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We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Wayne Baker, Fred K. Lecomte, Horace Corbin and Ingrid McKinley  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAST-PACED ACTION (February 8)…At left, Rod Black of Fanwood, assists Neil Sullivan of Westfield, left, as they broom away impediments to the stone launched by Don Greb, center, of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in the challenge
match against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of Scotland. The Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their 10-state tour last weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five years. WHERE
WOULD HE HAVE ENDED UP? (May 10)...Customers congratulate Helen and Peter Rentoulis, owners of Vicki’s Diner in Westfield. Mrs. Rentoulis became suspicious when an 88-year-old customer appeared disheveled the last few times he stopped in and
described a newfound friend who was handling his finances and running errands for him. Mrs. Rentoulis alerted the man’s local bank and found out there were questionable activities. She alerted the police; their work resulted in the arrest of four Elizabeth
residents for defrauding the elderly man. FIRED UP (May 31)…Westfield firefighter personnel received service awards in May. Volunteer firefighter Daniel Kelly Sr., standing with his sons, Deputy Chief David Kelly, left, and Fire Chief Daniel Kelly
Jr., right, receives the Distinguished Volunteer Service Award for 50 years of service. YOU MAKE RACE-TIME SO MUCH FUN (May 10)…Hundreds of spectators line up to watch 3,000 rubber ducks race in Mindowaskin Pond as part of a fundraiser
for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) research. The race was the culmination of a festival in the Westfield park that included fresh-made baked goods for sale, face painting, tattoos and games for attendees young and old.

The Year in Review 2007: Part 1 – January to June

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELD OF DREAMS (March 29)…Inset, Garwood residents express their
opinions on proposed improvements to James V. Guerriero Memorial Field at a
March council meeting. The proposed plan is shown above.

David B. Corbin for The Leader/Times
FULFILLING A DREAM AT ATLAN-
TIC CITY (March 8)…Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior Pat Mineo
lifts his arms in triumph after claiming a 5-
1 decision over Mark Hague of Kingsway to
place in the “Elite Eight” in the 145-lb class
at the NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City
March 2-4.

-ment and that the officer would re-
tire from the police force “in late
2007.” In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed liti-
gation against the town, alleging he
was harassed and retaliated against
after he reported information to town
officials per the town’s whistleblower

policy. The town suspended Mr.
Kasko with pay on July 7, 2006, for
making “false statements of material
facts to superior officers during an
administrative hearing while under
oath” during a disciplinary hearing
held in May 2006, as well as for
statements allegedly made during a

police investigation conducted by
superior officers.

Recreation Commission Chairman
William Palatucci anticipated that the
$2.5-million upgrade of Memorial
Park’s recreation facilities would be-
gin by the fall of 2008.

Mountainside
The borough council adopted a $3-

million bond ordinance for road im-
provements, increased pool member-
ship fees and made appointments to
the borough’s planning board. Offi-
cials said the bond would be used
toward the third phase of the borough’s
road-improvement program.

Scotch Plains
Charlie Brown’s officials said they

anticipated having a newly built res-
taurant open by Labor Day. Scotch
Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis said
the cause of the fire “remain[ed] un-
determined, and the fire is considered
to be of accidental origin.”

At  a Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
meeting, Business Administrator An-
thony DelSordi recommended that
the district put a $1.575-million bond
referendum to voters in September to
support improvement to the district’s
high-school athletic fields.

The township council agreed to
move forward on a more substantive
exploration of establishing a Special

Improvement District (SID) for the
downtown-business district. Noting
that enhancement of the downtown
has been on the municipal agenda for
three decades, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who led the effort three years
ago to establish a SID, said the busi-
ness district “has not lived up to its
potential.”

The board of education approved,
by a 7-0-1 tally, a $2-million bond
referendum for voters to cast ballots
on when voting in April’s election.

The bond referendum slated funds
to cover Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s athletic fields with artificial
turf and improve the track.

The township council began a se-
ries of budget meetings about the
$23.3-million municipal-spending
recommendations Township Manager
Thomas Atkins put forth.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-

ough council received an update on
plans for a local Transfer Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) program, with
one eye on fostering historic property
preservation and the other on South
Avenue’s economic redevelopment.
“After more than one-and-a-half years
[of work], now we’re kind of at the
end of the tunnel on this project,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Residents attended a special plan-
ning board meeting to hear a presen-
tation on the North Martine Avenue
land-use study. The study, presented
by Paul Ricci of T&M Associates,
was conducted to determine whether
language in the borough’s master plan
should be changed to clarify particu-
lar zoning issues.

The borough council adopted an
amendment to
the business-reg-
istration ordi-
nance passed in
July 2006. The
amendment, de-
veloped based on
input from the
Fanwood Busi-
ness and Profes-
sional Associa-
tion, reduced the
burdens on busi-
nesses.

The amend-
ment kept the
o r i g i n a l
ordinance’s in-
tent, permitting
borough officials
to contact the
business owners
in an emergency
and understand
what occurs at
the location.
Business regis-
tration costs $25 for two years, with
renewals costing $10.

Area
Union County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi warned Union County
homeowners of a reported scam in-
volving the purchase of property
deeds.

Local police departments were on
the lookout for a serial bank robber
who had hit 10 banks in Union, Essex
and Morris counties since September

2006. Dubbed the “hat-wearing ban-
dit,” the robber wore different types
of hats in each of his robberies and
attacked mostly Commerce Banks.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow later announced the cre-
ation of a special task force to catch
the bank robber.

The Union County freeholders
voted to approve an amendment to

the Union
County Solid
Waste Manage-
ment Plan to in-
clude the Dela-
ware and
Hudson Railway
Company, Inc.
(D&H) for the
transportation of
cons t ruc t ion ,
demolition and
bulky waste.
D&H currently
handles the same
type of waste for
Essex County
under a five-year
contract that be-
gan on January
1, 2006.

The Union
County Watch-
dog Association
announced it
would post com-
plete video cov-

erage of Union County freeholder
meetings on its website,
unioncountywatchdog.org.

A retired sergeant in the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office filed a
lawsuit against the office and county,
alleging he was passed over for pro-
motions due to his ethnicity.

Edgardo Ortiz of Bloomfield, a His-
panic, charged that although he was
named acting commander of the Ad-
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