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MILLER BREAKS 1,000 POINTS, VENEZIA BUCKETS 10

Lady Blue Devils Hustle Past
Minutemen Hoopsters, 58-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

January 23, 2007 became a memo-
rable date in Westfield High School
girls basketball history when junior
guard Erin Miller notched her 1,000th-
career varsity point with 4:33 remain-
ing in the third quarter en route to a
58-40 Blue Devil triumph over visit-
ing Elizabeth. The victory helped the
11-3 Blue Devils maintain their top
standing in Union County.

The last time a Blue Devil girl hit
the 1,000-point level was on Febru-
ary 25, 1999 when senior Liz McKeon
scored 31 points in the final regular-
season game against host Morristown.
She hit point numbers 1,000 and 1,001
with 2:14 remaining in the fourth

quarter. She finished her career with
1,017. In 1988, Krissy Jeremiah, then
a senior, finished her career with 1,169
points.

Entering the game with the 7-7
Lady Minutemen, Miller, who fin-
ished with 14 points, needed 13 points
to hit that magical number but it
seemed that the magic moment might
not come since she was held score-
less in the first quarter for nearly
seven minutes. With 1:10 remaining
in the quarter and Elizabeth leading,
11-8, Miller was fouled while driving
for a lay-up. She hit both free throws,
which seemed to touch off a 14-0,
Blue Devil run that extended midway
through the second quarter.

After Lady Minuteman Shilon Har-

ris, who finished with 13 points,
banged a 3-pointer to break the run,
Miller hit two more free throws with
3:49 on the clock then converted a
steal to a lay-up at 2:14 as the Blue
Devils tacked on an 8-0 run. Harris
interrupted with another 3-pointer.
Miller added another lay-up for her
10th point to end the half with
Westfield ahead, 32-19.

“In the first quarter, it was toe-to-
toe. We mixed some things up and we
confused them. We put a lot of pres-
sure on them to see how they were
going to adjust to that. We didn’t
panic! We have been very patient. As
long as we stay patient, we make
things happen,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino. “Our goal is to
create chaos.”

The Blue Devils, who totaled 13
steals, kept creating that chaos
throughout the third quarter to extend
their lead to 48-29. Fifty-seven sec-
onds into the quarter, Miller (3 steals)
hit a free throw, Keri Pringle (4 steals,
7 points, 6 rebounds) sank a 3-pointer
and Diana Venezia (10 points, 6 re-
bounds) hit two free throws. The
magic moment came when Miller
nailed a 2-pointer to give her team a
40-23 lead. Later, junior point guard
Gab O’Leary (3 steals, 9 points, 4
assists) rolled in a lay-up and hit a
free throw. Miller added another free
throw and senior Katie Cronen (1
steal, 5 rebounds) put in a lay-up.

What was quite evident throughout
the game was the Blue Devils’ phi-
losophy of teamwork and setting up
plays regardless of who was in the
proper scoring position. The effort was
not to just feed one player and for one
player to hoard all the points. Miller,
who had four assists, devoted the ma-
jority of the third and fourth quarters
in setting up plays. Tara Handza (2
steals) finished with seven points, Steph
Slodyzcka (2 assists) had four points,
Charlotte O’Leary and Danielle
Infantino had two points each and
Gabby Jakub had four rebounds.

“That’s what you see in them. They
work together very well. She realizes
that she could have scored more
points. She had those kids around
her,” said Marino. “They executed.
They stood up to the test. Teams are
coming in testing us now. It’s not
where we are the underdog any more.
People are coming in now knowing,
when they play with us, they are go-
ing to have to play their A game.”
Elizabeth 11   8 10 11 40
Westfield 14 18 16 10 58

LAW SCORES 13, PULLS 13; MAINS SINKS 9, ZAZZALI 8

South Plainfield Tigers Roar
Past Raider Hoop Girls, 57-44

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The South Plainfield High School
girls’ basketball team, known as the
Tigers, showcased defensive shut-
downs and clutch shooting to earn a
57-44 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in South Plainfield on Janu-
ary 27.

Despite a poor shooting perfor-
mance, the Raiders did get a strong
front court effort from sophomore
Jackie Law, who posted 13 points,
pulled down 13 rebounds and added
three steals. Senior point guard Allie
Zazzali bagged eight points, includ-
ing one from long range, contributed
five assists and made three steals.
Senior Lauren Mains finished with
nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and two steals. Sophomore Kaylan
Jaichon bucketed six points. Junior
Emily Meehan scored four points and
teammates Molly Meehan and Laura
Degnan contributed two points each.
Niya Santiago netted a game-high 21
points for the 12-1 Tigers.

“We didn’t play badly, but we
couldn’t buy a basket,” said Raider

Head Coach Bruce Davis. “We got
good shots; they just would not go in.
We missed free throws and that has
been a nemesis for a while now. They
have good quickness all over the floor
and we have match-up problems when
we have to go man-on-man against a
team like that and they exploited it. I
don’t think they dominated us. They
made shots and that’s the name of the
game.”

The Raiders turned in a fine first
quarter performance from their
frontcourt, including a run of five
unanswered points, a 3-pointer by
Mains and two by Law. In the quarter,
Law finished with four points, while
Zazzali, Molly Meehan and Jaichon
combined for six points, bringing a
13-11 advantage.

Things did not continue to go as
planned for the Raiders in the second
quarter as the Tigers took advantage
of their zone press and turned in a
dominant performance, outscoring
the Raiders 18-7. Emily Meehan buck-
eted four points and Law added three.

The Raiders closed the gap to 31-
24, midway through the third quarter

when Jaichon knocked in a lay-up
and Zazzali, off a steal by Law,
knocked down a 3-point jumper. The
Tigers, however, took advantage of
some bad rotations on defense, al-
lowing inside penetrating, and scored
while the Raider offense went ice
cold.

The Raiders continued with strong
play in the fourth quarter but so did
the Tigers with an offensive mix on
the fast break to outlast the Raiders,
20-17. Law pumped in six points.
Mains connected with two buckets
from outside the paint and knocked in
a driving lay-up off a swipe. Zazzali
connected with three-point play off a
steal and Jaichon knocked in the last
shot of the game.

“We were off. I don’t know what it
is. It’s basketball and it’s just the way
it goes,” said Law. “One game, two
games out of the year, it’s going to
happen even the best of teams. We hit
a couple here and there in the third
quarter it would have been a different
game. We’ll come back from it.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13   7   7 17 44
South Plainfield 11 18   8 20 57

WF Blue Devil Bowlers Break
WC Record with 14th Shutout

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team improved to 18-1 by
defeating Irvington, 7-0, on January
25. The Blue Devils set a Watchung
Conference record with their 14th
shutout of the season.

The Blue Devils won Game 1, 1005-
832, Game 2, 904-734, and Game 3,
1010-751. In the first game, junior
Eric Curialle rolled a 258 game. Brett
Ettinger and Harrison Mercado also
had strong efforts with 231 and 210,
respectfully.

In Game 2, Mercado had the only
game above 200. In Game 3, Ettinger
bowled 226 and Bryan Elsasser hit

212. Ettinger had high series with a
643, Curialle was second with a 610
and Mercado finished with a 607.

“The 14th shut out is a conference
record, which we will have an oppor-
tunity to add to it as we still have four
more games to play,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Mike Tirone.

The JV team improved to 16-1 by
also defeating Irvington, 7-0. Sopho-
more Matt Marcus had two, 200
games (206, 221) to lead the team.
Sophomores Kevin Murphy, Matt
Catenucci and Brian Dunn gave
Marcus plenty of help. Junior Jesse
Embry had a high game of 207.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING HEAVILY GUARDED…Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, is being heavily guarded by a South Plainfield Tiger defender.
Zazzali finished with eight points.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACHIEVING A MILESTONE…Blue Devil junior Erin Miller, No. 11, broke the
1,000-point mark in the game against Elizabeth on January 23.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD DUTCH COLONIAL $620,000 SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,199,000
Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication in new construction to be built at 507
Westfield Rd.  5,000 sq. ft. Colonial Tudor featuring 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths & all the amenities
you have come to expect in fine homes.  Upon entering the soaring two story foyer you will be captivated
by inlaid/hardwood floors woven throughout the formal living & formal dining rooms & study.  The heart
of any great home beats in the kitchen & this home is no exception w/fine cabinetry draped in granite,
superior appliances, 3 fireplaces, wine cellar, exercise room and more.  Call now while you can still add
your own personal touches.  (052001104)

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000

SCOTCH PLAINS BEAUTIFUL! $499,800
Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop with backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and
key pad entry.  Family room with walk-out patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing.  (052001307)

Nestled on a beautifully landscaped oversized lot, this warm & inviting Westfield home offers the charm
you are looking for plus 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, central air, hardwood floors & an elegant foyer with natural
wood trim.  The formal living room is bright, airy & features a gas fireplace.  This home has been thoughtfully
decorated & maintained from top to bottom.  It is close to schools, town & train.  If you just want to move-
in, unpack & relax make this the first home you see.  (052001637)

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this
6,000 SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver
an unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large
bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with
wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with French
doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops, pantry, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an
elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  (052001359)

BUY FOR $2,739/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $529,800
Quality built, tastefully decorated Ranch featuring three bedrooms, two full baths, gas/central air, living
room with fireplace.  Lower level recreation room, attached garage.  (052001598)

BUY FOR $2,340/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $3,512/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
BUY FOR $2,208/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!


