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Steven Kasich and Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLAPSE (May 17)…The collapse of a concrete firewall at the South Avenue Station Mews redevelopment project brought down the roof of Livingston-Wilbor Corporation, left, on May 15. The collapse trapped three individuals inside the business. Two
injured people were Medivac’ed to Robert Wood University Hospital in New Brunswick. FULLY ENGULFED (January 25)…A fire broke out in Charlie Brown’s restaurant located on North Avenue  around 4 a.m. on January 24. The Scotch Plains
Fire Department responded along with mutual-aid units from surrounding towns. The restaurant burned to the ground.

2007 Year In Review: Part 1 – January to June
Charlie Brown’s Burns, Superintendent Foley Retires, FW Mews Falls

JANUARY
Westfield

The year began with multiple area
Catholic churches reporting the theft
of nativity figures from outdoor dis-
plays on the New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day. Westfield Councilman
Sal Caruana called the incidents “pre-
meditated acts of religious hatred.”

At the first town council meeting of
the year, former mayors and council
members, along with state politicians,
came to town hall to hear Mayor
Andy Skibitsky deliver his State of
the Town address. The mayor offered
four goals for 2007 – spending tax
dollars “as efficiently and wisely as
possible,” improving communication,
controlling development and improv-
ing pedestrian and traffic safety.

Councilman Tom Bigosinski voted
against the reappointment of labor
attorney Rick Danser and Town At-
torney Robert Cockren. Fellow
Democrat David Haas voted in favor
of the appointments, as did the mayor
and other council members, all Re-
publicans.

Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers filed a sexual-harassment
lawsuit against the town, the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) and former

police chief Bernard Tracy. Detective
Chambers has been employed by the
WPD since 1995.

The six-count lawsuit alleged that
“during a two-year period, Chief
Tracy regularly
called Detective
Chambers at
home, during
n o n - w o r k i n g
hours and late
into the evening”
and that Mr.
Tracy invited
Detective Cham-
bers “to call him
on his personal
cell phone.”

State elected
officials revealed
at a board-of-
education meet-
ing that Union
County would
not be picked as
part of a pro-
posed bill for a
countywide school district pilot pro-
gram. Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick, both of
Westfield, and Lynne Strickland, ex-
ecutive director of the Garden State

Coalition of Schools, appeared be-
fore the BOE to report on the status of
this proposed bill. “The bill is not
dead yet, but the possibility of the
potential for Union County seems to

be far removed,”
Ms. Strickland
said.

R e c r e a t i o n
Director Bruce
Kaufmann told
the town council
that architects
have rendered
d r a w i n g s
o f M e m o r i a l
Pool, complete
with upgrades to
the kiddie pool
and a replace-
ment to the main
pool. He said the
rep lacements
would take effect
in time for the
2008 season.

Councilman
Jim Foerst said that the “bulk” of
2007 pool membership increases were
due to the newly expanded state sales
tax that grew to include pool mem-
berships.

With 25-percent turnout, Westfield
voters approved a $9.4-million school
bond by 619 votes at a special board-
of-education election. The $6 mil-
lion-bond will be utilized to renovate
Lincoln School at 728 Westfield Av-
enue for use as an
early-childhood
learning center.
The center will
house all of the
town’s kinder-
gartners and dis-
abled pre-kinder-
garten students.

“It is an impres-
sive showing of
community sup-
port,” then-BOE
President Anne
Riegel said. “We
had a lot of resi-
dents working to
explain what this
bond meant for
our community.
This is a signifi-
cant move for-
ward for our
schools.”

Westfield and
M o u n t a i n s i d e
Postmaster Ken-
neth Brown re-
tired after 36
years with the
U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

Garwood
B o r o u g h

Mayor Dennis McCarthy was sworn
in for a second four-year term; Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio took
the oath for another three-year term
and Keith Sluka took the oath for his
first term as a councilman.

Resident Bruce Paterson called the
mayor and council “thugs” and
“criminals” in regards to the timing
of a letter developer James Ward sent
to borough residents telling them of
his decision not to lease the St. Anne’s
School, which he had acquired, to the

Union County Educational Services
Commission’s Hillcrest Academy.
The Westfield BOE had ended the
school’s lease at the town’s Lincoln
School facility following the arrest of
four students on vandalism and auto-
theft charges.

Mr. Ward said in the letter that he
would pursue his original plan to con-
struct age-restricted housing at the
site.

Mountainside
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, (both
LD-21, Westfield) addressed the bor-
ough BOE and nearly 100 residents
to discuss legislation proposing a
county-run school district.

The father of a Union Catholic High
School student who was arrested for
hosting a party for underage drinkers
in November 2006 entered a not-
guilty plea in Mountainside Munici-
pal Court.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley presented the first
phase of 2007-2008 school budget at
a BOE meeting. Mr. O’Malley said a
main goal for next year is to maintain
“current pupil-to-staff ratios and
class-size averages.”

He said the biggest jump in enroll-
ment would be in kindergarten, in
which there could be more than 100
students enrolled. There were 73 kin-
dergarten students registered in 2006-
2007.

The borough council considered
p u r c h a s i n g
metal detectors
for the munici-
pal court, as rec-
ommended by
the state Su-
preme Court.

C h a n t a l
Mueller, 20, of
Fanwood was
killed after her
Acura went off
Route 22 and
struck a tele-
phone pole be-
fore striking nu-
merous small
trees in front of
Sheffield Street
businesses.

The borough
council ap-
pointed Jill
Goode chief fi-
nancial officer
(CFO), former
CFO Dianne
Marus supervi-
sor of accounts
and attorney
James Foerst, a
Westfield coun-
cilman, public
defender.

Scotch Plains
Kevin Glover and Jeff Strauss were

sworn in as the first Democrats to
serve on the township council since
2002. Nancy Malool, a Republican,
took the oath for a second term. Mr.
Glover and Mr. Strauss voted against
the reappointment of Lawrence Woo-
druff as assistant township attorney.
Mr. Glover said he wanted “to bring
more bipartisanship to the process.
Mayor Marks said, “We are not build-
ing a government from scratch,” add-

ing that those reappointed served the
township “remarkably well.”

An early morning three-alarm fire
destroyed Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse on North Avenue. The
fire resulted in the closure of North
Avenue. Officials said contract work-
ers smelled smoke in the building and
called 911. A company representa-
tive at the scene said workers were
doing grouting work on bathroom
tiles at the time.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said the fire call came in at 3:45
a.m. and that the fire began “in a wall
behind the bar.”
The cause re-
mained unknown,
although Scotch
Plains Police Lieu-
tenant Brian
Donnelly said, “It
appears at this
point to be acci-
dental.”

Fire departments
from Westfield,
F a n w o o d ,
K e n i l w o r t h ,
C r a n f o r d ,
M o u n t a i n s i d e ,
G a r w o o d ,
Plainfield and
Elizabeth reported
to the scene.

Fanwood
David Valian

was sworn in as a
new councilman;
Counci lwoman
Donna Dolce began her second term.

A five-count indictment by a
Middlesex County grand jury against
a Fanwood lobbyist, developer, busi-
nessman and Marine Corps intelli-
gence specialist was dismissed after
Raj Mukherji, 22, pleaded guilty to a
trespassing charge following a plea
agreement reached with the
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Mr. Mukherji had initially been
indicted on two counts of stalking
and one count each of witness tam-
pering, burglary and contempt. As-
sistant Prosecutor Manuel Sameiro
said the burglary charge was reduced
to trespassing and “all the other
charges were dismissed.”

“I think it is a fair resolution in light
of the victims’ desires. They approved
the plea,” Mr. Sameiro said.

The assistant prosecutor said as

part of the agreement, Mr. Mukherji
was banned from having any contact
with the two women he allegedly
stalked – a Rutgers University stu-
dent and a woman he had attended
high school with in Union County.

Area
A federal judge ruled in favor of

Union County in dismissing a lawsuit
brought by a former corrections of-
ficer who had charged he was termi-
nated in retaliation for his testimony
against corrections officers in 1998.

Juan Espinoza assisted the county
prosecutor’s office in its investiga-

tion of corrections
officers involved
in the beating and
harassing of Im-
migration and
Natura l iza t ion
Service (INS) de-
tainees in 1995 at
an Elizabeth de-
tention facility.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The town coun-
cil approved an or-
dinance setting
salaries for the
Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Associa-
tion (PBA) Local
90. The four-year
contract, reached
following an
eight-hour nego-
tiation session in

late December 2006, is retroactive to
2006 and ends in 2009.

Under the new contract, a grade 1
police officer, who made $33,277 in
2005, saw an 8-percent spike in pay
to $35,947 in 2007. In 2009, a grade
1 officer will make $40,031 – a 38-
percent increase in seven years.

A police lieutenant who earned
$90,789 in 2005 made $95,881 in
2007 – a 5.6-percent jump. A
Westfield police captain earned
$103,500 this year and will realize a
13.8-percent hike in the contract’s
final year to $117,850.

In other news, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said the town and Officer
Greg Kasko had reached an agree-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS (March 1)...The Westfield High School girls swim
team poses outside of the high school after winning the Public A NJSIAA State
Championship, beating West Winsor-Plainsboro South, 96-74.

Victoria McCabe for The Leader/Times
ROLL OUT THE GREEN CARPET (May
31)...Andrew Shue, left, organized a spe-
cial premiere of “Gracie,” parts of which
were filmed in Westfield, at the Maplewood
Theater on May 29. The film, about a high-
schooler chasing her dream of playing soc-
cer, was inspired by the life of Elisabeth
Shue. Above, stars Andrew Shue, Carly
Schroeder and Elisabeth Shue and direc-
tor Davis Guggenheim attend the “green
carpet” premiere.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
SAVE THE DATE (April 12)…Former
Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and
Richard Codey, center, along with As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield,
gather in the Paper Mill Playhouse
courtyard before an April rally to save
the theater from closing its doors.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARADE O’ THE IRISH (March 15)…Union Township hosted Union County’s
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the largest parades in the state on March
10. The parade has been an area institution since 1997. Thousands of marchers
and spectators participated and viewed the parade. Students of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains carry flags representing the 32 counties of Ireland.
Inset, a member of the Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums keeps
rhythm as he marches.

Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS (April 19)…
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods in
April from heavy rains of a storm that
clobbered the northeast.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LASTING TRIBUTE (May 31)…Morgan’s Rifles, a Revolutionary War re-
enactment group, fires off a salute in honor of fallen United States war veterans.
Members of Lambs Artillery, another reenactment organization, joined them.

Happy New Year 2008

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Courtesy of the FAA
AIR TRAFFIC (May 3)…The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) proposed
changes to air-traffic patterns in the area for landings and departures at Newark
Airport. Pictured above is the web of flights, rearranged to pass over the region
from traffic surrounding the New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia hub. See
goleader.com/features to download detailed FAA reports.

William Foley

Margaret Dolan

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SILVER-SCREEN WIT (June 14)...Movie writer Ira Lewis of Westfield enter-
tains a packed audience at the Northside Trattoria during the screening of
Chinese Coffee, a film he wrote, starring and directed by Al Pacino.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOM! (June 28)…Officers from the Union County Emergency Response Team
enter a building after the door was removed from its hinges with an explosive
charge. The demonstration was part of the Top Gun training being given to police
officers and prosecutors from around the state at the Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOGGIN’ DOWN (May 3)…Lew Porziazzo, center, won the Windmill hot-dog-
eating contest at Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair. He became eligible to enter the
next Windmill event for $1,000, winner-take-all, in Lake Como on August 11.

007 (June 14)…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Class of 2007 forms a human
“07” at its senior class picnic on June 5, with
SPFHS Principal David Heisey looking on in the
foreground.

voters in a candidates’ forum at the
district’s administration offices.

Voters in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood approved the school bud-
get, passed the bond to turf the ath-
letic fields, re-elected Rob O’Connor,
who was unopposed for the Fanwood
seat, and elected Nancy Bauer and
Jane Costello to open seats represent-
ing Scotch Plains on the board of
education.

The $64.5-million school budget
passed by a vote of 2,513 to 1,651.
Voters approved the $2-million turf-
bond referendum, 2,114 to 2,052.

Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse offi-
cials planned a groundbreaking for a
new restaurant on North Avenue in
Scotch Plains after the zoning board
of adjustment approved revised plans
for a new 6,744-square-foot restau-
rant to replace the steakhouse build-
ing that was destroyed by fire.

The township council adopted, by
a 4-1 vote, a $23.3-million municipal
budget that would be financed in part
by a five-point, or 3.6 percent, in-
crease in municipal property taxes.

Fanwood
Two-dozen residents attended a

Fanwood Republican Club-sponsored
meeting to hear a discussion of the
upcoming $2-million school-bond
referendum seeking funds to upgrade
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict fields from grass to artificial turf.

Borough Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, officially filed to run for a
second, four-year term. She was to
have faced opposition from Patricia
Lindsey, the wife of former council-
man Chester Lindsey. In the race for
two seats on the borough council,
Democratic incumbents Katherine
Mitchell and Joseph Higgins faced
opposition from Republicans An-
thony Parenti, who replaced Janek
Anthony Skutnick after he dropped
out, and Joel Stroz. Democrats held a
6-0 majority on the council.

Area
A nor’easter dumped up to nine

inches of rain, causing widespread
street and residential flooding locally.

Sporadic shutdowns were reported
on Route 22 between Springfield and
Scotch Plains. In addition, a major
stormwater-pipe break occurred in
Rahway and Routes 1 and 9, shutting
down Hazelwood Avenue and Main
Street. Some 80 Union County pub-
lic-works employees were on the job,
along with emergency services and
the county department of emergency
management.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the department responded to more
than 157 storm-related calls during
the nor’easter. Most were for flood-
ing conditions, natural gas leaks, elec-
trical conditions and downed power
lines.

Nation
On April 16, 33 people were killed

on the campus of Virginia Tech in the
deadliest shooting rampage in Ameri-
can history, according to the New
York Times. Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks, a Virgina Tech gradu-
ate, feeling for the victims and their
families, said he “wear[s] Virginia
Tech on [his] sleeve.”

MAY
Westfield

School Interim Principal Dennis
Fyffe’s decision to invoke his right to
prior review of “Blue Devil News”
(“BDN”) television shows on TV-36
sparked a censorship debate between
student journalists, teachers and
school and town officials. Mr. Fyffe’s
decision to review each program be-
fore student journalists submitted it
to the local-access channel came af-
ter a commentary segment in a “BDN”

broadcast triggered concerns from
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and school administrators, multiple
sources confirmed.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said, “We are teaching
students to be journalists, and they
must meet certain standards.”

Mr. Fyffe said those standards in-
clude “accurate facts, tone and use of
the English language.”

Westfield’s Jerome Feder, chair-
man of the Union County Aircraft
Noise Advisory Board, addressed the
town council about the Federal Avia-
tion Administration’s (FAA) proposed
methods of controlling noise at New-
ark Liberty International Airport, ul-
timately recommend-
ing the town state its
dissatisfaction with the
process of “fanning.”
Under the plan, the air-
port would “fan”
aircrafts to the west im-
mediately after depar-
tures from Newark.

“That’s pretty oner-
ous,” Mr. Feder said.
“Especially onerous
for Elizabeth.”

Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority
(RVSA) representa-
tives visited the town
council to give an up-
date on what court-or-
dered mandates mean
for the Rahway facility
and how the changes
would affect
Westfield’s annual as-
sessment – what Fi-
nance Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Peter
Echausse had repeat-
edly described as the
“800-pound gorilla.”

The board of educa-
tion announced that
Westfield resident
Eileen Cambria would begin her new
appointment as Franklin Elementary
School principal on September 1. The
board also announced the appoint-
ment of Robert Gardella as assistant
principal at Wilson School.

The Westfield Historical Society
updated the council on its goal to
raise $800,000 to restore the four-
acre Reeve House property at 314
Mountain Avenue, saying it had com-
pleted more than 80 percent of its
goal. The council and the historical
society reached an agreement to re-
store the Reeve House and add a
“carriage-type” structure to it that
would provide a home for the society’s
resources and archives.

Garwood
The borough council passed a reso-

lution lowering the BOE budget by
$88,111 by reducing salaries, admin-
istrative costs, supplies and special-
education transportation, among other
measures.

After voters defeated, by a 292 to
176 count, the original $5.9-million
tax levy in April, the BOE budget
went to the council for deliberation.
After reductions, the tax levy became
$5.84 million.

BOE President Adele Lewis made
a motion to appoint Lincoln School
Principal Teresa Quigley acting su-
perintendent, with Superintendent of
Schools William Murphy hospital-
ized due to a medical condition.

Mountainside
Administrators from the Berkeley

Heights (BH) school district presented
to the borough’s BOE a new rotating
class schedule to be implemented at
Governor Livingston High School
(GLHS) in September. The eight-pe-
riod “Rotating Drop” schedule re-

places the current seven-period day.
The borough council adopted its

$10-million municipal budget and
passed some final amendments based
on a previous calculation error. The
increase per household, based on an
average home assessed at $159,000,
was originally anticipated to be $153.
That increase will now be $170, or 10
tax points, officials said.

BOE Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg announced that negotia-
tions with the Mountainside Educa-
tion Association (MEA) had reached
a stalemate. The two sides brought in
a mediator to try and reach an agree-
ment.

Scotch Plains
A judge upheld the township zon-

ing board of adjustment’s denial of an
application by Cumberland Farms to
expand and upgrade the Gulf gaso-
line station it owns on Route 22.

Work on replacing the Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse in Scotch Plains
began. Ray Chmiel, a vice president
with Charlie Brown’s, said the com-
pany still expected to meet its Labor
Day-opening target.

Fanwood
A suspended Fanwood police of-

ficer pleaded guilty to two counts of
harassment by offensive touching and
agreed to resign from the borough’s
police force.

The borough celebrated the open-
ing of the newly rebuilt LaGrande
Park baseball fields on May 5. Bor-
ough officials dedicated the larger of
the two fields in memory of Dorris
Terry, a longtime resident of Fanwood
and former member of the recreation
commission who passed away in Feb-
ruary.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council approved an amend-
ment to the local land-use ordinance
pertaining to the prevention of “over-
sized houses on undersized lots, more

commonly known as
“McMansions.”

The collapse of a three-
story concrete wall from
the Station Mews rede-
velopment project injured
two workers at a South
Avenue machine shop on
May 15. Three people
were trapped inside the
shop at the time of the
collapse. Mayor Mahr
and other officials said
the cause was unknown
and was under investiga-
tion. Fanwood Police
Chief Donald Domanoski
speculated that wind was
likely a factor in the col-
lapse.

Following the collapse,
the borough issued a stop-
work order on all con-
struction work on The
Station Mews redevelop-
ment project pending an
investigation.

Area
Local residents and

representatives attended
a Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) hear-

ing at the Sheraton Hotel in Newark.
During the hearing, agency officials
discussed proposed changes in both
takeoff and landing patterns being
considered in an attempt to reduce
delays, increase capacity and miti-
gate noise at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport.

The Union County freeholders
adopted a $414.4-million budget that
called for taxes to be increased in 18
of the 21 municipalities as part of a
$238.6-million tax levy. County taxes
would jump 5.27 percent, or $11.6
million –
about $66 per
h o u s e h o l d
countywide,
according to
county offi-
cials.

JUNE
Westfield
T h e

W e s t f i e l d
R e c r e a t i o n
Commission
announced it
would request
that the town
council look
at a $3-mil-
lion project
budget proposal for renovations to
the Memorial Pool.

The proposal includes alterations
to the large pool that would add more
steps, allow it to be used for swim
meets, create a ramp for handicap
accessibility and add a jet pool by
pushing the pool out towards the bath-
rooms. Renovations to the kiddie pool
would include misters in the form of
palm trees and other designs, as well
as a shaded seating area for parents
with toddlers.

The town council conducted a pub-
lic hearing on and unanimously passed
its $2.7-million capital budget, while
two council members voted against a
measure that would increase yearly
attorney rates.

Various road improvements con-
stituted just less than half of the bud-
get, at $1.3 million. Public-works
equipment accounted for just shy of 8
percent of the budget, at $206,000,
with police department expenses to-
taling just under $145,000.

The council also set salaries for
certain employees of the police, fire
and public-works departments, in ad-
dition to non-union employees.

Authorities continued to probe
an early morning break-in at the
Coach store in Westfield, in which
more than $5,000 worth of mer-
chandise was taken. According to
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department, po-
lice responded to a burglar alarm at
3:20 a.m. and found someone had

smashed out a rear window at the
store, located on the 200 block of
East Broad Street.

The board of education voted unani-
mously to appoint Margaret Dolan as
the new superintendent of schools,
effective September 1. The assistant
superintendent of curriculum, instruc-
tion and programs, Ms. Dolan had
worked in the district since 1996. She
served as assistant superintendent of
human resources for four years and
as the principal of Franklin Elemen-
tary School for five years.

In her 29 years as an educator, Ms.
Dolan has worked with the New Jer-
sey Department of Education as a
school-improvement coordinator. She
earned her doctorate in educational
administration from Rutgers Univer-
sity. Ms. Dolan was chosen from 49
applicants, seven of whom inter-
viewed with the board, in the district’s
search for a new superintendent. The
board had hired the national search
from Hazard, Young, Attea & Associ-
ates to assist in the selection process.
Ms. Dolan became the first woman to
hold the position in district history.

“Our process was extremely thor-
ough, concluding after a four-month
intensive effort. We chose the best
candidate for the job,” said board
president Ginny Leiz.

During its   board of directors meet-
ing, the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) dealt with issues rang-
ing from disputes over façade reno-
vation grants to teenagers congregat-
ing outside of the local Starbucks.

Although the former issue went
unsettled for the time being, the DWC
solved the latter by recommending
that an additional police officer be
stationed on the corner outside
Starbucks on Central Avenue during
weekends. Another discussed solu-
tion called for an audio system that
would play “highly classical music”
with the intention of driving away the
young crowd. The board put this idea
on hold.

“The sheer amount of teenagers on
Friday and Saturday nights makes it
difficult for crowd control,” said
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the DWC.

The board of education approved
first-reading changes to the district’s
policy regarding the review proce-
dures of school-sponsored publica-
tions. This policy examination fol-
lowed Westfield High School interim
principal Dennis Fyfe’s decision in
April to invoke the right of prior re-
view of all material used in “Blue
Devil News,” after a student’s contro-
versial commentary regarding the
town council.

“The new policy allows for review
in two ways. One, the faculty adviser
may have a concern about certain
content. Two, the principal may raise
concern about an issue on his own,”
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley said.

Garwood
The borough’s board of education

met for a goal-setting meeting that
lasted four hours. Ray Pinney, advo-
cacy coordinator with the New Jersey
School Boards Association, assisted
the BOE members with implement-
ing goals and concepts that can be
used throughout the school year.

“This BOE is dealing with a unique
situation. Superintendent [William]
Murphy is out on medical [leave]
until further notice, so you have Prin-
cipal Teresa Quigley as acting super-
intendent. Also, Garwood is a small
town with big issues that need to be
resolved,” Mr. Pinney said.

Mountainside
Nearly 100 people crowded the

Beechwood
School media
center for the
BOE’s June
12 meeting,
during which
the board
handed out
multiple spe-
cial awards.

The bor-
ough re-
ceived a
shock when
J o h n
Regentha l ,
56, of
Kenilworth, a
fixture at the

Mountainside 7-11 convenience store
since 1985, died suddenly of heart
failure.

At its June 19 regular session, the
borough council approved an ordi-
nance to prohibit any person under
legal age from knowingly possessing
or consuming an alcoholic beverage
on private property.

Regarding an ongoing issue,  coun-
cil president Keith Turner said at a
council work session that  even if a
parent gives permission for a child to
drink alcohol, he or she must be
present. Following a November 2006
party bust in which a borough resi-
dent was arrested and charged with
making his home available to people
under the age of 21 to consume alco-
holic beverages and providing alco-
hol to minors, Mountainside dis-
cussed strengthening its present law.
At the time of the incident,
Mountainside’s law only applied to
underage drinking on public prop-
erty.

Scotch Plains
Neal LeStrange, an unsuccessful

Democratic candidate for township
council in 2006, filed a lawsuit against
Republican Mayor Martin Marks and
former township police chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, charging they defamed
him during the 2006 campaign when
they “created a false impression” that
Mr. LeStrange was a racist and an
anti-Semite.

Mayor Martin Marks said he would
pay for his own legal representation.

Fanwood
At the first public hearing on the

proposed Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program, Stanley
Slachetka of T&M Associates told
the board it had mupltiple issues to
consider, starting with the number of
properties in the historic district.

Mr. Slachetka said the board must
decide which properties to include.
Also, he said, the board must decide
whether to include 13 homes classi-
fied as historically significant that lay
outside the historic district.

Area
The state, county and municipal

primary elections in Union County
state legislative districts 20, 21 and
22 produced expected results on party
lines. Voter turnout was 13.54 per-
cent, according to the Union County
clerk, in part because of so many
races featuring unchallenged candi-
dates.

Also, in a continued story, the rob-
ber dubbed the “Mad Hatter” extended

POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter will be post-

poned until next week’s issue. Until
then, we offer a few words left in a
note by two of the blotter’s most
infamous Shawshank Redemption-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

his disappearing act with his 17th
robbery, which occurred in Montclair.
While he hit more than eight banks in
Union County, including ones in
Springfield and Union, the Mad Hat-
ter had yet to strike WEstfield, Scotch
Plains or Fanwood.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders approved a new
five-year contract, which called for
a 14-percent hike in salaries over
the lenght of the contract, for the
county’s 59 assistant prosecutors.
The agreement is retroactive to
January 1, 2006.

“We had a very hard-fought nego-
tiation,” said Juan Fernandez, the
assistant prosecutors’ attorney dur-
ing negotiations. He said county of-
ficials were concerned that taxpay-
ers could not afford the contract pack-
age sought by the assistant prosecu-
tors.

Beth Budnick, Paul Peyton and
Victoria McCabe compiled this re-
port.

style jailbreakers: “Thank you Of-
ficer . . . for the tools needed. You’re
a real pal. Happy holidays.” Wishing
you all the same (except maybe that
“tools needed” part).
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Steven Kasich and Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLAPSE (May 17)…The collapse of a concrete firewall at the South Avenue Station Mews redevelopment project brought down the roof of Livingston-Wilbor Corporation, left, on May 15. The collapse trapped three individuals inside the business. Two
injured people were Medivac’ed to Robert Wood University Hospital in New Brunswick. FULLY ENGULFED (January 25)…A fire broke out in Charlie Brown’s restaurant located on North Avenue  around 4 a.m. on January 24. The Scotch Plains
Fire Department responded along with mutual-aid units from surrounding towns. The restaurant burned to the ground.

2007 Year In Review: Part 1 – January to June
Charlie Brown’s Burns, Fanwood Mews Falls, LeStrange Files Lawsuit

JANUARY
Westfield

The year began with multiple area
Catholic churches reporting the theft
of nativity figures from outdoor dis-
plays on the New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day. Westfield Councilman
Sal Caruana called the incidents “pre-
meditated acts of religious hatred.”

At the first town council meeting of
the year, former mayors and council
members, along with state politicians,
came to town hall to hear Mayor
Andy Skibitsky deliver his State of
the Town address. The mayor offered
four goals for 2007 – spending tax
dollars “as efficiently and wisely as
possible,” improving communication,
controlling development and improv-
ing pedestrian and traffic safety.

Councilman Tom Bigosinski voted
against the reappointment of labor
attorney Rick Danser and Town At-
torney Robert Cockren. Fellow
Democrat David Haas voted in favor
of the appointments, as did the mayor
and other council members, all Re-
publicans.

Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers filed a sexual-harassment
lawsuit against the town, the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) and former

police chief Bernard Tracy. Detective
Chambers has been employed by the
WPD since 1995.

The six-count lawsuit alleged that
“during a two-year period, Chief
Tracy regularly
called Detective
Chambers at
home, during
n o n - w o r k i n g
hours and late
into the evening”
and that Mr.
Tracy invited
Detective Cham-
bers “to call him
on his personal
cell phone.”

State elected
officials revealed
at a board-of-
education meet-
ing that Union
County would
not be picked as
part of a pro-
posed bill for a
countywide school district pilot pro-
gram. Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick, both of
Westfield, and Lynne Strickland, ex-
ecutive director of the Garden State

Coalition of Schools, appeared be-
fore the BOE to report on the status of
this proposed bill. “The bill is not
dead yet, but the possibility of the
potential for Union County seems to

be far removed,”
Ms. Strickland
said.

R e c r e a t i o n
Director Bruce
Kaufmann told
the town council
that architects
have rendered
d r a w i n g s
o f M e m o r i a l
Pool, complete
with upgrades to
the kiddie pool
and a replace-
ment to the main
pool. He said the
rep lacements
would take effect
in time for the
2008 season.

Councilman
Jim Foerst said that the “bulk” of
2007 pool membership increases were
due to the newly expanded state sales
tax that grew to include pool mem-
berships.

With 25-percent turnout, Westfield
voters approved a $9.4-million school
bond by 619 votes at a special board-
of-education election. The $6 mil-
lion-bond will be utilized to renovate
Lincoln School at 728 Westfield Av-
enue for use as an
early-childhood
learning center.
The center will
house all of the
town’s kinder-
gartners and dis-
abled pre-kinder-
garten students.

“It is an impres-
sive showing of
community sup-
port,” then-BOE
President Anne
Riegel said. “We
had a lot of resi-
dents working to
explain what this
bond meant for
our community.
This is a signifi-
cant move for-
ward for our
schools.”

Westfield and
M o u n t a i n s i d e
Postmaster Ken-
neth Brown re-
tired after 36
years with the
U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

Garwood
B o r o u g h

Mayor Dennis McCarthy was sworn
in for a second four-year term; Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio took
the oath for another three-year term
and Keith Sluka took the oath for his
first term as a councilman.

Resident Bruce Paterson called the
mayor and council “thugs” and
“criminals” in regards to the timing
of a letter developer James Ward sent
to borough residents telling them of
his decision not to lease the St. Anne’s
School, which he had acquired, to the

Union County Educational Services
Commission’s Hillcrest Academy.
The Westfield BOE had ended the
school’s lease at the town’s Lincoln
School facility following the arrest of
four students on vandalism and auto-
theft charges.

Mr. Ward said in the letter that he
would pursue his original plan to con-
struct age-restricted housing at the
site.

Mountainside
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, (both
LD-21, Westfield) addressed the bor-
ough BOE and nearly 100 residents
to discuss legislation proposing a
county-run school district.

The father of a Union Catholic High
School student who was arrested for
hosting a party for underage drinkers
in November 2006 entered a not-
guilty plea in Mountainside Munici-
pal Court.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley presented the first
phase of 2007-2008 school budget at
a BOE meeting. Mr. O’Malley said a
main goal for next year is to maintain
“current pupil-to-staff ratios and
class-size averages.”

He said the biggest jump in enroll-
ment would be in kindergarten, in
which there could be more than 100
students enrolled. There were 73 kin-
dergarten students registered in 2006-
2007.

The borough council considered
p u r c h a s i n g
metal detectors
for the munici-
pal court, as rec-
ommended by
the state Su-
preme Court.

C h a n t a l
Mueller, 20, of
Fanwood was
killed after her
Acura went off
Route 22 and
struck a tele-
phone pole be-
fore striking nu-
merous small
trees in front of
Sheffield Street
businesses.

The borough
council ap-
pointed Jill
Goode chief fi-
nancial officer
(CFO), former
CFO Dianne
Marus supervi-
sor of accounts
and attorney
James Foerst, a
Westfield coun-
cilman, public
defender.

Scotch Plains
Kevin Glover and Jeff Strauss were

sworn in as the first Democrats to
serve on the township council since
2002. Nancy Malool, a Republican,
took the oath for a second term. Mr.
Glover and Mr. Strauss voted against
the reappointment of Lawrence Woo-
druff as assistant township attorney.
Mr. Glover said he wanted “to bring
more bipartisanship to the process.
Mayor Marks said, “We are not build-
ing a government from scratch,” add-

ing that those reappointed served the
township “remarkably well.”

An early morning three-alarm fire
destroyed Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse on North Avenue. The
fire resulted in the closure of North
Avenue. Officials said contract work-
ers smelled smoke in the building and
called 911. A company representa-
tive at the scene said workers were
doing grouting work on bathroom
tiles at the time.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said the fire call came in at 3:45
a.m. and that the fire began “in a wall
behind the bar.”
The cause re-
mained unknown,
although Scotch
Plains Police Lieu-
tenant Brian
Donnelly said, “It
appears at this
point to be acci-
dental.”

Fire departments
from Westfield,
F a n w o o d ,
K e n i l w o r t h ,
C r a n f o r d ,
M o u n t a i n s i d e ,
G a r w o o d ,
Plainfield and
Elizabeth reported
to the scene.

Fanwood
David Valian

was sworn in as a
new councilman;
Counci lwoman
Donna Dolce began her second term.

A five-count indictment by a
Middlesex County grand jury against
a Fanwood lobbyist, developer, busi-
nessman and Marine Corps intelli-
gence specialist was dismissed after
Raj Mukherji, 22, pleaded guilty to a
trespassing charge following a plea
agreement reached with the
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Mr. Mukherji had initially been
indicted on two counts of stalking
and one count each of witness tam-
pering, burglary and contempt. As-
sistant Prosecutor Manuel Sameiro
said the burglary charge was reduced
to trespassing and “all the other
charges were dismissed.”

“I think it is a fair resolution in light
of the victims’ desires. They approved
the plea,” Mr. Sameiro said.

The assistant prosecutor said as

part of the agreement, Mr. Mukherji
was banned from having any contact
with the two women he allegedly
stalked – a Rutgers University stu-
dent and a woman he had attended
high school with in Union County.

Area
A federal judge ruled in favor of

Union County in dismissing a lawsuit
brought by a former corrections of-
ficer who had charged he was termi-
nated in retaliation for his testimony
against corrections officers in 1998.

Juan Espinoza assisted the county
prosecutor’s office in its investiga-

tion of corrections
officers involved
in the beating and
harassing of Im-
migration and
Natura l iza t ion
Service (INS) de-
tainees in 1995 at
an Elizabeth de-
tention facility.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The town coun-
cil approved an or-
dinance setting
salaries for the
Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Associa-
tion (PBA) Local
90. The four-year
contract, reached
following an
eight-hour nego-
tiation session in

late December 2006, is retroactive to
2006 and ends in 2009.

Under the new contract, a grade 1
police officer, who made $33,277 in
2005, saw an 8-percent spike in pay
to $35,947 in 2007. In 2009, a grade
1 officer will make $40,031 – a 38-
percent increase in seven years.

A police lieutenant who earned
$90,789 in 2005 made $95,881 in
2007 – a 5.6-percent jump. A
Westfield police captain earned
$103,500 this year and will realize a
13.8-percent hike in the contract’s
final year to $117,850.

In other news, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said the town and Officer
Greg Kasko had reached an agree-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS (March 1)...The Westfield High School girls swim
team poses outside of the high school after winning the Public A NJSIAA State
Championship, beating West Winsor-Plainsboro South, 96-74.

Victoria McCabe for The Leader/Times
ROLL OUT THE GREEN CARPET (May
31)...Andrew Shue, left, organized a spe-
cial premiere of “Gracie,” parts of which
were filmed in Westfield, at the Maplewood
Theater on May 29. The film, about a high-
schooler chasing her dream of playing soc-
cer, was inspired by the life of Elisabeth
Shue. Above, stars Andrew Shue, Carly
Schroeder and Elisabeth Shue and direc-
tor Davis Guggenheim attend the “green
carpet” premiere.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
SAVE THE DATE (April 12)…Former
Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and
Richard Codey, center, along with As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield,
gather in the Paper Mill Playhouse
courtyard before an April rally to save
the theater from closing its doors.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARADE O’ THE IRISH (March 15)…Union Township hosted Union County’s
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the largest parades in the state on March
10. The parade has been an area institution since 1997. Thousands of marchers
and spectators participated and viewed the parade. Students of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains carry flags representing the 32 counties of Ireland.
Inset, a member of the Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums keeps
rhythm as he marches.

Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS (April 19)…
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods in
April from heavy rains of a storm that
clobbered the northeast.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LASTING TRIBUTE (May 31)…Morgan’s Rifles, a Revolutionary War re-
enactment group, fires off a salute in honor of fallen United States war veterans.
Members of Lambs Artillery, another reenactment organization, joined them. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

see local and regional news
pages 13-14

Happy New Year 2008
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Courtesy of the FAA
AIR TRAFFIC (May 3)…The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) proposed
changes to air-traffic patterns in the area for landings and departures at Newark
Airport. Pictured above is the web of flights, rearranged to pass over the region
from traffic surrounding the New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia hub. See
goleader.com/features to download detailed FAA reports.

William Foley

Margaret Dolan

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SILVER-SCREEN WIT (June 14)...Movie writer Ira Lewis of Westfield enter-
tains a packed audience at the Northside Trattoria during the screening of
Chinese Coffee, a film he wrote, starring and directed by Al Pacino.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOM! (June 28)…Officers from the Union County Emergency Response Team
enter a building after the door was removed from its hinges with an explosive
charge. The demonstration was part of the Top Gun training being given to police
officers and prosecutors from around the state at the Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOGGIN’ DOWN (May 3)…Lew Porziazzo, center, won the Windmill hot-dog-
eating contest at Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair. He became eligible to enter the
next Windmill event for $1,000, winner-take-all, in Lake Como on August 11.

007 (June 14)…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Class of 2007 forms a human
“07” at its senior class picnic on June 5, with
SPFHS Principal David Heisey looking on in the
foreground.

voters in a candidates’ forum at the
district’s administration offices.

Voters in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood approved the school bud-
get, passed the bond to turf the ath-
letic fields, re-elected Rob O’Connor,
who was unopposed for the Fanwood
seat, and elected Nancy Bauer and
Jane Costello to open seats represent-
ing Scotch Plains on the board of
education.

The $64.5-million school budget
passed by a vote of 2,513 to 1,651.
Voters approved the $2-million turf-
bond referendum, 2,114 to 2,052.

Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse offi-
cials planned a groundbreaking for a
new restaurant on North Avenue in
Scotch Plains after the zoning board
of adjustment approved revised plans
for a new 6,744-square-foot restau-
rant to replace the steakhouse build-
ing that was destroyed by fire.

The township council adopted, by
a 4-1 vote, a $23.3-million municipal
budget that would be financed in part
by a five-point, or 3.6 percent, in-
crease in municipal property taxes.

Fanwood
Two-dozen residents attended a

Fanwood Republican Club-sponsored
meeting to hear a discussion of the
upcoming $2-million school-bond
referendum seeking funds to upgrade
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict fields from grass to artificial turf.

Borough Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, officially filed to run for a
second, four-year term. She was to
have faced opposition from Patricia
Lindsey, the wife of former council-
man Chester Lindsey. In the race for
two seats on the borough council,
Democratic incumbents Katherine
Mitchell and Joseph Higgins faced
opposition from Republicans An-
thony Parenti, who replaced Janek
Anthony Skutnick after he dropped
out, and Joel Stroz. Democrats held a
6-0 majority on the council.

Area
A nor’easter dumped up to nine

inches of rain, causing widespread
street and residential flooding locally.

Sporadic shutdowns were reported
on Route 22 between Springfield and
Scotch Plains. In addition, a major
stormwater-pipe break occurred in
Rahway and Routes 1 and 9, shutting
down Hazelwood Avenue and Main
Street. Some 80 Union County pub-
lic-works employees were on the job,
along with emergency services and
the county department of emergency
management.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the department responded to more
than 157 storm-related calls during
the nor’easter. Most were for flood-
ing conditions, natural gas leaks, elec-
trical conditions and downed power
lines.

Nation
On April 16, 33 people were killed

on the campus of Virginia Tech in the
deadliest shooting rampage in Ameri-
can history, according to the New
York Times. Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks, a Virgina Tech gradu-
ate, feeling for the victims and their
families, said he “wear[s] Virginia
Tech on [his] sleeve.”

MAY
Westfield

School Interim Principal Dennis
Fyffe’s decision to invoke his right to
prior review of “Blue Devil News”
(“BDN”) television shows on TV-36
sparked a censorship debate between
student journalists, teachers and
school and town officials. Mr. Fyffe’s
decision to review each program be-
fore student journalists submitted it
to the local-access channel came af-
ter a commentary segment in a “BDN”

broadcast triggered concerns from
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and school administrators, multiple
sources confirmed.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said, “We are teaching
students to be journalists, and they
must meet certain standards.”

Mr. Fyffe said those standards in-
clude “accurate facts, tone and use of
the English language.”

Westfield’s Jerome Feder, chair-
man of the Union County Aircraft
Noise Advisory Board, addressed the
town council about the Federal Avia-
tion Administration’s (FAA) proposed
methods of controlling noise at New-
ark Liberty International Airport, ul-
timately recommend-
ing the town state its
dissatisfaction with the
process of “fanning.”
Under the plan, the air-
port would “fan”
aircrafts to the west im-
mediately after depar-
tures from Newark.

“That’s pretty oner-
ous,” Mr. Feder said.
“Especially onerous
for Elizabeth.”

Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority
(RVSA) representa-
tives visited the town
council to give an up-
date on what court-or-
dered mandates mean
for the Rahway facility
and how the changes
would affect
Westfield’s annual as-
sessment – what Fi-
nance Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Peter
Echausse had repeat-
edly described as the
“800-pound gorilla.”

The board of educa-
tion announced that
Westfield resident
Eileen Cambria would begin her new
appointment as Franklin Elementary
School principal on September 1. The
board also announced the appoint-
ment of Robert Gardella as assistant
principal at Wilson School.

The Westfield Historical Society
updated the council on its goal to
raise $800,000 to restore the four-
acre Reeve House property at 314
Mountain Avenue, saying it had com-
pleted more than 80 percent of its
goal. The council and the historical
society reached an agreement to re-
store the Reeve House and add a
“carriage-type” structure to it that
would provide a home for the society’s
resources and archives.

Garwood
The borough council passed a reso-

lution lowering the BOE budget by
$88,111 by reducing salaries, admin-
istrative costs, supplies and special-
education transportation, among other
measures.

After voters defeated, by a 292 to
176 count, the original $5.9-million
tax levy in April, the BOE budget
went to the council for deliberation.
After reductions, the tax levy became
$5.84 million.

BOE President Adele Lewis made
a motion to appoint Lincoln School
Principal Teresa Quigley acting su-
perintendent, with Superintendent of
Schools William Murphy hospital-
ized due to a medical condition.

Mountainside
Administrators from the Berkeley

Heights (BH) school district presented
to the borough’s BOE a new rotating
class schedule to be implemented at
Governor Livingston High School
(GLHS) in September. The eight-pe-
riod “Rotating Drop” schedule re-

places the current seven-period day.
The borough council adopted its

$10-million municipal budget and
passed some final amendments based
on a previous calculation error. The
increase per household, based on an
average home assessed at $159,000,
was originally anticipated to be $153.
That increase will now be $170, or 10
tax points, officials said.

BOE Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg announced that negotia-
tions with the Mountainside Educa-
tion Association (MEA) had reached
a stalemate. The two sides brought in
a mediator to try and reach an agree-
ment.

Scotch Plains
A judge upheld the township zon-

ing board of adjustment’s denial of an
application by Cumberland Farms to
expand and upgrade the Gulf gaso-
line station it owns on Route 22.

Work on replacing the Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse in Scotch Plains
began. Ray Chmiel, a vice president
with Charlie Brown’s, said the com-
pany still expected to meet its Labor
Day-opening target.

Fanwood
A suspended Fanwood police of-

ficer pleaded guilty to two counts of
harassment by offensive touching and
agreed to resign from the borough’s
police force.

The borough celebrated the open-
ing of the newly rebuilt LaGrande
Park baseball fields on May 5. Bor-
ough officials dedicated the larger of
the two fields in memory of Dorris
Terry, a longtime resident of Fanwood
and former member of the recreation
commission who passed away in Feb-
ruary.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council approved an amend-
ment to the local land-use ordinance
pertaining to the prevention of “over-
sized houses on undersized lots, more

commonly known as
“McMansions.”

The collapse of a three-
story concrete wall from
the Station Mews rede-
velopment project injured
two workers at a South
Avenue machine shop on
May 15. Three people
were trapped inside the
shop at the time of the
collapse. Mayor Mahr
and other officials said
the cause was unknown
and was under investiga-
tion. Fanwood Police
Chief Donald Domanoski
speculated that wind was
likely a factor in the col-
lapse.

Following the collapse,
the borough issued a stop-
work order on all con-
struction work on The
Station Mews redevelop-
ment project pending an
investigation.

Area
Local residents and

representatives attended
a Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) hear-

ing at the Sheraton Hotel in Newark.
During the hearing, agency officials
discussed proposed changes in both
takeoff and landing patterns being
considered in an attempt to reduce
delays, increase capacity and miti-
gate noise at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport.

The Union County freeholders
adopted a $414.4-million budget that
called for taxes to be increased in 18
of the 21 municipalities as part of a
$238.6-million tax levy. County taxes
would jump 5.27 percent, or $11.6
million –
about $66 per
h o u s e h o l d
countywide,
according to
county offi-
cials.

JUNE
Westfield
T h e

W e s t f i e l d
R e c r e a t i o n
Commission
announced it
would request
that the town
council look
at a $3-mil-
lion project
budget proposal for renovations to
the Memorial Pool.

The proposal includes alterations
to the large pool that would add more
steps, allow it to be used for swim
meets, create a ramp for handicap
accessibility and add a jet pool by
pushing the pool out towards the bath-
rooms. Renovations to the kiddie pool
would include misters in the form of
palm trees and other designs, as well
as a shaded seating area for parents
with toddlers.

The town council conducted a pub-
lic hearing on and unanimously passed
its $2.7-million capital budget, while
two council members voted against a
measure that would increase yearly
attorney rates.

Various road improvements con-
stituted just less than half of the bud-
get, at $1.3 million. Public-works
equipment accounted for just shy of 8
percent of the budget, at $206,000,
with police department expenses to-
taling just under $145,000.

The council also set salaries for
certain employees of the police, fire
and public-works departments, in ad-
dition to non-union employees.

Authorities continued to probe
an early morning break-in at the
Coach store in Westfield, in which
more than $5,000 worth of mer-
chandise was taken. According to
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department, po-
lice responded to a burglar alarm at
3:20 a.m. and found someone had

smashed out a rear window at the
store, located on the 200 block of
East Broad Street.

The board of education voted unani-
mously to appoint Margaret Dolan as
the new superintendent of schools,
effective September 1. The assistant
superintendent of curriculum, instruc-
tion and programs, Ms. Dolan had
worked in the district since 1996. She
served as assistant superintendent of
human resources for four years and
as the principal of Franklin Elemen-
tary School for five years.

In her 29 years as an educator, Ms.
Dolan has worked with the New Jer-
sey Department of Education as a
school-improvement coordinator. She
earned her doctorate in educational
administration from Rutgers Univer-
sity. Ms. Dolan was chosen from 49
applicants, seven of whom inter-
viewed with the board, in the district’s
search for a new superintendent. The
board had hired the national search
from Hazard, Young, Attea & Associ-
ates to assist in the selection process.
Ms. Dolan became the first woman to
hold the position in district history.

“Our process was extremely thor-
ough, concluding after a four-month
intensive effort. We chose the best
candidate for the job,” said board
president Ginny Leiz.

During its   board of directors meet-
ing, the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) dealt with issues rang-
ing from disputes over façade reno-
vation grants to teenagers congregat-
ing outside of the local Starbucks.

Although the former issue went
unsettled for the time being, the DWC
solved the latter by recommending
that an additional police officer be
stationed on the corner outside
Starbucks on Central Avenue during
weekends. Another discussed solu-
tion called for an audio system that
would play “highly classical music”
with the intention of driving away the
young crowd. The board put this idea
on hold.

“The sheer amount of teenagers on
Friday and Saturday nights makes it
difficult for crowd control,” said
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the DWC.

The board of education approved
first-reading changes to the district’s
policy regarding the review proce-
dures of school-sponsored publica-
tions. This policy examination fol-
lowed Westfield High School interim
principal Dennis Fyfe’s decision in
April to invoke the right of prior re-
view of all material used in “Blue
Devil News,” after a student’s contro-
versial commentary regarding the
town council.

“The new policy allows for review
in two ways. One, the faculty adviser
may have a concern about certain
content. Two, the principal may raise
concern about an issue on his own,”
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley said.

Garwood
The borough’s board of education

met for a goal-setting meeting that
lasted four hours. Ray Pinney, advo-
cacy coordinator with the New Jersey
School Boards Association, assisted
the BOE members with implement-
ing goals and concepts that can be
used throughout the school year.

“This BOE is dealing with a unique
situation. Superintendent [William]
Murphy is out on medical [leave]
until further notice, so you have Prin-
cipal Teresa Quigley as acting super-
intendent. Also, Garwood is a small
town with big issues that need to be
resolved,” Mr. Pinney said.

Mountainside
Nearly 100 people crowded the

Beechwood
School media
center for the
BOE’s June
12 meeting,
during which
the board
handed out
multiple spe-
cial awards.

The bor-
ough re-
ceived a
shock when
J o h n
Regentha l ,
56, of
Kenilworth, a
fixture at the

Mountainside 7-11 convenience store
since 1985, died suddenly of heart
failure.

At its June 19 regular session, the
borough council approved an ordi-
nance to prohibit any person under
legal age from knowingly possessing
or consuming an alcoholic beverage
on private property.

Regarding an ongoing issue,  coun-
cil president Keith Turner said at a
council work session that  even if a
parent gives permission for a child to
drink alcohol, he or she must be
present. Following a November 2006
party bust in which a borough resi-
dent was arrested and charged with
making his home available to people
under the age of 21 to consume alco-
holic beverages and providing alco-
hol to minors, Mountainside dis-
cussed strengthening its present law.
At the time of the incident,
Mountainside’s law only applied to
underage drinking on public prop-
erty.

Scotch Plains
Neal LeStrange, an unsuccessful

Democratic candidate for township
council in 2006, filed a lawsuit against
Republican Mayor Martin Marks and
former township police chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, charging they defamed
him during the 2006 campaign when
they “created a false impression” that
Mr. LeStrange was a racist and an
anti-Semite.

Mayor Martin Marks said he would
pay for his own legal representation.

Fanwood
At the first public hearing on the

proposed Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program, Stanley
Slachetka of T&M Associates told
the board it had mupltiple issues to
consider, starting with the number of
properties in the historic district.

Mr. Slachetka said the board must
decide which properties to include.
Also, he said, the board must decide
whether to include 13 homes classi-
fied as historically significant that lay
outside the historic district.

Area
The state, county and municipal

primary elections in Union County
state legislative districts 20, 21 and
22 produced expected results on party
lines. Voter turnout was 13.54 per-
cent, according to the Union County
clerk, in part because of so many
races featuring unchallenged candi-
dates.

Also, in a continued story, the rob-
ber dubbed the “Mad Hatter” extended

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

his disappearing act with his 17th
robbery, which occurred in Montclair.
While he hit more than eight banks in
Union County, including ones in
Springfield and Union, the Mad Hat-
ter had yet to strike WEstfield, Scotch
Plains or Fanwood.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders approved a new
five-year contract, which called for
a 14-percent hike in salaries over
the lenght of the contract, for the
county’s 59 assistant prosecutors.
The agreement is retroactive to
January 1, 2006.

“We had a very hard-fought nego-
tiation,” said Juan Fernandez, the
assistant prosecutors’ attorney dur-
ing negotiations. He said county of-
ficials were concerned that taxpay-
ers could not afford the contract pack-
age sought by the assistant prosecu-
tors.

Beth Budnick, Paul Peyton and
Victoria McCabe compiled this re-
port.

POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter will be post-

poned until next week’s issue. Until
then, we offer a few words left in a
note by two of the blotter’s most
infamous Shawshank Redemption-

style jailbreakers: “Thank you Of-
ficer . . . for the tools needed. You’re
a real pal. Happy holidays.” Wishing
you all the same (except maybe that
“tools needed” part).
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We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Wayne Baker, Fred K. Lecomte, Horace Corbin and Ingrid McKinley  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAST-PACED ACTION (February 8)…At left, Rod Black of Fanwood, assists Neil Sullivan of Westfield, left, as they broom away impediments to the stone launched by Don Greb, center, of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in the challenge
match against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of Scotland. The Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their 10-state tour last weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five years. WHERE
WOULD HE HAVE ENDED UP? (May 10)...Customers congratulate Helen and Peter Rentoulis, owners of Vicki’s Diner in Westfield. Mrs. Rentoulis became suspicious when an 88-year-old customer appeared disheveled the last few times he stopped in and
described a newfound friend who was handling his finances and running errands for him. Mrs. Rentoulis alerted the man’s local bank and found out there were questionable activities. She alerted the police; their work resulted in the arrest of four Elizabeth
residents for defrauding the elderly man. FIRED UP (May 31)…Westfield firefighter personnel received service awards in May. Volunteer firefighter Daniel Kelly Sr., standing with his sons, Deputy Chief David Kelly, left, and Fire Chief Daniel Kelly
Jr., right, receives the Distinguished Volunteer Service Award for 50 years of service. YOU MAKE RACE-TIME SO MUCH FUN (May 10)…Hundreds of spectators line up to watch 3,000 rubber ducks race in Mindowaskin Pond as part of a fundraiser
for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) research. The race was the culmination of a festival in the Westfield park that included fresh-made baked goods for sale, face painting, tattoos and games for attendees young and old.

The Year in Review 2007: Part 1 – January to June

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELD OF DREAMS (March 29)…Inset, Garwood residents express their
opinions on proposed improvements to James V. Guerriero Memorial Field at a
March council meeting. The proposed plan is shown above.

David B. Corbin for The Leader/Times
FULFILLING A DREAM AT ATLAN-
TIC CITY (March 8)…Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior Pat Mineo
lifts his arms in triumph after claiming a 5-
1 decision over Mark Hague of Kingsway to
place in the “Elite Eight” in the 145-lb class
at the NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City
March 2-4.

-ment and that the officer would re-
tire from the police force “in late
2007.” In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed liti-
gation against the town, alleging he
was harassed and retaliated against
after he reported information to town
officials per the town’s whistleblower

policy. The town suspended Mr.
Kasko with pay on July 7, 2006, for
making “false statements of material
facts to superior officers during an
administrative hearing while under
oath” during a disciplinary hearing
held in May 2006, as well as for
statements allegedly made during a

police investigation conducted by
superior officers.

Recreation Commission Chairman
William Palatucci anticipated that the
$2.5-million upgrade of Memorial
Park’s recreation facilities would be-
gin by the fall of 2008.

Mountainside
The borough council adopted a $3-

million bond ordinance for road im-
provements, increased pool member-
ship fees and made appointments to
the borough’s planning board. Offi-
cials said the bond would be used
toward the third phase of the borough’s
road-improvement program.

Scotch Plains
Charlie Brown’s officials said they

anticipated having a newly built res-
taurant open by Labor Day. Scotch
Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis said
the cause of the fire “remain[ed] un-
determined, and the fire is considered
to be of accidental origin.”

At  a Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
meeting, Business Administrator An-
thony DelSordi recommended that
the district put a $1.575-million bond
referendum to voters in September to
support improvement to the district’s
high-school athletic fields.

The township council agreed to
move forward on a more substantive
exploration of establishing a Special

Improvement District (SID) for the
downtown-business district. Noting
that enhancement of the downtown
has been on the municipal agenda for
three decades, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who led the effort three years
ago to establish a SID, said the busi-
ness district “has not lived up to its
potential.”

The board of education approved,
by a 7-0-1 tally, a $2-million bond
referendum for voters to cast ballots
on when voting in April’s election.

The bond referendum slated funds
to cover Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s athletic fields with artificial
turf and improve the track.

The township council began a se-
ries of budget meetings about the
$23.3-million municipal-spending
recommendations Township Manager
Thomas Atkins put forth.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-

ough council received an update on
plans for a local Transfer Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) program, with
one eye on fostering historic property
preservation and the other on South
Avenue’s economic redevelopment.
“After more than one-and-a-half years
[of work], now we’re kind of at the
end of the tunnel on this project,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Residents attended a special plan-
ning board meeting to hear a presen-
tation on the North Martine Avenue
land-use study. The study, presented
by Paul Ricci of T&M Associates,
was conducted to determine whether
language in the borough’s master plan
should be changed to clarify particu-
lar zoning issues.

The borough council adopted an
amendment to
the business-reg-
istration ordi-
nance passed in
July 2006. The
amendment, de-
veloped based on
input from the
Fanwood Busi-
ness and Profes-
sional Associa-
tion, reduced the
burdens on busi-
nesses.

The amend-
ment kept the
o r i g i n a l
ordinance’s in-
tent, permitting
borough officials
to contact the
business owners
in an emergency
and understand
what occurs at
the location.
Business regis-
tration costs $25 for two years, with
renewals costing $10.

Area
Union County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi warned Union County
homeowners of a reported scam in-
volving the purchase of property
deeds.

Local police departments were on
the lookout for a serial bank robber
who had hit 10 banks in Union, Essex
and Morris counties since September

2006. Dubbed the “hat-wearing ban-
dit,” the robber wore different types
of hats in each of his robberies and
attacked mostly Commerce Banks.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow later announced the cre-
ation of a special task force to catch
the bank robber.

The Union County freeholders
voted to approve an amendment to

the Union
County Solid
Waste Manage-
ment Plan to in-
clude the Dela-
ware and
Hudson Railway
Company, Inc.
(D&H) for the
transportation of
cons t ruc t ion ,
demolition and
bulky waste.
D&H currently
handles the same
type of waste for
Essex County
under a five-year
contract that be-
gan on January
1, 2006.

The Union
County Watch-
dog Association
announced it
would post com-
plete video cov-

erage of Union County freeholder
meetings on its website,
unioncountywatchdog.org.

A retired sergeant in the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office filed a
lawsuit against the office and county,
alleging he was passed over for pro-
motions due to his ethnicity.

Edgardo Ortiz of Bloomfield, a His-
panic, charged that although he was
named acting commander of the Ad-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader/Times
UNITED WE STAND (April 26)…Safe and
sound and back home in Mountainside after
the shootings at Virginia Tech, Kaitlyn Moore,
left, stands alongside her mom, Corinne Moore,
at Mountainside Borough Hall.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN CONCERT (May 31)...The Albany Marine Corps Band performed before a
packed auditorium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School during Memorial Day
weekend.

Fred Rossi for The Leader/Times
TEAMWORK (May 31)...The U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Band performs during Scotch
Plains and Fanwood’s annual Memorial
Day Parade.

ministrative Services Unit (ASU) of
the prosecutor’s office, on two occa-
sions, he was passed over for the rank
of lieutenant, according to the eight-
page lawsuit.

New Jersey Attorney General Stuart
Rabner and Division of Alcoholic
Beverage Control Director Jerry
Fischer an-
nounced a new
program for
high-school se-
niors designed
to increase
their aware-
ness about the
dangers of un-
derage drink-
ing during the
prom and
graduation sea-
son.

MARCH
Westfield
Superinten-

dent William
Foley an-
nounced his re-
tirement, effec-
tive August 31,
after 11 years
of leading the
district. His ca-
reer in educa-
tion spans 35 years.

 BOE incumbents Ginny Leiz, the
board’s vice president, Richard
Solomon and Julia Walker all filed
for re-election and would run unop-
posed. Board members since 2001,
Ms. Leiz and Mr. Solomon sought
their third terms. Ms. Walker had
joined the board when elected to an
unexpired term in 2003.

The town council conducted a hear-
ing and subsequently passed an ordi-
nance creating a new definition for
demolitions and outlining a subse-
quent notification procedure. Code
Review and Town Property Chair-
man Jim Foerst said the ordinance
“codifies changes my committee rec-
ommended with regards to the demo-

lition-permit
process – in
particular, the
notice require-
ment.”

T w o
Westfield resi-
dents died on
March 16 in a
scuba-diving
accident off
Key Largo,
Fla.; a
Chatham man
also perished,
and one
West fie lder
s u r v i v e d .
J o n a t h a n
Walsweer and
Scott Stanley
drowned along
with Kevin
Coughlin of
Chatham in
the incident.

Howard Spialter of Westfield survived
the accident.

The incident occurred while the
four were exploring the U.S.S. Spiegel
Grove, a 510-foot-long former Navy
support ship. Press releases from the
Monroe County, Fla., Sheriff’s Of-
fice said the four divers were per-
forming a penetration dive.

The BOE approved a new curricu-

lum for technological literacy for
grades 3 through 8 that was later
implemented in the fall. Third grad-
ers will learn keyboarding, word pro-
cessing and multimedia, fourth grad-
ers will study spread-sheeting and
visual diagrams and fifth graders will
learn PowerPoint and expand other
computer skills.

The BOE approved the $78.3-mil-
lion operating school budget for 2007-
2008, reflecting a tax-levy growth of
3.4 percent (13 cents on $100 of valu-
ation on the average assessed home in
Westfield of $181,500). After the
unanimous vote passed without com-
ment from the board, President Anne
Riegel said, “We are all a little tapped
out after months of discussing this.”

Garwood
The borough council approved an

ordinance to amend the existing stat-
ute on registered-sex-offender prohi-
bition zones. Registered-sex-offender
prohibition zones, which were
adopted in January 2006, prohibit
“registered sex offenders from resid-
ing or loitering within the Borough of
Garwood within 2,500 feet of any
school, park, playground, recreation
area, day-care facility or school bus
stop located within the borough of
adjacent municipalities.”

Mountainside
Borough school officials an-

nounced that the district has rectified
37 percent of an over-calculation of
some $750,000 in the dissolution of
funds account dating back to the pre-
vious administration in 2005. Busi-
ness Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said the district had been
using $1.8 million. This year, he said,
the district will use $1.1 million in
dissolution funds because of a spe-
cial-education shortfall. The dissolu-
tion account follows the breakup of
the regional high-school district years
ago.

The BOE adopted its 2007-2008
school budget of $14,565,752. The
budget for the current year is
$13,966,844 – a difference of
$598,908, or 4.3 percent, officials
said.

Scotch Plains
Close to 100 Scotch Plains resi-

dents voiced their opinions over the
proposed renovations of the Southside
Field at a public hearing the town’s
recreation commission held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. The
recreation commission proposed en-
hancements for the field.

The township council, by a 4-1
vote, passed an ordinance following a
nearly four-hour public meeting that
would restrict parking on multiple
streets surrounding SPFHS. The coun-
cil said it was taking the action in an
effort to spur “serious discussions”
about the parking situation with offi-
cials from the high school, the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and Fanwood officials.

Representatives of Charlie Brown’s
agreed to submit alternative designs for
a new restaurant at the same North
Avenue site after the township zoning
board of adjustment rejected plans pre-
sented by restaurant officials. The res-
taurant had sought a use variance and
site-plan approval from the board so
that it could rebuild the restaurant, de-
stroyed by a January 24 fire.

Recommendations in the tentative
2007-2008 SP-F BOE’s $72-million
budget and $65.45-million tax levy
included potentially dropping fresh-
man sports at the high school, the
ROTC program and fifth- and sixth-
grade German, a paring down of
middle-school competitive athletics
and postponing school roof repairs.

Following this tentative school bud-
get, a crowd of nearly 200 parents,
teachers, students, residents and dis-
trict alumni attended the next week’s
BOE meeting to object to the pro-
posed budget cuts.

At the final workshop for the bud-
get, the board of education told about
80 parents and students that the ad-
ministration had restored lower-
middle-school German and one mu-
sic teacher position in the proposed
school budget. Then, during its final
public hearing, the board said the
administration saved the high-school
ROTC program, left the middle
schools’ sports program intact and
restored the Substance Abuse Coun-
selor (SAC) position to a full-time
one.

Following the
public comment
period, the board
unan imous ly
passed the bud-
get, with one
member absent.

Four of the
five township
council mem-
bers agreed to
finance the
$23.3-million
municipal bud-
get with a five-
point, or 3.6 per-
cent, increase in
the local prop-
erty-tax rate. The increase would hike
taxes $61 on the average assessed
home of $121,000.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-

ough council introduced a $8.2-mil-
lion municipal budget. The 2006 bud-
get was $7.9 million. The borough’s
chief financial officer, Fred Tomkins,
said the introduced budget’s tax levy
is $750,000 (or about 7 percent) more
than the current budget, resulting from
increased pension, insurance and re-
gional sewerage costs.

The borough applied for funding
from the State Department of Com-
munity Affairs’ (DCA) Extraordinary
Municipal Aid program. The council
could not vote to adopt the budget
until the DCA announced the AID
grants.

APRIL
Westfield

Authorities continued to investi-
gate the theft of thousands of dollars
of merchandise from the Victoria’s
Secret store. Captain Clifford Auchter
of the Westfield Police Department
confirmed that two separate incidents

had occurred
days apart at the
Westfield store,
located on the 200
block of East
Broad Street.

Voters ap-
proved the 2007-
2008 $71.1-mil-
lion school tax
levy by a margin
of 1,956 to
1,096.The tax
levy funds an
$82.7-mi l l ion
school budget.
“This has been a
great year,” said

board member Julia Walker. “We
passed a bond and a budget.” Addi-
tionally, the three incumbent school
board members whose seats were up
this year were re-elected without op-
position.

The BOE was “ready to roll,” new
board president Ginny Leiz said at the
board’s reorganization meeting. The
former vice president succeeded board
member Anne Riegel, who had served
as president for three years. Returning
board members Julia Walker, Richard
Solomon and Ms. Leiz were sworn in

after winning their uncontested elec-
tions on April 17.

Garwood
Voters defeated the $6.4-million

BOE tax levy proposal by a tally of
292 to 176. Unofficial voter turnout
was 19 percent. The school budget
went to the borough council for de-
liberation.

Voters also selected two new board
members, John Sullivan and Sandro
Villaraut. Incumbent Lisa Marano
was re-elected. Mr. Sullivan was the
lead vote-getter with 289, followed
by Ms. Marano with 284 and Mr.
Villaraut with 236.

Mountainside
Borough residents voted in favor

of the $11,694,735 tax-levy for the
fiscal year 2007-2008 school budget
– $14,953,887.

According to the administration,
“appropriations in multiple funds due
to transfers” subtracted $388,135,
which brings the total base budget to
$14,565,752.

Three incumbents were voted back
onto the BOE in uncontested races
for three-year terms. Gene Nagel, who
received 375 votes, and Carmine
Venes, who garnered 384 votes, be-
gan their second terms. Raymond
Haggar, who received 373 votes, be-
gan his third term.

Cranford
Cranford was hit especially hard

during the April 15-16 nor’easter, with
evacuations of homes occurring near
a flood plain of the Rahway River.
Three residents had to be rescued by
boat, including a mother and daugh-
ter who were stranded during a flash
flood on Central Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Five candidates pursuing three

seats on the board of education faced
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 1/2/08

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$29.99 1.75L
$36.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$19.99 1.75L
$32.99 1.75L
$21.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$18.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$36.99 1.75L
$32.99 1.75L
$28.99 750ml
$29.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

$25.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$25.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$37.99 1.75L
$25.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$57.99 1.75L
$57.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

SPARKLING PRICES FOR A HAPPY  NEW YEAR

2007 Special

Hidden Gems

Popular Favorites

Gaston Chiquet Brut N.V.  $36.99
Our best selling premier cru champagne.  In a “grower champagne”,

the producer is also the grape grower.  Dried fruit tones, honeysuckle,
rose petals, brown butter, and dry & rich.  A lot of folks spend more on
famous industrial wines and get a whole lot less for the money.  This is

a treasure, and a bargain.

Pierre Peters ‘cuvee speciale’ Grand Cru
Blanc de Blanc 1998  $83.99

This compares favorably to champagnes that cost two or three times as
much.  Made from 100% Chardonnay that grows on 72 year old vines in a

single vineyard sight, it shows all the concentration and rich flavor that
comes with aged vines.  The nose is filled with sandalwood and cloves

with hints of leather and mineral.  Great fruit and length.  A rare treasure.

Veuve Clicquot Yellow NV  750ML  $37.99 on sale

Moet White Star 750ML  $32.99 on sale

Great Party Sparklers

Always A Favorite

Gratien & Meyer Saumer Brut  $16.99
There is every good reason that this has been among not only one of our
best selling sparklers, but one of our best selling wines period.  Made in

France’s Loire Valley from Chenin Blanc (77%) Cabernet Franc (17%) and
Chardonnay (6%), this is filled with bright fruit tones and floral &

mineral notes.  A crowd pleaser at a pocket pleaser price.

Korbel Brut / Extra Dry 750ML $10.99 on sale

Chandon Brut  750ML  $14.99 on sale

Please Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask Us
About OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout Our

Winter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter Wine
ClassesClassesClassesClassesClasses

Steininger Sauvignon Blanc 2003 $31.99
It is a surprise to many people to see a sparkling wine made from

Sauvignon Blanc.  More of a surprise to know that the 1994 of it is still
not only drinking well but improving.  This is bright and full of citrus and
gooseberry fruit.  The wonderful tang in this suggests you buy a few extras

for New Years 2020.

A Margaine Demi-Sec.  $37.99
The first thing to remember is that this is Chardonnay, just in a sparkling
form.  The second thing is that while this has a bit of sweetness, it is still
drier than many still chardonnays.  Refreshing and clean on the palate, it

has lovely blossom notes and hints of mineral and talc.  Great before
dinner , with light desserts, or midnight.

Paul Louis Brut  $10.99
This sparkling wine from France’s Loire Valley is made in traditional

champagne method.  Crisp and elegant with a distinct minerality – Paul
Louis will be a hit for all of your holiday entertaining.

Henry Varnay Blanc De Blanc  $11.99

There is tremendous forward fruit in this wine  especially for
something this inexpensive.  Good hints of mineral and lots of nice

sparkling acid give it balance on the palate.  And it does linger nicely.
This is perfect for your big party, before dinner or mimosas.  Don’t be

fooled by the price.  This is quality!

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING OUR TROOPS (March 22)…Nearly 100 people attended a
candlelight vigil at Mindowaskin Park, marking the fourth anniversary of United
States action in Iraq. The ceremony featured readings from soldiers and family
members of soldiers. It was one of almost 1,100 events nationally, coordinated by
MoveOn.org. Warren Rorden and Nancy Boss organized the local event.
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January 11: Now that our local gov-
ernments have reorganized it is time to
focus on spending. If our state will not do
the job it is time for local governments to
work together to achieve real shared ser-
vices. We believe merging municipal
courts (as discussed in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood) is a start. Tax assessors and tax
collectors could follow along with shared
agreements on administrative school dis-
trict expenses.

January 18: The New Jersey Legisla-
ture should adopt anti-Pork Barrel legis-
lation. The U.S. Senate passed rules Tues-
day, January 16, 2007 that will force
disclosure of pet projects at least two days
in advance by posting them on the Internet.
It is designed to end the practice of slip-
ping them into spending bills at the last
minute. It doesn’t prohibit “Pork Barrel”
legislation, but is a good first step.

January 25: County Manager George
Devanney has released his $415-million
executive budget, which calls for a tax
levy of $268 million, nearly $40 million
over last year’s adopted spending plan by
the freeholders. We question such a huge
hit in taxes and encourage the freehold-
ers’ finance committee to hold budget
meetings outside of their Elizabeth con-
fines and allow for public comments.

February 1: In guise of reform, the
New Jersey Legislature has just passed a
property-tax bill approving a one-time
rebate to occur in September. It borrows
taxpayers’ money to provide the voters
with a payment just before Election Day.
We believe incumbents are using public
money to buy votes and that this should
be challenged in court.

February 8: The Town of Westfield
this week reached a settlement with po-
lice officer Greg Kasko. The town has
refused to say how much money he will
be paid. How can the town withhold tell-
ing taxpayers how much of their hard-
earned money is going to settle a lawsuit?
We believe legal agreements involving
public entities must be fully disclosed and
include public hearings.

February 15: Local governments, as
part of settlement agreements of legal
issues, have been approving early-retire-
ment packages to employees. The tax-
payer is not permitted to see how much
money is given as payments, as well as
the total cost of benefits packages to these
workers. We believe such agreements
should be fully disclosed as public docu-
ments prior to votes by elected officials.

February 22: Elected officials often
run unopposed for re-election because of
the political party establishment of the
incumbent. We believe that some sort of
threshold, perhaps a requirement that one-
third of registered voters turn out for an
election, be instituted or the election re-
sults would be deemed invalid.

March 1: We believe that information
pertinent to a municipal budget should be
made readily available. For example, in
Scotch Plains a councilman has requested
figures for the revenues of the new mini-
golf course. We cannot understand why
financial reports on this venture have not
been compiled or why the request for
these figures would meet opposition.

March 8: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education officials this week
are considering cutting the high school’s
ROTC, German classes and the freshman
sports program to reduce the proposed
tax-levy increase to 4 percent. Why not
consider cutting school administrators?
Sharing a vice principal or assistant su-
perintendent with a surrounding district?

March 15: As property taxes continue
to spiral out of control, maybe it’s time to
start reducing the salaries of administra-
tors at the top.

March 22: In New Jersey, govern-
ment health care and retirement benefits
should be provided only to full-time em-
ployees. We call for an end to the perva-
sive abuse by part-time political appoin-
tees.

March 29: The ethics committees in
the State of New Jersey are dysfunc-
tional, and they refuse to act on matters of
wrongdoing. To save money and to end
the fakery that they do something, should
they not be disbanded?

April 5: We believe that when govern-
ment salary contracts (i.e. the teachers’
contract in Scotch Plains-Fanwood) are
signed, the final version of the contract
must be produced with no modifications.
Union members should not receive retro-
active increases and pay hikes until the
contract is finalized. The current system
through which staff receive their increases
offers no incentives to release the final
contract to the public.

April 12: It’s been suggested that New
Jersey Legislators’ voting power in the
Legislature be weighted based on how
many votes each received in getting
elected; or alternately, based on voter
turnout. The reasoning is that the seats are
all arranged as safe seats and the power
bosses snuff out competition while dis-
couraging voting. As example, in District
20 in 2003 without competition Senator
Ray Lesniak (D) received 12,361 votes
with a dismal turnout. In District 21 in
2003, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) with

competition received 32,058 votes with
about 47,600 people voting. Perhaps Mr.
Kean’s vote should be worth three times
that of Mr. Lesniak. Sen. Lesniak takes
pride in the power he has garnered over
District 20. But, has he instead destroyed
Democracy? In New Jersey, there are 40
Districts, each with  210,000 people.

April 19: New Jersey citizens are re-
quired to follow the letter of the law, i.e.
speeding and parking regulations, etc.
Shouldn’t those who we elect to serve us
be required to follow those same regula-
tions? The boyfriend of New Jersey’s
former attorney general, Hamlet Goore,
was allowed to drive his car from the
scene despite having a suspended driver’s
license and driving a uninsured vehicle
after former Attorney General Zulima
Farmer arrived at the scene of the motor-
vehicle stop. Police voided the tickets.
Governor Jon Corzine was seriously in-
jured when the state-trooper car he was in
crashed after going 91 mph on the Garden
State Parkway. The governor was not
wearing a seat belt.

April 26: Given all the subpoenas is-
sued by U.S. Attorney Chris Christie
against New Jersey elected officials, it
would be useful if there were a website
listing them all and their status.

May 3: After details were made public
by The Star-Ledger, last week the New
Jersey Higher Education Student Assis-
tance Authority, which oversees college
financial aid and scholarship programs,
has ended a kickback deal with Sallie
Mae, Inc. involving millions of dollars.
The state should end all kickback deals
and conduct business only with the best
interests of citizens at heart.

May 10: The Governor’s Ethics Advi-
sory Panel has reported that the personal
and financial relationship between Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine and Carla Katz, presi-
dent of Communications Workers of
America Local 1034, did not create a
conflict of interest for the Governor or
during contract negotiations this year.

Ethics committees in our state do not
meet often; we wonder what kinds of
indiscretions they would deem unethical
and act upon. The Ethics Advisory Panel
is a two-person panel appointed by the
Governor - does the ethics committee
itself have a conflict of interest?

May 17: Instead of the state budget
process being conducted behind closed
doors and finalized at the last minute with
political Christmas tree grants, the details
and progress of deliberations should be
posted on the Internet. It’s not that we
don’t trust them to do the right thing, but
from experience...

May 24: The Union County Freehold-
ers last week eliminated more than a
dozen advisory boards and committees.
The action follows a proposal by the
Citizens Campaign of Metuchen to open
up the process of how the county fills
these positions. The group reported that
as of April there were 130 vacancies out
of 652 positions on 51 boards and com-
missions. Did the county reach out to
determine why these groups were not
meeting – or simply eliminate them?

May 31: The details of the reforms
required in New Jersey state government
are well known. What is needed now is
action, before politicians vote themselves
back into office in November.

June 7: New Jersey voters are mostly
unaffiliated with either of the two major
political parties in the state. These so-
called Primary Election turnouts  Tues-
day were a dismal 3 and 5 percent locally.

Why are there no contested elections?
Why are voters disallowed to vote in
primaries unless they are a registered
Republican or Democrat or unless they
become affiliated?

June 13: It appears that the New Jersey
Legislature will reach an agreement on the
state budget for the coming year prior to the
deadline of June 30. Last year, the closed-
door budget negotiations passed the dead-
line, and government had to shut down.

We think the state should post the bud-
get deliberations on the Internet. The pro-
cess by the legislators over the past sev-
eral years have placed the state near bank-
ruptcy and the taxpayers are facing tens of
billions of dollars of indebtedness.

June 14: Congratulations to the New
Jersey State Legislature: Now online is
the proposed New Jersey budget and pro-
posed amendments.

June 21: Attorneys in government
seem to have special laws and treatment
for themselves when they commit a crime,
break the law and/or violate the public
trust. Take Michael Nifong for example,
the nefarious district attorney in the Duke
lacrosse case. His punishment is disbar-
ment by his peers. We believe he should
face the criminal justice system and go to
jail if found guilty - just like all others
who are not attorneys would.

June 28: Celebrating Independence
Day: We believe the best way to celebrate
Independence Day is to dedicate oneself
to act with courage and honor during all
your days, just like our forefathers and
our fighting men of today. Stand up to
wrong, defy your enemies from within
and from without the United States.

2007
GOVERNMENT

REFORM THOUGHTS
PART 1

Each week in 2007, the staff of the newspaper posted a government reform thought
on goleader.com. The following is part 1 of the list for the first half of 2007. Part 2 will
be published next week. We will start a new list for 2008 and the public is invited to
submit their thoughts to editor@goleader.com throughout the year.

I Will Raise a Glass in
Coach K’s Honor

Regarding Bruce Johnson’s article, I
don’t know if he remembers me or not —
but I was a member of the 1970 WHS
football team. Like the rest of my team
mates, I was sadden to hear of the passing
of Coach K.

I was unable to get up for the service. I
live in Florida but my parents, who still
live in Westfield, sent me The Westfield
Leader and I thoroughly enjoyed your
tribute to Coach K in the “Devil’s Den”
article. It brought me back and it was
great to read about my teammates,
Monninger, Zitch, Harvey, Napier, etc.
— all the guys.

It was a great group. It is interesting
that the passing of Coach K has actually
increased the communication amongst
the group. I’ve opened communication
with Bill Napier who I haven’t talked to in
over 30 years and speak with Tupper
Hillard regularly. I am hopeful I can reach
out to the rest of the guys and reconnect.
Leave it to Coach K to keep us close even
after his passing.

I thought you did a great job capturing
the magic that was Westfield football
back in the 60s and 70s. While we played
on those teams, I remember seeing you at
practices and the games so you knew
first-hand what it was like to be a part of
the WHS football program under Coach
K. Thanks for reporting it as you did and
to the memories. Your article will go with
the rest of the articles I still have from our
undefeated 1970 season.

Thanks again Bruce. Have a great holi-
day. I will raise a glass in Coach K’s
honor over the holidays.

Mike Dorne
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Sen. Kean, It’s totally Unfair that Westfield is Penalized for
It’s Hard Work, Success and Safe Neighborhoods

The following letter was sent to State
Legislative District 21 lawmakers. Their
response is below.

It’s totally unfair that the townspeople
of Westfield should be penalized for “hav-
ing wealth.” Not all of us do. By no means
am I poverty stricken, but I work really
hard for my money, and I don’t like being
told I have to give it away.

I’m a secretary and my husband owns
a small printing company in Cranford.
We pay over $30,000 a year in property
taxes between the two properties. I’d love
to know where the advisors from the
department of education came up with the
ridiculous data stating Westfield’s income
levels have increased over the last seven
years by 62 percent. That works out to
approximately a 9 percent average in-
crease per year. Just for the record, my
income increased over the past seven
years at an averaged of 3.5 percent per
year. I have many friends who would’ve
been extremely happy with even a 5 per-
cent yearly increase.

We’ve known for a long while that our
taxes go out of Westfield into a “pool” for
poorer districts. I used to think it was a
good and fair solution. After seeing the
Governor’s formula, I’m not so sure any-
more.

What makes the Governor’s formula
fair? Most towns surrounding Westfield
will receive a 10 to 20 percent increase in
state aid while Westfield only gets a 2
percent increase. Do we really have it that
much better than Cranford, Mountainside
or Millburn?

This can bring down the quality of
education in Westfield. In the past, the
Governor’s plan gave these poorer dis-
tricts so much money that they didn’t
know what to do with it. One good ex-
ample is the Elizabeth school district.
They built soundproof rooms so their
music students could hear themselves and
even record themselves. They built those
rooms because the district had an excess
of funds they had to spend so the state
would continue to give them more funds.

The Westfield Fine Arts Department
has to ask parents for donations to supple-
ment the needs of our music students. We
certainly don’t have soundproof music
rooms.

Like my father, I was born and raised in
Westfield. We both attended Westfield
schools. People used to move to Westfield
so their children could go to our schools.
People move here now too because it’s
also a safe place to raise a family.

People are moving out of the districts
the Governor is funding, because of how
unsafe they are. Elizabeth, Plainfield and
Newark are the cities with the highest
funding, but they’re also the towns with
the highest crime rates. Innocent people
are shot in the street, mugged, robbed and
beaten – it happens in their schools as
well. Just because folks want to live in a
safe town away from shooting and crime,
and are willing and able to pay a premium
for the price of their house, is no reason to
penalize them.

It angers me to think that this is hap-
pening to Westfield.

I need all of you, including the Gover-
nor, to know that his plan is wrong. I want
him and you to know that you’re not
listening to your constituents. What can
be done about this taxation travesty?
Please rethink this. Fix the situation be-
fore it gets to the point where it can no
longer be fixed.

Trish Cheek
Westfield

Reply from Senator Tom Kean

Thank you for your recent inquiry re-
garding Governor Corzine’s new school
funding formula and its impact on the
Westfield School District. Please know
that we share your sentiments and are
equally concerned about this all-impor-
tant issue. Be assured, we intend to fight
against this proposal in hopes of ensuring
adequate funding for our schools.

As you may be aware, the Governor
released a conceptual outline of a new
school funding formula along with infor-
mation regarding how much each school
district would receive under the new pro-
posal. However, detailed legislation has
not been introduced. Therefore, we are
basing our analysis on the information
provided thus far.

The Governor’s proposal first estab-
lishes a base adequacy amount for el-
ementary, middle and high school; i.e.
how much it should cost to educate a

student at each of those levels. That
amount was determined by panels made
of education professionals; taking into
account salaries, benefits, supplies, etc.
The adequacy amounts further were re-
fined by other national experts. Extra
weight is given for students who are
deemed “at-risk” (students whose family
incomes are 185 percent of poverty) and
limited English proficient (LEP) students.
Therefore, districts with higher concen-
trations of at-risk or LEP students are
eligible for a greater amount of funding.

Second, for the first time since the
2001-2002 school year, the formula will
make adjustments for enrollment. Dis-
tricts that have seen a significant increase
in enrollment will be eligible for addi-
tional aid to assist them in dealing with
the demands that come with an increased
student population.

After determining how much a district
would be eligible for under these basic
assumptions, a wealth-equalization com-
ponent of the formula is applied. This
component looks at a district’s wealth as
determined by the property value of the
residences in the district and the income
of the residents of the district. Similar to
the old school formula, if a district is
deemed “too wealthy” it is ineligible for
the basic education aid.

After examining the data provided by
the department of education, it appears
that the formula is a departure from the
old system in that Abbott districts (low-
wealth districts) are receiving minimal
aid increases. This is due to the fact that
over the years, Abbott districts have re-
ceived a significant infusion of state fund-
ing that arguably has brought them to
adequate spending levels. Middle-income
districts are now benefiting under the new
formula and are receiving a much needed
aid increase. However, if a district is

spending over adequacy, any aid increase
is capped at 10 percent. A district that is
spending below adequacy is capped at 20
percent.

Unfortunately, districts like Westfield
that are deemed “wealthy” are not signifi-
cant beneficiaries under the new formula.
According to data supplied by the depart-
ment of education, Westfield’s income
levels have increased over the last seven
years by 62 percent. That fact combined
with high property values in Westfield
make it ineligible for basic education
support under the formula. Therefore,
Westfield will receive only a 2 percent aid
increase over the amount they received
last year. Governor Corzine has indicated
his intent to have that basic increase in
place for at least three years. We are
deeply concerned, as to what happens to
communities like Westfield, after the
three-year commitment is over.

We are cognizant of the serious impact
this proposal has on the residents of
Westfield and plan to work with our Re-
publican and Democrat colleagues and
the Governor on aspects of the formula,
such as special-education funding, which
may help districts like Westfield deal
with their ever-increasing costs. The ad-
ministration has proposed that a portion
of the special-education funding be
wealth-equalized as well. Again, this
negatively impacts districts like Westfield.
Additional funding in this area could miti-
gate the impact of the base aid calcula-
tions.

We will keep you apprised as there are
further developments regarding this pro-
posal. Please do not hesitate to contact us
if you have other concerns.

Sen. Tom Kean,
Asm. Eric Munoz

Asm. Jon Bramnick

To the Good Hearts of Many,
Happy New Year Everyone

It can be annoying how quickly time goes by. In
just a few days, we will need to retrain ourselves to
write 2008 on our checks. There will be a myriad of
things to be renewed, updated or filed. Then, one will
need to focus on that new business plan, organiza-
tional changes, goals, resolutions, challenges and
‘un-thunk-of’ things.

Hopefully, everyone had a great 2007; and reflect-
ing at this moment, one can recall the good memo-
ries and shrug away the bad ones.

As everyone musters the energy and attitude to

start anew — anticipating what 2008 might have in
store — the only thing one can be sure of is that it will
be as dynamic, fickle, fun and challenging as years
before. Whatever matters that may be, or events that
unfold, we have confidence in the humor, good
sense, strength and the right stuff of our readers.

We look forward to sharing 2008 with you. Thank
you for sharing with us the previous year.

It is because of family, fine friends, community
and the good hearts of many that we know 2008 will
be the best year yet. Happy New Year.

Shouldn’t Car Owners
Have Repair Choice?
We have owned and operated an auto-

motive repair shop in Berlin, New Jersey
for many years, providing affordable and
competitive service to our customers,
many of which have been with us for a
long time. Unfortunately, our ability to
repair vehicles and our customers’ ability
to obtain affordable and convenient ser-
vice are being seriously challenged.

Today’s highly sophisticated vehicles
contain computers and other advanced tech-
nology that monitors or controls virtually
every vehicle function. Servicing these
vehicles requires that shops like ours have
full access to the same information and
tools that the car companies make avail-
able to their franchised dealer network.

However, in many cases the vehicle
manufacturers lock us out of key infor-
mation or repair capabilities that we need
to complete a repair. While we try at all
costs to avoid losing a customer, often the
inability to provide the repair forces us to
send our customer to the dealer with the
strong possibility that they will not be
back.

Car companies tell us that it is in their
best interest to make information and
tools available to our industry, but the
truth is that they and their franchised
dealers are making more money servic-
ing vehicles than they are selling new
cars. Therefore, despite their lip service,
they have little incentive to work with the
independent service industry to ensure
that we can compete on a level playing
field with their dealers.

That’s why the future health of our
company and others like ours is depen-
dant upon the immediate passage by Con-
gress of the Motor Vehicles Owners’ Right
to Repair Act. This legislation requires
that car manufacturers make available to
independent service shops the same in-
formation and tools that they provide to
their dealerships. After all, shouldn’t the
car owner make the choice of where they
have their vehicle is repaired and not the
car company?

We urge everyone in New Jersey who
owns a car to contact their elected offi-
cials in support of Right to Repair legis-
lation. Go to www.righttorepair.org for
additional information and whom to send
a letter in support of this legislation.

Jim Robey and Chad Barber
Robey’s Automotive, Berlin

Holiday Schedule
Announcement

Next week’s newspaper will be com-
pleted Monday, December 31 and
mailed Thursday, January 3.

Our office is open next week. (closed
January 1). Press day will be Monday,
December 31.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Westfield Call To Action:
School Funding Proposal

I would like to bring to the attention of
every Westfield resident a pending pro-
posal in Trenton that would have an im-
pact on local taxes and education. While
the funding proposal is meant to bring tax
relief for New Jersey residents, this will
not be the case in Westfield. We were
very disappointed to learn that, while
many comparable districts are due to re-
ceive increases of 10 and 20 percent from
the state, the Westfield School District is
only slated for a 2 percent increase. (For
a partial list of districts see
www.westfieldnjk12.org/message.)

I have reached out to state officials to
try to determine why Westfield will be
receiving one of the lower per pupil state
aid rates in the state. I have been told it is
because we are wealthy. I am glad that the
taxpayers in Millburn, Saddle River and
Ridgewood will be receiving a 10 percent
increase in state aid and that the taxpayers
in Bernards Township and Kinnelon will
be receiving a 20 percent increase. I am
curious as to how it was determined that
Westfield is wealthy, while these others
towns are not.

We are being told that one of the deter-
mining factors in the formula is a district’s
enrollment growth over the last seven
years. If the enrollment showed signifi-
cant increase, the district would be eli-
gible for more aid. Westfield’s public
school enrollment has grown 15 percent
during that time period, while the state
average is 4 percent, yet Westfield tax-
payers are not being given tax relief.

Since we have been deemed to be a
wealthy district, we will see a decrease in
the state aid for special education. For
many years, the State of New Jersey fol-
lowed the philosophy that funding for
special education should be allocated for
the needs of individual disabled students,
no matter where they live. The state’s
proposal changes this, and taxpayers in
towns such as Westfield that fall on the
wrong side of a formula will bear the
burden. Exactly how this will translate is
not yet clear. When we have sufficient
and clear answers, hopefully by January
4, we will post the information on our
website: www.westfieldnjk12.org. We
urge Westfield residents to refer to our
website on January 4 for updated infor-
mation, since a vote on the funding pro-
posal in Trenton could be scheduled on
January 7.

I know this is a very busy time of year

and writing to your state officials and
representatives will take more of your
limited time. Some say that is exactly
why the school-funding proposal is being
rushed through now. Having served in the
Westfield Public Schools for 11 years, I
have witnessed the determination and
action of community members when con-
cern for equitable treatment, education
and the future fiscal environment of
Westfield is at stake. Please express your
concerns and address your questions to
your state leaders:

Governor Jon Corzine,
www.state.nj.us/governor (this opens to
the governor’s website that provides an e-
mail form), (609) 292-6000; Senator Ri-
chard Codey, sencodey@njleg.org, (973)
731-6670; Education Commissioner
Lucille Davy,
lucille.davy@doe.state.nj.us, (609) 292-
0193; Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
senkean@njleg.org, (908) 232-3673;
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
asmbramnick@njleg.org, (908) 232-
3673; Assemblyman Eric Munoz,
asmmunoz@njleg.org, (908) 918-0414.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D. Superinten-
dent of Westfield Schools
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Eustomatous – Having a well-devel-
oped mouth
2. Smaragdine – Pertaining to the emerald
3. Fluctisonous – Resembling the sound
of waves
4. Petard – A kind of firecracker

KILLIGREW
1. Cornish crow with red feet and beak
2. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
3. A traitor; turncoat
4. A lake dwelling built on an artificial
island

TUMBEKI
1. A gipsy
2. A species of green tea from China
3. A small globular vessel of polished
brass
4. A kind of Persian tobacco

DEINOUS
1. Balanced; stable
2. Sharpness; eagerness
3. Arrogant; haughty
4. Uselessness; of little or no value

STRABISMUS
1. Cross-eyed
2. Formed like a fan
3. A tendancy or leaning
4. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin of
sheep

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
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Family-Leave Bill
Passes Buck to Workers

This holiday season, it appears both
employers and employees in New Jersey
will find a lump of coal in their stockings
thanks to a legislative proposal with a
wonderful-sounding name – paid family
leave. The supporters claim it will be a
cure-all for New Jersey families who need
to spend time with family in crisis situa-
tions. The definition of crisis is so broadly
interpreted that emotional stress is enough
to trigger the leave. If passed, this initia-
tive will create problems for those who
don’t take the leave and their employers
who struggle to remain competitive.

When someone takes paid leave, the
reality of the situation is that the workload
doesn’t change. Those left at work will
have to step up production or work longer
hours to compensate.

Running a business is difficult enough
without having the state step in. What
about those industries that require a li-
cense or a background check for employ-
ees like emergency rooms or casinos?
And here’s the kicker – employers who
are able already provide this benefit with-
out government mandate.

Employers and employees together
should voice their opposition to this new
tax and ask their elected officials to op-
pose paid-leave legislation. For the em-
ployer, it’s an issue for collective bar-
gaining; for the employee, it’s a tax on
wages that may well result in increased
demands in the workplace. If you enjoy
the benefits of the high wages paid by
New Jersey’s globally competitive com-
panies, this one is not for you.

Joan Verplanck President,
NJ Chamber of Commerce, Trenton

Letters to
the Editor

Gibbons: Kehler was
‘Molder of Boys to Men’

Anyone who had the privilege of play-
ing for Gary Kehler in football, golf or
wrestling has learned valuable and life-
lasting memories and lessons in how to
win and be humble with your victories.
The world has lost one of the greatest
molders of boys to men that I have ever
met.

God bless the Kehler family in this
time of sadness.

Dennis Gibbons (WHS ‘77)
Florham Park

Erratum
The front-page story in the Decem-

ber 20 edition of The Leader/Times
on state aid to schools should have
stated that Westfield’s “wealth or per-
sonal income” has risen 62 percent
over the last seven years, compared to
a state average of 54 percent during
the same period, for a difference of 8
percent. The story had said the state
average was 8 percent.

United Way Enriches
Life During Holidays
The holidays are a special time to reach

out and share our blessings by bringing
happiness and security to others in our
community. The Westfield United Way
is devoted to this mission. It requires us to
reach out to all people.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Way provide year-round
services and programs to Westfielders.
These programs enrich our quality of life
during the holidays. Our agency clients
say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe
and nurturing place to go after school,
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for my
mother who has Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.”

Agency services are designed for
Westfielders and are made possible by
Westfielders. The holidays are bright-
ened for children, families and the elderly
by special seasonal activities conducted
by Westfield United Way agencies. This
spirit of caring and sharing will continue
throughout the New Year.

We invite you to become part of this
caring network by contributing to the
Westfield United Way Campaign. Your
gift will enable 19 community agencies to
meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and help to make Westfield
a better place in which to live and to work.

The Westfield United Way is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2007 campaign.
Those who have not yet sent in a donation
are urged to do so today. The support of
each and every Westfielder is important.

From all of us at the Westfield United
Way and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season.

Cyrene and David Foltz
Co-Chairs, Westfield United Way

Aiello Family Thanks
All For Their Support
We would like to take this opportunity

to extend our heartfelt appreciation to our
family, friends and those who helped us
through this time of sorrow.

We lost Sal Aiello, my husband, our
dad and grandfather, too quickly on No-
vember 26, 2007. We would like to thank
the nurses and doctors at Muhlenberg
Hospital for their care until his last mo-
ments.

John Dooley from the Dooley Funeral
Home handled the arrangements for his
wake and burial with such compassion.
They are truly a credit to their profession.

The Union County Road Department
came through with leaf removal when we
called to have the leaves cleared in front
of our home so family and friends could
park their cars. The Westfield Police
Department, after leaving Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church, led the long
procession of cars past our home in re-
spect of his memory, through town to
Fairview Cemetery, his final resting place.
I hope I remembered everyone. Sincere
gratitude to you all.

Rosalie Aiello and Family
Westfield

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Jan. 1, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Holiday Gift Baskets

Ewephoria

899 Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Specialty 
Gourmet Foods

$2.00
OFF

This sheep’s milk Gouda
brings happiness where ever

it goes. Creamy on the
tongue with a nutty finish,

this imported Dutch Cheese
is perfect for entertaining.

$10.00 or More

Toward The Purchase of
REG.

14.99 lb.lb.

Mimolette

1499

This delicate cow’s milk
cheese from France is

famous for its’ deep russet
color and cannon ball like

shape. Cheddar-like in flavor,
Mimolette is a hit on any

cheese platter.

REG.
18.99 lb.lb.

Garrotxa

1599

This aged goat’s milk cheese
from Spain has a semi-soft
and compact texture with a
surprisingly delicate flavor
and clean, smooth finish.

REG.
19.99 lb.lb.

Epoisse

1299

From Burgundy in France,
Epoisses is a perennial

favorite with fans of strong-
smelling cheese. This soft
cow’s milk cheese has a

washed rind, pungent flavor,
and spreadable silky paste.

Individual 9-oz. pieces

REG.
16.99

THE PERFECT GIFT...

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 
Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Mon., Dec. 31, 2007.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

10% OFF
Towards the purchase of any one

Pre-Made Gift Basket
With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 

Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Mon., Dec. 31, 2007.

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 26, 2007 thru Tue., Jan. 1, 2008. We reserve
the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits Debit
Card

Tanqueray

3299GIN

Foxhorn

599

Don Simon
Sangria

599

1.75 L

Stolichnaya

3199VODKA
1.75 L

Jose Cuervo

3499

Bacardi Rum

1999
1.75 L

Dewar’s

2999

Jack Daniels

3799

WHITE
LABEL

GOLD OR 
CLASICO
WHITE

LIGHT
OR GOLD1.75 L

1.75 L 1.75 L

We Carry the Largest Selection 
of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!Beer EverydayEveryday

VODKA TEQUILA SCOTCH

WHISKEY

RUM
GIN

Luna
di Luna
ALL
TYPES

Beringer
Stone Cellars
ALL TYPES

Louis Roederer
BRUT CHAMPAGNE 3699

Ballatore
Spumante 599

Cook’s
SPARKLING WINES 599

Andre
SPARKLING WINES 399

Black Swan
ALL TYPES

1099
1299

9991399
1.5 L 1.5 L

Due Torri

999
1.5 L 1.5 L

1.5 L

•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT

1.5 L

Veuve
Clicquot

Brut
YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE

750
ML

Banfi
Rosa

Regale

1599
750
ML

BRUT OR
BLANC DE NOIR

Domaine
Chandon

1499
750
ML

BRUT, EXTRA DRY
OR BRUT ROSE

Korbel

1099
750
ML

Sparkling Wines
All Types

Domaine
Ste. Michelle

999
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML750

ML

750
ML

Heidsieck 
Monopole BLUE TOP 2699

M& R Asti 999
750
ML

750
ML

Moet &
Chandon
White Star

3299
750
ML

Dom
Perignon

12999
750
ML

2008

Franzia

Amberton

•House Wine Favorites 899

•Old 
World
Classics1099

•Vintner Select

1299

ALL 5 LTR. 
BOXES

Diamond Series
• CABERNET  • CLARET
• MERLOT   • SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL 
• PINOT NOIR

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2299

Smirnoff
1999

2099

800 REG.

FLAVORS

Gordon’s 1599

Crystal 999

Gilbey’s 1399

BOURBON

Knob Creek 2699

Crystal 1099

1 LTR.

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Captain Morgan
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Grey Goose
REG. OR FLAVORS 3499

1 LTR.

CancúnGOLD OR WHITE1999
1.75 L

Bushmills 3799
1.75 L

Jameson 3799
1.75 L

Seagram’s VO 1999
1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1699

1.75 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva 699

1.5 L

Beringer
White Zinfandel 899

1.5 L

DiLupo
Chianti 999

1.5 L

Georges Duboeuf
Beaujolais Nouveau
ARRIVING BY SHIP! 799

Carlo Rossi
GENERICS OR VARIETALS 999

4 L

Mattie’s Perch
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

Penny Lane
ALL TYPES 799

750
ML

750
ML

Mirassou
ALL TYPES 799

750
ML

750
ML

Viña San
Esteban ALL TYPES 799

750
ML

750
ML

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE1299

4 L

Canadian LTD 1199
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

750 
ML

750 
ML

1.75 L

Olifant 1999
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

BRANDY

E&J 1699

Kamora 1699

Louis Baron 999
1.75 L

CORDIALS

Cointreau 2999
1 LTR.

1.75 L

Southern Comfort 2599
1.75 L

Clan MacGregor 1599
1.75 L

Dekuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE 1699

1.75 L

Stock Limonce
LIMONCELLO 1999

1 LTR.

Johnnie Walker RED 2999
Glenlivet 3399

1.75 L

Johnnie Walker
BLACK LABEL 12-YR. OLD 5699

1.75 L

1.75 L

3799

•Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO

•Barefoot
Bubbly ALL TYPES799

Milagro ALL 750 MLS

SILVER

2399
REPOSADO

2699
AÑEJO

2999

IRISH
WHISKEY

IRISH
WHISKEY

COFFEE
LIQUEUR

12-YR. OLD
SINGLE MALT

Glenfiddich 339912-YR. OLD
SINGLE MALT

750 
ML

750 
ML

•Pinot Noir 1499

•Cabernet
•Chardonnay1199

•Sauvignon 
Blanc 999

1299

• CHARDONNAY
• SAUVIGNON

BLANC 750
ML1099

YOUR CHOICE!

ALL 750 MLS

RUSSIAN RIVER
Chardonnay1499

ALEXANDER VALLEY
•Cabernet Sauvignon

RUSSIAN RIVER
•Pinot Noir

•Cabernet KNIGHT’S VALLEY

•Chardonnay NAPA

•Merlot NAPA

•Sauvignon
Blanc NAPA

1999
750
ML

750
ML

Sunburst
Cellars
Sunburst
Cellars
Sunburst
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars
Infinity
Cellars

CoppolaCoppolaCoppolaCoppolaCoppola

ALL
TYPES

Arbor Mist

699
1.5 L

ALL TYPES
EXCLUDING
BLENDERS

Your
Choice!
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Ms. Helen A. Cunning and William M. Coughlin

Ms. Helen Cunning
To Wed William Coughlin

Mrs. Joan Cunning of Hoboken
has announced the engagement of her
daughter, Ms. Helen A. Cunning, also
of Hoboken, to William M. Coughlin
of Union City. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Peter Coughlin of Fanwood.

The bride-elect also is the daughter
of the late Edward Cunning, Sr. She is
a graduate of Seton Hall University,
where she earned both a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Political Science and a
Master of Arts degree in Corporate
and Public Communication.

Ms. Cunning is Executive Director,
Development with the Hackensack
University Medical Center Founda-
tion and a former Hoboken council-
woman. She serves as president of the
Hoboken Charter School Board and
founded the Hoboken St. Patrick’s Day
Parade in 1986.

Her fiancé graduated from Fordham

University with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communications and spent
the majority of his career with AT&T’s
marketing and public relations depart-
ments. He now directs marketing and
public relations for the Livingston-
based law firm of Connell Foley LLP.

An April wedding is planned at
The Church of Our Lady of Grace in
Hoboken.

MR. AND MRS. RYAN FRANCIS COLFORD
(She is the former Miss Justine Ann Mosko)

Miss Justine Ann Mosko
Weds Ryan Francis Colford
Miss Justine Ann Mosko, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter J.
Mosko of Fanwood, was married on
Friday, September 1, 2006, to Ryan
Francis Colford. He is the son of
Francis X. Colford of West Long
Branch and Ms. Trina Peduto Colford,
also of West Long Branch.

The Reverend John F. Kennedy
officiated at the late afternoon nup-
tials, which took place at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. A
reception followed at the Berkeley
Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless white satin
gown, enhanced with crystal beading
and platinum embroidery on her bod-
ice and skirt. Her cathedral-length
veil was finished with fine embroi-
dered white edging. She carried a
cascading bouquet of white roses,
gardenias and stephanotis.

Miss Jennifer Mosko was the maid
of honor for her sister. The bridal
attendants included Miss Courtney
Colford, Miss Lindsay Colford and
Miss Rory Colford, sisters of the
bridegroom, along with Miss
Katherine Bober, Miss Amy Citrano
and Miss Marlene Lacher, all friends
of the bride.

The maid of honor and bridal atten-
dants all wore European sky blue
strapless floor-length satin dresses
with periwinkle sashes. They carried
handheld bouquets of blue hydran-
gea, white roses and magenta orchids.

Greggory Strasser and Stephen
Wheeler, friends of the bridegroom,
were the best men. Serving as grooms-
men were Peter Mosko, Jr., brother of

the bride; Matthew Colford, cousin
of the bridegroom; James Butler,
Brendan Reilly and Jason Strohmaier,
all friends of the bridegroom.

Mrs. Helen Oaks, the bride’s aunt
and godmother; Mrs. Mary Palecek,
the bridegroom’s aunt and godmother,
and Leonard Oaks, the bride’s cousin,
did readings. Mrs. Catherine Colford,
the bridegroom’s grandmother, re-
cited the Irish Blessing, and Mrs.
Denise DelGuidice, the bride’s aunt,
performed as soloist throughout the
ceremony.

A 1998 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the bride re-
ceived her Bachelor of Science de-
gree in International Business and
Minor in German from Fairfield Uni-
versity in Fairfield, Conn. She is an
associate in Private Wealth Manage-
ment at Brown Brothers Harriman
and Co. in New York City.

The bridegroom, a 1998 graduate
of Christian Brothers Academy in
Lincroft, earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Marketing and Minor
in Spanish at Fairfield University.
Mr. Colford is employed at The
Nielsen Company in Paramus, where
he is a client manager for Kraft Foods.

Mrs. Marlene Mosko, the mother
of the bride, along with Miss Jennifer
Mosko, sister of the bride, hosted a
surprise bridal luncheon at the Bask-
ing Ridge Country Club. The
bridegroom’s parents, Francis Colford
and Ms. Trina Peduto Colford, hosted
a rehearsal dinner at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Everett Freeman of Colonia,
the bridegroom’s aunt and uncle.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Hoboken.

Two Film Series in January
To Spotlight French Culture
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will offer two
free film series during January as part
of its month-long celebration of
French culture.

A film series for adults age 18 and
over, entitled “The Streets of Paris:
Life, Love and Longing in the City of
Lights,” will be held on Tuesdays at
noon. The schedule of films to be
shown is as follows:

January 8: The 400 Blows (1959) –
Francois Truffaut’s directorial debut
is a semi-autobiographical film about
an adolescent left to his own devices
in the dreary working-class neigh-
borhoods of 1950s Paris.

January 15: Amelie (2001) – A
young waitress in a Montmartre café
abandons her inner fantasy world to
help others find happiness.

January 22: Monsieur Ibrahim
(2004) – Omar Sharif stars as a Mos-
lem shopkeeper who befriends and
guides a troubled Jewish youth in a
gritty 1960s Paris neighborhood.

January 29: Paris Je T’Aime (2006)

– Features 18 vignettes by 20 of the
world’s most influential filmmakers,
each set in a different Paris neighbor-
hood or landmark.

The library also will present an ani-
mated film series on Sundays at 1 p.m.
that is intended for families and adults.
A responsible adult must accompany
children in eighth grade or younger.
The schedule is as follows:

January 6: Gay Purr-ee (1962) –
Country cat Mewsette (voiced by Judy
Garland) runs away to Paris and finds
a few surprises.

January 13: The Aristocats (1970) –
A cat kidnapped from her posh Paris
home teams up with some resourceful
friends to triumph over the bad guys.

January 20: The Triplets of
Belleville (2003) – Not for small chil-
dren, this film’s darkly comic cosmos
includes a surreal 1930s France, a
cast of reprehensible yet comic char-
acters and lots of original style.

January 27: Ratatouille (2007) –
Remy the Rat ascends to the heights
of the Paris culinary world despite
the objections of his family and vari-
ous obstacles.

Admission is free, but pre-registra-
tion is required. The films will be
screened in the library’s Community
Room. Individuals may register for
single films or entire series by calling
the library at (908) 322-5007, exten-
sion no. 204, or e-mailing
library@scotlib.org. The library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Thrift Shop Accepting
‘Re-Gifted’ Presents

SCOTCH PLAINS – Individuals
who have received presents this holi-
day season that for whatever reason
they cannot use and cannot return are
invited to “re-gift” them to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop.

The thrift shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
saves new items throughout the year
that are still in their original packag-
ing for its annual Christmas boutique.

Non-perishable items may include
gift soaps, stationery, serving dishes,
accessories such as scarves, wallets
and purses, small appliances and toys
that have not been used. In Novem-
ber, the shop holds a toy and doll sale,
so these items may be submitted as
well.

The shop, which closed for the
holidays, will reopen on Wednesday,
January 2, restocked with all “new”
merchandise. Business hours are 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday and 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

Donations are received in the back
door by the parking lot when the shop
is open. For more information or di-
rections, call (908) 322-5420. The
thrift shop is a volunteer-run store
and all proceeds are donated to local
charitable organizations. The Service
League donated $50,000 back into
the community in 2007.

January 2008 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Closed - January 1, 21  

ADULT PROGRAMS
Jan 4 1:30  PM TGIF:  Australia 
Jan 9  7:00 PM          Lois Winston, Award Winning Author 
Jan 10 10:00AM Computer:  Business Resources Online 
Jan 11 1:30  PM TGIF:  Johann Strauss 
Jan 16 10:00AM Computer:  Genealogy Online 
Jan 16 7:00  PM         Shannon Pierce, Saxophonist 
Jan 18 1:30  PM TGIF:  F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Jan 23 6:45  PM          Literature and Medicine: A Community Dialogue 
Jan 25 1:30  PM TGIF: Classic Movie Week: “Funny Face” 
Jan 29 7:00  PM  Computer:  Microsoft Word - Beginners 
Jan 31 10:00AM Computer:  Travel, Travel, Travel 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Jan 5, 12,19,26  10:00AM       Chess  
Jan 8,15,22,29     10:00 AM      Toddler’s Group 
Jan 8,15,22,29     1:30 PM        Preschool Storytime 
Jan 9,16,23,30          10:00 AM     Preschool Storytime 
Jan 11,18,25             10:00 AM     Tots’ Storytime 
Jan 12  9:45 AM       Great Reptiles 

            OR 
 11:00 AM
Jan 16,23,30 3:45 PM    Readers’ Theatre 
Jan  17,24,31           3:45 PM  Big Kids’ Storytime 
Jan 26 10:30 AM     The Wizard of Oz Puppet Show 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

SAR to Host Speaker
On Battle of Springfield

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet on Monday, Janu-
ary 7, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

Guest speaker Michael Yesenko
will trace George Washington’s ac-
tions during 1778. His slide lecture
will focus on General Maxwell and
the Battle of Springfield.

Mr. Yesenko was a social studies
chairman for the Union school dis-
trict and also has been Union Town-
ship historian. He is listed in “Who’s
Who in American Education.”

He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Rutgers University and a master’s de-
gree from Seton Hall University, and
has published articles and books on
the American Revolution.

The meeting is open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served. For
more details, call Warren Fristensky,
chapter president, at (908) 654-1731.

Wilhelms Welcome
Lylah Elizabeth

Jodi and Jeffrey Wilhelm of
Cranford have announced the birth of
their daughter, Lylah Elizabeth
Wilhelm, on Monday, July 23, at 8:10
a.m. at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Lylah weighed 8 pounds and 7
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her sister, Madelyn Rose,
age 2.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Larry and Ginny Taner of Westfield.

Rich and Lora Wilhelm of
Woodbridge are her paternal grand-
parents.

Lylah’s maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Norman and Dorothy
Ziegenfuss of Springfield.

Her paternal great-grandparents are
Arnold and Ronnie Houser of
Lakehurst.

St. John’s Baptist Sets
Watchnight Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold its
annual Watchnight Service on Mon-
day, December 31, at 10 p.m.

All are invited to come and give
thanks for the past year and to look
forward to the year ahead. For more
information, call St. John’s Baptist
Church at (908) 232-6972.
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Seminar on Grief and Loss
To Begin Anew In January

CRANFORD – An eight-week
seminar on coping with grief and loss
will be offered on Sunday evenings
from January 6 to February 24 in the
Mettam Lounge of the First Presby-
terian Church in Cranford, located at
11 Springfield Avenue. Sessions will
last from 7 to 9 p.m.

The focus of the “Journey Toward
Healing” seminar is to equip those
who have suffered loss or change
within their lives with useful tools for
working toward wholeness and to
facilitate the group toward self-em-
powered healing.

Loss can be due to death, divorce or
another type of life change. There is no
charge for the seminar, but free will
donations will be accepted. Patti Wil-
liams, a Registered Nurse and Certi-
fied Pastoral Bereavement Counselor,
and Dr. Virginia Waters, a psycholo-
gist, will be the facilitators. Both have

experienced loss in their own lives.
Participants will learn the definition

of grief and how people grieve; the
tasks of grieving and redefining one-
self, and how to take care of one’s self
and cope with loss. Other topics will
include making decisions, facing chal-
lenges, handling holidays and special
occasions, creating a meaningful me-
morial, dealing with loneliness and
examining one’s spirituality.

All losses are homogeneously
grouped. The last session will include
a special remembrance service and an
opportunity to walk the labyrinth at
the church. All faiths are welcome to
participate in this seminar, which is
offered twice a year. An ongoing sup-
port group follows the seminar.

Mrs. Williams created this seminar
and support group in response to her
late husband’s concern that those who
have suffered loss could learn how to
cope with the loss and find meaning in
their faith. To register for the seminar
or for information about the seminar
or support group, call (908) 709-1341.

Mr. Mahmoud to Continue
‘Tales of Arabian Nights’

WESTFIELD – Hassan “Sam”
Mahmoud will continue his popular
talk on “Tales of the Arabian Nights”
(The Thousand Nights and One Night)
at the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon Janu-
ary 2 at B.G. Fields Restaurant, lo-
cated at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

These stories are a collection of
fanciful tales twice as long as the “Iliad”
and “Odyssey” combined. They deal
with human behavior and interaction,
illuminating the virtues of goodness
versus the vices of evil, in a Middle
Eastern and Asian atmosphere.

Mr. Mahmoud came to the United
States 37 years ago from his native
Egypt and has lived in Westfield for
15 years. An author and lecturer, he
has given talks in Egypt on history,
political science, marine insurance

and international trade.
In the United States, he has had

multiple articles on history and poli-
tics published in major newspapers.
He has traveled the world and serves
on the board of trustees of the Westfield
Historical Society. In previous talks to
the society, Mr. Mahmoud has dis-
cussed ancient Egypt, 800 years of
Moorish Spain, The Crusades and the
historic wonders of Egypt.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, December 31. The cost is
$15, including gratuity.

Dept. Issues Qdoba
Posting of ‘Excellent’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-

gional Health Department has an-
nounced that an “excellent” posting
was issued to Qdoba, located at 70
Elm Street in Westfield. The rating of
“excellent” was established by the
board of health to recognize local
retail food establishments that have
maintained an exemplary record in
compliance with the New Jersey State
Sanitary Code and local ordinances
and regulations governing the opera-
tion of retail food establishments.

A retail food establishment that has
received continuous “satisfactory”
postings (formerly the highest rating)
for two consecutive years becomes
eligible for consideration of the issu-
ance of an “excellent” posting, at the
discretion of the health inspector con-
ducting the current inspection.

Kenneth Pincus, principal registered
environmental health specialist with
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment, noted that the owner of Qdoba
has maintained the establishment in
the highest standard and as such was
fully deserving of this posting.

Library Expands Collections
Of Audio-Visual Offerings

GARWOOD – The Garwood Free
Public Library recently expanded its
audio-visual collections to include
DVDs of classic films plus new mov-
ies, including such hits as Transform-
ers, King Kong, Gone With the Wind,
The Old Man and the Sea, On the
Beach, To Kill a Mockingbird, Car-
rie, We Are Marshall, all three
Spiderman movies, Braveheart, Meet
the Robinsons, War of the Worlds and
Polar Express. Videos are lent for
one week on a valid adult library
card. There is no rental fee but over-
due fines are $1 per item.

The library also has increased its
audiobook collection to include se-
lections for children and adults.
Among the newer acquisitions for
adults are “The Kite Runner,” “Plain
Truth,” “Bridge of Sighs,” “The
Lovely Bones” and “Wrongful
Death.” Selections for children in-
clude “Ingraine the Brave,”
“Superfudge,” “Escape: The Story of
Houdini” and Little Bear’s Audio Col-
lection.

A sampling of classics includes “A
Clockwork Orange,” “The Good
Earth,” “The Magnificent Ambersons,”
“Roots,” “Anne Frank: The Diary of a
Young Girl,” “Hiroshima” and “Ani-
mal Farm.”

Audiobooks are lent for two weeks,
with one renewal allowed. There is
no rental charge, but fines are $1 per
day per item. Audiovisual materials
must be returned inside the library.
There is an additional charge of $1
per item if returned in the book drop.
Audiobooks are lent to adult library

cardholders as well.
The classic movie series, held regu-

larly on Fridays at 10 a.m. at the
library, will resume again beginning
January 4. This series is open to all
residents. For a schedule of films or
further information, or if wishing to
offer comments or suggestions, call
the library at (908) 789-1670.

Area Church to Host
New Year’s Eve Event
CLARK/LINDEN – Area residents

are invited to join the Beloved Dis-
ciple Charismatic Prayer Group for a
New Year’s Eve Celebration with
Jesus and Mary on Monday, Decem-
ber 31, at St. John the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church.

The event will begin at 9 p.m. with
Eucharistic Adoration, confessions,
Charismatic Praise and Worship, Di-
vine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary. It
will continue with Holy Mass at 10:30
p.m. Participants are invited to stay
afterwards for refreshments.

St. John the Apostle Church is lo-
cated at 1805 Penbrook Terrace in Clark/
Linden (on Valley Road in Clark, off
Stiles Street in Linden). For directions,
access sjanj.net or call (908) 486-6363.

Blood Drive to Be Held
Tomorrow In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Res-
cue Squad will sponsor a blood drive
at its headquarters at 123 Watson Road
tomorrow, Friday, December 28, from
3 to 8:30 p.m. While all blood types
are needed, there currently is a short-
age of O negative and B negative
types, according to New Jersey Blood
Services (NJBS).

NJBS recently honored the Fanwood
squad in memory of squad member
William Crosby, who chaired drives
that collected more than 2,500 pints of
blood. This amount has the potential
to save as many as 7,500 lives.

Donors must be 17 years of age,
weigh at least 110 pounds and be in
generally good health. They also must
present photo or signed identification
and know their Social Security num-
ber. Persons over age 75 can continue
to donate with a physician’s note. To
make an appointment to donate blood,
or to get answers to questions about
medical eligibility, call (800) 933-
BLOOD (2566).

Troop 441 Members Earn
Girl Scout Silver Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Marianna
Caruso-Gilbert and Kathleen Leeper,
both members of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scout Troop 441, recently
received their Silver Award. This
award is the highest one available to
Cadette Girl Scouts.

The Silver Award represents a
young woman’s accomplishments in
Girl Scouting and her community as
she works to improve her life and the
lives of others. The first four require-
ments of the award help girls build
skills, explore careers, gain leader-
ship skills and make a commitment to
self-improvement.The final require-
ment is a community service project
requiring a commitment of at least 40
hours for each girl.

Marianna and other troop mem-
bers worked with Beyond School
Explorers, an after-school enrich-
ment program organized by the Par-
ent-Teacher Association at School
One in Scotch Plains. The scouts
planned and taught a class called
Everyday Science for 16 students in
kindergarten to second grade.
Marianna currently is in the ninth
grade at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Kathleen’s project involved orga-
nizing a blood drive. Working with
Lynn Ross of the Greater New York
Blood Center, Kathleen learned that
blood donations are critically low dur-
ing the summer months. Twenty-five
donors attended her August blood drive
at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains, providing blood that
could benefit up to 75 patients.

She also wrote a guide for other
Girl Scout troops that want to orga-

nize future blood drives. Kathleen is
in ninth grade at the Union County
Academy for Information Technol-
ogy in Scotch Plains.

Following the Silver Award cer-
emony in October at the All Saints’
Church, Marianna, Kathleen and the
rest of Troop 441, including eight pre-
vious Silver Award recipients, “crossed
the bridge” to Senior Girl Scouts.

During high school, the young
women will continue to develop
skills to help them become commu-
nity leaders. Some girls may work
toward the Gold Award, the highest
award in Girl Scouting.

Fanwood and Scotch Plains are
among 25 communities served by the
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Coun-
cil. Currently celebrating its 50th an-
niversary, the council serves more than
11,000 girls and adults. For more in-
formation, call (908) 232-3236 or visit
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Literacy Volunteers Set
Tutor Training Dates
AREA – Literacy Volunteers of

Union County is offering free day-
time training for new tutors in Janu-
ary at the Summit YMCA, located at
67 Maple Street in Summit. Sessions
will be held twice a week, from 10
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., on Tuesdays and
Thursdays for three weeks. The dates
are January 8, 10, 15, 17 and 24.

After they complete training, new
tutors will be certified to teach both
Basic Reading and English as a Sec-
ond Language.  No prior experience
is necessary and knowledge of a for-
eign language is not required. Ongo-
ing support is provided to all tutors.
To volunteer, call (908) 755-7998 or
e-mail dawn@lvaunion.org.

Sale Through Saturday
Aids Homeless Animals

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption is holding
an after-Christmas sale at its thrift
shop through Saturday, December 29.

Christmas/holiday items in the store
are available at 60 percent off regular
price. The store is located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. It is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday and Tuesday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity have donated all items for
sale at the shop to benefit homeless
animals. Among the  merchandise are
one-of-a-kind items, small furniture,
jewelry, collectibles, books, knick-
knacks and new gift items. The shop
also is accepting donations of dog
and especially cat food for their fos-
ter animals in need.

Due to support from its customers,
the group recently was able to rescue
from the pound a mother cat and her
kittens and a shepherd mix female
dog that it named Daisy. For more
information, call (732) 388-8930 or
visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.

JCC Passes to Provide
Free Fitness-Swimming

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, is offering
free passes to use its fitness and swim-
ming facilities during January.

Passes will provide unlimited vis-
its to the JCC to use the fitness room,
pool, gym, sauna and whirlpool. Fit-
ness classes and fitness room orienta-
tions also will be free of charge.

This fitness promotion is open to
all. For more information or to re-
ceive a pass, contact JCC Member-
ship Director Marla Itzkin at
mitzkin@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 236. Information
also is available at jccnj.org.

SHINING SILVER…Cadette Girl Scouts Kathleen Leeper, left, and Marianna
Caruso-Gilbert of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout Troop 441 share their joy at
having earned their Silver Award. For their community service projects, Kathleen
organized a blood drive at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains, while
Marianna taught a course called Everyday Science to elementary school children
at School One, also in Scotch Plains.

Slide Program to Show
Effects of Coal Mining
AREA – The Sierra Club will meet

on Wednesday, January 9, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at the Library of the
Chathams, 214 Main Street in
Chatham. Admission is free and open
to the public.

Professional photographer B.
Mark Schmerling will give a slide
presentation on mountaintop removal
coal mining (MTR) in the Appala-
chian Mountains. He has docu-
mented MTR and those affected by
it since 2005, and is working to sup-
port legislation that will help end
MTR and its negative effects.

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE

REST ASSURED WITH

THE MATTRESS FACTORY
Two years ago, the Mattress
Factory, at 35 South Avenue in
Fanwood, relocated from Garwood
where they spent almost 30 years
providing superior bedding to their
loyal customers.  In honor of their
two-year anniversary, the Mattress
Factory would like to introduce
their latest innovation, the latex
mattress line.  This mattress offers
customers a balance of comfort
and support.  Latex, a naturally
derived material, dynamically
responds to your every curve and
contour to provide outstanding
orthopedic support so you sleep
deeper and awake refreshed.  Latex
foam instantly conforms to you,
providing superior back support
while reducing pressure areas that
cause you to toss and turn, and
provides up to 33% more pressure

relief than conventional or
memory foam bedding.
Alleviating pressure also helps
bring needed oxygen and nutrients
to tired, aching muscles.  Sleep
loss has been associated with many
health problems and a good
mattress is essential to a healthy
life.  The Mattress Factory is
committed to meeting the needs of
each customer and customer
service is our number one priority.
Quality bedding is a major
investment in your health, so don’t
settle for second best.  Ask for our
latex mattress and be sure you are
buying the most comfortable and
resilient mattress available.  Call
908-322-4178 or visit us on the
web at www.mattressfac.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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85th Anniversary 

Westfield Area Y  
The SOLUTION to Your 2008  

Wellness  Resolution 
In honor of our 85th 

year of service to the  

community,  join the Y 

during the month of 

January and save $85 

off the regular $150 

Joiner’s Fee AND  

receive an 85th  

Anniversary T-Shirt! 

 
*New members only (must not have been 

a member for at least 60 days)  Expires 
January 31, 2008 Financial Assistance is 

available to those who qualify.  
Y Code: NPJAN08 

1923 2008 

 
 

Features: 
• Cardio Room-120+ pieces of equipment 
• Strength Training & Free Weight 

equipment 
• NEW! Nautilus Fitness Advisor 
• Two pools 
• A/C Double gym with climbing wall 

and NEW Interactive Sportwall 
• Two A/C Racquetball courts 
• Teen Programs, Trips and Activities 
• Family Open Gym & Swim Time 
• Nutritionist & Trainers on staff 
• NEW!  Fitness Express Center with 

family-friendly equipment for children 
ages 7+  

• NEW!  On-Site Overlook Hospital  
Community Health Screenings &  
Lectures 

• Kids Club Babysitting for members 
• Youth & Adult swimming and sports 

classes 
• NAEYC accredited preschool and full 

day child care programs and after 
school child care   

Join during the 
month of January 

and take advantage 
of the $65 Joiner’s 
Fee Anniversary 

Special!

Open  
New Year’s 

Day 10:00 am 
- 4:00 pm! 

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia 

Bauer Family Branch 
422 East Broad Street 

Child Care Center 
170 Elm Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

JC
C
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Free Fitness all January 

The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ.    Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs. 

The community is invited to enjoy free 
access to a unique fitness facility all 
January long. 

Jumpstart your New Year’s resolutions with 
workouts in the welcoming fitness center, 
fitness classes, aqua-fitness classes, and 
laps in the pool.  We will help you get 
started with fitness orientations and 
beginner classes.

Everything is free.  JCC membership is not 
required.  Hurry.  February is almost here! 

For your free pass mention this ad and contact Marla 
Itzkin, Membership Director at mitzkin@jccnj.org or ext. 236.  Visit 
www.jccnj.org for fitness orientation and class schedules.

Wilf Jewish Community Campus 
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org   

The JCC is open
New Year’s Day!
8:00 a.m. — Noon

The friendship of those we serve is the

foundation of our success. We thank you and

wish you all “Good Cheer, Health and

Happiness” throughout the New Year.

389 Park Ave • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

Vinnie, Vinnie Jr. and Nick Losavio

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1939

Karate N Motion 

 Kick Start  
Pre-K Academy  

New Programs for 2008 

Kick start the Inner Ath-
let in your 3 & 4 year old! 

• Learn Balance 

• Learn discipline 

• Self Control 

• Confidence 

• Games and Props 

• Small groups 

• Have Fun! 

Wednesdays 4:30-5:15 
10 Week Session $115.00 

Karate N Motion 

1006 South Ave –Westfield NJ 07090 

(908) 232-6440 

Www.karatenmotion.com  

Tone & Sculpt your body 
using a fusion of Latin & 

International music! 

• Aerobic/fitness inter-

val training 
• Mix of  body sculpting 

with easy to follow 

dance steps. 
 
Adults—Tues 8:30pm 
Kids 10 —Mon/Tues/
Wed 3:30 10 wks 

DELAFUENTE WINS 200, 500-FREE, ANCHORS 200FR

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
BridgeH2O Panthers, 98-72

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bridgewater-Raritan has been quite
a test, having beaten the Westfield
High School boys swim team for the
sectional title in 2005 and 2006 be-
fore being taken 93-77 by the Blue
Devils in 2007. In the past, the Pan-
thers have made a habit out of defeat-
ing Westfield in their early-season
dual meets, but this time the Blue

Devils passed the test with flying
colors after handing the 4-1 visitors a
98-72 dousing at Wallace Pool in
Westfield on December 20.

As they had in years past, the 4-0
Blue Devils accumulated significant
points for second, third and fourth
place finishes but they also won four
individual events and two of the three
relays. Junior Chris DeLaFuente took
top honors in the 200-yard freestyle

with a time of 1:48.33 and the 500-
freestyle with a time of 5:03.91 and
teammate Matt Morgan touched third
at 5:17.54. Anchored by DeLaFuente,
the Blue Devils (Matt Green, Matt
Blutfield, Mike Oster) won the 200-
free relay with a time of 1:33.11 fol-
lowed by teammates Jack Lorentzen,
Alex Greenspan, Nick Boyle and Jon
Holt at 1:38.27.

LEMBERG SETS WHS RECORDS IN 50-FREE, 100-FREE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Down
Bridgewater Panthers, 92-78

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Alexi Kuska and sophomore
Suzanne Lemberg each won two in-
dividual events and swam on two
winning relays to treat the Westfield
High School (WHS) girls swim team
to a 92-78 victory over the
Bridgewater-Raritan Lady Panthers
at Wallace Pool in Westfield on De-
cember 20. The 4-0 Blue Devils won
five individual and two relay events,
while the 4-1 Panthers touched first
in two individuals and the 200-yard
free relay event.

In a challenging meet such as with
Bridgewater-Raritan, placement of top
swimmers in particular events could
play a deciding role in the outcome.

“We had a meeting and I told the
girls they had to go for it and appar-
ently they did. I looked at their (Pan-
thers) times in their past few meets
and I put our girls where we thought
we should be,” said first-year Blue

Devil Head Coach Brooke Smith
(WHS Class of 1999). “It’s pretty
much a guessing game. This is not
going to be our final lineup by any
means.”

There was little guessing when
Lemberg changed the WHS record
books twice. Her time of 24.31 in the
50-yard freestyle topped Dana
Zonneyville’s time of 24.41 set in
1979 and her touch of 53.24 in the
100-free shaved .16 off her WHS
record time set last year. Kuska, who
is the WHS record holder in the 200-
free, touched first in the event with a
time of 1:55.35 and swam the anchor
on the winning 200-medley relay,
which included senior Liz Hawkins,

sophomore Kate Heffernan and
Lemberg, respectively, that was timed
at 1:53.21. Kuska also anchored the
winning 400-free relay, which in-
cluded Lemberg, sophomore
Meredith Smith and Hawkins, respec-
tively, finishing with a WHS record
time of 3:40.68.

Kuska nearly broke another WHS
record, while beating her nearest com-
petitor in the 500-free by 30 seconds,
touching first in 5:05.98, just 1.2 sec-
onds off the record. Sophomore Kyle
Higgins had a strong swim to finish
fourth with a time of 5:37.73.

“Kyle was amazing. That was so
good for her. That’s what she needed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

HWT BLAES, 152-LB CANNON RECORD QUICK FALLS

Roselle Park Panthers Defeat
SP-F Raider Wrestlers, 47-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Roselle Park got nearly maximum
results from its most talented wres-
tlers and claimed nine of 14 bouts to
defeat the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 47-27, on Decem-
ber 22. The 2-2 Raiders received two
quick falls from heavyweight Joe
Blaes and Trevor Cannon (152-lbs),
two more falls from Joe Sebolao (189-
lbs) and Ron Desiato (160-lbs), and a
5-1 decision from Mike Ferrara (140-
lbs)

After the 2-0 Panthers won the
opening bout, 171-lbs, by fall, Sebolao
solved a problem of being behind,
12-5, to Rob Kirste by using a step-

over maneuver to a half nelson to
claim a 5:36 pin. Raider Billy Jacobs
jumped up from his normal 189-lb
class to meet 215-lb Mike Lefano, a
2007 Union County champ, but he
had little luck. Lefano tallied two
takedowns, three nearfalls and a re-
versal before recording a fall in 3:27.

Blaes tied the team score, 12-12
when he pulled off a smooth ankle
pick takedown then turned Steve
Wright to his back in 1:33.

“I went with the ankle pick, which
I’m good at, and caught him by sur-
prise. Then I Jimmy Johnned him,
which is a single arm,” explained
Blaes, who practices with Billy Jacobs
and, “the alumni who come back like

(Nick) Giannaci and Andrew Silber,
who always help me out.”

The Panthers reeled off six straight
victories to take a 43-12 lead but at
119-lbs, Raider Tristan Bundy had a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING TWO WHS SWIM RECORDS…Blue Devil sophomore Suzanne Lemberg looks up just after setting a new
Westfield High School (WHS) record in the 100-yard freestyle. Lemberg also broke the WHS 50-yard freestyle record. The
Blue Devils also set a WHS record in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE WINNER…Blue Devil Matt Meserole won the 100-backstroke and swam on the winning 200-medley relay team
with Larry Zhang Matt Blutfield and Matt Green.
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Blue Devil Swim Girls Down
Bridgewater Panthers, 92-78
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Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
BridgeH2O Panthers, 98-72
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156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5 Baths.

Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain  & Fancy kitchen

cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00  •  908-414-1208

to get herself going,” said coach
Smith.

Junior Catherine Maguire and
Heffernan touched 1-2 in the 100-
breaststroke with respective times of
1:11.84 and 1:12.15 to give the Blue
Devils a little breathing room with an
84-72 lead entering the final event.

More Blue Devil depth was shown
in several events. Meredith Smith,
Maguire, Becky DeLaFuente and
Emily Budnick took third in the 200-
medley relay. Smith placed second in
the 200-free at 2:03.51, Maguire
touched third in the 200-individual
medley at 2:20.01, Lauren Sullivan
placed third in the 50-free at 26.49
and Hawkins touched second in the
100-fly with a time of 1:02.26.
Hawkins and Smith touched 2-3 in
the 100-back stroke with respective
times of 1:04.29 and 1:05.08. The
Blue Devils also took 2-3 in the 200-
free relay (Sullivan, Olivia Scrofani,
DeLaFuente, Budnick at 1:45.79, and

Maguire, Higgins, Ally Rose, Elaine
Anderson at 1:48.33).

Coach Smith’s unique condition-
ing program, consisting of dry land
work and running in addition to the
swimming seems to have paid off.

“They have been running and we
try to on Saturdays to play a different
sport. We joke about it being cross-
training. It’s going well,” coach Smith
said.
WESTFIELD 92, BRIDEH2O 78
200 medley relay: W (Liz Hawkins, Kate
Heffernan, Suzanne Lemberg, Alexi
Kuska) 1:53.21
200 free: Kuska (W) 1:55.35
200 IM: Wendy Liu (B) 2:17
50 free: Lemberg (W) 24.31
100 fly: Hannah Gonzalez (B) 1:01.4
100 free: Lemberg (W) 53.24
500 free: Kuska (W) 5:05.98
200 free relay: B (Sara Kuscan, Alex
Enny, Gonzalez, Casey Stahl) 1:42.32
100 back: Mara Valenzuela (B) 1:01.51
100 breast: Catherine McGuire (W)
1:11.84
400 free relay: W (Lemberg, Meredith
Smith, Hawkins, Kuska) 3:40.68

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Wojcik to be Inducted
In N.J. Lacrosse Hall of Fame

Devils of the Week
Lemberg, Smith,
Hawkins, Kuska
Girls swimming

“We are a deep team and the guys
are really working hard. They all have
set some high goals as always. We
wanted to get started off on a good
foot and it showed today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Jeff Knight. “When
it gets down to it, we have a really
deep team and there are guys who
will be able to swim in any position I
put them. These guys want to be in the
water. They don’t care where I put
them and they are ready to go as soon
as they get in there.”

Sophomore Matt Meserole and jun-
ior Evan Paulan touched 1-3 in the
100-backstroke with respective times
of 55.25 and 58.12. Freshman Larry
Zhang won the 100-breaststroke with
a time of 1:04.38. Meserole, Zhang,
Blutfield and Green at 1:41.99 and
John Taylor, Morgan, Holt and Paulan
at 1:47.23 gave the Blue Devils a
great start by touching 1-3 in the first
event, the 200-medley relay.

Meserole (2:07.09), Morgan
(2:08.2) and Zhang (2:08.66) touched
2-3-4 in the 200-individual medley

and Paulan (56.82), Matt Blutfield
(57.36) and Taylor (1:00.31) took 2-3-
4 in the 100-butterfly. Green (50.1)
and Mike Oster (52.13) touched 2-3 in
the 100-free. Green (22.71) and Boyle
(24.86) placed 2-3 in the 50-free.

“There were countless guys. Evan
Paulan, in the butterfly, dropped a
considerable amount of time. Jon Holt
anchored the 200-free relay and swam
a phenomenal leg (23.97). He hasn’t
been doing that until today,” coach
Knight said.

The Blue Devils’ depth also came
through in the final event when
DeLaFuente, Morgan, Oster and
Meserole at 3:25.65 and Holt, Taylor,
Zhang and Paulan at 3:39.3 placed 2-
3 in the 400-free relay.

“I could give you every guy on our
team. They all swam phenomenal. In
every race, whether it be an inside
lane or and outside lane, the guys
swam great. When it comes down to
it, we want good swims. Wins are
great but we want the guys to swim to
their potential,” said coach Knight.
WESTFIELD 98, BRIDGEH2O 72
200 medley relay: W (Meserole, Zhang,
Blutfield, Green) 1:41.99
200 free: DeLaFuente (W) 1:48.33
200 IM: Tom Rinaldi (B) 2:06.24
50 free: Frank Cuzzola (B) 22.24
100 fly: Brian Barr (B) 56.29
100 free: Cuzzola (B) (49.83)
500 free: DeLaFuente (W) 5:03.91
200 free relay: W (Green, Blutfield, Oster,
DeLaFuente) 1:33.11
100 back: Meserole (W) 55.25
100 breast: Zhang (W) 1:04.38
400 free relay: B (Ernesto Daset, David
Yao, Barr, Cuzzola) 3:27.66

Reading is Good For You
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Growing up in what would have to
be called the Golden Era of sports at
Westfield High School, Chris Wojcik,
and his brothers Randy and Glenn,
couldn’t help but get caught up in the
atmosphere.

“When I was young, my father
showed me pictures of WHS football
games in the ’70s at the Field House.
The stands were packed and people
were standing ten deep around the
field,” Wojcik said last week. “You
could sense the electricity in the air,
and from that moment on I wanted to
be a big part of Westfield sports.”

Although Chris was highly influ-
enced both early and later in life by the
late Gary Kehler, whose great WHS
football teams he had enjoyed seeing
pictures of, the sport that the Wojcik
boys seemed most likely to be in-
volved with was baseball. Their father,
Randy, was a standout athlete at South
River High School and later pitched at
Stevens Tech in Hoboken.

“My brothers and I all grew up play-
ing baseball, but we grew up on the
same street (Grandview Avenue) as
Shaun Cherewich (the founder of the
WHS lacrosse program). He would
always encourage my brothers and I to
play lacrosse. He was very persistent

and, eventually, each of us decided to
try and lacrosse and we loved it. And
he was a great coach, pushing me and
guiding me to reach my potential, on
and off the field.

“Skip Prybylski and Tom Sprague
ran the town lacrosse league when I
was growing up and I always appreci-
ated their tireless work and dedication
to the young players in Westfield.”

All of those influences — combined
with the work ethic inherited from his
mother (Marie) and the constant sup-
port of his grandparents (Lucielle and
Chip) and trying to emulate former
WHS athletes like Rob and Gregg
Schmalz — will be rewarded on Sun-
day, Jan. 26, 2008, when Chris Wojcik
is inducted into the New Jersey La-
crosse Hall of Fame, at the Busch
Campus Dining Hall in Piscataway.

At WHS, Wojcik was a standout in
soccer, wrestling and lacrosse. In 2002
he was inducted into the WHS Athletic
Hall of Fame.

A two-time All-State and three-time
All-County selection in soccer, he
earned All-American honors while lead-
ing the 1991 WHS team to the state
Group 4 championship and a No. 1
ranking in the Star Ledger. The soccer
team was 51-10-3 during his three years.

As a wrestler Wojcik was a state

tournament qualifier as a junior, while
finishing second at the county and Dis-
trict 11 tournaments. He was a member
of the 1990 team that finished second to
Madison Central (now Old Bridge) in
the state Group 4 championships. Dur-
ing his three years WHS was 35-10-1,
and Wojcik’s personal record was 44-
18-1, including 26-6 as a junior 152-
pounder.

But it was as a lacrosse player that
Wojcik really stood out from the pack.
A two-time All-American in 1991 (as
an attackman) and ’92 (as a midfielder),
he also earned first-team All-State both
years. He finished among the all-time
leaders at WHS with 106 career goals
and 65 assists for 171 points. He played
in the national high school North-South
game and was an alternate on the 1992
U-19 USA team. His WHS teams went
35-18.

When the Star-Ledger came out with
its All-Time teams by decade in 2000,
Wojcik was named for the 1990s in
both soccer and lacrosse. His teams’
combined records for all three sports
was 121-38-4.

And he was only just getting started
as he accepted his diploma from WHS
in June 1992.

At Harvard Wojcik was a three-time
All-Ivy selection in both
soccer and lacrosse. In his
senior year (1995-96) he
was the first two-sport
male captain at Harvard in
over a decade.

The Harvard lacrosse
team was ranked as high
as No. 5 in the nation is
senior year and reached
the NCAA tournament
quarterfinals. His 89 goals
and 45 assists make him
the all-time scoring leader
among midfielders at
Harvard. And in 1996 he
was awarded the presti-
gious William J. Bingham
Award as the Crimson’s
top athlete.

And still he was not
done. Before become an
assistant coach at Harvard
five years ago, Wojcik
spent time playing for the
Chadstone Lacrosse Club
in Australia, where he was
the team’s 1997 Most Valu-
able Player, and MVP of
the Victoria League.

But no matter where he traveled and
what level of play he was at, Chris
Wojcik never forgot his roots, never
forgot the people who helped him be-
come the man he became.

“When I think back on playing sports
in Westfield, two words come to mind:
pride and community,” he said. “I re-
member Westfield as a tight-knit, pas-
sionate community. Sports were part
of the fabric of the community and the
town rallied around its teams. So many
teams were successful and you could
sense the pride in the hallways of the
high school.”

THREE-SPORT ATHLTES
Speaking of three-sport athletes,

WHS has been amazingly lucky over

the years to produce some of the best
anywhere. Not counting athletes who
only ran (cross country, indoor and
outdoor track), here is The Den’s list of
the 20 best three-sport varsity athletes
ever (male and female), in alphabeti-
cal order:

For the guys:
Terry Bentley (1958): football,

swimming, tennis.
Tom Bonard (2007): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Dave Brown (1988): football, bas-

ketball, lacrosse.
Brian Ciemniecki (1996): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jan Cocozziello (2004): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jay Cook (2002): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Bob Davis (1974): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Bobby Dougherty (1947): football,

basketball, baseball.
Bobby Flynn (1967): soccer, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Marty Howarth (1963): football,

wrestling, baseball.
Jim Kane (1941): football, basket-

ball, track.
Steve McCoy (1965): soccer, div-

ing, tennis.
Sam Mitchell (1949): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Bryan Power (2005): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Dave Townley (1950): football, bas-

ketball, baseball.
Lamont Turner (1999): football,

basketball, baseball.
Jim Turpin (1942): football, basket-

ball, baseball.
Greg Weiss (1962): football, swim-

ming, baseball.
Joe Wiendl (1964): football, wres-

tling, baseball.
Chris Wojcik (1992): see above.
Also considered: Mike Baly, Paul

Baly, Gerry Benaquista, Harry
Bourque, Fred Byrne*, John Byrne,
Seth Coren, Jay Isbrecht, Ken Marsh,
Jim McKeon, Jim Minno, Buddy
Robinson, Rick Sampson, Charlie
Schrope, Scott Selert, Mike Stagaard,
Kurt Stiefken, Dick Stotler, Rick
Thorne*, Earl Vigne, Dwight Winn*.

*Byrne (’67) played one year of
baseball at WHS, later star linebacker
at Upsala and among the most talented
basketballers the town ever saw;

Thorne (’67) might have been the
best of ’em all, but injuries kept him
from becoming a great quarterback,
point guard and catcher;

Winn (’62) was one of the great
football players in school history, and
a definite Top 10 all-timer, but he didn’t
play varsity basketball or baseball at
WHS.

For the girls:
Jackie Booth (1978): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Claudia Carnevale (1990): field

hockey, basketball, softball.
Denise Comby (1980): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Julie DeCosta (1975): field hockey,

basketball, softball.
Chris Diemer (1980): field hockey,

basketball, softball.

Kris Fietkiewicz (2006): volleyball,
basketball, softball.

Eileen Jackson (1976): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Nancy Kasko (1985): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Kim Kumpf (1990): soccer, basket-
ball, softball.

Debbie Lawyer (1974): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Liz McKeon (1999): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Kathy McNally (1984): field hockey,
basketball, softball.

Noreen Morris (1983): soccer, bas-
ketball, track.

Beth Rennicks (1977): field hockey,
swimming, softball.

Lauren Sinnenberg (2006): soccer,
basketball, lacrosse.

Aimee Stout (1992): gymnastics,
swimming, track.

Laura Todd (1995): soccer, swim-
ming, lacrosse teams.

Lisa Venezia (2003): volleyball, bas-
ketball, softball.

Amy Williams (1997): soccer, bas-
ketball, softball.

Marcie Williams (1990): soccer,
basketball, track.

Also: Hilary Ballin, Ro Fusaro,
Linda Mike.

OLSEN A KNIGHT
It’s been almost 50 years since the

last WHS catcher signed on the dotted
line to play baseball at Rutgers. Back
in the spring of 1959, future Major
League player and manager Jeff
Torborg headed to school on the Banks
of the Raritan.

Now Justin Olsen, the latest in a
long line of outstanding catchers at
WHS, has become a Scarlet Knight,
officially signing his letter of intent
last month. Olsen will be WHS’s start-
ing catcher for the second year, after
playing in right field as a sophomore
while all-stater Mike Murray put the
finishing touches on his four years
behind the plate.

In two seasons on varsity, Olsen has
hit .420 and .413. He is also an out-
standing defensive catcher. This spring
he’ll get to catch one of the best staffs
in a while at WHS, with smoke-throw-
ing Chris Jenkins, crafty Evan Shapiro
and dependable Mike Cappiello.

COMING ATTRACTIONS
For those who like to look ahead, the

next few months of the Devil’s Den
will include some thoughts about the
late Gary Kehler from Jeff Torborg
(’59), an update on the Class of 2008
WHS Hall of Fame inductees, a report
on how and why WHS became the
Blue Devils (with a list of some of
America’s best high school nick-
names), the all-time WHS wrestling
team, an update on the basketball
coaching career of Fred Byrne (’67),
the top families of WHS wrestling
ever, plus an analysis of the key sports
“position” that WHS is best known for.
Is it: Quarterback? Running back?
Linebacker? Catcher? Point guard?
Goalie? Shortstop? Librero?
Midfielder? Softball pitcher?

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Congrats to John Dugan (second

team, defense), Tom Wansaw (second
team, offense) and Dan Selert (third
team, defense) for earning All-state
Group 4 honors, and also first team
All-county.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to Suzanne Lemberg,
Meredith Smith, Liz Hawkins and Alexi
Kuska, the foursome that broke a 27-
year-old 400-yard freestyle relay record
with 3:40.68 during last week’s 92-78
swim win over Bridgewater-Raritan.
Lemberg also broke two other school
marks in the meet, but The Den always
puts team/relay wins ahead of indi-
vidual stuff.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
suggestions and complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

This four bedroom, two and a half bath colonial is situated on a cul-de-sac adjacent to the Acadia Arboretum
which is part of the over 2000 acres of the Watchung Reservation. A wonderful opportunity to make this home
your own, the first floor features a foyer with two closets, large living room, formal dining room, eat-in-kitchen
with planning desk, step down family room with floor to ceiling brick fireplace and built-in, first floor laundry,
and powder room. There are four bedrooms located on the second level including a master suite with dressing
alcove and full bath. The large, freshly painted basement with french drains is ready to be finished. An attached
two car garage has access to the house through the family room.  Offered for $479,000.  WSF0959

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1235
AWARDED TO: Homefirst, Plainfield,

New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide rental assistance

to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December

31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $115,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1287
AWARDED TO: Union County Arts

Center, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

talent for MusiFest
PERIOD: Friday, September 5, 2008and

Saturday, September 6, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $200,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Chris Wojcik (WHS Class of 1992)
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Roselle Park Matmen Defeat Raiders , 47-27
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Watchung Hills Warriors Rip
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 69-8
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five forfeits made it easy for the
Watchung Hills Warriors to over-
whelm Westfield, 69-8, in the first
round of a quad meet that included
Madison and Lenape Valley in Madi-
son on December 22. The Warriors
won seven of the nine contested bouts.

Three of the Blue Devils’ better
wrestlers, Nick DeFreitas (112), Sam
Reichbach (140) and Matt Schaffer
(145), were out of the lineup.

“We’re not concerned with wins or
losses; we’re looking for individual
efforts,” said Westfield Head Coach
Glen Kurz.

After three forfeits and a pin,

Watchung Hills had a 24-0 lead until
Blue Devil John Barnes, last year’s
District Champ, annihilated Chris
Gardner with a 15-2, majority deci-
sion at 125-lbs. Barnes recorded three
takedowns, three reversals and a three-
point nearfall.

“I did Judo when I was younger so
that’s where I work my hips in. In this
match specifically, I tried working
the half, a little bit of arm bar from
one side to the other side, just work-
ing stuff trying to put him to his back.
If I can’t pin him I’ll continue turning
him until I can get the tech,” said
Barnes.

“John’s style is hard to describe.
I guess if you had to sum it up, the

best way I would say is that he
keeps going. He keeps coming at
you, keeps coming at you, looking
to put points on the board and even-
tually he’s going to get you,” added
coach Kurz. “He is going to give up
points, still keeps making mistakes
that we’re working on correcting
but I’ll take those aggressive mis-
takes any day.”

At 135-lbs, Joe Panarese grabbed
an 11-1 major decision over Bill
Leisch. Leading 6-0 in the third pe-
riod, Panarese cut his opponent,
worked a high-crotch takedown and a
reversal to claim victory.

“I was trying to wear him because

battle right to the end with Anthony
Zangari before being tilted for a two-
point nearfall and losing 8-4.

Ferrara had a worthy opponent in
Dennis Carroll at 140-lbs. Ferrara
slicked around for a takedown and
Carroll later escaped. Ferrara con-
trolled from the top position through-
out the second period and took a 3-1
lead with an escape in the third pe-
riod. He sealed the victory with an-

other takedown in the final 10 sec-
onds.

“I knew Carroll was a tough kid
going in. I knew it was going to come
down to the little things in the match.
The fact that I was able to take him
down first was huge and that I was
able to ride him out through the better
part of the first period and all of the
second period was also huge,” said
Ferrara. “Getting that escape in the

third gave me more confidence. My
conditioning was good so I went as
hard as I could and took another shot.”

Panther Jorge Branco, a 2007 state
qualifier, put on an exhibition to seize
a 16-3, majority decision over Mike
Ridge at 145-lbs but Cannon made
some noise in the next bout when he
took Rich Westlock to the mats three
times before finalizing the bout with
a power throw in 1:31.

“Originally, I was working on my
shots. He gave me a lot of throws in
the beginning. He kept his hips out.
He gave me the opening so I took
what he gave me and went with the
Jimmy John, which is my favorite
move,” Cannon said.

Desiato found the right time to
clamp Alex Aravena with a cradle in
4:49 at 160-lbs.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
171: — Frank Yuro (RP) p Brandon
Wergland, 2:51
189: — Sebolao (S) p Kirste, 5:36
215: — Lefano (RP) p Jacobs, 3:27
Hwt: — Blaes (S) p Wright, 1:33
103: — Dan Pisauro (RP) md Nowell
Whitehouse, 14-6
112: — Anthony Casselli (RP) p Shane
Squire, 0:10
119: — Zangari (RP) d Bundy, 8-4
125: — Craig Montgomery (RP) p Jawan
Gaines, 3:47
130: — Russ Benner (RP) p Wes
Morrison, 2:15
135: — Matt Krynicki (RP) Josh Foote,
1:30
140: — Ferrara (S) d Carroll, 5-1
145: — Jorge Branco (RP) md Mike
Ridge, 16-3
152: — Cannon (S) p Westlock, 1:31
160: — Desiato (S) p Aravena4:49

DOUGHER NETS 18 POINTS, DeCATALDO PUTS IN 14

Raider Hoop Boys Pull Away
From Canuck Cagers, 87-51

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

North Plainfield became the latest
victim of a furious scoring assault by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ basketball team in North
Plainfield on December 20. Bryan
Dougher and Dan DeCataldo com-
bined for 29 points in the first half,
while pressure under the boards and
mass thievery earned the Raiders an
87-51 victory.

The versatile Dougher, who had
three assists and three rebounds, led
the 3-0 Raiders with 18 points, in-
cluding four from downtown.

“People are starting to see him as a
fabulous passer and he knows he has
different weapons now unlike years
past when he had to score,” said Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty.

DeCataldo netted 14 points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers, four assists and
four steals. Brandon Boyd bucketed
10 points, including two 3-pointers,
added five assists and had four steals.
Rob Zekunde had nine points and two
assists. Greg Zabel had eight points,
three assists and two rebounds. Kevin
Maroney totaled seven points, three
assists and eight rebounds. Lordly
Okarter contributed four assists, five
rebounds, one steal and a point. Keith
Bronokowski had five points, three

rebounds, an assist, two steals and
one block. Ismael Raymond netted
five points. Reggie Solomon had four
points, two assists and four blocks.
Justin Wheeler had four points and
Melvin Hanciles contributed two
points. Gordon DeVaughn led the
Canucks with 10 points.

“Offensively we did a very good
job. Sometimes you have those games
where everybody is making shots,
you can’t count on that, but it was
good. Everybody contributed and
everybody scored. Defensively how-
ever we got a little lazy in the first
half,” said coach Doherty.

Dougher and DeCataldo banged in
15 and 14 points, respectively, in the
first half including five 3-point bombs.
Maroney and Boyd each bucketed
five points, Bronokowski hit for three,
while Zabel and Raymond each scored
two points. Okarter hit one-of-two
from the stripe. The half ended, 47-29
in favor of the Raiders.

“Our first three games were close
so we wanted to come out hard this
game, push the ball hard, get a big
lead early and coast the rest of the
way. I came out, did whatever I had to
do to get that big lead,” Dougher said.
“We were more athletic than them
and we’re certainly bigger so when
we get the ball out, get rebounds, we

get it out quick and up the floor. They
put up almost 30 in the first half so our
defense wasn’t that great but our of-
fense offset that.”

The Raiders won the third quarter,
20-9.

“We had three games where we
came out slow, so we wanted to come
and set a tone, start learning how to
come out in the beginning of the third
quarter playing well and we did,”
coach Doherty said.

In the fourth quarter, the Raiders
beat the Canucks up the floor to get
the easy shots. When the Canuck de-
fense tightened, the Raiders pulled
out, ran the best offensive looks they
could get and outscored their oppo-
nent, 20-13.

“We’re still working on offensive
rebounds and getting second chances
up there, DeCataldo said. “We’re also
trying to push the ball more and play
a lot better defense than last year.
We’re forcing a lot of turnovers so we
should be good for the season,”

“We’re a strong team. There’s not a
kid on our bench that I don’t think can
play quality varsity minutes,” coach
Doherty said. “They’re all good de-
fensive players and they all under-
stand the game.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 23 24 20 20 87
North Plainfield 17 12   9 13 51

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING A VERY TOUGH PANTHER…Raider Mike Ferrara, back, scored two takedowns and controlled
Panther Dennis Carroll throughout the entire second period to earn a 5-1 victory at 140-lbs.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEMONSTRATING OFFENSIVE MUSCLE…Senior Bryan Dougher buck-
eted 18 points in the Raiders’ 87-51 victory over North Plainfield.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Basement Waterproofing

And Masonry

Guaranteed Dry Basement

All Structural Repairs On Foundations & Floors
Exterior Drainage

1-800-334-1822
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO. 661-2007
INTRO: 11/8/2007
FINAL: 12/20/2007

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a
REGULAR MEETING on November 8th 2007, and said Ordinance has been published
with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on December 20th 2007, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF
$78,588,000 AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF OUTSTANDING
BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPRO-
PRIATING A SUM NOT EXCEEDING $85,000,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING
$85,000,000 AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF REFUNDING BONDS
OF SAID COUNTY TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The County of Union (the “County”), State of New Jersey is hereby
authorized to refund $78,588,000 aggregate principal amount of outstanding bonds
(subject to redemption prior to their stated maturities) consisting of (A) $8,800,000
aggregate principal amount of bonds dated December 15, 1997 and maturing on or after
December 15, 2008 (the “1997 Bonds”), (B) $21,600,000 aggregate principal amount of
bonds dated June 15, 1999 and maturing on or after February 1, 2010 (the “1999 Bonds”)
and (C) $48,188,000 aggregate principal amount of bonds dated June 1, 2002 and
maturing on or after March 1, 2013 (the “2002 Bonds”; collectively, the 1997 Bonds, the
1999 Bonds and the 2002 Bonds are the “Outstanding Bonds”).

The 1997 Bonds consist of the following issue of bonds, bearing interest at the rates
per annum, payable on June 15 and December 15 of each year until maturity or prior
redemption, and maturing in annual installments on December 15 in each year, as
follows:

$8,800,000 General Improvement Bonds of 1997
Principal Interest

Year Amount Rate
2008 $1,100,000 4.75%
2009 1,097,000 4.75
2010 1,100,000 4.75
2011 1,100,000 4.75
2012 1,100,000 4.75
2013 1,100,000 4.75
2014 1,102,000 4.75
2015 1,101,000 4.75

The 1997 Bonds are subject to optional redemption on or after December 15, 2007 at
a redemption price of 102%.

The 1999 Bonds consist of the following issue of bonds, bearing interest at the rates
per annum, payable on February 1 and August 1 of each year until maturity or prior
redemption, and maturing in annual installments on February 1 in each year, as follows:

$21,600,000 General Improvement Bonds of 1999
Principal Interest

Year Amount Rate
2010 $2,400,000 5.00 %
2011 2,400,000 5.00
2012 2,400,000 5.00
2013 2,400,000 5.00
2014 2,400,000 5.00
2015 2,400,000 5.00
2016 2,400,000 5.125
2017 2,400,000 5.125
2018 2,400,000 5.125

The 1999 Bonds are subject to optional redemption on or after February 1, 2009 at a
redemption price of 102%.

The 2002 Bonds consist of the following issue of bonds, bearing interest at the rates
per annum, payable on March 1 and September 1 of each year until maturity or prior
redemption, and maturing in annual installments on March 1 in each year, as follows:

$48,188,000 General Improvement Bonds of 2002
Principal Interest

Year Amount Rate
2013 $7,130,000 4.125%
2014 7,130,000 4.25
2015 8,000,000 4.50

2016 8,000,000 5.00
2017 8,930,000 5.00
2018 8,998,000 5.00

The 1999 Bonds are subject to optional redemption on or after March 1, 2012 at a
redemption price of 100%.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders may determine by subsequent resolution not to
refund a portion of the Outstanding Bonds.

Section 2.  The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County has ascertained and
hereby determines that the Outstanding Bonds set forth in Section 1 of this ordinance
have not been paid or discharged and that the County is authorized by Section 51(a) of
the Local Bond Law of New Jersey (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes
Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”) to issue its refunding bonds as
hereinafter provided to refund the Outstanding Bonds.  The object of the refunding is to
effect debt service savings for the County.

Section 3.  A sum not exceeding $85,000,000 is hereby  appropriated (a) to refund the
Outstanding Bonds set forth in Section 1 of this ordinance in the aggregate principal
amount of $78,588,000 and (b) to pay an amount not exceeding $770,000 for the cost of
the issuance of the refunding bonds, including underwriter’s compensation, bond
insurance premium (if any), printing, advertising, financial and legal expenses therefor,
as permitted by Section 51(b) of the Local Bond Law (collectively, the “Purpose”).

Section 4.  To finance the Purpose, refunding bonds of said County in an aggregate
principal amount not exceeding $85,000,000 are hereby authorized to be issued
pursuant to the Local Bond Law (the “Refunding Bonds”).  The Refunding Bonds shall be
sold at private sale by resolution of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and shall be in
registered form and shall contain the word “refunding” in their title and shall recite that they
are issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law and shall bear such date or dates, mature at
such time or times not exceeding 40 years as may be approved by the Local Finance
Board from their date, bear interest at such rate or rates per annum, be payable at such
time or times, be in such denominations, carry such registration privileges, be executed
in such manner consistent with the provisions of the Local Bond Law for bonds of a
county, be payable at such place or places, and be subject to such terms of redemption,
with or without premium, as may be hereafter determined by resolution of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders within the limitations prescribed by law.

Section 5.  The Refunding Bonds shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of
the County and the County shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all taxable
real property within the County for the payment of the principal of and the interest on the
Refunding Bonds without limitation as to rate or amount.  The full faith and credit of the
County are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and the interest
on the Refunding Bonds.  Each Refunding Bond issued pursuant to this ordinance shall
recite that all conditions, acts and things required by the Constitution or statutes of the
State of New Jersey to exist, to have happened and to have been performed precedent
to and in the issuance of the Refunding Bond exist, have happened and have been
performed, and that the Refunding Bond, together with all other indebtedness of the
County, is within every debt and other limit prescribed by the Constitution or statutes of
said State.

Section 6.  The County Treasurer is hereby authorized to execute a certificate
addressed to the underwriters of the Refunding Bonds stating that the preliminary official
statement to be prepared by the County with respect to the Refunding Bonds is “deemed
final” as of its date within the meaning of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange
Commission.  The distribution of such preliminary official statement to potential purchas-
ers of the Refunding Bonds is hereby approved.

Section 7.  All matters with respect to the Refunding Bonds not determined by this
ordinance shall be determined by subsequent resolution or resolutions to be hereafter
adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County, or the performance or
determination thereof delegated by resolution or resolutions, to the County Treasurer.

Section 8.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of said County, and that such statement so filed
shows that the gross debt of said County, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law,
is increased by this ordinance by $85,000,000, but $78,588,000 (the principal amount of
the Outstanding Bonds being paid from the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds) shall be
deducted from gross debt pursuant to Section 52 of the Local Bond Law, and that the
issuance of the bonds authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations
prescribed by said Local Bond Law.

Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that (a) a certified copy of this refunding
bond ordinance as passed on first reading shall be filed with the Director of the Division
of Local Government Services, in the Department of Community Affairs of the State of
New Jersey, prior to the final adoption, together with a complete statement in the form
prescribed by the Director and signed by the County Treasurer as to the principal amount
of the Outstanding Bonds to be refunded by the issuance of the Refunding Bonds and (b)
no sum need be appropriated hereby as a down payment.

Section 10.  The County is hereby authorized to enter into any agreements that may
be necessary to effect the purchase of securities, as permitted by Sections 53(c) and 60
of the Local Bond Law, to accomplish the refunding.

Section 11.  This refunding bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first
publication thereof after final passage as provided by the Local Bond Law, provided that
the consent of the Local Finance Board has been endorsed upon a certified copy of this
ordinance as finally adopted.
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $255.00

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

FSPY Girls Swim Team Tops
West Monmouth County Y

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) girls Red swim team defeated
the Western Monmouth County Y
girls team, scoring early and holding
the lead throughout.

IM: First place finishes included
Maddie Krema (11/12), Anne
O’Halloran (15/18) and placing sec-
ond were Julia DiGiacomo (9/10),
Jeanine Gill (13/14) and Ellen
Tomljanovic (15/18).

Freestyle: FSPY touched 1-2 in
three age groups: Maddie Ryan and
Kate Musso (9/10), Rosemarie
Brigande and Savannah Llewellyn
(11/12), Megan Gartner and Bianca
Pacheco (15/18). Jillian Leahy took
first and Chanelle Sears third (13/
14). 8 and Under Mackenzie Inacker
placed second.

Breaststroke: Natalie Edman (8U)

and Brigande (11/12) grabbed first.
Kate Cavanagh (15/18) and Megan
Hoerrner (13/14) had strong second
places.

Backstroke: Stellar showings in-
cluded four first place finishes by
Sydney VonOehsen (8U), Hannah
Greaney (11/12), Nicole Buzzanca
(13/14) and A. O’Halloran (15/18).
Close second places were notched by
Leahy (13/14), Musso (9/10) and M.
Inacker (8U). Tiffany Inacker (9/10)
and Pacheco (15/18) placed third.

Butterfly: Edman (8U) and
Tomljanovic (15/18) both took first.
Other solid butterfliers were Gabriella
Levine (13/14) and DiGiacomo (9/
10) with second places.

Medley Relays: FSPY dominated
again with four first place finishes in
exciting races by the following teams:
(8U) VonOehsen, Edman, M. Inacker,
Gina Mae Fahrenholz; (11/12)
Greaney, Krema, M. O’Halloran,
Brigande; (13/14) Buzzanca, M.
Hoerrner, Levine, Leahy; and (15/
18) A. O’Halloran, Tomljanovic, M.
Gartner, Pacheco.

Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF UNDEFEATED…Duke sophomore Lance Thomas, No. 42 of
Scotch Plains, battles with a Pitt Panther in the thrilling overtime game won by
Pittsburgh on December 20 at Madison Square Garden.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1242
AWARDED TO: Community Access

Unlimited, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide anger manage-

ment training for the males and females
incarcerated in the Union County Correc-
tional Facility

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $30,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1247
AWARDED TO: Floriana Persechino,

MD, Brooklyn, New York
SERVICES TO: as forensic pathologist

to perform autopsies and/or external ex-
aminations one to two days per month or
when the Medical Examiners take vaca-
tion or sick leave.

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$30,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007- 1272
AWARDED TO: Intervention Strate-

gies International, Inc Secaucus, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide a compre-
hensive employee assistance program
(EAP) to County employees and their fami-
lies

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$57,120

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1268
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1277)

AWARDED TO: Garrubo, Capece &
Millman, P.C., Westfield, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel for per-
sonnel affairs

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$10,000 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $10,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1246
AWARDED TO: Jocelyn Joseph,

Elizabeth, New Jersey and John Hicks,
Plainfield New Jersey

SERVICES TO: as forensic technicians
to provide assistance to the medical ex-
aminer during the performance of autop-
sies and external examinations.

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$40,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

I knew I could out-condition him
come the third period. I tried to slow
him down, break him down mentally
and physically,” said Panarese.

“He needs to slow down a little bit.
The first two periods he was rushing
things, would try a move then he
would be half way through it, give up
and jump to something else. Third
period, he started to relax a little bit,
stopped rushing things and that was
the key to a high scoring third pe-
riod.” said coach Kurz.

At 160-lbs., Andy Castrorao and
Adam Laird were locked in a 1-1 tie
after the first overtime period. Things
appeared to be going in Castrorao’s
favor in the second overtime before
he got turned to his back to drop a 4-
1 decision.

“Andy was right in there. He had
every opportunity to win that match.
He needs to become more aggres-
sive, more explosive and he needs
to take more chances. I know he has
the skill and the technique but we
need for him to get the confidence
to open it up.” said coach Kurz who
added, “Despite the losses, I did see
some of the individual efforts.
Barnes looked very good and very
crisp. Panarese had a nice win. We
kind of pushed him at the end to get

us some bonus points, not that it
mattered but in another dual meet it
may matter and he answered the
call. Wendel Hammond wrestled a
good match for two periods. The
things we’re looking for from this
team are effort and attitude and
we’re seeing that. I really like this
team. I enjoy working with them
because they want to get better. They
are the most focused group I’ve had
in a number of years. We have some
new kids to the program and these
new kids seem to fit in with our
work ethic. They are showing more
than I thought they had in them
coming in to the season.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Mark Wroblewski (WH) won
forfeit
103: — Arjun Patel (WH) won forfeit
112: — Mike Copolla (WH) p Jey
Yengling
119: — John Camp (WH) won forfeit
125: — Barnes (W) md Gardner, 15-2
130: — Tom Ross (WH) p Christian
Barber, 3:41
135: — Panarese (W) md Leisch, 11-1
140: — Jim Huff (WH) p Chris Tomasso,
1:12
145: — Josh Alpizar (WH) p Wendell
Hammond, 4:48
152: — Matt Recenello (WH) won forfeit
160: —Laird (WH) d Castrorao, 4-1 OT
171: — Brendan Ard (WH) p Bill Kim, :42
189: — Evan Dill (WH) won forfeit
215: — Dom Urso (WH) p Zach Frantz, 1:54

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1252
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects,

Springfield, New Jersey, and USA Ar-
chitects, Somerville, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide “on-call” ar-
chitecture services

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$100,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1286
AWARDED TO: All Access Marketing

& Publicity, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide consulting ser-

vices for the 2008 MusicFest
PERIOD: Friday, September 5, 2008

and Saturday, September 6, 2008,
Nomahegan Park, Cranford, New Jersey

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 07-12-194

The Mayor and Council adopted Reso-
lution 07-12-194 on December 19, 2007
authorizing additional work to be performed
by Dustin Electric at the Carriage House in
addition to the contract price of $3,350.00.
The resolution justifies the additional cost
in excess of 20% of the contract price, or
$1,250.00. This additional work was un-
covered during the repair of the Carriage
House to correct unknown code viola-
tions, install necessary exit and emer-
gency lights and certain other electrical
work.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1259
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Productions, Hoboken New
Jersey

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 2008 MusicFest

PERIOD: Friday, September 5, 2008
and Saturday September 6, 2008
Nomahegan Prk, Cranford, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount of $178,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

 PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1257
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Productions , Hoboken New
Jersey

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 2008 R & B by the Brook Festival
at Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield, New Jer-
sey

PERIOD: Saturday June 7, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$111,890
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1270
AWARDED TO: Multi-Care, Clark, New

Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide pre-employ-

ment physicals and other related medical
services

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1279
AWARDED TO: Michael C. Aromando

D.V.M., MS, Chester, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of pro-

viding routine and emergency medical
treatment to the horses at the Watchung
Stables

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $11,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1271
AWARDED TO: Complete Care, Scotch

Plains, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide medical test-

ing program for employees categorized in
the Commercial Driver’s License Program
(CDL)

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$12,500

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/20/07

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1255
AWARDED TO: CCMS Corporation,

Colts Necks, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of pro-

viding Enhanced 9-1-1 Dispatching and
Communication Center Consulting Ser-
vices

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$49,900.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 07-12-193

The Mayor and Council adopted Reso-
lution 07-12-193 on December 19, 2007
authorizing additional work to be performed
by James Mooney Designs Company, LLC
at the Carriage House in addition to the
contract price of $5,200.00. The resolution
justifies the additional cost in excess of
20% of the contract price, or $3,252.80.
This additional work was uncovered dur-
ing the repair of the Carriage House as
well as extra work not itemized in the bid
specifications.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $15.30

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times

December 23, 1998: Senior Nikki
McCoy blazed with 12 points in the
final quarter as a fired-up Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls basketball team
burned Holy Family, 51-48, in Scotch
Plains. Junior center Katie Feighner
exercised her muscle and controlled
the boards with 20 rebounds. McCoy,
who finished with 18 points, hit four-
straight free throws in the final 1:30,

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

gave the Raiders a 49-45 lead, then
Holy Family star Janine Buturla nailed
a three-pointer to narrow the score to
49-48. McCoy came back with a two-
pointer with 0:20 remaining to pre-
serve the comeback victory.

December 19, 1998: A nervous
pride of Panthers were biting their
claws when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
carried a 30-27 lead into the 215-lb
weight class at Roselle Park on De-
cember 19. Unfortunately for the
Raiders, a very close bout at 215
concluded in a fall in favor of Roselle
Park and the Panthers went on to
squeeze out a 39-30 victory.

Junior Dave Loewinger scored an
escape, then took down Chris Levine
and flattened him in the third period
at 112-lbs. Senior Tony Melendez
recorded a 3:59 fall over Bryan Gar-
rison at 130. Junior Mike Grabel put
the Raiders in front, 21-18, with a 10-
5 decision over Garry Taluba. Senior
Marc Ricca, at 152, clamped Nick
Tokarski in 3:14.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXTENDING HIS UNBEATEN STREAK…Blue Devil junior John Barnes,
right, the Kearny Tournament champ, extended his unbeaten streak with a 15-2,
majority decision over Watchung Hills Warrior Chris Gardner.
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARMONIZING...Throughout the holiday season, the award winning group
Escape entertains in the area and in downtown Westfield. Pictured last week, left
to right in the office of The Leader/Times, are: Georgette Chrystal of Scotch Plains,
Janel McNally of Hillsborough, Susan Schuman of Fanwood and Michelle
Metallo of Hillsborough.

Fanwood Council OKs
$325K Bond Measure
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — At a special meet-
ing last Wednesday, the borough coun-
cil approved an ordinance authoriz-
ing a $325,000 bond sale.

Officials said the bonds would en-
able the borough to finance an “emer-
gency appropriation” pursuant to set-
tling a longtime legal dispute with the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author-
ity (PMUA).

“The local finance board did hear
this and approve it at their meeting

last week,” said Fred Tomkins, the
borough’s chief financial officer.

The governing body approved the
measure without further discussion
following a hearing that drew no
members of the public.

The legal settlement with the
PMUA relates to sewer-service bills
for 144 Fanwood residences dating
back nearly 20 years.

Part of Fanwood’s system crosses
into Plainfield’s jurisdiction, but the
city hadn’t billed the borough for
sewer services.

Fanwood was eventually billed, but
borough officials, at a previous meet-
ing, said the PMUA did not provide
an “explanation” when asked to
clarify the charges.

The legal settlement involves
Fanwood paying a “lump sum” to cover
sewer-service charges dating seven
years back and five years forward.

Then, in 2012, the borough will
begin paying the PMUA for service
at 62 percent of whatever the current
rate is at that time.

At a borough council meeting last
month, Councilman William Populus
estimated that the borough likely
saved “hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars” by negotiating a deal with the
PMUA.

Also following a hearing, the coun-
cil approved an ordinance amending
the borough code to downtown’s “gen-
eral commercial district.”

The council approved the measure
without further discussion; officials
had previously said the ordinance was
intended to add “permitted uses” in
the downtown redevelopment zone
with an eye toward allowing potential
tenants to offer “fine arts instruc-
tion,” such as arts and crafts or other
similar activities, in the properties
now under construction.

In other business, the council ap-
proved two administrative “change
orders” for ongoing renovations at
the “Carriage House,” now known as
the Kuran Cultural Arts Center.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
explained that the change orders al-
low two contractors to proceed with
about $4,500 of additional electrical
and other work on the historic build-
ing adjacent to Borough Hall.

Freeholders Name Acting
Jail Head, Rescind Raises

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders hired a
prison facilities consultant last Thurs-
day to take over day-to-day operations
at the Union County jail in Elizabeth
following a December 15 jailbreak.

Paige Plus, LLC, out of Trenton, has
received a three-month contract at a
salary of $15,000 while the county con-
tinues its search for a new director at the
1,000-inmate correctional facility.

County Manager George Devanney
said he expects the county to have a
new director on board by the time the
contract ends. The county had hired
Paige Plus, run by Gary Hilton, in
April to complete a review of the
county’s jail operations, including
overtime. Mr. Devanney said that re-
port has been completed.

Mr. Hilton, who founded the com-
pany in 2002, previously ran
Monmouth County’s correctional and
juvenile facilities and was acting di-
rector of the state’s department of
corrections during the Whitman Ad-
ministration. The county manager has
touted Mr. Hilton for being known
nationally in the corrections field.

“Mr. Hilton has proven himself to
be a strong and experienced leader,”
Mr. Devanney said a press release.

He said Frank Crose, the previous
director who announced his retire-
ment in November, would stay on as a
consultant to assist County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow in his investigation of
the jail’s operations and procedures.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said he “can’t confirm or deny”
a Star-Ledger report that assistant jail
director James Dougherty was also
dismissed.

Mr. Devanney told the freeholders
that following the escape of inmates
Otis Blunt, 32, of Toms River and
Jose Espinosa, 20, of Elizabeth, the
county will install razor wiring on the
roof of the jail. The two inmates, who
chiseled through cinderblocks be-
tween their jail cells, jumped from
the third-story rooftop to make it over
a 25-foot-high barbed-wire fence.

“We believe those fugitives will be
caught and returned to justice,” Free-
holder Dan Sullivan said.

The county manager said cameras
would be installed on the exterior
parameter of the jail and that correc-
tions officers have been stationed at
the front and back of the jail.

In other business, the freeholders
voted 8-0 to rescind their pay raises;
Deborah Scanlon was absent. The
board had voted 9-0 on December 6
to give themselves a 3-percent pay
hike retroactive to January 1 of this
year. Now, freeholders will continue
to receive $29,500, with the chair-
man paid $31,500 and the vice-chair-
man $30,500.

The board unanimously approved
pay raises for department heads, rang-
ing from 3 to 6 percent. The county
clerk, sheriff, and surrogate also re-
ceived 3 percent hikes  for the second
consecutive year.

The board also approved resolu-
tions concerning the promoting and
booking of talent at county concerts
in 2008. Hoboken-based This Is It!
Concept and Event Productions re-
ceived a $111,890 contract to “plan,
produce and promote” the Rhythm
& Blues by the Brook Festival, to be
held June 7 at Cedar Brook Park in
Plainfield.

The company will earn $178,500
for the same services for MusicFest,
to be held September 5 and 6 at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford and

$93,340 for the Kids’ Kingdom
Traveling Jubilee series. The Jubi-
lee series will be held Saturdays,
June 7 at Cedar Brook Park, July 13
at the Loop in Watchung Reserva-
tion, August 3 at Rizzutto Park in
Elizabeth and September 6 at
Nomahegan. The Union County Arts
Center was given a $200,000 contract
to provide talent for MusicFest.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Patrick Moschetti of New
Providence asked the board for num-
bers on how many people turned in
surveys to the county seeking shared-
services recommendations. He also
asked how much money the county
has saved by implementing shared-
service programs. Board members
said they would provide the infor-
mation to Mr. Moschetti.

Two Elizabeth residents, Dan
Pagdon and Paul Borenstein, asked
the board for help in fighting a pro-
posed Commerce Bank and CVS at
the corner of North and Morris Av-
enues in Union. Ms. Bornstein said
Union Township’s planning board has
approved the project, which is now
before the county planning board.

She said the location is “a very
heavily traveled intersection.”

Speaking of the rule to notify resi-
dents within 200 feet of the site, Mr.
Pagdon said, “They notified one per-
son and the squirrels.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the freeholders do not
have jurisdiction in the case but would
look into the matter.

Fanwood’s Populus, Higgins
Look Back…and Ahead

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — When Mayor Col-
leen Mahr, at the December 11 bor-
ough council meeting, honored out-
going Councilman William Populus
and former Councilman Joseph
Higgins for their service to the bor-
ough, it seemed clear that neither
man was ready to
completely say
“good-bye.”

In separate in-
terviews with The
Westfield Leader
and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
Times, Mr.
Populus and Mr.
Higgins both said
they planned to
keep up with
events in town and
remain involved.

Mr. Populus
served on the bor-
ough council in
the 1990s; he re-
turned to the gov-
erning body ear-
lier this year, tapped to replace Mr.
Higgins after he resigned unexpect-
edly for personal reasons.

A licensed real-estate professional
and appraiser by trade with an office
in the area, Mr.
Populus had re-
mained active in
town, kept net-
working and was
ready to jump back
in with both feet as
soon as he was
sworn in.

Mr. Populus said
he initially got in-
volved in public
service because he
thought he could
contribute some-
thing.

“I thought I could
do something for
the town, because
of my work in real
estate and some of
the other activities I’m involved in,”
he said.

“I really enjoyed it,” Mr. Populus
said of his time on the council. “And
I hope to be in Fanwood for some
time to come and stay active [in civic
affairs].”

For starters, Mr. Populus – who
lost a bid for re-election in November
– said, he plans to pay especially
close attention to the ongoing down-
town redevelopment “because I think
that’s a crucial issue and, although
I’m not going to be on the council,
I’m going to be beating the bushes to
see that [redevelopment] is completed
as planned.”

He said redevelopment “falls right
under taxes,” in terms of key local
issues.

Mr. Higgins, who joined the bor-
ough council in 2004, had been ex-
pected to run for another term this
past fall. However, citing personal
and family reasons, he announced his
resignation last summer and relocated
to Woodbridge, where he had lived
previously.

Mr. Higgins said he got involved in
public service in Fanwood shortly

after moving to the borough.
“Basically, I got involved to meet

people in town and to try to give back
whatever I could to the community
based on my experience,” he said.

During his time on the council, Mr.
Higgins was active with the recre-
ation and shade tree commissions,
among other activities.

And, being a li-
censed land-use
planner, Mr.
Higgins had an in-
terest in downtown
redevelopment.

“I feel good to
have been a part of
what’s go on
[downtown] in the
past few years,” he
said. “People used
to laugh when I
talked about rede-
velopment, saying
‘Oh, they’ve been
talking about that
for 30 years.’”

Saying that rede-
velopment in the
central downtown

zone is in its final stages, Mr. Higgins
added, “I really do believe that more
and more things are going to happen
along South Avenue moving west;
that’s about the only place you’re

going to get addi-
tional [tax]
ratables in
Fanwood.”

Mr. Higgins
said he believes
that will occur
because major re-
development is
“happening in
other towns that
don’t have the
amenities that
Fanwood has; it’s
natural, really.”

As for his fu-
ture, Mr. Higgins
said that, while he
expects to remain
in Woodbridge for
“at least three or

four more years,” he plans to stay in
touch and help “whenever he can” if
asked by the mayor and council.

“I’m open to anything and I cer-
tainly wouldn’t rule out coming back
to Fanwood,” he said.

When asked what they’ll miss most
about serving on the governing body,
Mr. Populus and Mr. Higgins both
responded without hesitation, “the
people.”

“That says we have a lot of really
great people here,” Mr. Populus said.

William Populus

Joseph Higgins

SANTA’S EARLY DELIVERY…Above, Children’s Specialized Hospital pa-
tient Elizabeth Hanley, 10, is all smiles as she opens her presents from Santa at the
holiday party for the new PSE&G Children’s Specialized Hospital in New
Brunswick. The party was the official dedication for the new facility.  A PIECE
OF CAKE…Below, a cake-cutting replaced the typical “ribbon cutting” with a
confection designed specially for the event by bakery Charm City Cakes, made
famous by the Food Network’s “Ace of Cakes” show. The cake replicated the
shape of the new 60-bed in-patient pediatric rehabilitation hospital. 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: 663-2007
INTRO: 12/6/2007
FINAL: 12/20/2007

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a
REGULAR MEETING on December 6th 2007, and said Ordinance has been published
with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on December 20th 2007, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF COUNTY OFFICIALS
AND DEPARTMENT HEADS AS AMENDED

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1. The salaries of the Freeholders, Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall remain
unchanged as established as of January 1, 2007.

Section 2. The salaries of the County Manager, Deputy County Manager and the
following Department Heads shall be as hereinafter set forth. The same shall be effective
as of January 1, 2007 or as of appointment date.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
Section 4. That the Clerk of this Board be and she is hereby authorized to publish a

notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing on
December 20, 2007, and shall forward one certified copy of final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

PROPOSED SALARY ORDINANCE
FREEHOLDERS $29,500
CHAIRMAN $31,500
VICE-CHAIRMAN $30,500
COUNTY MANAGER/DEVANNEY $163,831
DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER/GENIEVICH $142,440
COUNTY COUNSEL/BARRY $145,868
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/FAELLA $113,670
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS/GRAZIANO $111,240
PUBLIC SAFETY/GIBSON $113,793
FINANCE/CAROSELLI $130,168
HUMAN SERVICES/GUZZO $127,825
PARKS, RECREATION AND FACILITIES/SIGMUND $116,946

Section 5. The salary of the Director of the Department of Parks and Community
Renewal shall be $117,080 effective January 1, 2008.

Section 6. The salary of the Director of the Department of Public Safety shall be
$111,793 effective January 1, 2008.
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $83.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a change
occurred in the stockholdings of Fanwood
Ale House, Inc., t/a Sun Tavern, holder of
Plenary Retail Consumption License Num-
ber 2005-33-003-011, for the premises
located at 15-19 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, resulting in the following indi-
viduals acquiring one hundred (100%) per-
cent ownership of said corporate licens-
ees stock:

Estate of Kenneth C. Duda, deceased
c/o Lillian Duda, Administratrix of the

Estate of Kenneth C. Duda
290 North Wyoming Avenue
South Orange, New Jersey 07079
The names and addresses of the offic-

ers, directors and stockholders holding
more than ten (10%) percent of the stock
of said corporation are as follows:

PRESIDENT/STOCKHOLDER:
Estate of Kenneth C. Duda, deceased
c/o Lillian Duda, Administratrix of the

Estate of Kenneth C. Duda
100% Interest Holder
Objections, if any, to the qualifications of

any of the above persons should be com-
municated immediately in writing to Clerk,
Borough of Fanwood, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Fanwood ale House, Inc.
15-19 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicants:
Joseph Castelluci, Esq.
Peluso, Castelluci & Weintraub
A Professional Corporation
740 Broad Street
Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702
(732) 345-8445
1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 07-26-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTIONS 8 AND 117 OF
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO ADD TO THE
PERMITTED USES IN THE
GENERAL COMMERCIAL
DISTRICT OF THE BOROUGH

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 19, 2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-27289-07
FILE NO. 10109-07

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
RICHARD W. YEATS;

AUDREY M. YEATS, HIS WIFE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which FT PROPERTIES, LLC is
the plaintiff and RICHARD W. YEATS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-27289-07 within thirty-five
(35) days after December 27, 2007 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1.  A certain tax certificate 04-021, re-
corded on 06/24/2004, made by VINCENT
A. BELLUSCIO, Collector of Taxes of
ROSELLE, and State of New Jersey to
FIDELITY TAX LLC and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, FT PROPERTIES,
LLC. This covers real estate located in
ROSELLE, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 9 BLOCK
4701 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of ROSELLE.
and concerns premises commonly known
as 262-64 W 1ST AVENUE, ROSELLE,
New Jersey.

YOU, RICHARD W. YEATS and
AUDREY M. YEATS, HIS WIFE, are made
party defendants to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
DATED:  December 20, 2007

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOND ORDINANCE-07-22-S
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, ahs bee
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey on December 19, 2007 and the 20
day period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be com-
menced, as provided in the Local Bond
Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies
of the full ordinance are available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for members of the gen-
eral public who request the same. The
summary of the terms of such bond ordi-
nance follows:

Title: Refunding Bond Ordinance Pro-
viding For Funding Of An Emergency Ap-
propriation In and by the Borough Of
Fanwood, In The County Of Union, New
Jersey, Appropriating $325,000 Therefor
and Authorizing The Issuance Of $325,000
Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough For Fi-
nancing The Cost Thereof

Purpose(s): Funding a Settlement with
the Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority

Appropriation: $325,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $325,000
Grants *if any) Appropriated: None
Section 20 Costs: $10,000
Useful Life: N/A

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Janu-
ary 14, 2008, at a meeting beginning at
7:30 p.m. in the Fanwood Borough Hall
located at 75 North Martin Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
of the Borough of Fanwood will conduct a
public hearing on the application of Paul
DiFrancesco for a two-lot minor subdivi-
sion and variances. The property in ques-
tion is located at 85 Woodland Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, is designated as
Block 20, Lot 19, on the official tax map of
Fanwood Borough, and is owned by
Appenov Construction, Inc.

In connection with the minor subdivision
application, the applicant requests a
variance from Section 184-107E(3) of the
Fanwood Borough Land Use Code for
proposed new Lot 19.02, Block 20, which
will have 16.41 feet of road frontage on St.
Johns Place, the requirement is 50 feet of
lot frontage. Present Lot 19, Block 20 has
16.43 feet of frontage on St. Johns Place
and 91 feet of road frontage on Woodland
Avenue. Proposed remainder Lot 19, Block
20, will continue to have 91 feet of frontage
on Woodland Avenue.

The applicant also asks variances from
Ordinance Section 184-163.A, which al-
lows a maximum width of 18 feet for a
dwelling with a two-car garage and maxi-
mum width at street frontage of 10 feet.
The applicant proposes a 20 foot driveway
width at the garage entrance and a 12 1/2
foot driveway width at the intersection with
St. Johns Place.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment of the appli-
cation.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday from the
Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Paul DiFrancesco

265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Attorney for Applicant:
Archer & Greiner, P.C.
attn: Lloyd H. Tubman
1 State Route 12, Suite 201
Flemington, New Jersey 08822
1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2008 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Wednesday,
January 23, 2008 between the hours of
8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2008 Tax
Year will be open for inspection on Wednes-
day, January 23, 2008 between the hours
of  9:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TAX ASSESSOR

The Tax Assessment List for The Town
of Westfield for the 2008 Tax Year will be
open for inspection on Thursday, January
24, 2008 between the hours of 8:30 A.M.
and 4:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors Office,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1212
AWARDED TO: Mobile USA,

Horsham, Pennsylvania
SERVICES TO: to provide x-ray, EKG,

Doppler studies, holter, monitoring and
Ultrasonography services for the patients/
residents at Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $60,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1248
AWARDED TO: Medina Consultants,

Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for professional engi-

neering design services for the intersec-
tion improvements, Park Avenue Corridor,
Plainfield, New Jersey

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$9,300 for a new total contract amount not
to exceed $113,600

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93
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FIRST IN THE STATE…Above,
Union County Police Detective
Krzysztof Audinis stands in a gun ref-
erence library displaying guns that have
been confiscated and used to make bal-
listics comparisons for evidence in court
cases. Union County is the first county
in the state to receive the BrassTRAX
ballistics information system. FASTER
THAN A BULLET…Right, Detective
Audinis demonstrates how a gun is
fired into the water tank to test for
ballistics at a demonstration of the
county’s new BrassTRAX system. See
additional photos at goleader.com/pho-
tos.

County Police Unveil High-
Tech Ballistic System

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Police Department last Wednesday
unveiled a newly installed state-of-
the-art ballistic-information computer
system, BrassTRAX, at the Ralph
Froehlich Public Safety building on
North Avenue in Westfield.

Utilizing an advanced digital cam-
era, the BrassTRAX system is capable
of sending high-clarity two-dimen-
sional images of bullet casings to na-
tional ballistics databases, the Inte-
grated Ballistic Identification System
(IBIS) and the National Integrated
Ballistic Information Network
(NIBIN), for correlation and potential
matches, helping to solve crimes faster
and more efficiently, officials said.

The increased clarity of the new
system will permit better images with
greater efficiency and accuracy in
correlating ballistics to other crimes,
according to information the Union
County Police distributed at the press
conference.

Union County is the first county
in New Jersey to receive the system
from the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATFE). Hosting the presentation,
Union County Police Chief Daniel
Vaniska said it was “an honor and a
privilege” to be the first county in the
state to receive the new system.

Estimated at a cost of $450,000,
the BrassTRAX system is one of eight
in the country and one of 14 through-
out the world, Chief Vaniska shared
with the attendees. Federal tax dollars
paid for it, at no cost to local property
taxpayers, Chief Vaniska said.

Among those attending the pre-
sentation were Union County Free-
holder Chester Holmes, ATFE Spe-
cial Agent Joseph Green and two
ballistics firearms examiners, Detec-
tive Krzysztof Audinis and Sergeant

Michael Sandford. Union County
public information assistant director
Wayne Avery and public informa-
tion officer Jim Lowney also attended.

Police will use the system prima-
rily to solve crimes in Union County,
but they will invite other counties
throughout the state to use the sys-
tem; Union County is already sharing
it with ballistics officers in Ocean
County and the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, Detec-
tive Audinis said.

Prior to the system’s installation
last month, Union County took its
evidence to the older IBIS system in
Essex County or to the state’s lab,
which slowed down turnaround time,
Chief Vaniska said.

Special Agent Green cited the
county’s commitment to devoting
manpower and time to train officers
in using the new system as a reason
the county received the system. The
two ballistics officers, Detective
Audinis and Sergeant Sandford, spent
years training on the IBIS system in
Essex County with experienced ex-
aminers and a week in Florida train-
ing on a BrassTRAX system.

Larger cities used to overload the
state lab’s system, Sergeant Sandford
said. With Union County having its own
technology, turnaround time for ballis-
tics correlations can be reduced from
months to hours, he said. In the month
since its installation, the system has made
four matches out of 100 entries.

By April 2008, new software will
permit high-clarity three-dimensional
images to replace the current two-
dimensional technology. By 2010,
all of the old technology will be re-
placed by this new system across the
country, Special Agent Green said.

The new computer system has been
integrated into a fully equipped ballis-
tics lab, which includes a firing water-
tank, an electron microscope and a
gun library used to compare evidence
and ballistics. Drug-seizure money
funded the $250,000 lab, Detective
Audinis said.

SP-F District Analysis Shows
500-Student Hike Since ‘03

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
business administrator Anthony Del
Sordi presented the findings of a dis-
trict-wide classroom analysis to the
board last Thursday. The purpose, he
said, was to “evaluate the number of
classrooms, specialized spaces and
overall capacity of the existing schools
within our district.”

He said the current student popula-
tion is 5,190 students (a rise from
4,683 in 2002-2003), not including
187 special-education students taught
in self-contained classrooms and 106
taught out-of-district. Enrollment
numbers are expected to rise through
2011-2112, he said, and results re-
flect that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School would be able to accom-
modate the expected increased en-
rollment trends over the next five
years and that any additional enroll-
ment could be taken care of by using
currently underutilized space.

Similarly, the district’s elementary
schools would be able to accommo-
date expected student enrollment un-
til 2011, Mr. Del Sordi said. Cur-
rently, he said, Terrill Middle School
is over capacity; he said Park Middle
School needs an addition of more
specialized spaces because, although
it is not currently over capacity, the
school will eventually get there.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
called for the facilities committee to
meet and come up with recommenda-
tions for the board.

“We have to address Terrill imme-
diately,” he said. “I look forward to
the recommendations.” He said that
he wants direction from the board as
soon as possible.

Board member Donald Parisi an-
nounced three suggestions to amend
the budget guidelines proposed for
the 2008-2009 budget, first calling
for additional shared-services initia-
tives to a guideline that called for the
continued examination of all district
functions (curriculum, administrative,
support and extracurricular) and the
consideration of more cost-effective
operations.

He also said the district was to
begin pursuing a longer-term strat-
egy for energy-saving, as the “in-
creases were just not sustainable any-
more.”

The board’s finance committee
wants the district to establish a posi-
tion that would be responsible for all
technology in the schools.

“Usually, the people who do it [su-
pervisors] do it on the side,” Mr. Parisi
said. “We want one position that
would own technology.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said the curriculum commit-
tee would be the group to begin look-
ing for such a position. “We’re just
hearing this for the first time right
now,” she said. “We can’t take action.”

In his policies committee report,
board member Warren McFall said
the committee is looking into having
an outside contractor help with the
board’s policy work.

Mr. Whitehouse said the commit-
tee would do further research and
present its findings, including pros

and cons of such a change, to the
board at a later date.

The board also approved the Cog-
nitive Ability Test (CogAT) testing
option for the district’s third and fifth
graders. Board member Sasha Slocum
said the main changes are the post-
ponement of test-taking from second
to third grade and the fact the test
could be used to evaluate students for
the Thinking Is Basic (TIB) program.

Ms. Nelson brought up Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposed new formula
for how state education aid is calcu-
lated, which he released last week.

She said she hopes there is not a
rush to vote the bill in current lame-
duck session of the State Legislature,
as there is “a lot” of information to
consider.

“It would be too soon,” she said.
“There is too much at stake.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict would see a 10 percent increase,
or $451,000, in aid, bringing total aid
to $4,956,000. Officials have said that
per-student special-education aid has
actually declined over the past seven
years.

At the start of the meeting, the
board adopted a resolution honoring
Lauren Berk, a SPFHS freshman, for
her efforts to bring attention to a 21-
year-long genocide in northern
Uganda. Ms. Berk, who received the
Wallenberg Foundation’s “Courage
and Compassion” Honors Program
Award this past May, spoke to the
board in September about her en-
deavors.

“The [SP-F BOE] commends the
advocacy efforts of Lauren Berk to
raise awareness about the plight of
children and their families in north-
ern Uganda, and the board encour-
ages all students to educate them-
selves about this and other issues
facing the world’s peoples in order to
lead lives of advocacy to help others,”
a part of the resolution read.

Lauren thanked the board for the
recognition, beginning by sharing an
excerpt of a thank-you letter from a
child in Uganda that she sponsors.
She said the child wrote not only to
thank Lauren but also to let her know
that he was doing well.

She said the high school has a
“Schools For Schools” club, which
helps students raise money that would
provide funds for, among other things,
education, computers and facilities
for a specific school in Uganda. Cur-
rently, she said, the primarily and
secondary walls for the school have
been built.

Other happenings at the district
level that Lauren is a part of include
planning a “Week of Peace” for March
and a freshman assembly on Invisible
Children (the documentary that
brought about her interest in the geno-
cide). In addition, she will make a
second trip to Washington with her
mother to raise more awareness.

Board members commended
Lauren. “You educated us and the
student population,” Ms. Slocum said.
“You are a leader and a teacher.”

Ms. Hayes echoed the sentiments.
“You are willing to take a lead,” she
said. “To be able to stand up and take
action speaks volumes.”

Ms. Nelson thanked Lauren for
bringing attention to the issue at the
district level. “You have got others at
the high school excited about the
cause. You should feel very proud for
all you’ve accomplished.”

Upcoming board events include an
open agenda meeting on January 10
and a regular public meeting on Janu-
ary 24. On January 28, the BOE will
participate with the PTA in a round-
table meeting at Park Middle School.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Congressional Candidates
Attend County GOP Party

The Union County Republican
Committee hosted its annual holiday
party at Marco Polo Restaurant in
Summit last Wednesday. All seven
GOP candidates for the open Seventh
Congressional District seat attended.
Current Congressman Mike Ferguson
(R, New Providence) has announced
he will not seek a fifth term.

The attendees included Kate
Whitman, a former Congressional aid
and daughter of former Governor
Christine Todd Whitman; State Sena-
tor Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington), the senate’s minority
leader for the past four years; mayors
Martin Marks of Scotch Plains and
Victor Sordillo of Warren Township;
former Summit councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, an early candidate for the
state assembly in 2003; former Clark
councilman and current Clark mu-
nicipal prosecutor Jon Henry Barr
and Chris Venis, a government rela-
tions professional.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin said the party is con-
sidering holding a mini-Union County
convention to endorse a candidate.
The county committee usually holds
its convention in March to select fed-
eral, state and county candidates.

Hillary Clinton’s Bother Owes
Ex-Wife Child Support, Alimony

The New York Post has reported
that the brother of Presidential candi-
date and U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton
(D, N.Y.) owes his ex-wife $158,000
in child support and alimony. An-
thony Rodham is the ex-husband of
Senator Barbara Boxer’s (D-Calf.)
daughter, Nicole Boxer. Mr.
Rothman’s attorney, Gwendolyn Jo

Carlberg, told The Post her client
“fully intends to honor the judgment.”

Guiliani, Clinton Leads Shrink
In New Zogby Nationwide Poll
A new Zogby poll released De-

cember 19 shows that former New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s lead over
former Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee has shrunk from 22 points
in May to 1 point in the race for the
Republican Presidential nomination.

In the Democratic race, Senator
Hillary Clinton (N.Y.) leads Barack
Obama (Ill.) by eight points, down
from an 11-point lead in November.
One thousand “likely voters” partici-
pated in the nationwide survey con-
ducted December 12 to 14.

Governor Corzine Releases Bill
On New School-Aid Formula
Governor Jon Corzine has released

a 106-page draft of legislation to make
his new school-aid formula law. The
bill says that New Jersey’s current
public school funding formula, es-
tablished under the provisions of the
“Comprehensive Educational Im-
provement and Financing Act of
1996,” (CEIFA) P.L.1996, c.138, has
not been used to calculate state aid for
public schools since the 2001-2002
school year.

“Any new school funding formula
should account for changes in enroll-
ment and other significant developments,
providing relief to those districts that
have experienced substantial enrollment
increases,” according to the bill. For
information on the new formula see
www.state.nj.us/education/sff. The Star-
Ledger has reported that the Legislature
will hold a special session to discuss the
proposed formula on Thursday, Decem-
ber 27, normally a time when legislators
are on holiday break.

Debbie Madison for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING BALLISTIC…Union County Police Sergeant Michael Sandford de-
scribes how the new BrassTRAX ballistic information computer system will allow
increased efficiency in ballistics analyses. Union County is first the county in the
state to receive the system.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO: 662-2007
INTRO: 11/29/2007
FINAL: 12/20/2007

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a
REGULAR MEETING on November 29th 2007, and said Ordinance has been published
with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on December 20th 2007, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 657-2007 ADOPTED SEP-
TEMBER 27, 2007 PROVIDING THE CONSENT OF THE BOARD OF
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION TO THE ISSU-
ANCE BY THE UNION COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY OF ITS
NOT TO EXCEED REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007 (AFRICAN AMERI-
CAN FUND OF NEW JERSEY PLAINFIELD PROJECT), TO INCREASE
THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF BOND TO NOT EXCEEDING
$7,500,000 IN CONNECTION WITH THE AUTHORITY’S PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Union County Improvement Authority (the “Authority”) has been duly
created by an ordinance of the Board of Chosen Freeholders (the “Board of Freeholders”)
of the County of Union, New Jersey (the “County”), as public body corporate and politic
of the State of New Jersey (the “State”) pursuant to and in accordance with the county
improvement authorities law, constituting Chapter 183 of the Pamphlet Laws of 1960 of
the State, as amended and supplemented from time to time (the “Act”); and

WHEREAS, The Torain Group on behalf of its Client, the African American Fund, Inc.
(formerly the  Black United Fund)  or its affiliate or transferee (the “Borrower”)has
requested the Authority’s assistance in relation to the expansion of a pre-school facility
in the City of Plainfield; and

WHEREAS, the City has expressed its support for the Project in a letter from the Mayor
dated August 7, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Authority had proposed  to finance the Project through the issuance
of one or more series of Bonds (the “Bonds”) in an aggregate principal amount of not to
exceed $6,000,000; and

WHEREAS, the Bonds shall have such other terms as set forth in those certain
resolutions authorizing the issuance of the “Revenue Bonds, Series 2007 (African
American Fund-Plainfield Project)” of the Union County Improvement Authority to be
adopted by the Authority prior to the issuance of the Bonds (the “Bond Resolution”; the
Bond Resolution, and any amendments or supplements thereto in accordance with the
terms thereof may be collectively referred to as the “Bond Resolution”); and

WHEREAS, the principal of (including sinking fund installments, if any) and interest on
the Bonds when due may be, if the Authority determines it to be in its best interest,  insured
by a municipal bond insurance company (the “Bond Insurer”) in accordance with the
terms of a new issue municipal bond insurance policy (the “Bond Insurance Policy”); and

WHEREAS, the Authority made application to the Local Finance Board in the Division
of Local Government Services of the Department of Community Affairs of the State (the
“Local Finance Board”) for the Local Finance Board’s review of the Project and received
positive findings on September 12, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Borrower has advised that certain of its construction cost bids have
exceed the initial estimates, resulting in a request to increase the financing from
$6,000,000 to $7,500,000; and

WHEREAS, the Project does not require an expenditure of public funds or credit; and
WHEREAS, the Authority believes: (i) it is in the public interest to accomplish such

purpose; (ii) said purpose is for the health, wealth, convenience or betterment of the
inhabitants of the County; (iii) the amounts to be expended for said purpose are not
unreasonable or exorbitant; and (iv) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of
providing services for the needs of the inhabitants of the County and will not create an
undue financial burden to be placed upon the Authority.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLD-
ERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, as follows:

Section 1.  In accordance with Section 13 and all other applicable law, the Board of
Freeholders hereby consents to (i) the Project and the financing of same, (ii) the
execution and delivery by the Authority of the  Financing Documents and such other
documents as necessary and reasonable for the transaction, which documents shall be
filed with the Clerk of the Board prior to the issuance of any Bonds, (iii) the adoption by
the Authority of the Bond Resolution, and (iv) the issuance, sale and delivery of the Bonds
to effect such purpose. The consent hereto given to the Financing Documents contem-
plates the insertion of the final financing terms.

Section 2.  This ordinance shall take at the time and in the manner provided by law.
Section 3.  Upon the adoption hereof, the Clerk of the Board of Freeholders shall

forward certified copies of this ordinance to the County Manager, County Counsel,
Executive Director of the Authority, and John G. Hudak, Esq., Bond Counsel to the
Authority.
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $132.60

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Repair North, Sub Region N-3, Contract No. N303,
Routes 82 and 124, Union County; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 07459

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/20/07, 12/27/07 and 1/3/08, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1238
AWARDED TO: Correctional Health

Services, Inc Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide medical/

Health care services for inmates and resi-
dents of the Union County Jail and the
Juvenile Detention Center.

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-June 30, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $2,249,373.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF DECISION

On December 19, 2007, the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fanwood adopted
a Resolution granting the Applicant,
Fanwood Village Investors, LLC, Prelimi-
nary & Final Major Site Plan and Bulk
Variance Approvals for the property lo-
cated at 254 & 256 South Avenue, Block
64, Lots 7 & 8 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Fanwood. The approvals will
permit the demolition of the existing struc-
ture on the property and the erection of a
new, 3-story, mixed-use building consist-
ing of approximately 9,700 square feet of
retail space and 2nd and 3rd floors con-
sisting of 8, two-bedroom residential units
per floor for a total of 16 units.

A copy of the Resolution is available for
public inspection during normal business
hours (8 AM – 4 PM, Monday through
Friday) from the Secretary of the Planning
Board at the Administration Office of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

STEPHEN F. HEHL, ESQ.
HEHL & HEHL, PC

Attorney for the Applicant,
Fanwood Village Investors, LLC

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS

BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DURHAM COUNTY
In the District Court

Red Hill Farm LLC v Edwin Gonzalez
07-CVD-01216 to Edwin Gonzalez:

Take notice that a pleading seeking re-
lief against you has been filed in the
aboveentitled action. The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows: Recovery
of earnest money/breach of contract.

You are required to make defense to
such pleading not later than February 5,
2008 and upon your failure to do so the
party seeking service against you will ap-
ply to the court for the relief sought.

This, the 27th day of December, 2007.
Daniel Meier, Attorney for Plaintiff, 6409

Fayetteville Road, Ste. 120-304, Durham,
North Carolina 27713.
4 T - 12/27/07, 1/3/08, 1/10/08
& 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $79.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1226
amending (Resolution No. 2007-1065)

AWARDED TO: Schwartz Simon
Edelstein Celso & Kessler, LLP, Florham
Park, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide the County of
Union with general law services related to
legal negotiations for future acquisitions
and related needs under the auspices of
the Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund

COSTS: for an additional amount of
$35,000 for a total contract not to exceed
$215,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1237
AWARDED TO: Veolia Transporta-

tion, Inc., Oak Brook, Illinois
SERVICES TO: for the continued provi-

sion of Transportation Services in the form
of Routing Scheduling and Dispatch and
Road Operator Services for the Union
County Paratransit System including the
Route 22 and Welfare to Work Shuttles.

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$2,711,113.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-12-197

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services, Drawings and
Specifications, Caboose Project

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: Not to Exceed $17,500.00
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1231
AWARDED TO: Employment & Train-

ing Institute, Inc
SERVICES: to provide technical assis-

tance on behalf of the County of Union for
Workforce Investment Act Program for a
twelve-month

PERIOD: January 14, 2008-December
19, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $17,080
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE: 664-2007

INTRO: 12/6/2007
FINAL: 12/20/2007

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a
REGULAR MEETING on December 6th 2007, and said Ordinance has been published
with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on December 20th 2007, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION OF THE LAW, ORDINANCES,
POLICIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF UNION COUNTY, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; AND
SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED
THEREIN”, ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF
THE COUNTY OF UNION ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE “LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the
“Laws of Union County” are hereby amended as outlined in the attached Schedule A:

  Note: All text that is underlined is inserted/new language.
All text that is struck through is deleted language.

SCHEDULE A
PART I - ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Chapter 1, UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 4-28-

1976 by Ord. No. 1; amended in its entirety by Ord. No. 9-1984. Subsequent amend-
ments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE XIV, Departments; Divisions; Bureaus
§ 1-70. Department structure.
The administrative functions, powers and duties of Union County government shall be

allocated and assigned among and within the departments established by this Code and
as required by the Charter with respect to the County offices established under the
Constitution of the State of New Jersey.

§ 1-71. Departments enumerated.
[Amended 7-7-1988 by Ord. No. 299; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 6-20-02 by Ord. No.

553; 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
The following are hereby established as the departments of the government of the

County of Union:
A. Administrative Services.
B. Finance.
C. Runnells Specialized Hospital.
D. Human Services.
E. Public Safety.
F. Engineering and Public Works. [Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
G. Parks and Community Renewal
§ 1-72. Department heads; powers and duties.
There shall be a Director of each department who, as the head of the department and

its principal officer, shall be responsible to the County Manager for all its operations. Each
Director, except the County Counsel as Director of the Department of Law, shall be
appointed by the County Manager and shall serve at his pleasure, subject to applicable
civil service provisions, rules and regulations and all applicable tenure rights; shall
conduct the affairs of the department in accordance with the rules and regulations made
by the County Manager; shall be subject to the direction, supervision and control of the
County Manager in all matters; and shall be responsible for the conduct of the officers and
employees in his department, the performance of its functions and the custody of all
books, records, papers and property under its control. Each Director as department head,
shall:

A. Organize the work of his department.
B. Direct and supervise the personnel of the department in such manner as to

coordinate and control the work product of the department.
C. Authorize or designate a responsible employee to authorize all purchase

requisitions on behalf of the department.
D. Report, in writing, to the County Manager on the work of the department, as

requested.
§ 1-99.3. Division of Motor Vehicles.
[Added 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of

Administrative Services, the Division of Motor Vehicles’ functions and responsibilities
shall include the management, maintenance and repairs of all County-owned vehicles
except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public
Works.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall be the head
of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department Administrative
Services for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Mailroom & Messenger Services.
(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be the head of the bureau and

shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles.
(3) The Division of Motor Vehicles’ general functions shall include:

(a) Controlling the inventory and issuing of passenger motor vehicles for
the County, as well as other transportation services, as required except the vehicles
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

(b) Providing motor vehicles, storage and maintenance facilities and estab-
lishing and implementing procedures and uniform regulations relating to the motor pool
facilities, equipment, safety, repairs and replacement of vehicles.

(c) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all ser-
vice necessary to keep the motor vehicles in safe and readily usable condition except the
vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

(d) Monitoring the usage of all vehicles and keeping records on all repairs,
gas, oil, etc except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering
and Public Works.

(4) The Bureau of Mailroom & Messenger Services functions shall include all
County mailroom and messenger services.

ARTICLE XVIII, Department of Parks & Community Renewal
[Adopted 6-26-1997 by Ord. No. 452]
§ 1-100. Department established; purpose; organization.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
A. General Purpose; Departmental Organization.  There shall be a Department of

Parks and Community Renewal for the purpose of promoting and developing the
planning, development and growth of the County of Union, coordinating all aspects of
such through the efficient and effective use of financial, operational and administrative
resources and to proactively address the needs of County residents.  The Director shall
be fully responsible for the Department’s operation.

B. There may be a Deputy Director who shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks and Community Renewal.

C. The Department shall have a Bureau of Governmental Relations and Community
Outreach.  The Bureau Chief shall report to the Director of Parks and Community
Renewal.  The function of the Bureau of Governmental Relations and Community
Outreach is to develop and administer programs to facilitate the public use and
enjoyment of County parks and recreational facilities in consolidation of County grant
programs for maximum effectiveness.  The Bureau shall include the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

D. The Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs functions and responsibilities shall
include:

(1)  Create, support and encourage programs promoting public interest and
participation in local arts, history and culture.

(2) Maintain an annual preservation awards program commending noteworthy
historic preservation.

(3) Educate the public on local, state and municipal efforts to preserve historical
sites.

(4) Maintain an historic inventory as a resource for federal and state agencies
and local planners.

[Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
E. The Department of Parks & Community Renewal shall consist of the following

Divisions:
(1) Division of Planning and Community Development.
(2) Division of Information Technologies. [Added 7-22-1999 by Ord. No.

503][Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
(3) Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support
(4) Division of Golf Operations
(5) Division of Parks Planning & Environmental Services

§ 1-101. Division of Planning and Community Development.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of Parks & Community

Renewal, the Division of Planning and Community Development’s functions and respon-
sibilities shall include:

(1) Strengthening Union County’s economy and positioning the County to
compete in a global marketplace by stimulating and creating new jobs, retaining existing
businesses, and facilitating economic growth and development in partnership with the
Union County Alliance, the Union County Economic Development Corporation and all
other public/private partnerships.

(2) Implementing the Long Range Strategic Plan for Union County adopted in
1996.

(3) Establish an ongoing program of legislative advocacy at the federal, state
and/or local levels; lobby for and/or develop legislation as needed; provide analysis of
legislation as needed; and act as liaison with municipal, state and federal levels of
government.

(4) Maximize federal, state and foundation grant dollars and reduce property tax
burden by increasing revenues into the County to fund existing and/or new programs and
services as consistent with the needs of the County.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Planning and Community Develop-
ment shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks & Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Subdivisions. Within the Division of Planning and Community Development shall
be the following subdivisions:

(1) Bureau of Transportation Planning.
(2) Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning.
(3) Bureau of Community Development.
(4) Bureau of Housing.

§ 1-102. Bureau of Transportation Planning.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Transportation Planning functions and respon-
sibilities shall include:

(1) Providing a balanced transportation system that most efficiently services the
County.

(2) Planning a coordinated intermodal transportation system.
(3) Encouraging the improvement and extension of commuter rail and rapid

transit into the County.
(4) Providing a highway system of adequate capacity to accommodate present

and anticipated traffic Volumes safely and efficiently.
(5) Surveying and analyzing traffic conditions on County and local roads.
(6) Coordinating County, municipal, state and interstate facility planning.
(7) Rendering technical assistance and advice to public and private agencies

involved in transportation planning.
B. Bureau Chief. The Chief  of the Bureau of Transportation Planning shall be the

Head of the Bureau and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning
and Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-103. Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning functions and
responsibilities shall include:

(1) Preparing a Master Plan for the physical development of the County.
(2) Preparing an Official County Map.
(3) Coordinating, advising and consulting with municipal, state and regional

planning agencies in regard to plans and programs affecting Union County.
(4) Assisting the County Manager in the preparation of County capital budget

and capital improvement programs.
(5) Advising the County Manager and Board on matters of planning and policy

evaluation.
(6) Pursuing special studies when requested.
(7) Reviewing and approving, where appropriate, applications for land develop-

ment within the County.
(8) Assembling and distributing data on the County as part of the continuing

planning process.
(9) Being responsible for the development of data on the social planning needs

and economic development of Union County.
B. Bureau Chief. The Chief  of the Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning shall be

the Head of the Bureau and responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning and
Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-104. Bureau of Community Development.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Community Development functions and re-
sponsibilities shall include:

(1) Preparing, facilitating, and disseminating all matters relating to the planning
and development of the County, including but not limited to those matters pertaining to
planning, development, and community development mandated by federal or state
government.

(2) Performing all functions related to implementing a housing and community
development program, as required by the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 and any amendments thereto.

(3) Providing technical assistance to the County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee and other agencies and/or municipalities in preparing
applications for the Housing and Community Development Program or other housing
programs.

(4) Conducting and annually updating a housing conditions analysis to deter-
mine Union County’s housing needs as part of the required community development
procedure.

(5) Assisting Union County’s municipalities, the Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee and housing agencies in identifying areas suitable for
rehabilitation and in initiating housing programs in conformance with the Housing
Assistance Plan when requested by the local municipalities.

(6) Maintaining close liaison with the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

B. Bureau head. The Director of the Bureau of Community Development shall be the
Head of the Bureau and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning
and Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-105. Bureau of Housing.
[Added 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Housing’s functions and responsibilities shall
include:

(1) Preparing, facilitating and disseminating matters by federal and state
government with reference to housing.

(2) Performing all functions related to implementing a housing program, as
required by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 and all amendments
thereto.

(3) Providing technical assistance to various agencies and municipalities in
preparing applications for housing programs.

(4) Conducting and annually updating housing conditions analysis to determine
Union County’s housing needs.

(5) Maintaining close liaison with the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).

§ 1-106. Reserved
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
§ 1-107. Division of Information Technologies.
[Added 7-22-1999 by Ord. No. 503; amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; amended

3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department ofParks &

Community Renewal, the Division of Information Technologies’ functions and responsi-
bilities shall include:

(1) Operating and maintaining systems and equipment for computers.
(2) Providing technical support, including analysis, development, programming

and training for end-users.
(3) Providing telecommunications services and support.
(4) Providing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) related services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Information Technologies shall be
the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of
Parks & Community Renewalfor its operation.

C. Division organization. Within the Division there shall be the following bureaus:
(1) Bureau of Data Processing and Telecommunications.
(2) Bureau of Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

D. Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge of the Bureau and shall
be responsible to the Director of the Division of Information Technologies.

E. Bureau of Data Processing and Telecommunications’ functions shall include:
(1) Operating and maintaining all computer equipment and supporting devices

in the data center to ensure that the computer output is accurate and on a timely basis.
(2) Preparing and transcribing data to machine readable formats and verifying

its accuracy.
(3) Maintaining computer software which supports the successful operation of

the data processing center.
(4) Being responsible for the installation of all management information sys-

tems.
(5) Maintaining all management information system modules and providing

application support to the user departments and agencies.
(6) Developing new management information system applications.
(7) Being responsible for proper configuration and performance of centralized

operating systems and local and wide area networks,
(8) Being responsible for technical aspects of intersystem communication,

including all levels of data processing protocols.
(9) Being responsible for the continued support of departmental computer

applications.
(10) Being responsible for the implementation and maintenance of all depart-

mental systems and procedures.
(11) Handling all requests for telephone, radio, public address and intercommu-

nications services made by officials of the County, planning service needs and ordering
equipment.

(12) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed
radio, television and audio systems utilized by the County and handling all Federal
Communications Commission and Federal Aviation related matters concerning the
County’s equipment.

(13) Providing for the repair and preventive maintenance of all radio, public
address and audio systems. intercommunication systems and other electronic equip-
ment.

(14) Operating all telephone switches and maintaining up-to-date information
pertaining to telephone numbers of using employees and offices.

(15) Operating, coordinating and scheduling the County television system.
(16) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed

reproducing equipment utilized by the County and handling planning and all related
matters concerning the equipment.

F. The Bureau of Geographic Information Systems’ functions shall include:
(1) Preparing County maps, digitized photographs and creating specific infor-

mation for County departments and municipalilies to deal with issues of public safety,
economic development, and transportation issues.

§§ 1-108 through 1-110. (Reserved)
§ 1-111. Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support
functions shall include preserving and improving all County park and recreational
facilities; providing the necessary technical resources to assure a smooth operation of
all County park and recreational facilities; and providing custodial and janitorial services
for all park facilities, including providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting
of all lawns, flowers and shrubs on County property. Further, shall be responsible for the
supervising, coordinating and directing the provision of a variety of financial and
administrative services that support the functions and objectives of the department.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Park Maintenance and Administra-
tive Support shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of
the Department of Parks and Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following subdivisions:

(a) The Bureau of Construction and Trades.
(b) The Bureau of Horticulture and Park Maintenance.
(c) The Bureau of Recreation.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be in charge of the Bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Park Maintenance and Administra-
tive Support.

(3) The Bureau of Construction and Trades functions shall include:
(a) Preserving, caring for, laying out, constructing and improving park and

recreational facilities, the Watchung Reservation and open spaces.
(b) Providing technical and mechanical services required for the safe and

efficient operation of the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems within the
County park system.

(4) The Bureau of Horticulture and Park Maintenance functions and responsi-
bilities shall include:

(a) Providing custodial and janitorial services for all park facilities.
(b) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting of all lawns on

County property.
(c) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting of flowers and

shrubs on County property.
(d) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and trimming of trees on all

County parkland.  [amended 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587].
(5) The Bureau of Recreation’s functions shall include:

(a) Developing and administering programs to facilitate the public use and
enjoyment of County parks, playgrounds, the Watchung Reservation, open spaces and
places of recreation.

(b) Operating all County recreation facilities.
(c) Coodinating park and recreational facilities, programs and special

events of the County with other public and private recreational facilities within the County.
§ 1-112. Division of Golf Operations.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Golf Operations functions shall include the
management and maintenance of all County golf facilities.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Golf Operations shall be in charge
of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) With in the Division, there shall be the following subdivisions:

(a) The Bureau of Golf Services.
(b) The Bureau of Golf Maintenance.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head the Bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Golf Operations.

(3) The Bureau of Golf Services functions shall include the management and
operation of all County golf facilities.

(4) The Bureau of Golf Maintenance functions shall include providing for the
care and maintenance of all County golf facilities.

§ 1-113. Division of Parks Planning and Environmental Services.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Parks Planning and Environmental Services
shall be responsible for developing plans and coordinating the implementation of plans
for renovating existing park facilities and constructing new facilities.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Park Planning and Environmental
Services shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks and Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following subdivision:

(a) The Bureau Planning and Environmental Conservation.
(5) The Bureau of Planning and Environmental Conservation’s functions and

responsibilities shall include:
(a) Responsible for developing plans and coordinating the implementation

of plans for renovating existing Park facilities, constructing new facilities, and environ-
mental programs.

(b) Implementing and coordinating Household Special Waste, Computer
and Electronics, and Battery/Motor Oil/Filters recycling events funded through the Solid
Waste Services Tax.

(c) Implementing and coordinating the Scrap Tire Management Program
to fund cleanup and disposal of scrap tires found on public lands.

(d) Providing administrative and coordination assistance to municipalities
in implementing the Clean Communities Program.

(e) Performing such other duties as may be required by the Director of the
Division of Park Planning and Maintenance.

(f) Preparing and Disseminating all mandated statistical programmatic
reports to appropriate agencies and officials.

(g) The Bureau Chief of the Bureau of Planning and Environmental
Conservation shall also serve as the District Recycling Coordinator.

ARTICLE XIX, Department of Engineering and Public Works
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; amended 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 6-26-1997

by Ord. No. 452; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458; 6-25-1998 by Ord. No. 478; 7-22-1999 by
Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]

§ 1-111. General purpose; departmental organization.
A. There shall be a Department of Engineering and Public Works for the purpose of

planning, constructing, repairing and maintaining all property and infrastructure owned
and operated by Union County.

B. Department head. The Director of the Department of Engineering and Public
Works shall be the head of the Department and shall be responsible to the County
Manager for the Department’s operation. The Director of the Department of Engineering
and Public Works may also be the director of a division within the Department
Engineering and Public Works.

C. The Department of Engineering and Public Works shall include the following
divisions:

(1) The Division of Public Works.
(2) The Division of Engineering.
(3) The Division of Facilities Management

§ 1-112. Division of Public Works.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Public Works’ functions and responsibili-
ties shall include: road construction and maintenance, bridge maintenance and public
works, shade tree and conservation and mosquito control.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Public Works shall be the head of
the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of Engineering and
Public Works for its operation. The Director of the Division of Public Works may be the
Director of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Roads and Bridges.
(b) Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation.
(c) Bureau of Mosquito Control.
(d) Bureau of Inspections.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge  of the bureau
and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Public Works.

(3) The Bureau of Roads and Bridges’ functions shall include:
(a) Maintaining and repairing County roads.
(b) Maintaining, installing and cleaning storm drainage facilities.
(c) Performing weed control and grass maintenance on all County rights-

of-way.
(d) Maintaining County roads in a clean and safe condition for passage free

of all obstructions and hazards and removing leaves, snow, ice and debris as required.
(e) Maintaining, installing and repairing road warning signs and traffic lane

markings on all County roads and bridges.
(f) Maintaining and repairing County bridges and culverts.
(g) Maintaining County bridges free of obstructions and hazards.
(h) Performing stream clearance and desnagging under County bridges

and culverts.
(i) Operating and maintaining movable County bridges.

(4) The Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation’s functions and responsibili-
ties shall include:

(a) Providing for the planting, replanting, trimming and care of trees within
County road rights-of-way. [amended 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587].

(b) Operation of the County’s compost facility and ancillary work.
(5) The Bureau of Mosquito Control’s functions shall include:

(a) Controlling and exterminating all species of mosquitoes within County
limits.

(b) Coordinating all activities with adjacent counties to control the breeding
of all species of mosquitoes within flight range of the County.

(c) Enforcing Title 25, Chapter 9, Article 2 of the Laws of the State of New
Jersey.

(6) The Bureau of Inspections’ functions and responsibilities shall include:
(a) Issuing permits for County roads for curbing, driveway aprons, roadway

openings and work on or in the vicinity of a bridge or culvert, maintaining records as
necessary and inspecting the construction of these items.

(b) Cooperating with public service facilities and private contractors in
placing County projects.

(c) Supervising material testing procedures relating to construction of
County roads, bridges and curbing.

(d) Accepting applications, issuing permits and maintaining records for
road openings, curbs, driveway aprons and connections to bridges, culverts and
drainage systems within roadways maintained by the County.

§ 1-113. Division of Engineering.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Engineering’s functions and responsibili-
ties shall include:

(1) Providing engineering advice and assistance to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the County Manager and County departments/agencies; performing the
engineering work and decisions involved with the design, maintenance and construction
of roads, intersections, bridges, stormwater facilities, buildings, parks, and other projects
and reviewing review and approving plans and specifications, tabulating bids and
recommending award of contracts; administering and inspecting for contract perfor-
mance, certifying satisfactory contract performance for final payment and acceptance of
work for County operational services projects. [Amended 9-23-1999 by Ord. No. 507]

(2) Providing technical information on traffic and transportation matters and
maintaining markings and signs on County roads.

(3) Performing its duties and responsibilities in conjunction and cooperation
with the State Department of Transportation and municipalities of Union County, as
necessary.

(4) Providing technical assistance to the municipalities of Union County, as
necessary.

(5) Administering professional service contracts as necessary to implement
and develop various County public works projects.

(6) Capital projects. The Division of Engineering shall be responsible for the
administration, supervision and oversight of all capital projects within the County of
Union.

B. Director of the Division of Engineering.
(5) Division head. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be the head

of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of The Department of Engineering
and Public Works for its operation. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be
a duly licensed professional engineer in the State of New Jersey. The Director of the
Division of Engineering may be the County Engineer.

(6) The Director of the Division of Engineering will provide for the internal
organization of the Division and assign and delegate work of the Division among its
employees; install and maintain such administrative and financial controls and proce-
dures as may be required for efficient management of the Division, including budget
preparation activities, properties and equipment; prepare and submit such reports and
recommendation with respect to the conduct, functioning and work of the Division as may
be required.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Engineering Services.
(b) Bureau of Traffic Maintenance.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge  of the bureau
and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Engineering.

(3) Engineering functions shall include:
(a) Conducting investigations, studies, planning and surveys necessary for

the preparation of preliminary designs, plans and specifications and making estimates
of costs for road, intersection, bridge, culvert, storm drainage and flood control facilities
construction, reconstruction, major repair, replacement and improvements.

(b) Preparing final plans, specifications and proposals for advertising to
receive bids upon approval of preliminary plans.

(c) On receipt of bids, preparing reports and recommendations for contract
awards or rejection of bids.

(d) Providing project construction administration and inspection for con-
tract compliance to said plans, specifications and contracts.

(e) Complying with state and/or federal requirements and performing
liaison work where state and/or federal funds are involved and obtaining state and/or
federal approvals where required.

(f) Providing and maintaining surveys, maps, plans, specifications, oper-
ating records and files pertaining to County roads, bridges, sewers and storm drainage
facilities; coordinating with the Division of Planning and Community Development,
Bureau of GIS.

(g) Maintaining County rain charts, stream gage records and geodetic
monument records.

(h) Providing surveyors, developers, municipalities and consultants with
records and data maintained concerning the County’s infrastructure, including road-
ways, bridges, stormwater management and flood control, etc.

(i) Providing material testing procedures relating to construction of County
infrastructure.

(j) Preparing estimates for capital expenditure programs.
(k) Cooperating with public and private utilities in developing and coordi-

nating County projects.
(l) Reviewing subdivision and development plans as to impacts on County

roads, parks, bridges, stormwater facilities and flood control requirements.
(m) Maintaining records of the work of the Division of Engineering.
(n) Soliciting federal and state funding.

(4) Bureau of Traffic Maintenance’s functions shall include:
(a) Providing traffic engineering services as required, including the gather-

ing of operational traffic count data, performing studies to determine capacities and
identifying and recommending corrections to traffic problems.

(b) Reviewing applications for land development within the County to
determine traffic impact on County roads.

(c) Soliciting federal and state grants for traffic programs.
(d) Rendering technical assistance and advice to municipal engineers,

police departments and the public concerning traffic/transportation.
(e) Supervising the maintenance of County roadway markings and signs.
(f) Maintaining records related to County roadways, markings, signs and

traffic Volume data.
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(g) Providing a liaison with federal and state agencies involved in traffic
engineering.

(h) Providing engineering advice and design services to implement and
maintain an intelligent transportation System (ITS) capability in Union County.

§ 1-114. (Reserved)
§ 1-115.  Division of Facilities Mangement.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Facilities Management’s functions and
responsibilities shall include providing general building maintenance to all County
buildings, with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital, including the functions of
stationary engineers, custodial maintenance and general trades, construction manage-
ment services, and printing and signange services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Facilities Mangement shall be the
head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of
Engineering and Public Works for its operation.

C. Division Organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance.
(b) Bureau of General Trades.
(c) Bureau of Stationary Engineers.
(d) Bureau of Construction Management.
(e) Bureau of Administrative Support.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head of the bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Facilities Management.

(3) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance’s functions shall include providing custo-
dial and janitorial services for all County buildings, with the exception of Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

(4) Bureau of General Trades’ functions shall include providing technical and
mechanical services for the safe and efficient operation of heating, ventilating, air-
conditioning, plumbing and electrical systems of County buildings, with the exception of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

(5) Bureau of Stationary Engineers’ functions shall include maintaining and
operating the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems in all County buildings,
with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

(6) The Bureau of Construction Management’s functions and responsibilities
shall include supervising construction projects on all County-owned facilities.

(7) The Bureau of Administrative Support’s functions shall include operating,
facilitating and supervising the County’s printing & duplication services and signage
services.

Chapter 26, BENEFITS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 11-

25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
ARTICLE V,  Retiree Health Insurance Benefits Package
[History: Adopted 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
§ 26-8. Retiree subsidy.
A) Constitutional Officers, Department Directors and Division Heads
The County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefit subsidy to

provide health benefits consistent with the health benefits provided to state employees
who have served twenty-five (25) years in the state pension system, excluding Medicare
premiums, for all individuals holding the position of Constitutional Officer, Department
Director or equivalent, or Division Head or equivalent at the time of retirement and who
a) have retired on a disability pension, b) retire on or after January 1, 2008 who have
twenty-five (25) years or more of service in the Public Employees Retirement System with
a minimum period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union with no age
limitation; or b) retire on or after January 1, 2008 who have reached the age of 62 years
or older with at least 15 years of service with the County of Union.

If a Constitutional Officer’s, Department Director’s or equivalent or Division Head’s or
equivalent (hereafter employee) spouse is retired and has, in effect, benefits coverage
for herself/himself and employee for life, the employee may opt to participate in the
Voluntary Health Benefit Buyout Program and receive a payment of $5,000.00 per
annum, reduced to $2,500.00 per annum upon employee reaching Medicare eligibility.

B) Exclusionary Employees
There shall be provided a subsidy toward health benefits insurance premiums for all

retirees who are exclusionary employees and who have retired from and after January
1, 1986, said subsidy to beconsistent with the subsidy schedule negotiated with Retirees
Council No. 8 through the collective bargaining procedure.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Madelon Aman, 82
Madelon Reynolds Aman, 82, of

Fanwood died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Orange, she lived in
Fanwood since 1953.

Mrs. Aman was employed as a sales
associate with Sears in Watchung
before retiring. Earlier, she had
worked as a buyer with Tepper’s in
Plainfield.

She was a longtime member and
first vice-president of the Rosary
Society of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains.

Her husband, Harold J. “Bump”
Aman, Jr., predeceased her in 1998.

Surviving are her daughter, Donna
Gaffney; three sons, Richard Aman,
Michael Aman and Steven Aman;
eight grandchildren, Ryan, Brendan
and Lauren Gaffney and Scott, Cristi,
Carrie, Christopher and Jennifer
Aman, and seven great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Friday,
December 21, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass then took
place at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Mem-
phis, Tenn. 38105-1942
(www.stjude.org). For more informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 27, 2007

Irving Lasky, 93
Irving Lasky, 93, of Englishtown

died on Wednesday, December 19, at
the CentraState Medical Center in
Freehold.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived there before moving to
Englishtown in 1977.

A veteran of the United States Navy
during World War II, Mr. Lasky had
been an accountant with the Interna-
tional Paper Co. in New York City for
45 years, retiring in 1977.

His wife, Fay Lasky (nee Firestone),
predeceased him.

Surviving are a son, Michael Lasky;
a daughter, Laura Beller; five grand-
children and one great-grandchild.

Graveside services were held on
Friday, December 21, at the New
Montefiore Cemetery in Pinelawn,
N.Y.

Arrangements were by the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

December 27, 2007

Michele Parente, 76
Michele Parente, 76, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, December 19, at
Cranford Hall.

Born in Italy, Mr. Parente came to
the United States in 1953. He had
lived in Cleveland, Ohio before mov-
ing to Westfield 30 years ago.

Mr. Parente worked at Sorrento’s
Restaurant in Westfield. In Cleveland,
he was a county employee and in Italy
he had been a policeman. When he
first came to this country, he worked
for the water company in New Jersey.

Surviving are three children, Tony,
Nick and Joyce; two sisters, Maria
Spiridigliozzi and Margherita
Romanello, and two brothers,
Domenico and Guiseppe Parente.

A service was held on Saturday,
December 22, at the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue in Cranford.
Entombment took place at Hollywood
Memorial Park in Union.

December 27, 2007

 Helen Reidy, 84, Former Township Clerk;
Known as ‘Biggest Vote Getter In Town’

Margaret Renart, 87, Hahnes Manager;
Was Active With Parish and Girl Scouts

Helen M. Reidy, 84, a lifelong resi-
dent of Scotch Plains, died on Tues-
day, December 18, at her home.

Miss Reidy went to work in the
clerk’s office in Scotch Plains in 1947
and was elected township clerk in
1959. She served as township clerk
until her retirement in 1987.

A longtime member of the Repub-

lican Club in Scotch Plains, Miss
Reidy was known as the “biggest
vote-getter in town.” She also had
sold war bonds during World War II.

Surviving are several cousins and
many other relatives and friends.

Services were held on Friday, De-
cember 21, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment took place on Saturday, De-
cember 22, at the Hackettstown Union
Cemetery. For additional information
or to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 27, 2007

Margaret Hunter Renart, 87, of
Westfield died on Wednesday, De-
cember 19, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born and raised in New York City,
she lived in Westfield for 60 years.

Mrs. Renart had been a manager for
Hahnes Department Store in Westfield
for 25 years, retiring in 1989.

She was a member of the Holy Trin-
ity Parents’ Guild, Holy Trinity Ro-
sary Society and Holy Trinity Seniors,
the Blue Horizons of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s Churches and the Wash-
ington Rock Girl Scout Council.

Her husband, Thomas Renart, Jr.,
predeceased her in 1993. A sister,
Eileen Mulry, also predeceased her.

Surviving are a son, Thomas Renart,
3rd; three daughters, Elizabeth Peck,
Margaret Davis and Kathleen Vinegra;
a sister, Rosemarie Conway; 15 grand-
children and 10 great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, December 21, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley

Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 or to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J.
07091.

December 27, 2007

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1224
AWARED TO: Specialty Underwrit-

ers, LLC, Oak Creek, Wisconsin
SERVICES: Renewing the Equipment

Maintenance
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December

31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$414,869 ($10,545 less than last year)

AWARED TO: Insurance Design,
Parsippany, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: Renewing the Vision
Plan with VSP

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$350,000(no change in rates)

AWARED TO: Insurance Design Ad-
ministrator (IDA) Florham Park, New
Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Third Party
Administrators Fee

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$150,000 (Decrease of $10,000)

AWARED TO: Delta Dental Insurance,
Parsippany, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: all contractual and ex-
clusionary employees

PERIOD: January1, 2008-December 31,
2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$572,595 in 2008(a 7% increase) and in
an amount not to exceed $589,245 in
2009(a 7% increase from last year)

AWARED TO: Healthplex, Uniondale,
New York

SERVICES: Renewing the HMO Dental
Insurance

PERIOD: January 8, 2008-December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$340,072per year (a 12% increase from
last year)

AWARED TO: Standard Insurance Com-
pany, Clark, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Disability In-
surance for both Short Term and Long
Term

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$154,700 the County’s liability is $100 per
employee (1,547 employees
x$100=$154,700). (No increase)

AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Company, Rockaway, New Jersey

SERVICES: Extending the Builders’ Rick
Policy for the Union County Arts Center

PERIOD: December 22, 2007-June 22,
2008

COSTS: for a total amount not to exceed
$15,150 (One time charge during the con-
struction period.)

AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Company, Hartford, Connecticut

SERVICES: Renewing the following
Bonds

Frank W. Padusniak, Jr., from January
1, 2008-December 31, 2008 in an amount
not to exceed $350

JoAnn Schwab, from December 31,
2007-December 30, 2008 in an amount
not to exceed $200

Joseph Bowe, from January 1, 2008-
December 31, 2008 in an amount not to
exceed $740.

Ralph Froehlich from December 31,
2007-December 30, 2010 in an amount
not to exceed $520

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $82.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1267
amending (Resolution No. 2007-863)
AWARDED TO: Roth Horowitz, LLC,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel for per-

sonnel affairs
COSTS: in an additional amount of

$17,000 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $107,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1228
amending (Resolution No.719-2005)
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates,

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: For construction ad-

ministration and inspection services and
for County Counsel support as it pertains
to the Esposito Farm Park development
project in Clark, New Jersey this is in
Conjunction with and for the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund.

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$228,153 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $461,795.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1258
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Productions, Hoboken New
Jersey

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 2008 Kids Kingdom Traveling
Jubilee Series taking place on: Festival at
Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield, New Jersey

PERIOD: June 7, 2008, Cedar Brook
Park, Plainfield, New Jersey; July 13, 2008,
the Loop, Watchung Reservation,
Mountainside, New Jersey; September 6,
2008 Nomahegan Park, Cranford, New
Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$93,340

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $27.54

   PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1232
AWARDED TO: Garden State Employ-

ment & Training Association, (GSETA)
SERVICES: to provide two-day training

at Union County College, Cranford New
Jersey, entitled Creating the Gateway to
Your One-Stop’s Services for the One-
Stop Staff. This training is necessary to
ensure that all One-Stop staff and other
County partners are aware of all the ser-
vices that are available to Union County
residents within the Department of Human
Services the training will take place from
8:30 am-3:30 pm.

PERIOD: January 29 & 30, 2008
COSTS: for a total cost $5,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1256
AWARDED TO: Winning Strategies

Washington, Washington, DC
SERVICES: for the purpose of develop-

ment a comprehensive strategy and to
assist Union County in the development of
proposals in pursuing funding opportuni-
ties at the federal level

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $150,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, January 14, 2008, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 8:00 pm in Coun-
cil Chambers to hear the Modification to
the original Site Plan of Francesco Sabatta,
Mezzogiorno Restaurant, 450 Park Av-
enue, Block 1105, Lot 2, B-2 Zone to retain
a mural (sign) located on the nominally
north side of the building.  The following
Variance is requested:

Section 23-3.4C-Sign Regulations; Al-
lowed: Maximum of five (5) percent of the
façade; Existing: 100% of the façade

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 12/27/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1214
AWARDED TO: US PASS (U.S. Post

Acute Service Solutions) Union, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: to increase the occu-
pancy of the Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal Rehabilitation Section by offering its
post-acute care services to people en-
rolled in Health insurance plans within
managed care organizations.

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2009

COSTS: in the amount of $47,688.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1251
AWARDED TO: PMK Group, Cranford,

New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide “on-call” en-

gineering services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December

31, 2008
COSTS: in an  amount  not to exceed

$210,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1236
amending (Resolution No.2007-1141)
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychological

Associates, Ridgewood, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: with all other terms of

the contract remaining the same
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December

31, 2007
COSTS: in an additional amount of

$2,125 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $9,625.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

MATTRESS SET

Double sided pillow top,
new plastic w/warranty.
Queen $165 King $250

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

HB, dresser & mirror
and 2 nite stands.

Value $1000 sacrifice $475.
Call (732) 259-6690

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Reliable, competent, trust worthy
male home health aide with great
references including doctors.
Please Call (908) 656-1602.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE FOR SALE

Westfield - Golf Course View
4 bdrm, 3.5 bth. Huge lot.

Gem in Wychwood. $1.35m
(908) 264-9343

MEDICAL OFFICE HELP

Part/Full time positions for
Westfield MD starting immedi-
ately. Insurance claim processing
and coding knowledge necessary.
Experience and computer knowl-
edge a must. Salary and benefits
commensurate with experience.

Reply by e-mail to:
westfieldmd@yahoo.com PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/20/07

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1234
AWARDED TO: P.R.O.C.E.E.D, Inc

Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide rental assistance

to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: January1, 2008-December 31,

2008
COSTS: in the amount of $135,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/20/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1241
AWARDED TO: Paige Plus, LLC, Tren-

ton, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

contract management and supervision to
the Union County Jail for a three month

PERIOD: December 21, 2007-March
20, 2008

COSTS: for a monthly fee of $15,000
per month, for a not to exceed total of
$45,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/27/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46
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Drama Course Highlights
Talents of Each Child

WESTFIELD – Students in grades
3 to 6 who have an interest in the
performing arts can participate in
the Creative Drama and Performance
Workshop, sponsored by the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA).

Donna Stein directs and authors
the production, which she individu-
ally crafts for the children enrolled
that semester.

“I like to write the play myself, so
that it suits the particular group of
children in the workshop,” she said.
“Everyone wants to have a signifi-
cant part. Everyone wants to play an
interesting character.”

She added, “There are many things
we forget in life, but most of us never
forget the experience of being on
stage in front of an audience.”

This performance class will be held
from 3:30 until 5 p.m. on Tuesdays,
beginning January 8, at the First Bap-
tist Church, located at 170 Elm Street
in Westfield.

The nine-session course consists

of exercises and activities intended to
develop the child’s ability in charac-
terization.

Early classes will focus on move-
ment, concentration, pantomime,
improvisation, dialogue, character
and story development, while the
second half of the workshop will shift
to the production.

Rehearsals will take place on March
12 and13, culminating in a perfor-
mance for family and friends on
March 14 at 7 p.m.

Ms. Stein has taught in the
Westfield public school system and
has been a staff member in the cre-
ative writing and drama departments
at the Westfield Summer Workshop.
In the past, she has judged New Jer-
sey high-school productions as an
evaluator for the Paper Mill Play-
house Rising Star Awards Program.

Registration is currently in
progress, and application forms are
available at the NJWA studios, lo-
cated at 150-152 East Broad Street,
or (908) 789-9696.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHUE-GAZING...Above, Leader/Times reporter Christie Storms and Andrew
Shue discuss Gracie’s significance to the Shue family.

COFFEE TALK...Leader/Times movie critic Michael Goldberger, left, speaks to
Ira Lewis, center, after the screening of Chinese Coffee, as Leader/Times arts and
entertainment writer Susan M. Dougherty takes notes.

NBC Photo: Justin Lubin
WELL ‘BEE’HAVED...Former Westfield resident Pamela Gross participates on
NBC’s “Singing Bee,” hosted by former ‘N Sync band member Joey Fatone. Ms.
Gross spoke to the newspaper in August after walking away with $10,000 by showing
off her skills at recalling lyrics and singing along karaoke-style with popular music.

ject of a recently released book by
Barbara Kukla entitled “Sounds of
Music: The Dolores Collins Ben-
jamin Story.”

Ms. Kukla and Mrs. Benjamin have
known each other for almost 40 years.
Ms. Kukla, who lives in West Orange,
began to visit Mrs. Benjamin on a
daily basis after Mrs. Benjamin came
to live at Scotch Plains’ Ashbrook
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

Much of “Sounds of Music” was
written in
Ashbrook’s gar-
den courtyard,
which hosted a
book party in her
honor during the
summer.

At the party, Ms.
Kukla told the
newspaper, “When
I first told ‘De’ that
I wanted to write a
book about her
life, she told me
she wasn’t wor-
thy,” said Ms.
Kukla.

“ W r i t i n g
‘Sounds of Music’
has been a magical
journey,” she said.

~ M a r y l o u
Morano

July marked the 10th-annual Play
for P.I.N.K. golf tournament, lun-
cheon and fundraiser held at the
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club
in Scotch Plains.

“Play for P.I.N.K.,” (Prevention,
Immediate diagnosis, New technol-
ogy, Knowledge) a grassroots orga-
nization that uses lifestyle and sport-
ing events to raise funds for breast-
cancer research, donates 100 percent
of all proceeds to its partner, the Breast
Cancer Research Foundation
(BCRF).

After 18 rounds of golf by nearly
half of the 150 women in attendance,
the event raised more than $46,000
for BCRF.

~Linda Condrillo

August

After fending off a morass of ob-
stacles to create his movie, including
having to diminish the role of an actor
charged with second-degree murder
a year after filming, first-time direc-
tor and East Hanover native Robert
Greenberg saw Saturday Morning hit
the big screen over the summer at the
Tribeca Grand Hotel in New York
City. In August, he sat down with the

newspaper and re-
counted fall days
in 2004, filming on
Westfield streets.

He remembered
how Elm and
Quimby Streets
were filled with
camera crews and
actors like Joey
Piscopo (the son of
Joe Piscopo of
“Saturday Night
Live” fame) after
Mr. Greenberg
chose the town as
one of the back-
drops for his fan-
tasy/comedy.

During an inter-
view with The
Leader/The Times
this summer, Mr.

Greenberg explained why he chose
Westfield for one of the film’s loca-
tions.

“I was a big fan of ‘Ed’,” he said,
referring to the NBC comedy/drama
that also filmed in Westfield in previ-
ous years. “When I was writing the
outdoor scenes for Saturday Morn-
ing, I had Westfield in mind.”

Mr. Greenberg described Saturday
Morning, which also stars George
Wendt (“Cheers”) and Louis
Mandylor (My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding) as “a very funny comedy, some-
where along the same vein as Ground-
hog Day (starring Bill Murray and
Andie MacDowell).”

~Michelle H. LePoidevin

Michael Pollack compiled the list.
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DANCING THE HORNPIPE…Billy Bigelow (Alex Diaz) watches from the pier
as Jigger – Michael Campbell, of Clifside Park, second from right – leads the
chorus dancing the Hornpipe in this summer’s New Jersey Youth Theatre
production of Carousel in July. Dancers, from left to right, are Danielle Mondi,
Jennifer Kujawski and Stephen Markowski of Westfield,  Peter Surace of Scotch
Plains, Campbell and Desmond Thorne from Maplewood.

Abby Ryan for The Leader/Times
JAZZ EXPOSURE...Linda Ipanema
of New York sings at the Baptist Church
during the “Sweet Sounds Downtown”
Jazz Festival in July.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

It is an interesting irony that I Am
Legend, ostensibly a sci-fi update of the
fantasy once pondered by “Robinson
Crusoe,” is not the lone, contemporary
variation on the theme. The hypothesis
has allure. It’s liberating to be the Earth’s
sole resident. Sure, you’re on your own.
But then, there’s no one telling you to
pick up your socks, either.

Harry Belafonte was the Pennsylvania
coal miner who survived a nuclear holo-
caust in The World, the Flesh and the
Devil (1959); Charlton Heston’s Dr. Rob-
ert Neville had a go at the solitary life in
Omega Man (1971), and now this permu-
tation presents Will Smith as the last man
standing. Of course the rub, in all cases, is
that they are not alone.

That’s the hook. It is the conjecture that
it is far more frightening to find out you
are not alone than actually being alone.
Heretofore, you had the whole place to
yourself. A few more weeks and you’d be
making a computer out of coconuts. But
now, there’s this interloper. And, thus,
the age-old need to discern whether friend
or foe.

Unfortunately, Mr. Smith’s Dr./Colo-
nel Neville experiences no such conun-
drum with the first group of beings he
encounters. Alas, they are zombies…CGI-
created ghouls that evoke Edvard Munch’s
“The Scream.” They’ll feed on your blood
without giving it a second thought. Truth
is, they don’t do much thinking at all.

And while we’re counting blessings,
as the general rule goes for this undeni-
able underclass of killer virus survivor,
they can’t come out and do their darnedest
until after dark. Which explains the armor
plate and other such precautionary but-
tresses the good doctor has installed for
the nighttime fun at his Washington
Square Park townhouse.

Unnaturally, the repulsive creatures
certainly try to make up for lost time
every evening. Outside, they moan and
howl. While inside, in his bulletproof
glass-enclosed lab/safe room, Robert
Neville endlessly toils to find an antidote
for the scourge that has befallen human-
kind.

Mr. Smith puts in a journeyman perfor-
mance, though a script rife with inconsis-
tencies and flaws compromises him. But
that doesn’t deter Abbey, the talented
German shepherd who plays his compan-
ion, Sam (for Samantha), from stealing
the show. One touching metaphor the
thespian pup contributes to the mix can’t
help but give you, uh, pause.

Granted, there’s tension and action

aplenty. It’s just that the appurtenances
and systems Dr. Neville has surrounded
himself with prove a recurring concern.
After all, this isn’t “Gilligan’s Island,”
where we accepted the Professor supply-
ing all manner of Rube Goldberg contrap-
tion and invention so that exile might be
just a little more comfortable.

Admittedly, a little whimsy in this area
is integral to the plot. We can’t help but
contemplate just how we might fare if
banished to our own forsaken world, what
we’d create. There is an implied conceit
revolving around that word, create…as in
creator. The writing must walk a very
slim tightrope if it is to achieve the right
sense of credibility.

But here, all too often the futuristic tall
tale topples headlong into Mr. Smith’s
safety net of charm and likeability. The
all-important suspension of disbelief is
never realized.

There’s also a problem of story struc-
ture. To explain just how the Earth has
come to this worst disaster since the flood,
director Francis Lawrence employs flash-
backs. A newscast informs of a doctor’s
cure for cancer. But the fix goes awry,
unleashing a deadly virus, an apocalyptical
pox on civilization. Precious little time
exists to prepare for the worst.

Problem is, while the cacophonous,
hysteria-describing recollections do im-
part some information important to the
story, there is a nerve-jangling gratu-
itousness to it. Indeed, there was suffer-
ing. But that’s a fait accompli. More dra-
matically effective would have been omi-
nous hints at the past, with the anxiety
quotient reserved for the unknown future.

And then there’s the other element. It’s
no real surprise to us, but definitely a
shock for the scientist who broadcasts a
daily message to “anyone out there,” in-
forming he’s at the South Street Seaport
daily at high noon for a meet and greet.
While the predictable upshot is handled
well enough, it’s here that a little flight of
fancy might have profited the plot.

This repeated failure to know where
and where not to take license underscores
the film’s lack of adventurousness. It is
cataclysm by the numbers, myopically
faithful to the source material and lacking
in the sort of breakaway vision that results
in sublime sci-fi. Hence, while occasion-
ally diverting, I Am Legend hardly makes
for memorable moviegoing.

* * *
I Am Legend, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Francis
Lawrence and stars Will Smith, Alice
Braga and Abbey. Running time: 101
minutes.

‘Blank Canvas’ Raises
Money for Arts Center

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The second-annual
“Blank Canvas Benefit: For Art’s
Sake” fundraiser held by the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey (VACNJ)
earlier in the month focused on the
creative potential of the blank canvas.

A total of 150 established and
emerging artists participated in the
event, whose proceeds will go to-
wards VACNJ’s education and out-
reach program.

Those artists taking part in the event
had associated themselves with
VACNJ in one way or another over
the last few years; many had shown
their work in VACNJ galleries or have
taught VACNJ art classes.

Each participating artist received
an 11-by-14 foot blank canvas and
created an original work of art that
could be auctioned off at the Blank
Canvas Benefit fundraiser.

As was the case with last year’s
exhibit, blank-canvas artwork ranged
from painting to collage to photogra-
phy and other means of artistic ex-
pression.

The artwork consisted of many
abstract pieces, while others identi-
fied emerging trends, such as light-
reflective art.

All pieces of artwork were sold
through a silent auction, with bids
that started at $150 and rose in incre-
ments of $50.

Local artists participating in the
Blank Canvas Benefit included Terry
Willner of Westfield, Clara Manheim
and Debra Livingston of Scotch Plains
and Cynthia Smith Weiss of
Mountainside.

Danielle Mick of Parsippany,
VACNJ’s director of education, also
created a piece of art for Blank Can-
vas.

“I am very pleased to be included

in this event to help support VACNJ
outreach,” she said.

According to Laura Notaro, VACNJ
communications coordinator, last
year’s Blank Canvas Benefit  event
raised more than $90,000.

These funds allow VACNJ to offer
educational outreach programs free
of charge to the community’s most
vulnerable members, she said.

Some of the outreach programs
include “After School Special Arts”
for 13- to 22-year-olds from Union,
Essex and Morris Counties who have
learning disabilities; visual-art ses-
sions to children in grades K through
12 who live in the Summit Housing
Authority’s Glenwood Street and
Weaver Street housing and visual-
arts classes to members of the Boys
and Girls Club of Newark.

“Our outreach is wide and far,” Ms.
Notaro said.

Ann Schaffer, adviser and teacher
to young collectors, served as this
year’s Blank Canvas Benefit curator.

She is a Contemporary Arts Coun-
cil member of the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, a trustee and chair of the Art
Committee of the Montclair Art Mu-
seum and a member of the Photogra-
phy Committee of the Guggenheim
Museum.

“Having just returned from Art
Miami/Basel, the country’s largest
international-art fair, I am thrilled to
say that the works of art here tonight,
and the extensive backgrounds of the
artists participating in Blank Canvas
truly rival the best of the 12 fairs I
recently attended,” Ms. Schaffer said.

“It was a pleasure getting wonder-
ful art from juried artists, many of
whom show at international galler-
ies,” she continued.

To learn more about VACNJ and its
outreach programs, visit
artcenternj.org or call (908) 273-9121.

TEAR DOWN THIS WALL…Cranford homeowners Chris and Rob Miskewitz
were selected for the HGTV show “Don’t Sweat It” with host Steve Watson for a
two-day filming of three chosen home-improvement projects. Above, HGTV’s
“Don’t Sweat It” carpenter and crew member Jimmy Little works with home-
owner Rob Miskewitz in tearing down the pony wall around the second-floor
stairwell to make way for a brand new banister railing and built-in book shelves.

Westfield Resident Davis
Elected to SCMC Board

WESTFIELD – Pianist Lenore
Fishman Davis of Westfield, founder
and director of the Arbor Chamber
Music Society, has been elected to
Suburban Community Music Center’s
(SCMC) board of directors.

Located in New Providence, SCMC
provides music education, perfor-
mance and music-therapy program-
ming to more than 2,000 infants, chil-
dren, adults and seniors each year.

A graduate of The Juilliard School
and Indiana University, Ms. Davis
has performed since 17 as a soloist
and chamber musician throughout the
United States, Europe and Israel.

“We are extremely honored to have
Lenore join our volunteer board of
directors,” said Mark Riggleman,
executive director. “She brings such a
wealth of knowledge about music
education and performance program-
ming, and is highly regarded through-
out the music world.”

Ms. Davis began playing piano at 3
and, at 9, entered the Juilliard Prepa-
ratory Division, where she majored
in composition. At Indiana Univer-
sity, she studied with Menahem
Pressler, one of the world’s most dis-
tinguished and honored musicians.

She has enjoyed a multi-faceted
career as a soloist, chamber musician
and music director. Her performances
have been broadcast over Swiss and
German radio and television, as well
as locally on WQXR, WNYC and
PBS. In 1991, Ms. Davis founded the
Arbor Chamber Music Society.

She has performed with the St.
Lawrence String Quartet, the
Brentano String Quartet, Jennifer Koh
and Todd Palmer. Ms. Davis ran the
series for 13 years, continually build-
ing her audience and roster of guest
artists.

“I put a great deal of effort into
developing the educational compo-
nent of the chamber group,” Ms. Davis
said. “We offered pre-concert lec-
tures, brought the performances into
the schools and enjoyed creating op-
portunities for the audience to get up
close to the performance.”

“Music education includes nurtur-
ing, developing the love and apprecia-
tion of music and enhancing the whole
human being through music,” she
added. “Suburban Community Music
Center is committed to this process,
and that’s why I’m pleased to serve on
the board of directors,” she said.

Sergeant’s Downtime in Iraq
Becomes Music to Loved Ones’ Ears

ARMY STRONG...The 23-year-old son of Javier and Donna Perez-Santalla of
Mountainside, Nicholas Perez-Santalla enlisted in the Army shortly after the
World Trade Center attacks. To combat feelings of homesickness – instead of
writing letters back home – he turned a passion for music into a CD that even
garnered the attention of CNN.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

I Am Legend:
Not one for the Annals

Michael J. Pollack
for The Leader/ Times

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Since Viet-
nam, it’s hard to think of a song about
war that wasn’t opposed to it. With the
constant reporting about the bloodshed
in Iraq, it’s refreshing to hear anything
positive emerge from the war-torn coun-
try.

While stationed in Baghdad, Nicho-
las Perez-Santalla captured his emo-
tions by creating music for the entire
world to hear, rather than opting for the
traditional hand-written letters home to
family and friends.

The 23-year-old son of Javier and
Donna Perez-Santalla of Mountainside
enlisted in the Army shortly after the
World Trade Center attacks.

The Westfield Leader and The Times
caught up with the soldier, recently on
leave for Thanksgiving. From his
parent’s home, he spoke about his life
in the military and how he’s managed to
mesh his free time with his love of
music, while staying in touch from
overseas.

Utilizing two keyboards, two gui-
tars, a guitar processor and a drum
machine, Sgt. Perez-Santalla recorded
a CD, “Letters Home,” while stationed
at Camp Liberty.

Sgt. Perez-Santalla told the newspa-
per, “Iraq was an opportunity to utilize
everything I had because when you
have downtime in Iraq, you have down-
time. At the age of 19 or 20 when I wrote
the CD, it was the start of everything.”

And while he chuckles at his voice
not being up to snuff on his first project,
“Letters Home” garnered worldwide
attention. “I wasn’t sitting down writ-
ing songs; I was sitting down express-

ing emotion,”he said.
Interviewed on CNN in 2005, Perez-

Santalla said, “My feelings [about be-
ing] here in Baghdad are – I’d like to be
home. I feel these [songs] are ‘modern
letters home…’ I’m proud to be doing
what I’m doing in the military, serving
my country, but I’d rather be home with
my family.”

He added, “When I record and play
music here, it takes me out of the envi-
ronment that I’m in and puts me in
whole different world and puts me in a
place where I’m comfortable, and I can
remember where I want to be.”

Speaking about a song entitled
“Home,” Perez-Santalla said in a sub-

sequent interview with Public Affairs
Radio in Iraq that, “In the chorus of the
song, the words ‘I wish the wind would
come and blow me home’ – that’s pretty
much the whole thought of it. I really
wish the wind would come and blow
me home.”

Part jazz, part rock, part pop, Sgt.
Perez-Santalla’s music is akin to the
pop songs of John Mayer, functioning
as personal tales of emotion, with lyrics
that speak for themselves. The song
below, “Shooting Star,” started it all. A
snippet:
“Wrote a song today,
what’s it matter anyway?
I’m stuck in the sand in this far-away land
But you love the sand,
like to pick it up in your hand
And go swimming in the sea,
but it’s hard for me,
There’s no ocean where I am,
no ocean where I am
I wanna be where you are,
no matter how far,
I wanna know where you are,
Take me there,
I’ll catch a ride on a shooting star”

Always a gentleman, and now a ser-
geant who has served in both Iraq and
Afghanistan, Perez-Santalla has reen-
listed and is presently stationed in Italy
at NATO headquarters, although he
said, “the probability of me leaving for
Afghanistan again sometime after the
holidays is high.” (NATO is a rapid-
deploy unit).

He told The Leader/Times that he
tends to get more homesick while in
Italy than when in Afghanistan or Iraq.

“I find myself missing America more
when I am in Italy because my com-
rades are all American in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan,” he said. “In Italy, I grow
more patriotic everyday, and I have a

very large flag in my apartment.”
When the newspaper asked Sgt.

Perez-Santalla what people back home
could do for soldiers, he said, “The
answer is support...regardless of view-
points, support the troops. Recognition
is all that is desired from the men and
women of the armed forces.”

Websites like adoptasoldier.com
and anysoldier.com are a great place
to start. But first, you might want to
visit nickperez.com, have a listen to
the new music or just say ‘hi.’ New
CDs should be available sometime
next year.

Here’s hoping the wind blows you
back home soon, Nick. Godspeed.
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PUT ME IN, COACH...At the premiere of Gracie, which took place in Maplewood, longtime Columbia High School (South
Orange) soccer coach Gene Chyzowych smiles after Elisabeth Shue takes the soccer-ball handoff from her brother, Andrew.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COFFEE BREAK...Jamie Lynn Drohan,  the director of operations, host and
producer for Westfield and Union’s local Comcast cable networks, interviews
Westfield resident Ira Lewis, the writer of play-turned-movie Chinese Coffee,
which was shown in a special screening at then-Northside Trattoria.

Courtesy of Tim Glynn
AT PLAY...The Crossroads in Garwood hosted a benefit concert in memory of
Jonathan Walsweer, a 38-year-old Westfield resident who perished while diving
off Key Largo, Fla., in March. The concert raised money for the children of Mr.
Walsweer and wife, Regina, to attend college. Above, The Play Trains’ Pat and
Tim Glynn, brother-in-law of Mrs. Walsweer, entertain the crowd.

Thursday Jan. 3, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Saturday Jan. 5, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Monday Jan. 7, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  JAN. 7

Wed., Jan. 2 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Jan. 5 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Jan. 5 @ 2:00 pm for experienced
or by appointment.
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May

The third-annual Movies in May
Film Festival took place at multiple
sites this year, including the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Television Studio, Fanwood
Memorial Library and Scotch Plains
Public Library.

This year’s festival featured a new
twist, as filmmakers made public ser-
vice announcements (PSA) promot-
ing the two libraries’ alliance.

High-school student Jeremy
Cimafonte, who spliced old footage
with exciting graphics and edited it
into a new short, took home first in
the PSA competition.

~Michelle H. LePoidevin

Later in the month, the Westfield
High School gymnasium hosted the
annual K-12 art show. Artistic pieces
lined one of the sidewalls and were
spread throughout the room in a maze-
like arrangement that helped lead on-
lookers to each individual section.
Upon entering, visitors would notice
the colorful paper cutouts and shapes
created by second-grade students. An
enormous sculpture by an eighth-
grade class, decorated with bits of
watercolor paint trays and shards of
CDs, could be seen from anywhere in

the room. A film made in a graphic-
design class flashed images condemn-

ing censorship while haunting music
played in the background.

Art teacher Annora Happe-Conway

described the selection process, say-
ing, “We choose pieces based on
craftsmanship and how well an as-
signment is completed. We also look
for samples of different types of
work.”

~Georgia Mierswa

June

In June, actors and siblings
Elisabeth and Andrew Shue returned
home for the premiere of their new
movie, Gracie, based on Elisabeth’s
perseverance in fulfilling her dream
of playing competitive soccer as a
youth and the Shue family’s struggle
to cope with the tragic loss of their
brother William. The South Orange
natives arrived at Maplewood The-
ater for the premiere, which raised
more than $100,000 to renovate the
Columbia High School (South Or-
ange) athletic facilities.

“This is the highlight,” producer
and co-star Andrew Shue told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. “To
come home and be able to celebrate
our youth in a film…it’s very mean-
ingful.”

After everyone was seated, Andrew
addressed the crowded theater, de-
scribing Gracie as “the most expen-
sive home movie ever made.” The
entire production was filmed in vari-
ous locations throughout New Jersey,
including Maplewood and Westfield,
where a residence stands in for the
Shues’ former home in South Or-
ange. Filming on Lawrence Avenue
took place in the fall of 2006.

~Christie Storms

In Mid-June, then-Northside
Trattoria hosted a screening of Chi-
nese Coffee, a play-turned-movie
written by Westfield resident Ira
Lewis.

Chinese Coffee was first produced
as a stage play at the Actor’s Studio in
New York, where Mr. Lewis played
one of the two leads.

“Roy Scheider came to one of the
performances,”
Mr. Lewis recalled
for the intimate au-
dience at the
Trattoria, “and told
me afterwards that
Al Pacino stood
and watched the
whole play. I later
found out that
Pacino wanted to
do the play; he very
much wanted it for
himself because
the world of these
characters spoke to
him on such a per-
sonal level.”

Trattoria owners
Chris and Tim
Boyle provided
cocktails and
theme-related hors
d’oeuvres of rice
dumplings, tuna
and other delica-
cies.

Stuart Snowden
of Stuart’s Audio/
Visual in Westfield
and his crew
worked to turn the
r e s t a u r a n t ’ s
backroom into a
giant screening
room and placed a
plasma TV in the
front room of the
restaurant for the
overflow viewing
area.

Mr. Lewis said
Chinese Coffee,
which stars Pacino
and the late Jerry
Orbach, is about
“the struggle to
stay true to your
own nature in a
world that is relent-
lessly trying to de-
nature you.”

On June 19, the
film was released
on DVD in a boxed
collection of
Pacino’s most per-
sonal work.

~Susan M. Dougherty

Westfield’s The Play Trains, the
Brothers Band and Nate Brown took
the stage at The Crossroads in
Garwood on June 9 to raise money in
memory of Westfield resident
Jonathan Walsweer, 38, who had tragi-

cally passed away in March while
exploring the U.S.S. Spiegel Grove, a
510-foot-long former Navy support
ship off Key Largo, Fla.

Profits from the benefit concert
went to the William and Nicholas
Walsweer Scholarship Fund to offset
the costs of college education for Mr.
Walsweer’s two sons, who are 5 and
7.

Tim, Mrs. Walsweer’s brother-in-
law, came up with the idea of turning

the show into a
benefit concert.
“When bad things
happen, we all
want to do some-
thing,” Tim told
The Leader/Times.

“The love and
support of this
community has
been fantastic. We
all really appreci-
ate it,” Tim said.

~Cassie Lo

July

The summer
months brought
the annual classic-
car shows, movies
and concerts in the
parks, downtown
jazz grooving on
Westfield street
corners and
weekly entertain-
ment coming to the
Village Green in
Scotch Plains.
While local resi-
dents soaked up all
the activities, the
newspaper made
sure not to miss the
opportunity to
meet a few amaz-
ing local women
and hear their sto-
ries...

In 1939,
Dolores ‘De’
Collins Benjamin,
from her Newark
living room,
founded a choral
group for young
African-American
men.

Nearly seven
decades later, Mrs.
Benjamin’s group
– the North Jersey
P h i l h a r m o n i c
Glee Club
(NJPGC) – is the
oldest African-
American arts or-
ganization in the

state.
Because of the work of Mrs. Ben-

jamin, now 94, her role in the found-
ing of the NJPGC became the sub-

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE...Dolores ‘De’ Collins Benjamin, above, the founder of
a choral group for African-American youth in 1939, tells her story in Barbara
Kukla’s “Sounds of Music.” Mrs. Benjamin, a resident at Ashbrook Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains, continues to conduct during the center’s
book party held in her honor.
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Paula PearlPaula PearlPaula PearlPaula PearlPaula Pearl

Golden Field

Steve WillisSteve WillisSteve WillisSteve WillisSteve Willis

Self Portrait

One sure sign that spring has ar-
rived in the Scotch Plains area is the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion (SPFAA) Members’ Show, exhib-
ited annually at the Scotch Plains Li-
brary.

This year, the show welcomed ap-
proximately 50 pieces of members’ art-
work. The submissions vied for awards
in six artistic categories.

Paula Pearl of Fanwood won first
place in pastels for “Golden Field,” a
reproduction of a digital photograph
taken of a field in Tewksbury, below.

Steve Willis earned first place in the
graphic category for his graphite “Self
Portrait,” above.

SATURDAY MORNING LIVE...Joey Piscopo, son of Joe Piscopo of “Saturday
Night Live” fame, left, and George Wendt spend some quality time in Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park during the shooting of Saturday Morning in 2004.

WAR AND PEACE...In May, the Choral Art Society of New Jersey, under the
direction of James Little, held a program featuring Franz Joseph Haydn’s
“Theresienmesse” and Ralph Vaughan Williams’ arrangement of juxtaposed
poetry about war and peace, entitled “Dona Nobis Pacem.”
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the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times


