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BAKER, ALLEMAN, TAYLOR MAKE ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Raider Footballers Answered
Early Questions, Finished 7-4

DUGAN, WANSAW, SELERT MAKE ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Blue Devil Gridmen Stepped
Forward Again, Finished 7-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistent defensive pressure en-
abled the Westfield High School foot-
ball team to take another step for-
ward, be in contention for the confer-
ence title, win its first playoff game
since 2001 and finish with a 7-4
record.

That step began with a 27-13 vic-
tory over Linden in the season opener
but, after a 17-14 stumble against
Cranford at Gary Kehler Stadium the
following week, the Blue Devils tuned
up for a showdown with Union by
trampling Kearny, 44-7. After march-
ing over the Farmers, 16-0, they had
a gallant effort in a 20-13 loss to 6-0
Irvington.

The biggest leap, however, came at
Williams Field in Elizabeth, when
spectacular displays from the Blue

Devils’ special teams and swarming
defense, earned them a 13-7 victory
on October 19, their first victory over
Elizabeth in 23 years. The following
week, the defense accounted for two
touchdowns and kept the Malcolm X.
Shabazz Bulldogs’ offense in poor
field position most of the game en
route to a 33-7 victory.

After a stinging, 28-14 loss to rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the Blue Dev-
ils recovered to sting the Bees of
Bayonne, 21-8, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 play-
offs at Kehler Stadium on November
10, their first playoff win since a 7-0
victory over host Morristown on No-
vember 11, 2001. After falling, 31-0 to
powerful Piscataway, the Blue Devils
nipped Plainfield, 28-27, on Thanks-
giving Day.

“We went into the season with two
goals. We wanted build on last year’s
success and be in contention for a
conference title, and we wanted to win
a playoff game. We competed all year
long. I feel we accomplished it,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.
“We had some great defensive games.
Union, obviously Elizabeth, Shabazz
and Bayonne were probably our best.
Our defense was the key.”

At defensive end, John Dugan,
named First Team All-Union County

(UC), led the team in tackles with 47
and tackles for losses with 11, while
adding four sacks and two fumble
recoveries.

“Dugan, without a doubt, was our
best player this year,” said DeSarno.
“He started the season hurt. He wasn’t
100 percent until the Kearny game.
He played big in big games. Every

game plan we put in, he followed.
Great instincts!”

Linebacker TJ Mruz made 44 tack-
les, seven for losses, and had two
sacks. Linebackers Joe Vall-Llobera
(2 interceptions, 8 tackles for losses)
and Scott Newman (4 for losses, 2
fumble recoveries) each made 33 tack-
les. Tackle John DiIorio (9 for loss),
who led in sacks with five, and end
Willie Johnson (10 for loss and a
fumble recovery for a TD) each made
31 tackles. Linebacker Mike
Wikander had 27 tackles and tackle
Ryan Scanlon had 24 assisted tack-
les. Manny Mills and Chris Sheehan
each had two interceptions.

“Willie Johnson, John DiIorio
played well. Scott Newman, TJ Mruz
our inside linebackers, we really im-
proved at that position from last year.
Mike Wikander didn’t play any var-
sity last year, stepped up,” DeSarno
said. “We didn’t give up as many big

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Questions about the success of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team were answered early
when the Raiders won four of their
first five games, which included shut-
outs over Malcolm X. Shabazz,
Plainfield and Linden, and when they
went on to carry a 6-2 record into the
playoffs.

The Raiders won their first playoff
game but missed the opportunity to
play for the title at Giants Stadium
after being nipped, 16-14 by South
Plainfield. After losing to Elizabeth
on Thanksgiving Day, the Raiders
finished with a respectable 7-4 record.

“We had only three returning start-

ers so, basically, it was a rebuilding
year,” said Raider Assistant Coach
Rich McGriff. “We had 11 first-time
starters and 22 first-time letter win-
ners this year.”

A major question was the offensive
and defensive lines that had gradu-
ated the bulk of the personnel last
year. However, seniors Mike Alleman
(All-Union County First Team), Joe
Blaes and Jason Boff stepped for-
ward to soften the concern. Alleman
led the line with 52 tackles and Boff
had a 28-yard touchdown (TD) inter-
ception against Westfield.

“That was our biggest concern. The
offensive line! Alleman, Blaes and
Boff really solidified the line,”
McGriff said.

With the reliable defensive line,

senior Keith Baker (All-UC First
Team and Player of the Year) and
linebackers Tim and Marcus Green
were able to severely pressure the
quarterback and throw running backs
for big losses. Baker, who will play
for Temple University, led the team
with 107 tackles and had an intercep-
tion that set up a TD against Linden.

“He’s a true D1 player. He’s a big
guy, who runs well and has the atti-
tude,” said McGriff.

Senior Tim Green had 83 tackles
and junior Marcus Green had 71, sev-
eral solo tackles, which prevented TDs.

“Marcus, being able to work with
Keith, is a natural. He can run. He can
jump. People have seen him run kids
down. He’s a very good athlete and a

very smart kid. You can make a high-
light film with some of the big hits
that he made. I think he’s a legitimate
big time player,” said McGriff, who
added. “Boff came in and did a great
job, very unselfish player. Defen-
sively, he stepped up and played as
well as anybody. Tim Green was all
over the field. He was everywhere.”

The offense got a very pleasant
surprise with the rushing success of
junior tailback Anthony Taylor (All-
UC First Team), who was a wide
receiver last year, and devastating
lead blocking of fullback Marcus
Green that fit in just right with senior
quarterback Mike Chervenyak, who
completed 103 of 150 pass attempts
for 1,270 yards, including 12 TDs
and six interceptions. Despite being
unable to play in the sectional game

Blue Devils Get Second
In Cron Hockey Tourney

By PAUL FITZHENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the first time in school history,
the Westfield Blue Devils High School
ice hockey team reached the champi-
onship final of the George T. Cron
Hockey Tournament but had to settle
for runner-up honors after dropping a
3-0 decision to the pre-tournament
favorite Morris Knolls Golden Eagles
on December 12.

The Golden Eagles lived up to their
billing as one of the top teams in the
state with a potent combination of
speed, puck control and disciplined
defense. Tournament MVP Owen
Vrabel opened the scoring at 12:06 of
the first period and Brett Hodson
scored just 16 seconds later to give
Morris Knolls a 2-0 lead. Albert
Abunza rounded out the scoring at
6:29 of the third period.

“It took a while for us to adjust to
their speed,” said Westfield Head Coach
Dennis Doherty. “They’re a top-five
team in the state and they showed it
right from the drop of the puck.”

Despite the loss, Doherty was
pleased with his team’s defensive play
including a strong performance by
goaltender Caitlin Whitlock, who
faced 28 shots in the game.

“We did a pretty good job contain-
ing their offense and we forced them
to take most of their shots from the

perimeter,” said Doherty, who noted
that the Blue Devils gave up only four
odd-man rushes during the entire game.

Westfield completed the game with
17 shots on goal, 10 of those in the
third period when the Blue Devils
enjoyed their best scoring chances
during back-to-back powerplay op-
portunities. The senior forward line
of Jimmy Bender, Craig Esposito and
Evan Einstein narrowly missed put-
ting the Blue Devils on the scoreboard
during the man advantage.

Bender finished the tournament as
Westfield’s top scorer with eight points
on three goals and five assists. Esposito
followed with four goals and two as-
sists, while Einstein had three goals
and two assists. Throughout the three-
game tournament, the Blue Devils
outscored their opponents, 16-3.

Westfield opened its regular sea-
son schedule this week with back-to-
back games against cross-town rivals
Cranford Cougars on Monday and
Wednesday at Warinanco Ice Skating
Center. On Monday, the Cougars
trailed 2-0 but scored five straight
goals to hang on to a 5-4 win. Last
season, Westfield swept the Cougars
in their two-game series that is tradi-
tionally one of the highlights of the
Westfield high school sports season.

“Now the season really begins,”
said Doherty.

High School Football
All-Group, All-UC:

All Group 3 & 4:
Westfield (W), Sc. Pl.-Fanwood (S)
1st Team (Defense): Keith Baker (S)
2nd Team (Defense): John Dugan (W)
3rd Team (Defense): Dan Selert (W),
Marcus Green (S)
2nd Team (Offense): Tommy Wansaw
(W), Anthony Taylor (S)
3rd Team (Offense) Mike Alleman (S)

All Union County:
1st Team (D): Dugan (W), Selert (W)
2nd Team: M. Green (S)
3rd Team: Tim Green (S), Scott
Newman (W)
1st Team (O): Wansaw (W), Baker (S),
Taylor (S)
2nd Team: Mike Chervenyak (S), Chris
Sheehan (W)
3rd Team: Tony DiIorio (W), Ricardo
Johnson (W), J.J. D’Agostaro (S)
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David B. Corbin (October 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOLID ON DEFENSE…Free safety Charlie Read, No. 25, was part of a highly
improved secondary for the Blue Devils this season.

David B. Corbin (September 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UC PLAYER OF THE YEAR…Raider Keith Baker, No. 44, was named The Star-
Ledger Union County Player of the Year.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

FANWOOD OLD WORLD CHARM $389,000
This delightful Cape style home boasts classic old world charm combined with tasteful
upgrades and amenities.  Set in a picturesque location of winding tree-lined streets, yet moments
from shops, schools, recreation & NY transportation.  (052111298)

CRANFORD EXCLUSIVE LISTING $409,000

WESTFIELD EXPANDED CUSTOM CAPE $549,900WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,800,000WESTFIELD MULTI-FAMILY $549,900

One Floor living on quiet Cranford street.  3 Br, 2 Bath, Ranch with a FDR, newer very large
EIK with a bright eating area and breakfast bar.  Large walk-up attic, could be finished as a
fourth bedroom/family room and large, unfinished basement.  Just blocks to NY trains and
buses.  (052111749)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Rare Opportunity to have the house of your dreams built the way you want in a spectacular
Westfield neighborhood.  This Franklin School district property will boast at least 4 bedrooms
and 4 full and 2 half baths.  Unsurpassed generations of quality building will help guide you
to your dream home.  Call today for more information about this tremendous opportunity
(908-591-6283).  (052111044)

Large two family, five bedroom home located close to NYC bus and train.  Great investment
for rental market or conversion back to a large one family residence.  Deep 157’ lot with big
2-car garage & additional parking.  Presently owner occupied.  (052111552)

WESTFIELD EXCLUSIVE LISTING $669,000
Picture perfect 3 BR, 2 Bath Colonial in the Wilson School District.  Tastefully updated with
a granite kitchen, stainless steel appliances and updated kitchen and baths.  Gleaming
hardwood floors, crown molding and a 2-tiered deck overlooking a professionally landscaped
yard.  (052111748)

This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to Tamaques
Park.  Its many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room, living room, with
wood-burning fireplace, large updated kitchen, finished family room in basement & beautiful
deck overlooking private backyard.  (052111557)


