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Blue Devil Swim Girls Down
Bridgewater Panthers, 92-78

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
BridgeH2O Panthers, 98-72

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5 Baths.

Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain  & Fancy kitchen

cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00  •  908-414-1208

to get herself going,” said coach
Smith.

Junior Catherine Maguire and
Heffernan touched 1-2 in the 100-
breaststroke with respective times of
1:11.84 and 1:12.15 to give the Blue
Devils a little breathing room with an
84-72 lead entering the final event.

More Blue Devil depth was shown
in several events. Meredith Smith,
Maguire, Becky DeLaFuente and
Emily Budnick took third in the 200-
medley relay. Smith placed second in
the 200-free at 2:03.51, Maguire
touched third in the 200-individual
medley at 2:20.01, Lauren Sullivan
placed third in the 50-free at 26.49
and Hawkins touched second in the
100-fly with a time of 1:02.26.
Hawkins and Smith touched 2-3 in
the 100-back stroke with respective
times of 1:04.29 and 1:05.08. The
Blue Devils also took 2-3 in the 200-
free relay (Sullivan, Olivia Scrofani,
DeLaFuente, Budnick at 1:45.79, and

Maguire, Higgins, Ally Rose, Elaine
Anderson at 1:48.33).

Coach Smith’s unique condition-
ing program, consisting of dry land
work and running in addition to the
swimming seems to have paid off.

“They have been running and we
try to on Saturdays to play a different
sport. We joke about it being cross-
training. It’s going well,” coach Smith
said.
WESTFIELD 92, BRIDEH2O 78
200 medley relay: W (Liz Hawkins, Kate
Heffernan, Suzanne Lemberg, Alexi
Kuska) 1:53.21
200 free: Kuska (W) 1:55.35
200 IM: Wendy Liu (B) 2:17
50 free: Lemberg (W) 24.31
100 fly: Hannah Gonzalez (B) 1:01.4
100 free: Lemberg (W) 53.24
500 free: Kuska (W) 5:05.98
200 free relay: B (Sara Kuscan, Alex
Enny, Gonzalez, Casey Stahl) 1:42.32
100 back: Mara Valenzuela (B) 1:01.51
100 breast: Catherine McGuire (W)
1:11.84
400 free relay: W (Lemberg, Meredith
Smith, Hawkins, Kuska) 3:40.68

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Wojcik to be Inducted
In N.J. Lacrosse Hall of Fame

Devils of the Week
Lemberg, Smith,
Hawkins, Kuska
Girls swimming

“We are a deep team and the guys
are really working hard. They all have
set some high goals as always. We
wanted to get started off on a good
foot and it showed today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Jeff Knight. “When
it gets down to it, we have a really
deep team and there are guys who
will be able to swim in any position I
put them. These guys want to be in the
water. They don’t care where I put
them and they are ready to go as soon
as they get in there.”

Sophomore Matt Meserole and jun-
ior Evan Paulan touched 1-3 in the
100-backstroke with respective times
of 55.25 and 58.12. Freshman Larry
Zhang won the 100-breaststroke with
a time of 1:04.38. Meserole, Zhang,
Blutfield and Green at 1:41.99 and
John Taylor, Morgan, Holt and Paulan
at 1:47.23 gave the Blue Devils a
great start by touching 1-3 in the first
event, the 200-medley relay.

Meserole (2:07.09), Morgan
(2:08.2) and Zhang (2:08.66) touched
2-3-4 in the 200-individual medley

and Paulan (56.82), Matt Blutfield
(57.36) and Taylor (1:00.31) took 2-3-
4 in the 100-butterfly. Green (50.1)
and Mike Oster (52.13) touched 2-3 in
the 100-free. Green (22.71) and Boyle
(24.86) placed 2-3 in the 50-free.

“There were countless guys. Evan
Paulan, in the butterfly, dropped a
considerable amount of time. Jon Holt
anchored the 200-free relay and swam
a phenomenal leg (23.97). He hasn’t
been doing that until today,” coach
Knight said.

The Blue Devils’ depth also came
through in the final event when
DeLaFuente, Morgan, Oster and
Meserole at 3:25.65 and Holt, Taylor,
Zhang and Paulan at 3:39.3 placed 2-
3 in the 400-free relay.

“I could give you every guy on our
team. They all swam phenomenal. In
every race, whether it be an inside
lane or and outside lane, the guys
swam great. When it comes down to
it, we want good swims. Wins are
great but we want the guys to swim to
their potential,” said coach Knight.
WESTFIELD 98, BRIDGEH2O 72
200 medley relay: W (Meserole, Zhang,
Blutfield, Green) 1:41.99
200 free: DeLaFuente (W) 1:48.33
200 IM: Tom Rinaldi (B) 2:06.24
50 free: Frank Cuzzola (B) 22.24
100 fly: Brian Barr (B) 56.29
100 free: Cuzzola (B) (49.83)
500 free: DeLaFuente (W) 5:03.91
200 free relay: W (Green, Blutfield, Oster,
DeLaFuente) 1:33.11
100 back: Meserole (W) 55.25
100 breast: Zhang (W) 1:04.38
400 free relay: B (Ernesto Daset, David
Yao, Barr, Cuzzola) 3:27.66

Reading is Good For You
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Growing up in what would have to
be called the Golden Era of sports at
Westfield High School, Chris Wojcik,
and his brothers Randy and Glenn,
couldn’t help but get caught up in the
atmosphere.

“When I was young, my father
showed me pictures of WHS football
games in the ’70s at the Field House.
The stands were packed and people
were standing ten deep around the
field,” Wojcik said last week. “You
could sense the electricity in the air,
and from that moment on I wanted to
be a big part of Westfield sports.”

Although Chris was highly influ-
enced both early and later in life by the
late Gary Kehler, whose great WHS
football teams he had enjoyed seeing
pictures of, the sport that the Wojcik
boys seemed most likely to be in-
volved with was baseball. Their father,
Randy, was a standout athlete at South
River High School and later pitched at
Stevens Tech in Hoboken.

“My brothers and I all grew up play-
ing baseball, but we grew up on the
same street (Grandview Avenue) as
Shaun Cherewich (the founder of the
WHS lacrosse program). He would
always encourage my brothers and I to
play lacrosse. He was very persistent

and, eventually, each of us decided to
try and lacrosse and we loved it. And
he was a great coach, pushing me and
guiding me to reach my potential, on
and off the field.

“Skip Prybylski and Tom Sprague
ran the town lacrosse league when I
was growing up and I always appreci-
ated their tireless work and dedication
to the young players in Westfield.”

All of those influences — combined
with the work ethic inherited from his
mother (Marie) and the constant sup-
port of his grandparents (Lucielle and
Chip) and trying to emulate former
WHS athletes like Rob and Gregg
Schmalz — will be rewarded on Sun-
day, Jan. 26, 2008, when Chris Wojcik
is inducted into the New Jersey La-
crosse Hall of Fame, at the Busch
Campus Dining Hall in Piscataway.

At WHS, Wojcik was a standout in
soccer, wrestling and lacrosse. In 2002
he was inducted into the WHS Athletic
Hall of Fame.

A two-time All-State and three-time
All-County selection in soccer, he
earned All-American honors while lead-
ing the 1991 WHS team to the state
Group 4 championship and a No. 1
ranking in the Star Ledger. The soccer
team was 51-10-3 during his three years.

As a wrestler Wojcik was a state

tournament qualifier as a junior, while
finishing second at the county and Dis-
trict 11 tournaments. He was a member
of the 1990 team that finished second to
Madison Central (now Old Bridge) in
the state Group 4 championships. Dur-
ing his three years WHS was 35-10-1,
and Wojcik’s personal record was 44-
18-1, including 26-6 as a junior 152-
pounder.

But it was as a lacrosse player that
Wojcik really stood out from the pack.
A two-time All-American in 1991 (as
an attackman) and ’92 (as a midfielder),
he also earned first-team All-State both
years. He finished among the all-time
leaders at WHS with 106 career goals
and 65 assists for 171 points. He played
in the national high school North-South
game and was an alternate on the 1992
U-19 USA team. His WHS teams went
35-18.

When the Star-Ledger came out with
its All-Time teams by decade in 2000,
Wojcik was named for the 1990s in
both soccer and lacrosse. His teams’
combined records for all three sports
was 121-38-4.

And he was only just getting started
as he accepted his diploma from WHS
in June 1992.

At Harvard Wojcik was a three-time
All-Ivy selection in both
soccer and lacrosse. In his
senior year (1995-96) he
was the first two-sport
male captain at Harvard in
over a decade.

The Harvard lacrosse
team was ranked as high
as No. 5 in the nation is
senior year and reached
the NCAA tournament
quarterfinals. His 89 goals
and 45 assists make him
the all-time scoring leader
among midfielders at
Harvard. And in 1996 he
was awarded the presti-
gious William J. Bingham
Award as the Crimson’s
top athlete.

And still he was not
done. Before become an
assistant coach at Harvard
five years ago, Wojcik
spent time playing for the
Chadstone Lacrosse Club
in Australia, where he was
the team’s 1997 Most Valu-
able Player, and MVP of
the Victoria League.

But no matter where he traveled and
what level of play he was at, Chris
Wojcik never forgot his roots, never
forgot the people who helped him be-
come the man he became.

“When I think back on playing sports
in Westfield, two words come to mind:
pride and community,” he said. “I re-
member Westfield as a tight-knit, pas-
sionate community. Sports were part
of the fabric of the community and the
town rallied around its teams. So many
teams were successful and you could
sense the pride in the hallways of the
high school.”

THREE-SPORT ATHLTES
Speaking of three-sport athletes,

WHS has been amazingly lucky over

the years to produce some of the best
anywhere. Not counting athletes who
only ran (cross country, indoor and
outdoor track), here is The Den’s list of
the 20 best three-sport varsity athletes
ever (male and female), in alphabeti-
cal order:

For the guys:
Terry Bentley (1958): football,

swimming, tennis.
Tom Bonard (2007): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Dave Brown (1988): football, bas-

ketball, lacrosse.
Brian Ciemniecki (1996): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jan Cocozziello (2004): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jay Cook (2002): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Bob Davis (1974): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Bobby Dougherty (1947): football,

basketball, baseball.
Bobby Flynn (1967): soccer, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Marty Howarth (1963): football,

wrestling, baseball.
Jim Kane (1941): football, basket-

ball, track.
Steve McCoy (1965): soccer, div-

ing, tennis.
Sam Mitchell (1949): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Bryan Power (2005): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Dave Townley (1950): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Lamont Turner (1999): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jim Turpin (1942): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Greg Weiss (1962): football, swim-

ming, baseball.
Joe Wiendl (1964): football, wres-

tling, baseball.
Chris Wojcik (1992): see above.
Also considered: Mike Baly, Paul

Baly, Gerry Benaquista, Harry
Bourque, Fred Byrne*, John Byrne,
Seth Coren, Jay Isbrecht, Ken Marsh,
Jim McKeon, Jim Minno, Buddy
Robinson, Rick Sampson, Charlie
Schrope, Scott Selert, Mike Stagaard,
Kurt Stiefken, Dick Stotler, Rick
Thorne*, Earl Vigne, Dwight Winn*.

*Byrne (’67) played one year of
baseball at WHS, later star linebacker
at Upsala and among the most talented
basketballers the town ever saw;

Thorne (’67) might have been the
best of ’em all, but injuries kept him
from becoming a great quarterback,
point guard and catcher;

Winn (’62) was one of the great
football players in school history, and
a definite Top 10 all-timer, but he didn’t
play varsity basketball or baseball at
WHS.

For the girls:
Jackie Booth (1978): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Claudia Carnevale (1990): field

hockey, basketball, softball.
Denise Comby (1980): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Julie DeCosta (1975): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Chris Diemer (1980): field hockey,

basketball, softball.

Kris Fietkiewicz (2006): volleyball,
basketball, softball.

Eileen Jackson (1976): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Nancy Kasko (1985): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Kim Kumpf (1990): soccer, basket-
ball, softball.

Debbie Lawyer (1974): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Liz McKeon (1999): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Kathy McNally (1984): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Noreen Morris (1983): soccer, bas-
ketball, track.

Beth Rennicks (1977): field hockey,
swimming, softball.

Lauren Sinnenberg (2006): soccer,
basketball, lacrosse.

Aimee Stout (1992): gymnastics,
swimming, track.

Laura Todd (1995): soccer, swim-
ming, lacrosse teams.

Lisa Venezia (2003): volleyball, bas-
ketball, softball.

Amy Williams (1997): soccer, bas-
ketball, softball.

Marcie Williams (1990): soccer,
basketball, track.

Also: Hilary Ballin, Ro Fusaro,
Linda Mike.

OLSEN A KNIGHT
It’s been almost 50 years since the

last WHS catcher signed on the dotted
line to play baseball at Rutgers. Back
in the spring of 1959, future Major
League player and manager Jeff
Torborg headed to school on the Banks
of the Raritan.

Now Justin Olsen, the latest in a
long line of outstanding catchers at
WHS, has become a Scarlet Knight,
officially signing his letter of intent
last month. Olsen will be WHS’s start-
ing catcher for the second year, after
playing in right field as a sophomore
while all-stater Mike Murray put the
finishing touches on his four years
behind the plate.

In two seasons on varsity, Olsen has
hit .420 and .413. He is also an out-
standing defensive catcher. This spring
he’ll get to catch one of the best staffs
in a while at WHS, with smoke-throw-
ing Chris Jenkins, crafty Evan Shapiro
and dependable Mike Cappiello.

COMING ATTRACTIONS
For those who like to look ahead, the

next few months of the Devil’s Den
will include some thoughts about the
late Gary Kehler from Jeff Torborg
(’59), an update on the Class of 2008
WHS Hall of Fame inductees, a report
on how and why WHS became the
Blue Devils (with a list of some of
America’s best high school nick-
names), the all-time WHS wrestling
team, an update on the basketball
coaching career of Fred Byrne (’67),
the top families of WHS wrestling
ever, plus an analysis of the key sports
“position” that WHS is best known for.
Is it: Quarterback? Running back?
Linebacker? Catcher? Point guard?
Goalie? Shortstop? Librero?
Midfielder? Softball pitcher?

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Congrats to John Dugan (second

team, defense), Tom Wansaw (second
team, offense) and Dan Selert (third
team, defense) for earning All-state
Group 4 honors, and also first team
All-county.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to Suzanne Lemberg,
Meredith Smith, Liz Hawkins and Alexi
Kuska, the foursome that broke a 27-
year-old 400-yard freestyle relay record
with 3:40.68 during last week’s 92-78
swim win over Bridgewater-Raritan.
Lemberg also broke two other school
marks in the meet, but The Den always
puts team/relay wins ahead of indi-
vidual stuff.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
suggestions and complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

This four bedroom, two and a half bath colonial is situated on a cul-de-sac adjacent to the Acadia Arboretum
which is part of the over 2000 acres of the Watchung Reservation. A wonderful opportunity to make this home
your own, the first floor features a foyer with two closets, large living room, formal dining room, eat-in-kitchen
with planning desk, step down family room with floor to ceiling brick fireplace and built-in, first floor laundry,
and powder room. There are four bedrooms located on the second level including a master suite with dressing
alcove and full bath. The large, freshly painted basement with french drains is ready to be finished. An attached
two car garage has access to the house through the family room.  Offered for $479,000.  WSF0959
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1235
AWARDED TO: Homefirst, Plainfield,

New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide rental assistance

to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December

31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $115,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1287
AWARDED TO: Union County Arts

Center, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

talent for MusiFest
PERIOD: Friday, September 5, 2008and

Saturday, September 6, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $200,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Chris Wojcik (WHS Class of 1992)


