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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Charlie Brown’s to Seek
SP Zoning Board’s Approval

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Representa-
tives from Charlie Brown’s plan to
appear before the township’s zoning
board of adjustment next month to
seek various approvals so that recon-
struction of the restaurant, which was
destroyed by fire two weeks ago, can
begin.

At the board’s Thursday, March 1,
meeting, Charlie Brown’s is sched-
uled to seek site plan approval and,
due to the North Avenue restaurant’s
location within a residential zone, a
use variance.

Township Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta said, in preliminary discus-
sions, the restaurant has indicated it
is considering installing a sprinkler
system in the new building. The new
restaurant would be less than 12,000-
square-feet in area and, thus, not com-
pelled by township regulations to in-
clude a sprinkler system.

A sign at the site, which was cleared
of the burned rubble within a day of
the January 24 early-morning fire,
promises that the restaurant will be
rebuilt, and Charlie Brown’s officials
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week they hope to have a
rebuilt restaurant open by Labor Day.

At its meeting last Thursday, the
zoning board unanimously approved
an application by Cingular Wireless,
which now bills itself as “the new
AT&T,” to place 12 cell-phone anten-
nas on a 115-foot-high PSE&G trans-
mission tower near Cooper Road. In
addition to the antennas, AT&T will
place a small support building at the
base of the tower that will house
support equipment.

Omnipoint Communications has
had 12 cell-phone antennas on the
tower since 2005 after receiving board
approval of a similar application. Last
week’s hearing was far less emo-
tional than the earlier Omnipoint hear-
ing, when several neighbors raised
concerns about the health risks of the
radio waves emanating from the an-
tennas.

Last week, Kenneth Foster, who
has studied the possible medical and
health risks from radio frequencies,
said the level of radio waves reaching
the ground and any persons in the
area would be minimal and “well
below” established guidelines. His
brief testimony was allowed even
though federal regulations and court
rulings forbid municipal land-use
boards from using the possible health-
risk factor as a reason for denying
applications for placement of such
antennas.

Frank Pazden, a professional engi-
neer, said that company representa-
tives would likely visit the support
building, which will be enclosed by a
locked fence, about once a month.

Peter Tolischus, a professional plan-
ner, said that particular tower was cho-
sen from among a handful running

through the easement that parallels
Terrill Road because it was the best
location from which to improve cell-
phone reception. A tower to the north,
he said, was located in the midst of
wetlands, while a tower to the south
was located much closer to homes.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAST-PACED ACTION…Rod Black of Fanwood, right, assists Neil Sullivan of
Westfield, left, as they broom away impediments to the stone launched by Don
Greb, center, of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in the challenge match
against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of Scotland. The
Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their ten-state tour last
weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five years. See
story on page 17.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY GREEN...A bird’s eye view captures attendees of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade fundraiser at the
Kenilworth Veterans Hall Saturday night. The 11th annual parade will be held on Saturday, March 10, stepping off at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue in Union. The parade committee has named Elizabeth native Bill Lavin, president of the New Jersey State
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), as this year’s Grand Marshal. See story on page 3.

Prosecutor Investigates
Deed ‘Scam’ Letter

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has warned Union
County homeowners of a reported
scam involving the purchase of prop-
erty deeds.

Although not identified in her press
release, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times has identified the company by
obtaining a copy of a letter sent to area
property owners. The company is listed
as National Deed Service, Inc., lo-
cated at 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW – Suite 300 in Washington, D.C.

Ms. Rajoppi said a private com-
pany has mailed out letters to prop-
erty owners offering to sell them prop-
erty deeds for $80 per document. She
said her office charges $8 for the first
page and $2 for each additional page.
The first page of a deed can be ac-
cessed on the clerk’s website,
clerk.ucnj.org, for free.

The letter states that, “The U.S.

Government Federal Citizen Informa-
tion Center website recommends that
property owners should have an offi-
cial or certified copy of their deed.”
The company offers to mail the prop-
erty owner a deed for $79.50. (The full
text of the letter is printed on page 10.)

Barry Isaacson, the owner of Na-
tional Deed Service (NDS), questioned
the scam charge, saying Ms. Rajoppi
should have investigated his company
before making the comment.

“We are a legitimate business. I’ve
been in public records since 1972,”
Mr. Isaacson told The Times. He said
NDS was founded in 2001.

“We are doing this in 14 states, in
about 80 counties. I don’t know how
anyone can call this a scam. We save
people a trip to the courthouse,” Mr.
Isaacson said during a phone inter-
view last Thursday.

Among the states Mr. Isaacson said
he operates in are Illinois, California,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police on Lookout
For Bank Robber

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Local police departments
are on the lookout for a serial bank
robber who has hit 10 banks in Union,
Essex and Morris Counties since Sep-
tember.

Dubbed the “hat-wearing bandit,”
the robber wears different types of
hats in each of his robberies and at-
tacks mostly Commerce Banks.

According to published reports, the
suspect has worn baseball and mili-
tary caps and fishermen’s hats. Ber-
keley Heights’ police said the robber
wore a dark knit cap in his latest heist
at the Commerce Bank on Spring-
field Avenue on February 2.

The male suspect, described as be-
tween 45 and 55 years old, has robbed
banks in Chatham and Morris Town-
ships, Springfield, Summit and
Millburn. He robbed first on Septem-
ber 22 at Springfield’s Commerce
Bank on Morris Avenue. He contin-
ues to strike every other week.

“He is a kind of unassuming guy,”
said Scotch Plains Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly. “The thing that is
unique is that he always has a hat on.”
However, Sergeant Donnelly said the
robber does not cover his face.

Sergeant Donnelly said the township
has eight or nine banks, including Com-
merce, which is located near Snuffy’s-
Pantagis restaurant. “We are keeping
an extra on that (Commerce Bank).”

“Fortunately, we haven’t been hit,”
Sergeant Donnelly said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said his officers have been
instructed to “keep an eye on the
banks” during their patrols.

“He is definitely on our watch list,”
Chief Parizeau said, noting that four
Commerce Banks are located in the
area, including one on North Avenue.
Commerce also has branches on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains and North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue in Fanwood.

Chief Parizeau said the suspect in-
dicates he has a gun; however, no
firearm has been displayed in most of
the robberies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BE MINE...Irma’s Bag, the Hallmark store in Fanwood, anticipates the Valentine’s
Day holiday next Wednesday with balloons, cards and special chocolates and
candies. See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

TDR Program Focusing on
South Avenue Preservation

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council Tues-
day night received an update on plans
for a local Transfer Development
Rights (TDR) program, with one eye
on fostering historic property preser-
vation and the other on South Avenue
economic redevelopment. The TDR
update came during the governing
body’s monthly agenda meeting.

“After more than one-and-a-half
years [of work], now we’re kind of at
the end of the tunnel on this project,”
said Mayor Mahr.

Stan Slachetka, of T&M Associ-
ates (the borough’s TDR consultant)
presented Tuesday night’s update.
“Fanwood is being looked at as a
potential model [for historic preser-
vation] even before completion of its
[TDR] program,” he said.

Nearly two years ago, Fanwood ap-
plied for a grant to establish a TDR
program. Essentially, it would enable
interested property owners in one sec-
tion of town (Fanwood’s historic dis-
trict, in this case), to sell a portion or all
of their future development rights, pre-
serving their properties indefinitely.

Willing participants in another part
of town (in this case, along portions
of the South Avenue corridor beyond
downtown, including Old South Av-

enue near the A&P supermarket) can
then buy these development rights
within the so-called “sending dis-
trict” in exchange for credits and in-
centives to build on or redevelop their
properties in the “receiving district.”

Mr. Slachetka said that under state
law, Fanwood’s TDR program must
include an amendment to the
borough’s Master Plan, which would
“form the foundation” for implemen-
tation. In addition, he said a “vision-
ing plan” based on a series of previ-
ously held community meetings for
South Avenue would serve as “guide-
lines for development,” also becom-
ing part of the Master Plan.

He said the program’s Master Plan
requirements would ensure the bor-
ough that redevelopment follows lo-
cal land-use and zoning ordinances.

Mr. Slachetka said 95 properties
have been identified as potential can-
didates for preservation under a local
TDR program. Most are located in the
borough’s historic district, but about a
dozen “additional properties of local
significance” are “in a variety of loca-
tions” elsewhere in town, he said.

Property owners have previously
been contacted about the TDR program
(a few have already expressed interest),
but they would likely receive another
mailing with more details if the pro-

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Clockwise from top left: GETTING STARTED…Site prepa-
ration work progresses on South Avenue in Fanwood at the
location of a future Goddard School for Early Childhood
Development. Seen in the background are the Chelsea
Residences, far right, and the 300 South Avenue develop-
ment, left; ALMOST DONE...The Victorian-style condo-
miniums and offices at 300 South Avenue in Fanwood,
across from the Chelsea Residences, are on target for
completion this year, officials say; GOING UP…The foun-
dation takes shape at Station Mews, across from the Fanwood
train station and behind the former Dean Oil property. The
development will feature eight condominiums and room for
four retail businesses when it opens in the fall.

Fanwood Redevelopment Progresses

SP Officials to Meet with Residents
About Proposed Lit Soccer Field

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Township
recreation officials are hoping to meet
with neighborhood residents this
month to explain their proposal for a
new full-size artificial-turf soccer field
with lights that would be located be-
hind the south-side firehouse.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday, Recreation
Director Ray Poerio and Recreation
Commission Chairman Ed Zazzali
presented the plan, which calls for a
70-by-110-foot field to be situated
alongside Martine Avenue, with a new
65-space parking lot to be built east
of the firehouse and accessible from
Raritan Road. There would also be a
small playground and a storage and
restroom building next to the field.

Mr. Zazzali called the plan “as non-
intrusive as possible” to the three
houses bordering the proposed field
and parking lot. The plan calls for tree
and fence buffering along the entire
length of the field and the parking lot.
Mr. Poerio said the field’s lights would
be turned off by 10 p.m. on any night
when games were being played.

“What we’re really doing is con-
structing two fields,” Mr. Poerio told
the council, saying a lit field could be

used for daytime and nighttime
games, thus doubling its usability. In
addition, he said artificial-turf fields
require less maintenance than ones
with natural grass surfaces.

Neither Mr. Poerio nor Mr. Zazzali
anticipated problems with excessive
parking at the new site; Mr. Poerio

said game times would be staggered
so that one game would end with
enough time for the parking lot to be
vacated before players and spectators
would arrive for the following game.

Mr. Poerio estimated the cost of the
new facility to be between $1.3 and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP Council to Begin Hearings
On $23.3-Million Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins last week
submitted to the township council his
recommendations for the 2007 mu-
nicipal budget, which includes a 5.82-
percent increase in appropriations.

Mr. Atkins called his proposal
“solid and practical with no luxu-
ries,” saying “in every case, it contin-
ues the same levels of service to our
residents and taxpayers.”

The $23,316,700 budget that the
township manager proposes is
$1,282,760 more than last year. Mr.
Atkins said more than 80 percent of
the increase is due to higher man-
dated costs in areas including pen-
sion contributions, sewerage fees,
health insurance for township em-
ployees and debt service.

The council has scheduled three
budget meetings — Thursday, Febru-
ary 15, Saturday, February 17 and
Monday, February 19 — to begin its
review of the spending proposals.
Further meetings are expected before
the municipal spending plan is for-
mally introduced sometime in April.

Of the $1.282 million in increased
expenditures for this year, $1.041 mil-
lion are in areas where the local gov-
ernment has “little or no control,” Mr.
Atkins said. Mandated contributions
to the state’s police and fire retirement
system this year will be $590,112 — a

$215,000 increase over last year. Mr.
Atkins warned that next year’s contri-
bution could exceed $825,000.

Mandated contributions to the
state’s public employees retirement
system will be $57,080 more than last
year’s $83,000, he said. The fees paid
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) will be more than
$1.1 million, an increase of $148,586,
Mr. Atkins said. He said much of this
year’s increase, as well as last year’s
“sharp” hike, are due to the court-
ordered capital improvements being
made at the utility’s Rahway facility.

He said other areas of the municipal
budget facing large increases include
an additional $158,447 for group health
insurance premiums, an additional
$194,892 for police salaries and wages,
$149,994 in added library funding due
to state mandates and an extra $70,000
for gasoline expenses associated with
the spike in energy costs.

Mr. Atkins said his budget maintains
township staffing levels and assumes
the council would continue the permit-
based spring residential cleanup in June.
He recommended increasing the per-
mit fee to $65 this year. He said the
Public Works facility on Plainfield Av-
enue would require attention this year,
as would the township’s two firehouses.

He included in the budget proposal
“a considerable increase” in funding
for leaf pickup and disposal, which

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield, Kasko Reach
Settlement Agreement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times Wednesday
morning that “the Town of Westfield
and Officer Greg Kasko have reached
an agreement. He will be retiring from
the police force in late 2007.”

In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed litigation
against the town, alleging he was ha-
rassed and retaliated against after he
reported information to town officials
per the town’s whistleblower policy.

Mr. Kasko was suspended for sleep-
ing on the job and failing to back up
an officer on a motor vehicle stop.

The town also suspended Mr. Kasko
with pay on July 7, 2006 for allegedly
making “false statements of material
facts to superior officers” during an
administrative hearing while under oath.

Mr. Gildea said the agreement is
“global” and “takes care of all out-
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