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Shubanjali Expresses Both
Eastern, Western Cultures

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts
(SSPA) recently brought the excite-
ment and gaiety of the holiday season
to life in an extravaganza of dance
entitled “Santa ‘n Shiva.”

SSPA is a non-
profit organization
promoting South
Asian Arts.

More than 70
young dancers took
part in “Santa ‘n
Shiva,” which
brought together va-
rieties of the classi-
cal South Indian
dance form,
Bharatabatyam, and
Eastern and Western
rhythms, to express
the true meaning of
the holiday season.

Suba Parmar, the
artistic director of
SSPA, directed and
choreographed the
performance.

The drama of the
“Santa ‘n Shiva” presentation show-
cased the classical element of tradi-
tional Indian folk dances.

As the performance worked its way
through 11 separate pieces, the danc-
ers’ energy, magnified by their color-
ful native costumes, and the jingling
of bells worn around their ankles,
was overwhelmingly transferred to
the audience.

Performers danced barefoot and
were accompanied by traditional East-
ern-style music.

The theme of spirituality united
many of the individual pieces. In
“Raas-Leela,” the Joyous Dance of
Krishna with Gopis, the performers
portrayed the merging of the human
soul with the divine.

“Pushpanjali and Ganesh

Kauthuvam” offered praise to the
Lord of Dance and Lord Ganesha,
who is the remover of all of life’s
obstacles.

SSPA instructors joined the
school’s senior students in present-
ing the next–to–last performance, the
“Santa ‘N Shiva Theme Song.”

This dance por-
trayed Shiva as a
symbol of creation,
and Santa as the em-
bodiment of the joys
and abundance of
Shiva’s creation.

The perfor-
mances were high-
lighted by “Joy,”
whose off-stage
voice guided danc-
ers and audience
alike to recognize
the inner voice
within all that re-
veals the true mean-
ing of our existence.

“The search for
one’s true self, and
the joy of loving and
sharing, has no man-
made cultural or re-

ligious barriers,” Ms. Parmar said.
“SSPA did a great job of spreading

the message of love and peace through
the artistic medium of dance,” she
continued.

Ms. Parmar, an acclaimed and
sought-after teacher and performer
of Bharatanatyam, started SSPA in
1993.

The school has consistently won
recognition at premier tri-state events,
including First Place at the 2003 Fed-
eration of Indian Associations in New
York.

SSPA is also the recipient of 2004
and 2006 Outstanding Dance School
awards at the annual Bridgewater
Temple Competitions.

For more information about SSPA,
call (908) 490-0732.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

If you were to judge director Dave
Meyers’s The Hitcher solely by whether
or not it delivered on its promises, you’d
be hard put to give it the lambasting it
otherwise deserves. The goods may be
rancid, but they’re all there.

Indeed, there are times it will scare
you. Amid those moments, there are
scenes that will repulse you. And sealing
the deal on its implicit pledge, at no time
during its squalid but thankfully short, 83
minutes, will your gray matter be unduly
challenged.

O.K., so much for fairness and charity.
Using as a yardstick the better examples
of its genre, this bottom feeder of a re-
make derived from Eric Red’s 1986
screenplay couldn’t shine the fetid claws
of the horror classics that have preceded
it.

The usual, predictable surprises are in
tow. ‘No, he’s not going to do that,’ you
think to yourself as the crazed, loping
hitcher fixes to perform the dastardliest
act of mayhem. But then he does, just to
show you.

Expect no poor, misunderstood Fran-
kenstein, soul-imprisoned Wolf Man or
eternally damned Dracula with an air of
demonic charm about him. There is no
metaphor here, no homage to literature. If
the title character represents anything, it
is the new sociopath.

Terrorizing folks is his most important
product. Though, killing them is right up
there with it. Especially if their sadistic
demise will devastate his next set of fa-
talities.

Who knows why he does it? That’s
what the two perfunctory college kids—
whose turn it is to be victims in a sense-
less, bloodbath of a movie— would like
to know. They’d be a lot better off doing
less analyzing and more running.

That’s their second lesson. Of course,
don’t pick up hitchhikers is the first. It’s
taught early on when Grace (Sophia Bush)
and Jim (Zachary Knighton), zooming
along on a rainy night to meet up with
other buddies on break, make that mis-
take.

In all fairness, they don’t pick him
up…at least not at first. Just missing what
looks like an apparition in the torrential
downpour, Jim 360-spins his Olds 442,
the two freak a bit, correct, and then leave
John Ryder (Sean Bean) to fend for him-
self in the storm.

Naturally, being good kids, they feel
guilty. They’ll tell someone to send help
when they stop up ahead.

Well, lucky for Jim and Grace. Guess
who arrives soaking wet at the gas station/
food mart just minutes after them? See,
you could write these things.

All we need now is for the creepily
lewd clerk (Kyle Davis) to set the stage.
He blabs, “Hey, this must be the guy you
were talking about.”

Jim sheepishly acknowledges his faux
pas of the highway. Flashing a smiling
look of trustfulness, Ryder says there’s
no need. “I wouldn’t have picked me up,
either.”

When the hitcher-to-be asks where the
closest motel is, the loudmouth quickly
volunteers Jim’s services. “Uh, oh, O.K.,”
he accedes in cowed political correct-
ness.

Returning from the bathroom to this
development, Grace is abashed. And as
they say in the biz, the show is on the road.

Giving credit where credit is due, film-
maker Meyers is able to keep the action/
thrill/suspense component afloat consid-
erably longer than what the typical horror
aspect would warrant. Mr. Bean’s despi-
cably etched madman is one reason. The
other is the subplot.

Thin as it is, when the terrified two are
accused by the New Mexico State Police
of perpetrating the carnage that has begun
to pile up all along the highways, we are
indignant. “Hey, they didn’t kill that nice
family in the station wagon, nor any of
those others. He’s framing them.”

But just like when you were little and
the good guys in the cartoon couldn’t hear
your heartfelt admonitions about the vil-
lains sneaking up behind them, the cops
are oblivious. Jim and Grace fight horror
on one front, thickheadedness on the other.

Eventually, this, like the non-stop
slaughter, grows tiresome and annoying.
Although, hope is slightly dangled when
Neal McDonough’s cocky Lieutenant
Esteridge has an inspiration. At last, here
may be a worthy adversary.

The killer couldn’t care less.
For starters, Ryder’s absurd ubiquity

borders on the supernatural. And his abil-
ity to escape from just about any tight spot
or imprisonment is of Hannibal Lecter
quality. But it’s the chilling knowledge
that this vile lunatic is completely un-
afraid to die that proves the most frustrat-
ing. Yeah, tell us about it.

That acknowledged, this exercise in
gratuitous violence should please those
who regularly thrive on such fare. Whereas
the gratefully unwashed will get the dis-
tinct impression that it is we who are
being taken for a ride by The Hitcher.

* * * *
The Hitcher, rated R, is a Rogue Pic-

tures release directed by Dave Meyers
and stars Sophia Bush, Sean Bean and
Zachary Knighton. Running time: 83
minutes.

‘Powerful Women’ Presents
NYC Singer Toshi Reagon

WESTFIELD – The Watchung Arts
Center will continue its new concert
series, “Powerful Women of Song,”
by presenting New York City-based
singer/songwriter, Toshi Reagon, on
Saturday, February 3, at the Watchung
Arts Center at 18 Sterling Road in
Watchung.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $15 and tickets can be pur-
chased at watchungarts.org by click-
ing on Toshi Reagon and finding the
link to the tickets.

Ms. Reagon (toshireagon.com)
jumped into the spotlight when Lenny
Kravitz asked her to open for him on
his first world tour. Her musical heri-
tage led her to become saturated in
many traditional styles of music, feed-

ing her desire to explore a range of
music that was not as accessible, from
blues to Kiss.

She has shared the stage with Nona
Hendryx, Pete Seeger, Chocolate
Genius, Dar Williams and Ani
Difranco.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is an eight-concert series, taking
place on the first Saturday night of
each month from October through
June – skipping April because of Eas-
ter weekend.

This series honors and features fe-
male singer/songwriters from around
the country who have the ability to
express their thoughts, feelings and
passions through musical composi-
tion.

For more information about the
Watchung Arts Center, the Powerful
Women of Song Series, or the up-
coming performance, visit
watchungarts.org or call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send an
e-mail to concerts4causes@aol.com.

TICKLING THE IVORIES…Lower School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison showed off their talent in the performing arts on Tuesday,
January 23, during Cabaret, which was held at lunchtime. Pictured above, third
grader Cecily D’Amore of Westfield drew an appreciative audience of faculty,
staff, parents and pupils with her piano performance of “Swinging Along.” Cecily
is the daughter of Anthony and Tammy D’Amore of Westfield.

Kean Univ. Hosts Exhibit
Of Long-time Artist Bailin

AREA – Kean University in Union
will host an exhibit of paintings by
Hella Bailin, a long-time artist and
resident of Union.

Ms. Bailin taught art for many years
at various locations in New Jersey,
including Kean University and the NJ
Center for Visual Arts in Summit. She
was the recipient of more than 100
awards for her work, including the
Silver Medal of Honor from the New
Jersey Watercolor Society, their high-
est award.

This exhibit will be the first show-
ing of her work since her death in
April 2006. Being a survivor of the
Holocaust, Ms. Bailin was a found-
ing member of the Yom Hashoah
Holocaust Committee of Central New
Jersey.

On display will be early sketches,
watercolors of her numerous travels,
paintings of the New Jersey area and
some of her early oils made during
her years studying with John Grabach
at the School of Fine and Industrial
Arts in Newark.

The exhibit runs from February 7
through March 9. An opening recep-
tion is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 7, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at
the CAS Gallery at Kean University,
located at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union.

The family will host a gathering on
Sunday, February 11, from 2 to 4 p.m.
for friends, colleagues and family,
also at the gallery. For more informa-
tion about the private gathering, con-
tact Sarah Bailin at (215) 906-4471.

NJWA Music Studio
Students Receive Accolades
WESTFIELD – Several instrumen-

tal and vocal music students at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Music Studio in Westfield
auditioned successfully for the dis-
tinguished Central Jersey Music Edu-
cators Association Region II Band,
Orchestra and Chorus.

The Central Region, composed of
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Somerset and Union Coun-
ties, has many students auditioning for
very few positions in these prestigious
groups. Students prepare for months,
practicing major and chromatic scales,
preparing a college-level piece from
their instrument’s repertoire and pol-
ishing their sight-reading skills.

The audition, held in December at
J.P. Stevens High School in Edison,
revealed the following results for
NJWA students.

Matthew Forman, a senior at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
was accepted as third chair in the
Region II High School Orchestra.
Matt, who studies trombone with Tom
Avakian and French horn with Ted
Schlosberg, also sang in the New
Jersey Music Educators Association
All-State Chorus and has performed
with the All-State Orchestra.

A senior at Summit High School,
Clark Van Horn made the Region II
High School Symphonic Band on French
horn. Clark is a student of Mr. Schlosberg.

Leslie Bartsch, a freshman at
Westfield High School (WHS), was
selected for the Region II High School
Symphonic Band on French horn.
Leslie also studies with Mr. Schlosberg.

A vocal music student of Luis
Cabrera, Amanda Chang was ac-
cepted into the Region II Mixed Cho-
rus. Amanda is in her sophomore year
at WHS.

Michael Weinberg, a junior at the
Union County Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains, was accepted into
the CJMEA Region II Symphonic
Band. Michael studies flute with
music teacher Jenny Cline.

WHS sophomore Alex Chartrain
was designated fifth Chair on Tuba in
the Region II High School Symphonic
Band. Remoh Mosley is his teacher at
the Music Studio.

Two students of vocal music teacher
Valerie Pineda were selected for the
Region II Mixed Chorus. They are
Mallory Boesch, a sophomore at
Westfield High School, and Andrea
Roberts, a sophomore at J.P. Stevens
High School in Edison.

Ezra Margolin, a Westfield High
School sophomore, made the Region
II High School Symphonic Band. Ezra
is a trumpet student of Wayne Trager.

Additional recognition was given
to Christine Nelson, a senior at
Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School. The soprano was selected to
be a member of the New Jersey All
State Chorus and the highly competi-
tive All Eastern Chorus. Christine
studies with Valerie Pineda.

For more information on the Music
Studio, or any NJWA program, call
(908) 789-9696 or visit them on the
web at njworkshopforthearts.com.

Erratum
In last week’s Arts and Entertain-

ment chess article, the wrong e-
mail for Milan Smikovecus was pro-
vided.

To get in contact with “Mr. Smik,”
e-mail:

MSmik@mountainsideschools.org

Arts Center Spotlights
Work of ‘Young At Art’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The work of up-and-
coming artists was recently on dis-
play at the Strolling Galleries of the
Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ).

“Young at Art” fea-
tured the work of jun-
ior students enrolled
in VACNJ’s many
programs for young
people, including
“Pee-Wee Prodigies”
workshop, “Teen Stu-
dio,” “Figure Draw-
ing for Teens,” and the
“Art Sampler”
classes, to name a few.

The multi-media
exhibit features draw-
ing, sculpture, paint-
ing, and photography,
among other art
forms.

From the colorful,
acrylic self-portraits
of the “Kids Creativ-
ity Workshop,” to the
intricate charcoals
studies of the human form offered by
the “Fundamentals of Drawing” class,
the “Young at Art” exhibit truly high-
lights the promise inherent in the
work of these young artists.

Various figurines and trays created
by “Children’s Clay Classes” and
“Clay for Kids” classes, and a mural
made by children attending VACNJ’s
summer camp is also included in the
exhibit.

This is the first time VACNJ held

an exhibit expressly devoted to the
work of its young students, and the
staff of the Center is looking to make
“Young at Art” an annual event.

“It is an incredible experience for
both the young art-
ists, as well as
VACNJ to exhibit
these works,”
VACNJ exhibitions
manager Mari
D’Alessandro said.

“The young artists
were thrilled to have
their work displayed
in a ‘real gallery,’”
Ms. D’Alessandro
continued. “The
work is very sophis-
ticated, and the art-
ists are enjoying
their first gallery ex-
perience.”

NJCVA’s “Young
at Art” exhibit is
dedicated to Joel
Jaffe, the person
credited with nam-
ing the exhibit
“Young at Art.”

Mr. Jaffe, whose wife, Bonnie, was
the exhibit’s chairman, died suddenly
before the opening of the exhibit.

“He had a wonderful creative
spirit,” said Ms. D’Alessandro, “and
we honored that spirit by dedicating
the exhibit to him.”

For more information about art
opportunities for young people at
VACNJ, call the center at (908) 273-
9121, or visit their website at
artcenternj.org.

Choral Arts Performance
A ‘Testament’ to Elijah

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey performed the
popular oratorio “Elijah” by Felix
Mendelssohn on January 20 at the
Presbyterian Church of Westfield.

A near-capacity audience greeted
the concert with a
standing ovation.
The star of the
evening was the cho-
rus itself, master-
fully prepared by its
conductor, James
Little.

M e n d e l s s o h n ,
born a Jew, con-
verted to Christian-
ity and, in Elijah,
follows the histori-
cal narrative of the
Old Testament figure.

The performance delves into the
life of the prophet, including the
drought warning, his vision of God
on Mount Horeb and his ascent into
heaven.

Dale Livingston, bass, who accom-
plished a very demanding part with
remarkable style and vigor, sang the
role of Elijah. Andi Campbell, so-
prano, displaying soaring intonation,
highlighted the aria “hear ye, Israel,”
and alto Luthian Brackett delivered
warm, finely polished solos. Set apart
by his richly dramatic quality was

tenor Mark Bleeke – together, they
made a fine solo quartet.

Accompanying the chorus was a
full orchestra. Excellent at times, but
sometimes faulty in tuning and en-
semble, it seemed uncertain during

some recitatives,
and it occasionally
covered voices, but
the chorus made the
night one to remem-
ber.

During one con-
vincing section,
Elijah taunts the
Priests of Baal,
whom he later kills.
The intense choir
demands a response
from Baal and is

juxtaposed brilliantly against the more
stoic Elijah.

The especially outstanding Baal
choruses featured Suzanne Beeny-
Jones as the Youth, and a select
women’s chorus sang: “Lift Thine
Eyes” to everyone’s delight.

“He watches over Israel” and the
choruses describing Elijah’s ascent
to heaven in an everlasting fiery
chariot were other highlights, delight-
ing those in attendance.

The Choral Art Society really hit
its stride with this concert. Bravo for
a fine performance.

BEWITCHED…From left to right, Rick Brown, Tracey Randinelli and Chris
Gibbs prepare for CDC Community Theatre’s production of The Crucible,
opening Friday, February 2. See release below.

FOREVER YOUNG...The Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey re-
cently displayed the work of
younger artists. Above, a young-
ster stands in front of her artwork
at the Young at ART reception.

The Crucible Opens
At Cranford Theatre

CRANFORD – Arthur Miller’s clas-
sic drama, The Crucible, begins a three-
week run this Friday, February 2, at
the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Community Theatre in Cranford.

Using the historical subject of the
Salem Witch Trials, Miller employs
the saga of an actual witch hunt to
create an allegory to the
“McCarthyism” of the 1950s, a com-
parison that many see as relevant to
events playing throughout today’s
America and the world.

CDC Community Theatre will of-
fer a special discounted price of $10
to students for this production.

Directors Sandi Pells and Michael
Marcus hope that students and adults
alike will use the drama as an impetus
for discussions of the play’s themes
as they relate to current-world events.

Mr. Marcus, a long-time English
teacher, notes that many high schools
include study of The Crucible in their
curriculums.

The Crucible will be performed on
Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m. from February 2 to 17. Tickets
are $15 for adults, with senior dis-
counts available.

A complementary reception with
refreshments is offered on opening
night, February 2, with a chance to
meet the cast. Tickets are sold on a
reserved seat basis, and can be ob-
tained by calling the box office at
(908) 276-7611 or through the
theatre’s website at cdctheatre.org.

The CDC Community Theatre is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford,
off of Centennial Avenue near exit 136
of the Garden State Parkway.
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The Hitcher:
Pass on This One

EAST MEETS WEST…The
Shubanjali school of Performing
Arts presents a winter spectacular
last month in Scotch Plains. The
performance celebrated the spirit
of the eastern and western cultures
through melody and rhythm.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Shakira: Even

Better En Español
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Before “Hips Don’t Lie,” before
“Whenever, Wherever,” when Shakira
wasn’t a crossover Latin-pop super-
star, she rocked out in her own style.
Her debut, “Pies Descalzos,” show-
cased a 16-year-old singer with tre-
mendous potential, and her follow-
up album saw her natural ear for tight,
energetic pop-rock tunes really blos-
som.

It was off the strength of “Dónde
Están Los Ladrones?” (“Where are
the Thieves?”) that Shakira gained the
international notice and respect that
made her 2001 English-language
crossover “Laundry Service” possible.

Not that her foray into Inglés has
been a failure. To the contrary, Shakira
has nicely bridged different musical
worlds, like the California surf rock
she weaves into the obvious Latin
elements of “Objection (Tango)” to
kick off “Laundry Service.” But there’s
a kind of comfort to “Dónde Están Los
Ladrones?” – both in her vocal deliv-
ery and the music that supports it – that
makes the 1998 Spanish-language al-
bum feel like the real Shakira and
makes her subsequent studio record-
ings feel like the work of a brilliant
musician being persuaded onto an in-
ternational pop stage.

The pre-American-sex-symbolized
Shakira made a name for herself in
and beyond her native Colombia with
her gritty, unique voice and solid pop-
rock songs, and they’re all at their
best here. The back-to-back-to-back
sequence of “Inevitable,” “Octavo

Día” and “Que Vuelvas” makes the
heart of the album tremendously ex-
citing; she infuses each track with a
harnessed energy, and she knows ex-
actly when to release it all.

After fun romps like “Si Te Vas,” the
easy cantor of songs like “Moscas in la
Casa” sometimes breaks the album’s
overarching energy, but there’s not a
throwaway song anywhere.

Spanish speakers will find an added
bonus in the depth of Shakira’s lyrics.
She uses wonderful imagery in a way
that most English-speaking musicians
wouldn’t attempt, and her words have
a natural grace and flow.

“Inevitable” captures a vulnerabil-
ity and honesty that jumps out from
some of the album’s best
instrumentals: “Si es cuestión de
confesar, no sé preparar café y no
entiendo del fútbol/Creo que alguna
vez fuí infiel, juego mal hasta el
parqués y jamás uso reloj/Y para ser
más franca, nadie piensa en tí como
lo hago yo.” (“If it’s a question of
confessing, I don’t know how to make
coffee and I don’t understand soccer/
I think one time I was unfaithful, I
play dice badly and I never use a
watch/And to be more honest, no one
thinks of you like I have”). Poetic
truths are everywhere, and they add a
whole other dimension to her songs.

The catchiness of Shakira’s recent
material is undeniable, but her pre-
superstar music is much more unique.
There’s no need to understand the
language to enjoy the music, and on
“Dónde Están Los Ladrones?,” there’s
plenty to enjoy.

PROPHECY...The Choral Arts So-
ciety of New Jersey performed
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” in January.

Happy Groundhog Day, February 2


