving. Lessen-
ing the height of the speed humps would go
a long way in showing that the town is
responsive and truly cares about the health
and happiness of its residents.

Gwen Kealy
Westfield

Two weeks ago, one of our Westfield
residents was a victim of assault and
attempted robbery on North Avenue. Af-
ter falling to the ground and screaming for
help, the woman was cognizant of how
many cars kept driving by unaware, or
afraid, to stop and assist her.

Another Westfield resident was on his
way home from work when he heard her
cries for help. He stopped his car, scared
away the attacker, and stayed with the
woman until further help arrived. This
gentleman is a true hero. He prefers to
remain anonymous and respectfully de-
clined the Town of Westfield’s invitation
to be honored by the mayor, council and

police chief at a public town council meet-
ing.

His modesty is understandable, after
all, he feels he didn’t do anything anyone
else wouldn’t have done; but he did. In a
world where everyone is in a rush and
sometimes afraid to get involved, this
citizen stopped and aided a woman in
trouble. As a resident and town official,
my heartfelt appreciation goes out to this
gentleman. I am sure I can speak for the
entire town in thanking him for his hero-
ism, even if it is done without fanfare.

Vicki Kimmins
Councilwoman, 2nd Ward

Westfield

I am writing in response to Ms. Zepka’s
eloquent description of what life is like
today for far too many high-achieving
students. She wrote on a very important
topic, and in so doing, raised awareness of
a key public health issue: Stress and its
physical and emotional effects. I’d like to
add my two cents on the subject.

According to studies done at Harvard
and other top-tier universities, about 50
percent to 70 percent of visits to medical
doctors are for stress-related complaints:
poor sleep, chronic headaches, unex-
plained aches and pains, general nervous-
ness, panic attacks, mild to moderate de-
pression. While stress in and of itself does
not necessarily cause these problems, it
does intensify them. Therapists and neu-
roscientists call this reaction to things,
people and events that cause us distress,
the stress response. Every day in my
practice, I teach people about the stress
response, and more importantly, how to
take greater control of it. Controlling the
stress response, and reducing the effects
of stress, is called stress management.
Stress control and reduction can be
achieved without medication or the risks
associated with taking drugs.

Typically, medical doctors respond to
stress-related complaints the way they
were trained to: Either dismissing the
patient’s complaint with “you need to
relax more,” or with a prescription for an
anti-anxiety medication or sleeping pill.
Neither response is always the best one.
Yet, isn’t it ironic that so many medical
office visits are for things that can be
better addressed without drugs? Even
more ironic is the fact that this fact is
supported by research begun decades ago
by, of all people, a medical doctor.

In the 1960s, Herbert Benson, MD, a
cardiologist at Harvard Medical School,
studied stress in a way that no one had
before. He also studied the connection
between the human mind and the body,
specifically looking into the connection
between what we think and how we feel.
Today, there’s an entire field of healthcare
devoted to this; it’s called integrative
medicine or mind-body medicine. Dr.
Benson (by whom I was trained) devel-
oped something called the Relaxation

Response or “the RR” for short, and proved
it could reduce the physiological effects
of stress. How? Because the RR causes
the opposite of the stress response. It
produces a reduction in stress hormones
and an increase in the feeling of well
being. It also helps relax tense muscles;
stop or minimize stress headaches and
aides in improved sleep. Moreover, the
RR helps stabilize blood pressure and
improve overall mood.

It takes about five minutes to learn the
RR. However, learning it won’t change
your circumstances. The RR is some-
thing that needs to be practiced daily for
about five minutes, preferably a few times
a day. I practice it about five minutes at a
time, four times a day: In the mid-morn-
ing, mid-afternoon, after dinner and as I
fall asleep at night. If you can’t do it this
often, practicing it once a day is better
than not at all, I assure you.

I highly recommend students — and
non-students, too — learn the RR and
make it a part of their life. It is a drug-free,
risk-free stress management tool. If you
practice this technique at least twice a day
for a month, you will see a difference in
your life. You’ll feel sharper, more re-
laxed and less anxious.

You’ll likely notice fewer stress head-
aches and fewer aches and pains. Over the
long haul, you’ll experience many addi-
tional benefits, from improved sleep to
fewer and less severe colds. Hard to imag-
ine such benefits without a pill? Do some
research and draw your own conclusions.
You can start online by visiting the Mayo
Clinic, the Harvard Mind-Body Institute
or the National Institutes of Health (NIH).
Hundreds of books and professional jour-
nal articles on the subject are out there.
People just need to expand their view of
healthcare beyond the Western approach
and incorporate the many integrative ser-
vices that are available. Drugs are a miracle
of science, but they are not the only route
to improved health.

One last point: Coincidently, the entire
issue of the January 29, 2007, Time Maga-
zine is about the mind-body connection.

Ronald Glassman
Mountainside

Future is Now for Residents to
Support SPF Bond Proposal

I have been a police officer for Fanwood
since 1989, and a coach in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Police Athletic League
since 1991.

I have had the enjoyment of coaching,
mentoring and helping several hundred
children grow within our great communi-
ties. I have also watched other caring
residents coach and foster a further un-
derstanding of community spirit by coach-
ing your kids in various other sports.

Many young people have left for other
endeavors while still others have returned
to live here and even teach, police and
some coach here at all levels from youth
to high school.

Your kids perform in the bands (middle
and high schools), play sports or just
come to participate as a proud future
alumni of SPF.

Yet after all the practices, all the hun-
dreds of hours of coaching, all the games
that they’ve played in preparation for
attaining the high school level, what are
they rewarded with? Track, football and
soccer fields that are rated the worst in
Union County.

Time and time again our athletic de-
partment was forced to change games
with “home field advantage” to away
games because of constant dire field con-
ditions.

Our state championship marching band
could not even perform half the time for
their proud parents because of dire field
conditions at our home field.

The state qualifying girls’ soccer team
was forced to Basking Ridge and gave up
home field again.

We have had children suffer devastat-
ing injuries with some not able to enjoy
and compete in their remaining “and only”
years in high school because of field
conditions.

Time and time again, games and prac-
tices cannot be held because of field
conditions. The varsity football field
lasted just six plays in the opening season
game until the field was once again de-
stroyed.

Morale and pride among the students
starts with looking around their home
turf. They want to be able to say, “This is

our home field, and we’re gonna prove
our pride right here.” How can they say it
when it’s in disrepair and in poor condi-
tion?

For most of our athletes and band par-
ticipants, this will be the highest level
they attain – which is quite an accom-
plishment. However, how can they be the
best they can without the proper and de-
serving field they require to excel?
Shouldn’t we provide safe and at least
adequate conditions for them so the po-
tential for injury decreases – not multi-
plies like the last few years?

As a coach along with other coaches,
we have always appreciated your thanks
and extended gratitude for coaching and
mentoring your children.

They are the future of our world. We
have never asked for anything in return.
Well now we are. On February 8, the
board of education will meet for the final
discussion and vote to place the field turf
initiative forward for a bond vote in April.

We need you there – every parent,
every coach, every person that wants the
best for the future of our communities.

The Turf-It committee has worked hard
the past two years preparing for this exact
moment. We have supplied the answers
and addressed every concern. We can
now have a say for our kids. We as par-
ents, coaches, mentors and citizens can
make something happen that will help
thousands of kids for years to come; and
I believe that’s everybody’s wish in life
— to help.

For less than $25 a year per household,
we’ll be able to actually touch something
we’ve paid for and enjoy it for years! It
only requires a few hours in attendance
and a click of a lever in April. That’s not
much.

Help make this happen. The future is
February 8. Please help make everything
we’ve done as coaches, Turf-It members
and police officers not be in vain.

Show us how much it matters to you by
being there.

Russell Yeager
SPF Police Athletic League

Vice President

Letters to the Editor

Please Fix Westfield
Parking Machines

I write to encourage the Westfield Town
Administrator to improve the parking
meter condition at the South Side Train
Station parking lot. There are only two
automated parking meters and invariably,
one seems to not work at least once a
week (sometimes several times a week).

As a result, with the onslaught of morn-
ing rush and the extreme difficulty of
using the dollar bill feed slot (unfortu-
nately not everyone has a parking debit
card), the line gets long. And as Murphy’s
Law would have it, the machine tends to
break whenever the weather is foul, which
make this wait even more joyous; i.e.,
watching people balancing an umbrella,
brief case, coffee and paper while trying
to feed a tiny, covered slot at the bottom
of the machine with one hand.

So at least once a week, I either miss the
train or have to catch the train without
paying and trouble my spouse to feed the
meter afterwards.

I implore the town to come up with
solutions to mediate this re-occurring
problem. Please either install more auto-
mated parking meters or improve these
machines so they can take bills more
easily. Another option is to allow a manual
payment system (e.g. take advantage of
the coffee shop or the train station office
to collect payments during the morning
rush) to ease the congestion.

Roger Chen
Westfield

Magnetic Fields:
Like Father, Like Son
On January 24, 1991, my letter to the

editor below was published in the
Westfield Leader:

“The national press reported recently
that the [G.H.W.] Bush White House has
sought to speak ‘ex cathedra’ on yet an-
other matter of interest to American citi-
zens — the health effects of electric and
magnetic fields — a subject with which
Westfield residents have had to concern
themselves of late.

Improperly, the Bush administration
attempted [and succeeded] to influence
the outcome of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s review of this problem
for the purposes of ensuring that the health
risks will be minimized or denied.

This is just one more indication of a
disturbing trend: the current administra-
tion in Washington will fanatically pur-
sue its own agenda whatever the cost in
American lives.”

Will the GOP ever change?

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

New Jury Selection Mandate
Needs Common Sense Rework

The next time you are called for jury duty, expect
a long wait. Jury selection directives recently im-
posed by the New Jersey Supreme Court are bring-
ing court dockets to a snail’s pace and causing
controversy among Superior Court judges.

The directive, No. 21-2006, mandates judges to
separately ask each prospective juror a long list of
questions. Previously, the judge would ask the ques-
tions collectively to the group – a process that took
minutes rather than hours as is now compulsory.

In criminal trials, there are 29 questions; civil
trials include 24 questions with additional questions
for trials involving auto accidents, slips and falls and
medical malpractice cases. Please see the questions
on page 5.

The mandate issued by Philips Carchman, J.A.D.,
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts, notes
“The Court indicated its approval of these standards
in its September 15, 2006 Administrative Determi-
nations…”

“Adherence to these standards will provide a
sufficient measure of uniformity and predictability
to the jury selection process throughout the state,

will ensure that the process is thorough and mean-
ingful, and will allow for a reasonable flexibility and
exercise of judicial discretion,” the December 11,
2006 directive reads.

Often times, bureaucrats and administrators get
off the mark and forget common sense. We believe
that to be the case here. By creating a one-system-
fits-all procedure, the mandate has caused the jury-
selection process to be significantly slowed, thus
extending one-week trials by days and weeks. The
end result will be a less effective system, an increase
of hardship claims and frustrated jurors. What was
wrong with the previous system?

We have heard that judges around the state are
angry about the directive because of how it slows
their trial schedule. Some officials expect that the
Supreme Court will soon allow the judges to issue
comments and then go back and rework the jury
standards.

The high court needs to take a step back and listen
to the lower court justices. This is one administrative
directive that must go back to drawing board in
search of common sense.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Titar – The gray partridge
2. Darque – Scottish for a day’s work
3. Partan – Scottish for crab
4. Frumentaceous – Of or made of

cereals

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THIRLING
1. Whirling or spinning
2. The act of deriding or ridiculing
3. The act of boring, drilling, etc.
4. Twisting or distorting

TURSIO
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic
having few teeth
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. A genus of acridian grasshoppers; a
cicada
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning sea
turtles

OUZEL
1. The European blackbird
2. A calcareous deposit found in the sacs
of the ear
3. A type of Greek alcholic beverage
flavored with the seeds of the anise plant
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap door
at the top

TITUBATE
1. To stumble or stagger
2. To tickle or stimulate pleasurably
3. To make or look smart; to dress up
4. Existing in title or name only; nominal

A Watered-Down, Emasculated,
Unconstitutional Fraud

“This is failure to act by the legislature
and a failure to lead by the Governor.
This no more resembles the kind of far
reaching, bold solution called for in July
than a jack-ass resembles a thorough-
bred.” – NJGOP Chairman Tom Wilson
issued the following statement Tuesday
in response to the passage of the property
tax rebate bill.

“I’ll sum up this effort paraphrasing
the Democrats: This is nothing more than
a watered down, emasculated, unconsti-
tutional fraud that will be harmful.

Even Democrats admit their plan is
bogus. Some are even saying that it will
do more harm than good. All acknowl-
edge that the families of New Jersey de-
serve and were promised better than an-
other election year gimmick that doesn’t
do a thing to lower anyone’s property
taxes. Many Democrats joined us to say
that this scheme is neither sustainable nor
legal. When even the Democrats are us-
ing phrases like ‘watered down,’ ‘emas-
culated,’ ‘disingenuous,’ ‘gimmicks,’
’fraud,’ ‘unconstitutional’ and ‘harmful’
then imagine how bad things really must
be.

No one will see their property taxes go
down because of this. Not a single dual
office holder will be forced to give up a
taxpayer-funded job because of this. No
convicted politician loses his pension
because of this. Neither state nor local
spending is being restrained by this. This
no more resembles the kind of far reach-
ing bold solution called for in July than a
jack-ass resembles a thoroughbred.

This is a failure to act by the legislature
and a failure to lead by the Governor. You
would think that the same man who shut
down the casinos and put people out of
work so he could raise taxes would have
fought just as hard for property tax re-
form. Instead, Jon Corzine surrendered
before the fight even began.”

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Submittal Notes
Email Photos in color, Ads as pdf

www.goleader.com/help

See information for upcoming
This Is Westfield 2007

www.goleader.com/tiw

Creative Writing Contest
See the Bernard Heeney Creative

Writing Contest details at:
www.goleader.com/tiw/contest

Intern Program Note
See the Leader/Times summer in-

ternship program details at:
www.goleader.com/internship
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1. In order to be qualified under New
Jersey law to serve on a jury, a person
must have certain qualifying characteris-
tics. A juror must be: Age 18 or older; A
citizen of the United States; Able to read
and understand the English language; A
resident of ____________ county (the
summoning county). Also, a juror must
not: Have been convicted of any indict-
able offense in any state or federal court;
And must not have any physical or mental
disability which would prevent the per-
son from properly serving as a juror. Is
there any one of you who does not meet
these requirements?

2. a. This trial is expected to last for
__________ to ________ weeks. Is there
anything about the length or scheduling
of the trial that would interfere with your
ability to serve? b. Do you have any
medical, personal or financial problem
that would prevent you from serving on
this jury? c. Is there anything that would
make it difficult for you to sit, listen or
deliberate for two hours without a break?

3. Introduce the lawyers and the defen-
dant. Do any of you know either / any of
the lawyers? Has either / any of them or
anyone in their office ever represented
you or brought any action against you?
Do you know Mr. / Ms. (Name of defen-
dant)?

4. Read names of potential witnesses.
Do you know any of the potential wit-
nesses?

5. I have already briefly described the
case. Do you know anything about this
case from any source other than what I’ve
just told you?

6. Are any of you familiar with the area
or address of the incident? a. If yes, can
you sit and decide this case based solely
on the evidence admitted during the trial
and the law as explained to you by the
Court and not on any impression gained
from prior knowledge?

7. Have you ever served on a jury
before today, here in New Jersey or in any
state court or federal court? If yes: Was it
a Civil or Criminal trial? When? What
type of case was it? Were you a deliberat-
ing juror? Was there anything about the
trial, the jury deliberation process or any-
thing you may have learned afterward
that would interfere with your ability to
be fair and impartial as a juror in this trial?

8. Have you ever sat as a grand juror?
When? If the answer is yes: Do you real-
ize that the duties as a member of a petit
jury are vastly different from those of a
member of a grand jury? Do you feel that
your prior experience as a grand juror
would in any way affect or prevent you
from sitting on this jury as a fair and
impartial juror?

9. Do you know anyone else in the jury
box other than as a result of reporting here
today?

10. Would your verdict in this case be
influenced in any way by any factors
other than the evidence in the courtroom,
such as friendships or family relation-
ships or the type of work you do?

11. Is there anything about the nature
of the charge itself that would interfere
with your impartiality?

12. Have you ever been a witness in a
criminal case, regardless of whether it
went to trial?

13. Have you ever testified in any court
proceeding?

14. Have you ever applied for a job as
a state or local police officer or with a
sheriff’s department or county jail or state
prison?

15. Have you, or any family member or
close friend, ever worked for any agency
such as a police department, prosecutor’s
office, the FBI, the DEA, or a sheriff’s
department, jail or prison, either in New
Jersey or elsewhere?

16. As a general proposition, do you
think that a police officer is more likely,
less likely, or as likely, to tell the truth
than a witness who is not a police officer?

17. Would any of you give greater or
lesser weight to the testimony of a police
officer merely because of his or her status
as a police officer?

18. Have you or any family member or
close friend ever been accused of com-
mitting an offense other than a minor
motor vehicle offense?

19. Have you or any family member or
close friend ever been the victim of a
crime, whether it was reported to law
enforcement or not? If yes, was anyone
arrested? How long ago was it? Where
did it occur? Were you satisfied with the
outcome?

20. Would you have any difficulty fol-
lowing the principle that the defendant on
trial is presumed to be innocent and must
be found not guilty of that charge unless
each and every essential element of an
offense charged is proved beyond a rea-
sonable doubt?

21. The indictment is not evidence of
guilt. It is simply a charging document.
Would the fact that the defendant has
been arrested and indicted, and is here in
court facing these charges, cause you to
have preconceived opinions on the
defendant’s guilt or innocence?

22. I have already given you the defini-
tion of reasonable doubt, and will explain
it again at the end of the trial. Would any
of you have any difficulty in voting not
guilty if the State fails to prove the charge
beyond a reasonable doubt?

23. If the State proves each element of
the alleged offense(s) beyond a reason-
able doubt, would you have any difficulty
in returning a verdict of guilty?

24. The burden of proving each ele-
ment of a crime beyond a reasonable
doubt rests upon the prosecution and
that burden never shifts to the defen-
dant. The defendant in a criminal case
has no obligation or duty to prove his /
her innocence or offer any proof relat-
ing to his / her innocence. Would any of
you have any difficulty in following
these principles?

25. A defendant in a criminal case has
the absolute right to remain silent and has
the absolute right not to testify. If a defen-
dant chooses not to testify, the jury is
prohibited from drawing any negative
conclusions from that choice. The defen-
dant is presumed innocent whether he
testifies or not. Would any of you have
any difficulty in following these prin-
ciples? Note: The defendant has the right
to waive this question. The defendant’s
decision in that regard should be dis-
cussed during the voir dire conference.

26. Would you have any difficulty or
reluctance in accepting the law as ex-
plained by the Court and applying it to the
facts regardless of your personal beliefs
about what the law should be or is?

27. Is there anything about this case,
based on what I’ve told you that would
interfere with your ability to be fair and
impartial?

28. The purpose of questioning you as
prospective members of the jury is to
select a jury which will be fair and impar-
tial. Is there anything, not covered by the
previous questions, which would affect
your ability to be a fair and impartial juror
or in any way be a problem for you
serving on this jury? If so, please raise
your hand so that the attorneys and I can
discuss it with you privately?

29. Is there anything else that you feel
is important for the parties in this case to
know about you?

See Jury Commentary on Page 4

Questions Asked of Prospective Jurors
 

Cleaning Your Hard Drive,
But Don’t Use Soap

At times, people call asking for
help in downloading the newspaper
at www.goleader.com. One frequent
question is, “Why is my computer so
slow with everything I look for on the
Internet?”

These callers may have a recent
Windows computer and a fast cable
modem connection –
yet they are frustrated
and think that their com-
puter may be broken.

One routine mainte-
nance thing to do is to
cleanup one’s hard drive
of trash, temporary files — often the
cause of the problem that brings one’s
computer to a near standstill.

Here’s how to cleanup your hard
drive and keep your PC computer
running at top speed. No harm will
come to your computer, and you will
not lose any information. Perhaps
you should do this at least once a
week.

On your desktop, click “My Com-
puter.” A window will popup, listing
your hard drives.

“Right click” on your Hard Disk C:
Another window will popup, upon
which you choose “Properties.” This
will then cause the Properties win-
dow to appear that has the button
“Disk Cleanup” – click “Disk
Cleanup.”

After a few moments when your
computer finishes examining the junk
files on your hard drive, another screen
will appear.

Make sure the following have a
“check mark:”

Downloaded Program Files
Recycle Bin
Temporary files
WebClient Temporary Files
Catalog Files for Indexer
Click “OK.” When it says “Are you

sure?” click Yes.
In a few seconds, your C: hard disk

will be cleaned. Repeat this proce-
dure for other hard drives that may be
on your computer then close the popup
screens from “My Computer.” That’s

all there is to it.
Now try your Internet surfing.

Hopefully, everything is faster now
and more enjoyable.

The Internet is a great way to re-
trieve information. At goleader.com,
we receive over a million hits per
month and transfer about 100

gigabytes of informa-
tion. There is access to
ten years of newspaper
archives, videos, pho-
tographs, advertise-
ments and special fea-
tures. It has vastly in-

creased the scope of our audience and
is a supplement to our printed news-
papers that are mailed to homes
throughout the United States.

While goleader.com grows, our
newspaper readers still treasure the
special, unique nature of the printed
word, and our subscriber base re-
mains strong.

We’d like to hear your comments
about improving our technical ser-
vice to you, both InPrint and OnLine.
Send an email to
leadernet@goleader.com. Don’t for-
get to sign up for the newspaper at
www.goleader.com/subscribe.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND

PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Feb. 7 thru Tues.,
Feb. 13, 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the

lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Feburary 2007

Debit
Card

Corbett Canyon
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•SHIRAZ 1099

Diamond
Series

819 3500
ALL TYPES

Yellow
Tail

ALL TYPES
(EXC. RESERVES)

1099

Due
Torri

•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT

999

1809

1209

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Cutty Sark
Scotch

2700

Seagram’s
7 Crown

1509

Majorska
Vodka

•Cabernet
•Merlot  . . . . . . .1799

•Chardonnay . .1399

•Sauvignon
Blanc  . . . . . . . . .1299

•Claret    •Merlot
•Syrah  •Zinfandel
•Chardonnay

1.75 L

750
ML

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Banfi
Rosa Regale 1499

2799 C.R. Cellars
•BRAVISSIMO
•FORTISSIMO           1299

• Il Leo

• Lumina
Pinot Grigio

• Riserva Ducale
Chianti
GOLD LABEL

Almaden
•CHABLIS   •RHINE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY  

4 L

ALL 750 ML

1299

1099

1.75 L

3 L

1199
750 ML

Beer We Carry the Largest Selection
of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE
ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!

EverydayEveryday
Is At Our

PRICE
BREAK

1.5 L

1.5 L

Luna
di Luna

ALL
TYPES

1499
1.5 L1.5 L

NAPA VALLEY

899
CoppolaCoppolaCoppolaCoppola

RuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffino

Barefoot
Cellars
Barefoot
Cellars
Barefoot
Cellars
Barefoot
Cellars

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
• WHITE ZINFANDEL

•Caravella
LIMONCELLO

•Kahlua
COFFEE LIQUEUR1699

CORDIALS
for your...

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice!

•Di Saronno
AMARETTO

•Romana Sambuca
REGULAR OR BLACK

•Starbucks
•COFFEE LIQUEUR
•CREAM COFFEE

LIQUEUR 1899

750 ML

Frangelico 1999

Hennessy
VS Cognac

2499
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

BRANDY & COGNACVODKA

Belvedere 2599

Finlandia 2499

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2199

750 ML

750 ML

Mionetto
Prosecco
DI VALDOBBIADENE
FRIZZANTE 1299

750 ML

M&R Asti 999
750 ML

750 ML

BOURBON

GIN

RUM

1 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Cancun
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399
Beefeater 2799

1.75 LJim Beam 2499

1.75 L

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

750 ML

1.75 L

CANADIAN

Canadian Club1799
1.75 L

Canadian LTD1199
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Macallan
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3699

Sutter Home
WHITE ZINFANDEL 699

Heidsieck
Monopole
(BLUE TOP) 2499

750 ML

Speyburn
10-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 1999

John Begg 1599
1.75 L

SCOTCH

Jose Cuervo
•GOLD OR
CLASICO WHITE . . . . 3499

•BLACK  . . . . . . . . . .2199

TEQUILA

750 ML

750 ML

Valentine

Valentine’s Day

Happy Valentine’s DayHappy Valentine’s Day

•Dessert Wines
ALL TYPES 999

SterlingSterlingSterlingSterling

Rossini’s
Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS   •RHINE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY   •ROSE
•RUBINO ROSSO 799

4 L

3 L

Your
Choice!

Your Choice!

1.5 L
Real
Sangria 999

1.5 L

Turning Leaf
ALL TYPES
(EXCLUDING
WHITE ZINFANDEL)1199

1.5 L

Smoking
Loon ALL TYPES799

750
ML

750
ML

Santa Marvista
RESERVA
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 699

Nicolas Reserve
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 699

1.5 L

5L
BOX

5L
BOX

750
ML

999
750
ML

750
ML

YELLOW LABEL CHAMPAGNE

ShopRitefrom

Prices effective: 2/7 thru 2/13

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
7 8 9 10

11 12 13

Corbett Canyon
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•WT. ZINFANDEL 599

1.5 L

Hardy’s
Stamp ALL TYPES 599

750
ML

Baileys
Irish Cream

ALL TYPES

1.75 L750 ML

E&J BRANDY 1699

Leroux Polish
Blackberry Brandy1899

1.75 L

1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

WINNERS…Cub Scout Pack No. 171 of Wilson Elementary School in Westfield
held its annual Pinewood Derby January 20.  Fifth-grade Webelos, pictured left
to right, are: Aaron Wenta, Benjamin Verchick, Brian Moum and Jack Monihan.

Wilson Cub Scouts Reveal
Results of Pinewood Derby

WESTFIELD – Cub Scout Pack No.
171 of Wilson Elementary School in
Westfield conducted its annual Pinewood
Derby on January 20, with more than 75
scouts participating.

Awards were presented for design and
for the fastest cars as follows:

Favorite: First place, Phillip Dwyer;
second place, James Fritz; Craziest Car:
Jack Monihan; Best Paint Job: Nick Sand-
ers; Craftsmanship: Brian Moum.

The race results are as follows:
Tiger: First Place Overall – Robert

Faktor (Den 3); Den 1, first place – Julian
Bryen; Den 1, second place – Stuart Pol-
lack; Den 2, first place – James Fritz; Den
2, second place – Kurt Gerckens; Den 3,
second place – Joshua Stryker.

Wolf: First Place Overall – Avery
Wenta (Den 1); Den 1, second place –
Connor Ragoza; Den 2, first place – Jake
Triarsi; Den 2, second place – Jonah
Schieber.

Bear: First Place Overall – Matthew
Fazio (Den 2); Den 1, first place – Connor
Haviland; Den 1, second place – Brian
Lawrence; Den 2, second place – Dakota
Williams.

Webelo Fourth Grade: First Place Over-
all – Michael Lapolla (Den 2); Den 1, first
place – Casey Haviland; Den 1, second
place – Henry Liddy; Den 2, second place
– Andrew Frantz.

Webelo Fifth Grade: First Place Over-
all – Aaron Wenta (Den 1); Den 1, second
place – Benjamin Verchick; Den 2, first
place – Jack Monihan; Den 2, second
place – Brian Moum.

Parents helped orchestrate the day’s
events at Wilson School. Mark Swingle
and Glenn Verchick served as co-masters
of ceremony. Dean Sanders was the offi-
cial timer and David Verchick helped in
handing out awards. Earlier in the month,
Paul Moum ran a clinic for newcomers to
learn about car design and construction.
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LT. AND MRS. ERIC SCOTT MOORE
(She is the former Miss Stephanie Alaine Larson)

Miss Stephanie A. Larson
Weds Lt. Eric S. Moore

Miss Stephanie “Stevie” Alaine
Larson, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen A. Larson of Eatonton, Ga.,
formerly of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, June 24, to Lieutenant
Eric Scott Moore. He is the son of Ms.
Cheryl Moore of Clearwater, Fla. and
Robert Moore of Dunedin, Fla.

The couple was wed in an early
evening ceremony at the Eatonton
Presbyterian Church in Eatonton, Ga.,
with the bridegroom’s uncle, Rever-
end Donald Mott, and the bride’s
uncle, Reverend Neil Norheim, offi-
ciating. A reception followed at the
home of the bride’s parents overlook-
ing Lake Oconee.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless ball gown of
diamond white, with seed pearls and
Austrian crystals at the bodice and
hem. Complementing her gown was
a cathedral-length veil, also accented
with pearls and crystals. The bride
carried a bouquet of white lisianthus,
peonies and timeless roses.

Miss Jessica Wyckoff of New York
City, the bride’s longtime friend, was
the maid of honor. The bridesmaids
included Miss Erika Van Anglen of
Westfield, Miss Kerri Anness of
Cranford, Miss Shannon Campbell
of Enfield, Conn. and Miss Lindsey
McClain of Charleston, S.C., all
friends of the bride.

All wore strapless buttercup tea-
length dresses, belted in white silk,
and carried bouquets of eggshell and
butter-yellow roses with lavender and
purple freesia.

Robert Moore, the bridegroom’s
father, served as the best man. The
groomsmen were Andrew Larson of
Charleston, S.C. and Erik Larson of
Jackson, Tenn., the bride’s brothers,
along with Lieutenant Stephen Noel
of Fort Campbell, Ky., Lieutenant
James Sanders of Rockville, Va. and

Jesse Spampinato of Dover, Del.,
college friends of the bridegroom.

Miss Morgan Golden of Havana,
Ill. served as the flower girl and Mas-
ter Andrew Cornett of Auburn, Ala.
acted as ring bearer. Both are second
cousins of the bride.

Miss Jessica Wyckoff, the maid of
honor, together with Mrs. Janice
Wyckoff and Mrs. Darielle Kujawski,
hosted an April bridal shower in
Westfield. The bridesmaids hosted a
shower at the home of the bride’s
mother, Mrs. Carla Larson, and an-
other in Clemson, S.C.

The bride’s mother hosted a brides-
maids’ luncheon the day before the
ceremony at the Ritz-Carlton Lodge
on Lake Oconee.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a luau-themed rehearsal din-
ner the evening before the wedding
lakeside at the Cuscowilla Golf Re-
sort in Eatonton.

A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Computer Infor-
mation Systems from Clemson Uni-
versity in Clemson, S.C. in 2005.

She is a computer programmer in
Tampa, currently working for Soft-
ware Architects, Inc. In her spare
time, she is an advisor to the local
Alpha Chi Omega chapter at the Uni-
versity of Tampa.

A 1999 graduate of Countryside
High School in Clearwater, Fla., the
bridegroom earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Management in 2004, also
from Clemson University. He is a part
owner/manager of Assisted Living
Facilities in the Clearwater area and  a
member of the Florida National Guard
Unit. He works with the local high
school wrestling team in his free time.

Following a wedding trip to St.
Lucia, the couple resides in Safety
Harbor, Fla.

MR. AND MRS. IAN THOMAS RHODES
(She is the former Miss Melissa A. Fiorina)

Miss Melissa A. Fiorina
Weds Ian Thomas Rhodes

Miss Melissa Alexandra Fiorina,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Fiorina of Ann Arbor, Mich., was
married on Sunday, October 1, to Ian
Thomas Rhodes. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. David Rhodes of Plainsboro,
formerly of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at Stauffer Chapel of Pepperdine Uni-
versity, located in Malibu, Calif. Of-
ficiating was the Reverend Walter
Mees, Jr., pastor of the Palisades
Lutheran Church in Pacific Palisades,
Calif. A reception followed the cer-
emony at Calamigos Ranch in Malibu.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a Justina McCaffrey silk
taffeta gown and carried a bouquet of
white lilies and roses.

The bride chose her sister, Ms. An-
drea Fiorina of Ypsilanti, Mich., as
her maid of honor. Serving as the best
man for his brother was Gregory
Rhodes of Maplewood. Adam Bulpitt
of Roselle, Ill., Wes Gutierrez of
Redondo Beach, Calif. and Greg
Willis of Palos Verdes, Calif. were
ushers. Scripture was read by David
Rhodes.

The bridegroom’s parents hosted a
welcome dinner for family and friends
at the Daily Grill in Santa Monica,
Calif. on the eve of the wedding day.
In June, the maid of honor hosted a
bridal shower at Duke’s Malibu.

The bride is a 1990 graduate of
Gabriel Richard High School in Ann
Arbor and a 1994 graduate of North-
western University in Evanston, Ill.

She is a marketing manager in the
New York office of
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

The bridegroom is a 1990 graduate
of Westfield High School and a 1994
graduate of Seton Hall University in
South Orange. He is an audit senior
manager, also in the New York office
of PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Larchmont,
N.Y.

CONTACT We Care Plans
Open House Event Feb. 21

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the crisis hotline and listening
center based in Westfield, will kick off
its new training program with an open
house event on Wednesday, February
21, beginning at 7 p.m. This orienta-
tion will be held in the boardroom of
the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council headquarters, located at 201
East Grove Street in Westfield.

All interested members of the pub-
lic, particularly those seeking an op-
portunity for volunteer service to the
community, are invited to attend.
CONTACT volunteers will provide
information about the agency’s train-
ing program and light refreshments
will be available.

Attendees also will be able to sit in
on a sample training session for cur-
rent volunteers. That evening, CON-
TACT Clinical Director Dave Man-
ning will lead telephone workers in
effective ways of dealing with bipolar
callers. The open house will include
introductory remarks on the agency’s
place in the local community.

The weekly training classes will
begin on Wednesday, February 28,
and continue most Wednesdays
through May. CONTACT volunteers
field over 8,000 calls a year from
individuals in emotional distress in a
primary service area that covers

Union, Essex, Middlesex, Somerset,
Morris, Bergen and Passaic counties.

CONTACT is part of the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-(800)
273-TALK, and an agency of the
Westfield United Way and several other
area United Way organizations. It is
supported additionally through grants
from private and public foundations,
corporations and individuals.

For more information on training
class times and locations and to join
the class, please contact Sue Fasano
at (908) 301-1899 or by e-mail at
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

Children’s Flea Market
To Be Held at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey’s second annual
“Tchochkes and Treasures” Flea
Market for children will be held on
Sunday, February 25, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Those in grades 2 to 5 are welcome
to reserve a table from which they can
sell their gently used books, videos,
video games, toys and other items.
The sellers get to keep all of the pro-
ceeds from their sales. All participants
must be accompanied by an adult and
provide their own change for sales.

The deadline for reserving a sale
table is Friday, February 23. Space is
limited, so early reservations are rec-
ommended. The cost to reserve a table
is $12 per table for JCC members and
$15 per table for non-members. There
is a two-table maximum per person.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To reserve a
table or for more details, please con-
tact Jodi Baxter at jbaxter@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 235.

La Leche League Posts
February 15 Meeting
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, will
hold its next meeting on Thursday,
February 15, at 10 a.m. Topics of
discussion will include “Preparing
for Birth and Breastfeeding” and
“How Childbirth Choices Can Affect
Breastfeeding.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are wel-
come to come and learn more about
breastfeeding, have questions an-
swered and meet other breastfeeding
mothers. For more information and
the meeting location, please call Mari
at (908) 233-6513 or Arlene at (908)
789-4772.

Mothers Group Seeks
New Chapter Members

FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers and More wel-
comes area women to join the chapter,
part of a national, non-profit organiza-
tion. Meetings are held on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month at 8
p.m. at the Fanwood Recreation Cen-
ter, located in Forest Road Park just off
Midway Avenue in Fanwood. Visitors
are always welcome.

Various activities are held for women
monthly, with or without children or
spouses, among them mom’s nights
out, a book club, a walking club, craft
nights and couples nights out. There
also are children’s events and
playgroups, outdoor activities, holi-
day parties and family picnics. Activ-
ity dates are listed in monthly  news-
letters that are e-mailed or mailed.

Mothers and More champions the
value and necessity of all mothers’
work to society, paid and unpaid,
both within and outside of the home.

For more details on attending a
meeting or to receive a newsletter,
please call Vicki Devlin at (908) 259-
1161. The national organization’s
website is mothersandmore.org.

Free Tax Preparation
Available at Area Sites
SCOTCH PLAINS – Federal and

State Income Tax forms will be pre-
pared free of charge for senior citi-
zens, disabled and low-income per-
sons at the following locations from
Monday, February 12, to Monday,
April 16, by appointment:

Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains, (908)
322-5007; St. Helen’s Parish Center,
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield,
(908) 232-1867, and Westfield Com-
munity Center, 558 West Broad Street
in Westfield, (908) 232-4759.

A special refund is available this
2006 tax year for the federal excise tax
charged on telephone bills from 2003
to August 2006. It is offered to every-
one, including senior citizens, disabled
and low-income people, even if they
have no tax to file. Forms will be
available at the above locations.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Come & Feast on God's Love!
Sunday, February 18, 10:30am 

Service will feature: 
Jazz, Spiritual & Gospel Music
FREE brunch following worship

Childcare & classes for children and youth: 10:30am

1961 Raritan Road � Scotch Plains
RSVP by 2/15 appreciated � 908-232-5678

info@willowgrovechurch.org � www.willowgrovechurch.org

WILLOW GROV E PRESBY T ERIAN CHURCH

Jazz Worship
Service & Brunch

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

24 Prospect Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122    fax: 908.232.4351

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW

 DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

Yoga Studio and Boutique
307 South Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090

Up To 70% Off

Mid-Winter
Clearance

For Class Schedules & New Student Specials:

www.satsangyogastudio.com
908-789-7203

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
NJ Spec. Lic. #3983

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Fellow, American Academy of
Pediatric Dentistry, NJ Spec. Lic. #2487

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.

NJ Spec. Lic. #5678

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolecents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231
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Museum to Celebrate
‘Historic Valentines’
WESTFIELD – A family program

entitled “Historic Valentines” will be
presented this Sunday, February 11,
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory
House Museum. The museum is lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

The custom of sending Valentine’s
Day cards was widely practiced in
Colonial America. Many young men
would send cards to their sweethearts
that were festooned with hearts and
flowers and included a poem inside.

Evelyn Kennelly will discuss the
history of valentines and exhibit some
examples. Children also will be able
to make two valentine crafts to take
home for someone special.

The fee is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Visitors also are invited to
stop by the museum gift shop, which
features Colonial toys, crafts, books
and educational materials.

Built in 1740, the Miller-Cory
House Museum is a restored, fully
furnished farmhouse listed on both
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places and as a site on the
New Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.

Upcoming Sunday events include
“A Tribute to George Washington” on
February 18 and “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 4. For more informa-
tion, please call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Senior Advisory Committee
Reveals First Trip of 2007

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has announced that its first
outing for 2007 (with bus transporta-
tion underwritten by the township)
will be to the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn on Saturday, April 28, to see
the musical Seven Brides For Seven
Brothers.

Registration will open on Monday,
February 12, for Scotch Plains resi-
dents and Tuesday, February 20, for
non-residents in Room 113 of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
located at 430 Park Avenue.

Orchestra seats have been reserved
at a cost of $45 for township residents
and $50 for non-residents. The bus
will leave from the rear of the munici-
pal building at 12:30 p.m. for the 2
p.m. matinee. It is expected that ar-
rangements will be made so that play-
goers might socialize at dinner (at
their own expense) following the per-
formance.

On January 29, the committee held
its first meeting of 2007 at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, with a
few changes in its membership.

Paul Montalbano, a long-time con-
tributing member of the committee,
wrote of his move to Colorado, thereby
being forced to resign from participa-
tion. Mayor Martin Marks named
Rosemary Tarulli to fill the vacancy.

Other long-time committee mem-
bers include Olga Bruce, former presi-
dent of the Golden Agers group;
Jeanne Butler, Jean DeTorre, Mary

DeJesso, Camille DiBella, Peggy
Hoff, Elsie Lestrange, Brigid
Marinaro, Liz Mangan, Clarie Minnis,
Marge Van Duyne and Laura
Swidersky, chairwoman.

Welcomed to the first meeting was
Township Council Liaison Kevin
Glover, who said he was glad to have
the opportunity to provide any assis-
tance.

Announcements of future trips,
dates and costs will be forthcoming.
The township has provided subsi-
dized funding for the bus charters and
therefore most of the trips will be
offered at nominal costs.

Quilt-A-Thon to Take Place
At Greek Orthodox Church
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Greek Orthodox Church, located at
250 Gallows Hill Road in Westfield,
will hold its 14th annual AIDS Ba-
bies Quilt-A-Thon on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 24, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Funded by the Ladies Philoptochos
Society and chaired by Connie
Wygera of Tewksbury Township, this
event is free and open to the public.

 All ages are invited to participate
in the Quilt-A-Thon. Volunteers may
stay for an hour or two or the entire
day and are asked to bring their lunch
and a pair of scissors.

The Reverend Peter Delvizis will
bless the quilts on Sunday, February
25. Last year, more than 200 volunteers
made over 300 quilts for at-risk babies.

The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church hosts the quilt-a-thon as a
one-day Lenten project. It is coordi-
nated through ABC Quilts, a na-
tional, non-profit organization. Ma-
terials are provided for free, but vol-
unteers are welcome to bring baby
products such as baby food, wipes,
disposable diapers and other items.
These will be given to St. Claire’s
Home in Elizabeth.

There are eight steps to making a
quilt. Volunteers assemble the quilt
– iron, cut, measure and knot – and a
team of sewers sew them on sewing

machines. The quilts will be distrib-
uted to infants with AIDS and other
serious illnesses at nine hospitals
and transitional homes.

These include the University of
Medicine and Dentistry, Newark
Beth Israel Medical Center, Colum-
bus Hospital Pediatric Services, FXB
Pediatric Center and The Family
Place, all in Newark; Trinitas Hospi-
tal and St. Claire’s Home, both in
Elizabeth; Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield and JFK
Medical Center in Edison.

Library Releases Calendar
Of Adult and Youth Events

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield, has sched-
uled several activities for adults and
children through next week.

For adults, “Travel, Travel, Travel”
will be held on Tuesday, February 13,
at 10 a.m. This demonstration and
hands-on class will cover the basics of
searching Internet resources for the
best prices for travel; booking tickets
online and making hotel reservations.
It is open to full-service Westfield
Memorial Library cardholders only
and registration is required.

The film Casa de Areia (House of
Sand), winner of the 2006 Alfred P.
Sloan Prize, will be shown on Wednes-
day, February 14, at 2 and 7 p.m.

“Puzzled by the Internet” will be
held on Thursday, February 15, at 10
a.m. This hands-on beginners’ class
will cover the basics such as using the
browser, typing Internet addresses and
selecting a search engine. It is open to
full-service Westfield Memorial Li-
brary cardholders only and registra-
tion is required.

TGIF: Beatrix Potter will be pre-
sented on Friday, February 16, at 1:30
p.m. and will explore the life of the
“Peter Rabbit” author and illustrator.

For children ages three and up,
“Voices of Africa,” featuring an all-
women a cappella and percussion
ensemble, will be performed this Sat-

urday, February 10, at 10:30 a.m. Reg-
istration is open to full-service
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders only.

“Art History Adventures,” for grades
3 to 6, is set for Thursday, February 15,
at 3:45 p.m. Children  are inspired to
create their own “masterpiece” while
learning about a great artist. Registra-
tion is open to full-service Westfield
Memorial Library cardholders only.

For more details, please call the
library at (908) 789-4090, visit
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

FCC Invites Public
To Evening Classes

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church is continuing its se-
ries of evening Bible study and spiri-
tuality workshops, which are free and
open to the public.

 On Mondays through February 19,
a program called “Women of the
Bible” explores the significant role
that women have played in the He-
brew and Christian scriptures.

Led by Joy Mounts, director of
Youth and Family Ministry, it exam-
ines the roles of Sarah, Esther, Hannah
and Rachel, as well as unnamed
women who figure prominently. The
class meets on consecutive weeks
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Lounge.

On Tuesdays through February 20,
a spirituality workshop entitled “Faith
and Career” addresses what it means
to be a Christian in one’s workplace
and what role faith plays in carrying
out one’s professional duties.

Led by the Reverend Mark Boyea,
senior minister, the course also ex-
plores issues such as ethics, leader-
ship and service with others who share
a concern about living faithfully in an
environment that can be “faith chal-
lenging.” The class meets weekly from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the church’s
Patton Auditorium.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, please call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website at fccofwestfield.org.

FIFTY YEARS IN FANWOOD…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, joins
nine LaGrande Avenue neighbors to celebrate the 50th anniversary of their move
to Fanwood. Pictured, clockwise from left, are: Marion Dosch, Bob and Inga
Sommerich, Anita Welkner, Mayor Mahr, Steve and Millie Ritter, Roxy and
Gerry Hauptly. Not pictured is Ed Hollien.

SEWN WITH LOVE…The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield
will hold its 14th annual AIDS Babies Quilt-A-Thon on Saturday, February 24,
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to benefit infants at nine hospitals and transitional
homes. Area residents of all ages are invited to participate free of charge. Pictured,
volunteers create quilts for at-risk babies.

Huge Storewide Savings
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

valleyfurnitureshop.com 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

PRESIDENTS’ WEEK SALE
SAVE 35-50% AND MORE

HENKEL HARRIS 
Winter Sale

45% Off
Limited Time Only

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

Local UNICO Plans
Membership Drive

WESTFIELD – Westfield UNICO
will hold a membership drive on
Wednesday, February 21, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood. Participants will learn how
to help the community and rediscover
their heritage. Complimentary pizza,
beer, wine and soda will be available.

UNICO, the largest Italian-Ameri-
can service organization in the United
States, contributes to local commu-
nity needs such as scholarships, can-
cer research and mental health causes.
For more information, please call
Tony Valles at (908) 654-8287.

Church Thrift Shop
Reveals Spring Sale
FANWOOD – The Fanwood

Presbyterian Church Thrift Shop’s
annual spring sale  will begin on
Wednesday, February 14, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be a
large new selection of clothing
for the whole family, plus kitchen
supplies, jewelry, small furniture
and other decorative items.

The church is located at LaGrande
and Martine Avenues, with the en-
trance on McDermott Place. Ample
parking is available. All the workers
are volunteers and proceeds benefit
local charities.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Mary L. Comeau, 79
Mary Louise Comeau, 79, of Scotch

Plains died on Friday, February 2, at
her residence.

Born in Elizabeth on August 9,
1927, she was the daughter of the late
Charles and Ceinwen (Howells)
Bergen. She had lived in Westfield
for 20 years and also in Mountainside
for many years before relocating to
Scotch Plains eight years ago.

Mrs. Comeau had been employed
as a training supervisor for the Union
County Board of Social Services in
Elizabeth for 27 years prior to retir-
ing in 1991.

Surviving are a son, Robert C.
Comeau of New Providence, and two
grandchildren.

A religious service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, February 7, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Cloverleaf Memorial Park
in Woodbridge.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Trinitas Hospital Oncology
Department and addressed to the
Trinitas Health Foundation, P.O. Box
259, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207.
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Josiah Britton, 95, Rutgers Graduate;
Retired Superintendent With PSE&GSadie Peters Ross, 82

Sadie Peters Ross, 82, a longtime
resident of Westfield, N.J., went home
to be with God on Saturday, Septem-
ber 30, 2006, at home after a long
illness.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band of 54 years, Charles P. Ross; a
son, Howard Peters of Browns Mills,
N.J.; a stepson, Lamont Ross of Dav-
enport, Fla., and other family mem-
bers and friends who cherish her
memory.
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Dorris Terry, 73, Special Ed. Teacher;
Was Active in the Local Community

Dorris M. Terry, 73, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, February 4, at Haven
Hospice at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in White Haven, Pa., she had
lived in Scotch Plains prior to moving
to Fanwood 44 years ago.

Mrs. Terry was a graduate of Rider
University, where she received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Educa-
tion. She had been employed with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, having worked as a spe-
cial education teacher at McGinn El-
ementary School, then Coles Elemen-
tary School, before retiring from
School One.

Active in the Fanwood community,
she portrayed Miss Fanny Wood in
2005; had the role of the Halloween
witch in LaGrande Park for over 10
years and played Fanwood’s Easter
Bunny for over 40 years.

Mrs. Terry also served as chair-
woman of the Mother’s March Can-
cer Drive in Fanwood and of a Red
Cross drive, and was a volunteer pro-
bation counselor for the Union County
Juvenile Department.

She was past president of the
LaGrande Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion and former secretary of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council. She
co-founded the G.A.L. (Girls Ath-

letic League) in Fanwood in 1966 and
served as a team manager and also
participated in the Fanwood Women’s
Softball and Volleyball leagues.

Mrs. Terry additionally served as a
volunteer with the Fanwood Board of
Health and was a member and secre-
tary of the Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Arthur Terry, in 1994 and by
her son, John Terry, in 1996.

Surviving are her son, Douglas G.
Terry of Hudson, Ohio; her daughter,
Suzanne T. Damberg of Downingtown,
Pa.; her father, George Kolcun; her
sister, Jacqueline Love; her brother,
George Kolcun; four grandchildren,
Shannon and Patrick Terry and Chelsea
and Lindsey Damberg, and her com-
panion, James Grover.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, February 8,
at the Scotch Plains Baptist Church in
Scotch Plains.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Those who wish to may make me-
morial contributions to the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church Building Fund,
333 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

February 8, 2007

Josiah “Joe” A. Britton, 95, of
Mountainside died on Thursday,
February 1, at his home.

Born in Flemington, he lived in
Mountainside since 1940.

Mr. Britton had been employed
as a superintendent with Public Ser-
vice Electric and Gas from 1940
until his retirement in 1973.

He was a member of the graduat-
ing class of 1933 at Rutgers Univer-
sity, receiving a degree in mechani-
cal engineering and also a gold seal.

His wife, Florence Britton, pre-
deceased him in 2006.

Surviving are a son, James
Britton; six daughters, Marion
Crawford, Maureen Warren, Alice

Seidel, Phyllis Weinstein, Patricia
Kopp and Eleanore Landry; 13
grandchildren and 25 great-grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, February 6, at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.
Interment followed at St. Mary
Cemetery in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice,
1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.
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Dr. Malcolm Beals, 85, Optel Founder;
Planning Board and Council Member

Andrew W. Murdoch, 85, War Veteran;
Was Machinist and Talented Craftsman

Adeline Muller, 96, Championship Golfer;
Westfield Resident For Over 50 Years

Dr. Malcolm Douglas Beals, 85, of
Basking Ridge entered into eternal
life on Tuesday, January 30, at
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown.

He was born and raised in Raquette
Lake, N.Y., located in the Adirondack
Park. Dr. Beals lived in New Jersey
for 57 years, first in Plainfield and
then in Fanwood for 35 years. In
retirement, he spent his summers in
the Adirondacks on First Lake in Old
Forge, N.Y. His last residence was in
Fellowship Village, a retirement com-
munity in Basking Ridge.

Dr. Beals earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Alfred University
in Alfred, N.Y. and a Master of Sci-
ence degree from Pennsylvania State
University in State College, Pa. After
World War II, he earned a Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Solid State
Chemistry, also from Pennsylvania
State University. Dr. Beals was a
member of the American Ceramic
Society and was elected a Fellow.

A veteran of World War II, he served
as a lieutenant j.g. on a Patrol Tor-
pedo (PT) boat in the Philippine Is-
lands.

Dr. Beals worked for the National
Lead Company in South Amboy, was
a founder of Optel Corporation in
Princeton and finished his profes-
sional career with Lazare Kaplan In-
ternational, a diamond firm in New
York City.

In the Borough of Fanwood, Dr.
Beals served in municipal govern-
ment as a member of the planning
board and a member of the borough
council. He had many interests in-
volving the outdoors, including gar-
dening, the Boy Scouts, canoeing,
camping, fishing and skiing. Addi-

tionally, he was an avid reader and
over the years, particularly in retire-
ment, he became a gourmet cook.

He is survived by his loving wife of
62 years, Elizabeth “Betty” Beals;
three children, Janet and her hus-
band, David Nelson, of Vail, Colo.,
Lawrence and his wife, Karen, of
Winchester, Mass. and Nancy Beals
of Seattle, Wash., and two grandchil-
dren, Morgan Elizabeth and Andrew
Douglas Beals.

A memorial service to celebrate
the life of Dr. Malcolm Douglas Beals
will be held at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield on Satur-
day, February 17, at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the First
United Methodist Church, One East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090
or to the Dana Farber Jimmy Fund
Clinic, 44 Binney Street, Boston,
Mass. 02115.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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 Andrew W. “Pop” Murdoch, 85,
of Scotch Plains died on Friday, Feb-
ruary 2, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Belfast, Ireland, he grew
up in Elizabeth and resided in Scotch
Plains since 1953.

 Mr. Murdoch served his country
during World War II with the United
States Navy from May 1944 until
receiving an honorable discharge from
Camp Wallace, Tex. in 1946.

He was employed as a manager and
machinist with Aircompco in Edison
for over 30 years, retiring in February
1983.

Mr. Murdoch was a very talented
craftsman and woodworker who took
great pride and joy in his work.

Andy is survived by his wife of 62
years, Alice Murdy Murdoch; his sis-

ter, Elizabeth Petz, and her husband,
George, of Myrtle Beach, S.C.; two
daughters, Kristi Hawkins and her
husband, “Chip” Harold, of Savan-
nah, Ga. and Janice Murdoch and Denis
Bilodeau of Hillsborough; two mar-
ried grandsons, Timothy Hawkins and
Jacy of Texas and Michael Hawkins
and Kelly of New Providence, and his
great-granddaughter, Madison.

The family will receive visitors on
Saturday, February 17, between 1 and
4 p.m. at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial con-
tribution may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association Greater New
Jersey Chapter, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834
(www.alznj.org).
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 Adeline A. Muller, 96, of Westfield
died on Sunday, February 4, at her
residence.

Born in Cambridge, Mass. on De-
cember 28, 1910, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Oskar and Ella Peterson.
She lived in Westfield for the last 57
years.

Mrs. Muller was a member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield,
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
and Baltusrol Golf Club in Spring-
field, where she was a championship
golfer. She additionally was a mem-
ber of the Stuart Golf and Country
Club in Key West, Fla.

Her husband, Arthur C. Muller, Jr.,
predeceased her in 1995.

Surviving are a daughter, Joyce E.
Stahl; five grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, February 10,
with the Reverend Andrew Hamersley
officiating at the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Private interment will take place to-
morrow, Friday, February 9, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

At the family’s request, there will
be no visitation.

In lieu of flowers, a tax-deductible
donation may be made to The
Founders Society, 727 Eaton Street,
Key West, Fla. 33040.
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Robert Sharer, 81, Was Stockbroker,
General Partner at New York Firm

Robert W. Sharer, 81, of Westfield
died on Thursday, February 1, at his
home surrounded by his family.

Born in Painesville, Ohio, he lived
in the New York metropolitan area for
over 60 years.

As a young man, Mr. Sharer was a
page at the New York Stock Exchange.
He was a stockbroker with Hemphill,
Noyes, Hornblower & Weeks in New
York City from 1950 to 1978, helping
it to expand its offices from 16 to 33.
Mr. Sharer was made general partner
there in 1961.

He subsequently became a gentle-
man farmer, owning Paradisevalley
Farm in Cherry Valley, N.Y., and also
assisted his wife with her antique
business in Westfield.

Mr. Sharer was a lieutenant in the
United States Army Air Corps in World
War II, serving as a navigator and
bombardier. He earned his law degree

from Washington and Lee University
in Virginia, where he was a member of
the Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity. He
then received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Finance from Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, Ohio.

Mr. Sharer also was an avid United
States stamp collector.

Mr. Sharer was the beloved hus-
band for 58 years of Vena Weber
Sharer, and the devoted father of four.
He will be deeply missed by his nine
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children. Also surviving is one sister.

A private family service will be
held in the future.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in his name may be made
to Atlantic Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, N.J. 07041.
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AFFIRMATIVE…Superintendent of Schools William Foley greets John Stasi,
right, the director of Human Resources and Affirmative Action Officer for the
Westfield Public Schools.

John Stasi Assumes Role
Of Affirmative Action Officer

WESTFIELD – John Stasi, recently
appointed as director of Human Re-
sources for the Westfield Public
Schools, was approved by the board
of education on January 30 to also
assume the responsibility of Affirma-
tive Action Officer and 504 Compli-
ance Officer for the 2006-2007 school
year.

Mr. Stasi holds certifications as a
school administrator, school business
administrator, principal and supervi-
sor. He has earned a Doctoral degree
in Education, a master’s degree in
administration and supervision and a
bachelor’s degree in education.

His educational career in New Jer-
sey includes teaching at the elemen-

tary and secondary levels in Hillside,
coordinating adult basic education in
Elizabeth and serving as vice princi-
pal of Watchung Hills Regional High
School, principal of the early-child-
hood program of Arc of Somerset
County and as an adjunct professor at
Berkeley College, Middlesex County
College, Kean University and DeVry
Institute.

He also served as educational spe-
cialist for the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education in the Office of the
Union County Superintendent.

Mr. Stasi, a resident of Westfield, is
a member of the New Jersey Council
of Education and the New Jersey Prin-
cipals and Supervisors Association.

MS’s Trailside Offers
‘February Festivities’

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center will offer “Feb-
ruary Festivities” – special adult, fam-
ily and children’s programs during the
Presidents’ Day weekend vacation,
between February 16 and 20.

Kicking off the annual festivities is
a free history lecture entitled “Martha
Washington” on Friday, February 16,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. for adults ages 18
and older. The lecture is sponsored in
part with funding from the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities. Space is
limited, so pre-registration is required.

Pat Jordan, a member of the Ameri-
can Historical Theater for more than
10 years, will recreate the life of

Martha Washington while dressed in
an authentic costume from the time
period. Widowed at an early age,
Martha took her two surviving chil-
dren to Mount Vernon when she mar-
ried George Washington.

The “February Festivities” continue
on Saturday, February 17, with a va-
riety of entertaining and interactive
programs for families at Trailside,
designed to heighten awareness of
the natural world during the winter
months.

Space is limited and classes fill
quickly, so pre-registration is required
for all programs and workshops. The
fee for each program is $4 per person
for Union County residents and $5
for out-of-county participants unless
otherwise noted.

Highlighting the “February Fes-
tivities” programs are two evening
classes. The fee for each evening pro-
gram is $5 per person for Union
County residents and $6 for out-of-
county participants.

For a complete listing of “February
Festivities” programs and children’s
workshops or for information on up-
coming events and summer camps,
call Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside and
is a service of Union County.

Beechwood School
Announces Registration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Beechwood
School in Mountainside has an-
nounced its registration for 2007-2008
kindergarten classes.

Mountainside school district of-
fers a full-day kindergarten program
to residents of the borough. Children
being registered must be five years
old by Monday, October 1.

Parents are asked to call Lynne
Ciasulli at (908) 301-9107, extension
no. 100, to request a registration
packet. Completed packets, along
with original birth certificates and
proof of residency (tax bill, deed or
lease), should be brought to the main
office tomorrow, Friday, February 9,
between 9 and 10:30 a.m. and 12:30
and 2:30 p.m.

Once completed papers are re-
turned, an appointment will be sched-
uled for the kindergarten screening,
which will take place in May. Kinder-
garten teachers, a speech therapist
and an occupational therapist con-
duct the screenings.

Barbara Komoroski, the
Mountainside school district’s guid-
ance counselor, will assist with the
screenings.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Pop Artists

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting three
pop artists, Scott Moore, Jim Boggia
and Mike Viola, on a triple bill.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at One East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue), on
Saturday, February 17. Doors will
open at 7:30 p.m. and the concert
begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $15.

All net proceeds from the concert
will be donated to HomeFirst (for-
merly known as the Interfaith Coun-
cil for the Homeless).

Mr. Moore is the founder and host
of the Writer’s Hang performance
series, which takes place in Hoboken
on the first Thursday night of each
month. Mr. Moore will be the host of
this evening’s show – “Writer’s Hang
Style” –  joined by his two friends Mr.
Boggia and Mr. Viola.

The three songwriters will each
take turns playing their own songs
peppered with cover tunes as well.
Each will add guitar, piano or back-
ing vocals to flesh out the sounds of
the one who is performing.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a 10-show series run-
ning from September through June
at the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield. For more information
about the series, the upcoming per-
formance or ways in which to get
involved with the series, visit
coffeewithconscience.org.

The public can call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send an
e-mail to concerts4causes@aol.com.
Volunteers are always needed.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. R.G.

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. R.G.
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Westfield Area Y  

Summer Camp 

2007 

NEW  

Combo Care 

Option and 

Extended Camp 

Hours!  

 

REGISTER 

NOW!    

Camp Open House 

& Pre-Teen and 

Teen Open House 

Featuring the  

“Super Nova DDR”    

February 10th 

2 pm - 4 pm 

At the Bauer 

Branch 

One week or the entire 
summer for children 
ages 3 through 15.   

 
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty 
camp, we have one that’s right for you! 
 

• Age appropriate Camp Trips  

• Promotes teamwork &                
self-esteem 

• Educational & Recreational  

• CPR/First Aid Certified Camp 
Staff 

• Half Day & Full Day Camp Options  

• EMT on staff  

• Incorporates core values of        
Caring, Honesty, Respect and              
Responsibility into daily                
programming. 

Westfield Area Y  

220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia 

Bauer Family Branch 

422 East Broad St. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

  

The Chelsea at Fanwood proudly presents

An Evening of Jazz
Featuring “The Moonglowers”

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – 
Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Thursday, February 15th, 2007
TIME: 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP 
908-654-5200

Join us for this FREE and fun-filled evening of music and food.
Relax and enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres while listening to the 
fabulous sounds of The Moonglowers.  

Math Tutoring  
in Your Home 

 

Pingry Senior with 3 yrs. 
college math and lots of 

experience tutoring 
 

Will teach: 
Pre-Algebra, Algebra 

Geometry, Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus, Calculus 
 

$30./hr 
References available 

Call Isaac Davis: 
908-216-5974 

Holocaust Survivor Luna
Kaufman Details Experience
AREA – When speaking about her

experience as a Holocaust survivor,
Luna Kaufman told middle school stu-
dents at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison that they should never sit
quietly by when witnessing atrocities.

Instead, they must take action against
them. “You must stretch out a hand to
others of different heritage and cus-
toms,” she said. “Everyone has some-
thing unique to contribute to life.”

Mrs. Kaufman’s visit on the after-
noon of Tuesday, January 30, brought
tears to the eyes of faculty and staff
members, as well as tons of astute
questions posed by approximately 35
students filled the lecture hall.

A native of Kraków, Poland, where
her family dates back at least to the
1700s, Mrs. Kaufman survived three
concentration camps with her mother.
However, her father and sister did not
survive the Holocaust. She was 12
when the war broke out, having al-
ready experienced prejudice as one of
only three other Jews attending school.

Mrs. Kaufman, who is now 80 years
old (her maiden name was Luna Fuss),
told the pupils that she had to abandon
Kraków with meager possessions to now
live in “the ghetto,” which was crowded.

She and her family were forced to
live in a two-room apartment with an
Orthodox family in what she de-
scribed as “very primitive conditions.”
She lost contact with family mem-
bers during what she called “a very
trying period.”

In response to questions posed by
eighth graders Peter Minnium of
Scotch Plains and Ian English of
Cranford, Mrs. Kaufman informed
the students that a very small supply

of food was brought to them in a
ghetto that was fenced off.

That gate still stands to this day. She
added that a Christian woman, who
would toss bundles of money to them
as she was passing through, was beaten
for her generosity. Yet, she still per-
sisted to give them as much money as
she could to help them survive.

She recalled how a Nazi comman-
dant, particularly known for his cru-
elty, held a gun to her head while she
was working in the factory. He spared
her life because no one protested.
Normally, she noted, if someone pro-
tested another’s execution, they were
immediately killed.

She recalled being 14 the first time
she entered a concentration camp,
where she witnessed everyone lined
up, entering a big room filled with
showerheads. She didn’t know if they
were going to be gassed or showered
with water instead. She was given a
prison dress that was stamped with a
number. She showed that dress to a
rapt audience of students and faculty.

Today, Mrs. Kaufman, a local resi-
dent, enjoys a large family that ranges
from Roman Catholics to Hasidic
Jews and every faith in between. She
has even kept in touch with a close
companion of a concentration camp,
who also resides in the area.

Despite the hardships and atroci-
ties she has witnessed and survived,
Mrs. Kaufman has not testified against
her persecutors. And, regarding the
diversity of her family and friends
who cherish varied faiths and
lifestyles, she said, “We are what we
are. We don’t judge each other and
that’s all there is to it.”

WHAT SHE WORE...Holocaust survivor Luna Kaufman shows W-H middle
school pupils the prison dress stamped with a number that she was forced to wear
in the concentration camps.
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Many Attractions Draw
Non-Football Fans to Game

By ELENA TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone watches the Super Bowl.
Well, at least, almost everyone
watches the Super Bowl. Either you’re
a football fan, live in a house with a
football fan or want to watch the
commercials.

Each year, something interesting
happens, whether it is that a team that
has not been to the Super Bowl for a
long time, or that there is an espe-
cially memorable halftime show.

Even though the Super Bowl can
be exciting, why is it that those who
don’t enjoy football come back to the
Super Bowl every year? Why do we
all gather around the television time
and time again for hours?

Each year, many people have par-
ties, where those who may know any-
thing about football can still enjoy
the event. Large corporations pay
millions of dollars to broadcast their
very best advertisements. The most
popular musicians are selected to
perform at the halftime show. We
watch it because the Super Bowl is
deeply engrained in our culture.

Everyone throws Super Bowl par-
ties. It gives adults a time where they
are not expected to be formal; it is
perfectly acceptable to only prepare
snack foods and to lounge on couches
all night.

Teenagers and children can also
have a good excuse to stuff them-
selves full of good food and to get
together with their friends. At least if
you are not inviting people to a Super
Bowl party, you are the one attending
the party.

Another highlight of the Super
Bowl is the commercials. After the
Super Bowl, many television stations
and websites showcase clips not from
the football game, but from the adver-
tisements. There are countdowns on
shows trying to determine which com-
mercial was the best.

Even if you paid no attention to the
football game, you at least saw some
of the funny commercials that were

expertly tweaked to perfection.
In addition, the halftime show of the

Super Bowl is almost always memo-
rable. Usually, the most popular per-
formers are part of the show, and then
the adults can get a taste for the music
of the younger generation. If not, then
the adults can show the children the
music of the adults’ time. If you have
no interest in the halftime show, you
will at least use this time as a break.

Because the Super Bowl involves
so much of our culture, we watch it
every year. Many have parties to
celebrate the event. Even those who
do not like football watch the Super
Bowl because of the well-known
commercials. Others watch the half-
time show, which always features
performers that are bound to enter-
tain. No matter what, everyone is
bound to watch the Super Bowl in
some form.

Elena, from Westfield, attends the
Union County Magnet High School.

By MATTHEW BLOCK
Assistant Principal, Edison Intermediate School

It often seems that those who don’t
work with adolescents find it hard to
understand why anyone would.

After all, if given the opportunity, how
many of us would want to re-live our
early teenage years in middle or junior
high school? For most people, thoughts
of adolescence are riddled with visions of
physical awkwardness and social tumult.

While these elements are still factors for
young teenagers, the adults who work with
this age group will tell you that adoles-
cence is also a time filled with a great deal
of excitement, possibility and promise.

It is a time when young people begin to
define themselves, search for their place in
the world and start out on a path toward their
futures. While it takes a wealth of energy and
patience to guide these young people in the
right direction, middle school educators rec-
ognize that the early steps of a student’s
journey potentially have the greatest effect
on where the journey will lead them.

This mantra is what motivates and en-
ergizes the staff at both of Westfield’s
middle schools: to provide students with
educational experiences that foster strong
character, promote community involve-
ment and advocate active citizenship.

Learning the importance of commu-
nity involvement, strong character and
active citizenship starts early in middle
school. Each holiday season, all of Edison
School’s sixth graders adopt a family in
need of financial assistance.

Each homeroom class spends time learn-
ing about their “adopted” family. Students
then work cooperatively to design a col-
lection box. With the encouragement of
other students, these boxes are filled with
canned food, new clothes, blankets, gloves
and other winter necessities.

Just before winter break, our sixth grade
teachers load up their cars and take the items
directly to the people who will use them.
Our students feel proud of what they ac-
complish, and learn through experience that
giving can be even better than receiving.

Moreover, they learn that they have the
power to make an impact on others’ lives
by taking action to reach out and help
people they may not even know.

Throughout their three years in middle
school, students learn about citizenship
both in and out of the classroom. Each
year all of Westfield’s eighth graders
participate in Project Citizen, a national
civic-education program for which stu-
dents are required to identify real prob-
lems in their community.

They research one problem they think is
especially significant, identify and explore
possible solutions, choose a viable solution
based on research and devise an implemen-
tation plan to get their solution enacted.

Students had the opportunity last year
to share their ideas with other middle
school students from around the state at
the New Jersey Project Citizen Show-
case. As part of this project, middle school
students deal with issues of public policy
in serious ways, and their solutions to
problems are creative and logical.

In the process, they learn that, to solve
community problems they must be ac-
tive, involved and informed citizens.

A similar concept was added to our
extra-curricular program this year with a

Middle School Students Learn from
Character Building and Citizenship

club called E-Cyber Mission. The pur-
pose of this all-volunteer club is to pro-
pose a solution to a real problem in the
community and use math or technology
to solve it.

The sixth graders in the club wanted to
help the community by offering com-
puter lessons to senior citizens. After
advertising with AARP and inviting se-
niors into the school, they already pro-
vided computer instruction to five senior
citizens, who have overwhelmingly
praised their student-instructors.

Students, who assign the adults home-
work to practice the skills they learned,
tutor the seniors. This has shown our
students that you can make a positive
difference in the community one person
at a time by sharing skills and talents.

It is no accident that both Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools have
thriving student governments. Each year,
under the guidance of dedicated faculty
advisors, the elected leaders of these or-
ganizations plan and implement success-
ful events that cultivate students’ connec-
tion to the school community.

The most impressive part of what these
students do is donate their hard-earned
money to worthy charities. Last year alone,
Westfield’s middle school students do-
nated more than $30,000 to charity through
their student government organizations.

Students began the 2005-2006 school
year running a backpack drive to send
school supplies directly to students in Loui-
siana and Mississippi who were affected
by Hurricane Katrina. Additionally, our
student government quickly raised $4000,
and made a donation to the American Red
Cross Katrina relief efforts.

This year, every one of our students has
met the founder of The Little Rock Foun-
dation, a New Jersey-based charity that
provides resources and programs for vi-
sually impaired children.

The Little Rock Foundation will re-
ceive this year’s donations. As our stu-
dents participate in their annual Spirit
Week activities, they will be focused on
the positive impact their participation will
have on the greater community.

These are just a few examples of how our
middle school educators work to provide
experiences, both within and beyond the
curriculum, that point our students in a posi-
tive direction toward adulthood. Martin
Luther King said, “The function of education
is to teach one to think intensively and to
think critically... Intelligence plus character
– that is the goal of true education.”

Middle school is a challenging, but ex-
citing time for our students. Educators at
Westfield’s middle schools not only work
hard to provide students with an outstand-
ing academic program, but understand the
need and the value of working both in and
out of the classroom to give our students
opportunities to practice good citizenship
and participate in their community.

While it is impossible to know whether
our students, 20 years from now, will say
that they would opt to re-live their middle
school years, I strongly believe that the
meaningful formative experiences pro-
vided by Westfield’s middle schools will
serve as a solid foundation on which to
build caring adults who will contribute, in
positive and significant ways, to our lo-
cal, national, and global communities.

FW Resident Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

FANWOOD – Sarah Konzelman
of Fanwood made the University of
Scranton Dean’s List for academic
excellence during the 2006 fall se-
mester.

A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better, with a mini-
mum number of credit hours, to make
the Dean’s List.

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

For more information
on how we care for our

residents with Alzheimer’s
disease or other memory
impairments, please call
our community today.

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with
what’s been forgotten

Each senior has a history that makes them a unique
individual. At Sunrise our approach to Alzheimer’s
care begins with understanding the stories and details
of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can help
them attain what we call “pleasant days” by finding
activities they can enjoy and be successful at. We

do this in specially designed surroundings that are
both safe and nurturing, where who they are is
never forgotten.

Visit or call for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment. In
Westfield, we feature our Reminiscence Program
for Alzheimer’s residents.

OPEN HOUSE!OPEN HOUSE!
Scotch Plains
1171 Terrill Road

(908) 322-4586

Tuesday, February 13th
7:30am - 4:00pm

Full & Half Day Schedules

Ages 2 1/2 yrs. - Kindergarten

Individual Acedemic &

Creative Learning Experiences

Music & Physical Education Included

Day Care  •  Pre-School

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about
the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and
Wellness Center. Take advantage of our Grand Opening discounts as we discuss
with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional
instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends 2/20/07.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.  First time visitors. Must be 21 years

or older.  Some restrictions apply.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational 
   Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-5

DOLIBER WINS 880, ROWBOTHAM WINS 60H, ALLEMAN WINS SHOT PUT

Vikings Grab First, Raiders Grab Second
In Union County Boys Track & Field Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three years ago, the Union Catholic
High School track program was noth-
ing more than another team entry in
the Union County Tournament (UCT).
Under the guidance of Head Coach

Mike McCabe, things have changed
dramatically when his Viking boys,
with a strong effort across the board,
finished with a team total of 57 to
outdo Scotch Plains-Fanwood (52 to-
tal) for their first UCT Boys Indoor
Track and Field title at Dunn Center in
Elizabeth on January 31. Westfield
finished fifth with a total of 21.

“Our guys ran smart and tough
throughout the meet. They really
wanted to win the meet after we passed
up on the county relay’s to run the
Group 1 State Relay meet. Coming
up three points short of the state title
left a bad taste in our mouths and this
was a great opportunity for us to
rebound. I couldn’t be more proud of
every kid. When I started three years
ago we had 10 boys on the team,” said
coach McCabe.

Although the Raiders grabbed first
in three of the nine events, the Vikings
placed second in six of the events and
speedster Garrett Ellis, a junior, played
a running roll in three of them. Ellis
finished second in the 60-yard dash
with a time of 6.7 behind Plainfield’s
Reggie Dixon who tied the meet record
with a time of 6.3. Viking teammate
Mike Suarez added team points by
crossing fifth at 6.8.

Ellis also crossed second in the
440-yard run in 54.7 behind Paul
Jones-Burden of Rahway who fin-
ished with a time of 54.1. Viking
senior James Pierce finished fifth in
the event at 56 seconds. Ellis also ran
the leadoff leg in the one-mile relay
event, in which the Vikings – Ellis,
sophomore Shariff Stubbs, Pierce and
senior Julian Phillips – finished sec-

ond with a time of 3:47.3 behind
Rahway that recorded a time of 3:46.2.
Raiders Kyle Grizzard, Mike Katz,
Ken Azard and Kyle Rowbotham fin-
ished fourth in the mile relay with a
time of 3:54.8.

The Vikings’ most productive ef-
fort came in the 880-yard run when
Ryan Kilkenny crossed second with a
time of 2:10.7, Mike Sprague was
fourth at 2:12 and Russell Kenney
finished sixth at 2:16. Blue Devil
Alex Tarlow gave it a good kick to

finish third in the event with a time of
2:11.6.

“I am happy with my time. I think
my coach is happy,” guessed Tarlow.

Sprague finished second in the one
mile with a time of 4:46.9 followed
by Raider Mike Ragan at 4:47.9. Blue
Devil Evan Friedman, who finished
fifth at 4:58.5, got edged at the line by
Cranford’s Ed Baker (4:58.2).

Raider junior Pat Doliber pulled
off a big victory in the two-mile run,

Blue Devil Boys Capture 50th
Union County Swim Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s doubtful any parents of the cur-
rent Westfield High School boys swim
team members were alive when the
school started its unsurpassed domi-
nance of Union County. In fact, it was
around the time Elvis Presley and
rock ‘n’ roll were becoming house-
hold names that the WHS swimming
dynasty began.

The Union County Championships
were first held in 1938 and ’39, at
Rutgers University’s bandbox pool at
that time, and Westfield won both of
them led by Dave Manning and Paul
Fitzgerald. After two years without a
meet, there were individual champi-
onships held in 1942 and 1943 before
the meet was postponed because of
the war. When the county meet was
restarted in 1954, Plainfield won its
only title. After WHS won again in
1955 and host Pingry (then located in
Hillside) won in 1956, the stage was
set.

Starting on February 22, 1957 when
Bob Reddell and Terry Bentley won
the first two events, Westfield was on
its way. Over the next 51 years, in-
cluding last Friday night, WHS has
captured a surreal 50 county champi-
onships, losing only in 1999 when a
powerful Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team rode two amazing relay anchor
swims by Dave Russ and a disquali-
fication call on Westfield’s captain
for an illegal cap for a narrow victory.

Enter first-year coach Jeff Knight

… joining the legacy of coaches that
started in 1957 with Joe Kursar, and
continued through Walt Clarkson,
“Uncle Joe” Della Badia, Chuck
Gantner, Perry Coultas, Chris
McGiffin, George Kapner and on to
the present day.

“We did what we came to do, swim
fast and get the trophy,” said Knight,
after WHS piled up 342 points
(runnerup SP-F had 227) and won
eight of 11 races.

Senior P.J. Harley, junior Matt
Green, sophomore Chris DeLaFuente
and freshman Matt Meserole were
the big performers, but WHS got
strong swims across the board, in-
cluding seniors Phil Anton (fifth 200
IM, second 100 breast), Luke Baran
(fifth 50 free), Colin Sullivan and
Rob Whitehead, junior Matt Blutfield
(fourth 100 breast), sophomores Matt
Morgan, Max Blum (fourth 500 free)
and Evan Paulan, and freshmen Mike
Oster (fifth 200 free, 100 free) and
Andrew Cordiero (fifth 500 free).

Harley won the 200 freestyle in
1:48.01 and the 500 free in 4:46.29,
both lifetime unshaved bests. He also
swam on the winning 200 and 400
freestyle relays, which both did sea-
son best times.

Green was a surprise winner over a
strong field in the 50 free that in-
cluded SP-F Mike Miller, Cranford’s
Sean French, Baran and Summit’s
Jason Toffey and Jason Pepe. Miller
clocked 22.58, a personal best, and
later was touched out by Union

Catholic’s Brian O’Donnell in the
100 free, despite a personal best 50.45.

DeLaFuente was touched out by
Oratory’s Brendan Floyd in the 200
individual medley, but his time of
2:02.58 was a lifetime best. “Dee-
Lah” came back to repeat as the 100
butterfly champion, winning in a fast
54.45 over two tough opponents,
Oratory’s Alex Morrison and SP-F’s
Miller.

Meserole finished sixth in the 100
fly, but came back to win the 100
backstroke in a personal best 56.45,
edging Morrison and 2006 champ
Baran.

Westfield winning relays were:
Meserole, Anton, Blutfield and Baran
on the medley; Harley, Oster,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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MILLER NETS 20, 9 REBOUNDS; VENEZIA BUCKETS 7

Lady Blue Devils Jump Ahead
Of Lady Viking Cagers, 33-25

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Patience paid off midway through
the fourth quarter as the Westfield
High School girls basketball team
finally broke free from a nip-and-
tuck game then controlled the tempo
the remainder of the quarter to defeat
Union Catholic, 33-25, in Westfield
on February 1. Bringing home a vic-
tory was especially crucial to the Vi-

kings since they were on the bubble
of qualifying for their 31st straight
sectional berth under Head Coach
Kathy Matthews, whose career to date
record stands at 587-190.

“They are an excellent team and
she is a great coach,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino. “Their de-
fense is very good. We knew it was a
matter of time that when we got some
people open we could score some

points. We had to focus on our de-
fense. It was a scrappy game. They
had a lot on the line today. They put a
little extra effort into that game today,
which we knew they were going to
do. It was a challenge and we man-
aged to pull it out.”

With the 13-5 Blue Devils clinging
to a slim, 22-21, lead in an extremely
defense-minded struggle, junior guard
Erin Miller drew a foul, hit her first
free throw and missed her second but
she grabbed the rebound, only to miss
the lay-up. Freshman teammate Diana
Venezia, who finished with seven
points, rushed in, pulled down the
rebound and responded with a suc-
cessful lay-up to give the Blue Devils
a workable four-points of elbow room.
From that point, with less than three
minutes remaining, the 8-10 Vikings
were forced to change their tactics.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIGHT ON A VIKING’S TAIL…Raider Pat Doliber, center, tails Viking Brian Guterl then makes his move with five laps
to go to win the two-mile run.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE BALL IN GOOD HANDS…When the score is close, the basket-
ball usually gets into the hands of Blue Devil Erin Miller, No. 11.

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister, Top Producer & Top Production
   Month of January
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!

Raider Matman Sal Gano Seeks
100th Victory vs. Warren Hills
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since our last mention of the WHS-
SP-F all-sports rivalry back in mid-
November, we’ve checked around the
state with some former colleagues in
the sports journalism field, to see what
the big rivalries are in their respective
areas.

There are many rivalries in New
Jersey for one or two, maybe several,
sports. Phillipsburg vs. Easton (Pa.) is
as big as it gets in football and wres-
tling, but not so big in other sports.
The same thing goes for the Fifty Year
War, also known as the Route 31 Ri-
valry, between Hunterdon Central and
North Hunterdon, where the rivalry
extends to very much include girls
sports.

West Windsor-Plainsboro vs.
Princeton or Steinert? Cherry Hill East
vs. Cherry Hill West? Haddonfield vs.
Moorestown? Vineland vs. Millville?
Toms River South vs. Lakewood?
Long Branch vs. Asbury Park or Red
Bank? Linden vs. Elizabeth?
Montclair vs. Bloomfield?
Bridgewater-Raritan vs. Hillsborough
or Montgomery? Howell vs. Jack-
son? Shawnee vs. Cherokee or Lenape
or Seneca? Randolph vs. Roxbury?

Those are all good rivalries. Some
used to be bigger than they are now.
Some are still big. And others will
probably grow into major matchups
in the near future.

But WHS vs. SP-F seems to outdo

WHS, SP-F Rivalry
Goes To Court(s) Today

them all. Even in an 80-year-old ri-
valry where one of the schools (WHS)
has won more than 70 percent of the
time, it’s as good (bitter?) a rivalry as
high school sports can have. It was
huge when I was reading the original
Devil’s Den in the Hi’s Eye back in the
early 1960s, and it’s quite possibly
even bigger now, if that’s possible.

Want proof? Check the endings of
the last two football games, where a
last-minute win by the home school
(SP-F in 2005, WHS last fall) pro-
duced an overflow crowd racing onto
the field to celebrate. How about the
soccer games last fall, classic bitterly
contested battles, overtime, huge
crowds wherever the games were
played. Check the crowd at the swim
meets back in mid-December, when
the Westfield Y’s balcony was filled at
6:15 p.m. for a 7:15 start, and four
rooms had to be set up for closed
circuit TV for the overflow. How about
the crowds at the two basketball games
in December? And how about those
games? The Raiders won the boys
game in double overtime, the Blue
Devils girls won by a surprisingly big
margin over a really good SP-F squad.

A big win over Westfield is a cause
for celebration in the neighboring
township and borough to the west.
The Glenview Manor overflowed in
1969, when the Raiders posted a 115-
85 basketball win over WHS. In 2001,
SP-F posted its first boys tennis vic-
tory over WHS in a rivalry that started
in 1938. And if that wasn’t an historic
day, you should’ve been there two
years earlier when the SP-F swim
team ended WHS’s 42-year reign as
county kings. That precipitated one of
the township’s parties to end all par-
ties on Fenimore Road, maybe the
biggest since the legendary 1978 foot-
ball game, when winless SP-F stunned
a really good Westfield team 11-7 for
its first win ever in the series, after 17
straight losses.

In the semifinals of the 1959 county
tournament, WHS and SP-F squared
off at the Elizabeth Armory before a
“record” crowd of 3,580 according to
the Elizabeth Daily Journal. WHS won
43-31, led by 6-foot-5 Ray Bailey and
6-6 Bob Haines.

What about the 1965 basketball sea-
son, when WHS went 16-7, with three
losses to SP-F (58-57 in triple over-
time, 85-70, 59-37) and two to
Cranford (66-50, 60-50). However,
coach Bob Sanislow’s Devils got it
together in the UCT, beating SP-F,
79-69, in the semifinals, and Cranford,
61-52, in the final, with Dick Stotler
hitting four free throws in the final 30
seconds to clinch it.

And who could ever forget the Dec.
15, 1972 game at SPF, before a packed
house of 1,400-plus. The coaching

matchup was Neil Horne, who guided
WHS to a state Group 4 title the pre-
vious March in his first year, against
Joe Coleman, who coached the high-
scoring WHS squad in 1970-71.
Timmy Goski fouled out with 3:02
left after scoring just eight points, but
the game was still tied in the closing
seconds when the Raiders’ Ray
Schnitzer lost control of the ball, which
bounced off his leg to Buddy
Robinson, who flipped the ball to Scott
Novacek, near the defensive foul line.
More known as a bullish rebounder
and defender (and the guy who scored
the winning basket in the state final
win with 0:04 left in overtime), the 6-
5 Novacek threw the ball at the other
basket, and swished a 55-footer to
win the game 52-50!

The rivalry resumes this afternoon
at 4 on the basketball courts of
Westfield (boys) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (girls).

FROM OUR READERS
Faithful reader “biobrew” wrote and

wondered what the school record was
for most points in a basketball game,
individual and team.

The boys’ individual record is 43,
set by big Bob King back in 1963
against Rahway. He also put up 42
that year against Roselle and was
named to the Parade Magazine sec-
ond team All-America, behind some
guy from New York City named Lew
Alcindor (you might know him better
as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar).

The team record for points scored
in a game is 98, set by the 1972 Group
4 state championship team in a win
over Rahway. The record for points in
back-to-back games came in 1971,
when the team put up 93 vs. A.L.
Johnson and 92 vs. Rahway. The
school’s other 90-point games were:
92 (1959 vs. North Plainfield, 1963
season-opener vs. Plainfield and 1977
vs. St. Mary of Elizabeth in UCT) and
91 (1970 vs. Rahway). The first team
to score over 80 was in 1948, when
Sam Mitchell, Dave Townley, Terry
Brady, Ted Frankenbach, Jim
Thomson, Frank Salvato and Co. put
up 83 against Somervillle.

(In the interest of fair, unbiased
reporting, the boys’ school record for
points allowed in a game came back in
December 1969, when WHS gave up
118 against SP-F (WHS scored 85
points in that wild game.) I had to go
to the archives to double check that
one and, sure enough, Frank Zelesnik
poured in 38 points and Guy Budinzak
added 24 for the Raiders, who had 99
points after three periods.

Another faithful reader, “ethorne”
up in Pembroke, Mass., wanted to
know who the best basketball players
were who never played varsity at
WHS. He was talking specifically

about Jerry Kroll, a tremendous ath-
lete (also a standout pitcher) who
moved to Texas before high school
and later starred for Lefty Dreisell’s
power teams at Davidson, along with
Cranford’s Wayne Huckel. Well, you
could have had a pretty successful
team with the following players from
the Den’s “era”: point guards Tom
Quimby and Rick Thorne, shooting
guards C.J. Johnson and Ken Goski,
centers Roger Twitchell and Willie
Crampton, forwards Fred Byrne, B.J.
Johnson, John Havas and Jeff Bauer.
And that doesn’t include great players
like Ed Paquette, Don Stanton, Bobby
Flynn and Mark Jackson, who did
play for WHS, but not in their senior
years.

STREET BEAT
Once again the question of athletic

talent on a specific street in town has
been brought up by faithful reader
“baseball1228,” who suggests there
may be streets in town with more
talent in numbers, but can any of them
brag about being the home of the No.
3 hitter in the WHS baseball lineup
the past six years? That would be
Edgar Road’s own Mike Sofka (2001-
02) and Mike Murray (2003-06). Af-
ter hitting just .184 as a sophomore
(while Brian Flynn hit in the No. 3
slot), Sofka hit .417 as a junior and
.373 as a senior, followed by across-
the-street neighbor Murray, who
banged the ball at a .386, .400, .519
and .560 clip for his four years at No.
3. WHS also won the county champi-
onship in each of their senior years,
2002 and 2006, and each went 1-for-
4 in the title game.

UCT UPDATE
WHS continued what’s been an ex-

cellent season for Union County cham-
pionships. After capturing five county
titles in the fall (boys cross country,
gymnastics, girls soccer, girls tennis
and volleyball), the school picked up
three more last week. First the bowlers
bounced back from a stunning loss to
SP-F to capture the county title. Then
the swim teams notched titles last
weekend. For the boys it was the eighth
in a row, 50th in 51 years, and 53rd in
the 56 years the meet has been held.
The girls won their 15th in a row, and
25th in the meet’s 30 years.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to hockey player
Seth Davidson. In back-to-back
games, he scored four goals vs. South
Brunswick and then three against
Summit.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
during the school year in the Westfield
Leader. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Seth Davidson

Ice hockey

MILLER HITS 20; VENEZIA, HANDZA 8

Blue Devil Hoopsters Jar
Lady Crusaders, 44-38

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Erin Miller fired in 20 points
to lead the 14-5 Westfield High School
girls basketball team to a 44-38 vic-
tory over a strong AL Johnson Cru-
sader team at the John “Butch” Kowal
games in Rahway on February 3.

Miller netted 15 of her points in the
second half. She had three rebounds,
got away with stealing two basketballs
and hauled down three rebounds. Diana
Venezia and Tara Handza, who each
scored eight points, and Gabby Jakub
(2 points) helped keep the momentum
on the Devils’ side by combining for
19 rebounds. Sondra Parin led the 14-
3 Crusaders with 10 points.

“In eighth grade they were our ri-
vals and they beat us all the time. Not
having played them since, we were
ready to beat them this year,” said
Miller. “Early in the game, we knew
we had to step it up because this is for
the number one spot and it was a lot of
pressure. We were hustling. Every-
one played really well in everything

that we did. We executed our offense
and played great defense.”

Both teams had some difficulty get-
ting things going in the first quarter.
Venezia swished in three points from
the free throw line and Handza hit a
two-pointer. Control of the offensive
and defensive boards gave the Blue
Devils a 12-6 edge in the second quar-
ter. Miller hit two, 2-point jumpers,
while Venezia, Kerri Pringle and Jakub
each nailed their shots. Gab O’Leary
(2 steals) added one to give the Blue
Devils a 17-11, halftime lead.

“During halftime, we focused on
winning and went over our offense
since we assumed that they were go-
ing to come out man and we were
going to go in motion,” said Miller.
“We came up with some new plays,
which of course we won’t reveal.”

The Blue Devils added to their lead
in the third quarter with a 14-11 run.
Miller exploded with nine points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and Handza net-
ted two fine right-side lay-ups to put
Westfield ahead, 31-22.

In the fourth quarter, the Crusaders
had the Blue Devils reeling and kept
them off-balance in a last ditch effort.
With two minutes left, the Crusaders
cut the lead to 39-35 on Sullivan’s 3-
pointer. After timeout, the Blue Dev-
ils shored up their defenses to main-
tain a four-point edge. Forced to the
stripe, Handza, Katie Cronin and
Venezia each went one-of-two and
Miller with five seconds left, dropped
in both free throws.
Johnson   5   6 11 16 38
Westfield   5 12 14 13 44

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
West/UCath Girls Basketball

SPF/Watchung Hills Wrestling
UCT Boys Track & Field

GL/New Providence Wrestling
West/RCath Boys Basketball
West/ALJ Girls Basketball

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HER WAY AROUND…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary, No. 10, works her
way around a Crusader defender. O’Leary had two steals, two points, two assists
and six rebounds.

Raider Cagers Crush
Cougar Boys, 74-59

Junior guard Bryan Dougher hit
three 3-pointers and netted 11 of his
29 points in the first quarter to lead
the 11-9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to a 74-
59 crushing of Cranford in the Butch
Kowal Scholarship Games in Rahway
on February 2.

The Raiders outscored the 9-10
Cougars, 19-5, in the first quarter,
added anther point to their lead by
halftime then played even ball the
remainder of the way. Raider Greg
Zabel sank three 3-pointers, while
Greg Bayard and Darnell Dortch each
put in eight points. Chris Snyder
scored 19 points for the Cougars.
Cranford   5 18 17 19 59
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19 19 17 19 74

FANWOOD $579,900 WESTFIELD $749,900

WESTFIELD $719,000 WESTFIELD $3,895,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $629,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $989,000

Close to town and train, move-in condition Colonial offers 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors, newer roof, CAC and
spacious rooms.

Two story foyer!  Enter this 3-year young center hall Colonial with 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths.  The well-appointed Kitchen is adjacent to the
beautiful Family Room with fireplace, Formal Living Room and
Dining Room.  Master suite has closets galore.

Charming, English style Colonial offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, fire-
place, open floor plan.

Under construction!  This magical home is reminiscent of a Euro-
pean country manor, filled with exciting architectural elements.  Great
living space, 8400 square feet, custom woodwork, 5 Bedrooms, 6.5
baths, 6 fireplaces, gourmet Kitchen, master suite.

Wonderful winter views!  This totally renovated, 5 Bedroom, 2.5
bath custom home located on a quiet dead-end street is just waiting
for you to move in.  Come see for yourself.

Pristine, expanded Ranch situated on a stunning .9 acre property.
Perfect for entertaining.  Offers a Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In
Kitchen with cherry cabinets opening to the Family Room, 5 Bed-
rooms (3 with full baths).  A must see!
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Blue Devil Swim Girls Seize
15th Straight County Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With archrival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood wounded and hurting, the
Westfield girls swim team got big
swims from just about every girl and
rolled to its 15th consecutive Union
County Championship last Saturday
at Elizabeth High School.

Scotch Plains, which tied WHS for
the county title in 2005 and lost a year
ago on the final relay, was hampered
by a wrist injury to senior star Jill
Murphy, who gamely swam on three
relays wearing a soft cast wrapped in
a plastic bag, and the absence of Becca
Fox, who came down with mono-
nucleosis earlier in the week.

Westfield piled up 348 points to the
Raiders’ 262.5, but it’s doubtful a
healthy Murphy and Fox would’ve
made up that difference, especially
with the way coach Jaime Ruszala’s
girls were swimming.

The star of the meet was WHS
junior Alexi Kuska. A year ago she
was being pushed around the deck to
the starting block in a wheelchair,
following surgery on her leg in De-
cember. Last Saturday she swam like
a girl possessed, winning two indi-
vidual events, swimming on two win-
ning relays, setting one school record
and two meet records.

“Alexi had a great day,” Ruszala
said. “She’s been swimming really
well. I was hoping she’d get the
(school) 500 record by Mei-Mei
(Caroe, who went 5:04-plus), or May-
May or Mee-Mee. I don’t how her
name is pronounced.”

Kuska won the 200 freestyle in a
meet record 1:56.06. Later in the meet
she won the 500 free in 5:07.61, a
personal best, and third fastest in WHS
history. But she was not done. An-
choring the 200-freestyle relay, she
split a 24.43 to pull out first place
from SP-F. And then, to top it off, she
led off the meet-record-breaking 400-
freestyle relay in 53.86, her second
school record in last two weeks (the
200 free was set on January 23 against
Mount St. Mary). Liz Hawkins, Kylie
Fraser and Suzanne Lemberg finished
off the record relay in a 3:42.03,
smashing a 20-year-old record set by
Union Catholic.

Another key swimmer for WHS
was Brittany Reyes. Bouncing back
from surgery to remove a toe follow-
ing a freak summer accident at work,
the senior captain captured the 100
butterfly in a solid 1:01.72. She also
swam key third legs on the winning
200-medley and 200-freestyle relays.

“It feels so good to win, finally, as
a senior,” Reyes said. “I took it out as

fast as I could and, luckily, had enough
to hang on for the win. It would have
been nicer if Jill (Murphy, a club
teammate) had been able to swim.
But, then again, if she swam she
would’ve won.”

WHS also picked up firsts from
Lemberg in the 50 free and Fraser in
the 100 backstroke. SP-F won the
other three events, with Melissa
Helock edging Fraser in the 200 indi-
vidual medley and then touching out
Lemberg in the 100 free, and fresh-
man Kelsey Rossi beating WHS’s
Katie Morgan, the 2006 champion,
and Catherine Maguire in a thrilling
100 breaststroke.

Among the other top-six efforts by
the Blue Devils were: Jill Kandigan
(fourth in the 100 fly, third 500 free),
Darrell Ann Smith (fourth 200 IM),
Meredith Smith (fifth 200 free, sixth
100 back), Chrissy Isabella (fifth 100
fly), Maguire (fifth 200 IM), Hawkins
(sixth 50 free, fourth 100 free) and
Kate Heffernan (fifth 100 breast).
Westfield’s other winning relays were:
Hawkins, Morgan, Reyes and Lemberg
on the medley, Emily Budnick, Mor-
gan, Reyes and Kuska in the 200 free.

SP-F’s other top-six efforts were:
Kelly Gajdzisz (second 200 free, fourth
500 free), Mary Henkels (fifth 50 free,
second 100 back), Brittany Larkin
(third 100 fly, fifth 100 back), Kim
Rizzo (fourth 200 free, sixth 500 free),
Kate Johnson (fourth 100 back) and
Stephanie Baliko (fourth 100 breast).

Following yesterday’s meet at
Peddie and today’s meet at Elizabeth,
WHS will prepare for the upcoming
state tournament. As the state’s No.
2-ranked team, and top-rated public
school, Ruszala’s crew is the favorite
to win Public A and bring home the
first girls state title since 1999. But it
won’t be easy, with teams like West
Windsor-Plainsboro South, Cherry
Hill East and 2006 champion Cherry
Hill West on the horizon.

And don’t forget Scotch Plains! If
the Raiders, who won the last two
Public B state titles before moving up
to A this year, get healthy in the next
two weeks, they will definitely be a
contender.

“I just want the girls to have fun
and swim fast,” Ruszala said. “What-
ever happens, happens. But I do like
our chances.”

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield 348, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 262½, 3. New Providence 153,
4. Kent Place 128½, 5. Governor
Livingston 97, 6. Union Catholic 72, 7.
Summit 49, 8. Cranford 48, 9. Oak Knoll
46, 10. Union 37, 11. Plainfield 23, 12.
Linden 17, 13. Roselle Catholic 8, 14.
Dayton 7, 15. (tie) A.L. Johnson, Mother
Seton and Rahway 2.

TOP INDIVIDUALS:
200-yard medley relay: 1. Westfield

(Liz Hawkins, Katie Morgan, Brittany
Reyes, Suzanne Lemberg) 1:54.53, 2.
Scotch Plains 1:55.30, 3. New Provi-
dence 2:01.69.

200 free: 1. Alexi Kuska (Westfield)
1:56.06 (old meet record 1:56.75, Rachel
Smith, New Providence, 1996), 2. Kelly
Gajdzisz, (SP-F) 2:03.13, 3. Cassidy
Bommer (Kent Place) 2:07.15.

200 IM: 1. Melissa Helock (SP-F)
2:14.85, 2. Kylie Fraser (Westfield)
2:15.30, 3. Priscilla Barletta (New Provi-
dence) 2:19.48.

50 free: 1. Suzanne Lemberg
(Westfield) 25.30, 2. Brittany Cole (Lin-
den) 25.40, 3. Nicole Colucci (Union
Catholic) 25.48.

100 fly: 1. Bittany Reyes (Westfield)
1:01.72, 2. Priscilla Barletta (New Provi-
dence) 1:02.75, 3. Brittany Larkin (SP-
F) 1:03.62.

100 free: 1. Melissa Helock (SP-F)
54.63, 2. Suzanne Lemberg (Westfield)
55.07, 3. Marisa Immormino (Kent Place)
55.76.

500 free: 1. Alexi Kuska (Westfield)
5:07.61, 2. Kim Kaller (New Providence)
5:25.98, 3. Jill Kandigan (Westfield)
5:29.07.

200 free relay: 1. Westfield (Emily
Budnick, Katie Morgan, Brittany Reyes,
Alexi Kuska) 1:43.30, 2. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 1:43.68, 3. New Providence
1:47.28.

100 back: 1. Kylie Fraser (Westfield)
1:01.92, 2. Mary Henkels (SP-F) 1:01.99,
3. Nicole Colucci (Union Catholic)
1:02.30.

100 breast: 1. Kelsey Rossi (SP-F)
1:11.68, 2. Katie Morgan (Westfield)
1:11.73, 3. Catherine Maguire (Westfield)
1:11.99.

400 free relay: 1. Westfield (Alexi
Kuska, Liz Hawkins, Kylie Fraser,
Suzanne Lemberg) 3:42.03 (old meet
record 3:42.64, Union Catholic, 1987),
2. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3:51.07, 3.
Kent Place 3:57.69.

FERRARA PINS BY A CHIN, CANNON GETS A ‘LEG’ UP

Raiders Gear Up for Sections,
Stop Warrior Matmen, 39-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Mike Ferrara won a key
bout, which seemed to spur the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wrestling
team to a 39-24 victory over visiting
Watchung Hills on February 3. The win
over the tough 13-7 Warriors could be
said to be a gear up match for the

section tournament, which began
against Voorhees on February 6.

“They tried to scheme around us.
They bumped up a few kids but ev-
erything went our way. Where they
needed pins, they got decisions. We
didn’t give up bonuses and we got
bonuses,” said Ferrara.

The 16-4 Raiders won eight of the
14 bouts, including three key bouts,
and managed to minimize damage in
some of their losses. After Sal Gano
pinned Warrior Anthony DeTorres
with a pick-and-twist in 1:25 at 125-
lbs, Ferrara’s 130-lb bout with Kyle
Aldrich was the first key bout. Aldrich
initiated a single-leg takedown,
yielded an escape, then added an es-
cape to take a 3-1 lead but Ferrara
pulled off a smooth step-over chin
hook maneuver to pin Aldrich in 4:56.

“I was going for a sit-out and he
stepped over, so I didn’t really have
the leverage to get the reversal. I took
his head and just whipped it as hard as
I could. He went to his back,” ex-
plained Ferrara.

“That was sweet! He was in the
match the whole way. That was huge
bonus points,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz.

At 135-lbs, Raider Ricky Olsson hit
a double-leg takedown and a two-point
tilt in the first period then pinned Paul
Muldowney in 3:29 with a walkover
Olympic arm bar to put the Raiders

ahead, 18-0. Josh Alpizar earned the
Warriors three team points when he
used his legs to record a pair of stretcher
power-half nearfalls to claim a 6-2 de-
cision over Mike Ridge at 140-lbs.

Raider Pat Mineo picked up his 113th
career victory with a forfeit at 145-lbs
then, in the next key bout, Trevor Can-
non gave Warrior Chris Jessen a dose of
his own medicine with a torturous,
entwining grapevine ride out to grab a
2-0 victory at 152-lbs.

“That was a big swing match, Trevor
winning that,” commented Ferrara.

“They ducked Mineo and were
going to go after Trevor. Trevor never
lets that happen. He knows how to
work legs. He gets in trouble some-
times but he comes back,” said Scholz.

Raider Joe Bachi added another
key victory at 160-lbs over Yousef
Janajri to give the Raiders a 30-3
lead. Bachi performed a throw-by
takedown in the first period, yielded a
reversal with five seconds left in the
second period but escaped in the third
period to claim a 3-2 decision.

Although dropping a 9-1, majority
decision at 171-lbs to sixth-ranked
Brendan Ard, Raider Dave DeNichilo
gave him fits with his punishing leg
control from the top position.

“DeNichilo is tough on top. Ard
had no way out,” commented Scholz.

At 189-lbs, Warrior Rob Scriffano

GL Highlanders Outdo
Pioneer Matmen, 42-34

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven of 10 contested bouts boosted
the Governor Livingston High School
wrestling team to a 42-34 victory
over host New Providence before a
packed house on January 31.

Highlanders John Manganiello
(215-lbs) and Frank Colder (135-lbs)
came up with key victories; however,
two powerful Pioneers, Matt Nobbs
and Larry Peotter were unable to com-
pete due to injuries incurred in the
Union County Tournament.

“I’m especially proud of the kids
that are question marks. Manganiello,
my 215-lb first-year wrestler that was
huge. Bleeding profusely, he hung in
there and would not quit,” said High-

lander Head Coach Rick Iocono.
“Colder at 135 was losing 10-0 to
Gallinot before he got pinned in the
counties. Tonight he came back and
beat him. I am well aware they had
two starters out; that’s very important
to them, but this was our team to-
night. I’m proud of our seniors be-
cause they waited a long time for
this.”

Beginning at 152-lbs, the 8-5 High-
landers ripped off four-straight victo-
ries before the Pioneers got on the
board via a forfeit. Mike Mattingly
(152-lbs) pinned Andrew Kourakos
in 46 seconds.

“I used my duck series and was
able to put him to his back pretty

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING THE TABLES VERY QUICKLY…Raider Mike Ferrara, top, took the opportunity to flick Warrior Kyle
Aldrich to his back with a chin hook and step over maneuver to record a fall in 4:56.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/11  12-4 PM $899,900 SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/11  12-4PM $699,000
This beautifully decorated home boasts 1st floor 9’ ceilings, beautiful hardwood throughout, 4 bedrooms,
3 full baths, 2nd fl. laundry.  The large kitchen includes stainless steel appliances w/breakfast area leading to
a lovely paver patio.  A large family room w/gas fireplace warmly invites you to relax & enjoy.  The master
bedroom & bath suite is elegant & inviting.  Finished basement includes recreation room, powder room &
kitchenette.  DIR: Westfield Rd. to Westfield Ave. to Nicole #9 (052001715)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/11  12-4PM $475,000
Located in the Homestead Village section, this custom home boasts 4 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, hardwood floors,
new gourmet kitchen w/tumbled tile backsplash, granite countertops & sliders to the beautifully landscaped
deck & yard.  The master bedroom suite is luxury & comfort w/French doors leading to the conservatory.  The
magnificent main bath features a Jacuzzi type tub, neo-angle all glass shower, cherry-chocolate coated cabinets
& more.  A full basement w/rec. room, full kitchen & home office are just a few of the amenities.  Close to
transportation & more.  DIR: North Ave. to Westfield Rd. to Woodland #2299  (052001716)

Beautiful two bedroom, 2 ½ bath Townhouse End Unit, backs up to the Reservation, with views of the

woods.  Granite countertops with stainless steel appliances, gas fireplace in living room, cathedral ceilings.
Easy commute to NYC.  DIR: Rt. 22 W. rt on Union Ave. rt into “The Reserve” #801  (052001619)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,599,000
This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, formal living and dining rooms, study/
library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany
inlay borders will complement the detail and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed
& cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  A large
center island kitchen w/granite tops & top of the line appliances will meet all of one’s desires.  The master
suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French doors to a
private office & French doors to a large open balcony.  Make this home your own by customizing your
dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,098/MO.

BUY FOR $3,533/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/11  12-4PM $999,000
Unique 1982 Contemporary corner home featuring ¾ bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, private 1st floor master bedroom
suite, inviting courtyard, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, custom built-ins galore.  Conveniently
located to downtown and so much more.  DIR: E. Broad to Stanley Ave. rt St. Marks #555  (052001656)

BUY FOR $3,088/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$799,900

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Still time to customize.  Call Ralph
for more information at 908-591-6283
(052000587)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Raiders Gear Up for Sections,
Stop Warrior Matmen, 39-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Vikings Grab 1st, Raiders 2nd in Union County Track & Field
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

finishing with a time of 10:24.9 seven
seconds ahead of Viking senior Brian
Guterl, who had a partial tear in his
rectus femoris muscle (one of the
quadriceps – front thigh). Raider Dan
Sapienza finished third at 10:36.3
and Blue Devil Kevin O’Rourke fin-
ished fourth with a time of 10:54.

“We were talking before the race.
Pat wanted to know if I thought he
had a chance. I said, ‘Yes!’ When we
saw Guterl running, we knew he had
been hurt. We didn’t know what he
would have left, so I said to Pat, ‘Just
do what I say’. With five laps to go, he
was behind Guterl’s shoulder. I told
him, ‘Now!’ He knew what I meant
and he ran away from him,” explained
Raider coach Jeff Koegel.

“Mr. Koegel said stick with Guterl
as long as I could and then about six
laps from the end, I should take off.
He gave me the signal and I was able
to take it,” said Doliber. “I should
have taken it out faster in the begin-
ning because I did have a lot (left).”

Raider Rowbotham got a slow start
but managed to sprint past Rahway’s
Mahdi Sumter after the final hurdle to
win the 60-yard hurdles in 7.6 sec-
onds. Westfield Blue Devil Adam
Bergo finished sixth with a time of 8.4.

“I’m still a little shaky on my form.
I got a really slow start. I started back
in the pack, like third place. I need to
get my trail leg a little faster, get over
the board a little faster but that’s come
along in practice. The only thing I
needed to work on was my start,” said
Rowbotham.

Bergo, who had a personal-best
leap of 6’4” in the high jump at the
Group 4 Relays in mid-January, was
hoping for another fine performance.
Last spring, his best height was 5’10”.

“It was definitely the growth. My
height! I grew a couple of inches and

I added leg work, weight training,
front squats, back squats and explo-
sive cleans. That really helped my
pop. And I ran a lot over the summer
and got faster,” said Bergo.

Bergo was one of three competi-
tors who cleared six feet but he had to
settle for third due to total misses.
Elizabeth’s Kareem Andrews won the
event and Union’s Marques Wallace
placed second.

Raider Mike Alleman barely won
the match-up of “powermen” in the
shot put when he shoved his orb
55’7.5” to beat out Johnson’s Ollie
Haney who had a personal-best (PB)
push of 55’2”. Haney also had PB
throws of 54’7.5 and 54’10.25”.

“My form was great! I have been
working on form. We had Kevin
DeGeorgio come in. He’s the best

shot putter in the state of New Jersey.
He has been helping me get my left
foot under me because I am a lefty.
He told me some new techniques that
really had been helping me. It was my
best series ever. I went ahead (PBs)
three times,” said Haney. “We are
good friends. We had a good time. He
just popped that one out there. Mike
knows we’ve got competition. Ev-
eryone expects it and we are really
going to put it to everybody. We are
going to show them we Union County
boys should be up there.”

“You come to every meet hoping to
PR. Overall, I’m pretty happy,” said
Alleman who added, “Just before
going into finals, he had me by a
couple of feet. He kind of forced me
into it. I love throwing against him.
He’s great competition.”
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  For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

                

        Patricia “Pat” Plante 
             Broker/Sales Associate 

          Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162 

 

          

 

 
     600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090   

                          (908) 233-0065 

         Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

Raider John Badala placed third in
the shot put with a heave of 48’0.75
and Blue Devil Erik Anderson, who
had a PB of 47’11.75” at the Group 4
meet, placed sixth with a shove of
46’6.75. Since the beginning of the
season, Anderson has made leaps in
bounds in the shot put.

“I started 45’7” then I got out to 47-
11 and three quarters. I would like to
break 50 by the end of the winter,”
said Anderson who added, “We do a
lot of weight training and we do some
quickness drills out on the field, so
we get some pliametric (flexibility,
kinesthetic – movement) stuff.”

“It was a true team effort! We didn’t
get any first-place medals, but we
placed second in every track event
except high hurdles,” said Viking
coach McCabe. “Obviously, Garrett
Ellis was a catalyst to our success.
Brian Guterl ran a gutsy two miles.
He was off the entire week before
counties and in the pool the two weeks
before that. Mike Sprague placed sec-
ond in the mile run and fourth in the
880. Ryan Kilkenny’s second in the
800 was a major help as well.”

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union Catholic (UC) 57, 2. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF), 3. Rahway (Ra)
43, 4. Elizabeth (E) 29, 5. Westfield (W)
21, 6. Union (U) 20, 7. Roselle (Ro) 14, 8.
Johnson (J) 11, 9. Plainfield (P), Sum-
mit (S) 10, 11. Cranford (C), New Provi-
dence (NP) 4, 13. Linden (L), Governor
Livingston (GL) 2

EVENT WINNERS:
60-Yard Dash – Reggie Dixon (P) 6.3
440-Yards – Paul Jones-Burden (Ra)
54.1
880-Yards – Jones-Burden (Ra) 2:09.8
One Mile – Steve Hankinson (S) 4:41.8
Two-Mile – Pat Doliber (SPF) 10:24.9
60-Yard Hurdles – Kyle Rowbotham
(SPF) 7.6
High Jump – Kareem Andrews (E) 6’0”
Shot Put – Mike Alleman (SPF) 55’7.5”
Mile Relay – Ra (Jones-Burden, Deion
Lawson, Marquis Barnes, John Ferrer)
3:46.2

won a 3-0 decision over Al Nassiri then,
at 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker recorded
a trio of takedown to defeat Mark
Wroblewski, 6-3. Raider heavyweight
Johnny Loomis was locked in a battle
of headlocks with Clint Heath until his
finally countered with a lateral throw to
record a fall in 5:17, putting the Raiders
well in front, 39-10.

Warrior Arjun Patel scored a 12-0,
majority decision at 103-lbs and team-
mate Tom Ross at 112-lbs followed
with seven counter-style takedowns
and an escape to grab a 15-4, majority
decision. At 119-lbs, Warrior Chris
Valerio used a far arm corkscrew to
pin Jawan Gaines in 58 seconds.

“There was a lot of intensity from
our kids. They wanted to make a

statement to Voorhees and, hopefully,
Warren Hills,” said Scholz.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
125: — Gano (S) p DeTorres, 1:25
130: — Ferra (S) p Aldrich, 4:56
135: — Olsson (S) p Muldowney, 3:29
140: — Alpizar (W) d Ridge, 6-2
145: — Mineo (S) won forfeit
152: — Cannon (S) d Jessen, 2-0
160: — Bachi (S) d Janajri, 3-2
171: — Ard (W) md DeNichilo, 9-1
189: — Scriffano (W) d Nassiri, 3-0
215: — Baker (S) d Wroblewski, 6-3
Hwt: — Loomis (S) p Heath, 5:17
103: — Patel (W) md Dave Casmas, 12-0
112: — Ross (W) md Bundy, 15-4
119: — Valerio (W) p Gaines, :58 David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT COMPETITION FOR EACH OTHER…Raider Mike Alleman, left, and ALJ Crusader Ollie Haney, right, have been great competition for each other in
the shot put event. Alleman won the UCT event with a shove of 55’7.5” while Haney was right behind with a personal-best toss of 55’2”. Haney also had personal-best
throws of 54’7.5” and 54’10.25” on the evening.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE RISE…Blue Devil Erik Anderson, who had a PB of 47’11.75” at the
Group 4 meet, placed sixth in the shot put with a shove of 46’6.75.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MENACING WITH LEGS…Raider Dave DeNichilo, top, gave Warrior Brendan
Ard (ranked-fifth in NJ at 160-lbs) fits with his menacing leg entwinement.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/11  12-4PM

Kerry McDevitt

WESTFIELD . . . Beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.2 bath Expanded
Ranch on ½ acre sprawling property located in the Franklin
School District.  Features include new kitchen (2006), huge
finished walkout basement, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors &
much more.  DIR: E. Broad to Mountain to Lawrence #945
$1,750,000  (05200NEW)

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

908-301-2036

Stately Tudor In Stoneleigh Park, Westfield

$1,250,000
Rediscover a gracious style of  living in this five Bedroom, three and one-half  bath Tudor located in
Historic Stoneleigh Park.  This cordial residence incorporates many exceptional features such as spacious
rooms, handsome moldings, bordered ceilings, updated kitchen with Breakfast Room, back porch, Master
Bedroom with newer full Bath, herring bone hardwood floors, CAC on the second and third floors.  Just
minutes from schools, shopping, parks and commuter transportation, this attractive home provides a
serene environment for you and your growing family.

Jackie Conover
Sales Associate

908-301-2016

Raiders beat Voorhees, 37-29,
in sectional semis on February 6
and will face Warren Hills for the
championship tonight at 7 p.m.
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Lady Blue Devils Jump Ahead
Of Lady Viking Cagers, 33-25

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

VENEZIA SCORES 13, BONARD PUTS IN 12, LESSNER 8

RC Lion Basketballers Sting
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 48-46

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 19-14, first half edge by the
Lions made the difference as the
Roselle Catholic High School boys
basketball team hung on to defeat
Westfield, 48-46, at the John “Butch”
Kowal Scholarship Games in Rahway
on February 3.

Brian Godfrey led the 9-8 Lions
with 18 points and Matt Henn put in
13. Senior Mike Venezia finished with
13 points in the second half and senior
guard Tom Bonard rolled in 12 points
to lead the 10-7 Blue Devils. Sopho-
more Mike Lessner torched the net
with eight points. Sophomore Tony
DiIorio swished in five of his six points,
including a three-pointer, in the fourth
quarter. Senior Santo Nardi sank four
points, including a shot from down-
town. Dan Pritsker hit a three-pointer
in the opening quarter.

“We did not come out ready to play.
They played tough, they got every
loose ball, every rebound and they
shot well,” said Venezia. “We did not
come back hard enough, it became
late and they won the game. I owe

them credit because they came out
hard and we didn’t.”

The Blue Devils jumped out to a 5-
0 lead with the assistance of Nardi’s
three-banger and two hits from the
foul line by Bonard before Lion
Godfrey pushed in a three-point
jumper. Throughout the rest of the
quarter, Pritsker buzzed in a 3-pointer
but the Devils were flat on their shoot-
ing.

In the second quarter, the Blue
Devils began to settle down and played
relatively even; however, due to some
poor defense and shooting, the Lions
jumped to a 19-14, halftime lead. In
the quarter, Bonard nailed a two-
pointer, Lessner bucketed three points
and DiIorio added one.

A balanced attack and an effective
defensive effort throughout most of
the second half extended the Lions’
lead to 10 points but the Blue Devils
raised their level of intensity. The ball
found its way into the hands of Venezia
who came to life with a three-pointer.
Lessner, off an assist by Bonard,
swished a jumper to cut the lead to
five. Later in the quarter, Venezia

dropped in a lay-up, Lessner sank a 3-
point jumper and Nardi clicked in a
foul shot to make the score 32-27.

Early in the fourth quarter, the Li-
ons extended their lead to nine. Tight
man-to-man pressure, steals and turn-
overs, however, by the Devils late in
the quarter made the score 43-41.
Venezia pumped in six points, Bonard
connected from three-point range and
DiIorio banged in five points.

With time running out, Bonard re-
sponded with a 3-pointer and Venezia
stuffed the net off a rebound to knot
the game at 46-46. Then with seven
seconds remaining, Henn connected
with the winner for the Lions.

“We came out stepped it up in the
second half and tried to play our de-
fense. Offensively, our shots did fall
but we need to work on our defense,
come out stronger and more aggres-
sive,” said Nardi.

“They hustled hard, we did not box
out as well as we should have and that
was pretty much the game,” added
Venezia.
Roselle Catholic 11   8 13 16 48
Westfield   8   6 13 19 46

ALEX WRONSKI ROLLS 237 IN CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Blue Devil Bowlers Capture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil senior/leadoff bowler
Alex Wronski rolled a 237 in the final
game to lead the Westfield High
School bowling team past Roselle
Catholic for the Union County cham-
pionship at Jersey Lanes in Linden on
January 31. The Blue Devils finished
with a total of 3,018 followed by
Roselle Catholic at 2,898, Elizabeth
and Linden at 2,835, Governor
Livingston at 2,659 and Scotch Plains-

Fanwood with 2,570.
“He has an uncanny ability to deliver

when we need to set a tempo and send
a message to the opposing team,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.

The day before, the Blue Devils
qualified as the top-seed for the finals
by defeating Roselle Park, 2,915-
2,557. Wronski rolled games of 221
and 231 and finished with a 645 se-
ries. Junior Jesse Embre rolled a 614
series and junior Eric Curialle bowled
games of 213 and 221. Harrison

Mercado and Brett Ettinger had solid
performances with series of 545 and
527, respectfully. Elizabeth qualified
second with a 2,869 total, Linden was
third at 2,860, Roselle Catholic was
fourth at 2,856, the Raiders were fifth
at 2,626 and Governor Livingston
was sixth at 2,624.

“We have advanced to the finals
(top six) all of the years that we
entered, except for 2000. That would
entail 21 years. We have finished in
the medals (1st, 2nd or 3rd) in 18 of
those years,” said Tirone. “The coun-
ties have been the most difficult event
for Westfield to win over the years.
We have placed second and third in
the counties and gone on to win the
sections on many occasions.”

In the finals, after two games, the
Blue Devils were in second place and
needed nine pins to overcome Roselle
Catholic. After Alex Wronski’s 237,
Eric Currialle followed with a 192.
Brett Ettinger rolled 226, Jesse Embry
rolled 209 and anchor Harrison
Mercado rolled a 211 for a team total
of 1,075, the high game for the two-
day tournament, while the Lions to-
taled 947.

“Mercado is as cool as they come
under pressure. He has delivered un-
der pressure against top-20 teams in
every tournament. Harrison is a well-
conditioned athlete that is as men-
tally strong as he is physically. Every
team we bowl would love to have him
on their team,” said Tirone.

Curialle finished the day with a
632 total (1,216 two-day), Embre had
630 (1,244), Ettinger had 606 (1,133),
Mercado had 584 (1,129) and Wronski
566 (1,211). The High Tournament
Individual Bowler Award went to Lou
Clemente of Roselle Catholic with
totals of 708 and 687 for a quite
impressive 1,395 total.

“The key moment was when the
results after two games were an-
nounced and we were eight pins be-
hind leader Roselle Catholic with one
game remaining. It was the first time
after five games that we were not in
first place. I saw a determination in
the demeanor of the team. They pro-
ceeded to start the third game with all
strikes. As the game continued, their
focus never changed, they were not to
be denied on this day. They entered
into another zone when they were
challenged. I was very impressed with
their fortitude,” said Tirone “Know-
ing they were behind seemed to get
their attention in a very positive way.”

To date, Wronski leads the team
with a 205 average followed by
Ettinger with 202, Mercado at 197,
Embre at 196 and Curialle at 195.

“Our most consistent bowler has to
be the team. Each person, who bowled
in the tournament, is separated by just
10 pins. Embre did have strikes at
several key junctures when our lead
was being contested. All the bowlers
were poised under pressure. It was an
absolute team effort,” said Tirone.

“We went ahead by four points and
that’s why we tried to slow it down a
little bit. We wanted to take quality
shots,” said Marino.

All of those quality shots in the final
moments came by way of free throws
and Miller, who finished with 20 points,
drove toward the basket, drew the fouls
and hit all six of her free throws to
finish 10-for-12 from the line.

“Sometimes that’s what you have
to do! Put the ball in the hands of your
highest scorer! Make some things
happen! But she doesn’t play selfish
and that’s what is important,” said
Marino.

Miller dished out four assists and
sophomore Tara Handza (6 points)
contributed three.

Despite a slightly shaky first quar-
ter, the Blue Devils gained compo-
sure to out-rebound the Vikings, 33-
18, and to total 11 steals. Miller (3
steals) pulled nine boards, while
Venezia and Katie Cronen each had

seven rebounds and two steals. Gabby
Jakub had five rebounds and Gab
O’Leary committed three steals.

Arielle Belk and Taryn Barnes, who
finished with eight points, each scored
four points in the first quarter as the
Vikings took a slim, 12-11, lead.
Miller hit nine points in the quarter.

“We were rushing our game in the
first quarter. We were too busy rushing
the game and not waiting to get people
open and really setting good screens.

Scoring nearly ground to a halt in
the second quarter but the Blue Dev-
ils sank six and the Vikings netted
five to knot the score 17-17. The third
quarter offered even less with
Westfield inching to a 22-21 lead
entering the final quarter.

Viking Colleen Sweeney finished
with six points and Jess Riddick
scored three, while Reina Castro and
Shannon Deegan each had two points.
Union Catholic 12   5   4   4 25
Westfield 11   6   5 11 30

Beautifully situated atop a velvety knoll, completely renovated in 2004, this 1939 home 
redefines the quintessential Westfield Center Hall Colonial. Exquisite indulgences: 
gleaming hardwood floors, elegant moldings, handsome woodwork, custom built-ins and 
French doors craft an unsurpassed interior. The sun lit living room and classic formal 
dining room request the pleasure of your company. The  family room warms your heart 
with a raised hearth soapstone fireplace while the adjoining kitchen boasts soapstone 
counters and top-of-the line appliances. The new master suite with walk-in closet and 
splendid bath is joined by three more sizable bedrooms, another new bath and a laundry 
room. A den with built-in bookcases, new powder room, a splendid yard with sunken 
flagstone patio &  stone walls and a wonderful location enhance the allure of this re-
markable home. Presented for $1,495,000. 
 

 
 

                        Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

    JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE 
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 

Renovated Wychwood Colonial  

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2003  
Cell: 908-447-1806 
E-Mail: brokerbmc@aol.com 
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Charm abounds in this pristine 7 Room, 3 BR, 1 1/2 bath 1930’s Westfield colonial set on a   
tree lined street within walking distance of schools, town, and NYC transportation. A gracious 
foyer and shining hardwood floors welcome you into  this  desirable northside home…... 

�������Redefining Real Estate 
Barbara M. Callahan 

NJAR Circle of Excellence  
brokerbmc@aol.com 

             Phone: 908-301-2886 
             Cell: 908-447-1806 
   Barbaracallahannj.com 

   Offered at $ 584,900. 

209 Central Ave. Westfield 908-233-5555 

WANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFTWANTED FOR THEFT

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING HEAVILY ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil senior Dan Pritsker, left, concentrates heavily on defense
against a Roselle Catholic Lion opponent. Offensively, Pritsker banged a 3-pointer in the first quarter but the Lions pulled
out a 48-46 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BE ON GUARD…In three years of varsity play, Blue Devil juniors Erin Miller,
left, and Gab O’Leary have committed a combined 348 acts of theft (steals as of
February 4). Miller has 213 thefts and O’Leary has 135.
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GL Highlanders Outdo
NP Pioneer Matmen, 42-34

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 Blue Devil Boys Capture 50th
Union County Swim Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DeLaFuente and Green on the 200
free, and Green, DeLaFuente, Baran
and Harley on the 400 free.

SP-F’s main scorers were Mike
Miller (fourth 50 free, third 100 fly),
Zach Peart (fourth 200 IM and 100
back), Matt Miller (third 500 free),
Eric Walker (sixth 200 free), Jon
Kosenick (sixth 100 back), Brian
Pesin (fifth 100 breast) and Matt
Plagge (sixth 100 breast).

After yesterday’s meet at Peddie
and today’s trip to Elizabeth, the WHS
boys will be gearing up for a run at
their 21st state championship. After
winning state titles in 2000, 2002,
2003 and 2004, the boys have lost
heart-wrenching meets to

Bridgewater-Raritan the past two
years in the North 2 Public A sec-
tional finals. If WHS wins its first two
sectional meets, there’s a likely
rematch with Bridgewater at
Bayonne, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.

“This is what we’ve worked hard
for all year, another shot at
Bridgewater,” Baran said. “The last
two years have been great meets, un-
forgettable and exciting. But it’s more
fun to win those meets. We won states
when I was a freshman. Hopefully we
can find a way to do that this year. I
can’t wait.”

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield 342, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 227, 3. Summit 168, 4. Oratory
131, 5. Union Catholic 109, 6. Governor
Livingston 88, 7. Cranford 71, 8. New
Providence 69, 9. Plainfield 34, 10. Union
28, 11. Elizabeth 24, 12. Roselle Catho-
lic 14, 13. A.L. Johnson 8.

TOP 3 FINISHERS:
200-yard medley relay: 1. Westfield

(Matt Meserole, Phil Anton, Matt
Blutfield, Luke Baran) 1:44.91, 2. Sum-
mit 1:47.29, 3. SP-F 1:47.45.

200 free: 1. P.J. Harley (Westfield)
1:48.01, 2. Brian O’Donnell (Union
Catholic) 1:50.18, 3. Bill Haley (Oratory)
1:52.93.

200 IM: 1. Brendan Floyd (Oratory)
2:02.28 2. Chris DeLaFuente (Westfield)
2:02.58, 3. Jon Denby (Governor
Livingston) 2:07.99.

50 free: 1. Matt Green (Westfield)
22.58, 2. Sean French (Cranford) 23.05,
3. Jason Toffey (Summit) 23.12. 100 fly:
1. Chris DeLaFuente (Westfield) 54.45,
2. Alex Morrison (Oratory) 54.61, 3. Mike
Miller (SP-F) 55.10.

100 free: 1. Brian O’Donnell (Union
Catholic) 50.42, 2. Matt Green (Westfield)
50.45, 3. Brendan Floyd (Oratory) 51.03.

500 free: 1. P.J. Harley (Westfield)
4:46.29, 2. Bill Haley (Oratory) 4:59.19,
3. Matt Miller (SP-F) 5:17.73.

200 free relay: 1. Westfield (P.J.
Harley, Michael Oster, Chris
DeLaFuente, Matt Green) 1:33.74, 2.
Summit 1:35.08, 3. SP-F 1:38.81.

100 back: 1. Matt Meserole
(Westfield) 56.45, 2. Alex Morrison (Ora-
tory) 56.89, 3. Luke Baran (Westfield)
57.72.

100 breast: 1. Jon Denby (Governor
Livingston) 1:02.97, 2. Phil Anton
(Westfield) 1:04.97, 3. Jason Toffey
(Summit) 1:06.85.

400 free relay: 1. Westfield (Matt
Green, Chris DeLaFuente, Luke Baran,
P.J. Harley) 3:24.47, 2. SP-F 3:31.19, 3.
Oratory 3:31.54.

quick,” said Mattingly.
Scott Mack (160-lbs) built a 12-0

lead before pinning Pioneer Dimitriy
Myasnikov in 2:38. Highlander Matt
Fullowan (171-lbs) dimmed the lights
on Matt Serillo in 1:08.

“I used a sweep from my feet, threw
legs and put him to his back with a
power half,” said Fullowan.

Manganiello, broken nose and all,
pulled out a crucial 5-2 decision over
Ben Carroll to put the Highlanders
ahead, 24-6.

“He got me down early then, with my
nose filled of blood, I could not pay
attention, but I came back,” said
Manganiello. “I hit a nice cut back roll
and thought I had the two points but the
ref called it a little too quick I thought.
Late in the third period, I got the
takedown, looked up and saw like ten
seconds left. I knew I had the victory.”

Pioneer 125-lb Andrew Lucid re-
corded a fall in 1:56 over Nick
Ragazzo and Wade Baldwin (130-
lbs) out-pointed GL’s Steve Reedy,
15-7. Down, 34-27, GL won the final
three bouts. Colder battled to a 3-2
decision over Gallino, Erik Midtbo
(140-lbs) smothered Daniel Umada

in 1:32 and Rob Coughlin (145-lbs)
decked Connor Moroney in 2:56.

“I came out, used front headlock
takedown and, from there, I tried to
use cross leverage series but he was
tough and would not let me turn him,”
said Coughlin. “Second period, I dug
into our bottom arsenal, hit a shrug
and put him to his back.”

“The big factor was that they won
the coin toss. I knew right there that
we were in trouble. If we would have
won it, we controlled 112, 189 and
we could have gotten better match-
ups. We had an uphill battle but the
kids almost pulled it out,” said Pio-
neer Head Coach Bremer.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: Mattingly (G) p Kourakos, :46
160:  Mack (G) p Myasnikov, 2:38
171: Fullowan (G) p Serillo, 1:08
189: Trevor Martin (N) won forfeit
215: Manganiello (G) d Carroll, 5-2
Hwt: Michael Carone (N) p Mike
Adashev, :34
103: Nick Webber (N) won forfeit
112: Andrew Reichard (G) won forfeit
119: Peter Terrezza (N) won forfeit
125: Licid (N) p Ragazzo, 1:56
130: Baldwin (N) d Reedy, 15-7
135: Colder (G) d Galliont, 3-2
140: Midtbo (G) P Umana, 1:32
145: Coughlin (G) p Moroney, 2:56

SCOTCH PLAINS *** NEW HOMES  

 
Charming new four bedroom home. Quality features include 3 full baths, conservatory,
partial stone front, “Harde” plank siding, multi zone heating and cooling, family room
w/gas fireplace and bar, gourmet kitchen w/ granite counters & stainless steel appliances,
hardwood floors, oversized deck overlooking park-like rear yard & more. $1,150,000  

 

New custom designed 4 bedroom, 3 bath home located on a cul-de-sac. Amenities include
9’ ceilings on the 1st floor, multi-zone heating & cooling, custom kitchen w/granite
counters, hardwood floors, master suite w/gas fireplace, sitting room & bath $999,999. 

Service

Michael C. Buccola
Broker / Owner

301 Lenox Avenue, Westfield

908-232-9500

Blue Devil Keglers Clinch
Watchung Conference Title

The Westfield High School varsity
and junior varsity bowling teams
clinched Watchung Conference Titles
by defeating Linden on February 1.
The varsity, 5-2, (3,097-2,932 total
pins) and the JVs won, 7-0, (2,789-
2,474 total pins).

In the varsity match, Westfield over-
came a 257 game by Linden bowler
Keith Bulle to, 1,018-971. Eric
Curialle rolled a 235, Alex Wronski
had a 226 and Harrison Mercado
rolled a 211.

In Game 2, Linden won, 1,023-
1,001, despite strong games from
Wronski (198), Mercado (236), Bryan
Elsasser (195) and Brett Ettinger
(216). Tiger Kent Henderson rolled a
254, Nick Provenzano rolled 224 and
Keith Bulle had a 211.

Game 3 went to Westfield, 1,078-
938. All five Blue Devils rolled 200+
games – Wronski (232), Ettinger
(223), Curialle (215), Mercado (205)
and Elsasser (203). The 1078 total
was three pins higher than the day
before when Westfield won the Union
County Tournament with a 1,075 fin-
ish. Wronski had a high series of 656,
Mercado had a 652, Curialle was
606, Ettinger totaled 597 and Elsasser
totaled 586. Bulle led Linden with the
high series of the day at 682.

“This was a team effort as all five
bowlers helped to carry the team at
different times,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.

The JVs (defending conference
champs) entered the match in second
place behind Linden had to win all
the games to repeat as conference
champions. In the Game 1, Westfield
won, 891-837. Junior Arley Rojas
and sophomore Matt Marcus led the
team with 231 and 184 games, re-
spectfully.

In Game 2, Westfield won, 922-
831, which put the team in tempo-
rarily first place by one point. Junior
Trevor Yee rolled a 207 and Marcus
rolled 201.

The Blue Devils ruled Game 3,

976-806. Yee (247), Rojas (203), Jesse
Embre (192), sophomore Justin
Frazier Wright (176) and Marcus
(158) all contributed to clinch the
championship. Rojas rolled a high
series of 622, followed by Yee (589),
Embre (551) and Marcus (543).

“Our JV team has been sensational
all year. They have risen to every chal-
lenge that has come their way. I am
proud of their efforts,” Tirone stated.

Next, the Blue Devil varsity will
compete in the state sectional tourna-
ment to be held on February 10, at 9
a.m. at Eagle Rock Lanes in West
Orange. Westfield has won four out
of the last five years.

WF 6th Cagers Defeat
Cranford, N. Providence

After losing to an undefeated Ocean
Township team in the finals of the
Red Bank “Battle of the 5’s” Tourna-
ment, 40-30, the Westfield sixth grade
A basketball team rebounded with
league victories over a 6-1 Cranford
team and a team from New Provi-
dence to improve to 12-7 overall and
5-5 in league play.

In the 42-37 win over Cranford,
Keegan Hess and Jake Heroux each
sank 10 points. Peter Ianelli ran the
team from his point guard position
and also chipped in seven points.
David Solomon had six points. Hess
bucketed six straight points late in the
fourth quarter to provide the final
margin of victory.

In the 48-36 victory over New
Providence at the Millburn Sports
Academy, 10 boys scored four points
or more. Brian Githens put in five
points and Kevin Mikovits had four
points and three steals.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Devilfish ‘A’ Swim Girls Top
Hunterdon County Y Girls

The Westfield Area Y Girls “A”
swim team improved to 3-1-1 with a
win over Hunterdon County Y. Head
coach Paul Casazza opened the meet
by recognizing graduating seniors
Julie Cederroth, Lauren McCurdy and
Katie Morgan for their contributions.

IM: 9-10s Lutz and Whitmer placed
1-3 followed by 11-12s Sweeney cap-
turing first. Krakora, Rose and
Scrofani swept the 13-14s event. 15+s
Lemberg and Cederroth placed 1-2.

Freestyle: 8Us Felix and Devin out-
touched HCY swimmers. 9-10s
Daniel, 11-12s Whitmer, 13-14s

Smith and Higgins and 15+s Morgan
and Budnick also scored.

Breaststroke: 8Us Basil, D’Amore
and Oster swept. 9-10s Daniel and
Sokolow, 11-12s Huber and Myers,
13-14s Krakora and Scrofani and 15+
Morgan and Lemberg touched 1-3.

Backstroke: 8Us Pyle and Basil
nailed 1-2. 9-10s Larche and Day and
13-14s Smith and Wilson placed 2-3.
11-12s Maloney, Bangs and Huber
swept, while 15-plus Johnson placed
first in the 200 backstroke.

Butterfly: 8Us Pyle, Thomas and
Devin and 13-14s Higgins, Steller
and O’Neill swept. 9-10s Morello
and Duffy delivered a 1-2 punch. 11-
12s Alexander and Kerr touched 1-3.
15+s Cederroth placed third.

Medley Relay: 8Us Pyle, Basil,
Devin and Felix; 9-10s Day, Daniel,
West and Larche; 11-12s Sweeney,
Pires, Alexander and Ball, 13-14s
Smith, Krakora, Higgins and Wilson;
15-plus Johnson, Morgan, Lemberg
and Cederroth all placed first.

Swimmers with personal bests in-
cluded Anderson, Korba, J. Myers
and E. Smith.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY…Highlander John Manganiello, front, battles
a broken nose and Pioneer Ben Carroll but still wins his 215-lb bout, 5-2.

Courtesy of Tola Murphy Baron for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT SWIM CHAMPIONS…Members of the Blue Devil boys swim team reach
for the UCT trophy. It was the 50th UCT trophy captured by the Blue Devil boys.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Scotch Plains . . . Impeccable sunny ranch just steps from NYC transportation. 3 Bedrooms, 2 full
Baths, newer Eat-in kitchen w/stainless steel appliances, spacious Living room w/fireplace, formal
Dining room. Full basement for great future expansion. Refin hwfls, CAC, 2 car garage, private
large back yard.  Quality home.  WSF0087             $489,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 11th  •  1-4PM
307 Roberts Lane, Scotch Plains

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Exciting Colonial with fabulous kitchen, top-of-the-line appliances and granite

floor. Great room has cathedral ceiling, track lighting and wet bar – perfect for entertaining

and family living. Solarium with hot tub, in ground pool and professionally landscaped yard

complete the picture. Offered at $1,175,000    WSF0024

Direct Line: 908-301-2039
908-233-5555 x 131
Cell: 908-917-3617

Sonia Kassinger
For Appointment, Call
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Plainfield Curling Club Faces
Scots for American Honor

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SOUTH PLAINFIELD — Most of
us know of curling, but understand
little of it. While football, basketball
and baseball get most of the
sportswriter’s ink, curlers practice
their sport in virtual obscurity. That’s
probably why you’re unaware that a
major international competition came
to South Plainfield on Friday.

Members of Scotland’s Royal
Caledonian Curling Club (RCCC)
visited the Plainfield Curling Club to
compete for the Herries-Maxwell
Trophy. The Scots will return home
in possession of the trophy, as the
matches were completed on Sunday
in the Boston area with a final score
of 949 to 869. In the world of curling,
the Herries-Maxwell Trophy roughly

equates to the Ryder Cup in golf.
The Scotsmen have been touring

the U.S.A. to battle for the Herries-
Maxwell Trophy since their first
matches in Chicago on January 15.
They’ve traveled through much of the
upper Midwest, then worked their way
east, sliding their stones in both South
Plainfield and Ardsley, NY (just across
the Tappan Zee Bridge) last Friday.
The Scots arrived in the metro NY
area with a 781-746 lead, and left with
an 856-800 lead. The matches at
Plainfield were won by the Scotsmen
16-11 and 16-10. Ardsley’s team cap-
tured the morning matches 21-17, then
dropped the afternoon matches 26-12.

The Herries-Maxwell trophy has
been competed every five years since
1952 and had been in American hands
since 1982. Prior to that, it had been

held by the Scots from its inception
30 years earlier. The trophy is named
for Commander Desmond Herries-
Maxwell, a former president of the
RCCC, who conceived the idea of the
competition in 1951.

A curling match normally takes
about two hours and consists of eight
ends. Each end, which roughly com-
pares to an inning in baseball, consists
of both teams delivering eight stones
each. Four players make up a curling
team, one is designated as skip, essen-
tially captain and on-ice coach.

The teams alternate sliding the 42-
pound granite stones along a narrow
ice covered court called a sheet, and
the teams alternate delivering stones.
The stones are slid with a turning
motion. This spin both keeps the stone
traveling consistently, like a spiral pass
in football, and also permits the stone
to curve as it travels down the ice,
much like a bowler’s hook. It’s this
curve from which curling gets its name.

The sheet is 146 feet long and about
15 feet wide. The surface of the ice is
sprayed with droplets of water, which
then freeze, creating a bumpy surface
called a pebble. This pebble makes
the stone slide more readily.

The shooter delivers a stone by
pushing off the hack, a rubber cov-
ered starting block fixed into the ice,
and sliding forward, usually trying to
either place the stone as close as
possible to the center of a target 12
feet in diameter with its center 126
feet away or to knock an opponents
stone(s) away from the center. The
team with the stone closest to the
center of the target scores one point
for each stone closer than the closest
opponent’s stone, while the other team
scores zero.

The Plainfield Curling Club is a two-
sheet facility, meaning they can play
two matches at a time. Curlers from
both countries spoke about the camara-
derie of the sport, and this is one reason
why the Scots will be taking home
much more than the trophy, they’ll be
taking home fond memories of their
American friends and their hospitality.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING A VIKING…Blue Devil Dylan Moran, center, chases a West Morris
Central Viking in Woodbridge on January 30. Westfield won, 6-4. On January 31,
the Blue Devils defeated Summit, 5-3, at Warinanco Arena in Roselle.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

Shari Kopla
Sales Associate

908-233-6533
shari-kopla@burgdorff.com

Linda Lies
Sales Associate
908-518-3779
linda-lies@burgdorff.com

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

FSPY ‘A’, ‘B’ Gymnasts Fare
Well in Quad Gymnastic Meet

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) A and B Division Gymnas-
tics teams turned in solid perfor-
mances against teams from the Madi-
son, South Mountain and Somerset
Valley YMCAs on January 28.

A Division: 13U Alivia DeMaria
placed second on vault. 14-plus Jenna
Skoller placed third all-around, sec-
ond on uneven bars and fifth on vault
and floor exercise. Gina Pelosi cap-
tured first on vault, third on unevens
and fifth all-around. Hannah Kronick
took fifth on beam and Patty Matejek
earned fifth on unevens.

B Division: 11U Kacie Bumiller
took first on vault and unevens to
finish fifth all-around. Zoe Stein placed
fifth on vault and fourth on unevens.

12-13 Lisa Matrale captured first
place all-around, first on vault and floor
exercise, second on unevens and third
on beam. Kaitlyn Frey earned third all-
around, after taking first on vault,
unevens and beam. Alexa Uvino placed
third on vault, unevens and floor.

Allison Lasher placed second on
vault and beam, and third on unevens.
Kelsey Herbig earned third on vault
and fifth on unevens. Allison Zeller
grabbed fifth on vault and beam.

The “A” and “B” Division gymnasts
will be hosting their first home meet on
Saturday, February 24. The FSPY “C”
Division will be competing at home on

Saturday, February 10. Spectators are
welcome for all competitions, which
are scheduled to begin at 3:30 p.m.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STONE, COLD ATHLETIC TEAM…Scotland’s Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD GARDENS VICTORIAN
509 COLONIAL AVENUE  •  $949,000

Situated in one of the most desirable neighborhoods in Westfield, this home welcomes you with its wisteria covered front
porch. Inside continues to delight with superb architectural details such as parquet floors with inlays, a boxed beam ceiling,
fireplace surrounded by custom cabinetry, period moldings and cornices. The floor plan is gracious with a lovely entry foyer
providing excellent flow. The eat-in kitchen opens to the family room. There are five bedrooms, an office/nursery, two full
bathrooms and one powder room. This is a truly unique and special home.  WSF0097

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 2/11 1-4 PM

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Charm & Location—an “unbeatable combination!” 3/4 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial.
Welcoming Entry Foyer, special attention to detail, formal LR w/Fireplace and French doors
opening to year-round heated Sunroom. First floor Family Room adjacent to sunny Breakfast
Nook. Hand-painted walls, central air conditioning, beautifully appointed Rec Room on lower
level, 2-car garage, 60 x 157 property. $895,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 11, 1:00-4:00pm

806 Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, Realtors

200 North Avenue East

Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-233-9292

Direct: 908-518-5446

Cell: 908-397-2472

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited
of Westfield is very pleased to

announce Diane Kontra
has joined their office.

Diane was licensed in 2001 and is a life long resident of New Jersey. Her
experience is beneficial to families relocating to this area. She is a member

of the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and the Greater Union
County Board of Realtors. Diane achieved both the NJ Association of

Realtors Circle of Excellence and the ERA Beyond Excellence award for
2005. Her goal is to provide a seamless transaction for her customers by
going above and beyond their expectations. Her unwavering high moral

standards and professionalism has earned her the respect of both her peers
and her customers alike. She is a true professional.

Camie Delaney, Manager of the Westfield office, was quoted, “I am so very
pleased to have Diane join our office. She is a great agent and realizes the

potential REMAX offers to grow her business.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETINGS: BUDGET

DATE OF MEETINGS: Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Tuesday, February 27, 2007

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETINGS: February 20 – Budget Presentations
February 27 – Budget Presentations

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Christopher P.
Statile, P.A., 3 Fir Court, Oakland, New
Jersey 07436.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide professional services to prepare
construction plans and specifications with
respect to incorporating streetscape de-
sign elements and performing spatial ca-
pacity analysis for improvements of Mu-
nicipal Parking Lots #1 and #8.

DURATION: January 30, 2007 through
Janauray 30, 2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $14,200.00.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/8/07, The Leader Fee: $19.89

Legal Advertising Legal Advertising

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD 

Spacious Colonial home on a tree lined Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room w/gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new windows, master 

Bedroom w/new full bath & a spacious deck overlooking fenced and manicured grounds.         Offered for $799,000 

NEW CUSTOM COLONIAL 

New Colonial nestled on park like property on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac.  This fine home offers endless upgrades 
including a gourmet eat-in Kitchen with center island, Wet bar/Butler pantry, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, 4 

Bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, first floor Family Room and laundry, 2-car garage and more!         Offered for $1,350,000 

SPRAWLING HENRY WEST WYCHWOOD GEM 

Elegant & spacious 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant as this fine home graciously sprawls across 
its property located in one of Westfield’s most desirable neighborhoods.  Displaying quality craftsmanship & classic 
décor, this Wychwood gem is close to Echo Lake.  The two fireplaces, plentiful living space, hardwood floors and sunlit 

rooms are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.         Offered for $1,325,000 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Coldwell Banker 

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED CENTER HALL COLONIAL 

Extensively renovated Colonial close to schools, downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.  Offering custom 
construction and quality improvements, this stately home boasts a gracious floor plan that is ideal for today’s lifestyle.  
The charm of the 1930’s is ideally combined with the conveniences of today, accommodating most anyone’s needs.                      

                       Offered for $1.4 million 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2006

920 Summit Avenue, Westfield                                                              $699,900
Picture perfect Colonial in terrific location!  Living Room with hardwood floors, bay window and fireplace;
Formal Dining Room; updated sunny Kitchen w/beautiful tile work.  Flexible floorplan offers two additional first
floor rooms to use as Family Room, Office or Playroom.  Three generous sized bedrooms; gorgeous re-done main
Bath.  Nicely finished basement with Recreation Room and full bath.  New herringbone patio in private backyard
overlooking town owned woods.  Many updates thru-out.  Move right in!

515 Trinity Place, Westfield                                                                   $429,900
Sunny 2 Bedroom 2 full bath 3rd floor unit with hard wood floors and soaring ceilings featuring a great floorplan
including a Living Room w/wood burning fireplace; true Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/skylight and great counter
and cabinet space; Master Bedroom w/full bath; laundry; and 1 car heated garage space.  Many updates including
new hotwater heater, electronic thermostats and A/C units.  Convenient to town and NYC transportation.

17 N. Wickom Drive, Westfield                                                              $569,900
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 full bath home on nicely landscaped property featuring a sunny Living Room; extended
Formal Dining Room; nice size Eat In Kitchen; large first floor Family Room w/fireplace; Butlers Pantry; first
floor Laundry; Recreation Room and 1 car Garage.  Great location close to schools and Tamaques Park.

402 Donato Circle, Scotch Plains                                                           $499,900
Sunny 2 year young 3 Bedroom End Unit in the Reserve with over $30,000 in upgrades featuring an nicely
updated Kitchen w/stainless steal appliances; eating area; large Great Room; Master Suite w/full bath and
walk in closets.  Upgrades include custom lighting package and many hardwood floors!  Conveniently
located to Rt’s 22 and 78.

137 Belmar Terrace, Westfield                                                               $519,900
Cottage-style curb appeal makes a welcoming first impression, drawing you into this home.  Inside, you’ll find a
wonderful open plan Living/Dining Room with fireplace and French doors to new deck with gazebo, a beautiful
new Kitchen w/granite topped cherry cabinets, island and stainless steal appliances.  Large Master Bedroom w/
walk in closet.  A long list of recent improvements includes siding, windows, roof, cac, furnace, mahogany porch,
fresh paint and carpet.

521 Summit Avenue, Westfield                                                              $569,900
Excellent opportunity! Two family home on great residential street just a block from the train station. Each floor
offers a one bedroom apartment with high ceilings and vintage charm: Kitchen; Living Room; Dining area and
full bath.   Also, could easily be returned to a one family house with 3 Bedrooms, first floor Family Room.
Nestled on a deep lot with 2 car Garage.
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Scotch Plains
will require the services of an attorney
during 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, that
VINCENT K. LOUGHLIN, an attorney of
the State of New Jersey with the law firm
of Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin & Lane, P.C.,
located at 324 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07091, be appointed as Attor-
ney to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
the period of January 4, 2007 through
January 8, 2008.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as a “professional service” under
the provisions of the Local Public Con-
tracts Law aforesaid because said ser-
vices are of such a qualitative nature as
will not permit the receipt of competitive
bids due to the subjective difference in the
work product of such persons and the fact
that the ethical requirements of such pro-
fession will not permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Chairman and Secretary of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment are authorized to
execute said contract for professional ser-
vices.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Reso-
lution was duly adopted by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment at its meeting of
February 1, 2007

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/22/07, downloaded, and publicaly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A.27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration Contract, Region North 2007; Various Drainage Systems
on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties, 100% State
DP  NO: 07405

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51, the awarded bidder must provide a completed,
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR with fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/1/07, 2/8/07 and 2/15/07, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

2007 MEETING DATES

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates. Meetings at which
formal action will be taken are on the first
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council
Chambers on the following dates:

March 5, 2007
April 2, 2007
May 7, 2007
June 4, 2007
July 2, 2007

August 6, 2007
September 6, 2007 (see below)

October 1, 2007
November 8, 2007 (see below)

December 3, 2007
January 7, 2008
February 4, 2008

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

Please note the regular Planning Board
meetings for the months of January, Sep-
tember, and November 2007 will be held
on Thursday on the above dates and will
start the same time and place.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 2/8/07, The Leader Fee: $38.25

CORVETTE FOR SALE

Corvette 1980 yellow 2 drive
automatic, asking $13,000,
willing to negotiate, Serious
offers only. See in Cranford.

Call (908) 577-8251
For more info, see www.

goleader.com/c/07feb08-011.htm

HELP WANTED

Experienced Stylists needed
for local salon.

Salary plus commission.
Please call for interview

(908) 413-7653

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable lady will clean homes,
apartments and offices.

Good references and many
years experience.

Call Carmem (908) 687-7967.

HOUSE CLEANING

Professional, experienced,
reliable lady will clean your home
and office. Excellent references.
Call Cleide (973) 485-0451.

P/T FOR STUDENT

Dependable student (18+) with
clean license and car needed to
help busy Westfield household
with errands, kids activities and
home business. 3 days/wk
3pm-7pm flexible. Good pay for
right person. Must like dogs.

(908) 389-1970

AUTO FOR SALE

2004 Acura TL for sale.
Beautiful, in excellent condition
at Westfield with low mileage.

Call Donna (908) 233-9292 at work
or (908) 654-6514 home.
See more info at: www.

goleader.com/c/07feb08-010.htm

AFTERNOON SITTER WANTED

Responsible sitter needed for
3 kids, 2:45-7pm, M-F,

Westfield. Must have valid DL.
(973) 549-6380

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Linden - 2 Bed, 2 Family
No Pets, Heat included

$1,000/month
(908) 665-1967

APARTMENT FOR RENT

CLARK. Second floor unit of two-
family home, pristine condition,
spacious 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath,
Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, lovely
neighborhood, laundry on premises.
Offered at $1650 per month.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

CHILDCARE NEEDED

In my Westfield home. M-F 3-6
p.m., w/opp. for add’l hours &
full-time summer if desired.
Driver’s Lic & Car req. Ref’s req.
Call (917) 747-2262 lv msg

PART TIME HOUSE KEEPER

Must have car, speak English,
good references.

Please call (908) 233-8186

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top,
still in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $135 Kng $195

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM

HB, dresser, mirror,
chest & nitestand

Value $1500 sell $695
Call (732) 259-6690

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,

bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.

Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

PILATES INSTRUCTOR

CUSTOM FITNESS STUDIOS
Looking for a

Certified Pilates Instructor.
Lots of clientele.

Great Hourly wages and Benefits.
Experience - Certification

Full & Part Time
Positions Available

(908) 389-9600 Ask for Matt Davis

BEDROOM SET

Thomasville queen bed,
2 side column dressers + full
dresser, light bridge/mirror

headboard. Pale oak. $400.
Leave message (908) 403-7610.

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance

repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !

~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

GROUNDSKEEPER / PORTER

PT Groundskeeper for strip mall
in Westfield. Duties incl. sweeping,
trash pickup, light maint. Work
2 hrs/day, Mon - Fri morns $10/hr.
Must have NJ driver’s lic. Great
for retirees or 2nd job.
Call (973) 340-0755 or
fax resume to (973) 340-0855.

HELP WANTED

Coming to Westfield
102 E. Broad St.

FT/PT positions for kitchen, d/w,
baking,prep, cashier, and servers.
Join the team by applying in
person or fax resume to

(908) 686-2503 Attn: Wayne

FINE ART FOR SALE

Salvador Dali
lithographs and etchings
including Divine Comedy.

Call (908) 232-5749.

HOUSE FOR SALE

FANWOOD
Colonial updated 3 BR, 3 full baths,
new family rm, new fin bsmt, w/full
bath/lndry rm. Walk to train/park.
New kitchen w/granite & ceramic
tile, cherry cabs & SS appl. Fpl in
LR hrdwd floors throughout. New
large paver patio. Home theater.
Move right in. Sale by owner $569k

Call: (908) 889-7374
Email for pics:

g.puskar@comcast.net

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper, Part Time
9AM-1PM, Monday-Friday
Computerized Accounting,

Westfield location.
Please fax resume to

(908) 232-0520

BUILDER’S CLOSEOUT!

Choice of 7 custom built homes
by Buontempo Builders.
Immediate or Spring occupancy
available. For brochures and
appointment to see, contact

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

CARPETS

Mill direct, new end roll remnants
50 to 70% off retail store prices,
many sizes and colors up to
12 x 20. Must sell (908) 705-2535

AUTO FOR SALE

1993 Honda Accord
5 speed, AM/FM/CD, A/C,

Sunroof, 110K, Well maintained,
Excellent condition, $3400

(908) 301-0489

Winter Activities Announced
At Union County Parks

COUNTY — The public is invited
to visit the Union County Park System
to enjoy wintertime activities. Winter
sports such as cross-country skiing,
sledding and ice-skating are permitted
in several locations – weather, snow
and ice conditions permitting, accord-
ing to the county’s parks, recreation
and facilities department.

Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark
and the Watchung Reservation. There
is no location in the park system suit-
able for downhill skiing.

The “Summer Arts” concert area in
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, lo-
cated off Springfield Avenue, is the
only sanctioned site in the Union
County Park System for sledding.
Please note that toboggans, bobsleds
and other non-steerable devices are
discouraged at any time, for safety
reasons. Children should be super-
vised at all times. The park supervisor
may suspend sledding activities if there
is not enough snow on the hill or if
there are severe ice conditions.

Snowmobiles are strictly prohib-
ited. The park system is wooded and
sits in proximity to roadways and bod-
ies of water that can be hazardous to
sledders and snowboarders.

Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities as
the terrain of the course is considered
too hazardous for this use.
Snowboarding and sledding are also
prohibited at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge golf courses.

Options are available for ice-skat-
ing in natural areas. Lighted lake areas

include Warinanco Park Lake in
Roselle and Briant Park Lake in Sum-
mit. All areas are unattended and used
at the patrons’ own risk. Please ob-
serve all signs regarding ice condi-
tions.

Non-lighted skating areas are:
Warinanco Park Lagoon in Roselle;
Black Brook Park Lake in Kenilworth;
Nomahegan Park Lake in Cranford;
Milton Lake Park in Rahway; Rahway
River Park Lake in Rahway and the
extension lake and lagoon in Green
Brook Park in Plainfield. Signs an-
nouncing the suitability of any natural
area for skating will be posted. The
public is urged to observe any restric-
tions since these decisions are based
upon the lake’s ice thickness and other
safety concerns.

Ice hockey is permitted at desig-
nated skating areas at the discretion of
the Union County Police Department.
This decision is based upon the ratio of
ice hockey skaters and non-hockey
skaters proportionate to the size of the
skating area.

The Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities re-
serves the right to cancel winter sports
at any park at any time if the condi-
tions of the park are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.

For additional information regard-
ing winter sports, call (908) 527-4900
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. Information
can also be obtained by visiting
ucnj.org or calling the recorded mes-
sage at the Warinanco Skating Center
(908) 298-7850 and the Union County
Parks hotline at (908) 352-8410.

Brimming with quiet sophistication and casual elegance, this Colonial style four bedroom 
three & one half bath Split Level rests beautifully atop a picturesque knoll. The welcom-
ing foyer opens to the living room with fireplace & the formal dining room with bay win-
dow. The delightfully updated kitchen indulges the chef in you with granite counters, cen-
ter island, vaulted ceiling & a breakfast area with a wall of windows that looks out over 
the park like yard. Relax in the fire lit family room, ground floor den or the rec room. 
Equally as inviting are the lovely grounds punctuated by a deck, superb landscaping & a 
koi pond - all accessible from the kitchen. Presented for $ 1,150,000. Dir: Lawrence Ave-
nue to Barchester 
 

For additional information or to schedule your private tour call... 
 

 
 Betty Ann Keller                                                            
 Sales Associate    
 908-518-3770       
 
 

 

   Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

Kathy Collins 
Sales Associate 
908-233-1891 

93 Barchester Way, Westfield 

Open Sunday February 11, 1:00—4:00PM 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, February 21, 2007, at 7:30
P.M. in the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on the application of the undersigned.
The property in question is located at 174
Burns Way, Fanwood, New Jersey, also
known as Block 103, Lot 24, as shown on
the Fanwood Tax Map, and owned by
Matthew and Maryann Ziolkowski.

The applicant seeks a 2-lot Minor Subdi-
vision with bulk variances:

Lot Width: 75 feet required; 50 feet pro-
posed

One Side Yard: 15 feet required; 10 feet
proposed

Improvement Coverage: 35% permit-
ted; 39% proposed

Front Setback: 30 feet required; 25.6
feet existing; 24.5 feet proposed

The applicant will also seek such vari-
ance and other relief as may be deter-
mined necessary at the public hearing
based upon review of the application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (Tues. - Thurs., 9 AM
- 2 PM) from the Secretary of the Planning
Board at the Administration Office of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey. In accor-
dance with the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act, any person that might require
special needs should be in contact with
the Planning Board office during normal
business hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually or hearing impaired,
wheelchair bound, etc).

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
D. Villane Construction, LLC

Attorney for Applicant:
Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue, PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on February
21, 2007 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey in the lower
level meeting room, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 43 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey also known as Block 55, Lot
7, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map
owned by Parker & Parker, LLC.

The applicant requests permission to
add a second floor to the existing one story
building, which is in violation of the
Fanwood Land Use Code:

Section 184-160; Variance Requested:
Parking; Permitted: 25 spaces and no
front parking; Present: pre-existing 16 and
front parking variance; Proposed: 12
spaces and front yard parking variance
(pre-existing)

Section 184-118E (4); Variance Re-
quested: Side yard setback; Permitted: 5
feet; Present: pre-existing (.73 feet & 2.14
feet); Proposed: .73 feet & .5 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday – Friday) from the Secretary of
the Board at the Administration Office of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

All interested parties may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Parker & Parker, LLC

43 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Attorneys for Applicants:
Stanley Fink, Esq.
Fink Rosner Ershow-Levenberg, LLC
1093 Raritan Road, P.O. Box 858
Clark, New Jerset 07066
(732) 382-6070
1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak &
Stewart, P.C., 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960

 NATURE OF SERVICE: Continued
representation of Thomas E. Atkins, Mu-
nicipal Manager in the matter of Cassidy
v. Township of Scotch Plains, et al.

DURATION: Completion of  above.
AMOUNT: $7,500. billed at the hourly

rate of $225. for Richard Mariani, Esq.  and
$200. per hr. for any other support, and   to
be applied toward fees and costs for those
services, which shall be subject to the
approval  of the Township Attorney and
which are not covered by insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-2358-07
FILE NO. 13424-0157

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KELLY N. MITCHELL;

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker McCay P.A., plaintiff’s
attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln Drive
West, P.O. Box 974, Marlton, New Jersey
08053, an answer to the Complaint and
any Amendments thereof filed in a civil
action, in which Residential Mortgage So-
lutions, LLC, by Specialized Loan Servic-
ing, LLC, Attorney in Fact is the plaintiff,
and defendant is Kelly N. Mitchell, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, Union County and bear-
ing the Docket No. F-2358-07 within 35
days after Thursday, February 8, 2007,
exclusive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint and any Amendment(s). You
shall file an answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, 25 West
Market Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the
rules of civil practice and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling toll
free 800-792-8315. You may contact the
Lawyer Referral Service of the county in
which this action is pending by calling
(908) 353-4715. If you cannot afford an
attorney, you may communicate with the
Legal Services office of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
May 8, 2006, made by James A. Percell,
Jr. and Kelly Percell as mortgagor and
payable to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) solely as nomi-
nee for FCC Commercial Mortgage Fi-
nance DBA Fremont Mortgage, as mort-
gagee, recorded on June 14, 2006 in the
Union County Clerk’s Office in Mortgage
Book 11731, page 106. The property be-
ing foreclosed is commonly known as 22
East 17th Street, Linden, New Jersey.

YOU, KELLY N. MITCHELL, have been
made a defendant for any interest you
may have in the subject premises by rea-
son of a Judgment (J-00200138-1997)
entered in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey on April 3, 1997 against James A.
Percell in the amount of $1200.00, and for
any right, title, claim, or interest you may
have in, to, or against said mortgage pre-
mises. Said judgment remains unsatisfied
of record and may be a lien against the
premises being foreclosed herein.
Dated: January 31, 2007

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PARKER McCAY P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West, P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053-0974
1 T - 2/8/07, The Leader Fee: $63.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with J.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2007 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5
MONDAY, MARCH 5
MONDAY, APRIL 9
MONDAY, MAY 7
MONDAY, JUNE 4
MONDAY, JULY 9

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
MONDAY, OCTOBER 1

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3

1 T - 2/8/07, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Mountainside PTA Pancake
Breakfast Is Stacks of Fun

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTER UP...Bob Perasso was one of the many dads in the kitchen at the Deerfield
School flipping flapjacks at the Mountainside PTA Annual Pancake Breakfast.

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In this carb-
counting world, planning a pancake
breakfast can be as sticky as maple
syrup. That hasn’t stopped the
Mountainside PTA from continuing
the tradition of hosting one of its most
popular winter fundraisers. Postponed
because of snow on only a handful of
occasions, the breakfast brings the
entire community together, and this is
one event that isn’t all about the food.

Consider the “service with a smile”
patrons receive from members of both
the Girl and Boy Scouts while they
bring breakfast to tables of families
seated among friends and neighbors.
The smiles are real, and the kids are
there because they want to be, not
because they have to be, although
there is some vested interest for some
of the scouts.

Working towards their Bronze
Award, for which they will receive a
badge for community service, were
several members of Girl Scout Troop
855, including one environmentally
conscious 10-year-old, Carolyn Pinto.
Carolyn, a fifth grader at Deerfield
Middle School, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “All the plastic mate-
rials used for the event will be re-
cycled.”

Carolyn noted that her troop, along
with Boy Scouts Liam Christoffer
and David Jennings, were also re-
sponsible for the cleanup afterwards.

But some girls, like Katie
McLaughlin, just want to have fun.
She told the newspaper she hasn’t
exactly ruled out the possibility of
being part of a professional wait staff
one day. Katie said, “It’s fun to serve
people.”

Any mishaps at the event? The girls
giggled in unison and the pair re-
ported that they “almost” dropped
something a few times, but made good
recoveries.

Katie reported she also almost
spilled something, but noted, “it was
only my mom.” Thankfully, “almost”
doesn’t count. Just in case, the troop
was given a safety drill before the
event in order to live up to its motto of
“being prepared” in case of a burn or
choking incident.

And for girls, isn’t it always about the
clothes? Carolyn remarked she was
happy to wear an item from her uni-
form, noting, “I’m proud to wear the
shirt, and what it represents. Whenever
I wear it, it tells people that I’m a Girl
Scout, and I’m really proud of that.”

“The Girl Scouts do a lot more than
serve people at pancake breakfasts,”
said fellow scout member Lauren Nagel.
She told the newspaper that commu-
nity members might be interested in
checking out their showcase at the
Mountainside Free Public Library.

The showcase houses crafts they
have made and highlights the other
service projects they are involved in
throughout the year.

But what about the food? Vicki’s
Diner of Westfield donated the batter.
That’s a lot of batter for hundreds of
hungry Mountainsiders. Say you’re
not a fan of flapjacks, or you don’t eat
sausage? Then have a bagel. Not just
any bagel – a Manhattan bagel.

And would you like fruit with that?
Gary Whyte of Bonita Fruit, and Frank
Garguilo and Son Produce, Inc. do-
nated crates of oranges and bananas,
as well as whole pineapples, which
did double duty as centerpieces.

And no centerpiece would be com-
plete without just the right mix of
balloons and flowers. Thanks to Dana
Kline of Party Designs and Christoffers
Flowers and Sanguiliano Garden Cen-
ter, some lucky patrons went home
with more than a full stomach.

Who doesn’t like to win something
just for showing up? There were gift
certificates from Toyland of Cranford,
Bowcraft Amusement Park, Famous
Dave’s, Scoops and Uncle Mike’s;
coin banks from Chiquito’s Children’s
Store and slurpees, naturally, from
the Mountainside 7-11.

The Mountainside Deli, Kings of
Garwood, Stop and Shop of Watchung,
ShopRite of Garwood, BJ’s Whole-
sale Club, Costco, McDonald’s of
Garwood and Scotch Plains and the
Echo Queen Diner also donated nec-
essary staples such as milk, sugar,
maple syrup and paper goods.

Now to the people part, because
that’s really what it’s all about.

Thanks to Sigrid Patsch, there wasn’t
even a problem with leftovers. Mrs.
Patsch, who is known for her active role
in the volunteer community, arrived at
the end of the event to bring leftover food
to the members of St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center in Elizabeth.

PTA Co-Chairwomen Berri
Duswalt and Stacy Nick, whose hus-
bands both got roped into kitchen
duty, noted that there were approxi-
mately 30 more volunteers who
pitched in an hour or two to man the
stations.

The outpouring of support from
the local businesses that made such
generous contributions also over-
whelmed the chairwomen. Thanks to
them, costs were kept to a minimum,
and all the profits will directly sup-
port the PTA’s work in both the
Beechwood and Deerfield schools.

Without Ms. Duswalt and Ms. Nick,
there wouldn’t be a PTA pancake
breakfast. Well, there would be, but
with different chair persone. Maybe
it could be you next year. Just think
about the fringe benefits of volun-
teering – wouldn’t it be worth it just
to watch a bunch of men cook?

Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE is herby given that on Wednes-
day, February 21, 2007, at 7:30 P.M. in the
lower level meeting room of Borough Hall
of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Fanwood Planning Board will hold a
public for major subdivision approval for
Woodcliff, Inc., 7 Beverly Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as
Block 4, Lot 7. No variances are requested
from the Land Use Ordinance of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood. This conforming appli-
cation seeks approval to convert 1 lot into
4 lots.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the Administration
Offices of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey. In accordance with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, any person that might
require special needs should be in contact
with the Planning Board office during nor-
mal business hours so that their needs
may be addresses (visually or hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth

328 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Attorney for: Woodcliff, Inc.
1 T - 2/8/07, The Times Fee: $37.23

Musical Club Presents
Valentine’s Concert

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a concert on
Valentine’s Day, Wednesday, Febru-
ary 14, at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street.

Featured on the program will be
music for solo piano, a trio of flute,
oboe and piano, a vocal duo, and or-
gan. Organist Marie-Danièle Mercier
will perform “Fantasie and Fugue in
Bb Major” by Alexandre P. F. Boely, a
French composer of the 19th century.

She will also perform “Pastorale”
by Auguste Gurand. The work has the
subtitle “Annette and Lubin,” named
after a famous pair of lovers from
18th-Century Belgium.

Flutist Jenny Cline, oboist Paul
Gordon and pianist Mary Beth McFall
will perform the “Trio for Flute, Oboe

and Piano” by English composer
Madeleine Dring.

Soprano Nancy Deutsch will per-
form “Always through the changing”
from the opera The Ballad of Baby
Doe by American composer Douglas
Moore. She will be joined by bass-
baritone Blucher Cooper to perform
“Là ci darem la mano!” from Mozart’s
Don Giovanni, and “Dirait-on” by
Maurice Lauridsen. Pianist John
Blasdale will perform the Arietta from
Beethoven’s “Piano Sonata No. 32 in
C minor, Opus 111.”

The chairwoman for the program is
Clarissa Nolde, and hospitality will be
provided by the club’s hospitality com-
mittee, chaired by May Furstner, Edna
Borchers and Maryann Dolling.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers.

Anyone wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield as a performer or associate
member may call the membership
chairman at (908) 232-2173.

Gil Arbitsman Makes
Drew Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Gil Arbitsman has
earned dean’s list honors at Drew
University in Madison with a 4.0 GPA
for the fall 2006 semester.

An economics major, Gil is a se-
nior and is captain of the Drew men’s
lacrosse team. He is a 2003 graduate
of Westfield High School and the son
of Sheraine and Yossi Arbitsman of
Westfield.

Gil is a member of Phi Beta Kappa
and Omicron Delta Epsilon honor
societies and will graduate summa
cum laude in May.

Local Students Earn
WH Honor Roll Status
AREA – Upper School Head Rhona

Eserner at Wardlaw-Hartridge in Edison
announced the Second Quarter Honor
Roll for the 2006-2007 academic year.

Students listed with an asterisk have
earned Honor Roll with Distinction
for both first and second quarter:

12th Grade
Michael Mietlicki –SCOTCH PLAINS

Alyssa Torpey – SCOTCH PLAINS

11th Grade
Jordan Neuhauser –SCOTCH PLAINS

Cari Rosoff – SCOTCH PLAINS
Alice Ren – WESTFIELD **

10th Grade
Chrys George –WESTFIELD

Sahil Zubair – SCOTCH PLAINS
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Poets Celebrate Black
History Month in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading in cel-
ebration of Black History Month on
Tuesday, February 13, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road
(off North Martine Avenue) adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The featured readers will be Gwen
Samuels and Gretna Wilkinson. A
long-time resident of Rahway, Ms.
Samuels has been a public school
teacher for 22 years. She also works
as a court interpreter and translator.
Ms. Samuels’ poetry is the voice of an
African-American woman speaking
of families, racism, pain and healing.

She writes with particular love for
the South because she has her roots
there. Her poetry has won awards in
the annual Allen Ginsberg Poetry
Contest and the Fanny Wood Poetry
Contest. She also received an Editor’s
Choice award from the Paterson Lit-
erary Review.

Her poems have appeared in sev-
eral Cave Canem Anthologies and
she has been a Cave Canem Fellow

twice. Ms. Sammuels is also a Japan
Fulbright Memorial Fund Scholar and
traveled to Japan in November 2006.

Born and raised in Guyana, South
America, Ms. Wilkinson speaks to
issues of human suffering, political
and social commentary, children’s
issues and aspects of Guyanese cul-
ture.

She gives several performances
each year and teaches at Red Bank
Regional High School. As a
Guyanese-American, she specializes
in African-American Literature and
wrote her doctoral dissertation on the
works of Gwendolyn Brooks, the first
Black woman to win the Pulitzer Prize
in Poetry. Ms. Wilkinson’s poetry col-
lection, “Shhh...I’m Thinking” was
published by Hummingbird Publica-
tions in 1996.

The Carriage House reading is free
to the public. An open mic will fol-
low the featured performance, and
all are encouraged to bring a poem
and join in the reading. For informa-
tion, call (908) 889-7223 or (908)
889-5298.

SP-F Music Hosts
Day of Percussion

SCOTCH PLAINS – Percussion
students and enthusiasts are encour-
aged to attend a Day of Percussion on
Saturday, February 10, as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) music depart-
ment will host the event in the Maya
Ungar Auditorium at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

From 11 a.m. until 5 p.m., they can
experience the world of percussion
through clinics and performances
given by some of the area’s premier
percussionists. This is an opportunity
for area students (and their parents)
to experience the latest merchandise
and techniques available in the per-
cussive field.

Joe Bergamini, master drum set
player, author and Broadway per-
former and Dennis DeLucia, Drum
Corps International Hall of Famer,
percussion arranger/instructor for the
Bayonne Bridgemen Drums Corps
and a nationally known percussion
educator and judge, will give clinics.

Representatives from premier per-
cussion companies (Zildjian,
Gibralter, Mike Malter Mallets and
Vic Firth) will be on hand to show off
their latest equipment.

The SPFHS Percussion Ensembles
and the Terrill Middle School Percus-
sion Ensemble will give perfor-
mances. Admission is $5 (SP-F stu-
dents will enjoy free admission by
showing their high school ID card)
for a day of musical instruction and
enjoyment.

COVER GIRL…On October 14, 2006, the Central Park Conservancy and
Central Park PAWS held the fifth annual My Dog Loves Central Park. “Bark in
the Park,” the first-ever Central Park dog calendar was introduced. Each month
features a different dog in a favorite park setting. Anna, a Jack Russell terrier
owned by Edward Hendrzak Jr., formerly of Westfield, was chosen for the cover
and also “Miss September.” Ed is a graduate of Westfield High School and lives
on the Upper West Side of Manhattan.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

CRANFORD – “What terrifies one
generation is likely to bring only a
puzzled smile to the next,” wrote
Arthur Miller about his play, The
Crucible.

In the case of Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) Community Theater’s
production of that play on opening
night last Friday, however, the eclec-
tic audience was able to appreciate
the allegorical levels without know-
ing the history.

Set in Salem, Mass. in 1692, over-
zealous Puritans ran amuck by hang-
ing people based on witchcraft alle-
gations from hysterical teenage girls’
vengeance.

The Puritans’ hunt for supposed
witches is a parallel to the hunt for
Communists in the late 1940s and
50s amid the Red Scare hysteria fu-
eled by Senator Joseph McCarthy.

John Proctor (Chris Gibbons) and
wife Elizabeth (Tracey Randinelli)
have turned out their hired girl Abigail
Williams (Dana Vigliotti) because
John has committed adultery with
her.

When the local minister, Reverend
Parris (Kevin Kessler), catches young
girls in the woods dancing and con-
juring dead spirits with voodoo men-
tor Tituba (Zhenia Bemko), the girls
develop an array of physical ailments
that make the town suspect witch-
craft.

The more the officials search for
truth, the more the officials them-
selves and the young witnesses grow
in self-importance and stature in the
community.

Reverend Hale, played marvelously
by Rick Brown, emotes anguish when
he recognizes the girls’ charade and
tries to right the colossal wrong.

Miller himself articulated the play’s
intended theme: “That John Proctor
the sinner might overturn his paralyz-
ing personal guilt and become the
most forthright voice against the mad-
ness about him was a
reassurance…and an inspiration.”

Mr. Gibbons, as John, is especially
moving in the last scene, where he
fights for the dignity and legacy of his
name.

The Crucible at Cranford
Dramatic Club Brings Chills
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Ms. Randinelli handles her role
as Elizabeth with depth and sensi-
tivity, as does Ms. Vigliotti as the
complex, conniving, delusional
Abigail who honestly believes John
loves her.

A young actress, Miss Bemko’s
accent and portrayal of Tituba is cred-
ible and memorable.

Fellow high school student Corrine
Chandler, as Mary Warren, is a natu-
ral talent in eliciting pathos and em-
pathy. She’s a talent to watch.

I only wish Judge Hathorne (Marc
Chandler) and Reverend Hale (Mr.
Brown) had larger roles, for they com-
mand the stage every time they speak.

Comic counterpoint is played well
by Bob Pels, whose Giles Corey is
just sarcastic and cantankerous
enough. The audience can just pic-
ture him saying defiantly to his mur-
derers, “More weight.”

Co-directors Michael Marcus and
Sandi Pels propel the pace of this
inspirational work to the max. There
isn’t a dropped beat throughout.

An efficient, functional wood frame
set by Terry Schultz and Jim Ruff
outlines walls and gables of the
houses, the anteroom of the court-
room and the jail.

Producer Judi Chandler’s superior
touches in set decoration with au-
thentic looking furniture help to em-
body the Puritan lifestyle.

CDC Community Theater always
boasts solid costuming and this pro-
duction, with clean lines and atten-
tion to detail, is a testament to that
reputation.

Thanks to proper vocal projection
of the actors and sound design by Ella
and Bill Chamis, not a line is missed.

A crucible, according to Webster,
is “a severe test, or a pot of a very
refractory material used for holding a
substance for treatment in a process
that requires a high degree of heat.”

Both definitions work in CDC
Community Theater’s version.

The Crucible is a story about power
and how a spotlight can cause people
to say and do irrational things to keep
the light on them.

Whether the play is about people
from 1690 or 1950, its relevance to
today’s world is pretty scary.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There are many foods considered
to be aphrodisiacs for many different
reasons.

Some because they are said to in-
crease romantic feelings, while oth-
ers are believed to actually alter physi-
ology and some simply because of
their physical appearance.

Named for the Greek goddess of
love and beauty, Aphrodite, the list of
foods considered to be aphrodisiacs
includes, but is not limited to the
following: oysters, almonds, fennel,
walnuts, bananas, carrots, coffee,
garlic, ginger, honey, mustard, wine
and chocolate.

Aphrodite is said to be born of the
sea and that is why many types of
seafood and oysters, in particular, are
believed to be aphrodisiacs. It is im-
portant to realize that some of these
foods deemed to stimulate romance
were identified by ancient Greeks
from the first century A.D. and others
from Greek mythology.

Whether myth or folklore, many
people today believe that these foods
do have an amorous effect.

Lovers of all ages will celebrate
Valentine’s Day next Wednesday with
roses and hearts filled with choco-
lates. Victoria’s Secret, usually fre-
quented by women, will be filled with
male shoppers buying heart-adorned
lingerie for their sweethearts.

Many will celebrate with a dinner
out in one of our many romantic res-
taurants. But some won’t feel like
dealing with reservations and prix
fixe menus and so will opt to enjoy a
home-cooked romantic meal. Here is
a menu comprised of many aphrodi-
siacs that are sure to entice your ro-
mantic interest.

CHEESE CAKE
WITH KISSES

Pie Crust Ingredients
6 tablespoons butter (melted)
2 boxes Bonne Maman Almond Tartlets (4.93
oz) crushed *

PROCEDURE
Place the tarts in a heavy plastic bag and

beat with a mallet or heavy spoon until pulver-
ized. Pour the crumbs into a bowl. Add the
melted butter. Spray a 9 1/2-inch round pie
dish with cooking spray. Flatten the crumb
mixture into the pie dish and around the sides.
Chill for 1 hour.

Cheese Cake Ingredients
1 cup sugar
4 eggs, separated
1 cup sour cream
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3 tablespoons flour
¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup sugar, divided
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 teaspoon cream of tartar
Pinch of cinnamon
1 pound cream cheese, softened
1 bag Hershey’s kisses (approximately 25)

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Beat the

egg yolks with an electric mixer until they are
thick. Add the sour cream, flour, salt, ¾ cup of
the sugar, vanilla, cream of tartar and pinch of
cinnamon and beat until blended. Add the
cream cheese and continue blending until
smooth. In a separate bowl, beat the egg whites
until they are foamy and fold in the remaining
¼ cup of sugar. Beat well and add to the cream
cheese mixture. Pour into the crust and bake
for 1 hour. Cool and then chill in the refrigera-
tor for at least 1 hour. Decorate with kisses by
arranging in circles from the outside in.

*Bon Maman Tartlets can be found in the
imported cookie section of the market.

CREAMY
OYSTER DIP

Ingredients
¾ cup sliced almonds
2 tablespoons butter
1 container (8 ounces) whipped cream cheese
1 bunch scallions (about 5 or 6 stalks), cleaned,
trimmed and diced
2 tablespoons horseradish cream
1-1/2 tablespoons half and half or cream
¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
1 can (8 ounces) oysters, drained and finely
chopped

PROCEDURE
Sauté the almonds and white part of the

scallions, reserving the green, with the butter
in a frying pan. Scoop the cream cheese into a
bowl. Add the almonds, sautéed scallions and
diced green scallions. Stir until blended. Add
the horseradish cream, half and half, red pep-
per and oysters. Mix well. Place in an oven safe
baking dish and bake at 350 degrees for 25
minutes or until hot and bubbly. Serve with
chips or crackers.

VEAL MEDALLIONS IN
WHITE WINE

Ingredients
1 small onion
1 fennel bulb, chopped
3 large garlic cloves, sliced
Canola oil
Flour for dredging
1 pound thinly sliced veal medallions
½ glass white wine
3 tablespoons water
2 bay leaves

PROCEDURE
In a large skillet, sauté the onion, fennel and

garlic in oil. Dredge the veal medallions in
flour. When onion mixture is browned, re-
move from heat and place veal in skillet with a
little oil. Cook on both sides for 2 minutes each.
Add the onion mixture and pour on the wine
and water. Add the bay leaves. Cover and
simmer for 20 minutes. Serve with rice or
pasta.

Cheese Cake with Kisses

Creamy Oyster Dip

Community Center
Hosts Jazz Nite

WESTFIELD – Jazz, considered
one of America’s classical forms of
music, was invented in the 1900s.

Some local jazz musicians, includ-
ing New Horizons of Plainfield, will
perform at the Westfield Community
Center located at 558 West Broad Street
in Westfield on Friday, February 23,
from 8 p.m. to midnight. Tickets are
$20 in advance, $25 at the door.

Such greats, like Duke Ellington,
Charlie Parker, Louis Armstrong and
Ella Fitzgerald, have been an influ-
ence to many jazz musicians today.

For more information regarding the
event, contact the Westfield Commu-
nity Center at (908) 232-4759 or e-
mail westfieldcomctr@aol.com.

WF Photographer Exhibits
At ‘Grounds for Sculpture’

WESTFIELD –Westfield photog-
rapher Andrea Ewald is among the
artists whose photo-
graphs were selected
to be part of “Focus
on Sculpture,” a
juried photography
exhibit with the com-
mon theme of sculp-
ture at “Grounds for
Sculpture” in
Hamilton.

The exhibit is
comprised of 27 pho-
tographs (by 24 pho-
tographers) that were
chosen from more
than 200 entries. The
images are on dis-
play on the mezza-
nine level of the Do-
mestic Arts Building
through April 29.

A native of Germany, Ms. Ewald

has lived in Westfield for the past six
years. Her interest in photography

goes back a long
time, but she did not
get serious about do-
ing something with
her talent until a year
and a half ago.

“What attracts me
most of all when
looking at the world
in general and when
photographing in
particular is color
and light,” she said.

A lot of her work
is abstract and she
loves to take the ab-
straction to a point
where the photo-
graphed object is no
longer recognizable

and the resulting photo is all about
color, shape and texture.

She previously exhibited her pho-
tographs at the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter, the Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital in Mountainside, the New Provi-
dence Memorial Library, the Library
of the Chathams, the Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey in Summit, the Arts
Guild of Rahway and the Freehold-
ers’ Gallery in Elizabeth.

Grounds For Sculpture, a 35-acre
sculpture park, is located at 18 Fair-
grounds Road. Hours are Tuesday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. For directions, call (609) 586-
0616 or visit groundsforsculpture.org/
direct.htm.

Ewald- Bathing In Color

Jazz Band Debuts
At Music Studio Recital

WESTFIELD – The debut perfor-
mance of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA) Jazz Band will
be featured at the Sunday, February
11, Music Studio recital, which will
be held at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary of
Redeemer Lutheran Church on
Cowperthwaithe Place in Westfield.

Directed by Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
NJWA, the 12-member band is com-
posed of both students and adults. At
this performance, they will play the
following selections:
“Woodchopper’s Ball” by Joe Bishop
and Woody Herman, “La Bamba” by
Ritchie Valens, “Tuxedo Junction”
by Bobby Feyne, “At the Hop” by
Arthur Singer” and “Rock Around
the Clock” by Jimmy DeKnight.

Student recitalists of Mr.
Schlosberg, who range in age from 3-
years-old to adults, will perform on
the violin, viola, cello, string bass,
trumpet, French horn and piano. All
NJWA recitals are free and open to
the public.

The Music Studio is a division of
the NJWA. For information on the
Music Studio, or any NJWA program,
call (908) 789-9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

Director/writer Joe Carnahan’s Smokin’
Aces isn’t the most vicious film in recent
memory. But it certainly deserves honor-
able mention.

Problem is, while the big-screen ren-
dition of typical video game violence
will please viewers who’ll take their blood
and guts wherever they can find it, this
F.B.I. vs. Mafia massacre is sadistic to a
fault.

Its precision in showcasing all manner
of murder and mayhem is a contradiction
in terms. Pandemonium was never so
studiously etched.

Since we’re in the theatre anyway,
we’re anxious to see who will remain
standing at movie’s end. But the sheer
outlandishness of Carnahan’s attempts
to one-up himself from one scene to the
next soon becomes the self-indulgent
shoot-em-up’s main attraction.

Just when you think he’s brought wick-
edness to a new nadir, Carnahan gives the
bad behavior knob yet one more tweak.
And while we suspect that the filmmaker
sees his work as devilishly glib, those
who require a bit of art with their total
moral chaos will find Smokin’ Aces in-
creasingly gruesome and reprehensibly
sad.

For this isn’t art, but rather the science
of cinema carnage. And Mr. Carnahan
has mastered some of the equations and
formulas necessary to manufacturing the
gratuitous stuff. Whether there’s any pur-
pose to it beyond that is a matter for
conjecture.

As with any war, feud or, in this case,
covert operation, there’s always plenty of
justification at the outset. Here, it’s the
F.B.I’s stated intention to keep the mob
from rubbing out lounge magician-
turned-Mafia favorite, Buddy “Aces” Is-
rael (Jeremy Piven).

He’s the only one whose promised
testimony can put away kingpin Primo
Sparazza (Joseph Ruskin). And the boys
have learned of the immunity deal their
little magical mascot has cooked up with
the Feds.

So it comes as no surprise that the Cosa
Nostra has begun the search process for
a hit man to end Buddy’s disloyal sleight
of hand. The benefits are good. You’ll get
to kill all sorts of innocent as well as not-
so-innocent folks along the way. The
compensation? One million dollars.
Hmm, you’d think it would be more.

Though the wise guys place no ad in
Modern Assassin, word of the opportu-
nity spreads. It’s the Super Bowl of bump
offs. Do this job and other assignments
will follow. It’s a second home in the
country, private schools for the kids,
maybe even a golden retriever to keep the

Smokin’ Aces: Dealt From
The Bottom of the Deck

Yorkie company.
Here, Carnahan at least shows some

wit and a bit of inspired writing. His over-
the-top creation and introduction of the
most motley group of professional hit
men and women, all vying for the honor
of dispatching Buddy “Aces” Israel, is a
veritable exercise in outrageousness.

They are a rogues’ gallery of immoral-
ity, imported from some terrible night-
mare. It only figures that an internecine
war ensues among them.

There’s Lazlo Soot (Tommy Flanagan),
master of disguise; Pasquale Acosta
(Nestor Carbonell), a specialist in torture
who once chewed off his own fingertips
so he couldn’t be ID’d; a jabbering les-
bian pair (Alicia Keys and Taraji P.
Henson) looking to make the big time;
the ever-so-mysterious Swede (Vladimir
Kulich), official hit man of record, and
last but certainly not least, the Tremor
Brothers: Darwin (Chris Pine), Jeeves
(Kevin Durand) and Lester (Maury Ster-
ling).

The chainsaw-toting trio, who could
easily round out a Who’s Who in Bed-
lam, are each an insane amalgam of neo-
Nazi, Kiss band member and profes-
sional wrestler. They’re also a micro-
cosm of everything that’s good and bad
about this film.

When it works, which is seldom,
“Smokin’ Aces” asks the question, “How
may I abash you? Let me count the ways,”
but without implying that the viewer in
the least approves of the hideous goings-
on.

Yet, for the most part, the sheer nihil-
ism for nihilism’s sake is uncontained
and, therefore, naughtily sanctioned.
We’re better than that, and would just as
soon not be placed on the list of patrons.

Instead of the truly inventive, Quentin
Tarantino sort of anarchy that he doubt-
less attempts to emulate, Carnahan in-
undates the dubious doings with a
kitchen sink’s worth of wholesale butch-
ery. All of which prompts the thinking
viewer to question, how many killings
before a supposed action film is really
just a regressive inclination to wallow in
the mire?

Sure, there are a few creative compo-
nents, and Mr. Piven’s fine performance
as the anguished, strung-out magician
should prove important to his career. But
if you’re counting on Smokin’ Aces for
anything more than questionably vicari-
ous thrills, it’s just not in the cards, no
matter how you shuffle them.

* * * *
Smokin’ Aces, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Joe Carnahan
and stars Jeremy Piven, Ryan Reynolds
and Alicia Keys. Running time: 109 min-
utes.

Spider Publishes
WF Child’s Work

WESTFIELD – Artwork by Eliza-
beth Caperella, 6, of Westfield, has
been selected for publication in Spi-
der magazine. In November, readers
were asked to submit a picture of a
cat. Elizabeth’s artwork appears on
the “Spider’s Corner” page of the
February issue.

Spider, the magazine for kids ages
6 to 9, features the best short stories,
poems, articles, multicultural features
and activities by children’s authors
and is illustrated by artists from here
and abroad.

Each month, readers are invited
to submit original artwork or writ-
ings on a specific theme to “Spider’s
Corner,” with 700 to 800 entries
coming in worldwide. Winning se-
lections are published in the maga-
zine and on cricketmag.com/
spider.htm.

Starbucks Hosts Singer,
Songwriter Jacobsen
WESTFIELD – Singer/

songwriter David Jacobsen will per-
form at the Westfield Starbucks on
Central Avenue on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 22.

Mr. Jacobsen will perform solo
from 8 to 10 p.m. To contact the
business, call (908) 789-8424. No
cover will be charged. Mr. Jacobsen
(davidwj.com) performs acoustic
songs, mixing humorous social com-
mentary and melancholy reflection.

‘BeauTEA’ Combats
Violence Against Women
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The directors
and cast of V-Day Summit 2007’s
production of The Vagina Monologues
recently held a benefit tea and silent
auction at the Grand Summit Hotel in
Summit.

More than 100 people attended the
“beauTEA,” which raised $3,000 for
YWCA Eastern Union County’s pro-
grams to combat violence against
women.

The money raised is specifically
designated for a women’s shelter, ac-
cording to Jennifer Vriens, the
YWCA’s director of development,
who spoke at the ‘beautTEA.”

Attendees of the “beauTEA” also
participated in a silent auction of
women-themed art. More than 50
pieces were purchased.

The Vagina Monologues director and
producer, Noelle Tate, a Mountainside
resident, her assistant director, Kate
Gombas, and the production’s full cast
organized the “beautTea.”

Ms. Tate, a graduate of Muhlenberg
College with a degree in theatre, is
also the official organizer of V-Day
Summit 2007, a local component to
the globally recognized “V-Day”
(Wednesday, February 14), estab-
lished in 1998 to call attention to
violence against women.

Each year, the initiative calls upon
volunteers to perform The Vagina
Monologues, an Obie-winning play
by Eve Ensler, in an effort to cel-
ebrate women, raise the public’s
awareness of violence against them
and fundraise to support the fight
against the violence targeted at them.

Ms. Tate’s production of The Va-
gina Monologues will be held at 7:30
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, Febru-
ary 16 and 17, at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey, located at 68
Elm Street in Summit.

Proceeds from the production will
also go to YWCA Eastern Union
County.

Tickets are $15 and reservations can
be made by calling Ms. Tate at (908)
273-9121, extension 13. For more in-
formation, visit noelletate.com/vday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Jesse Hershkowitz- Urbalist
myriad of drugs as an outpatient at
Sloan; on three occasions, the reac-
tions were so severe, he had to be
admitted for a week’s stay or longer.

According to Ms. Linder, “There
were times when his mouth was so
full of sores he could barely swallow
food or drink. Then, when he took
pain meds, he’d get nauseous, so
they’d give him anti-nausea meds,
which would make him hallucinate.”
He made the recordings between treat-
ments, after the worst effects of the
drugs had subsided. Urbalist re-
marked, “Hip hop saved my life.”

If he could take it all back, would he?
Urbalist said, “No. Because I’m fine
now. I also learned a lot about life through
the process and how much pain I could
take. Without that, the album would
never have been written or recorded.”

According to his website,
myspace.com/urbr iski ta l l rep ,
Urbalist intends to market the album

as a fund-raising tool for Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.

“Hip Hop and lyricism have al-
ways been how I express myself.
Many of today’s youth and younger
adults relate to hip-hop and urban
culture more than anything else.

“It’s an untapped resource for creat-
ing consciousness about the need for
cancer research and fundraising. It’s
also an opportunity to bring this issue
into the light using a medium which is
popular worldwide and influences
millions of people,” he added.

What’s next for the artist known as
Urbalist? “I’m finished with my
chemo, and just have a couple of
doctors appointments left here to go
to, and then I’ll have ongoing check-
ups of course; but at the end of Febru-
ary I intend to pack up, go back to
Atlanta and start getting my CDs into
the right hands.”

Godspeed.
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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Saturday February 10 at 8PM
 The Presbyterian Church 
  in Westfield
Tickets: $60, $30
FOR TICKETS: CALL 908 232 9400
EMAIL wso@westfieldsymphony.org
OR VISIT OUR TICKET OUTLETS:
FASTFRAME: Quimby St. Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS: Cranford

DEBUSSY Prelude to Afternoon of a Faun
  ZHOU LONG Poems of Tang featuring Shanghai String Quartet  

MOZART Symphony No. 40, G Minor, K.550  

VALENTINE 
ASIAN STYLE

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom Framing
Design Consultation & Creative  Matting

Needlepoint • Mirrors

Box Framing • Shadow Boxes for  Memorabilia

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street, Westfield   908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com
Filmmakers Brings Best
Of Festival Circuit to NJ

MOUNTAINSIDE –Starting Febru-
ary 26, Filmmakers Symposium will
run for 12 weeks in New Jersey at AMC
Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall. This series has hosted
1,162 movie premieres with 765 live
guest appearances over the past 16 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said Sym-
posium director Chuck Rose. “Won-
derful surprises and fantastic celebri-
ties can pop up out of nowhere, so I
try to keep the schedule as fluid as
possible. In the past two years, we
premiered 91 films, which later earned
a total of 38 Oscar, 44 British Acad-
emy, 39 Golden Globe, and 31 Euro-
pean Film Award nominations.”

Oscar winners and nominees Danny

Aiello, Alan Arkin, James Cromwell,
Frank Darabont, Ethan Hawke, Jean-
Pierre Jeunet, John Sayles, Marc
Shaiman, Howard Shore and David
Strathairn have joined Dylan Baker,
Al Franken, Famke Janssen, Delroy
Lindo, Derek Luke, David Morse,
Viggo Mortensen, Connie Nielsen and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
Symposium participants.

Mr. Rose added, “Last fall, well in
advance of public release, we pre-
viewed Academy Award nominees
Pan’s Labyrinth, Jesus Camp and
Little Children, highlighted by a fas-
cinating discussion with
screenwriting nominee Tom Perrotta.
In the spring, we previewed Oscar
nominee Water with its captivating
star, Lisa Ray joining us.”

Among the many films under con-
sideration for the upcoming session
are: Away From Her with Julie
Christie, Gordon Pinsent, director
Sarah Polley; Gracie with Elisabeth
Shue, Dermot Mulroney, director
Davis Guggenheim; The TV Set with
David Duchovny, Sigourney Weaver,
director Jake Kasdan; and Paris Je
T’aime directed by Ethan and Joel
Coen, Alfonso Cuaron, Alexander
Payne, Walter Salles and Tom Tykwer.

For information or to register, call
1-800-531-9416 or visit
PrivateScreenings.org

The series is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $166 for
six weeks or $299 for 12 weeks. Dis-
counts will be available for registra-
tions made by Monday, February 12.

Shanghai String Quartet
To Perform with Symphony
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-

ruary 10, at 8 p.m., at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, the Westfield
Symphony (WSO) will present Val-
entine – Asian style, an eclectic mix
of dance, romance, creativity and
unbridled energy, all from masters
spanning four centuries of musical
tradition.

This program includes Strauss
“Waltzes,” Debussy’s scandalous “Pre-
lude to Afternoon of a Faun,” Zhou
Long’s “Poems From Tang” and cul-
minates in Mozart’s passionate “Sym-
phony No. 40,” with its almost univer-
sal language of elegance and charm.

This Valentine’s celebration concert
features a guest appearance by the
Shanghai String Quartet, partnering
with WSO in a special performance of
Mr. Long’s “Poems From Tang” (1995).

“I can think of no better ensemble
to help me bring alive the Tang Dy-
nasty mystique through 21st century
musical colors,” Mr. Long, composer

in residence, said.
Originally formed in Shanghai, the

Shanghai Quartet is known for their
passionate musicality, technique and
multicultural innovations. “We are
truly honored to welcome and part-
ner with a quartet of such refinement
and musical distinction,” WSO Mu-
sic Director David Wroe said.

Since its founding at the Shanghai
Conservatory in 1983, the Shanghai
Quartet have been seen on stage with
artists such as Yo-Yo Ma, David Soyer,
Eugenia Zukerman, Sharon Isbin,
Ruth Laredo and Arnold Steinhardt.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at Fastframe on Westfield’s
Quimby Street and Martin Jewelers
in Cranford.

For information, call (908) 232 9400,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org
or  go to westfieldsymphony.org.

Westfield Songster Jesse
Hershkowitz Raps Up Cancer

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Out of the hospi-
tal and – with a little luck – out of the
woods, Jesse Hershkowitz’s battle
with cancer will be all but a distant
memory one fine day. Gone forever,
but definitely not forgotten. With a bit
more luck, the 26-year-old aspiring
hip-hop/rap artist known as “Urbalist”
will have his plight immortalized in
his newest release, “Cancerous Flow:
Lyrical Journal.”

Mr. Hershkowitz never planned on
using cancer as his shtick, but for
Urbalist, healing via hip-hop was a
lifesaver. There’s even a Jewish spin
to the CD, with one of the tracts
entitled “Oy-Vey.” But it is the first
song, “The First Five Days,” which
chronicles the awful reality of being
diagnosed with cancer, that transcends
the limits of any musical genre.

Speaking to the The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times from his parents’
home in Westfield, where he has been
recuperating since last summer after
being diagnosed with non-Hodgkins
lymphoma, Mr. Hershkowitz said,
“When I write and record, I forget
about everything else–including the
fact that I have cancer. Making the
album was a way for me to ‘fast

forward’ this time in my life.”
Until last August, with eyebrows

that could once make Brooke Shields
jealous, Mr. Hershkowitz lived and
worked in Georgia with former col-
lege roommate Moses Hernandez,
whose nom de rap is Moe Mentum.

The pair earned culinary arts de-
grees at Johnson and Wales and dis-
covered early on that they had more
in common than food preparation.

“We were just sitting around in
the dorm one day and Moe thought
I was working on a paper – when I
told him it wasn’t homework, but a

song I was writing, we started talk-
ing about music, and found out we
both liked the same thing. We started
writing together and decided to form
a group, and to really take it seri-
ously.”

After graduation, they stayed in
Providence and formed the group
“Hybrid H.” Three years later, they
moved to Atlanta, where, according
to Mr. Hershkowitz, hip hop is not
only thriving, but also an affordable
place to live in comparison to New
York, Los Angeles and Miami.

Moe Mentum soon found work as
a chef by day, spending off hours with
Urbalist cutting demos. The two were
up and running in their Pro Tools-
equipped studio, recording other art-
ists under the indie “Risk It All
Records” label, as well as trying to
get their own big label contract.

Mr. Hershkowitz got recognition,
taking first prize in the Great Ameri-
can Song Contest of 2006 in the hip-
hop category for his song “Depres-
sion.” Life was good.

Then, an annoying pain in Urbalist’s
arm that just wouldn’t go away led to
an emergency room visit, where, with-
out so much as an x-ray, he was told
it was probably bursitis and given a
Motrin.

As they say with cooking, timing is
everything. It just so happened Mr.
Hershkowitz had plans to fly to New
Jersey to attend his grandmother’s
85th birthday party the very next day.
He never made it to the party.

Instead, his mother, Louise Linder,
took him to Overlook Hospital where
he did have an x-ray and, being a
nurse herself, “was horrified” when
she heard the words “pathological

fracture.” In layman’s terms, it was a
tumor, so small it was barely visible
on the film, which had caused his
humerus to break.

And while it certainly helps to have
a mother who is as skillful at dishing
out meds as any “Top Chef” con-
tender, it also helps to have an on-
cologist in the family with ties to
Sloan Kettering.

After the trip to Overlook, they
were soon on their way to Connecti-
cut to see Ms. Linder’s cousin, Dr.
Dennis Slater. Mr. Hershkowitz still
didn’t know what the words “patho-

logical fracture” meant. As forthright
as his music, he asked his mom
straight up for a best-case/worst-case
scenario.

It was then, on the long car ride, he
heard the word cancer for the first
time. “I just sat back in my seat ‘beg-
ging karma’ please, don’t let it be
cancer.” But luckily for Urbalist, be-
cause the cancer was found so early,
his chances for a full recovery are
excellent.

Oddly, it wasn’t the fact that he was
facing his own mortality that worried
Urbalist. Mr. Hershkowitz told The
Westfield Leader, “My first thought
wasn’t that it was life threatening. It
was more like a giant inconvenience.
All I could think about was that I
didn’t want to leave my friends in
Atlanta, leave my grind, leave my
hustle. I was working on a record
deal, and I just took the news as
‘squashing my dreams.’

“All I could think about was how
the recovery would make me lose
time promoting the record, stopping
me in my tracks,” he added.

His parents provided studio equip-
ment in their home, allowing their
son to record—when he was up to it.
Urbalist said, “If I didn’t have an
album to work on with songs to write
and record, or my love for music and
my need for healing, I would have
gone absolutely insane; torn myself
up.”

But he was torn up, physically at
least. “It was a nightmare; the whole
thing was just a nightmare,” Ms.
Linder told the newspaper. Urbalist
wrote at his “lowest points,” which
included painful side effects from a

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNDER WRAPS…To prevent repeated sticking with needles to accommodate
the amount of chemotherapy necessary to treat his cancer, a mediport was
surgically implanted under Jesse Hershkowitz’s skin.

No ‘Changing’ of Vocal Quality
At Celebration Singers’ Feast

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –“Oh, it’s a cos-
tume party,” one little boy noted as he
saw the Celebration Singers in mad-
rigal garb at Snuffy’s Pantagis’ Res-
taurant in Scotch Plains on Saturday,
January 26.

In reality, it was a Madrigal Dinner
Theater experience entitled, “The
Changing of the Guard, A Madrigal
Dinner.”

It felt like stepping back to the
medieval era, with colorful banners
unfurled, castle boulders arrayed,
serving wenches, a jester, a juggler

and ladies and lords of the court ready
for the introduction of the king and
queen.

Before the program, however, the
costumed members of the cast
mingled with the guests and intro-
duced themselves as people from an-
other time and place.

“I am Sou Fflé,” announced so-
prano Alisa Olin to those seated at our

table. She gave her sob story: she was
formerly a chef for the king until his
majesty found her hair in his soup.
Alas, she was reduced to a lowly
serving wench.

The characters affected British ac-
cents, as they welcomed the guests to
their seats in the banquet hall dubbed
Deep Manor (pronounced “manure”.)

Right on cue, the procession began
with brass musical heraldry and pag-
eantry galore.

Four light songs presented before
dinner were interrupted by the
“Changing of the Guard,” a running
gag that reared its corny but cute head

many times throughout the night.
With fanfare, young pages brought

in a decorated fake boar’s head on a
platter and the singers burst forth into
“Boar’s Head Carol.”

Host of the evening, Inn Keeper
Sean Berg, ever the versatile, ener-
getic and charismatic conductor of
the Cranford-based vocal group,
strummed a guitar and interacted with

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM JESTERS TO KING…Royally costumed Celebration Singers entertain
at their January 26 Madrigal Dinner Theater at Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.

the guests as they ate.
Mr. Berg’s segment of a sing-a-

long with the audience was a delight-
ful highlight of the night. “It’s easy,”
he said slyly. “Just repeat after me,”
then sang a tongue twister to beat all
tongue twisters.

Undaunted, guests got up to take
part in the sing-off competition.

Then, a melodrama took the stage
with Wiley Wanda (Barbara Stroz), a
damsel in distress, being hounded by
the evil Sheriff of Notting, better
known as Not ‘n Honey, played to the
hilt by Sean Carroll.

Robin the Boy Wonder (Rene
Gabbai) paid a visit in the sketch
while a Country Western melody
twanged away in “A Song for Wanda.”

After a series of groaner jokes in
the too-long play, (“Let your pages
do the walking through the yellow
fingers”), the singers did what they
do best: sing.

They finished off the evening with
numbers previewed in their Decem-
ber concert. Memorable classics like
“Lullay Thou Little Tiny Child,” “An-
gels We Have Heard on High” and
“Silent Night” took a Herculean ef-
fort of concentration on the vocalists’
part with dance music thumping from
the next room blasting in the back-
ground.

A testament to their talent and
mental focus, the group’s candle lit
vocal recession was especially lovely.

A fun night for a family of all ages,
this proved to be a rousing collabora-
tive project for the Celebration Sing-
ers to share with friends and family.

Powerful Women of Song
Presents Singer Toshi Reagon

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Entertaining and
rhythmic singer Toshi Reagon per-
formed at last weekend’s Powerful
Women of Song concert series at the
Watchung Arts Center. The series is
the brainchild of Ahrre Maros, owner
of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield. Tickets are reasonably
priced, and proceeds are donated to
the Watchung Arts Center.

In September 2006, Mr. Maros
launched the women’s music series,
hoping it would create a loyal fan
base.

“I know lots and lots
of singer / songwriters,
and many of them are
women. I’ve noticed
that these women are
incredibly powerful;
they touch you,” Mr.
Maros said. “Many
female artists are ex-
tremely soulful, intro-
spective and inspir-
ing.”

After seeing Ms.
Reagon perform live,
Mr. Maros asked her
to perform; fortunately, she said yes.

Saturday’s show was great, as Ms.
Reagon played her guitar and sang to
a packed house. Her performance was
fun and evocative, and the beats
grooved and rocked. The girl power
energy was refreshing and vital, remi-
niscent of being a student at Hobart
and William Smith Colleges.

Perhaps the best thing about the
singer / songwriter /guitar player is
her smile is as big, exuberant and
warm as her voice and music. Of
course, she’s not always singing about
happy experiences and subjects; her
expression of sorrow and pain is just
as moving as the joyful one.

Hearing Ms. Reagon sing in her
incredibly strong, far-ranging voice,
lyrics, such as “I believe in kindness /
I believe in sweetness,” exemplify that
words truly can transform and inspire.

Early in the show, she performed a
moving, folk rendition of Bob
Marley’s “Concrete Jungle.” Her

smooth voice gave the reggae song a
jazzy feel, and it sounded great.

She developed a following and
earned the respect of musicians and
critics after opening for popular rock
star Lenny Kravitz on his first world
tour several years ago.

Music and political activism are in
her blood; her parents belonged to
SNCC’s (Student Non-Violent Coor-
dinating Committee), and The Free-
dom Singers, a folk group that sprung
from the Civil Rights movement and
toured the country to teach people
about civil rights through song. Her

mother, Bernice
Johnson Reagon, is
founder of the world-
renowned, a capella
ensemble Sweet
Honey In The Rock.

Ms. Reagon’s bio
at toshireagon.com,
paints a very accurate
and clear picture: “In
some ways, singer
Toshi Reagon is a
throwback to classic
R&B artists, like
Stevie Wonder or
Prince, or old-school

rock group Led Zeppelin. Despite (or
because of) her genre-bending, Toshi
fits comfortably on a stage at Carnegie
Hall, or in a dirty rock club.”

The rich artistic and educational
history of the Watchung Arts Center
makes it a perfect venue for the Pow-
erful Women of Song series. The cen-
ter is in a 125-year-old building, part
of which was the original school-
house for the Borough of Watchung.

The non-profit volunteer-run cen-
ter is also host to many art exhibitions
and performing arts shows, and of-
fers classes in drawing, photography
and yoga.

Next month, the Powerful Women
of Song series will present Zoë Lewis.
Ms. Lewis is a British-born musician,
who combines jazz, Latin grooves,
swing, international folk and funk
originals, according to press mate-
rial. If interested, check out
eventbrite.com/event/41825100/ for
more information.

C O N C R E T E
JUNGLE...Rhythmic singer
Toshi Reagon performs at the
Powerful Women of Song con-
cert series at the Watchung Arts
Center.
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