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County Taxes to Jump $12.9 Mil.
Under $415-Mil. Spending Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County taxes would
increase in 19 of the 21 municipali-
ties under a $415.2-million executive
budget submitted to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders last week by
County Manager George Devanney.
The spending plan is up nearly $15
million – 3.6 percent – over 2006,
with the proposed tax levy jumping
$12.9 million – 5.7 percent – to $239.6
million.

Locally, county taxes in Westfield
would rise $131 on average to $2,306;
$102 in Scotch Plains to $1,685; $73
in Fanwood to $1,418 and $64 in
Mountainside to $2,102. Garwood
residents would see a $50 decline for
an average county tax bill of $1,119.
Summit homeowners would see the
largest increase of $191 to $3,128,
followed by Westfield and neighbor-
ing Clark, which would see a $114
hike to $1,391. Cranford taxpayers
would pay $1,459, an increase of
$77, according to “average house-
hold impact” figures released by the
county’s public information depart-
ment based on the projected $13-
million increase in county taxes.

The proposal, which will be re-
viewed by the freeholders’ finance
committee over the next few months,
would mean county taxes have in-
creased $89.5 million since 2000,
when they were $150.1 million, an
increase of 59.6 percent, based on tax
levy figures.

The county’s spending plan was
$355.9 million in 2004 with a tax levy
of $203.8 million, $390 million in
2005 with taxes at $216.3 million and
$400.8 million with taxes at $226.6
million last year, according to data
from previous budgets.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the amount that the aver-
age county taxpayer pays has actu-
ally increased by 48 percent over the
last seven years.

“The figure I was talking about was
the average tax increase, not the tax
levy, which is a misleading figure and
not a true barometer at all for what
taxpayers pay. The tax levy has never
been an accurate barometer of what
homeowners pay in terms of taxes
because it includes commercial
taxes,” Mr. D’Elia said in an e-mail.

In terms of revenues, the county tax
levy has risen from accounting for 49
percent of total revenues in 2000 to 57
percent last year and would remain at
that percentage under the executive bud-
get. The county’s surplus is down $1.5
million from last year to $20 million.

In a budget letter to the freeholders

Report Recommends $1.6-Million
Bond Referendum for SPF Fields

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi last Thursday recommended
the district put a $1.575-million bond
referendum to voters in September to
support improvements to the district’s
high-school athletic fields.

Mr. DelSordi said the athletic fields
report, which he prepared, recom-
mends an April bond referendum but
the board’s finance committee rec-
ommends that the board present the
first bond referendum to voters in
September.

According to the report, the bond
proposal anticipates a need for
$800,000 of the proposed $1.575
million to improve the football and
varsity soccer fields. An additional
$400,000 to $475,000 might be re-

quired to resurface the track field;
however, that amount would not be
included in the bond referendum.

Board and finance committee mem-
ber Donald Parisi said track-repair
costs are not included in the proposed
bond because the track would be re-
paired regardless of the referendum’s
outcome. He said the athletic fields
could not wait until the board gath-
ered the information to fund new
classrooms. He said the two needs
could not be consolidated into one
referendum.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Parisi
said, “It’s too early to predict what
we’ll need (to add more classrooms).
To include it in the September bond
we’d need to know by June, and that’s
too early to know. You have to project
it out pretty carefully.

“We clearly have a bubble moving

through, and we have to be ready for
that, but we don’t have enough [infor-
mation] right now to plan that out and
cost that out.”

The athletic fields report proposes
to not include $775,000 of the $1.575
million needed in the bond and to
instead receive that portion from other
sources such as Scotch Plains and
Fanwood municipalities, the County
of Union and the SPF Field Develop-
ment Foundation, a foundation
formed specifically to raise money
for the athletic fields.

Scotch Plains resident Anthony
Giannaci spoke on behalf of the foun-
dation during the meeting’s public
comment period and asked the board
to “move in a more expeditious man-
ner” and go with an April vote rather
than a September vote.

At its January 11 meeting, the BOE
received a demographics report pre-
pared by board-contracted company
Statistical Analysis, LLC, of
Secaucus. The report projects a de-
crease in the student population by
2012 but a “growth bubble” in the
middle schools and high school dur-
ing the next three or four years. Citing
the demographics and athletic fields
reports, Mr. DelSordi said, “It’s clear
to the administration that something
will have to be done to accommodate
that growth.”

Regarding the need for upgrades
and repairs to the athletic fields, Mr.
DelSordi said school sports teams, as
well as community organizations, use
the fields. He estimated that “field
utilization is at about 120 percent.”

“We don’t have sufficient fields to
meet the needs of our student popula-
tion. A goal would be to keep up with
growth,” Mr. DelSordi said.

In his report, Mr. Del Sordi stated,
“Based on our existing conditions,
the cost range for the football field is
$740,000 to $875,000… The cost
associated with the installation of ar-
tificial turf on the soccer field is esti-
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE KIT...The 2007 School Board Candidate Kit
prepared by the New Jersey School Boards Association, njsba.org, has been
posted on the Internet by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at timesnj.com/
features and is available for the public to download. Multiple local school board
officials have told the newspaper that the candidate kits at their offices are in short
supply and are only being made available to those who actually file to be a
candidate. To be a candidate for school board this year, a citizen must file by the
deadline of Monday, February 26 at 4 p.m. at his or her respective BOE office.

Courtesy of the SP-F Historical Society
LOOKING BACK…Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, which burned to the ground
last week, is shown here as it looked in
1944. This photo was a gift to the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
from Jeanette Rotella. In 1944, the es-
tablishment was the Glenview Manor
and was owned by the Triano family.

Charlie Brown’s Looks to
Rebuild, Open by Labor Day

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s officials said this week that
they anticipate having a newly-built
restaurant open by Labor Day fol-
lowing a fire that destroyed the Scotch
Plains restaurant on North Avenue.

Ray Chmiel, vice president of con-
struction for
Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, said
the company’s
“expectations are
to be open by La-
bor Day.” Mr.
Chmiel said
Charlie Brown’s
“will not reuse the
foundation be-
cause the ADA
(Americans with
Disabilities Act)
makes lowering
the building to
ease wheelchair
access sensible,”
and that they “will
likely change the
building’s foot-
print slightly to improve function.”
Charlie Brown’s has already demol-
ished the small bit of the structure
remaining after the January 24 fire.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “We will not be an obstacle to
them.” The mayor said he expected
most township approvals to be “fairly
quick and easy,” in part because the
recent renovation had reviewed most
issues.

Additionally, Mayor Marks said,
“I’m very pleased at the response of
the firefighting team.” Firefighters
from Scotch Plains and surrounding
municipalities fought the early-morn-
ing blaze for hours. Pictures and video
are available at goleader.com.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said, “The cause (of the fire) will

remain undeter-
mined, and the fire
is considered to be
of accidental ori-
gin.”

Mr. Ellis said if
any further inves-
tigation were done,
Charlie Brown’s
insurance com-
pany would handle
it. The fire began
in a wall behind
the bar area, which
was part of the old
b a l l o o n - s t y l e
structure, leading
some to speculate
that an electrical
issue was the prob-
able cause.

The age of the building appears to
be a factor in its loss, multiple resi-
dents said. The building had a lot of
history in the township. It was known
as the Glenview Manor, a restaurant
and bar, when it was operated by An-
thony and Carmela Triano from early
in World War II until the early 1970s.

According to Jeanette Rotella, Mrs.
Triano’s sister, many area romances
blossomed at the Glenview Manor
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Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARKING WOES...The Scotch Plains council last night introduced an ordinance that would limit parking on multiple
streets surrounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School during school hours. The governing body will hold a public hearing
on the ordinance on February 27. Above, policemen (background on right) enforce existing parking restrictions on Happel
Court, which is adjacent to the high school. See related article below.

BPA, Council Reps. Discuss
Bus. Registration Ordinance

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Representatives of
Fanwood’s Business and Professional
Association (BPA) met recently with
borough council liaison Joseph Higgins
as part of ongoing efforts to amend a
local business registration ordinance.

Under the ordinance as originally
written, new and existing businesses
would have to pay a $25 registration
fee, which borough officials said would
cover “administrative expenses.”

Borough officials now hope to in-
troduce a new version of the ordi-
nance, including amendments, at their
agenda meeting on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 6, and then possibly adopt it after
a public hearing at their regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 13, with an
eye toward having it on the books by
Thursday, March 1.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council had planned to adopt

the measure – which had been ap-
proved on July 11, 2006, at a public
council meeting – after a public hear-
ing at its regular meeting last Novem-
ber. However, the governing body
delayed formal adoption at that meet-
ing after the BPA told local officials it
had not been aware of the measure
until several days before the meeting.

“I wasn’t happy how it happened,”
said Peter Chemidlin, president of
Family Investors Co. and the head of
the BPA, in a recent phone interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Now we’re just trying to make
the best of the situation from at least
the Business and Professional
Association’s perspective; obviously,
someone dropped the ball.”

Last fall, borough officials – who
said they never meant to exclude the
BPA – indicated the original intent of
the ordinance was to use a local busi-
ness registration process to develop
“an accurate database” containing all
names, addresses and contact infor-
mation for local business owners, as
well as types of businesses and other
information pertinent to safety, zon-
ing and other local regulations.

Mr. Chemidlin met with Mr.
Higgins on January 15, along with
Dale Flowers of the BPA, to discuss
ways to “soften the language” of the
ordinance “so that it is more accept-
able to the [local business] owners.”

“I think that was the big concern,”
said Mr. Chemidlin. “Some of the
language in the original ordinance
had a lot of people concerned.”

Mr. Chemidlin said the amend-
ments discussed so far “seemed to be
at least a little more acceptable to
what we were looking for.”

In a recent phone interview with
The Times, Mr. Higgins said the
borough’s attorney, Dennis Estis, has
been researching similar measures in
other towns in preparing to amend the

SP-F BOE, PTA
Roundtable

Focuses on Bonds
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Parent-Teacher Association
met at Terrill Middle School Tuesday
night for a public roundtable.

Parents posed questions to board
members, the superintendent and as-
sistant superintendent, the business
administrator and curriculum staff
about concerns ranging from district
language-arts competency to budget
constraints and the timing of spring
break.

The BOE also had questions for
parents. Most prominent, as voiced
by BOE President Thomas Russo,
was, “How do you feel about turf
fields at the high school?” Mr. Russo
posed the question in light of a pro-
posed $800,000 bond referendum the
BOE might present to voters either in
April or September tied to covering
two of the SPF high school’s athletic
fields with artificial turf. (See lead
story for details).

PTA President Lorraine Staniec
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BOE Candidates
File by Feb. 26

AREA – Annual school board elec-
tions and budget referendums will be
held Tuesday, April 17, throughout
the state. The deadline to file as a
candidate seeking election to local
boards of education is Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, at 4 p.m. at one’s local BOE
business office. The 2007 School
Board Candidates Kit can be obtained
from BOE business offices or down-
loaded from the Internet at
goleader.com/features.

The kit is produced by the New
Jersey School Boards Association and
is applicable to all districts holding
elections. It includes information
about legal qualifications for school-
board candidacy, campaign proce-
dures, the role of the school board
member, the New Jersey School Eth-
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Public Hearing on SPFHS
Parking Reset to Feb. 27

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance to restrict parking on
multiple streets surrounding Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in an
attempt to address complaints from
residents about excessive student
parking in those areas.

The new ordinance, which would
affect Church Street, Portland Av-
enue, Watchung View Place, West
Court, Sunrise Court, Old Farm Road,
Cedar Street and Concord Road,
would include restrictions similar to
what has been in effect since 2003 on
Carol Place and Monica Place. Park-
ing would be prohibited between 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on school days except
for residents living on those streets.
Enforcement of the ordinance would
include the issuance of parking per-
mits to residents for use by them and
their guests.

Mayor Martin Marks said the later
start time for the ordinance is due to

concerns raised by parents regarding
morning drop-off of children at nearby
Evergreen School. The public hear-
ing on the ordinance has been moved
to Tuesday, February 27, after a spe-
cial request from the high-school PTA.
The SPFHS PTA will hold a previ-
ously scheduled meeting on Febru-
ary 13, the date when the public hear-
ing on the ordinance had originally
been scheduled.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
change order to the contract with Paley
Construction Co., which is perform-
ing the improvements and repairs to
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing. The $28,048 in additional work
involves the rebuilding of the
building’s front entrance stairs and
concrete platform and the replace-
ment of the sidewalk plaza between
the building entrance and Park Av-
enue.

Joseph Duff, president of theScotch
Plains Library Board of Trustees, an-
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Happy Groundhog Day!
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source: County of Union budgets, 2007 Executive Budget
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2007 School Board Candidate Kit
Prepared by the NJ School Boards Association


