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Fire Chief: Storm Causes
‘Significant’ Damage in WF

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly, who spoke to The Westfield
Leader on Friday morning, said the
fire department responded to 30 storm-
related calls, mostly dealing with fallen
trees and power lines, between 3 and
7:30 p.m. last Thursday.

The first storm-related calls began
occurring after 3 p.m. The depart-
ment first responded to an incident on
West Dudley Avenue after a tree fell
on a car heading west on the road.
Chief Kelly said the driver was not
injured.

At about 4:45 p.m., a driver head-
ing east on North Avenue West “left
the roadway” and struck two homes,
719 and 715 North Avenue. 715 sus-
tained structural damage, including
some to the front porch. The driver
was not injured.

On South Chestnut Street, tree
limbs fell down on a moving car, but
the driver “escaped serious injury,”
the chief said.

While isolated power outages oc-
curred on both ends of Westfield,
PSE&G continued to work Friday
morning to address specific outages
on South Chestnut and Fourth Av-

enue. The Wychwood section of town
and the business district also lost
power at points.

A tree came down at the rear of 937
Woodmere Drive shortly after 10 p.m.
Thursday night, causing structural
damage to the roof and “crushing” a
car. No residents were injured. The
chief said the tree crashed “through
the left side of the residence…from
the roof to the front.”

The chief said Westfield “suffered
significant damage from ice during
the first winter storm [of the 2007-
2008 winter season].”

The department had to bring in off-
duty personnel to answer the “large
volume” of calls. Westfield responded
to all scenes without mutual aid.

One firefighter fell on the ice, suf-
fering “minor injuries.”

The chief said because of the
storm’s timing, he was concerned with
the safety of schoolchildren return-
ing home.

The chief noted that the town was
“fortunate” that no school-aged chil-
dren were hurt.

The chief added that the FOX, NBC
and CBS networks took notice of the
department’s efforts, “plastering
Westfield all over the news.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE OLD RUGGED CROSS…“Til my trophies at last I lay down…And exchange it someday for a crown.” People locally
and from around the country pay tribute to legendary Westfield football coach, mentor and friend Gary Kehler during
services at the Presbyterian Church last Friday, December 14. Coach Kehler passed away December 7 and was interred at
the Revolutionary Cemetery in Westfield.

WF Would See 2-Percent Ed.-Aid
Hike; SP-F Would See 10 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district would see a
jump in state education aid in 2008-
2009 of $451,000, or 10 percent, while
Westfield would see the minimum
hike of 2 percent, or $100,000, under
a new school-aid formula Governor
Jon Corzine unveiled last Thursday.
The Mountainside school district
would receive an increase of
$148,000; Garwood’s aid would jump
up $112,000. Neighboring Cranford
would see an increase of $604,000 in
aid. Mountainside, Garwood and
Cranford’s increases would all be 20
percent.

Under the new formula, outlined in
the Governor’s report called “A New
Formula for Success: All Children,

All Communities,” $7.8 billion would
be distributed for kindergarten-to-
grade-12 education for the Fiscal Year
2009, an increase of approximately
$530 million, according to the
Governor’s office.

The Union County Vocational-
Technical School’s state aid would
jump $745,000, or 20 percent. Union
County as a whole will see an in-
crease of $34.3 million to $530.1
million, the fifth-biggest county in-
crease behind Middlesex, $64.1 mil-
lion; Hudson, $57.7 million; Camden,
$52.8 million, and Essex, $37.8 mil-
lion.

Under the aid numbers revealed
last week, Westfield’s aid next year
would be $5,051,000; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s aid would be $4,956,000;
Cranford would see $3,626,000; Vo-

Tech would receive $4,470,000;
Mountainside would see $888,000
and Garwood would receive
$668,000.

Among statistics state officials re-
viewed were student enrollment,
housing values and family income
from 2000 through 2007. “The calcu-
lation of each district’s local share is
based on the wealth of each commu-
nity as measured by aggregate in-
come and property value,” according
to Governor’s press release.

The report showed that Westfield’s
student population rose by 806 from
2000 to 2007 to a current total of
6,250, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
saw a 738-student hike to 6,250 and
Cranford witnessed a spike of 386
children to 3,658. While Garwood’s
number of students went up 22 stu-
dents to 576, Mountainside saw a
138-student jump to 1,002.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said the dis-
trict has been analyzing why it re-
ceived the minimum increase. “[Aid]
hasn’t increased much since 2001-
2002,” she said.

While agreeing with Governor Jon
Corzine’s efforts to help lower prop-
erty taxes, she said the new formula
“is certainly not going to help the
taxpayers in Westfield.”

She said the district has witnessed
a 15-percent increase in enrollment
over the past seven years, “which is
higher than the state average.”

The superintendent said Westfield
“has taken a lot of steps to keep costs
down” including negotiations with
employee unions, insurance and en-
ergy rates and shared-services agree-
ments with the town and county.

“And than you get 2 percent and
you don’t know why,” she said.

Ms. Dolan said the new aid for-
mula provides no money for the
district’s 700-plus special-education
students. “[Special education student
percentage is] the same as it was
seven years ago.”

According to a press release from
the Governor’s office, special-educa-

Manhunt Continues for
Union County Jail Escapees
ELIZABETH – Two inmates es-

caped from the Union County jail in
Elizabeth at around 5 p.m. Saturday
night by removing two cinder blocks
in a jail wall and then jumping 25 feet
from a rooftop over a barbed wired
fence, according to Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, Jose Espinosa, 20, of Elizabeth
and Otis Blunt, 32, of Toms River
“apparently jumped from a third floor
roof.”

Espinosa pled guilty on January 30
to aggravated manslaughter and was
to be sentenced on January 25 to 17
years in prison for an August 2005
drive-by shooting in Elizabeth.

Espinosa, a confirmed member of
the Bloods gang, was being housed in
cell B311 while Blunt was in the next
cell, B310, according to authorities.

Blunt was being held on $75,000
bail while awaiting trial for robbery
and weapons offenses. He had previ-
ously attempted to escape from the
prison in September using similar
methods, according to cnn.com.

The prosecutor’s office described
Espinosa as a Hispanic male, five
feet, five inches tall, weighing 155
pounds, while Blunt is a black male,
five feet, nine inches tall, weighing
160 pounds.

According to Mr. Romankow, a
cement cinder block — about eight
inches high and 16 inches long — had

been removed in the wall separating
the two cells. Magazine photos of
bikini-clad women had hidden the
holes in the walls.

“Blunt evidently squeezed through
that small opening into Espinosa’s
cell,” Mr. Romankow said. “Espinosa,
meanwhile had removed a similarly-
sized block and the surrounding mor-
tar on the outside wall, next to a
window. It is believed that the two
men squeezed through the outside
wall and jumped to a rooftop just
below. From there they jumped over
a metal fence topped with razor wire,
which was about 25 feet from the
roof’s edge. The fence top was ap-
proximately 25 feet high.”

Mr. Romankow said at a press con-
ference Monday that the two men
used a long metal wire to scrape away
mortar to remove the cinder block
between their cells.

He also said one of the escapees
left a note suggesting a jail guard had
helped with the escape, saying,
“Thank you officer [name redacted]
for the tools needed, you’re a real pal,
Happy Holidays.”

Mr. Romankow said at the news
conference that the note represented
the “arrogance of these two men.”

Before making good their escape,
the men fashioned dummies on their
beds and covered them with blankets,
authorities said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ICE ICE BABY...Mindowaskin Park wears a layer of ice after last Thursday’s
stormy weather. Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The Westfield Leader that the
fire department responded to 30 storm-related calls, mostly related to fallen trees
and power lines, on Thursday. Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SADLY SANTA IS GONE…Helen Rentoulis of Vicki’s Diner in Westfield stands
next to her remaining Santa Claus in the lobby, who sings to her patrons. Last week,
vandals stole her other prized Santa that greeted passersby outside of the restaurant
on East Broad Street. As her Christmas present, she said she hopes Santa will be
returned in the true spirit of the season. See related letter on page 5.

courtesy of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
ON THE RUN…Otis Blunt, 32, left, of Toms River and Jose Espinosa, 20, of
Elizabeth escaped from the Union County jail in Elizabeth on Saturday. Espinoza,
a member of Bloods gang, was to have been sentenced next month to 17 years in
jail for a drive-by shooting in January 2005, while Blunt was awaiting trial for
robbery and weapons charges. Anyone with information is asked to call Detective
Scott Pence of the Union County Police at (908) 654-9800 or Crimestoppers at
(908) 654-TIPS. Crimestoppers is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for the arrest
and conviction of the two prisoners.

Merry Christmas!

MS Grants 4Connections
Right of Way to End Suit

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During Tues-
day night’s meeting, council members
agreed to allow 4Connections, LLC, a
Parsippany-based telecommunications
company, access to the borough’s right-
of-way for the installation of fiber-
optic cables. The resolution came
shortly after the company filed a law-
suit against the borough, charging the
borough violated the Telecommuni-
cations Act of 1996 by failing to give
it access to the right-of-way.

4Connections began asking permis-
sion for the borough’s right-of-way
via utility poles in 2005 as part of 50-
mile fiber-optic network the company
is constructing. The company,which
has received consent from more than
50 municipalities, said no other mu-
nicipality in New Jersey had objected
to any of its proposed routes.

The borough said consent would
only be officially granted if the litiga-
tion were dismissed. Borough Attor-
ney John Post said that should hap-
pen by early January. “I am pleased to
advise that we have resolved all the
issues,” he told the governing body.

Permission to use the borough’s
right-of-way will be conditioned upon
4Connections entering into a written
agreement with the borough, which

the borough attorney must approve.
The borough may also terminate the
agreement within 30 days if 4Con-
nections does not adhere to any con-
dition or term outlined in the agree-
ment, according to a resolution the
governing body approved.

Under the agreement, 4Connec-
tions would be required to adhere to
the proposed route Mr. Post sent them
on September 10. That route includes
Mountain Avenue, Cedar Avenue and
Birch Hill Road.

The borough is granting permission
for a period of 20 years, as opposed to
the maximum 50 years to which most
municipalities have consented.

“The applicant recognized 50 years
was outside the limit and was satis-
fied 20 years was appropriate for our
consent,” Mr. Post said.

In other business, the borough will
enter a two-year lease contract with
Winner Ford of Cherry Hill for the
attainment of a new police vehicle, a
2008 Ford Crown Victoria.

The board heard on second reading
an ordinance regarding membership
fees for the community pool. The coun-
cil authorized the borough clerk to
begin advertising for bids for the jani-
torial contract, as well as bids for an
emergency generator, at the borough
firehouse on New Providence Road.

Bramnick: New School-Aid Formula
‘Punishes’ Westfield for ‘Success’

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
spoke to board members and the pub-
lic on Tuesday regarding the pro-
posed 2-percent increase in state fund-
ing for Westfield schools.

“We are being punished because of
the success of the town,” Mr.
Bramnick said. He attended the meet-
ing to answer questions about the
school-funding formula Governor Jon
Corzine has proposed.

Under this formula, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan said,
Westfield will receive a 2-percent in-
crease in aid, while Cranford,
Mountainside and Bernards Town-

ship will receive 20-percent increases.
“We have been searching the num-

bers and trying to determine what
makes us so different. We can’t, how-
ever, come up with any answers,” Ms.
Dolan said.

“Bernards Township is considered
by the state to be more wealthy than
Westfield, yet they are receiving a 20-
percent increase,” she said.

“We looked into the possibility that
our enrollment was too low. However,
our enrollment increase is 15 percent;
Cranford’s is listed at 12 percent,” Ms.
Dolan said, noting that the state’s av-
erage enrollment increase is 4 percent.

The superintendent asked Mr.
Bramnick to explain the reasons for
the discrepancy from district to dis-
trict in the proposed funding.

“I am here to explain a formula that
doesn’t really exist yet,” Mr. Bramnick
said. He said the Legislature would
most likely vote on the formula be-
fore January 8, the end of the current
legislative session. The current time
period serves as the Legislature’s
“lame-duck” session, when some of-
ficials are finishing their final terms.

Mr. Bramnick attributed Westfield’s
minimal increase to the success of the
town. He said that, over the last seven
years in Westfield, there has been a
62-percent increase in wealth or per-
sonal income compared to the state
average of 8 percent.

Mr. Bramnick said that the town’s
“substantial” increase in property
value has also contributed to the re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David Samksy for The Westfield Leader
A GAME TO REMEMBER...Jubilant PAL players from Irvington perform at
halftime of the Giants-Redskins football game last Sunday night. The Westfield
PAL, Irvington PAL and the Giants public relations department arranged the
event. See story on page 12.
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Garwood Reorg. Set
For Jan. 6 at 3 p.m.

GARWOOD – The borough
council’s annual reorganization meet-
ing will be held on Sunday, January 6,
at 3 p.m., in the council chambers
located in the municipal building at
403 South Avenue. Public attendance
is encouraged and welcomed. Those
seeking more information can call
(908) 789-0710.

POLICE BLOTTER

tion aid will increase by $470 million
statewide in 2008-2009.

“For each district, one-third of this
special education component will be
funded on a categorical basis and
two-thirds will be funded on a wealth-
equalized basis,” according to the
press release.

In addition, the state would now
fund 75 percent of special-education
per-pupil costs that exceed $40,000
for an in-district program or $55,000
for out-of-district programs.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said that, while she was happy to
receive a 10-percent increase in aid
while other towns received 2 percent,
the district’s special-education per-
pupil funding from the state has de-
creased over the past six years.

She said special-education fund-
ing in the district was $2,922,326 in
2001-2002, which equates to $4,887
per student, compared to aid of
$3,202,000 and a per-pupil state aid
of $4,191 in 2007-2008.

There were 598 district pupils clas-
sified as special-education students
in 2001, compared to 764 in 2007-
2008. Special-education aid projec-
tions are $3,668,000 for 2008-2009,
which would result in state aid of
$4,649 per special-education student
for the projected 789 special-educa-
tion students for 2008-2009.

She said some categories have been
eliminated while others have been
added. Ms. Hayes said school offi-
cials are seeking more information
on the aid categories and how the
formula was calculated “so we can

build a budget logically.”
“Once we know, it will help us with

our long-range planning,” Ms. Hayes
said. Despite the increase in aid, she
said the district is “concerned” that
the district’s school budget would
still mainly be funded through prop-
erty taxes.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said he is mobilizing
an e-mail campaign to oppose the
new formula, saying the state did not
take into account that “many” dis-
tricts, including Westfield, have been
flat-funded for years.

“District 21 is behind the curve [in
education funding]. We need to be on
equal [footing] with other districts,”
Mr. Bramnick told The Leader. “I
think it is fundamentally unfair that
[flat finding of districts] has not been
part of this formula.”

“I intend to fight on the floor of the
Legislature against a formula that is
not fair to all districts,” he said. “I am
extremely disappointed and not happy
that the formula is unfair, but the fight
is not over.”

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) said the 21st Legislative
District, which includes Cranford,
Summit, Millburn, Mountainside and
Westfield, pays “$800 to $850 mil-
lion” in state income taxes annually
but receives around $27 million in
education funding, which, he said,
breaks down to 3 cents on the tax
dollar in education funding. “So re-
ally it is an abomination,” he said.

“We’re the cash cows and they
(Democrats) control the state gov-
ernment,” Mr. Munoz said.

He said legisla-
tion to make the new
formula state law
should be intro-
duced in the “next
two weeks” in the
lame-duck session,
which he expects
will be passed by
the Democrat-con-
trolled Legislature.

The Westfield
Leader also placed
calls for comment
to Senator Nick
Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), Assem-
blywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) and
Union County Su-
perintendent of
Schools Carmen
Centuolo.

School  
District 

Increase 
(%) 

Increase 
($) 

Westfield 2 99,000 

Cranford 20 604,000 

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10 451,000 

Mountainside 20 148,000 

Garwood 20 112,000 

Union County Vo-Tech 20 745,000 

Millburn 10 361,000 

Bernards 20 826,000 

New Providence 10 156,000 

Watchung Hills Regional 10 158,000 

Glen Ridge 10 114,000 

Proposed State Education Aid
For Local School Districts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State Education Aid Formula

The Union County Police Depart-
ment, Union County Sheriff’s War-
rant Squad and Canine Unit and all
local police departments are conduct-
ing a search for the inmates. A state-
wide alert has also been issued.

According to County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, the canine unit was able to
follow the scent from the point of im-
pact, where the inmates are believed to
have landed on the ground outside the
fence, to the spot where they split up.

“The dogs have the scent. We’ll be
able to use that to our advantage,”
Sheriff Froehlich said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Prison Break

courtesy of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office

ON THE LOOSE…
Prisoners Jose Espinosa, 20,
of Elizabeth and Otis Blunt,
32, of Toms River escaped
from the Union County jail
Saturday night by removing
one cement cinderblock be-
tween their cells and one
along the back wall of
Espinosa’s cell (at right) be-
fore jumping to a rooftop
below. They then leaped over
a 25-foot-high barbed-wire
fence, as shown above. Mul-
tiple law-enforcement agen-
cies are searching for the two
men.

Authorities have said the two men
are considered dangerous. Union
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska,
whose agency is heading up the
search, has asked anyone with infor-
mation on the case to contact Detec-
tive Scott Pence of the Union County
Police at (908) 654-9800 or call
Crimestoppers at (908) 654-TIPS.

Crimestoppers is offering a reward
of up to $5,000 for the arrest and
conviction of Espinosa and Blunt. All
calls to Crimestoppers are strictly
confidential and anonymous, the
prosecutor’s office said.

Come See Our Large Selection of Fine Jewelry

42 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood NJ

908.322.6773
Across from Irma’s Hallmark • Ample Parking in Back Lot

Royal Crown Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated

25 25 25 25 25 YYYYYear Highear Highear Highear Highear High - Gold at $800

SELL NOSELL NOSELL NOSELL NOSELL NOW!W!W!W!W!
  Your Old Jewelry May Be
Worth More Than You Think

We Buy! Platinum, Gold Jewelry - 10k - 14k - 18k Earrings, Bracelets, Diamonds, Coins

Old & New (Broken & Odd Pieces!)

Westfield
Wednesday, December 12, three

juveniles, all of Plainfield, were ar-
rested and charged with possession
of stolen property after they were
stopped at North and Lenox Avenues
in an automobile that had been stolen
out of South Plainfield.

The driver of the vehicle, a 17-
year-old male, also was wanted on an
outstanding detention warrant from
the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He was turned over to the Juve-
nile Detention Center in Elizabeth.

One of his passengers, a 16-year-
old male from Plainfield, was wanted
on a state warrant and was turned
over to state authorities. A second
passenger, a 15-year-old female, was
released to a responsible adult.

Thursday, December 13, Paul Flores,
26, of North Plainfield was arrested
during a motor-vehicle stop at South
and Windsor Avenues on a contempt-
of-court warrant out of Piscataway.
He posted $90 bail and was released.

Saturday, December 15, David
Rudnicki, 30, of Westfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a contempt-of-court warrant
from Westfield. He was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, December 16, Leonard
Cusumano, 26, of Laurence Harbor
was arrested at Central and Ayliffe
Avenues for allegedly driving while
intoxicated. He was held pending re-
lease to a responsible individual.

Monday, December 17, three
people were arrested on drug charges
after police responded to a report of a
suspicious motor vehicle at an apart-
ment building on Central Avenue.
Officers located the vehicle and con-
ducted an investigation, after which
the arrests were made.

Cristal Core, 23, of Cranford was
charged with possession of ecstasy, pos-
session of heroin and possession of
drug paraphernalia. William Fedirko,
19, of Cranford and Robert Scherer, 20,
of Garwood, each were charged with
possession of ecstasy. All were released
on their own recognizance pending a
grand-jury action.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 12,

Lynwood T. Johnson, 36, of East Or-
ange was arrested at the Essex County
jail on an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $2,183.

Scotch Plains
Friday, December 14, a student at the

Union County Vocational Technical
School reported that someone stole his
iPod, valued at $300, from his locker.

Friday, December 14, a resident of
Rolling Knolls reported that someone
obtained his credit-card information
without authorization and made sev-
eral hundred dollars worth of purchases.

Friday, December 14, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
broke the window on the side of his
house.

Saturday, December 15, a resident
of Morse Avenue reported that he did
work for a homeowner and the check
he was given for payment came back
for insufficient funds. According to
police, the homeowner now refuses
to pay for the contracted work.

Sunday, December 16, Raheem
Byrd, 28, of Las Vegas, Nev., was
arrested for an outstanding warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop. According
to police, Byrd was transported to
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, December 16, Anthony
Perdigao, of Newark was arrested and
charged with unlawful taking of a mo-
tor vehicle and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance. Accord-
ing to police, a report was taken from a
woman who said she lent her car to
Perdigao, who failed to return it. The
suspect was apprehended with the ve-
hicle at which time crack cocaine was
found in his possession, police said.

Sunday, December 16, a resident
of Harwich Court reported that he
received several packages along with
bills for orders he did not place. Ac-
cording to police, the victim does not
know how his credit-card informa-
tion was obtained.

Fanwood
Friday, December 14, a resident of

Park Avenue reported that sometime
between December 13 and December
14, someone removed her wallet from
her unlocked vehicle while it was parked
in the 500 block of North Avenue.

Saturday, December 15, a resident in
the 100 block of Farley Avenue re-
ported that sometime between Decem-
ber 14 at 11:30 p.m. and December 15
at noon, someone entered his unlocked
vehicle and removed a camera bag con-
taining a camera, lens and a flash card.

The victim also reported that a simi-
lar incident occurred sometime be-
tween Friday, December 7, after 11
p.m. and Saturday, December 8, be-
fore 10 a.m., when someone entered
another unlocked vehicle and re-
moved expensive sunglasses and ster-
ling silver earrings. Police are inves-
tigating both incidents.

Saturday, December 15, Kathleen
D. Filippone, 59, of Roselle was ar-
rested on an outstanding Cranford
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop in
the 100 block of Martine Avenue.

Monday, December 17, John W.
Moshal, 40, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Garwood
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue.

Tuesday, December 18, Stacy L.
Theofilos, 24, of South Plainfield was
arrested for DWI and refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalizer after a motor-
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Tuesday, December 18, Michael R.
Ross, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with an outstanding war-
rant out of Irvington after a motor-
vehicle stop on La Grande Avenue.

Something Special this Christmas

Westfield Helps Irvington PAL
Play in Giants Halftime Show

EAST RUTHERFORD – Sunday
evening at Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford was cold and windy for
some who attended the Giants-
Redskins game. But for the kids from
the Irvington Raiders PAL football
team, the weather was perfect. It was
their chance of a lifetime to play in
front of nearly 70,000 fans at halftime.

A few weeks ago, the Giants con-
tacted Westfield PAL Coach John
Dugan about fielding a team for half-
time. Beth Roche, director of market-
ing services and youth program de-
velopment for the Giants, said, “The
Westfield PAL has always been a
great partner with the Giants over the
years, and we knew that we could
count on them for a solution to the
halftime show.”

From there, the Giants and the
Westfield PAL determined that the
Irvington Raiders, another team in
the Suburban Youth Football League
(SYFL), would be the best choice for
the halftime show.

“As the bus pulled into the parking
lot of the Meadowlands on Sunday
evening, the players’ faces just lit up;
they were really excited,” Coach
Dugan said. “We had the opportunity
to do this a few times before with our
players, and we remember the impact
that this had on the players, as well as
the community.”

“As an organization, the PAL felt
that the players from Irvington really
deserved to have something special
this Christmas season. These kids
have a lot to deal with on a daily basis,
and we thought that an opportunity
like this – to play football in front of
a Giants Stadium crowd – would be a
great idea and let the people in
Irvington know that the Westfield PAL
cared about them. This is what our
PAL program is all about – when

another PAL program needs us, we
are there for them,” he said.

“Excited cannot describe how these
kids reacted when we told them,” said
Ken West, the Irvington Raiders
coach. “The coaches were just as
excited, too. We all had a great time
out on the field Sunday night and we
cannot thank the Westfield PAL
enough for this wonderful gift to our
kids.”

“Westfield has been very good to
our program over the years, donating
shirts, cleats [and] trophies, among
other items,” Coach West said.

Coach Dugan said, “The Westfield
Leader also got involved as did some
people who assist with photography
for the PAL. Once Horace and Dave
Corbin (Leader publisher and assis-
tant publisher, respectively) learned
of this event, they immediately asked
how they could help and provide one
of their top photographers, Dave
Samsky, who accompanied PAL pho-
tographer Karen O’Leary to Giants
Stadium.”

“We got some really great shots of
these boys; I can’t wait to see the
looks on their faces when they get
these photos,” Ms. O’Leary said.

The Leader provided glossy prints
for each of the 44 players as a holiday
gift that they will receive this week.

The Giants videotaped the half-
time program and will give the video
to the Irvington PAL as a gift.

As the bus pulled away from Gi-
ants Stadium after the halftime show,
Coach West remarked how quiet and
tired the kids were because it was
such a late game.

“I heard one of our players say,
‘That was the best thing that I have
ever done in my life. I will never, ever
forget this day for as long as I live,’”
Coach West said.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU…Tuesday night Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy congratulates
Councilman Charles Lombardo, who did not win re-election this year, for his
more than 20 years as councilman. “You have won seven consecutive elections,
happily serving the residents of Garwood. You will be missed,” the mayor said.

GW Recognizes Officers
Who Saved Man’s Life

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Nearly 30 residents
came out to Tuesday’s council meet-
ing to recognize the courage of three
Garwood police officers and one dis-
patcher in saving a Mountainside
resident’s life.

On August 31, dispatcher Thomas
Gesior received a 911-distress call
from Gold Medal Fitness, saying
Michael Sheehy, a senior citizen from
Mountainside, was unconscious.

When patrolmen Samuel Rocco,
Jr. and David Perrotta arrived at the
scene, Mr. Sheehy had stopped breath-
ing and ceased to have a pulse.

The patrolmen began administer-
ing CPR until Lieutenant Bruce
Underhill arrived with an automatic
defibrillator, which was used to re-
gain the man’s heartbeat.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy honored
Mr. Gesior, Patrolmen Rocco and
Perrotta and Lt. Underhill with a certifi-
cate, thanking them for their courage.

“On behalf of the residents of
Garwood, I would like to thank you for
your brave work in saving this man’s
life,” the mayor said. “I know Police
Chief [William] Legg is proud to have
you on the force, and Garwood is a
safer and better town having you all
here. Mr. Sheehy, we are happy that
you are doing well and that our police
officers were able to assist you in your
time of need,” Mayor McCarthy said.

Mr. Sheehy said he was grateful to
the Garwood police department for
saving his life.

“And during the Christmas sea-
son,” Mr. Sheehy said, “this is the
best gift anyone could get – the gift of
life.”

Under committee reports, Charles
Lombardo, council president, re-
minded residents to bag their leaves

for trash removal.
Borough residents can pick up bio-

degradable bags at the department of
public works building from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. More information is available
at garwood.org.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio,
the school-board liaison, said the
board of education might be in line
for $112,000 in additional school-aid
funding.

She said, “I urged the legislature to
adopt the new school-funding plan to
assist the taxpayers.”

See additional school-aid informa-
tion in a report on page 1.

Mayor McCarthy congratulated
Mr. Lombardo, who did not win re-
election this year, for his more than
20 years as councilman.

“You have won seven consecutive
elections, happily serving the residents
of Garwood. You will be missed. We
wish your family lots of luck and hap-
piness for the future,” the mayor said.

Mr. Lombardo thanked his family
for allowing him “to be on the council
for as long as I have been,” he said,
holding back tears.

“I have made many friends and
thank the residents of Garwood for
their faithful support.”

After its reorganization meeting on
January 6 at 3 p.m., the first council
meeting of the year will be held on
January 8 at 7 p.m.

sults of the proposed formula.
The legislator also said that Gover-

nor Corzine has said a “hold-harmless”
clause in the proposed legislation would
guarantee all districts a 2-percent in-
crease for the next three years.

“This means that, at the end of
those three years, we could lose state
aid,” Mr. Bramnick said.

“It sends a terrible message. This is
a town where the board of education
does a great job, the superintendent is
working hard, and this is the result,”
he said.

Board member Gary McCready
asked whether legislators would have
all the details of the funding formula
before voting.

“There is nothing yet to vote on –
this bill has not yet been drafted,” Mr.
Bramnick said. He said the bill would
not necessarily contain the details of
the formula but might be left for the
state Department of Education to sort
out.

“So, what you are saying is that
legislators could be passing some-
thing on which they do not know the
details?” Mr. McCready asked.

“This is not uncommon,” Mr.
Bramnick responded.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
expressed concern about the negative
impact this minimal state-aid increase
would have on Westfield’s special-
education program.

“I think the special-education fund-
ing is discriminatory, just as Abbott

funding was found to be discrimina-
tory,” Ms. Hunnicutt said.

She said the need for special-edu-
cation services crosses all socio-eco-
nomic lines. She also said statistics
have shown higher instances of au-
tism in more affluent communities.

“And, according to this funding
formula, we are losing money for
special-education,” Ms. Dolan said.

See more on the proposed school-
aid formula in a report on page 1.

Board member Beth Cassie ex-
pressed concern about how the mini-
mal aid increase could affect the town
as a whole. She said while statistics
show a 62-percent increase in wealth,
not all residents have experienced
that increase.

Ms. Cassie said the effect of hold-
ing back state funding could be that
“we change the composition of the
town. What is part of the appeal of
Westfield is the diversity in income
levels. What this will create is a real
separation between the ‘haves’ and
the ‘have-nots,’” she said.

Mr. Bramnick said her point is a
“good example” of what should be
voiced to Governor Corzine and State
Education Commissioner Lucille
Davy, a former Westfield resident.
He encouraged the public to act on
this quickly by writing letters in op-
position of the proposal.

“I know I will not be on the
Governor’s Christmas list this year,”
Mr. Bramnick said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE Discusses State Aid

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
PAL BOWL...Irvington Raiders PAL football players take the field at Giants
Stadium during Sunday’s halftime to play in front of nearly 70,000 football fans.
Westfield PAL coach John Dugan and members of the Giants administration
arranged the special event for the Irvington Raiders as a Christmas gift.
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SP-F Considers New Testing
Option for 3rd, 5th Graders

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Madeline Meyer began Thursday’s
Scotch-Plains Fanwood Board of
Education agenda-setting meeting
with a presentation on the Cogate
testing option, which would replace
the Otis-Lennon Ability Test the
district’s second and fifth graders
currently take in the spring.

The test, also known as the Cogni-
tive Abilities Test, would test students
in three areas: verbal, quantitative and
non-verbal. Instead of second graders,
third graders would take the test along
with the fifth graders in a one-hour-
per-day test spanning three days.

Board member Sasha Slocum said
that an advantage to testing students in
the third grade rather than the second
would be that they are “more comfort-
able with testing” and have longer
attention spans. She said that second
graders may not realize the impor-
tance of testing and that she feels they
“will get more reliable results.”

Hope Swarts said the test would
“measure children’s development and
ability within a school setting,” and
that, although similar, it is “more
extensive” than the Otis-Lennon test,
as it has more testing periods.

Similar districts currently using this
test include Summit, Mountainside,
Cherry Hill and Hillsborough.

Anthony Del Sordi presented the
board with a list of guidelines he said
he would use to create the budget for

2008-2009. The guidelines include tak-
ing into account more cost-effective
ways of running all aspects of the
district (which would include curricu-
lum, extracurricular activities, support
and administrative areas), maintain-
ing appropriate class sizes, keeping up
with program evaluations, staff devel-
opment and improvements in the cur-
riculum, continuing to carry forward
recommendations in areas including
safety, energy-saving and long-term
maintenance and implementing board-
approved technology plans.

His guidelines include allocations to
pursue new and innovative programs
while analyzing current programs to
allow for maintenance or adjustment,
make it “of great importance” to seek
grant funding, keep free balance in
accordance with the New Jersey state
guidelines and make funding for neces-
sary new programs or expenditures
come from existing programs.

Mr. Del Sordi also listed his as-
sumptions for the 2008-2009 budget,
which are that medical benefits will
increase by 5-percent from 2007-2008
estimates and that dental premiums
will reflect a 5-percent increase,
changes in staffing will be based on
anticipated enrollment trends, salary
increases will reflect the anticipated
salary settlement which will be
reached through the negotiations pro-
cess, technology funding will remain
at the same level, tuition for special
education will reflect current state-

courtesy of Dave Zawodniak
MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT…The Fanwood rescue squad, fire department and police officers of PBA Local 123 sponsor
an annual door-to-door visit by Santa, who delivers more than 500 presents to children throughout the borough. Above, the
Lynch family turns the Santa visit into a larger event, with more than 100 friends and family members and a spread of food.

SP-F Would See 10-Percent Ed.-Aid
Hike; WF Would See 2-Percent Jump

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district would see a
jump in state education aid in 2008-
2009 of $451,000, or 10 percent, while
Westfield would see the minimum
hike of 2 percent, or $100,000, under
a new school-aid formula Governor
Jon Corzine unveiled last Thursday.
Mountainside would receive an in-
crease of $148,000; Garwood’s aid
would jump up $112,000. Neighbor-
ing Cranford would see an increase
of $604,000. Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford’s increases would all be
20 percent.

Under the new formula, outlined in
the Governor’s report “A New Formula
for Success: All Children, All Commu-
nities,” $7.8 billion would be distrib-
uted for kindergarten-to-grade-12 edu-
cation for the Fiscal Year 2009, an
increase of approximately $530 mil-
lion, according to the Governor’s of-

fice.
The Union County Vocational-Tech-

nical School’s state aid would jump
$745,000, or 20 percent. Union County
as a whole will see an increase of
$34.3 million to $530.1 million, the
fifth-biggest county increase behind
Middlesex, $64.1 million; Hudson,
$57.7 million; Camden, $52.8 mil-
lion, and Essex, $37.8 million.

Under the numbers revealed last
week, Westfield’s aid next year would
be $5,051,000; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s aid would be $4,956,000;
Cranford would see $3,626,000; Vo-
Tech would receive $4,470,000;
Mountainside would see $888,000 and
Garwood would receive $668,000.

Among statistics state officials re-
viewed were student enrollment,
housing values and family income
from 2000 through 2007. “The calcu-
lation of each district’s local share is
based on the wealth of each commu-
nity as measured by aggregate in-

come and property value,” according
to Governor’s press release.

The report showed that Westfield’s
student population rose by 806 from
2000 to 2007 to a current total of
6,250, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
saw a 738-student hike to 6,250 and
Cranford witnessed a spike of 386
children to 3,658. While Garwood’s
number of students went up 22 stu-
dents to 576, Mountainside saw a
138-student jump to 1,002.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said the district is
analyzing why it received the mini-
mum increase. “[Aid] hasn’t increased
much since 2001-2002,” she said.

While agreeing with Governor Jon
Corzine’s efforts to help lower prop-
erty taxes, she said the new formula
“is certainly not going to help the
taxpayers in Westfield.”

She said the district has witnessed
a 15-percent increase in enrollment
over the past seven years, “which is
higher than the state average.”

The superintendent said Westfield
“has taken a lot of steps to keep costs
down” including negotiations with
employee unions, insurance and en-
ergy rates and shared-services agree-
ments with the town and county.

“And then you get 2 percent and
you don’t know why,” she said.

Ms. Dolan said the new aid for-
mula provides no money for the
district’s 700-plus special-education
students. “[Special education student
percentage is] the same as it was
seven years ago.”

According to a press release from
the Governor’s office, special-educa-
tion aid will increase by $470 million
statewide in 2008-2009.

“For each district, one-third of this
special education component will be
funded on a categorical basis and
two-thirds will be funded on a wealth-
equalized basis,” according to the
press release.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Manhunt Continues for
Union County Jail Escapees
ELIZABETH – Two inmates es-

caped from the Union County jail in
Elizabeth at around 5 p.m. Saturday
night by removing two cinder blocks
in a jail wall and then jumping 25 feet
from a rooftop over a barbed wired
fence, according to Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Jose Espinosa, 20, of Elizabeth and
Otis Blunt, 32, of Toms River “appar-
ently jumped from a third floor roof.”

Espinosa pled guilty on January 30
to aggravated manslaughter and was
to be sentenced on January 25 to 17
years in prison for an August 2005
drive-by shooting in Elizabeth.

Espinosa, a confirmed member of
the Bloods gang, was being housed in
cell B311 while Blunt was in the next
cell, B310, according to authorities.

Blunt was being held on $75,000
bail while awaiting trial for robbery
and weapons offenses. He had previ-
ously attempted to escape from the
prison in September using similar
methods, according to cnn.com.

The prosecutor’s office described
Espinosa as a Hispanic male, five feet,
five inches tall, weighing 155 pounds,
while Blunt is a black male, five feet,
nine inches tall, weighing 160 pounds.

According to Mr. Romankow, a
cement cinder block — about eight
inches high and 16 inches long — had
been removed in the wall separating

the two cells. Magazine photos of
bikini-clad women had hidden the
holes in the walls.

“Blunt evidently squeezed through
that small opening into Espinosa’s cell,”
Mr. Romankow said. “Espinosa, mean-
while had removed a similarly-sized
block and the surrounding mortar on
the outside wall, next to a window. It is
believed that the two men squeezed
through the outside wall and jumped to
a rooftop just below. From there they
jumped over a metal fence topped with
razor wire, which was about 25 feet
from the roof’s edge. The fence top was
approximately 25 feet high.”

Mr. Romankow said at a press con-
ference Monday that the two men
used a long metal wire to scrape away
mortar to remove the cinder block
between their cells.

He said one escapee left a note sug-
gesting a jail guard had helped with
the escape, saying, “Thank you officer
[name redacted] for the tools needed,
you’re a real pal, Happy Holidays.”

Mr. Romankow said at the news
conference that the note represented
the “arrogance of these two men.”

Before making good their escape,
the men fashioned dummies on their
beds and covered them with blankets,
authorities said.

The Union County Police Depart-
ment, Union County Sheriff’s War-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Council Asks for Further Details
Re.  Scotch Hills Community Center

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is submitting questions
to the architect who submitted pre-
liminary renderings for a new senior
citizens’ and community center at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. Earlier
this month, council members got their
first look at the drawings, which in-
clude multiple exterior renditions and
an interior floor plan for the proposed
three-story facility that will replace
the existing building.

In October, the town awarded RBA,
an architectural firm based in
Morristown, a $21,000 contract to
develop the conceptual designs for
the facility that officials estimate

would cost $3.6 million to construct.
At the council’s December 4 con-

ference meeting, Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio said that in
preparing the drawings, RBA had re-
ceived input from the township’s se-
nior advisory committee and the John
Shippen Foundation on what they
wanted included in a new facility.

RBA, he told the council, “just
wanted to give us a flavor” of what a
new building could look like. The
seven-sheet set of sketches includes
two exterior renditions, two proposed
ways the new building could be posi-
tioned and floor plans for the base-
ment level and first and second floors.

Council members came to a general
consensus on which of the two exte-
rior renditions they found more suit-
able for the site. Mayor Martin Marks
said RBA sought to design something
that “externally would have the ap-
pearance of the original building.”

One of the two proposed building
footprints, Mr. Poerio said, angles the
new building slightly more than the

existing facility so that the rear of the
building would offer what he called
“a spectacular view” of the eighth
fairway. There would also be the op-
tion of installing a patio outside the
building with picnic tables for events
and wedding photographs.

The floor plans show space for
meeting rooms, aerobics classes, par-
ties, a full-service kitchen and a mu-
seum to display items owned by the
Shippen Foundation. Initial estimates
are that the new building would be
about 15,000 square feet in size.

In examining the sketches, council
members said the drawings did not
provide a great deal of detail, with
Councilman Kevin Glover saying they
were “not very good sketches.”

Mr. Poerio said more detailed ren-
derings would be made available at a
later date, but said if council members
had questions for RBA, they should
submit them. Mr. Glover proposed a
meeting with the architects, but Mayor
Marks said he worried that such a meeting

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE OLD RUGGED CROSS…“Til my trophies at last I lay down…And exchange
it someday for a crown.” People locally and from around the country pay tribute to
legendary Westfield football coach, mentor and friend Gary Kehler during services
at the Presbyterian Church last Friday, December 14. Coach Kehler passed away
December 7 and was interred at the Revolutionary Cemetery in Westfield.

courtesy of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
ON THE RUN…Otis Blunt, 32, left, of Toms River and Jose Espinosa, 20, of
Elizabeth escaped from the Union County jail in Elizabeth on Saturday. Espinoza,
a member of Bloods gang, was to have been sentenced next month to 17 years in
jail for a drive-by shooting in January 2005, while Blunt was awaiting trial for
robbery and weapons charges. Anyone with information is asked to call Detective
Scott Pence of the Union County Police at (908) 654-9800 or Crimestoppers at
(908) 654-TIPS. Crimestoppers is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for the arrest
and conviction of the two prisoners.

Merry Christmas!

David Samksy for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A GAME TO REMEMBER...Jubilant PAL players from Irvington perform at
halftime of the Giants-Redskins football game last Sunday night. The Westfield
PAL, Irvington PAL and the Giants public relations department arranged the
event. See story on page 12.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STOP! GAVELTIME…Fanwood recreation commission chairman Pamela Sayles
makes good use of the gavel Bob Budiansky awarded to her “on behalf of the
people of Fanwood, for all of your hard work and effort.” See story on page 12.

Scotch Plains to Participate In
Deer-Management Programs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The town-
ship council wrapped up its business
for 2007 Tuesday night and prepared
for a new year that will bring changes
to the municipal government.

At its meeting, the council — be-
sides taking care of some routine busi-
ness like approving a resolution trans-
ferring funds between departments
and canceling some unexpended bal-
ances in certain capital-improvement
ordinances — addressed two deer-
management issues.

The township again plans to work
with Union County officials on a deer-
reduction program in the Ashbrook
Reservation. For the past two winters,
a private company employing sharp-
shooters has spent days attempting to
reduce the deer herd, which has grown
to the point where deer have strayed
from the reservation onto residential
properties and neighborhood streets.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that officials have sent propos-
als for a deer hunt to “qualified firms”
to oversee the program.

The council also gave its assent to
participation in the annual deer-re-
duction program in the Watchung
Reservation. Union County needs a
resolution so that, on behalf of the

municipalities bordering the reserva-
tion, it can apply to the state Division
of Fish and Wildlife for a permit to
conduct deer-management activities.

In other business, local entities will
submit three separate applications for
federal community-development block
grants. One grant would fund a handy-
man program for low- and moderate-
income senior citizens, another would
fund renovations to the senior-housing
facility on Martine Avenue and the
third would help fund renovations to
the Frazee House the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club is overseeing.

The council’s reorganization meet-
ing will be held on January 2. Later next
month, the governing body will begin
its review of the 2008 municipal bud-
get. While Mr. Atkins is still assem-
bling his spending proposals, he has
told the council that “steep” increases
in multiple appropriations areas, in-
cluding pension contributions and sew-
age authority fees, are in the offing.

Mr. Atkins announced earlier this
month that he will retire next sum-
mer. Mayor Martin Marks, whose
four-year term expires at the end of
2008, is campaigning for the Seventh
District congressional seat being va-
cated by Rep. Mike Ferguson (R,
New Providence). In addition, Coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato’s term
ends at the end of next year.
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POLICE BLOTTER

rant Squad and Canine Unit and all
local police departments are conduct-
ing a search for the inmates. A state-
wide alert has also been issued.

According to County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, the canine unit was able to
follow the scent from the point of im-
pact, where the inmates are believed to
have landed on the ground outside the
fence, to the spot where they split up.

“The dogs have the scent. We’ll be
able to use that to our advantage,”
Sheriff Froehlich said.

Authorities have said the two men

are considered dangerous. Union
County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska,
whose agency is heading up the
search, has asked anyone with infor-
mation on the case to contact Detec-
tive Scott Pence of the Union County
Police at (908) 654-9800 or call
Crimestoppers at (908) 654-TIPS.

Crimestoppers is offering a reward
of up to $5,000 for the arrest and
conviction of Espinosa and Blunt. All
calls to Crimestoppers are strictly
confidential and anonymous, the
prosecutor’s office said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Prison Break

courtesy of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office

ON THE LOOSE…
Prisoners Jose Espinosa, 20,
of Elizabeth and Otis Blunt,
32, of Toms River escaped
from the Union County jail
Saturday night by removing
one cement cinderblock be-
tween their cells and one along
the back wall of Espinosa’s
cell (at right) before jumping
to a rooftop below. They then
leaped over a 25-foot-high
barbed-wire fence, as shown
above. Multiple law-enforce-
ment agencies are searching
for the two men.

Come See Our Large Selection of Fine Jewelry

42 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood NJ

908.322.6773
Across from Irma’s Hallmark • Ample Parking in Back Lot

Royal Crown Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated

25 25 25 25 25 YYYYYear Highear Highear Highear Highear High - Gold at $800

SELL NOSELL NOSELL NOSELL NOSELL NOW!W!W!W!W!
  Your Old Jewelry May Be
Worth More Than You Think

We Buy! Platinum, Gold Jewelry - 10k - 14k - 18k Earrings, Bracelets, Diamonds, Coins

Old & New (Broken & Odd Pieces!)

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SADLY, SANTA IS GONE…Helen Rentoulis of Vicki’s Diner in Westfield stands
next to her remaining Santa Claus in the lobby. Santa sings to her patrons. Last
week, vandals stole her other prized Santa that greeted passersby outside of the
restaurant on East Broad Street. As her Christmas present, she said she hopes Santa
will be returned in the true spirit of the season. See related letter on page 5.

Westfield
Wednesday, December 12, three juve-

niles, all of Plainfield, were arrested and
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty after they were stopped at North and
Lenox Avenues in an automobile that had
been stolen out of South Plainfield.

The driver, a 17-year-old male, also
was wanted on an outstanding detention
warrant from the Union County Sheriff’s
Department. He was turned over to the
Juvenile Detention Center in Elizabeth.

One passenger, a 16-year-old male from
Plainfield, was wanted on a state warrant
and was turned over to state authorities. A
second passenger, a 15-year-old female,
was released to a responsible adult.

Thursday, December 13, Paul Flores,
26, of North Plainfield was arrested dur-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at South and
Windsor Avenues on a contempt-of-court
warrant out of Piscataway. He posted $90
bail and was released.

Saturday, December 15, David
Rudnicki, 30, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a con-
tempt-of-court warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, December 16, Leonard
Cusumano, 26, of Laurence Harbor was
arrested at Central and Ayliffe Avenues
for allegedly driving while intoxicated.
He was held pending release to a respon-
sible individual.

Monday, December 17, three people
were arrested on drug charges after police
responded to a report of a suspicious
motor vehicle at an apartment building on
Central Avenue. Officers located the ve-
hicle and conducted an investigation, af-
ter which the arrests were made.

Cristal Core, 23, of Cranford was charged
with possession of ecstasy, possession of
heroin and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. William Fedirko, 19, of Cranford and
Robert Scherer, 20, of Garwood each were
charged with possession of ecstasy. All
were released on their own recognizance
pending a grand-jury action.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 12, Lynwood

T. Johnson, 36, of East Orange was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $2,183.

Scotch Plains
Friday, December 14, a student at the

Union County Vocational-Technical
School reported that someone stole his
iPod, valued at $300, from his locker.

Friday, December 14, a resident of
Rolling Knolls reported that someone
obtained his credit-card information with-
out authorization and made several hun-
dred dollars worth of purchases.

Friday, December 14, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone broke
the window on the side of his house.

Saturday, December 15, a resident of
Morse Avenue reported that he did work
for a homeowner and the check he was
given for payment came back for insuffi-
cient funds. According to police, the ho-
meowner now refuses to pay for the con-
tracted work.

Sunday, December 16, Raheem Byrd,
28, of Las Vegas, Nev. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle
stop. According to police, Byrd was trans-

ported to headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, December 16, Anthony Perdigao
of Newark was arrested and charged with
unlawful taking of a motor vehicle and
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance. According to police, a report was
taken from a woman who said she lent her
car to Perdigao, who failed to return it. The
suspect was apprehended with the vehicle
at which time crack cocaine was found in
his possession, police said.

Sunday, December 16, a resident of
Harwich Court reported that he received
several packages along with bills for or-
ders he did not place. According to police,
the victim does not know how his credit-
card information was obtained.

Fanwood
Friday, December 14, a resident of

Park Avenue reported that sometime be-
tween December 13 and December 14,
someone removed her wallet from her
unlocked vehicle while it was parked on
the 500 block of North Avenue.

Saturday, December 15, a resident of
the 100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that sometime between December 14 at
11:30 p.m. and December 15 at noon,
someone entered his unlocked vehicle
and removed a camera bag containing a
camera, lens and a flash card.

The victim also reported that a similar
incident occurred sometime between Fri-
day, December 7, after 11 p.m. and Satur-
day, December 8, before 10 a.m., when
someone entered another unlocked ve-
hicle and removed expensive sunglasses
and sterling silver earrings. Police are
investigating both incidents.

Saturday, December 15, Kathleen D.
Filippone, 59, of Roselle was arrested on
an outstanding Cranford warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, December 17, John W.
Moshal, 40, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Tuesday, December 18, Stacy L.
Theofilos, 24, of South Plainfield was
arrested for DWI and refusal to submit to
a breathalizer after a motor-vehicle stop
on Terrill Road.

Tuesday, December 18, Michael R.
Ross, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with an outstanding warrant out of
Irvington after a motor-vehicle stopped in
the 300 block of LaGrande Avenue.

Something Special this Christmas

Westfield Helps Irvington PAL
Play in Giants Halftime Show

EAST RUTHERFORD – Sunday
evening at Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford was cold and windy for
some who attended the Giants-
Redskins game. But for the kids from
the Irvington Raiders PAL football
team, the weather was perfect. It was
their chance of a lifetime to play in
front of nearly 70,000 fans at halftime.

A few weeks ago, the Giants con-
tacted Westfield PAL Coach John
Dugan about fielding a team for half-
time. Beth Roche, director of market-
ing services and youth program de-
velopment for the Giants, said, “The
Westfield PAL has always been a
great partner with the Giants over the
years, and we knew that we could
count on them for a solution to the
halftime show.”

From there, the Giants and the
Westfield PAL determined that the
Irvington Raiders, another team in
the Suburban Youth Football League
(SYFL), would be the best choice for
the halftime show.

“As the bus pulled into the parking
lot of the Meadowlands on Sunday
evening, the players’ faces just lit up;
they were really excited,” Coach
Dugan said. “We had the opportunity
to do this a few times before with our
players, and we remember the impact
that this had on the players, as well as
the community.”

“As an organization, the PAL felt
that the players,  from Irvington re-
ally deserved to have something spe-
cial this Christmas season. These kids
have a lot to deal with on a daily basis,
and we thought that an opportunity
like this – to play football in front of
a Giants Stadium crowd – would be a
great idea and let the people in
Irvington know that the Westfield PAL
cared about them. This is what our
PAL program is all about – when

another PAL program needs us, we
are there for them,” he said.

“Excited cannot describe how these
kids reacted when we told them,” said
Ken West, the Irvington Raiders
coach. “The coaches were just as
excited, too. We all had a great time
out on the field Sunday night and we
cannot thank the Westfield PAL
enough for this wonderful gift to our
kids.”

“Westfield has been very good to
our program over the years, donating
shirts, cleats [and] trophies, among
other items,” Coach West said.

Coach Dugan said, “[The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times] also got in-
volved as did some people who assist
with photography for the PAL. Once
Horace and Dave Corbin (Times pub-
lisher and assistant publisher, respec-
tively) learned of this event, they im-
mediately asked how they could help
and provide one of their top photog-
raphers, Dave Samsky, who accom-
panied PAL photographer Karen
O’Leary to Giants Stadium.”

“We got some really great shots of
these boys; I can’t wait to see the
looks on their faces when they get
these photos,” Ms. O’Leary said.

The Leader provided glossy prints
for each of the 44 players as a holiday
gift that they will receive this week.

The Giants videotaped the half-
time program and will give the video
to the Irvington PAL as a gift.

As the bus pulled away from Gi-
ants Stadium after the halftime show,
Coach West remarked how quiet and
tired the kids were because it was
such a late game.

“I heard one of our players say,
‘That was the best thing that I have
ever done in my life. I will never, ever
forget this day for as long as I live,’”
Coach West said.
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State Education Aid Formula
In addition, the state would now

fund 75 percent of special-education
per-pupil costs that exceed $40,000
for an in-district program or $55,000
for out-of-district programs.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said that, while she was happy to
receive a 10-percent increase in aid
while other towns received 2 percent,
the district’s special-education per-
pupil funding from the state has de-
creased over the past six years.

She said special-education fund-
ing in the district was $2,922,326 in
2001-2002, which equates to $4,887
per student, compared to aid of
$3,202,000 and a per-pupil aid of
$4,191 in 2007-2008.

There were 598 district pupils clas-
sified as special-education students
in 2001, compared to 764 in 2007-
2008. Special-education aid projec-
tions are $3,668,000 for 2008-2009,
which would result in state aid of
$4,649 per special-education student
for the projected 789 special-educa-
tion students for 2008-2009.

She said some categories have been
eliminated while others have been
added. Ms. Hayes said school offi-
cials are seeking more information
on the aid categories and how the
formula was calculated “so we can
build a budget logically.”

“Once we know, it will help us with
our long-range planning,” Ms. Hayes
said. Despite the increase in aid, she

said the district is “concerned” that
its school budget would still mainly
be funded through property taxes.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said he is mobilizing
an e-mail campaign to oppose the
new formula, saying the state did not
take into account that “many” dis-
tricts, including Westfield, have been
flat-funded for years.

“District 21 is behind the curve [in
education funding]. We need to be on
equal [footing] with other districts,”
Mr. Bramnick told The Times. “I think
it is fundamentally unfair that [flat
funding of districts] has not been part
of this formula.”

“I intend to fight on the floor of the
Legislature against a formula that is
not fair to all districts,” he said. “I am
extremely disappointed and not happy
that the formula is unfair, but the fight
is not over.”

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) said the 21st Legislative
District, which includes Cranford,
Summit, Millburn, Mountainside and
Westfield, pays “$800 to $850 mil-
lion” in state income taxes annually
but receives around $27 million in
education funding, which, he said,
breaks down to 3 cents on the tax
dollar in education funding. “So re-
ally, it is an abomination,” he said.

“We’re the cash cows and they
(Democrats) control the state gov-
ernment,” Mr. Munoz said.

He said legislation to make the
new formula state
law should be in-
troduced in the
“next two weeks”
in the lame-duck
session, which he
expects will be
passed by the
Democra t - con-
trolled Legislature.

The Times also
placed calls for
comment to Sena-
tor Nick Scutari
(LD-22, Linden),
Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood) and
Union County Su-
perintendent of
Schools Carmen
Centuolo.

FW Recreation Department
To Fund Senior Programs

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood rec-
reation commission approved ex-
tended funding for senior programs,
in addition to discussing facility us-
age, ice-skating and summer pro-
grams, at its meeting Tuesday night.

Senior services became a topic of
discussion due to Recreation Director
Robert Budiansky’s budget report. In
his report, he detailed a surplus of
funds from in the commission’s trust,
and that the commission was “on tar-
get” with this year’s budget.

The surplus funds, Mr. Budiansky
said, would be best used to continue the
senior-services program throughout the
winter, “given the demand of the pub-
lic.” He said three 12-week sessions
would run throughout the year. The
classes currently offered are tai chi,
aerobics, line dancing or water exer-
cise, all held at the Forest River Park
building, with the exception of water
exercise, which takes place at the JCC.

Continuing the classes throughout
the year comes to $5,074 in instructor
fees, Mr. Budiansky said, and the se-
nior-citizen participants pay for
roughly $1,800 of these funds, or a fee
of $10 for a 12-week class session.

To pay for these classes, the com-
mission passed a motion to use the
surplus funds, so long as the funds do
not exceed $3,000.

Mr. Budiansky said, “Of our bud-
get, the majority goes to programs for
children — Christmas, Halloween, the
Easter Egg Hunt…I think we should
use the money from our surplus.”

“It’s a landmark thing, it’s a revo-
lutionary thing; seniors are never get-
ting a nickel,” Joan Feller, a commis-
sion member, said.

In support of the measure, Mr.
Budiansky said, “It’s not like we’re
reaching into our wallets and pulling
out the last dollar.”

The commission agreed, but com-
mission member Bruce Zakarin had
one objection.

“I agree 100 percent that we should
use the money towards the senior pro-

grams,” he said. “But when the seniors
are coming from outside of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains…that’s when I don’t
think we should be subsidizing.”

“This is our town. This is being
subsidized by our taxpayers to pay
less than $1 per class. We take care of
our taxpayers,” he continued.

Mr. Budiansky added, “I don’t have
any loyalty for anyone outside of this
town” in regard to taxpayer fees.

Commission chairman Pamela
Sayles said, “There’s nothing wrong
with saying $20 for anyone outside of
the town involved in the programs.”

The commission then passed a
motion to charge double the registra-
tion fee, or $20 versus the original
$10, starting with the spring program.

The commission also discussed the
usage of the Carriage House Park. Bor-
ough council liaison to the commission
Dave Valian reported the borough coun-
cil “took the park away from us” to use
as a “passive park” at which no sporting
activities could occur.

The commission wants to use the
park for “pee-wee” sports. Mr. Valian
said, “It’s important for [the council]
to understand that this is for young
children.” However, he said, “people
don’t want a car door slamming at 9
a.m. on a Saturday morning.”

“It’s public land, we have a right to
use it for something,” Ms. Feller said.

The commission then made a mo-
tion “to get [the issue] on the [council’s]
January agenda,” Ms. Sayles said.

Mark Noble of the Children’s Tech-
nology Workshop (CTW) also re-
quested permission to use the Forest
River Park building for his iCamp
summer program. Mr. Noble de-
scribed the program as a “technology
day camp” for kids who do not want
a “typical athletic day camp.” The
program houses 15 campers per week
and runs for two weeks. The commis-
sion agreed upon the predetermined
fee of $10 per head for CTW to pay
the recreation department.

Mr. Noble also discussed the pos-
sibility of using the LaGrande Park
building to house a program he may
conduct with home-schooled children
during a traditional school day.

The commission agreed that they
could rent the building to Mr. Noble
and CTW, however, Ms. Sayles said,
“This can’t be something we’re sup-
porting. We have to rent it like we’d
rent to anyone else.”

Additionally, Mr. Budiansky drew
attention to the issue of ice-skating in
his Director’s Report. In past years,
the borough had offered ice-skating
in which a field is flooded and resi-
dents can skate. The commission sup-
ported renewing the idea for this win-
ter, and discussed having skating from
3 to 5 on weekdays and open “all day”
on weekends. Further information
will be posted on the commission’s
website at fanwoodrecreation.org.

Tuesday’s meeting was the last for
two commission’s members, Russell
Wells and Phyllis Mirabella. Mr. Wells
has served the commission for 12 years,
and Ms. Mirabella has served four.

The work of both has “been really
appreciated, and they will be greatly
missed,” Ms. Sayles said.

approved rates and will anticipate the
addition of five students, principal
budget allowances will remain at the
current levels and natural gas will
include an increase of 20 percent while
electricity will include a 15 percent
increase.

Mr. Del Sordi also presented the
state aid for 2008-2009 the New Jer-
sey Department of Education has pro-
posed. The proposed funding formula
could potentially give the Scotch-
Plains Fanwood district a 10-percent
increase in state aid. “That is better
than we anticipated,” he said.

The district would lose money to-
wards bilingual and consolidated aid
but would see an increase in transpor-
tation aid and special education, as
well as money towards security aid,
which the district did not have for the
2007-2008 school year. The district
received $4,505,354 in 2007-2008
and could see $4,956,000 in 2008-
2009, an increase of $450,646.

“Certainly, a 10-percent increase
in funding is better than the flat state
aid we’ve received over the past six
years, and it is more than I was ex-
pecting for our district,” Linda Nelson,
BOE vice president, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “But because
of that flat funding and our growing
enrollment, we actually will be re-
ceiving less special-education aid per
pupil than we received in the 2001-02
school year,” she continued. “I also
am concerned about what happens at
the end of the three-year ‘hold-harm-
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SP-F Board of Education
less’ period.  It seems to me that the
very fact that the state felt it neces-
sary to include such protection for the
first three years indicates that some
districts will feel harm in the future.
And I am very bothered by the rush to
approve this formula when the state
has released no data that shows how
the formula will work, how it will
impact each district and how the state
will pay for it.”

Mr. Del Sordi said that the board
would look into that topic more in
depth in the upcoming months. See
related school-aid report on page 1.

He said he plans to “present a bud-
get that we feel will be satisfactory.”

Later, an audience member ad-
dressed the board regarding the “sig-
nificant graffiti” that is on the build-
ing in the back of Brunner School.
“Every day for about a month they
[the students] have had to walk past
it,” she said. “I think it sends the
wrong message to the kids.” The
woman noted that she has made Prin-
cipal Jodi Frank aware of the problem
and that Mrs. Frank did put in a work
order for it to get fixed right away, but
that it has yet to happen. Mr. Del
Sordi said that it will be looked into.

During the report for the facilities
committee, board member Rob
O’Connor said that workers on the
turfing project at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School are “on track
to finish it in a timely fashion.”

The board will meet tonight for a
regular public meeting.

would turn into “a free-for-all,” with ev-
ery member “coming from a different
direction” and making it difficult to reach
a consensus.

In the meantime, Mr. Poerio said, he
wants to move ahead with engineering
work at the site, including environmen-
tal analyses of the land and the existing
building and a topography survey. He
said this work would take 30 to 60 days
to complete, and then RBA could for-
mulate more exact cost estimates for
the project, which, if approved by the
council, could be completed by early
2009.
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Scotch Hills

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PAL BOWL...Irvington Raiders PAL football players take the field at Giants
Stadium during Sunday’s halftime to play in front of nearly 70,000 football fans.
Westfield PAL coach John Dugan and members of the Giants administration
arranged the special event for the Irvington Raiders as a Christmas gift.

School  
District 

Increase 
(%) 

Increase 
($) 

Westfield 2 99,000 

Cranford 20 604,000 

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10 451,000 

Mountainside 20 148,000 

Garwood 20 112,000 

Union County Vo-Tech 20 745,000 

Millburn 10 361,000 

Bernards 20 826,000 

New Providence 10 156,000 

Watchung Hills Regional 10 158,000 

Glen Ridge 10 114,000 

Proposed State Education Aid
For Local School Districts
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We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's NJ TRANSIT Ridership
Continues Record Growth

NEWARK — During the first quar-
ter of Fiscal Year 2008, the three-
month period ending September 30,
2007, NJ TRANSIT ridership in-
creased to 64.4 million trips, 3.2 per-
cent over the same period last year.

The corporation reported that im-
provements of service, strong regional
employment trends and higher gas
prices pushed ridership to the highest
ever first-quarter level, with gains
registered on rail, bus and light-rail
modes.

Ridership reached an average of
881,700 trips each weekday, while
weekend trips averaged 712,800. The
weekend trip total was the highest for
any quarter in the corporation’s history.

“These results demonstrate that NJ
TRANSIT is providing the transpor-
tation services that residents demand
in a way that benefits the customer, the
environment and the economy,” said
NJ TRANSIT Chairman and Trans-
portation Commissioner Kris Kolluri.

“Our continued ridership growth is
a reflection of a strong regional
economy and our commitment to cre-
ating connections for our customers
so they can travel on one or more of
our modes during their trip as conve-
niently as possible,” said NJ TRAN-
SIT Executive Director Richard
Sarles. “New Jersey residents are in-
creasingly making NJ TRANSIT their
preferred travel choice.

During the first quarter, customers
took 40.6-million bus trips, 18.9 mil-
lion rail trips and 5-million trips on
the system’s three light-rail lines.

Rail ridership increased by 5.4 per-
cent compared to the first quarter of
FY 07, with rail customers taking an
average of 275,850 trips each week-

day. Trips into and out of New York
Penn Station (NYPS) increased 7.1
percent over last year. Nearly 80 per-
cent of all new rail trips started or
terminated at NYPS.

“[The fact that] almost four of ev-
ery five new rail trips [are] originat-
ing or ending at NYPS highlights
how important it is for us to continue
advancing the Access to the Region’s
Core project, which will double com-
muter rail capacity in and out of New
York,” Mr. Sarles said.

The Main/Bergen County Line led
all lines in ridership growth, with an
overall increase of 8.7 percent and a
23.5-percent increase on weekends.

Northeast Corridor ridership in-
creased 7.4 percent, including 14.7-
percent ridership growth at Newark
Airport Station.

North Jersey Coast Line ridership
increased 3.9 percent, with summer
weekend ridership setting a new
record with 6.7-percent growth.

Raritan Valley Line ridership in-
creased 3.5 percent, with most of the
gains in weekday peak periods.

The Morris and Essex Lines re-
corded 3.2-percent growth, primarily
during the weekday peak periods.

Customers took 5-million trips on
the three light-rail lines – Hudson-
Bergen, Newark and River Line –
during the quarter, a 13.5-percent in-
crease over last year. Customers took
an average of 65,150 trips per week-
day and 61,500 per weekend. Recent
system expansions fueled ridership
growth on the Hudson-Bergen Light
Rail and Newark Light Rail lines.

Hudson-Bergen Light Rail rider-
ship grew 18.4 percent in the quarter,
with two of every three new trips
associated with the system expansion
to Tonnelle Avenue.

The Metropolitan Transit Authority
S89 bus that now connects Staten Is-
land residents with the 34th Street Sta-
tion (Bayonne) generated more than
400 trips per day by the end of the
quarter.

Newark Light Rail ridership in-
creased 9.1 percent, with the Broad
Street Extension averaging 2,235
weekday trips, up 35 percent from the
first quarter in FY 07.

River Line ridership increased nearly
3 percent, with weekday ridership av-
eraging 7,900 trips, the highest ever.

Bus customers took 40.6-million
trips during the quarter – 1 percent
more than the previous year – and
averaged 540,700 trips per weekday,
also a 1-percent gain. Weekend trips
averaged 488,150 trips or three per-
cent more than last year.

Commuter routes to New York City
registered a 3.1 percent increase.

Gains on the 62 route (Newark-
Airport-Perth Amboy) and the 64, 67
and 68 routes serving Monmouth and
Ocean counties helped increase North
Jersey commuter ridership by 2.6 per-
cent.

Children’s Specialized Opens
New Brunswick Hospital

MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s
Specialized Hospital has announced
the opening of PSE&G Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) in New
Brunswick.

The new 60-bed pediatric rehabili-
tation hospital provides inpatient re-
habilitation care for infants through
patients 21 years of age affected by
traumatic brain injury, spinal-cord
dysfunction or premature birth. The
hospital is the 11th site for CSH.

PSE&G Children’s Specialized
Hospital is located adjacent to the
Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s
Hospital at Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital and the Child Health
Institute of the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey.

“This new infrastructure of com-
bining acute, rehabilitation and re-
search is critical to providing the best
care for our patients,” said Amy
Mansue, president and chief execu-
tive officer for CSH. “We interviewed
1,000 people – nurses, physicians,
patients’ families – and incorporated
all of their best ideas into this new
hospital. It’s all about the kids for us,
and creating this new healthcare cam-
pus has changed the way we provide
care to our patients forever.”

Construction of the new hospital
was funded in part by CSH
Foundation’s capital campaign, The
Building Begins with Children, which
raised $33 million toward the project.

Forty-six patients from CSH’s
Mountainside and Toms River facili-
ties were moved in two shifts, with
the adolescents moving in on Decem-
ber 4 and the infants and toddlers
moving in on December 5, officials
said.

CSH will continue to provide long-
term care and outpatient services from
the Mountainside site, officials said.

GIVE THEM A HAND…Holy Trinity Brownie Troop 555 collected more than
100 pair of socks, mittens and scarves for organizations including St. Joseph’s, St.
Claire’s, Madonna House in Neptune and the Union County Family Organiza-
tion, located in Westfield. The Westfield Girl Scouts have held a mitten-tree
collection for more than 15 years.

Westfield BOE, Town Develop
Joint Mission Statement

WESTFIELD – The liaison commit-
tee, representing the Westfield board of
education and the town government,
has developed a mission statement to:

Support a positive working rela-
tionship of the town government and
the public schools for the mutual ben-
efit of the community;

Develop common understanding of
public and educational priorities and
expectations, financial constraints and

budget cost drivers;
Seek ways to work together to ad-

dress mutual community concerns and
Identify cost-sharing opportunities

through shared services and shared
resources.

Committee members include BOE
President Ginny Leiz, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, BOE Vice President Julia
Walker, Councilman/Deputy Mayor
Mark Ciarrocca, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, School
Business Administrator Bob Berman
and Town Administrator Jim Gildea.

As of December 11, the committee
will have met three times since Octo-
ber to establish its role in the commu-
nity and discuss mutual topics of con-
cern and opportunities for shared re-
sources such as an emergency-notifi-
cation system.

“Westfield stands to benefit from
this partnership of governing bodies,”
Ms. Leiz said, “and we look forward to
working together toward our mission.”

Corzine Signs Bill to Repeal
Death Penalty in New Jersey
On Monday, after Governor Jon

Corzine signed the legislation, New
Jersey became the first state in the
nation to repeal the death penalty,
according to nj.com. The Assembly
passed the bill, 44-36, last Thursday,
following passage in the Senate on
December 10 by a tally of 21-16.

Senators Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) and Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden) voted against the repeal. As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) and Assemblyman Jerry
Green (LD-22, Plainfield) supported
it; Assemblymen Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) and Eric Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) voted against it.

“Today, New Jersey is truly evolv-
ing. I believe society first must deter-
mine if its endorsement of violence
begets violence...To that, I answer ‘yes.’
Therefore, we must evolve to stop
endorsing violence,” Mr. Corzine said.

New Jersey has not performed an
execution in 44 years. Eight prison-
ers have been placed on “death row”
since the New Jersey Legislature re-
instated the death penalty in 1982.
The eight prisoners and future capi-
tal-punishment inmates will now
serve life in prison without the possi-
bility of parole.

Christie Pulls Fed. Monitor
From UMDNJ in 2008

U.S. Attorney Chris Christie has
announced that the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ) will no longer have a
federal monitor as of next year. The
monitor was put into place after the
hospital admitted to Medicare fraud.

Essex GOP Names Bramnick
As Legislator of the Year

Last week, Essex County Republi-
can Party Chairman Kevin O’Toole
presented Assemblyman and Minority
Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
with the Essex County Legislator of the
Year Award before 200 Essex County
GOP Committee members.

Mr. O’Toole, senator-elect for the
40th legislative district, recognized
Mr. Bramnick for the “hard work and
dedication” and his “leadership” in
Trenton. Mr. Bramnick holds the
third-ranking Republican position in

the Assembly.
Rules Now Require Additional
Immunizations for Children

New Jersey Health and Senior Ser-
vices Commissioner Fred Jacobs has
approved amendments to the state’s
immunization rules, which will require
four additional immunizations for chil-
dren beginning in September 2008.

The new rules will require children
attending licensed child-care centers
and preschools to receive annual in-
fluenza vaccinations and a
pneumoccocal vaccine.

Children born after January 1, 1997
and enrolled in grade 6 or transferring
into a New Jersey school from another
state or country will be required to
receive a booster dose of the diphtheria,
tetanus and pertussis vaccine, as well as
one dose of meningococcal vaccine.

The Star-Ledger reported that New
Jersey is the first state to require shots
for pre-schoolers.

Bagger to Replace Lazzara
On Kean Board of Trustees

The appointment of former State
Senator Richard Bagger of Westfield
to the Kean University Board of Trust-
ees has cleared the Senate Judiciary
Committee. Mr. Bagger would re-
place Richard Kinney.

The board considered Joann Lazzara
of Wayne for reappointment to the Kean
board and Anthony Sartor of Scotch
Plains for another term on the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Assembly Ups Maximum Death
Benefits for Volunteer Firefighters

The State Assembly approved legis-
lation, 80-0, last week to increase the
maximum death benefit from $10,000
to $25,000 for life-insurance policies
for volunteer fire-department members.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) was a sponsor of the bill.
The legislation, which passed the Sen-
ate 39-0, will head to Governor Jon
Corzine for his consideration.
Senate to Vote to Rename Rt. 23

After Ex-Rep. Robert Roe
The State Senate approved legisla-

tion Monday to rename Route 23,
which runs from Verona in Essex
County to Montague Township in
Sussex County, as Robert A. Roe
Highway. Mr. Roe served 24 years in
Congress before retiring in 1993.
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NJ DEP Releases
Compliance Report

TRENTON – The New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) has released its Compli-
ance and Enforcement Highlights
Report. It is available at nj.gov/dep.

The report features new sections.
The first, Natural and Historic Re-
sources, focuses on the efforts of the
DEP’s Bureau of Dam Safety and
Flood Control, Fish and Wildlife’s
Bureau of Law Enforcement and Parks
and Forestry’s Forest Fire Service.

The other, Joint Operations, spot-
lights the combined enforcement ef-
forts of DEP programs working in
cooperation with federal, state and
local agencies.

“A strong compliance and enforce-
ment program is critical to achieving
the mission of the Department of
Environmental Protection,” Commis-
sioner Lisa Jackson said. “The assis-
tance the program provides to busi-
nesses and government prevents pol-
lution and promotes efficient envi-
ronmental protection, while our en-
forcement efforts ensure an even play-
ing field for the regulated community
and compliance with the high stan-
dards the public demands.”

Through the federally mandated New
Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System Municipal Stormwater
Regulation Program, the DEP regu-
lates stormwater discharges into the
state’s waterways from 677 munici-
palities, counties, state, interstate and
federal agencies.

The DEP and the Municipal Excess
Liability Joint Insurance Fund offer a
free training video for municipal gov-
ernments and their employees to help
them comply with the state’s stormwater
regulations. The video is available to all
municipalities at njmel.org.

Currently, stormwater runoff ac-
counts for nearly 60 percent of the
state’s water pollution.

The DEP’s Division of Fish and
Wildlife has completed its annual win-
ter trout stocking of New Jersey wa-
ters, enabling anglers to fish for trout
all year. A total of 23 lakes through-
out the state were stocked with 5,030
rainbow trout. The trout were raised
at the Pequest State Trout Hatchery in
Warren County. Only larger two-year-
old rainbow trout averaging 14 to 16
inches were stocked during the win-
ter trout program.

Although much of the winter fish-
ing activity in these areas occurs dur-
ing open water or unfrozen periods,
anglers also have the opportunity to
catch trout through the ice.

In northern New Jersey, safe ice is
usually present on most stocked wa-
ter bodies during the winter. How-
ever, some of the parks where trout
are stocked, particularly in the urban
areas, prohibit ice fishing.

Anglers should check with the in-
dividual park office regarding their
regulations on ice fishing.

We’ll help you Create The Perfect basket for family and friends!

Woodbridge
•CABERNET       •SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY   •MERLOT
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING

•CABERNET   
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL1299

M&R Asti 999

Blackstone
California

Wines
ALL TYPES

899

Yellow
Tail
ALL TYPES

1199

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave., Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 12 thru Tues., Dec. 25, 2007. We reserve the right
to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Grey Goose Vodka

2799REG. OR
FLAVORED

CASK
16

Inniskillin
Vidal
Ice
Wine 4199

Georges
Duboeuf
Beaujolais
Nouveau 799

750
ML

Absolut Vodka

2299REG. OR
FLAVORED

1 LTR

Jack Daniels

3799

Jose Cuervo

3499GOLD OR
CLASICO
WHITE

LIGHT
OR GOLD

Johnnie Walker

2999
Tanqueray

3299

Bacardi Rum

1999

Francsac
Extra

25-Year Old
Cognac

5999

VODKA

1.75 LCrystal 999

GIN

RUM

BOURBON

1.75 L

Captain Morgan
SPICED
RUM 2599

1.75 L

Olifant 1999

1.75 L
Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

1.75 L
Smirnoff
REGULAR 1999

1.75 LGordon’s 1599

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1.75 LJohn Begg 1699

750
ML

Glenlivet
Nadurra 4999

Dewar’s
WHITE
LABEL

2999

Hendrick’s

3299

750
ML

Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3399

750
ML

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3399

750
ML

Macallan
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3999

750
ML

Dalmore
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 2799

Speyburn
10-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 1999

Ketel One
REG. OR CITROEN 3699

Plymouth 1999

WHISKIES
Jameson
12-YEAR OLD
IRISH WHISKEY 3499Knob Creek 2699

Woodford
Reserve 2699

Remy
Martin
Cognacs ALL 750 ML

VSOP 3399
XO 9999

CARNEROS
•Chardonnay . . . .1499

•Merlot  . . . . . . . . . .1599

•Cabernet. . . . . . . 1799
•Cabernet
•Merlot . . . . . . . . . . 1299

•Chardonnay. . . . . . 999

•Sauvignon Blanc
•Johannisberg
Riesling . . . . . . . . . . . 899 •Fume Blanc. . . . 1399

Almaden
•CHABLIS    •RHINE
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY 1099

5 L
BOX

5 L
BOX

•Riserva Ducale
CHIANTI
GOLD LABEL 2799

Opici
HOMEMADE 
BARBERONE 1299

TEQUILA

COGNACS
ALL 750 MLDe Laroche

VS

1499
VSOP

1999
XO

3999

GREEN
15-YR. OLD

4499

GOLD
18-YR. OLD

6499

BLUE
LABEL

17499
750
ML

BLUE
LABEL

32999
1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

Family of Scotches

Johnnie
Walker

Johnnie
Walker

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE 3799

Domaine Ste. Michelle
SPARKLING WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT  •BLANC DE NOIR 1499

Louis Roederer
BRUT PREMIUM CHAMPAGNE 3699

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

Barefoot Bubbly
ALL TYPES 799

Banfi ROSA REGALE 1599Dom Perignon
BRUT CHAMPAGNE 12999

Moet & Chandon
WHITE STAR 3299

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole BLUE TOP 2699

750
ML

750
ML

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes Ports & Sherries

•Harvey’s
BRISTOL CREAM
SHERRY

•Dry Sack
SHERRY 1299

999

•Modus  . . .1999

•Il Ducale
RED  . . . . . . . .1599

ALTO ADIGE
•Pinot Grigio

1299

Fonseca
PORTS    ALL 750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot
Grigio 1899 ALL 750 MLS

ALL 750 ML

Infinity

RUSSIAN RIVER
•Chardonnay1499

ALEXANDER VALLEY
•Cabernet Sauvignon
RUSSIAN RIVER

•Pinot Noir1999

Moselland
Riesling

999

375
ML

Sutter Home
White
Zinfandel 699

1.5 L 1.5 L

750
ML

Seagram’s 
7 Crown 1699

Crown Royal2199

Canadian 
Club 1699

750
ML

750
ML

Gentleman
Jack SOUR MASH 2399

750
ML

750
ML

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

750
ML

Don Julio
ALL 750 ML

Patron
SILVER 3799

Debriac XO 2999

Di Lupo
•Chianti
Riserva 999

750
ML

750
ML

Gilbey’s 1399

1.75 L

1.75 L1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML750

ML

RED
LABEL GIN

Crown Royal

7999

1099
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Bella Sera
Pinot Grigio
(AND ALL
OTHER TYPES)1099

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

RuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffino

4 L
750
ML

1.5 L

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

®

Debit
Card

•Baileys All Types
•Di Saronno

1899

Chambord

2499 2099

•Cointreau
•Grand Marnier

•B&B Liqueur
•Drambuie

Frangelico

750 ML

750 ML750 ML

1 L

1999
750 
ML

2999 2699750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

899
1.5 L

•Irish Mist
•Licor 43
•Romana

Sambuca
REGULAR OR BLACK

•Starbucks
COFFEE OR CREAM LIQUEUR

1.75 L

1.75 L

1 LTR

750
ML

750
ML

Kahlua

1799
750 ML

SILVER  . . . .3799

REPOSADO  . .4199

AÑEJO  . . . .4499

•BIN 27  . .1499

•LBV  . . . . . .1599

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice! Your

Choice!

Your
Choice!

By
Ship!

BeerBeer Is At
Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported &
Domestic Beer: MORE THAN  ANYONE ELSE IN
NEW JERSEY!

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Dec. 25, 2007

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Holiday Gift Baskets

Ewephoria

899 Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Specialty 
Gourmet Foods

$2.00
OFF

This sheep’s milk Gouda
brings happiness where ever

it goes. Creamy on the
tongue with a nutty finish,

this imported Dutch Cheese
is perfect for entertaining.

$10.00 or More

Toward The Purchase of
REG.

14.99 lb.lb.

Mimolette

1499

This delicate cow’s milk
cheese from France is

famous for its’ deep russet
color and cannon ball like

shape. Cheddar-like in flavor,
Mimolette is a hit on any

cheese platter.

REG.
18.99 lb.lb.

Garrotxa

1599

This aged goat’s milk cheese
from Spain has a semi-soft
and compact texture with a
surprisingly delicate flavor
and clean, smooth finish.

REG.
19.99 lb.lb.

Epoisse

1299

From Burgundy in France,
Epoisses is a perennial

favorite with fans of strong-
smelling cheese. This soft
cow’s milk cheese has a

washed rind, pungent flavor,
and spreadable silky paste.

Individual 9-oz. pieces

REG.
16.99

THE PERFECT GIFT...

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 
Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Mon., Dec. 31, 2007.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

10% OFF
Towards the purchase of any one

Pre-Made Gift Basket
With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 

Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Mon., Dec. 31, 2007.

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!

Voter-Registration
Deadline Approaches
 ELIZABETH – County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reminds Union
County residents that January 15 is
the deadline for registering to vote in
the upcoming Presidential Primary
Election in New Jersey.

“This is an exciting, historic first
for New Jersey – voting for a presi-
dential candidate in February instead
of June,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “I urge all
eligible residents to be part of the
process and vote on February 5. Your
vote does count.”

Voter-registration forms are avail-
able at the offices of every municipal
clerk. Forms may also be obtained by
calling the office of the Union County
clerk at (908) 527-4996 or by visiting
the Union County website at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/election.html.

Voter-registration forms should be
mailed to the Union County Board of
Elections, 271 North Broad Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07208-3702 no later
than January 14.

Any United States citizen 18 years
or older who is not serving a sen-
tence, probation or parole because of
a felony conviction and has been a
resident of New Jersey and Union
County for at least 30 days qualifies
to vote in the Presidential Primary on
February 5.

Registered voters who are unaffili-
ated with a political party may vote in
the Presidential Primary by request-
ing a Republican or Democratic bal-
lot from the election official at their
regular polling place on the date of
the election.

For more information about voter
registration, call the Union County
Board of Elections at (908) 527-4123.
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Coach Joe Freeman Preceded
Remarkable Coach Kehler

Councilman Extends
Holiday Greeting

As we celebrate and enjoy this holiday
season, let me wish everyone joyous holi-
days and a new year of happiness and
good health.

If there is one word I seem to be more
mindful of every year at this time, it is
optimism, a confidence and belief that we
as citizens living in the greatest nation in
the world will continue to push to expand
the boundaries of humanity, compassion,
peace and good will to all.

As we come together as family and
friends, let us remember to take a moment
to honor and pay tribute to all our heroes
in service to our country who serve to
protect our freedoms. Let us pray for their
safety and comfort and hope that they and
their families too shall be together again
soon.

Happy holidays and best wishes to all.

Councilman Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

People in Charge of This State Are
Disappointingly Inappropriate

Coach Kehler Put WHS
Ahead of Opponents
I had the absolute privilege to wrestle

for Coach Kehler in the early seventies
and my brother Charlie wrestled for him
in the early sixties. We all know that he
was a fabulous coach. When we stepped
onto the mat we were always a step ahead
of our opponents just because we were
part of a Kehler team.

More importantly, Coach Kehler was a
wonderful role model and a gentleman.
We were taught to treat our opponents
with respect and to carry ourselves in a
dignified manner, win or loose. Many of
the principles that I learned from Coach
Kehler in the WHS wrestling room I have
applied during my life. To his family I
express my deepest condolences. To
Coach Kehler I say thank you and rest in
peace.

Joe Mannino
Boca Raton, Fl.

WHS Class of ‘71

School Teacher in Elizabeth Disturbed by Editorials on
Lagging English Education, Stance on Public Question 4

Please Clean Cars and Sidewalks of
Snow and Ice for Safety of All

As a subscriber, citizen and former
publishing professional, I am increas-
ingly disturbed by how frequently your
editorials reflect an absence of any at-
tempt to find the most basic information
on the subjects being discussed. Spewing
misinformation – or uninformed opinion
– does not serve the interests of the com-
munities you serve.

I am one of many voters who go to
editorial pages to seek an array of opin-
ions and rationales for supporting candi-
dates for local elections; furthermore,
editorials can be very useful in providing
discussion on ballot proposals and public
questions.

I was stunned by your editorial com-
ment from November 1: “Public Ques-
tion 4 requests that voters authorize
amending the Constitution concerning
‘The Right to Vote For Certain Persons,’
Article II, Section I, paragraph 6. We
don’t understand this one, and we’ve not
heard any of the candidates for state of-
fices discuss the matter. On concern alone
for authorizing them to tinker with the
Constitution, we say vote no.”

It would have been very easy to find
out that this question proposed nothing
more than removing antiquated and of-
fensive terms such as “idiot” from “The
Right to Vote For Certain Persons,” Ar-
ticle II, Section I, paragraph 6.

In an era where people with disabilities
are accorded more respect – and legal
protections – than at the time the state
Constitution was written, this change was
appropriate and had no possible negative
ramifications. Do we want to use “idiot”
as a label for either the retarded and
mentally ill or those no longer mentally fit
to vote due to Alzheimer’s or other de-
generative diseases when they are no
longer competent to vote?

But, that was November, and now
you’ve done it again: Your December 13
editorial on English/ESL reflects total
ignorance of the terms you throw around.
ESL (English as a second language) is the
academic program that teaches non-En-
glish speaking students English.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, and nearly ev-
ery district in the state have certified,
dedicated, and very busy ESL teachers
assisting students in English language
acquisition so that they will become bet-
ter able to function academically in the
educational mainstream in our public
schools.

During the period when such students
have insufficient English to read, write,
speak or comprehend the language they
hear, some are in bilingual programs,
which I suspect are what you really object
to.

I teach in a middle school in Elizabeth,
and my Spanish-speaking bilingual stu-
dents are studying the same language arts
text (switching between English and a
translation for comprehension) and skills,
and using the same math, social studies/
civics/geography, and science textbooks
as the mainstream students. We have been
reading about democracy and American
history, with a focus on documents such
as the Bill of Rights, Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and Constitution.

Depending on prior educational back-
ground, bilingual students at the second-
ary school level move fully into the main-
stream in three to five years, sometimes
less. By the way, those newcomer bilin-
gual students are learning much more in
their academic classes, much more than
the scattering of other new ESL students
– Haitian, Portuguese, etc. – who do not
have bilingual programs available to them
and cannot understand their classroom
teachers or texts.

These students only have ESL for 40
minutes a day to help them become able
to learn academic content. When you
write about the educational status of Eliza-
beth as you do, you ignore the massive
amounts of research that link educational
achievement to family and other socio-
economic factors.

Please read “Parenting: In Gaps at
School, Weighing Family Life” By
Michael Winerip -- The New York Times,
December 9. A study suggests that many
low standardized test scores could be

explained by what takes place at a
student’s home, where variables are be-
yond the control of schools.

A friend e-mailed me this anecdote
about the ramifications of the issues in
Mr. Winerip’s article in Westfield. Last
year one of the civic organizations in
town wanted to give a scholarship to a
WHS graduating student. The criteria were
that the student had to have need and be in
the top 10 percent of the class. The guid-
ance director had to convince them to
lower their standards because in the class
of 2007, there were no needy families
with students in the top 10  percent of the
class – all [were] affluent. They had to dip
into the second 10th.

It would be much more valuable for
you to address issues we might be able to
influence in regard to education: – Why
don’t the governors (who have an influ-
ential annual conference) and our local
members of Congress push for full (the 30
percent written into the original legisla-
tion) funding of special education instead
of dumping the costs on states? With only
15 percent ever federally funded, states
like New Jersey that have strong special
ed programs have absorbed a huge ex-
pense; the current administration cut that
to 7 percent.

Now our state government wants
wealthy local districts, such as those in
our area, to fully fund their programs,
which is an idea that will disastrously
increase local taxes and lead to the total
economic segregation in New Jersey.

With increasing concerns about driv-
ing and pedestrian safety in our area and
the state, why do you not push local
communities such as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield to reinstate the
classroom portion of driver education in
our public schools? In the rest of the state,
this is considered a state-mandated por-
tion of the health curriculum. We need it
here, now.

[I am] a reader who is seriously consid-
ering canceling a 23-year subscription.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Laager – To arrange or form in a

defensive enclosure
2. Pratti – Cymbals
3. Uletic –  Pertaining to the gums
4. Tussah – An undomesticated Asiatic

silkworm

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

EUSTOMATOUS
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Having a well-developed mouth
4. Resounding; very loud

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to the emerald
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Withered or emaciated

FLUCTISONOUS
1. Trembling; shaking
2. To be or become dim
3. Resembling the sound of waves
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

PETARD
1. A pustule or pimple
2. A kind of firecracker
3. A shoemaker
4. A scallop or large mollusk

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get away
with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we even got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill To-
wards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that “Merry Christ-
mas” was the warmest possible greeting that one
person could give to another. It was only pure good
in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa
for understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone

– and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Missing from my thoughts as a young boy at the

time was the sentiment for others as I spent wonder-
ful moments during Christmas with my family and
friends. We weren’t at war then as we are now. Today,
hundreds of thousands of our soldiers are away from
their families, protecting us. Join us in wishing them
a Merry Christmas and a heartfelt “Thank You.”

Letters to the Editor

Time Has Come to End Boss Rule In
County Politics Throughout N. Jersey
County Political Parties in New Jersey

too often operate in an undemocratic
manner with party chairs wielding near
dictatorial power over the selection of
candidates, the spending of campaign cash
and the filling of legislative vacancies.
Unfortunately, the threat of losing a gov-
ernment job or contract if a party member
defies the county political boss is not just
a chapter in a history book, but remains a
gritty reality of New Jersey politics.

That is why it is so important that the
New Jersey State Legislature pass the
Party Democracy Act. This recently in-
troduced legislation, sponsored by Sena-
tors Loretta Weinberg (D-37) and Diane
Allen (R-7) and Assemblywomen Linda
Greenstein (D-14), Amy Handlin (R-13)
and Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-37), pro-
vides a few basic requirements of funda-
mental fairness in party activities without
micro-managing party affairs.

The Party Democracy Act is designed
to ensure that county committee mem-
bers can make decisions free of intimida-
tion from party bosses and according to a
clearly spelled out and fundamentally fair
set of rules. For each county party, these
rules must be approved by the committee
members themselves; neighborhood-level
party officials that are elected by the
voters in primaries. This way the associa-
tional rights of party members are re-
spected.

The proposed legislation requires that
all county parties have constitutions and
by-laws and that a copy of these docu-
ments be made available to any county
committee member within 48 hours of a
request for them. This way, all partici-
pants will know the rules of the game.
Without rules easily accessible to all par-
ticipants, political parties become club-
houses with party chairs dominating.
However, the content of the constitution
and by-laws is not imposed by this legis-
lation, but decided by each county politi-
cal party’s elected committee members.

Similarly, the legislation requires that
a certified list of county committee mem-
bers be filed with the county clerk and
that committee members resign their seats
by notarized letter. These basic safeguards
are proposed because past abuses have
included forged resignation signatures,
among other attempts to unfairly manipu-
late the process.

Voting machines are required by this
legislation when the political parties are
filling a legislative vacancy. This is nec-
essary because state laws (Title 19) pre-
scribe that the political party of the vacat-
ing legislator directly select the next leg-
islator through a vote of the county com-
mittee within the legislative district.

In other words, in New Jersey, legisla-

tive vacancies are filled by the political
parties and not by an immediate special
election of all the voters. Nearly one-in-
three current New Jersey legislators ini-
tially won their seat this way. It is critical
that the county committee members that
vote in this selection process feel free to
vote their conscience and that people who
are interested in these positions believe
that even if they are opposed by the county
chair they have a fair shot to compete. A
voting machine vote, which guarantees
secrecy, is the best way to ensure a fair
selection process.

Contrary to the predictable objections
of some county party chairs, the Party
Democracy Act falls well within what is
constitutionally permissible as outlined
by the U.S. Supreme Court in Eu v. San
Francisco Democratic Committee, 489
U.S. 214 (1989). It was designed in close
consultation with constitutional law ex-
perts.

County political parties play large, and
often, unseen roles not only in county
government, but in state and local gov-
ernment as well. The power wielded by
county political parties determines who
fills important government appointments
and the quality of our elected representa-
tives. The Party Democracy Act offers
the promise of democracy instead of dic-
tatorship in New Jersey’s political par-
ties. Its adoption should be a high priority
for all who care about improving New
Jersey government and politics.

Harry Pozycki
Citizens Campaign

Metuchen

Reading of the passing and services for
legendary Westfield coach Gary Kehler
brought back many memories of his pro-
duction of nearly invincible football teams
for a generation. Those of us still around
from WHS school days that preceded the
remarkable Kehler era would also recall
the earlier post-World War II years when
Westfield football teams were coached
with almost equal success and end-to-end
undefeated years by Joe Freeman. I don’t
recall whether he was a mentor of Gary’s
or if he signed on following Coach
Freeman’s retirement.

But all of us who were local students in
that 1940’s decade would very well recall
the joys of watching the three all-state (at
least one an all-American) McGinley
brothers, Ed, Gerry and Rick, who brought
glory to Westfield High with their heroic

gridiron prowess as running backs in
Coach Freeman’s single-wing attack long
before the Butch Woolfolk and Dave
Brown eras.

By coincidence, I had heard from Ed
McGinley just before this past Thanks-
giving, which reminded me that these
three brothers were as much a part of our
Thanksgiving days in my high school
days then as was a turkey dinner. I wrote
back to Ed mentioning this, and was
pleased to receive a recent photo of the
three brothers only yesterday. It’s Ed on
the right, Gerry on the left and Rick in the
middle. With them is a younger woman
whose family name was almost as widely
known in town, Alice Brady Cooper (see
photograph on page 5).

Frank Betz
Warren

Is anyone else out there completely
aggravated by the audacity of our state’s
government? Last year, it was a proposal
to do away with local control of our
public schools. And now, for the New
Year, we have been given the gift of more
vaccinations for our children.

Is anyone else out there concerned that
it is now mandatory that your preschool
aged kids get a flu shot, every year? My
86-year-old grandmother wouldn’t get a
flu shot if you paid her. I choose not to get
the flu shot or to give my kids the flu shot
and this is my choice. It may not be your
choice, but it’s mine, and I’m deeply
concerned that my government has elimi-
nated this choice, imposing its idea of
how I should take care of my family’s
health.

It’s okay to smoke though, right? Isn’t

the flu the thing your doctor tells you to go
home with because, “It’s the flu and medi-
cine doesn’t cure it”? We are already a
society of over-dosage and overreaction
to commonplace illnesses and disease.

We have medicated ourselves right out
of being able to kill frightening bacteria
that can now kill us. Additionally, we are
still in the midst of controversy over what
does and does not cause Autism. Why
would anyone move forward with requir-
ing vaccinations of this sort when there is
so much debate at hand?

Once again, the people we put in charge
of this state are disappointingly inappro-
priate in their thinking. And once again,
their timing is impeccable.

Lori Kraemer
Westfield

Excuse me for being upset, especially
at this time of the year, but this is a serious
problem that needs to be addressed. I was
driving north on the Garden State Park-
way Sunday night and the car in front of
me had a large sheet of ice fly off of it.

I could not change lanes because I had
cars next to me on both sides. I had to
watch this chunk of ice smash into my
windshield right in front of my son who
was sitting in the front passenger seat.
The sound of the impact scared the heck
out of me — and how the ice didn’t smash
through the windshield is a miracle to say
the least. It would have hit my son in the
head.

I am irate that people can be so lazy.
How much effort does it take to clean off
the car? If only all people had respect for
their fellow citizens. If my son would
have been hurt, the best I could have
hoped for was an apology. Save the apol-
ogy, and clean your car.

If government were serious about pro-
tecting the citizens, the State Police would
be out there pulling over all cars with
snow and ice on them. If they pulled over
and fined hundreds of cars, you can bet
that the word would spread quickly and
lazy people would act to avoid being
fined.

The same goes for shoveling sidewalks.
I cannot believe how many people ignore
this responsibility. I sometimes see kids,
on their way to school, walking out into
the street on Rahway Avenue because the
people in Stoneleigh Park neglect to take
care of the sidewalks behind their homes.
They put up fences and leave it to others

to worry about.
Wake up people. Take responsibility

for your actions or non-actions. If not for
the interest of others, at least do it for self-
interest. Don’t wait for an insurance law-
suit.

In the spirit of the season, I thanked
God that my son wasn’t hurt, and then I
made sure I threw some extra salt on my
sidewalk.

Anthony Scaglione
Westfield

Merry Christmas Union
County Taxpayers

At the last Union County Freeholder
meeting, an ordinance was introduced which
simply stated “An ordinance fixing the
salaries of county officials and department
heads.” During public comment, I asked
who would be receiving raises and the
freeholder chairwoman refused to give any
details. She instead instructed me to place
an Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request
with the clerk.

At the end of the meeting I spoke out as
the Freeholders were leaving the dais,
“Did you not answer me because you are
ashamed of the raises? You should be.
You don’t deserve them”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood also asked
for the information during public comment
and was instructed to place an OPRA
request with the clerk. He stated he wanted
to see the ordinance before determining
“whether you deserve the raises.” He
later read the first part of his “Union
County Countdown to Disaster – 2007,”
which he reads each December to the
freeholders. He summed up a list of
lawsuits against the county, county tax
hikes, the use of county cars for non-work
activities and a photo opportunity for a
county freeholder candidate staged in front
of the county’s new Homeland Security
boat, as well as the many investigations
by both the State Attorney General’s and
federal U.S. Attorney’s offices.

Mr. Paterson said county government
continues to use “waste, mismanagement
and corruption” in its operations. After
obtaining the full text of the ordinance
through OPRA, it was confirmed that the
Freeholders, county manager and deputy
county manager will be receiving
retroactive pay raises. Which means they
are getting pay raises for the new year and
a Christmas bonus for the past year.

A Westfield Leader article quotes
county director of public information
Sebastian D’Elia as stating the raises place
the Union County freeholder salaries to
fourth highest among New Jersey’s 21
counties. However, documents obtained
by placing OPRA’s to all 20 counties
reveal Union County will now be the third
highest paid freeholder board behind
Essex and Hudson counties respectively.

The county director of public
information was also quoted as stating the
county has the “fourth or fifth” highest
population in the state. However,
according to 2006 census information on
all 21 counties posted on the New Jersey
State website, Union County has the
seventh highest population in the state.

Our county manager, who is State
Senator Raymond Lesniak’s nephew,
became a Union County employee when
two part-time positions were created for
him, deputy county manager and director
of economic development. He was
appointed to the county manager position
in 2001. Sen. Lesniak’s nephew is the
third highest paid county administrator in
the state behind Middlesex and Somerset
who do not employ deputy executives.
The Somerset County executive has been
a county employee for 37 years.

Freeholders are part-time positions.
They will now be paid $30,385 — an
increase of $885. The chairman will
earn $32,445 — an increase of 945 —
and the vice-chairman will receive
$31,415 — an increase of $915. The
county manager will now earn $163,831
— an increase of $6,301 and the deputy
county manager, $142,440 — an
increase of $4,817.

This Thursday, December 20, the Union
County freeholders will have the final
reading of the ordinance. They will then
allow public comment and most likely
vote 9-0 in favor. Merry Christmas
taxpayers.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Holiday Schedule
Announcement

The New Year’s newspaper edition
will be completed December 24 and
mailed Thursday, December 27. The
following week will be completed Mon-
day, December 31 and mailed Thurs-
day, January 3.

Our office is open Christmas week.
(closed December 25 and January 1).
Press days will be Monday, December
24 and Monday, December 31.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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1940s GREATS...Westfield High School football greats from coach Freeman’s
single-wing attack meet to remember good times. See letter on page 4. Pictured,
left to right, are the McGinley brothers: Gerry, Rick and Ed with Alice Brady
Cooper.

Letters to the Editor

Marks Condemns Stender Vote to
Abolish Death Penalty in New Jersey
Gov. Jon Corzine and the New Jersey

Legislature have validated once again
why our state is perceived to be one of the
most liberal in the nation with the signing
of the bill to abolish the death penalty for
even the most heinous of criminal mon-
sters. With her vote in support of this bill
Assemblywoman Linda Stender, who is
presumed to once again be the Democrat
candidate for Congress in the Seventh
Congressional District, has shown that on
this issue she is out of step with the
residents of our district.

The rationale used for eliminating the
death penalty in New Jersey has been
specious at best. The claim that capital
punishment is not a deterrent to crime is
impossible to practically back up as it has
been decades since an execution has actu-
ally been carried out in this state. Our
liberal judiciary and the long drawn out
appeals process have thwarted the imple-
mentation of the sentence at every turn.
With the advances in forensic science, in
particular DNA analysis, we can be cer-
tain that those convicted beyond a reason-
able doubt of a brutal capital crime will
appropriately receive the punishment they

deserve.
 With this most ill-conceived bill, our

Governor and the New Jersey Legislature
have sent the wrong message not only to
the most odious walking the streets, but,
more importantly, to the law abiding citi-
zens of our state. We, at the very least,
deserve representatives in Trenton and
Washington who will not kowtow to the
liberal establishment that seem to be more
concerned about the rights of the most
vicious of predators rather than the most
innocent among us.

Instead of enthusiastically signing this
bill, Gov. Jon Corzine should have used
his veto and then send the issue back to
the Legislature so that whatever flaws are
perceived to be in our present death pen-
alty statute that have prevented it from
being implemented for so many years,
could have been addressed and remedied.”

Martin Marks for Congress
Scotch Plains

Learn More
goleader.com/organizations

Prospect Street is the
‘War Zone of Westfield’

Nearly two years ago, plans had begun
on what most thought would be a great
addition to downtown Westfield. The
benefits to local businesses was touted
continuously, and seemed promising.
However, the Savannah on Prospect Street
has proven to be nothing more than a loss
in profit, and a slow demise for all those
within its radius. Continued road and
parking lot closures have curtailed traf-
fic, discouraged shopping and have made
the day-to-day operations for surround-
ing businesses nearly impossible.

Local business is precisely what
Westfield was built on, and we beganour
businesses with that as our mantra. Now
we are faced with the difficulty of open-
ing our doors each morning (literally).
Employees find it difficult to come to
work, and once loyal customers who
choose to avoid the aggravation of con-
struction, are turning to other, more ac-
cessible businesses. Our faith in what we
thought Westfield would be, or could be,
is no longer prevalent.

We are more dissatisfied and discour-
aged by the lack of support from local
officials, the DWC and the Chamber of
Commerce. Each has been approached
and each has provided us with empty
promises. At a recent DWC meeting, the
undersigners met with town administra-
tor Jim Gildea, town councilman Sal
Carauna and board members. Our con-
cerns were disregarded and we felt Mr.
Caruana was rude. Mr. Gildea took all of
our e-mail addresses with a promise to
“keep us informed,” yet to date, he has not
e-mailed us with any information.

Calls to all of these officials have gone
unanswered. Even after promises from
DWC Executive Director Sherry Cronin
and a letter from James Gildea that Pros-
pect Street “would no longer be closed,”
– the street has been closed. In fact, we are
staring at a concrete truck through our
shop windows as we write this.

Who is the voice of this town? Who has
the power and pull to help local busi-
nesses like ourselfs survive; especially in
this crucial holiday shopping season?
Prospect Street now resembles what we
call, “The War Zone of Westfield.” Re-

gardless of the aesthetics, our stores are
virtually impossible to access.

Our registers show zero dollars for
consecutive days, necessary deliveries
are being turned away and outgoing de-
liveries are near impossible to make.
Accessibility and aesthetics are a major
draw for our businesses. Without that we
have no chance of survival.

While the accommodations at the Sa-
vannah, are sure to be quite luxurious, by
the end of construction, residents of this
new facility might have no place to shop.

Wardens are notorious for there ability
to pull strings when necessary, bend the
rules when applicable and stroke the hands
of those who stroke theirs. We ask then,
“Who is the warden of Westfield?” Must
the construction of one edifice be the
demise of what defines the downtown
district? How long will this continue?
Will calls remain unanswered? Will local
politicians continue stroking the hands of
those who stroke theirs? Will the prom-
ises of town officials ever be trustworthy
again? Soon we might not be able to pay
the taxes that the town council, DWC and
Chamber of Commerce thrive on. We
sincerely hope the warden will be there
for them as he has been for us.

Scott Edmonds, Maria Candida,
Susan Auer, Ralph Bencivenga,

George Brummer, Anna Mastrianni,
Michaelangelo, Christina Brennan

and John Robert

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSTRUCTION COMPLAINTS...Prospect Street in Westfield is closed Tues-
day as concrete trucks make deliveries to the Savannah construction site. Neigh-
boring businesses complain of the distruption of their business over the last two
years due to the construction. See letter to the editor on this page.

Editor’s Note, RVSA
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-

ity has instructed a Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times reporter
not to bring a camera to RVSA public
meetings until RVSA’s personnel com-
mittee discusses a formal policy and com-
missioners approve it in January. Although
we question the legality of this, we will
comply until the matter is resolved.

Personnel Committee chairman Joan
Papen of Scotch Plains said RVSA in-
terim administrator Michael Brinker is-
sued a ban on videotaping/photography
at the plant after an individual videotaped
employees without permission.

Most often when people think of Brandy, they think of Cognac, Armanagac, or
perhaps Spain.  This will make you think of Italy when you think Brandy.  Made
from Trebbiano grapes that are fermented to only 10% alcohol, there is no harsh
edge to this.  Frequently, even high-end cognac will leave a burning sensation on

the palate.  This is all smooth, smoky, silky fruit.  Blended from lots that have
been in barrel between 10 and 15 years, the oak is seamlessly integrated.  No

artificial coloring, artificial sweeteners or added sulfites.  This is pure pot-
distilled brandy at its finest.  Put another log on the fire.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$29.99 1.75L
$36.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$19.99 1.75L
$32.99 1.75L
$21.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$37.99 1.75L
$25.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$57.99 1.75L
$57.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$36.99 1.75L
$32.99 1.75L
$28.99 750ml
$29.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

$25.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$25.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$18.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Villa Zarri Italian Brandy
$64.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.

Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%
OFF

Chateau Jean Faure St. Emilion Grand Cru 2005  $44.99

A spectacular example of great right bank wine that at $44.99 is selling at a price
that is almost ridiculously low.  Their neighbors (Ch. L’Evangile, Dominique and

Cheval Blanc) get as much as 20 times more.  Planted to near equal parts of
Cabernet Franc and Merlot (almost the exact mix found at Cheval Blanc), the 2005

was a near perfect growing season for Jean Faure. Cassis, cherry, purple fruit,
lavender and a kiss of oak

 Toros Pinot Grigio  $38.99

Let’s be realistic.  There are oceans of bad and overpriced & underflavored pinot
grigios on the market.  It is so much the case that serious wine people have forgotten
how really great a small production pinot grigio can be.  This will remind you.  It has
all of the clean fresh quality that one expects from the grape.  It is the depth of fruit &

mineral structure and floral tones in this that make it so astonishing.

Reininger Cabernet Sauvignon 2003 $37.99

While Washington State has built its reputation on merlot, our feeling is that syrah
and particularly cabernet are where the real potential lies.  The difference between

night and day temperature provides the combination of full ripeness and good
acidity that ensure balanced wine.  There are deep cassis and berry flavors that

linger on the palate.  This is full and graceful at the same time.

Parcel 41 Napa Valley Merlot 2005 $18.99

It is all too rare to find a merlot, let alone a Napa Valley merlot, that is worth
drinking under $20.  There are no hard edges, just profound blackberry and currant
fruit with touches of mocha and coffee.  Beef or lavish game dishes will both work.

If you have given up on Napa Merlot, this should give you a pause.

Villemaine Touraine Rose Pineau d’Aunis 2006 $14.99

A beautiful dry wine from the Loire Valley.  The Pineau d’Aunis is an extremely rare
red grape that can produce delightful pink wine.  There are cherry and Christmas

spice flavors that stay with you on the finish.  This goes well with turkey, ham, and
appetizers.  Don’t fear pink.

Clos Julien Chardonnay 2006 $14.99

This wine is sourced from three of the finest chardonnay vineyards in the Central
Coast region: Wolff, Cypress in Monterey and Talley’s Oliver.  Fermented in stainless
steel, it is then aged in oak on its lees.  The aging adds a creamy counter point to the

bright acid & pear, apple and tropical fruit flavors.

Rauen Detzemer Maximiner Klosterlay Spatlese 2006 $18.99

From the renowned Klosterlay Vineyard, this ’06 is having a stunning youth.  It is
balanced and very long on the palate.  There are all kinds of melon and peach tones

as well as hints of citrus.  It goes well with chicken, pork, turkey, light to medium
cheeses, or perfectly on its own.  It will age wonderfully for at least 10 years.

Brisebarre Vouvray Demi-Sec 1985  $29.99

People tend to underestimate the ability of white wine to age.  We don’t mean every day
white, but special white.  Just a small touch of sweet, balanced by acidity, adds to the
peach, mango and apple flavors.  There are hints of nuts and flowers here.  Great with

fresh fruit, cheese, fish or light poultry.  There are people of legal drinking age who
weren’t born when this was made.  Think about that, note the absurdly low price.

Tir Na N’og Old Vine Grenache 2005 $28.99

As vines age, they produce less grapes from a more extensive root structure.  This
leads to a concentration of flavors in the lower yield grapes.  This is rich in black

cherry, black berry, chocolate and earth flavors.  There is plenty of spice and a
surprising amount of balance for such a ripe wine.

Latitude 50 Rheingau Pinot Noir 2006 $14.99

One of the rare examples of German red that finds its way to the states.  Soft bing
cherry flavor is balanced by good acidity and the mineral tones from the stony soil.
Little bits of flower and spice come through as well.  An amazing price for  a quality

pinot noir.  It will go gracefully with turkey or ham.

Il Colle Brunello di Montalcino 2001 $39.99

Brunello is the ultimate expression of the sangiovese grape and 2001 was a terrific
year.  Minerals, tobacco and earth elements frame the dark berry and cherry fruits.

In the midst of all that, there are leather, herbal and floral notes.  Wonderful
complexity.  Decant for an hour.

Karthauserof Steinterrassen Gruner Veltliner $15.99

The Wachau is the greatest white wine region in the world that nobody talks
about.  Gruner Veltliner is the greatest white grape nobody talks about.  It goes
with everything really.  Single vineyard wine filled with stone fruits, mineral,

spice, flowers and more.

Some of Our Best Wines For Your Holiday

Featured Special

GiftGiftGiftGiftGift
BaskBaskBaskBaskBasketsetsetsetsets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping Easy!
Pick from our ready-made selections

or let us design something special for you.

Open Christmas Day
10am - 2pm

Although Hurt and Angry,
We Forgive the Christmas Thief

Peter and I have owned Vicki’s Diner
[Westfield] since 1999. Nothing like this
has ever happened to us. Last Tuesday, a
very expensive Santa was stolen from the
front of the diner thereby ruining our
Christmas. Not only was the Santa stolen,
so was the spirit with which it was placed
there stolen as well.

We spend a great deal of time, energy,
not to mention expense, to foster the
holiday spirit in and around our business.
We wish each and every customer and
friend a Merry Christmas and Happy
Hanukah. Our joy for the season has now
been diminished by some childish act of
thievery.

While we realize that this is not as cruel
as desecrating religious symbols or dis-
plays (which happens all too often, even
in “colonial Westfield”), the deed is still
done.

Feeling incredibly angry about this
event, my friend, Reverend Ray said to
me that this is exactly the sort of person
that Christmas is meant especially for.

So, in that spirit, may we wish you and
yours a very merry and blessed Christmas
as well as a happy, healthy and prosper-
ous new year — you Christmas thief.

We’ll forgive you; we hope you can
forgive yourself.

Helen and Peter Rentouis
Mountainside

Thank You to a
Kind Person

I am a student at Westfield High School,
and I wanted to take a moment to express
my thankfulness. Recently I lost my wal-
let at the high school play and I thought it
would never be returned. However, it was
returned to me sometime later, with all
the money included.

I just wanted to express my gratitude
and appreciation to the kind person who
turned it in. Thank you.

Parker Enix-Ross
Westfield

Editorial is Misleading on Public
Education Failing in Teaching English
As someone who immigrated to this

country as a child and as one of the
teachers and the coordinator of the ESL
Program for Westfield School District,
your editorial on December 13, entitled,
“Without English, an Immigrant’s ‘Child
Will be Left Behind’”, caught my eye.

I totally agree with you that learning
English is vital to an individual’s success
in this great country of ours. Since most
immigrants choose to move here for a
better life, it certainly is in their best
interest to learn English. I have no prob-
lem with that message.

However, I object to your statement
that, “Public education is failing in schools
that teach English as a second language.”
Your reference to the low literacy rate of
high school graduates from the city of
Elizabeth as an example of this failure is
very misleading. The instruction of En-
glish as a second language is precisely
that, the teaching of English to students

whose first language is not English. Since
their native language is their first lan-
guage, they are being taught English as
their second language (ESL). Even in
school districts, such as Elizabeth, that
offer a state mandated bilingual program
due to a large population of one language
group or another, ESL instruction is a
required component of the bilingual pro-
gram.

Westfield has offered an ESL program
for about 30 years. Over the course of
those years, the predominant native lan-
guage of our English language learners
(ELLs) has changed from Italian to Japa-
nese to Korean and Spanish. As one of
three ESL teachers in our district, I am
very proud of the work we do every day to
help our ELLs learn to understand, speak,
read and write English in social and aca-
demic situations.

Nancy Liggera
Clark

From The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
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Fanwood Presbyterian
Sets Christmas Services

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at the cor-
ner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues, has announced its Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day services.

A Christmas Eve family service
will take place on Monday, Decem-
ber 24, at 5 p.m. At 11 p.m. a candle-
light and communion service of wor-
ship will be offered, preceded by
special music starting at 10:45 p.m.

A Christmas Day worship service
will be held on Tuesday, December
25, at 10 a.m. Coffee and sweet rolls
will be available after the service.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is wheelchair accessible. For further
information, individuals may call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

Darrell B. Muller and Ms. Erin E. Allebaugh

Ms. Erin E. Allebaugh
To Wed Darrell B. Muller

Thomas and Carol Lee Allebaugh
of Westfield and Elizabeth Volard of
Scottsdale, Ariz. have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Erin E. Allebaugh of Charlottesville,
Va., to Darrell B. Muller, also of
Charlottesville. He is the son of War-
den and Judy Muller of Boothbay
Harbor, Me.

The bride-to-be was raised in

Westfield and graduated in 1993 from
Westfield High School. She earned
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Envi-
ronmental Science from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in Charlottesville in
1997.

Ms. Allebaugh worked in the envi-
ronmental conservation field for seven
years before returning to the Univer-
sity of Virginia to earn a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree in 2006.
She currently works as a labor and
delivery nurse with the University of
Virginia Health System in
Charlottesville, Va.

Her fiancé was raised in Hamilton
Square, where he graduated from
Steinert High School in 1995. Mr.
Muller was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Sociology from Appa-
lachian State University in Boone,
N.C. in 2000.

He moved to Virginia following
graduation and has worked as a pro-
fessional musician since, playing the
upright bass and touring the country
with a band called Old School Freight
Train (www.osft.net), as well as work-
ing on multiple music projects with
various artists.

The couple will be married in Sep-
tember 2008 in Charlottesville, Va.,
where they currently reside.

Miss Amanda Christine Koscielecki and Todd Case Moser

Miss Amanda C. Koscielecki
To Marry Todd C. Moser

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Koscielecki of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Amanda Christine Koscielecki, to
Todd Case Moser. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Moser of Fanwood.

The bride-to-be was born and raised
in Scotch Plains and attended Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. She
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology and Special
Education from Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. in 2003.

Miss Koscielecki currently is em-
ployed at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School as a special education
teacher and student government ad-
visor. She also is working toward her
master’s degree in school counseling
at Kean University in Union.

The future bridegroom was born
and raised in Fanwood and also at-
tended Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. He graduated in 2003 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in History
from Rutgers University in New

Brunswick, where he captained the
Rutgers Men’s Soccer team.

Mr. Moser currently is employed at
AIG in Jersey City as an account man-
ager and is a soccer coach for the
Players Development Academy in
Zarephath.

The couple met in kindergarten at
School One in Scotch Plains and at-
tended school together until their high
school graduation in 1999. They began
dating as seniors in high school and
currently live together in Basking Ridge.

The wedding ceremony and recep-
tion will take place in July 2008 at
The Olde Mill Inn in Basking Ridge.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Toastmasters Invites
All to Local Meetings
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of

Westfield, a club that helps people to
practice and improve their public
speaking skills in a relaxed and sup-
portive environment, welcomes all to
attend its meetings. The club meets
on the first, second and fourth Thurs-
days of every month from 7:45 to
9:30 p.m. at Sunrise Assisted Living,
located at 240 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. For more details, visit
toastmasters.org or call (908) 277-
1913.

CWC Announces 90th Year
Scholarship Fund Appeal

WESTFIELD – In recognition of
its 90th anniversary, the College
Woman’s Club (CWC) is conduct-
ing a town-wide appeal for scholar-
ship funds to benefit young women
from Westfield.

Letters were recently mailed to ev-
ery household in Westfield with a re-
turn form for contributions. This is the
first such appeal since the club’s 80th
anniversary in 1997 and will not be
repeated until its centennial in 2017.

“We hope that Westfielders will re-
spond generously to this once-a-de-
cade request on behalf of so many
deserving young women,” said Dianne
Callahan, CWC president. “The dream
of higher education is one that our club
has supported vigorously for nearly
100 years and should not be hindered
by economic circumstance.”

Founded in 1917 to promote higher
education for women, the CWC has
awarded hundreds of college grants
to female graduates from Westfield
High School. Scholarships are
granted on the basis of academic
achievement, financial need, leader-
ship and character.

Funds for scholarships currently
are drawn from members’ dues, op-
tional contributions, fundraisers and
investment earnings. Monies re-
ceived from the appeal will be used
to strengthen the investment base of
the CWC to help generate scholar-
ships for years to come.

Last year, the CWC awarded a
record $40,000 in scholarship grants.
According to the club, however, the
number of applications received each
year and the escalating costs of col-
lege demonstrate the need for addi-
tional and greater awards.

All contributions are fully tax-de-
ductible and will be promptly ac-

knowledged and deposited in the year
in which they are received. Addition-
ally, the club invites all area women
who are college graduates to become
an active member of the CWC.

Eligible persons may indicate their
interest on the appeal form or by
contacting the club at
cwclub@aol.com. Contributions
made out to “College Woman’s Club”
may be mailed to: CWC, P.O. Box
2694, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

Club to Get Underway
For 4-H Young Authors

WESTFIELD – Union County high
school students are invited to join the
new Young Authors 4-H Club. Begin-
ning January 8, the club will meet
every second and fourth Tuesday of
the month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the
County Administrative Services Build-
ing, located at 300 North Avenue, East,
in Westfield.

Club meetings will consist of writ-
ing activities and development, plan-
ning for group events and socializing.
Nancy Pietrulewicz of Winfield will
be the adult leader of the club. Mem-
bership is free of charge, but pre-
registration is required.

The 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram is part of Rutgers Cooperative
Extension. 4-H educational programs
are offered to all Union County youth,
from kindergarten through grade 12, on
an age-appropriate basis without re-
gard to race, color, national origin, gen-
der, religion, age or disability. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs).

 For more details or to register for
the Young Authors Club, interested
individuals may contact County 4-H
Agent James Nichnadowicz at (908)
654-9854 or jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

Service League Is Accepting
Grant Application Requests
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League (WSL) currently is ac-
cepting requests for applications to-
ward grants for 2008. Grants are given
by the WSL to local agencies and
organizations dedicated to making
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities a better place to live.

Grants do not pay salaries, fund
capital campaigns or cover operating
expenses. These grants allow agen-
cies and organizations to reach their
goals, whether it be creating a monu-
ment for war veterans or providing
assistance to families in need. Agen-
cies and organizations must submit a
written request to be considered for
funding. In June, the WSL donated
$65,000 to area agencies and organi-

zations.
 The WSL runs thrift and consign-

ment shops at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield. The profits from these shops
are used to fund the grants. More than
$1.9 million has been donated to vari-
ous agencies and organizations in the
WSL’s 75 years of existence.

Among past recipients are the
Westfield Rescue Squad, the Westfield
Day Care Center, Arc of Union
County, Coffee With A Conscience
and Raphael’s Life House.

For more information or to receive
an application, contact the WSL Do-
nations Chairperson, 672 Boulevard,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. All completed
applications must be returned no later
than Friday, February 1, 2008.

Open daily until 10pm
Join us for Complimentary Wine Samplings

every Tuesday and Friday from 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

WINE SHOPPING.
MADE EASY.

Calvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran Church
��� Eastman St�� Cranford��� Eastman St�� Cranford��� Eastman St�� Cranford��� Eastman St�� Cranford��� Eastman St�� Cranford
�����	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
�����
The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
5:00 p.m. Children’s Service of Lessons & Carols
7:00 p.m. Family Service of Holy Communion
9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
 10:00 a.m. Festival Service of Holy Communion

December �December �December �December �December �
10:00 a.m. Service of Lessons and Carols

Join Us As We CelebrateJoin Us As We CelebrateJoin Us As We CelebrateJoin Us As We CelebrateJoin Us As We Celebrate

January 
January 
January 
January 
January 


10:00 a.m.  Epiphany Sunday

The Christmas SeasonThe Christmas SeasonThe Christmas SeasonThe Christmas SeasonThe Christmas Season

FUMC Lists Services
For Christmas Eve

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church, located at One East
Broad Street in Westfield, has posted
its schedule of services for Christmas
Eve on Monday, December 24.

The church will host a special 5
p.m. children’s service, a 7 p.m. fam-
ily service of lessons and carols and
an 11 p.m. service of lessons, carols
and candlelight communion.

On Sunday, January 6, at 4 p.m.,
the Madrigal Singers will present a
Christmas program at the church fea-
turing readings from the Bible and
Shakespeare, plus musical selections
that will include early chants, Re-
naissance masterpieces and modern
arrangements of traditional carols.

Ample parking is available in the
church lot and surrounding lots. For
more information, call Susan Granski
at the church office at (908) 233-4211.
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Pet Blessings to Occur
At FUMC This Sunday

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to bring their pets to be blessed
this Sunday, December 23, at 2 p.m.
on the front lawn of the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

This outdoor service will take place
by the manger in the front (Broad
Street side) of the church. Everyone is
welcome.

Each person is responsible for his
or her pet’s leash or container during
this service. Parking is available off
Ferris Place behind the church build-
ing. For more information, call the
church at (908) 233-4211.

FCC Reveals Services
Celebrating Christmas
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church invites visitors to
celebrate the Christmas season with
services on Sunday, December 23,
and Christmas Eve, Monday, Decem-
ber 24, in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

The regular 10 a.m. worship ser-
vice Sunday will mark the fourth
Sunday in Advent with traditional
hymns, readings and a sermon by the
Reverend Mark Boyea, senior min-
ister.

Church school for children in pre-
school through eighth grade is con-
ducted during the service. A crib room
is provided for infants through two-
year-olds.

On Christmas Eve, there will be a
children’s pageant at 5 p.m. based on
the book “The Mystery in the Stable”
by Lisa Flinn and Barbara Younger.
The story tells of Christ’s birth
through the eyes of two curious
young children.

A traditional candlelight service of
Lessons and Carols will take place
that night at 10 p.m. Both evening
services will feature soloist Meredith
Hoffman-Thomson performing “O
Holy Night.”

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers in-
frared listening devices for the hear-
ing impaired.

All Saints’ Episcopal to Hold
Christmas Worship Services
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’

Episcopal Church will present three
worship services in celebration of
Christmas. Although the services will
be different from one another, Holy
Eucharist will be celebrated at all three.

On Monday, December 24, the
church will hold its Christmas Eve
Family Service with traditional “Les-
sons and Carols” at 5 p.m. Readings
from the Bible will be interspersed
with familiar Christmas music for the
whole congregation to sing.

All Saints’ Youth Choir will pro-
vide music for this service, under the
direction of organist and Choirmas-
ter Sohyun Ahn. The Christmas story
will be presented, followed by Holy
Eucharist.

A Festival Eucharist will take place
on Christmas Eve at 10:30 p.m. The
All Saints’ Choir will offer special
music, singing both chorus music and
solo pieces. The Reverend Jane

Rockman, All Saints’ rector, will
preach and celebrate Holy Eucharist.
The service will conclude with a
candlelit singing of “Silent Night.”

On Tuesday, December 25, Christ-
mas Day will be celebrated with a
Christmas Eucharist at 10 a.m. It will
feature a sermon by the rector.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. Parking is
available behind the church, accessed
via School Place. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-8047.

Calvary Lutheran to Offer
Christmas Services For All

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will cel-
ebrate Christmas with services de-
signed for all ages on December 23,
24 and 25. All are welcome.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Gretchen
Bilson, interim organist and choir
director.

On Sunday, December 23, the
church will bring the season of Ad-
vent to a close with the 10 a.m. wor-
ship service. The Sunday school chil-
dren will present their Christmas pro-
gram during worship, and the con-
gregation will decorate the sanctuary
immediately following the service.

On Monday, December 24, there
will be three opportunities for family
worship, starting with a young
children’s Christmas Eve service at 5
p.m. This service will include simple
carols, the reading of the Christmas
story and the placing of the nativity
figures by some of the children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of Holy
Communion will feature seasonal
music provided by the SPIRYT Hand
Bell and Singing Choirs. Instrumen-
tal accompaniment will include or-
gan, trumpet, flute, oboe and viola.

A 9 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will feature pre-
lude music by the Calvary Hand Bell
Choir and seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir, accompa-
nied by organ and trumpet.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated at 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, December 25, Christmas
Day, with music provided by soloists
from the Calvary Choir, accompa-
nied by strings and organ.

On Sunday, December 30, Cal-
vary will offer a Service of Lessons
and Carols with Holy Communion
at 10 a.m.

Calvary will observe the Epiphany
on Sunday, January 6, with a 10 a.m.

Service of Holy Communion and a
visit from Dr. David Grafton. He and
his family recently returned to the
United States after many years serv-
ing as missionaries in Cairo, Egypt.

A member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Cal-
vary Lutheran has served the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 79 years.

Blood Drive Dec. 28
To Honor Bill Crosby
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Res-

cue Squad’s winter blood drive will
be held on Friday, December 28, from
3 to 8:30 p.m. at the squad’s head-
quarters at 123 Watson Road. The
annual blood drive is being named in
honor of the late Bill Crosby, who
died July 5.

Mr. Crosby gave 50 years of ser-
vice to the borough through its res-
cue squad and fire department. For
many years, he was in charge of the
squad’s blood drives and, in doing
so, was responsible for the donation
of 2,500 units of blood.

Blood donors must be over 17 years
old, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds
and be in generally good health. Do-
nors will need a photo or signature
identification and knowledge of their
Social Security number. For eligibil-
ity questions and appointments, call
NJ Blood Services at (800) 933-
BLOOD. Walk-ins are welcome and
refreshments will be provided.

GREENING WESTFIELD…Rudolph isn’t the only member of Santa’s staff with
a red nose. A dozen members of the Garden Club of Westfield braved a frigid
December 7 to decorate the planters on the corners of Elm and Broad Streets, with
the hope that they bring joy to shoppers in Westfield’s downtown. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Jennie Williams, Jane Curtis, Irene Ilaria, Rosemary Shire,
Nancy Brandt, Jo Sheehan, Jane Maniello, Nancy Roff, Anna Heinbokel, Mary
Ann Malloy, Anne Arkel and Ruth Paul.

Junior Women Post
Wine Pairing-Auction
WESTFIELD – The Junior

Woman’s Club of Westfield has an-
nounced that its Wine Pairing and
Auction will take place on Saturday,
March 8, beginning at 7 p.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

The auction will benefit the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) Foundation. CSH, the largest
pediatric rehabilitative hospital in the
country, serves families with special
needs children from all over the na-
tion. CSH currently is building its
10th facility in New Brunswick.

The Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield is committed to helping this
organization through various
fundraising efforts. Previous fundraisers
have allowed the club to donate more
than $300,000 to area charities.

The club functions explicitly for
charitable, service and educational
purposes and for promotion of the
best interests of the community. For
more information about the Wine
Pairing and Auction or the club, call
Daryl Caiola at (908) 654-7611.

Annual ‘Family Night’ Set
New Year’s Eve at Armory

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will host
their annual “Family Night” event on
Monday, December 31, from 6 to 10
p.m. at the Westfield Armory, located
at 500 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Activities will be geared towards
families with children age 15 and
younger. Among the featured attrac-
tions will be various Moonwalk-type
climbers and slides; entertainers; a
disc jockey and arts and crafts. Food
will be available for a nominal fee
and there also will be a “quiet room.”

Admission is $15 per person for
children ages 2 through 17 and $5
per person for adults age 18 and
over. A height of 32 inches is re-
quired for all rides.

In-person registration at the Westfield
Recreation Department is recom-
mended. Payment also may be made by
sending a check payable to the Westfield
Recreation Department in an envelope
marked: Family Night, c/o Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Individuals should include their
name, daytime telephone number, e-
mail address, the number of adults and
number of children and the amount
enclosed. All tickets will be available
at the door the night of the event. Early
registration is recommended as this
event sold out last year.

This event will be co-sponsored by
the Westfield Recreation Department
and the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, and sponsored by “Top
Hat” event sponsor, the Optimist Club
of Westfield.

Activity sponsors include Always
Home Drop In Daycare, Needle Point
Homes, Century 21 Taylor and Love,

Cuccaro Landscaping, Protuff, PBA
Local 90 and Robert Wood Johnson
Rahway Fitness and Wellness Cen-
ter. Friends of Family Night sponsors
include Abrakadoodle, The Brick
Oven, MRB, The Party Stop Cos-
tume Corner and Robert Treat Deli.

For more information, call the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
at (908) 233-3021 or the Westfield
Recreation Department at (908) 789-
4080. Upcoming events are listed
online at westfieldareachamber.com.

Member
FINRA &

SIPC

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

We believe the important news at Christmas is
not who comes down the chimney, but who came

down from heaven. We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Family Investors Company • 265 South Avenue     • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

 

You are invited to join us for  

 

Christmas Worship 

 

Christmas Eve 

6:00 p.m. Family Holy Communion 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion 

 

Christmas Day  

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Clark at Cowperthwaite Place 

(Across from Roosevelt School) 

Westfield, NJ 

Tax-Deductible Donations
Will Help Ill WHS Alumna

WESTFIELD – Friends and fam-
ily of Westfield High School alumna
Michele Marron-Meyerhoff are con-
tinuing a drive to raise the $250,000
needed for her to have a life-saving
operation. Ms. Marron-Meyerhoff has
scleroderma, a disease that has caused
her severe lung damage and left her in
need of oxygen 24 hours a day. She
presently lives in Cranford.

The operation involved is a little-
known procedure in which her stem
cells would be removed, cleansed and
reinfused into her body. Her insurance
carrier has refused to pay for the proce-
dure, maintaining it is experimental.

Any donation made between now
and the end of the year for Ms. Marron-
Meyerhoff’s operation will not only
help her but will be tax-deductible on
the donor’s 2007 federal income taxes.

Contributions should be sent to: Na-
tional Foundation for Transplants, N.J.
Stem Cell Fund, 2560 Route 22, Box
208, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076-1529.
Payments may be made with a check or

Visa, Mastercard or American Express.
All donations will exclusively ben-

efit Ms. Marron-Meyerhoff. Contri-
butions also can be made online at
www.transplants.org. Individuals are
asked to click on Patients We Help
and type “Marron” in the search box.

For more information, call Barbara
O’Desky, Fundraising Chairman, at
(732) 748-1485 or Gene Dillard, Pub-
licity Chairman, at (609) 871-4267.

Jewish Friends to Hold
‘Meet and Eat’ Lunch
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a “Meet and
Eat” lunch on Sunday, December 23,
at noon. It will take place at the Lox
Stock and Deli Restaurant, Heritage
Plaza, 228 Ryders Lane in Milltown.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a meal
off the menu and gratuity. Those in-
terested are asked to respond by call-
ing Roberta at (908) 668-8450.
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Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Fanwood Rec. Reveals
Winter 2008 Programs

Trailside Nature Center
Plans Winter Programs

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center, located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, has announced that
this winter, visitors will be able to
experience more than 4,500 square
feet of interactive exhibits or take
part in one of the many educational
environmental programs that
Trailside has to offer.

Adults and children of all ages are
invited to take part in “Outdoor Ad-
venture” theme hikes and nature-
related talks hosted each Saturday at
the Trailside Visitor Center. Visitors
are encouraged to drop by to meet
live specimens from Trailside’s rep-
tile collection, find out which tree
has bark like an alligator’s skin and
investigate the layers of the forest.

Pre-registration is not required for
most Outdoor Adventure programs.
Topics and times vary from week to
week.

Trailside’s preschool workshops,
for 3 to 4 year-olds accompanied by
an adult, and drop-off programs for
children ages 4 to 6, will experiment
with magnets, measure natural trea-
sures, learn about clouds and use
imaginations to investigate the
mythical and magical world of fair-
ies.

Grade-school children in the first
and second grades will learn about
dragons (real and imaginary), find
out about animals such as penguins
and polar bears inhabiting the Arctic
regions of the world, as well as navi-
gate around the Watchung Reserva-
tion using a map and compass.

Third through fifth-grade students
will see how real maple syrup is
made from the sap of a sugar maple
tree, examine skulls and furs of bear,
fox and rabbit, as well as become
sky watchers as they learn the stories
behind constellations like Orion the
Hunter and Draco the Dragon.

Special programming entitled
“February Festivities” will be held
during the Presidents’ holiday week-
end, February 15 to 19. Topics for
the festivities include maple sugar-
ing, mammals, winter survival, print
mania and more.

On Monday, February 18, at 1:30
p.m. the matinee, “The Science of
Magic,” will be held, a scientific
circus featuring magnetism, light,
air, condensation and optical illu-
sion. Those interested should call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside for more informa-
tion.

Summer camp registration for resi-
dents of Union County will be held
Saturday, March 1, from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. A lottery system will be used
for the 2008 camp registration.

Union County residents are in-
vited to stop by Trailside’s Visitor
Center between February 9 and 22
from noon to 5 p.m. daily or until the
lottery ticket numbers run out. The
lottery number will indicate the po-
sition on line for registration on
March 1. Proof of residency will be
required.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter will be closed for the holidays on
December 24, 25 and 31.

Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood

(908) 889-8891

Senior Pastor - The Reverend David P. Jahnke

Associate Pastor - The Reverend Elizabeth Anderson-Domer

Christmas Eve
 5:00 pm - Family Service of Worship

10:45 pm - Special pre-service music

11:00 pm - Candlelight Worship and Communion

Christmas Day
 10:00 am - A short, joyful service of Word and Song

10 a.m. Public Worship on Sundays

Celebrate Christmas
CHILDREN’S EUCHARIST& CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Monday, December 24 at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Monday, December 24 at 10:30 P.M.

Carol Sing at 10:15 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Parish Choir,
St. Paul’s Treble Choir,

Brass Quintet & Percussion

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Tuesday, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

 at St. Paul’s

CLASS ACTS…Westfield’s Franklin Elementary School held its annual Holiday
Boutique, a fundraiser that offers students and their families the opportunity to
shop for gifts during the holiday season. Also on sale this year is “Cooking with
Class,” Franklin’s first hardcover compilation of recipes along with informative
hints and tips submitted by Franklin’s students, faculty and staff members.
Pictured, from left to right, are Sheri Finver and Kathy Gold of the Franklin
PTO’s Cookbook Committee at their cookbook display during the boutique.
Cookbooks are still available for purchase through the Franklin PTO.

CRANFORD – In its study, “Financ-
ing Special Education in New Jersey,”
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation (NJSBA) recognized Cranford
public-school district’s Cranford
Achievement Program (CAP) and
Cranford School District Academy
(CSDA) as “exemplary practices.”

Stephen Izzo, the district’s manager
of grants and special programs, as well
as its CSDA Program coordinator,
spearheaded the effort to have the pro-
grams recognized.

The effort included documenting
each program, holding meetings be-
tween NJSBA and school representa-
tives and providing data distinguishing
the programs from others reviewed as
part of the study.

While hundreds of special-educa-
tion programs were considered, CAP
—along with middle and elementary
programs, CAMP (Cranford Achieve-
ment Middle School Program) and
LEAP (Lincoln Elementary Achieve-
ment Program), respectively — was
one of only three alternative programs.
In addition, the CSDA was one of only
three literacy programs cited by the
NJSBA as “exemplary.”

CAP opened its doors to students
with pronounced behavioral and emo-
tional difficulties, from Cranford and
20 other Middlesex and Union County
school districts, in 1982.

Based on CAP’s success, CAMP
was established in 1994 and LEAP

NJSBA Recognizes
Cranford Programs

in 2004. Each program is operated
from Cranford’s Lincoln School and
provides academic instruction, be-
havioral support and therapeutic in-
tervention focused on helping stu-
dents succeed outside of a traditional
school environment.

Students attending CAP, CAMP
and LEAP advance through highly
structured programs that help in-
structors monitor student progress
and systematically award privileges
for academic and behavioral suc-
cesses.

The CSDA Program was estab-
lished in 2004 based on the district’s
belief that academic intervention,
when conducted early enough, can
spur development in students with
severe reading problems.

The program achieves this by in-
tensifying and extending reading in-
struction beyond school hours (on
26 Saturdays, from September to
June) and meeting students’ needs
through one-on-one tutoring, test-
ing and multi-sensory exercises
based on the Orton-Gillingham ap-
proach to teaching reading.

For additional information about
the CAP, CAMP and LEAP Pro-
grams, contact Dennis McCaffery,
principal of Lincoln School, at (908)
709-6223. For more information on
the CSDA Program and the recent
NJSBA special-education study, con-
tact Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207.

WF Fire Dept. Warns
Of Downed Power Lines

WESTFIELD – Westfield fire offi-
cials urged residents to be aware of
hidden hazards with downed power
lines. Storms bring winds, ice and
heavy snow that may damage power
lines, cable lines and telephone lines.
Fire officials urge residents not to touch
any wires or fallen limbs on wires.
Doing so may cause serious injury or
death. Even a cable-TV or telephone
line may be energized.

 Fire Chief Daniel Kelly said, “All
residents should report downed power
lines and cables to the police dis-
patcher. Do not touch or attempt to
move power lines or branches on
power lines. Leave it to the profes-
sionals who have the proper training.
They will secure the scene and notify
the appropriate utility authority so
that someone will respond and fix the
situation. Most importantly, do not
attempt to move wires or get branches
off the lines yourself.”

RWJUH Announces
2008 Leadership

AREA – Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital Rahway Foun-
dation has announced its leadership
for 2008. Newly elected are Joseph
Gibilisco, chairman, Bernice
“Bunny” Bowen, vice-chairman, and
Bonnie Josephs, secretary. Richard
Parker, treasurer, was re-elected.

Personalized Video and DVD

Sports Recruiting – Family Biographies

Special Events – Video Montages

Boomerang Video – (908) 447-4594

boomervid.com

Celebrate ChristmasCelebrate ChristmasCelebrate ChristmasCelebrate ChristmasCelebrate Christmas

atatatatat

First Congregational Church

Sunday, December 23

10 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Worship Service and Church School

Childcare provided for infants

Monday, December 24

5 p.m.

Children’s Christmas Pageant

The Mystery in the Stable

10 p.m.
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Meredith Hoffman-Thomson, soloist

First Congregational Church

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ   (908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

 Member, the United Church of Christ

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Rec-
reation Department has announced its
winter programs for seniors and chil-
dren will begin the week of January 7.

For seniors, programs include Tai
Chi, Water Exercise, Line Dancing
and Aerobics. Registration forms may
be picked up at the Fanwood Munici-
pal Building, located at 75 Martine
Avenue, North, between Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All programs will be held at the
Forest Road Park recreation build-
ing, except for Water Exercise, which
will be held at the JCC of Central
New Jersey at the Wilf Jewish Com-
munity Campus indoor pool in Scotch
Plains.

For children, programs include
Mommy and Me Art (ages 3 to 5 plus
adult), Art Club for Kids (ages 6 to 9),
Fashion Illustration (ages 11 to 18),
Weebot Game Makers Workshop

Club (grade 2), Video Game Creation
Workshop Club (grades 3 to 8) and
Robotics and Control Systems Work-
shop Club (grades 5 to 8). All pro-
grams will be held at the LaGrande
Park Recreation building.

For more information about these
programs, including schedule, fees and
how to register, go to visitfanwood.com/
recreation or call Fanwood Recreation
at (908) 370-7092.

Scotch Plains’ Ash Brook
Golf Course ‘Rests’ for Winter

COUNTY – The arrival of winter
has brought schedule adjustments to
the three public golf courses operated
by Union County.

“Each year, we give one of our golf
courses a chance to rest,” said Free-
holder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski. “This year, the Ash Brook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains takes its
turn. The closure of the Ash Brook course
will begin December 23, and continue
until March 1, 2008, weather permit-
ting.”

Eighteen regulation holes will con-

tinue to be available throughout the
winter at the Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark and at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth, weather permit-
ting. The determination of playability
will be made by the supervising
greenskeeper at each course. Winter
hours of operation at both courses
(through March 1) will last from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Golfers are reminded that all three of
the county’s golf clubhouses are open
for identification-card purchases and
renewals. Beginning January 1, 2008,
golfers should renew their ID cards at
one of the courses. Early renewal will
help avoid delays in the spring.

All golf ID cards purchased in 2007
will be deactivated by the computer-
ized photo ID system on December 31.
Golfers should keep these cards and
bring them when renewing for 2008.

When purchasing a new card or re-
newing a 2007 card, golfers must show
proof of Union County residency
through two forms of identification – a
driver’s license and either a current
annual lease, tax, utility or credit card
bill or bank statement. Non-residents
who own property in Union County
may also purchase ID cards upon pro-
viding a current tax bill showing the
address, lot and block number of the
property. All golf ID card renewals or
purchases must be done in-person.

Even though the winter months re-
strict golf activities, the county an-
nounced that if enough snow falls,
access to the Ash Brook and Oak Ridge
golf courses will be allowed for the
purpose of cross-country skiing.

For further information about the
winter schedules for Union County’s
golf courses, cross-country skiing or
identification-card purchase, contact
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal at (908) 527-4900
or visit ucnj.org.
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The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WF Schools Participate
In Project Child Find

WESTFIELD – The Westfield pub-
lic-school district provides services to
children with special needs through its
Project Child Find efforts.

According to Ted Kozlik, assistant
superintendent for pupil services, “We
provide evaluation services for resident
children, 3 to 21, who appear to have
problems in communication, motor,
social-emotional or learning areas.”

Screening and evaluation services
are available to preschoolers (ages 3 to
5), highly mobile students with dis-
abilities – such as migrant and home-
less students – and students who may
be disabled even though they are ad-
vancing from grade to grade.

Children found to be eligible for
special education and related services
are entitled to a free and appropriate
special-education program and related
services.

Information is provided to parents of
children from birth through two years
through Project Child Find at 1-800-
322-8174 or the Union County super-
visor of child study at (908) 654-9860.

Anyone who knows of children who
appear to have one or more of the
following signs is asked to have the
children’s parents contact Mr. Kozlik at
(908) 789-4442, via e-mail at
tkozlik@westfieldnjk12.org or fax at
(908) 232-5415.

1. Significant delays in acquiring
language or significant speech prob-
lems;

2. Significant difficulty walking, run-

ning, or manipulating small objects;
3. Frequent health problems or birth

handicaps;
4. Consistent trouble seeing or hear-

ing;
5. Tendency toward temper tantrums

or excessive anxiety or shyness;
6. Significant difficulty playing ap-

propriately with other children;
7. Significant problems paying at-

tention and listening; and/or
8. Significant learning issues.
All information about such referrals

and reports will be kept confidential.CULTURAL LESSON…On November 15, Vikas Goel, the mother of Anuva
Goel, a third-grader at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, led a special
discussion on the significance and symbolism of Diwali. Pictured, above, Anuva
explains the role of Lakshmi, an Indian goddess, to her peers, including Samantha
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains.

Snow, Like Holidays, Can
Be Welcomed And Dreaded

By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was Thursday afternoon. I was
sitting in class when I turned my head
towards the window.

The sky was dark gray, and I had
known since I had woken up that
morning that winter weather was on
the horizon.

But, like many other school kids, I
was nonetheless amazed when those
first few flakes hit the freezing ground.
Maybe there will be a snow day, and
I’ll be able to relax, catch up on some
reading and possibly go sledding, I
thought.

I knew my friend was thinking the
same thing when he asked me, “Hey
Will, what’s that Native American
expression you always use when
there’s snow?”

This simple question dashed what-
ever hopes I had for a school closing
because the answer to his spoken
question also unfavorably answered
his tacit question – “Hey Will, do you
think we’re going to have a snow
day?”

With these thoughts in mind, I im-
mediately replied with the words I
learned when I was a little boy: “Big
flake, little snow. Little flake, big
snow.”

This expression, which seems to be
proven accurate each and every win-
ter, means that with larger snowflakes
comes smaller accumulation amounts,
and vice versa.

My friend soon picked up on my
unspoken response of “no,” as he

noticed that the large snowflakes were
indeed not sticking to the ground.

“Yeah,” he sighed begrudgingly, “I
guess you’re right.”

As I was observing my friend’s
disappointment, I realized that this
frozen precipitation, in all its beauti-
ful and nasty forms, parallels the many
peculiarities of the holiday season.

Snow, like the holidays, can be
welcomed and dreaded almost simul-
taneously. Snow is welcomed because
it represents the beauty of our lives as
well as nature itself.

These pretty flakes are also dreaded
because of the danger they pose on
roads, telephone poles and other forms
of infrastructure, causing many head-
aches for motorists and workers alike.

Thursday epitomized this apparent
paradox. That evening, the school
was planning to host a concert for
high schoolers and their parents. How-
ever, the snow that fell in the early
afternoon was reported to be only the
beginning of a much bigger storm. As
a result, the event had to be post-
poned, and student drivers were en-
couraged to leave early.

The postponement brought another
reality of the holiday season to light –
the sometimes overwhelmingly hec-
tic schedules each and every family
seems to have in the month of De-
cember. In this case, moving the con-
cert to another day meant interfering
with family reunions, midterm ex-
ams and other important outings.

Even after these above conditions
were addressed, another key question
loomed – What happens if it snows
like this again?

Although the concert plans to take
place this Thursday, it still shows
how messy weather can lead to some
stressful (and equally messy) situa-
tions. This is something I will re-
member the next time the tempera-
ture plummets, the sky blackens and
those small flakes fall gracefully
down.

Will attends the Wardlaw-Hartridge
school in Edison.

Westfield Drafts 2008-
2009 School Calendar
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education approved the draft
of the 2008-2009 school district cal-
endar on December 11. The calendar
can be accessed at westfieldnjk12.org/
calendar.

The tentative calendar includes a
starting date of Wednesday, Septem-
ber 3, with school ending in a four-
hour session on Monday, June 22,
(also the date for graduation).

The holiday break in December
would last from December 24 to Janu-
ary 2. The proposed spring break is
April 6 to 10.

Next year is a presidential-election
year, and on November 4, 2008, Elec-
tion Day, it is recommended that K-
to-5 schools operate in a four-hour
session, with parent conferences
scheduled during the afternoon.

November 3 would also be sched-
uled for half-day conferences, and
November 5 would be a four-hour
session for curriculum planning for
K-to-5 teachers. The Teachers Con-
vention is November 6 and 7.

Julia Walker, chair of the Policies
Committee, reported that the tenta-
tive calendar includes three built-in
snow days.

Comments to the Board can be e-
mailed to boe@westfieldnjk12.org
prior to the final vote on January 15.

Kathy Cline Graduates
From South Dakota U.

WESTFIELD – Kathryn Cline of
Westfield received her Master of Sci-
ence degree in Biomedical Science
during South Dakota University’s
32nd winter commencement exer-
cises held December 15.

St. Barts  Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – Saint

Bartholomew Academy (SBA) in
Scotch Plains announced its first
marking period honor roll.

GRADE 5
Principal’s Award

Aileen Conroy, Darren Fields, D.J. Florendo,
Isabel Fourre, Mary Patricia Livingstone,
Daniel Lopez, Joey Ponterdolph, Matthew
Marino, Brianne Trollo

First Honors
Tessa Fourre, Marcel Green, Annie Luongo,
Ryan Piliego, Alex Sabatell, Peter Tomljanovic

Second Honors
Ryan Jensen, Joseph Viviano

GRADE 6
Principal’s Award

Douglas Cassidy, Jane Lestarchick, Danver
Quintin

First Honors
Matthew Biaggi, Olivia Buttigheri, John Ferry,
Gabriella Guardascione, Yohance Huggins,
Daniel Leahy, Gregory Mayers, Apriele Minott,
Claude-Valerie Viard

Second Honors
Alton Lutz, Bridget Pepe

GRADE 7
Principal’s Award

Caitlin Carroll, Caitilin Conroy, Colleen Dow,

Website Posts Principal
Survey Results

WESTFIELD – The results of the
Westfield High School (WHS) princi-
pal search online-community survey
can be found at westfieldnjk12.org/
whsprinsurvey.

Approximately 200 participants com-
pleted the survey, with parents and com-
munity members comprising almost
75 percent of respondents.

This process and meetings with WHS
faculty/staff, students and district ad-
ministrators resulted in a candidate pro-
file that is included in the above link.

Human Resources Specialist Bar-
bara Ball summarized the most impor-
tant attributes listed for the new leader
as vision, passion and excellence.

Advertisements for the principal’s
position will be placed in January, with
a start date anticipated by July 1, 2008.

Thinking about locking-in
your heating oil price?
Talk to Petro first.

Switch to the Petro Ceiling Plan and protect your oil price now.
The Petro Ceiling Plan can help you protect your oil price now and hopefully 
take advantage of lower oil prices in the future. 

Serving our neighbors for over 100 years.
Petro is the country’s leading provider of home heating oil, so we can support all of your 
heating and cooling needs better than any other oil company. Plus, we live and work 
where you do, so we’re always here when you need us — 24/7, all year.

For more information on how we can help you with your 

home heating needs, call 866.526.8822.

petro.com

Ceiling Plan requires automatic delivery. Subject to credit approval and change without notice; additional terms and conditions may apply. Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000. 
Suffolk Lic. Nos. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 678944. CT Lic. No. S1-386512/HOD-183. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2007 Petro.  P_07165

When’s the best time
to give your parents all       

�

Today, at

�they deserve?

Assisted Living

�

Equal Housing Opportunity

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. If your parents are no longer able
to care for themselves or their home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to
consider Park Place. We offer upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer
things in life. Residents enjoy superior amenities and many opportunities for socializa-
tion within a close-knit, friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options,
you can rest assured that your parents will receive the best care possible. Visit us today
and find out why more people are choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Suites now available for 
Short-term Respite or Long-term Placement

• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day
• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services
• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Paid Bulletin Board

 
WESTFIELD, NJ–December, 2007– In just a few months, CoolVines has become 
known for its extensive selection of fine wines and comprehensive knowledge. 
Princeton resident Mark Censits opened the fine wine and spirit shop located at 23 Elm 
Street in September.  

The 700 square foot space packs a lot of punch. In addition to wine, CoolVines carries 
an eclectic collection of small batch spirits and craft beers.  

Now, CoolVines offers what suburban wine shoppers have long wanted --- train station 
valet service, curbside pick up, and home delivery. The addition of a monthly wine or 
beer subscription program is also available, just in time for holiday gift giving.   

Mr. Censits’s approach to value is simple: find the best wine for the dollar and put only 
those on the shelves. “With all the grapes, regions, and producers out there, we know 
how complicated --- and often how frustrating --- choosing a bottle of wine can be,” said 
Mr. Censits. 

His staff includes on-site sommelier, Birk O’Halloran of Westfield. O’Halloran and other 
staff members of CoolVines will hand-select wines based on customers’ preferences. If 
desired, CoolVines will also assemble customized theme packs, paired with intriguing 
gifts and accessories found nestled inside rich mahogany shelving. “We make wine 
shopping easy,” added Mr. O’Halloran. 

CoolVines takes the guesswork out of choosing the right wine. Customers stepping into 
the store will be delighted to find the store’s hand-selected assortment of wine pairings 
to match the respective cuisines of local BYOBs along Elm Street's “Restaurant Row.”  

Utilizing a “take-out” menu of selected white, red, and rosé wines, customers may also 
call in orders from their cell phones before boarding the commuter train from Manhattan.  
With advance notice of 45 minutes, CoolVines will meet customers at the Westfield train 
station with their purchases.    

CoolVines’ unique remote wireless device allows customers shopping downtown, to do 
their wine shopping, and later return to the curb to pick up their order by car.  “Because 
you were born to shop, not shlep,” Mr. Censits quipped. With the press of a button, a 
bell rings inside the store, and purchases are brought out to customers’ cars.  

CoolVines also offers private in-home wine tastings, catering support and off-site wine 
dinners for groups of 8 or more. “Our approach is unique in the way that we progress 
from simpler wine styles to more complex ones, allowing participants to learn about 
wine in a very intuitive and experiential way,” said Mr. Censits.  

Complimentary in-store tastings are held every Tuesday and Friday from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Home delivery is free to Westfield, Mountainside and Garwood for purchases of 
$50 and up.  

Visit www.coolvines.com for a complete schedule of tastings and other wine events. 

COOLVINES --- WESTFIELD’S ‘WINE BUTLER' --- DELIVERS  

Molly Gaynor, Nicole Viviano, Thomas Wang
First Honors

Kayla Giordanella, Gabrielle Gubernat, Rose
Victoria Irace, Kate Long, Trisha Magnus,
Sydni McCauley, Annabelle Ponterdolph, Kate
Ryan, Sophie Sabatell, Edilberto Velarde

GRADE 8
Principal’s Award

Anthony Krajcsik, Mary Leahy, Anthony
Livingstone, Amanda Searls, Ananya
SenGupta, Mary Soorial, Megan Trollo

First Honors
Blair Bamrick, Sabine Cardio, Francis Degnan,
Edward Lopez, Corinne Luongo, Keith
Monteiro, Daniel Quintin, Kurtis Walcott

         Caraline Koellhoffer for The Leader/Times
WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN… State
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) explains the state’s proposed
education aid formula at Tuesday night’s
board-of-education meeting. Looking on
is board member Anne Riegel, left.  (See
related school-aid stories on page 1).



Page 10  Thursday, December 20, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

William Dow, 79, Had Been Salesman;
Was Member of Fanwood Fire Dept.

Rose Mannino, 89
Rose Mannino, 89, of Pompano

Beach, Fla., formerly of Westfield,
passed away on Tuesday, December
11, after a brief illness.

Born January 28, 1918 in Rahway,
she married Charles Mannino in 1939
at St. Mary’s Church in Rahway. The
couple resided in Westfield before
relocating to Florida in 1974. Rose
will be remembered for her deep faith,
love of family and sweet smile.

 She was predeceased by her hus-
band in 1999. Her brother, John
Ruffini, and her two sisters, Margie
Gonzales and Mary Zullo, also pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are her children, Dolores
Rust, Charles Mannino (Peggy), Jo-
seph Mannino (Deborah) and David
Mannino; seven grandchildren, Judy,
Jeffrey, Kristi, Melissa, Ross, Monica
and Jeremy, and four great-grand-
children.

A memorial mass will be held at 10
a.m. on Friday, December 28, at St.
Mary’s Church, 232 Central Avenue
in Rahway. Interment will take place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to Hospice by
the Sea, 1531 West Palmetto Park
Road, Boca Raton, Fla. 33486.

December 20, 2007

William E. Stacey, 84
William E. Stacey, 84, a lifelong

resident of Garwood, died on Satur-
day, December 15, at his home.

Born in Garwood on July 6, 1923,
Mr. Stacey was a veteran of the United
States Army, having served during
World War II. He, along with his
brother, Richard Stacey, were co-
owners of Stacey Auto Body in
Garwood for 19 years.

Surviving, in addition to his brother,
are his wife, Dorothy Stacey; his step-
children, Leslie Steeg, Debra Shibe,
Robert Gallison and Richard Gallison,
and two step-grandchildren.

A stepson, Tom Gallison, prede-
ceased him.

 Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

December 20, 2007

William G. Dow, 79, of Basking
Ridge died on Thursday, December
13, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Fanwood for 44 years before
moving to Basking Ridge in 2005.

Mr. Dow was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the 2nd Divi-
sion of the United States Army. He
had been employed as a salesman
with Young Paint and Varnish prior to
retiring in 1993.

He was a longtime member of the
Fanwood Fire Department and a mem-
ber of the Watchung Avenue Presby-
terian Church in North Plainfield,
where he served as a deacon for nine
years.

Mr. Dow also was a member of

American Legion Post 209 in Scotch
Plains and the North Plainfield Ex-
empt Fireman’s Association.

Surviving are his wife, Isabel
Martinson Dow; two sons, George P.
Dow and his wife, Kathy, of Scotch
Plains and Robert J. Dow and his
wife, Linda, of South Plainfield; his
sister, Joan L. Boyd of Pelham, N.Y.,
and three grandchildren, Colleen, Ian
and Hayley.

A son, Timothy Dow, predeceased
him in 1976.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, December 18, at the
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church in North Plainfield. Interment
was private.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Watchung Avenue
Presbyterian Church, 170 Watchung
Avenue, North Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
For additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 20, 2007

Jean Fischer, 73, Was Registered Nurse;
Had Later Career as Real Estate Agent

Scott D. Geissler, 40
Scott D. Geissler, 40, died on Sun-

day, December 16, at his residence in
Seaside Park.

Born on January 20, 1967 in Sum-
mit, he had lived in Scotch Plains and
Toms River before moving to Seaside
Park six years ago.

Mr. Geissler worked as a plumber
for The Plumbers and Pipe Fitters
Local 9 in Ocean County. Before
that, he was employed with Patriot
Plumbing in Toms River. He also
worked for many years for Bell At-
lantic in Woodbridge.

Surviving are his parents, Donald
H. and Leslie A.; his children, Scott
D., Katelyn E. and Morgan T. Geissler;
two brothers, Jeff K. and Brian D.
Geissler; a sister, Kim Fluchel, and
his fiancée, Kathleen Collins.

Visitation will be today, Thursday,
December 20, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. Fu-
neral services will be at 11 a.m. to-
morrow, Friday, December 21, at the
funeral home, with burial to follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home in Westfield.

December 20, 2007

Ralph C. Ibanez, 85
Ralph C. Ibanez, 85, of Fanwood

died on Tuesday, December 11, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Carteret, he had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Fanwood 44 years ago.

Mr. Ibanez was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the Army Air
Corps. He had been employed with
Gulf and Western in North Branch
prior to retiring in 1984.

He also was a longtime member of
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife, Amelia H.
Ibanez; three daughters, Dolores
Welch and her husband, Richard,
Carmen Gerlovich and her husband,
Steve, and Alicia Monticello and her
husband, Bruce, and five grandchil-
dren, Christian and Sara Gerlovich,
Gregg and John Monticello and
Caroline Welch.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, December 15, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Those who wish may make dona-
tions to the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or to the American
Heart Association, 1 Union Street,
Suite 301, Robbinsville, N.J. 08691
(www.americanheart.org). For addi-
tional information or to express con-
dolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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John Tighe, Jr., 82, N.Y. State CPA;
Volunteer For Pocono Medical Center

Inez Jockers Vincentsen, 94, Was Member
Of Service League and St. Paul’s Church

Frank Wanca, 76
Frank Wanca, 76, a lifelong resi-

dent of Garwood, died on Wednes-
day, December 12, at his home.

A musician for many years, he had
his own band, Frank Wanca and the
Variety Men.

Mr. Wanca was active in Garwood
politics and had been a borough coun-
cilman. He also was a life member of
the Garwood Fire Department.

Surviving are three daughters,
Katherine Fedor, Jane D’Agostino
and Margi Wanca-Daniels; a son,
Frank M. Wanca; a sister, Mary
Wanca, and five grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, December 17, at the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Garwood Fireman’s Relief
Fund.

December 20, 2007

Jane Douglas, 80, Head Bank Teller;
Was Worthy Matron of Eastern Star

Jane Ann Powers Douglas, 80, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, De-
cember 11, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born on May 21, 1927 in
the Tipperary Hill neigh-
borhood of Syracuse, N.Y.,
she was the daughter of
John and Agnes Powers.
She married Ralph Dou-
glas in Syracuse on Febru-
ary 27, 1953 and raised four
children, who were her
pride and joy.

Moving to many places
during her husband’s ca-
reer with GE and
Honeywell, Jane enjoyed many ac-
tivities including following baseball
and playing bridge and bingo.

She retired as head bank teller of
Harvard Trust in Concord, Mass. in
1982, and she was installed as Wor-
thy Matron of the Camillus, N.Y.
chapter of Eastern Star in 1991.

After living in New York, Ala-
bama, Louisiana, Maryland, Arizona
and Massachusetts, Jane and her hus-
band, Ralph, retired to the Syracuse
area, living in Camillus, N.Y. from
1986 to 1997. They then moved to

Scotch Plains to be close to their
younger grandchildren.

Jane was a very giving and gener-
ous woman, sharing her
home with friends,
young and old, in need
of a place to stay. She
kept her family’s history
and traditions alive
through the stories she
told with enthusiasm and
humor.

In addition to her hus-
band, Ralph, Jane is sur-
vived by her sons, Keith
and Paul; her daughter,
Barbara, and four grand-

children, Kyle and Lyndsey Douglas
and Tony and Jennifer Pignone. She
also is survived by two sisters, Mary
Korb and Evelyn Barnum, and a
brother, Robert Powers.

Her daughter Jacqueline prede-
ceased her.

 Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, December 15, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment will take
place at Maplewood Cemetery in
Camillus, N.Y.

December 20, 2007

John F. “Jack” Tighe, Jr., 82, died
on Sunday, December 16, at his home
in Bedminster.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he subse-
quently resided in Staten Island, N.Y.,
Carteret, Fanwood and Mount
Pocono, Pa. before moving to
Bedminster in December 2005.

John was a veteran of World War II,
having served in the United States
Navy from 1943 to 1946. A graduate
of Pace University, he was a New
York State Certified Public Accoun-
tant in both public and private ac-
counting, specializing in taxes, be-
fore retiring in 1989.

He and his wife, Lucy, then became
volunteers at Pocono Medical Center
in East Stroudsburg, Pa., serving from
1989 to 2005, when they moved to
Bedminster.

He was predeceased by his son,
Robert, on June 14, 1988 and by his
sisters, Catherine Haran and
Annamarie Laub.

John is survived by his loving wife
of 61 years, Lucy; his sons, John and
his wife, Margo, of Caldwell and
Paul and his wife, Catherine, of
Bridgewater; a sister, Marguerite

Tighe; six grandchildren, John Daniel
Tighe and his wife, Suzanne, of South
Portland, Me., Carey Jane Tighe and
her husband, David Thornton, of
Dallas, Tex., Arielle Alexis, Chelsea
Morgan, Dylan Robert and Heather
Rose Tighe of Bridgewater, and two
great-grandchildren, Laney Starbuck
and Elise Marguerite Thornton of
Dallas, Tex. He also is survived by
three nephews, three great-nephews,
one great-great-nephew, two nieces
and seven great-nieces.

A Funeral Mass was held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 19, at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Memorial contributions in John’s
memory may be made to Pocono
Medical Center Foundation, 206 East
Brown Street, East Stroudsburg, Pa.
18301. For additional information, or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 20, 2007

Jean Mae Crickenberger Fischer,
73, a resident of 211 Little River
Drive in McCormick, S.C., wife of
Louis A. Fischer, died on Thursday,
December 13, at the Self Regional
Medical Center in McCormick.

Born May 16, 1934 in Mountainside,
she was a daughter of the late Robert
Luther Crickenberger and Mabel Ruth
Vogel Crickenberger Hickel.

Mrs. Fischer had been a Registered
Nurse for many years and later worked
as a real estate agent before retiring.
She was a member of the Lutheran
Church By The Lake in McCormick,
S.C. and also was a member of the
U.S. Power Squadron in McCormick.

Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band of 52 years of the home, are sons
David John Fischer and his wife,
Valerie, of Hammond, La. and Rob-
ert A. Fischer of Orrville, Ohio;
daughters Patti J. Wallentine and her
husband, John, of Monroe Township,
N.J. and Nancy J. Linn and her hus-
band, Carl, of Bucyrus, Ohio; her
grandchildren, April Fischer, Lindsi
Fischer, John Wallentine, Linda

Wallentine, Cara Linn, Louis Fischer
and Tommy Fischer; her step-grand-
children, Nicholas Linn, Chelsie Linn
and Alex Linn, and a step-great-grand-
child, Ty Linn.

She was preceded in death by a
brother, Robert Crickenberger, and a
grandson, James Wallentine.

Graveside funeral services were
conducted on Monday, December 17,
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

A memorial service will be held at
1 p.m. on Saturday, January 12, 2008,
at the Lutheran Church By The Lake.

Those desiring may make memori-
als to the Lutheran Church By The
Lake Building Fund, 100 Twelve Oaks
Drive, Hwy 378, McCormick, S.C.
29835 in memory of Mrs. Fischer.

For additional information and
online condolences, please visit
www.blythfuneralhome.com.

Blyth Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services is assisting the Fischer
family. Local arrangements are by
the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
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Inez Jockers Vincentsen, 94, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Saturday, December 15, at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights, surrounded by
her loving family.

Born in Bronxville, N.Y., she was a
longtime Westfield resident. She at-
tended Sarah Lawrence College.

Mrs. Vincentsen was a longtime
member of the Forest Lake Club in
Pennsylvania and the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. She also
was a member of the Westfield Ser-
vice League and St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church of Westfield.

She was the devoted wife of the late
Martin W. Vincentsen (1996) and the
loving mother of Martin J. Vincentsen

and his wife, Barbara, and V. William
Vincentsen and his wife, Dolores.
She also will be deeply missed by her
five grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

A family interment service was held
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. A
memorial service will be scheduled
at a future date.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made either to The Forest Lake Cen-
tennial Trust Fund, RR No. 1, Box
333, Hawley, Pa. 18428 or to Little
Hill-Alina Lodge, Box G, Blairstown,
N.J. 07825.
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Frank L. Unnold, 87, Budget Director;
Former Head of Health Department

Frank Leroy Unnold, 87, died on
Sunday, December 16, at home after
a long illness.

Born to Leroy F. and Mary Unnold
in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had lived in
Blauvelt, N.Y. for 18 years and then
in Westfield, N.J. for 31 years before
moving to the Crystal Springs section
of Hardyston Township two-and-a-
half years ago.

Mr. Unnold served with the United
States Navy during World War II,
attaining the rank of lieutenant. He
received his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Math from Queens College in
New York.

He worked as a budget director for
National State Bank, now known as
Wachovia Bank in Elizabeth, N.J.,
for many years before retiring in 1985.

Mr. Unnold also was a member of
the Westfield Board of Health for 10
years and served as its president for
two years. He was a trustee for
Children’s Hope Charities and also
was a parishioner of St. Jude the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Hamburg.

Mr. Unnold is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Regina T. Unnold (nee

Gengler). He also was the devoted
father of Robert M. Unnold of Stam-
ford, Conn. and Carolyn Riley of
Slate Hill, N.Y.; the loving grandfa-
ther of Christine and Nicholas
Unnold, Andrew Riley and Alison
and her husband, Chris Vreeland,
and the dear brother of Norma Barth
of Napanoch, N.Y. and Dorothy
Vaeth of Seaford, N.Y.

The family will receive their
friends today, Thursday, December
20, from 7 to 9 p.m. and tomorrow,
Friday, December 21, from 2 to 4
and 7 to 9 p.m. at the Ferguson-
Vernon Funeral Home, 241 Route
94, Vernon, N.J.

The funeral will take place from
the funeral home on Saturday, De-
cember 22, at 9 a.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be offered at
St. Jude the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church in Hamburg at 10 a.m. Inter-
ment will follow at Glenwood Cem-
etery in Vernon.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers to
Karen Ann Quinlan Hospice, 99
Sparta Avenue, Newton, N.J. 07860
would be appreciated.
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Malcolm ‘Mac’ Sawhill, 80, Had Been
PSE&G Labor Relations Negotiator

Malcolm Campbell Sawhill, also
known as Mac, died on Tuesday,
December 11, at the age of 80 at
Glenside Rehabilitation Center in
New Providence.

Born in New York City to the late
John Elden Sawhill, M.D. and Helen
Josephine Knapp Sawhill, he gradu-
ated from Mercersburg Academy in
1944. He served in the United States
Navy as a pharmacist mate, earning
a Victory Medal.

Following his service in the Navy,
Mac attended and graduated from
Lehigh University, where he made
many lifelong friends. He was united
in marriage to Janet Aurora Kohut
on December 26, 1953.

Mac and Janet were longtime resi-
dents of Westfield and Salem, S.C.
He had resided in Florham Park for
the past year. The majority of Mac’s
career was spent at PSE&G in New-
ark, where he loved every minute of
his day.

Mac worked as a labor relations
negotiator, a position that suited his
personality perfectly. After 30 years
at PSE&G, Mac and Janet retired to
Salem, S.C., where he enjoyed learn-
ing to play golf, honing his skills at
poker, boating, reading and visiting
old and new friends.

Mac and Janet always looked for-
ward to visits from their children,
and especially their grandchildren.

Mac had a lifelong passion for ani-
mals, especially dogs. He consid-
ered his children’s dogs his
grandpuppies, and always enjoyed
time spent with them.

Mac was a devoted and loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, brother,
uncle and friend. He was predeceased
by his wife, Janet, in 2005 and is
survived by his children, Susan
Sawhill Apito and her husband, Paul,
of Glastonbury, Conn., Nancy Sawhill
Tucker and her husband, Bruce, of
Madison, N.J. and Malcolm, Jr. and
his wife, Kenda, of Auburn, Calif.;
two brothers, John Elden Sawhill, Jr.
and his wife, Bettina, of Topsham,
Me. and Robert Arthur Sawhill and
his wife, Margaret, of San Diego,
Calif., and four grandchildren,
Chelsea and Bryan Andrew Apito and
Malcolm III and Quinn Aurora
Sawhill.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, December 19, at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Wm.
A. Bradley and Son Funeral Home
in Chatham.

Donations in his memory may be
made to St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare
Center, 575 Woodland Avenue, Madi-
son, N.J. 07940. To send condolences
or for further information, visit
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.
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Jane Powers Douglas

James Capone, Sr., 92, Knights Member;
Retired Westfield Postal Superintendent
James J. Capone, Sr. of Westfield

died on Friday, December 7, at Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal at Rahway. He was 92.

Born in Franklin, Mass., Mr.
Capone lived in Westfield for 58 years.
He then moved to Toms River, where
he lived for 15 years before moving to
Rahway four years ago.

Mr. Capone had been branch su-
perintendent for the United States
Postal Service in Westfield and
Mountainside prior to retiring in 1973
after 36 years.

He was a United States National
Guard veteran, serving during World
War II as a second lieutenant in the
cavalry. Mr. Capone achieved the rank
of a 4th degree knight in the Knights
of Columbus Council 1926, Toms
River chapter, and also served as an
exalted ruler of the Elizabeth Elks
Lodge 289.

In 1968, he served as president of
the Mountainside Rotary Club. Mr.
Capone was an active member of the
Deutscher Club of Clark and the
Rahway Retired Men’s Club. He also
loved to dance and golf.

He was a member of St. Joseph’s
Church in Toms River, where he
served as a Eucharistic minister.

Mr. Capone was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather and will be deeply missed
by all. He was predeceased by his
first wife of 25 years, Regina
O’Donnell Capone, in 1967 and his
second wife of 27 years, Clemaline
Leskanik Capone, in 2000, and by his

step-daughter, Kathie Krihak.
Mr. Capone is survived by his son,

James J. Capone, Jr., and his wife,
Annette, of Westfield; two daughters,
Regina R. Capone of Rahway and
Elizabeth A. Sampson and her hus-
band, William, of Westfield; seven
grandchildren, Christopher J. Capone,
Kerry J. Adorno, Elizabeth A. Veiss,
William Sampson, Jr., Michael
Krihak, Jonathan Krihak and Brant
Krihak, and four great-grandchildren.

December 20, 2007
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WESTFIELD  – Roosevelt Interme-
diate School Principal Stewart Carey
announced that the following seventh
and eighth grade students were named
to the first marking period honor roll for
the 2007-2008 school year. They are:

7th Grade Honor Roll
Juliana Albano, Andrew Aldana, Jasmine

Aldana, Megan Ariola, Mariah Baker, Andrew
Bogin, Corentin Bonneau, Valentina Bonnefil,
Christian Burgdorf, Alexander Breakstone, Joe
Burke, Kristen Burns, Jack Campbell, Madelyn
Cannone, Riyad Carey, Michael Cash, Grace
Cerra, Daniel Cetlin, Celia Childs, Elaine
Ciardullo, Jack Coldwell, Mae Cornwell, Theresa
DePalma, Liam Devin, Gina DiGiorgio, Hailey
Dobosiewicz, Claire Dorwart, Mark Eisenhauer,
Samuel Eliades, Peter Fagan, Brian Farrell, Alyssa
Fernandez, Benjamin Fine, Jesse Finver, Austin
Fishman, Erin Fitzpatrick, Sarah Freer, Mark
Frega, Parker Friedman, Andrew Fromm, Mat-
thew Gates, Brian Githens, Brett Glenn, Mat-
thew Gordner, Jayne Gradel, Jacob Greenberg,
Caroline Greenspan, Elizabeth Griesmer, Mat-
thew Haner, Brenton Harries, Christopher Har-
ris, Mark Hartzell, Alexander Hay, Alexander
Herbster, Jake Heroux, Asher Horowitz, Lily
Horowitz, Aidin Hughes, Emily Hutchinson,
Taylor Jackson, Miranda Jakubek, Alexander
Jeffery, Carissa Jenkins, Molly Jennings, Mat-
thew Kaveney, Liam Keller, Laura Kent, Sonya
Khedr, Lauren Koenigsberg, Evan Komar, Shane
Kronick, Valerie LaPorta, Daniel LaCorte,
Alexander Laitamaki, William Lavelle, Caitlin
Lawrie, Steven Lee, Rachel Leffelholz, Julia
Mannino, Kamran Manoocheri, Svetlana
Marhefka, Cassandra Masciale, Drew Mellusi,
Tyler Melofchik, Valerie Mennona, Kevin
Mikovits, Justin Mitchell, Olivia Mobarakai,
Regina Morales-Sevilla, Gregory Morano, Jessie
Murray, Sophie Mushell, Jack Mustard, Emily
Natko, Eric Oberman, Michael Paone, Victoria
Parsloe, Elana Pascoguin, Scott Pass, John
Peterson, Elizabeth Pindilli, Gregory Rachman,
Kendall Reid, Henry Resnikoff, James Reynolds,
Lindsay Ripperger, Chandler Robertson,
Samantha Rohwetter, Charlotte Russo, Lillian
Russo, Joseph Salmon,William Sanders,Tyler
Schiavo, Alexander Schiffer, Tara Sciortino, Joel
Seltzer, Leon Shum, Lilly Sisto, Amanda Soldati,
David Solomon, Emma Tabachnick, Annalyn
Tanella, Margaret Tanji, Ryan Tormey, Jennifer
Tresnan, Brianna Virzi, Kirsten VonDerWroge,
Braden Walker, Simon Wang, Matt Webb, Garrett
Williamson, Emily Wolf, Reeve Zakarin, Nicole
Zimmerman, Jessica Zucker

7th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Anthony Aldana, Oria Alexander, Jennifer

Amador, Lauren Anzevino, Lucas Bizzaro, Chloe
Bryen, Kathryn Capodanno, Colleen Caprario,
Andres Chang, Katelizabeth Chin, Cassandra
Clark, Samuel Cravo, David Cui, Elizabeth
Cusick, Christian Fechter, Lisa Federico, Emma
Forstenhauster, Angela Gallagher, Colleen
Gallagher, Daniel Gallagher, Kyla Gargiulo,
Adam Greene, Edmund Han, Allison Hecht,
Rachel Hertzberg, Jessica Kenny, Geoffrey Ko,
Marina Kovalenko, Francis Leong, Jennifer
Mandelblatt, Jeffrey Marino, Hannah McRoberts,
Liam McElheny, Catherine Meixner, Eric
Mikalauskas, Michaela Nies, Grace Partridge,
Molly Prybylski, Elinor Reinhardt, Brett
Ripperger, Aaron Rubin, Kyra Sagal, Benjamin
Schwartz, Colleen Sheridan, Anna Simon, Asher
Stabler, Elisabeth Sulmont, Connor Swingle,
Austen Thien, Katherine Towers, Michaela
Tropeano, Natalie Tupper, Kelly Vasel, Alana

Zepka, Brian Zilberberg

  8th Grade Honor Roll
Edward Allen, Grace Antonelli, Arjun Asija,

Eunbyeol Baek, Emily Bailey, Loren Ball,
Zachary Bebel, Daniel Berke, Caroline Bertoni,
Ryan Bohrod, Alexander Bond, Morgan Bowen,
Alexandra Caggiano, Eleanor Callinan, Nicho-
las Canavan, Philip Cara, Katherine Chan, Rob-
ert Ciardullo, Emily Clauss, Maura Colwell,
Gabriele Cruz, Rebecca Daaelman, Alexandra
Davidson, Christine Deroux, Sydney Doskow,
Max Edelsack, Nicholas Ertman, Katie Fazio,
Abraham Fertig-Cohen, Richard Fletcher, Brit-
tany Gallagher, Rebecca Ganz, William
Geoghegan, Christopher Gerckens, Sabrina
Greene, Emily Gretsky, Kendall Hagan, Brennan
Haley, Matthew Hall, Hannah Hays, Tripp
Heffernan, Alexandra Hoffman, Matthew Huff,
Kevin Ingram, Erica Jakub, Patrick Johnson,
Nicoletta Kalos, Jenna Karnofsky, Ashley
Kattak, Lawrence Keating, Nicholas Knepper,
Kurt Kowalski, Marilyn Kowalski, Elizabeth
Kuehn, Dara Levy, Analisa Lopez, Carolyn
Maguire, Richard Malacrea, Thomas Malley,
Anna Margolis, Nicole Marques, Cali Mazzara,
Marc Mazzucco, Joseph McDonald, Hanna
Millen, Amanda Mongiove, Jessica Morse,
Julianne Mucci, Sarah Murphy, Lucas Nugent,
Caroline O’Connor, Mary Jane O’Connor, Ri-
chard O’Connor, Stephanie Olson, Elizabeth
Queisser, Julia Queller, Sarah Ramire, Jack
Rickles, Ilana Rood, Madeline Rosenberg, Sam
Rosenburgh, Megan Roth, Alexa Rothenberg,
Alexandra Rubin, Rebecca Sarkos, Abigail
Sawers, Kate Schell-Sheehan, Kayla Seigelstein,
Sara Shields, Ashley Simmons, Emily Smith,
Kyle Star, Samantha Sterba, Ross Sugarman,
Haley Tanella, Rebecca Tunis, Alex Turitz,
Tyler Varian, Nicholas Villane, Aimee Wenta,
Daniel Wolf, Michael Woods, Jordan Yarusi,
Madison Yarusi, Alexander Zimmerman

8th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Megan Bachmann, Mia Ballan, Tara Bange,

Alana Basil, Joy Binder, Markian Borkowsky,
Madeline Chandler, Sarah Chandler, Sarah
Collins, Rives DeRosa, Patrick Dyer, Samantha
Ellner, Allison Faktor, Andrew Felix, Rory
Fitzpatrick, Katherine Fox, Caroline Gelinne,
Alex Goldschmidt, Zoe Greenburg, Kelsey Hall,
Caitlin Hering, Kelly Higgins, Taylor Ingber,
Katharine Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn
Johnson, Kelly Kalis, Kayla Krasnoo, Thomas
Lutz, Katie Marino, Finbar Martinson, Peter
Mebane, Kavita Mehta, Emily Miller, Katie
Morris, Olivia Pecora, Audrey Peterson, Keith
Peterson, Gabriella Pirrone, Emma Polini, Brian
Pollock, Patrick Reilly, Henry Ritter, Casey
Schuster, Charles Scott, Kendra Simcox, Jes-
sica Sipe, Rebecca Skowron, Mercedes Smith,
Stephanie Tepper, Brian Vander Schaaf, Victoria
Wang, Hannah Weeks, Ross Workman,
Katherine Yamano, Caroline Zee, Jacob Ziff.

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School

First Marking Period

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!
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take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at UCC

Get a jump on your 
Spring Semester 
by Enrolling in a 
Winter Course 
at UCC.

Winter Session 
classes begin 
Wednesday, December 26, 2007.

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu

WHO (OR WHAT) DO YOU LOVE…? To commemorate Scotch Plains Day
on October 21, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA)
sponsored a poster contest for local students from kindergarten to grade 12.
The theme was “What I Love About Scotch Plains.” The SPFEA displayed
winning posters at its booth during Scotch Plains Day. Contest winners,
pictured left to right, are: Top row,  Mandel Sly and Meredith Parker, and
bottom row, Brianne Sorge, Lauren Szpond and Sydney Smith.

WHS Students Nominated
For Governor’s Schools

WESTFIELD – Sister Maureen
Fichner, principal of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, has an-
nounced that 37 percent of the fifth
and sixth graders have been de-
clared eligible to participate in the
Johns Hopkins University Center
Search for Talented Youth.

Students must score at the 95th
percentile or higher on a nationally
recognized standardized test in cer-
tain academic areas.

Fifth graders Kristine Aquinaldo,
Clark Burnett, Barbara Calderone,
Eliot Clark, Andrew Dellechiaie,
Sarah DiIorio, Connor Fech, Paige
Hamilton, Peter Herbert, Catherine
Massa, Bridget McAllister,
Samantha Nigro, Nicolas Nuila,
Patricia Salazar, Victoria
Scognamiglio, John Skinner and
Emily Wieszczek qualified.

Students from the sixth grade who
have qualified included Elena Arida,
Matt Corrao, James Gabriel, Daisy
Hanna, Ryan Kelly, Caroline Kelly,
Stephen McAuliffe, Noah Penders,
Madeline Pfeifer, James Sosinski
and Ryan Weber.

In the past, Trinity students have
gained statewide recognition as a
result of this search. Joseph
Zavodny, as a fifth grader, placed
first in the nation for fifth graders

Holy Trinity Announces
Results of Hopkins Testing

and second among all sixth graders
in the 2002 CTY Spatial Test. Jo-
seph is now a junior at Delbarton
Preparatory School.

Jackie Pantano, sixth-grade
teacher, said of the students, “They
are a group of extremely bright stu-
dents, well-deserving of the honor.
More importantly, they are fine ex-
amples of solid Christian citizens
who contribute to our school com-
munity in a positive manner.”

TALENT SEARCH...Holy Trinity
School recently announced that 37 per-
cent of fifth and sixth graders have
been declared eligible to participate in
the Johns Hopkins University Center
Search for Talented Youth. Eligible
participants appear above.

WESTFIELD – Eighteen Westfield
High School students have been nomi-
nated for the 2008 prestigious
Governor’s School programs, which
are held during the summer at col-
leges and universities in New Jersey.
They include:
 Governor’s School of the Arts –

College of New Jersey
Julian Applebaum, Creative Writing;

Mallory Boesch, Vocal Music; James
Chu, Instrumental Music; Anna Morton,
Creative Writing; Su Pak, Visual Arts;
Ross Pohling, Theatre; Samantha Ritter,
Visual Arts; Jenna Roth, Vocal Music;
Dara Silverman,  Theatre;

Engineering & Technology –
Rutgers University

Charles Cary, Alice Li
 Environment –

Richard Stockton College
Maxwell Sugarman

International Studies –
Ramapo College

Amanda Garfinkel, Maria Lomaka
Public Issues –

Monmouth University
Annie Re, Richard Sweeney

Sciences –Drew University
Matthew Scharpf, Eriene-Heidi

Sidhom

Notification of the final selection
of students will take place in the spring
of 2008.

Current Westfield High School se-
niors who were accepted and attended
the Governor’s School in the summer
of 2007 include:

 Britta Greene, School of Interna-
tional Studies, Ramapo College;
Tianyou Xu, School of International

Studies, Ramapo College; Ben Baron,
School of the Arts, College of New
Jersey; Ellen Scariati, School of the
Arts, College of New Jersey;  Michael
Tannenbaum, School of the Arts,
College of New Jersey.

The Governor’s School of New Jer-
sey is a summer program for artistically
or academically talented high school
students from the state who have com-
pleted their junior year. The school is an
intensive, four-week residential pro-
gram conducted on six college cam-
puses throughout the state. Emphasis is
placed on problem solving of complex
issues that exist on the local, state,
national and international levels, lead-
ership training and creative expression
through the medium of fine and per-
forming arts. As an incentive to foster
creativity, the program includes no
grades or academic credit.

 

BLESS YOU…Union Catholic (UC) High School in Scotch Plains celebrated its
Thanksgiving Liturgy on November 19, with the Reverend Don Hummel serving
as celebrant. Reverend Hummel serves as the director of continuing education
and formation of priests for the Archdiocese of Newark. At the conclusion of Mass,
members of the student council and Reverend Hummel gathered in the main foyer
to bless 30 baskets of food and 30 turkeys collected from the students, faculty and
staff of UC to be donated to families in need. The baskets and turkeys were
brought to the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains to be distributed to charity organizations.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WF’s Bleich Becomes
Education Consultant
WESTFIELD – The Independent

Educational Consultants Association
has announced that Lisa Bleich of
Westfield has been accepted as a pro-
fessional member in the association.

Membership requires an appropri-
ate master’s degree or comparable
training and a minimum of three years
experience in college counseling.
Members must also have visited a
minimum of 50 campuses.

Ms. Bleich has been an independent
educational consultant since 2004. Her
office is located in Westfield. A gradu-
ate of Brandeis University and the
Harvard Business School, she works
with high-school and transfer students
on the college selection and applica-
tion process.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Brearley Bears Remain the Team to Beat
For Union County Wrestling Dominance

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The David Brearley Bears of
Kenilworth proved they were the
“New Sheriff in Town” when they
won their second straight Union
County Wrestling championship by
dethroning perennial power Roselle
Park (Panthers). The Kenilworth team
sent eight Bears to the finals and
claimed five individual champions.
There appears to be little doubt that
these snarling Bears will, once again,
take a healthy swat at anyone who
attempts to snatch their title away
from them.

The Panthers, however, are just
waiting to get another shot at them
and so are the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who placed third in the
county last year. Both teams should
be competitive. The New Providence
Pioneers, who finished fourth, have
one returning county champ and a
runnerup but they are very young. A
majority of the county teams have
larger freshmen and sophomore con-
tingents than junior and seniors, so
the aim would be to build strong
teams for the future.

BREARLEY BEARS:
The Bears qualified 13 wrestlers

for the Region 3 (R3) tournament,
producing three champions, and quali-
fied seven for the NJSIAA tourna-
ment in Atlantic City (AC), returning

with a third, fourth and a sixth place
finish. Eight region qualifiers return,
including five NJSIAA qualifiers. The

Bears also de-
feated the Pan-
thers to claim the
sectional title.

The Bears face
the third-tough-
est schedule in
the state, wres-
tling seven of the
top-10 teams but

they have the firepower throughout
the lineup to make it fun to watch.

“It’s great for these guys to see that
type of caliber. If everything goes
well, then I think we are going to be
very competitive,” said head coach
Brian Luciani.

All weight classes are dependent
on certification.

Top Wrestlers:
Kenny Knapp (jr. – 119): He is a

two-time UC and district champ,
placed third at AC at 103-lbs and
finished with a 41-2 record.

Allan Phillips (so. – 112): R3 quali-
fier, third in UC at 119-lbs but he will
have stiff competition from freshman
Danny Reiss, who was a champ at the
youth states.

Rob Piper (sr. – 130): Third in
UC, R3 qualifier at 125-lbs and fin-
ished with a 30-10 record.

Joe Lospinoso (jr. – 135): He

placed third in UC, second in R3,
fourth at AC at 130-lbs and had a 39-
6 record.

Matt Loffa (sr. – 145): Second in
UC, R3 qualifier at 140-lbs and fin-
ished 25-10.

Travis Dilts (jr. – hwt): Third UC
at 160-lbs. Put on some size.

Umar Taramov (jr. – 160): Sec-
ond UC, third R3, won two bouts at
AC at 171-lbs and finished 35-9.

Hany Elsheikh (sr. – 189): Sec-
ond UC, second R3 at 189-lbs and
finished 33-7.

Jesse Boyden (sr. – 215): Three-
time UC and two-time R3 Champ,
sixth at AC twice and finished 40-5.
Has the most career wins in Brearley
history.

CRANFORD COUGARS:
The Cougars

return only two
Region 3 qualifi-
ers and one wres-
tler who placed
fourth in the
UCT. The Cou-
gars, numbering
26 wrestlers, are

comprised mainly of underclassmen
so the look is toward the future.

“We are very excited about this
season in that we have a team loaded
with freshmen and sophomores. We

only have four
seniors and two
juniors,” said
Cougar Head
Coach Darren
Torsone.

The team cap-
tains are Kevin
Aldredge and
Mesut Oscan.

“We are expecting big things from
Kevin this year and we believe Mesut
will do better,” said Torsone.

Brian Buontempo (so. – 125/30):
Second in district at 103. Put on a lot
of muscle since last year.

Mesut Oscan (sr. – 125): Third in
district

Kevin Aldredge (sr. – 189)
Joe Brady (so. – Hwt): Fourth in

UC

NEW PROV. PIONEERS:

Craig Montgomery (119) RP Panthers

Jorge Branco (140) RP Panthers Jesse Boyden (215) Brearley Bears

Trevor Cannon (152) SPF RaidersKenny Knapp (119) Brearley Bears

Joe Lospinoso (135) Brearley Bears

John Barnes (125) Blue Devils

Matt Loffa (145)
Brearley Bears

Mesut Oscan (125)
Cranford Cougars

Peter Terrezza (112) N. Prov. Pioneers

Brian Buontempo
(130) Cougars

DOUGHER SINKS 18, SHEEHAN 13

Raider Cagers Outlast
Blue Devil Boys, 54-45

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Kevin Maroney sank seven
of his 16 points in the final four min-
utes of the third quarter and senior
Brian Dougher sealed the deal by
hitting eight of his game-leading 18
points in the fourth quarter to give the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team a 54-45 victory
over host Westfield on December 15.

The Blue Devils, comprised solely
of juniors and sophomores were led
offensively by juniors Chris Sheehan
and Mike Lessner, who put in 13 and
12 points, respectively, but they were
unable to keep up with the rebound-
ing dominance of the senior-strong
Raiders led by senior Lordly Okarter,
who pulled down 11 boards. Maroney
was strong also with 10 rebounds.

“That was the turning point. Our
shots were off-target early on but we
absolutely controlled the boards,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.

“The biggest thing that hurt us was
our rebounding. Even last year, being
6’1” across the board, we never got out-
rebounded like today. We are basically
four juniors and three sophomores. Our
guys are good players but sometimes,
physical maturity takes time. It was
juniors and sophomores against seniors
and that was the edge,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly.

“Kevin and the guards got in that
second and third shot. We are a little
bigger than them. Lordly Okarter did
a great job on rebounds,” said Dougher.

The Blue Devils kept pace with the
Raiders and had the score knotted at 14-
14 with less than a minute remaining
until Dougher nailed a 3-pointer and
Reggie Solomon, who bucketed two

threes earlier in the quarter and finished
with nine points, added a free throw.

“Everybody on our team knows
how to score. Scoring doesn’t neces-
sarily rest on my shoulders. Kevin
played great. Reggie played great,”
Dougher said.

The Raiders held a 27-21 lead at
the half but relinquished it when
Lessner put in six points and junior
Tony DiIorio (3 points) and sopho-
more Pat Gray (6 points) each sank
two points each to tie the score mid-
way through the third quarter. But the
Raider defense tightened and
Maroney’s burst ignited a 10-point
run to end the quarter 41-31. Dougher
took over in the final quarter.

“We were having match up prob-
lems. I think we took Brian out. They
had a guard on Kevin so we sent him
down to the post. Then they went with
a bigger guy toward the end of the
(third) quarter so we put him at the
point then he put us up ten. Then our
experience took over in the fourth
quarter,” coach Doherty explained.
“Our defense picked up. We gave up
14 points in the first quarter but after
that we tightened up. They did a run
and we handled a run. Last year at this
time, we might have caved in on a
run. We hit our foul shots. It’s all
about getting a win.”

“Brian Dougher is tough to beat
when the game gets tight. He is going
to make some big shots,” said coach
Everly.

“They ran nice sets, extremely well
coached. Danny DeCataldo was pes-
tering their point guard all game and
forced a lot of turnovers,” said coach
Doherty. “Second time around, they
are going to be tough.”

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5 Baths.

Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain  & Fancy kitchen

cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00  •  908-414-1208

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A SET UP…Blue Devil Chris Sheehan, No. 30, dribbles down
court, while being hounded by Raider Dan DeCataldo.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

Office 908-233-5555 Ext. 169  Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/
motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/
wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd flr
game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $3,795,000.  WSF0065

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality
craftsmanship, extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS, deluxe
KIT, MBRM w/sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH.  Superior finishes,
5 FRPLC, accented ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts , 7 ZN HT/
CAC,  beaut terraced property (.58 ac.) and much more.      $2,750,000  WSF0791

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes  presents this  luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in
the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level.  Noteworthy
features: MBR suite w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive deck & French drs to
Sunroom.  Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry.  Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library,
guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE.      $2,595,000.  WSF0905

Westfield . . . 4 bedroom, 2 bath cape cod w/83x100 property. Living room, spacious eat-in
kitchen, hardwood floors and easy access to Parkway.  $389,000  WSF0989

May this joyous season bring
you and yours an abundance of

peace, health and happiness!

Happy
Holidays

Westfield . . . 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath colonial. Spacious Rms. Charming front porch opens to
foyer w/circular strcse, LR, FDR, kitchen w/center isle,  breakfast room and adjacent FR w/
frplc & slider to patio. Master BR w/2 wlk-in closets & full whirlpool Bth. 4 additional BR’s
and 2 full Bths. Plenty of time to pick colors etc.      $1,475,000.  WSF0091
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EMILY AND MOLLY MEEHAN NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

SP-F Lady Raiders Envision
Successful Basketball Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Added maturity, strength and size
with the five returning veterans could
make it very possible for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
basketball team to defend its Union
County Tournament (UCT) title and,
perhaps, be as good if not better than
last year’s squad.

Last year, the Raiders out-pointed
rival Westfield, 43-36, in overtime to
win the UCT title for the third time in
four years and finished the season
with a 17-9 record.

“I was just watching the tape the
other night and I told the girls what a
great job defensively they did. We
probably played our best basketball
towards the end and that is what mat-
ters,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce
Davis. “We have a tough schedule
and we’re in a very, very tough group
and section this year. We’re hoping to
be a threat in the counties and go deep
in the states.”

Despite having graduated Allie

Zazzali, the UC Player of the Year,
and the scrappy Lauren Mains, coach
Davis feels his team will be strong
upfront with Kaylin Jaichon, Emily
Meehan and 5’11” junior Jackie Law,
who averaged 10 points and 10 re-
bounds per game.

“She’s moving a little further away
from the basket with more of an out-
side game, which will be great be-
cause it makes her more of a threat
and harder to guard. She’s a very
aggressive player, runs the floor well,
rebounds and gets out. She can lead
the break and brings a renewed con-
fidence,” Davis said of Law.

Jaichon, a 6’1” junior, will be the big
girl inside. “She was our second lead-
ing rebounder last year and will be a
force inside. She tries to take advantage
of beating her big people up and down
the floor. We need to pound the ball
inside a little more this year, because it
is going to be our strength. I expect her
to be one of the dominating centers in
the county,” coach Davis said.

Offensively, the Raiders look for lots

of movement, screen sets and addi-
tional scoring from co-captain Emily
Meehan. “She had a real good AAU
summer season, really worked on her
offensive game, is now more of a scor-
ing threat and shows confidence. I have
a lineup where I can go big if I want to.
I can put three people in; Emily can step
out and be the three. She can get move-
ment and shoot way from the basket.
Jackie can move away from the basket
and score and that gives us a lot of size
inside rebounding wise.”

Co-captain Molly Meehan will be
at the point guard and two-guard po-
sition. “Pretty good shooter from the
outside and she can take it to the
basket,” said Davis.

Laura Degnan, a 5’11 junior for-
ward/guard, can shoot a good jump
shot and can hit from three. “She’s a
good offensive rebounder as well.
She runs the open floor well; maybe
the fastest kid on the team,” coach
Davis said.

Kathryn DeCataldo will be sharing
time at point guard. “Real good ball
handler, good three-point shooter like
her sister Liz was, has lots of court
savvy, uses that on steals and getting
to the right place at the right time,”
coach Davis said.

Coach Davis feels that Saxony
Nielsen, “will be this year’s Lauren
Mains. The same type of a kid! Ath-
letic, strong, real tough and maybe
more of an offensive threat than
Lauren was and willing to take on the
other team’s best player.”

Other players include: senior
Brianna Character, senior Kendra
Spady and 5’11” freshman, guard
Crystal Clark. Ebie Kaotz will see
minutes as well.

“We’re one of five in the top half of
the conference so, as a result, we
expect tough competition. We will
have to play Shabazz and Irvington
twice, so we may not get to 20 wins.
Our goal, however, is to win every
game when we step on the floor.
Obviously we may take our lumps,
especially early on when we try to
feel our way around, but everyone
will know we’ll be around at the end,”
concluded coach Davis.

G.K.’s Farewell Ceremony
Smooth As a Perfect “4-2”

It’s safe to say that there may never
again be as much athletic talent from
one high school assembled in one
place at one time. Last Friday the
young and old (and the in-between)
came from near and far to the Presby-
terian Church to say goodbye to Gary
Kehler, the former WHS football,
wrestling and golf coach, who had
passed away a week earlier after a 4½-
year battle with stomach cancer.

Sitting next to me was Gerry
McGinley, the white-haired former
all-state footballer from the class of
1948. On my right was Dick Stotler

(’66), all-county quarterback. In front
of us were two-time Olympic wrestler
Chris Campbell (’73) and the Rev.
Ronnie Allen (’79). Behind us were
all-county tackle Paul Harbaugh (’80),
legendary swim coach Uncle Joe Della
Badia and his quarterback sons Joe
(’77) and Tom (’80). Every section of
the jam-packed church was filled with
similar “lineups.”

The ceremony — everything was
planned by G.K., of course — went
off as smoothly as one of those game
opening, “4-2” runs back in the ’60s
and ’70s. It included some amazing
singing by Jan Hedden (’70), and
rememberances by son Doug Kehler,
friend Roger Love, nephew Bob
Kehler and son Glen Kehler. As could
be expected, Love and Glen Kehler
had the crowd rolling in the aisles
with their stories. Love recalled learn-
ing the term “see the lights” during a
gym-class wrestling lesson from first-
year teacher Gary Kehler in 1957.
“He told me I should stick to basket-
ball,” Love said. Glen recalled some
of his father’s favorite expressions
(“the difference between champ and
chump is ‘U’ ”) and told several side-
splitters, including one about the fru-
gal Kehler getting his wife Alice an
electric can-opener for Christmas, and
another about the first time Gary put
his middle son Todd on a plane for a
trip to Florida, giving him $10 and
telling him, “If the plane is highjacked
to Cuba, get me a couple of cigars.”

It’d be impossible to name all the
people who were there. But, with
apologies to anyone who is overlooked
and/or wasn’t recognized, here’s a
last-names listing of the Who’s Who
in WHS sports that was there (in many
cases, there were multiple family
members):

Adelaar, Allen, Assmann, Baldwin,
Bender, Betz, Bodmer, Bowers,
Brand, Braun, Brewster, Brown,
Byrne, Campbell, Carroll, Chambliss,
Ciarrocca, Clark, Cosenza, Costello,
Davies, Davis, Della Badia, Demarest,
Dooley, Duncan, Elliott, Forsberg,
Goski, Gottlick, Harbaugh, Hearon,
Hedden, Hely, Henry, Husch, Higgins,
Howarth, Jackson, Jester, Jordan,
Kalbacher, Kelly, Kennedy, Kessler,
Ketcham, Kinsella, Knobloch, Kole,
Kowalczyk, Lay, Leifer, LiSooey,
Love, MacDonald, Mannino, Massa,
McDermott, McDevitt, McDonough,
McGinley, Merrill, Miller, Monninger,
Morash, Morris, Murphy, Mutz,
Napier, Nardi, Palmer, Reid,
Ripperger, Sampson, Selert, Stiefken,
Stotler, Sullivan, Tebbetts, Tomalonis,
Treut, Varnum, Valenti, Whedon,
Yarusi, Yatcilla, and Zitch, along with
a dozen or more members of the ’07
WHS football team and its coaching
staff, and dozens of current and former
WHS teachers and coaches, and old-
timers John D’Andrea, Dave Cilo and
Pete Lima.

In addition, former NFL player and
Westfield resident Bill Ard, the

NJSIAA’s Bob Baly, and famed New
Jersey coaches like John Allen (Seton
Hall Prep), Frank Bottone (New Provi-
dence), Jerry Moore (Somerville/Eliza-
beth), Ted Monica (Madison), Mike
Sheppard (Seton Hall University), John
Wagner (Roselle Park) and Warren
Wolf (Brick) were all there, along with
SP-F’s Len Zanowicz, Gene Schiller
and Rob Harmer, and Union’s Bill
Parsons.

After the meet-and-greet with the
family and an hour or so of hanging
around and remembering the great (not
just good) ol’ times, the crowd started to
disperse — some to waiting planes,
others to drives home, some over to visit
Kehler Stadium again, and more than a
few hung around for a while at some of
the local watering holes.

As he got up to leave 16 Prospect
for Newark Airport and his plane ride
home to San Francisco and his life as
a corporate lawyer, Chris Campbell
said, “I’ll tell you one thing, that man
(Kehler) led one helluva life.”

Many hours later, as the lights went
out inside the Jolly Trolley and the
final arguments wound down about
who was the best team and who was
the best player and what was the best
game ever, it was time for the strag-
glers to head home. Walking to our
cars, Joe Della Badia said, “This was
such a great day. Just a great day.”

And then we got into a discussion
about whether Mike Venezia (’07)
was a better basketball player than
Timmy Goski (’73). It had almost
escalated into who would win a 2-on-
2 game between Venezia and Bob
Felter (my pick) against Goski and
Boo Bowers (Joe’s) … before we said
our goodbyes and promised to get
together again sometime soon.

I wonder if there will ever be an-
other day quite as great.

BY THE NUMBERS
In honor of the late Gary Kehler, the

Devil’s Den presents a list of the best
player(s) to wear certain football num-
bers on the jerseys during the period
1961-82. (Note: under Kehler, no-
body wore single digit numbers, or
numbers in the 90s.)

12 Dwight Davies and John Brown,
14 Joe Monninger, 15 Bud Mueller
and Dick Stotler, 16 Bob Davis and
Dean Boylan, 17 Skeeter MacCloskey;

21 Rick Adelaar, 22 Charlie Clark
and Owen Brand, 23 Ed Galauski, 24
Bill Bryant, Rudy Brown and Chuck
Hood, 26 Jay Isbrecht, 27 Jim Kovacs,
28 Kevin Bonner, 29 Ron Hall, Paul
Byrne and John Byrne;

30 Jim O’Neil, 32 Eddie Morton,
33 Jim Catron and Don Knobloch, 34
Frank Kelly, 36 Leroy Gallman, Doug
Murphy and Frank Jackson; 39 Chip
Demarest;

40 Dwight Winn, 41 Bill Backus, 42
Butch Woolfolk, 43 Glen Kehler, 44
Joe Wiendl, Jerry Hendershott and Jim
Reid; 45 Marty Howarth and Bob
McNally, 46 Keith Davis and Mike
Giacone, 47 John Greene, 48 Harry
Beane and Mike Mangan, 49 John
Ackerson;

50 Jim Minno and Bob Thiel, 51
Jim Coy, 53 Ted Raabe, 54 Bob Skin-
ner and Pete Murphy, 55 Jon Gordon,
Bruce MacKay and Ira Thorne, 56
Rick Mazza, 57 Charlie Widmer, 58
Bob Harvey, 59 Greg Weiss;

60 Dave Morash, Steve Hoppin and
Gerry Glassey; 61 John Kerr and Mike
Fenlon, 62 Flip Light, 63 Bob Duelks,
64 Mike Dorne and Mark Lemko, 65
Jim Zitch, 66 Bill Dunham and Rick
Sampson, 67 Joe Hagy and Adam
Beckett, 68 Tom Gilday, 69 Bob Van
Kueren;

71 Chris Vejnoska and Chris
Harvey; 72 Jim Lincoln, 73 Jim
Hoblitzell, 74 Jim Howard, Bret
Schundler and Chris Drabin, 75 Jim
Hely and John Iglar, 76 Pete Parken,
77 Mike Schundler, Don Ciliotta and
Mark Ciliotta, 78 Paul Jackson; 81

Neil Chamberlain, 82 Bill Taylor, 83
Steve Bodmer, 84 Rick Baldwin and
K.C. Knobloch, 85 Bill Napier, Bruce
Jester, Jim Tyler and Steve Scioscia;
86 Rick Schadle, 87 Tom Pfeiffer,
Mark Jackson and Scott Selert; 88
Frank Ritter, Kent Baldwin and Dave
Jackson; 89 Greg Allen.

DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
Annapolis, Auburn, Boston College,

Boston University, Bowdoin, Brigham
Young, Bucknell, Case Western Re-
serve, Clemson, Colby, Colgate, Con-
necticut, Cornell, Drexel, Fairfield,
Fordham, Harvard, Johns Hopkins,
Lafayette, Lehigh, Monmouth, New
Hampshire, NYU, Notre Dame, Penn
State, Princeton, Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute, Richmond, Rowan,
Rutgers, St. Bonaventure, St.
Lawrence, Seton Hall, Scranton,
Stevens Institute of Technology,
Susquehanna, Tufts, Tulane, Ursinus,
Vanderbilt, Villanova, Virginia, Vir-
ginia Military Institute, West Point,
Yale.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Wow, what a nice come-from-be-

hind 67-56 win for the WHS girls on
Monday against Columbia. Down
seven (44-37) entering the fourth quar-
ter, the Devils scored 30 points, in-
cluding 18 by Erin Miller, the four-
year standout who finished with 34
points, nailing 22 of 25 free throws.
Gabby O’Leary added nine points,
including seven of nine FTs. And se-
nior Stephanie Slodyzcka scored 14
points and grabbed seven rebounds
before fracturing her wrist and will be
out for two weeks.

IN THE GENES
Will Brewster, the son of former

WHS quarterback/catcher Roger
Brewster (’83), was a key member of
the Team Bama U-11 basketball squad
that won the 2007 AAU Super Region
Tournament with a 61-53 victory over
Inner Strength (Atlanta). Will
Brewster, who had 15 points in the
title game, is also the grandson of Bob
and Marge Brewster of Westfield. The
sixth grader is ranked by
hoopscooponline.com as the 20th best
small forward and 121st player in the
class of 2014! (Ranking sixth grad-
ers?)

Two key members of the Delaware
Valley Regional wrestling team this
year will be sophomore Trevor and
senior Conor Stiefken, the sons of
former WHS state champion Kurt
Stiefken (’72). Trevor was 3-1 last
year at 119, while Conor was 10-15 as
an undersized heavyweight.

IS IT JUST ME …
… or does anybody else realize the

WHS boys swim team could enter the
Three Stooges in an upcoming meet,
say in the 200 IM or 100 breast: Mo
(Matt Morgan), Larry (Zhang) and
Curley (Matt Gelmetti).

 … or is anybody else wondering
how the Star-Ledger had 6-4 Eliza-
beth ranked third in union county, two
spots ahead of 7-4 WHS? The Blue
Devils beat them head-to-head, at their
field, and also went deeper in the state
tournament.

DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
What are the colleges attended by

WHS boys swimming graduates over
the last 15 years, 1993-2007?

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to Craig Esposito
and Jimmy Bender. A senior captain
on the WHS ice hockey team, Esposito
had three goals in a 9-1 victory over
SP-F in the opening round of the Cron
Tournament; Bender chipped in with
two goals and three assists.

The Devil’s Den appears every
Thursday in The Westfield Leader
during the school year. Contact us
with comments, complaints and sug-
gestions at. GO DEVILS!

Lady Blue Devils Down
Columbia Cagers, 67-56

Erin Miller pumped in 34 points,
including 18 in the fourth quarter to
push the Westfield High School girls
basketball team past Columbia, 67-
56, in Westfield on December 17.

The Blue Devils were down 44-37
entering the fourth quarter before
exploding for 30 points. Miller sank
14 of 15 from free throw line in the
quarter and hit 22-for-25 in the game.
She also had seven rebounds, seven
assists and six steals Stephanie
Slodyzcka put in 14 points and hit all
four of her free throws and Gabrielle
O’Leary had nine points (7-for-9 from
the line), three steals, three assists
and three rebounds.
Columbia 11 13 20 12 56
Westfield 13 13 11 30 67

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOOPS SISTER ACT…Raider girls basketball Co-Captains Emily
Meehan, left, and Molly Meehan flank Head Coach Bruce Davis. The
sisters and coach Davis plan to lead the Raiders to another standout
season.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious 
Wychwood section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts endless upgrades 
including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by 
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor 

laundry and 3-car garage.          Offered for $1,795,000 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

James Euwer
• Top Producer Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

James Euwer
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite James in, and he’ll bring results!

Devils of the Week
Craig Esposito,
Jimmy Bender

Ice Hockey
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BAKER, ALLEMAN, TAYLOR MAKE ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Raider Footballers Answered
Early Questions, Finished 7-4

DUGAN, WANSAW, SELERT MAKE ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Blue Devil Gridmen Stepped
Forward Again, Finished 7-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistent defensive pressure en-
abled the Westfield High School foot-
ball team to take another step for-
ward, be in contention for the confer-
ence title, win its first playoff game
since 2001 and finish with a 7-4
record.

That step began with a 27-13 vic-
tory over Linden in the season opener
but, after a 17-14 stumble against
Cranford at Gary Kehler Stadium the
following week, the Blue Devils tuned
up for a showdown with Union by
trampling Kearny, 44-7. After march-
ing over the Farmers, 16-0, they had
a gallant effort in a 20-13 loss to 6-0
Irvington.

The biggest leap, however, came at
Williams Field in Elizabeth, when
spectacular displays from the Blue

Devils’ special teams and swarming
defense, earned them a 13-7 victory
on October 19, their first victory over
Elizabeth in 23 years. The following
week, the defense accounted for two
touchdowns and kept the Malcolm X.
Shabazz Bulldogs’ offense in poor
field position most of the game en
route to a 33-7 victory.

After a stinging, 28-14 loss to rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the Blue Dev-
ils recovered to sting the Bees of
Bayonne, 21-8, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 play-
offs at Kehler Stadium on November
10, their first playoff win since a 7-0
victory over host Morristown on No-
vember 11, 2001. After falling, 31-0 to
powerful Piscataway, the Blue Devils
nipped Plainfield, 28-27, on Thanks-
giving Day.

“We went into the season with two
goals. We wanted build on last year’s
success and be in contention for a
conference title, and we wanted to win
a playoff game. We competed all year
long. I feel we accomplished it,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.
“We had some great defensive games.
Union, obviously Elizabeth, Shabazz
and Bayonne were probably our best.
Our defense was the key.”

At defensive end, John Dugan,
named First Team All-Union County

(UC), led the team in tackles with 47
and tackles for losses with 11, while
adding four sacks and two fumble
recoveries.

“Dugan, without a doubt, was our
best player this year,” said DeSarno.
“He started the season hurt. He wasn’t
100 percent until the Kearny game.
He played big in big games. Every

game plan we put in, he followed.
Great instincts!”

Linebacker TJ Mruz made 44 tack-
les, seven for losses, and had two
sacks. Linebackers Joe Vall-Llobera
(2 interceptions, 8 tackles for losses)
and Scott Newman (4 for losses, 2
fumble recoveries) each made 33 tack-
les. Tackle John DiIorio (9 for loss),
who led in sacks with five, and end
Willie Johnson (10 for loss and a
fumble recovery for a TD) each made
31 tackles. Linebacker Mike
Wikander had 27 tackles and tackle
Ryan Scanlon had 24 assisted tack-
les. Manny Mills and Chris Sheehan
each had two interceptions.

“Willie Johnson, John DiIorio
played well. Scott Newman, TJ Mruz
our inside linebackers, we really im-
proved at that position from last year.
Mike Wikander didn’t play any var-
sity last year, stepped up,” DeSarno
said. “We didn’t give up as many big

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Questions about the success of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team were answered early
when the Raiders won four of their
first five games, which included shut-
outs over Malcolm X. Shabazz,
Plainfield and Linden, and when they
went on to carry a 6-2 record into the
playoffs.

The Raiders won their first playoff
game but missed the opportunity to
play for the title at Giants Stadium
after being nipped, 16-14 by South
Plainfield. After losing to Elizabeth
on Thanksgiving Day, the Raiders
finished with a respectable 7-4 record.

“We had only three returning start-

ers so, basically, it was a rebuilding
year,” said Raider Assistant Coach
Rich McGriff. “We had 11 first-time
starters and 22 first-time letter win-
ners this year.”

A major question was the offensive
and defensive lines that had gradu-
ated the bulk of the personnel last
year. However, seniors Mike Alleman
(All-Union County First Team), Joe
Blaes and Jason Boff stepped for-
ward to soften the concern. Alleman
led the line with 52 tackles and Boff
had a 28-yard touchdown (TD) inter-
ception against Westfield.

“That was our biggest concern. The
offensive line! Alleman, Blaes and
Boff really solidified the line,”
McGriff said.

With the reliable defensive line,

senior Keith Baker (All-UC First
Team and Player of the Year) and
linebackers Tim and Marcus Green
were able to severely pressure the
quarterback and throw running backs
for big losses. Baker, who will play
for Temple University, led the team
with 107 tackles and had an intercep-
tion that set up a TD against Linden.

“He’s a true D1 player. He’s a big
guy, who runs well and has the atti-
tude,” said McGriff.

Senior Tim Green had 83 tackles
and junior Marcus Green had 71, sev-
eral solo tackles, which prevented TDs.

“Marcus, being able to work with
Keith, is a natural. He can run. He can
jump. People have seen him run kids
down. He’s a very good athlete and a

very smart kid. You can make a high-
light film with some of the big hits
that he made. I think he’s a legitimate
big time player,” said McGriff, who
added. “Boff came in and did a great
job, very unselfish player. Defen-
sively, he stepped up and played as
well as anybody. Tim Green was all
over the field. He was everywhere.”

The offense got a very pleasant
surprise with the rushing success of
junior tailback Anthony Taylor (All-
UC First Team), who was a wide
receiver last year, and devastating
lead blocking of fullback Marcus
Green that fit in just right with senior
quarterback Mike Chervenyak, who
completed 103 of 150 pass attempts
for 1,270 yards, including 12 TDs
and six interceptions. Despite being
unable to play in the sectional game

Blue Devils Get Second
In Cron Hockey Tourney

By PAUL FITZHENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the first time in school history,
the Westfield Blue Devils High School
ice hockey team reached the champi-
onship final of the George T. Cron
Hockey Tournament but had to settle
for runner-up honors after dropping a
3-0 decision to the pre-tournament
favorite Morris Knolls Golden Eagles
on December 12.

The Golden Eagles lived up to their
billing as one of the top teams in the
state with a potent combination of
speed, puck control and disciplined
defense. Tournament MVP Owen
Vrabel opened the scoring at 12:06 of
the first period and Brett Hodson
scored just 16 seconds later to give
Morris Knolls a 2-0 lead. Albert
Abunza rounded out the scoring at
6:29 of the third period.

“It took a while for us to adjust to
their speed,” said Westfield Head Coach
Dennis Doherty. “They’re a top-five
team in the state and they showed it
right from the drop of the puck.”

Despite the loss, Doherty was
pleased with his team’s defensive play
including a strong performance by
goaltender Caitlin Whitlock, who
faced 28 shots in the game.

“We did a pretty good job contain-
ing their offense and we forced them
to take most of their shots from the

perimeter,” said Doherty, who noted
that the Blue Devils gave up only four
odd-man rushes during the entire game.

Westfield completed the game with
17 shots on goal, 10 of those in the
third period when the Blue Devils
enjoyed their best scoring chances
during back-to-back powerplay op-
portunities. The senior forward line
of Jimmy Bender, Craig Esposito and
Evan Einstein narrowly missed put-
ting the Blue Devils on the scoreboard
during the man advantage.

Bender finished the tournament as
Westfield’s top scorer with eight points
on three goals and five assists. Esposito
followed with four goals and two as-
sists, while Einstein had three goals
and two assists. Throughout the three-
game tournament, the Blue Devils
outscored their opponents, 16-3.

Westfield opened its regular sea-
son schedule this week with back-to-
back games against cross-town rivals
Cranford Cougars on Monday and
Wednesday at Warinanco Ice Skating
Center. On Monday, the Cougars
trailed 2-0 but scored five straight
goals to hang on to a 5-4 win. Last
season, Westfield swept the Cougars
in their two-game series that is tradi-
tionally one of the highlights of the
Westfield high school sports season.

“Now the season really begins,”
said Doherty.

High School Football
All-Group, All-UC:

All Group 3 & 4:
Westfield (W), Sc. Pl.-Fanwood (S)
1st Team (Defense): Keith Baker (S)
2nd Team (Defense): John Dugan (W)
3rd Team (Defense): Dan Selert (W),
Marcus Green (S)
2nd Team (Offense): Tommy Wansaw
(W), Anthony Taylor (S)
3rd Team (Offense) Mike Alleman (S)

All Union County:
1st Team (D): Dugan (W), Selert (W)
2nd Team: M. Green (S)
3rd Team: Tim Green (S), Scott
Newman (W)
1st Team (O): Wansaw (W), Baker (S),
Taylor (S)
2nd Team: Mike Chervenyak (S), Chris
Sheehan (W)
3rd Team: Tony DiIorio (W), Ricardo
Johnson (W), J.J. D’Agostaro (S)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin (October 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOLID ON DEFENSE…Free safety Charlie Read, No. 25, was part of a highly
improved secondary for the Blue Devils this season.

David B. Corbin (September 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UC PLAYER OF THE YEAR…Raider Keith Baker, No. 44, was named The Star-
Ledger Union County Player of the Year.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

FANWOOD OLD WORLD CHARM $389,000
This delightful Cape style home boasts classic old world charm combined with tasteful
upgrades and amenities.  Set in a picturesque location of winding tree-lined streets, yet moments
from shops, schools, recreation & NY transportation.  (052111298)

CRANFORD EXCLUSIVE LISTING $409,000

WESTFIELD EXPANDED CUSTOM CAPE $549,900WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,800,000WESTFIELD MULTI-FAMILY $549,900

One Floor living on quiet Cranford street.  3 Br, 2 Bath, Ranch with a FDR, newer very large
EIK with a bright eating area and breakfast bar.  Large walk-up attic, could be finished as a
fourth bedroom/family room and large, unfinished basement.  Just blocks to NY trains and
buses.  (052111749)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Rare Opportunity to have the house of your dreams built the way you want in a spectacular
Westfield neighborhood.  This Franklin School district property will boast at least 4 bedrooms
and 4 full and 2 half baths.  Unsurpassed generations of quality building will help guide you
to your dream home.  Call today for more information about this tremendous opportunity
(908-591-6283).  (052111044)

Large two family, five bedroom home located close to NYC bus and train.  Great investment
for rental market or conversion back to a large one family residence.  Deep 157’ lot with big
2-car garage & additional parking.  Presently owner occupied.  (052111552)

WESTFIELD EXCLUSIVE LISTING $669,000
Picture perfect 3 BR, 2 Bath Colonial in the Wilson School District.  Tastefully updated with
a granite kitchen, stainless steel appliances and updated kitchen and baths.  Gleaming
hardwood floors, crown molding and a 2-tiered deck overlooking a professionally landscaped
yard.  (052111748)

This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to Tamaques
Park.  Its many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room, living room, with
wood-burning fireplace, large updated kitchen, finished family room in basement & beautiful
deck overlooking private backyard.  (052111557)
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Blue Devil Gridmen Stepped
Forward Again, Finished 7-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

David Brearley Bears Remain the Team to Beat for Union County Wrestling Dominance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

The Pioneers return a county champ
and two Region 3 qualifiers, one who
went to AC but the remainder of the

team is quite
young.

“Strange team
this year – seven
seniors, zero jun-
iors, two-thirds
are sophomores
and freshmen. A
lot of success and
failures lies with
how the (four)
freshmen in the
lineup will do. We
could be better
than I think we
are going to be,”
guessed Head
Coach Gary
Bremer.

Peter Terrezza (sr. – 112): Won
the UCT, placed second in Region 3
and finished 31-7

Wade Baldwin (sr. – 130): Placed
second in UCT, Region 3 qualifier
and finished 28-11.

Keep an eye on:
Matt Serillo (jr – 160)
Tim Terrezza (fr – 103)

ROSELLE PARK PANTHERS:
The perennially powerful Panthers

return six Region 3 qualifiers and
have 35 matmen on the roster.

“We should be competitive with a
nice balance of seniors and underclass-
men. They had a very nice off-season
and, starting this season, they did a nice
job preparing up to this point,” said
Panther Head Coach John Ranieri.

Anthony Casselli (jr. – 112): Sec-
ond in UCT, Region 3 qualifier at
103-lbs and finished 28-10

Craig Montgomery (sr. – 119):
Second in UCT,
Region 3 quali-
fier at 112-lbs and
finished 30-8

Joe Pisauro
(sr. – 125): Re-
gion 3 qualifier
and finished 22-
14

Russell Benner (so. – 130): Re-
gion 3 qualifier and finished 22-13

Jorge Branco (sr. – 140): UCT
champ at 140, third in Region 3 at

145, AC qualifier
and finished at
33-6

Mike Lefano
(sr. – 215, Hwt):
UCT Hwt champ,
Region 3 quali-
fier at 215 and fin-
ished 30-8

Dennis Carroll (so – 135)
GL HIGHLANDERS:

The Highlanders return only one
senior, Matt
Fullowan who
won the UCT and
qualified for AC
at 171, but all the
weight classes
should be occu-
pied with an even
mix of juniors,
sophomores and

freshmen. Junior Matt Tansey, a 260-
lb, 6’5” heavyweight has improved

vastly and junior 189-pounder John
Manganiello has shown improvement.

“Matt (Fullowan) hopes to get
through the re-
gion once again
and qualify for
Atlantic City,”
said Head Coach
Rick Iocono.
“One or two
freshman, [Mike
Stepien (103) and
Pat Eichner

(130)], will surprise some people.”
Matt Fullowan (sr. – 171): UCT

champ, second in Region 3, AC quali-
fier and finished 30-4

Watch out for:
Matt Tansey (jr – Hwt) and John

Manganiello (jr – 189):
SPF RAIDERS:

The Raiders won the District 11
crown and lost to Warren Hills, 33-
29, in the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 finals, finished 20-5 last

year and return
six Region 3
qualifiers. Senior
Keith Baker
(215-lbs), who
received a foot-
ball scholarship
to Temple, opted
not to compete

this season so there may be a vacancy
at that weight class.

The Raiders have 35 to 37 wres-
tlers in the room and have bolstered
their schedule. This season there will
be no letup in the schedule, in fact it
will be even more competitive. The
Raiders had added Randolph, Perth
Amboy and J.P. Stevens.

“We were 20-5 last year. I would
love to get over 20. With those teams
on our schedule, it’s going to help us
with power points and get our kids
ready for the tournaments,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz, the
2007 District 11 Coach of the Year.

Tristan Bundy (so. – 112/119):
Second in district, Region 3 qualifier
at 112-lbs and finished 21-13

Mike Ferrara (jr. – 140): Second
in district, Region 3 qualifier at 130-
lbs and finished 19-14

Mike Ridge (so. – 145): Second in
district, Region 3 qualifier at 140-lbs
and finished 13-9

Trevor Cannon (sr. – 152): Dis-
trict champ, third in UC at 152-lbs
and finished 24-11

Billy Jacobs (sr. – 189): Second in
district, Region 3 qualifier and fin-
ished 16-9

Joe Blaes (sr. – Hwt): District
champ and finished 11-11

RAHWAY INDIANS:
The Indians re-

turn five Region
3 qualifiers, in-
cluding a district
champ, and have
40 on the roster
but the real situa-
tion is “rebuild-
ing”.

“It’s a rebuild-
ing year. We have a good spattering of

kids at different
grade levels and
abilities,” said
Head Coach Fred
Stueber. “They
are working real
hard and we have
a little bit of tal-
ent in a couple of
weight classes.”

Nathaniel St. Elme (sr. – 119):
District champ at 103, finished 22-12

Octavio Bent (jr. – 140): Second
in district at 135, Region 3 qualifier
and finished 17-14

Aaron Hurtault (sr. – 152): Third
in district, Region 3 qualifier and
finished 11-13

Andre Hunt (jr. – Hwt): Second
in district, Region 3 qualifier and
finished 11-16. Now, weighing in the
area of 280 pounds, he should be
difficult to handle.

ALJ CRUSADERS:
Under first-year Head Coach Eric

Swick, a Roselle Park standout, and
Assistant Coach Rick Ortega, a Gov-
ernor Livingston standout, the Cru-
saders have a very young squad of 23
wrestlers, who will also look for lead-
ership from senior Tony Sansone and
junior Chris Roberts.

“More than half are sophomores

and freshmen.
It’s really about
getting them into
a new system, a
system based
more on what I
learned in col-
lege. It is going
to take some
practice but as the

season plays out, we are going to see
some vast im-
provement. It’s
going to be an ex-
perience,” said
coach Swick.

Chris Roberts
(jr. – 103): Third
in UCT, Region 3
qualifier and fin-
ished 22-8

Tony Sansone (sr – 152-lbs):
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:
The Blue Devils finished with a 10-

10 record last year despite ceding
four to five bouts in nearly every
match. The Blue Devils, with a roster
of 26 to 29, are a junior dominated
team headed by District 11 champion

junior John
Barnes and se-
nior Matt Shaffer.
They will be ced-
ing 103 and, per-
haps, three of the
upper weights but
a few of those
heavier weights

may be filled in January.
“My expectation is that we put our-

selves in a good position to qualify
for the sectionals next year,” said
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “We just
want to keep getting better. This is a

junior dominated group so we are
building for the
future.”

F r e s h m a n
Christian Barber
could add some
strength at 119-
lbs.

John Barnes
(jr. – 125): Dis-

trict champ at 119-lbs, placed third in
UCT and finished 26-9

Matt Shaffer (sr. – 140): Injured
last half of season.

Sam Reichbach (jr. – 135): Fin-
ished 16-16 at 140-lbs but ready to
turn the corner

Andy Castrorao (sr. – 152): Placed
second in district at 152 and finished
23-14

Later in Season:
Joe Kania (jr. – Hwt) Transfer

from Bergen Catholic. Eligibility
begins in January.

UNION FARMERS:
The Farmers will be able to fill

every weight
class, with the ex-
ception of 103-
lbs at this point.
Their most no-
table wrestler is
senior Calvin
LeMatty, who
placed second in
the UCT and fin-

ished 26-10 at 119-lbs.
Calvin LeMatty (sr – 125): Sec-

ond in UCT, Region qualifier and
finished 26-10 at 119-lbs.

Look out for:
Christian Alvarez (jr – 130)
Vinny Kowalski (sr – 189)

Fred Lecomte contributed to article.

Andy Castrorao (152)
Westfield Blue Devils

Mike Ridge (145)
SPF Raiders

Joe Blaes (Hwt)
SPF Raiders

Tristan Bundy (112)
(119) SPF Raiders

Mike Lefano (215)
RP Panthers

Russ Benner (130)
RP Panthers

Hany Elsheikh (189)
Brearley Bears

Matt Fullowan (171)
GL Highlanders

Nate StElme (119)
Rahway Indians

Kevin Aldredge
(189) Cougars

Andre Hunt(Hwt)
Rahway Indians

Dennis Carroll (135)
RP Panthers

Anthony Casselli
(112) RP Panthers

John Manganiello
(189) Highlanders

Matt Tansey (Hwt)
GL Highlanders

Octavio Bent (140)
Rahway Indians

Aaron Hurtault (152)
Rahway Indians

Chris Roberts (125)
ALJ Crusaders

Tony Sansone (152)
ALJ Crusaders

Billy Jacobs (189)
SPF Raiders

Sam Reichbach (135)
Westfield Blue Devils

Matt Shaffer (140)
Westfield Blue Devils

Mike Ferrara (140)
SPF Raiders

Wade Baldwin (130)
New Prov. Pioneers

Matt Serillo (160)
New Prov. Pioneers

Calvin LeMatty (125)
Union Farmers
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times

December 16, 2000: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team with first-year Head
Coach Dan Doherty won the season
opener with a 64-47 victory over
Hillsborough. Senior 6’9” center

Andrew Feeley was the king of the
court with 19 points, 16 rebounds and
four blocked shots.

December 3, 1999: Bolstered by
the return of senior Abby Coxson to
and already loaded lineup, the
Westfield High School girls swim
team kicked off what should be an
outstanding season with a 108-62 rout
of a Bridgewater-Raritan team that
has been one of the state’s premier
programs in the 1990s. Senior Jesse
Coxson won the 500-freestyle and
swam on two winning freestyle re-
lays. Junior Ashley Saul won the
200IM and the 100-butterfly. Abby
Coxson won the 50-freestyle.

December 22, 2000: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team employed its one-
two punch of junior center Erin
Gillooly and sophomore forward
Lindsay Pennella to subdue the
Watchung Hills Warriors, 52-34 in
Scotch Plains. Gillooly finished with
16 points and Pennella had 14 points.

December 3, 1999: The No. 6-
ranked Westfield High School boys
swim team edged the No. 2-ranked
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 88-82,
at Wallace Pool in Westfield. Fresh-
man Zach Coppa won the 50-freestyle
but the Blue Devils’ team depth proved
to be the deciding factor.

December 2000: Blue Devil Alexis
Anzelone was named to the First Team
All-Group 4 in girls cross-country.
Anzelone, who was selected Union
County Runner of the Year, led the
team to another undefeated season –
extending the streak to 68 – and a
ninth-place ranking in the state.

November 2000: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team outscored opponents, 65-
8, and finished with a 22-2-2 record
which was highlighted by a 0-0 tie
with No 1 ranked St. Benedict’s Prep.
For the seventh time, Breznitsky’s
Raiders won the Union County title
with a 2-0 victory over A. L. Johnson.
Senior goalkeeper Brad Lowyns broke
two SPF records with 43 career shut-
outs and 19 for the season. Senior
Mike Zotti led the team with 25 goals
and 13 assists. His 60 career goals
placed him second on the SPF all-
time list behind Leno DiCuollo (1984-
87) who had 105.

plays this year and the ones that we
did, the game was over (regular sea-
son). You take away those three or
four big plays, most teams had nega-
tive yardage.”

Senior cornerback Danny Selert
(First Team All-UC) led the team
with five interceptions but he also
knocked down five passes, caused
three fumbles and recovered one.

“We really didn’t know what to
expect. He didn’t letter as a junior.
We put him there and we never took
him out. He kept getting better and
better,” Desarno said of Selert.
“Manny Mills and Ricardo Johnson
at corners and Charlie Read was solid
at free safety.”

Led by tackle Tommy Wansaw
(First Team All-UC), the offense had
a place to run and junior tailback
Ricardo Johnson, who had a 75-yard
kickoff return for a touchdown (TD),
sped 742 yards and had eight TDs.
Junior quarterback Tony DiIorio (379
yards rushing, 7 TDs) completed 73
of 144 passes for 805 yards and eight
TDs. Senior Malcolm Allen had 369
rushing yards and four TDs. Senior
fullback Ryan Brand (13 receptions,
126 yards, 1 TD) rushed 121 yards.

Vall-Llobera had nine receptions
for 100 yards, including a TD, and
Jihad Billups had seven receptions
for 102 yards. Place kicker Mike Clark
kicked a field goal and 24 points after
TD, and as the punter, Vall-Llobera
was quite effective.

“He did a great job of position
punting. I think he ended up with nine
punts inside the 20 and Michael Clark
was good with extra points and kick-
offs. Those two stepped up for us,”
said DeSarno,

Wide receiver Sheehan, who set a
school record with 30 receptions, to-
taled 352 yards and galloped for six
TDs.

“He’s a tremendous athlete. He’s
involved in sports all year long. He
wants to get better. If he gets a little
bit faster next year and keeps his
physical nature, he will be a horse,”
DeSarno said of Sheehan. “A lot of
our skill kids are coming back and the
kids who are replacing the seniors
look pretty good. I think we have
some good sophomore receivers,
Hugo Nolasco and Pat Gray, who are
going to step in and help us but you
can have all the backs in the world but
we got to replace a lot of linemen.”

Raider Footballers Answered
Early Questions, Finished 7-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

against South Plainfield and against
Elizabeth, Taylor rushed for 1,308
yards and 15 TDs.

“We were happy with the outcome
and we got better game-by-game.
Anthony! We thought this kid was a
tailback. It’s unfortunate that he got
injured. Maybe we would have made
the trip to Giants Stadium. We run the
‘I’ (formation). We are going where
Marcus is going. People knew that
Marcus was leading the way but they
couldn’t stop him because Marcus
was laying people out,” said McGriff.
“Mike had a great year, threw over
1,000 yards and rushed over 200 for
us.”

Marcus Green finished with 406
yards rushing, with two TDs, and had
25 receptions for 263 yards and two
TDs. Tailback Kameron Williams had
102 yards rushing and a TD, and also
had an 88-yard kickoff return for a
TD against Westfield. Tailback Andy

Brockel had 192 rushing yards and
two TDs. Wide receivers, JJ
D’Agostaro had 23 receptions for 466
yards, including three TDs, and Kyle
Mihansky had 14 receptions for 133
yards and one TD. As tight end, Baker
had 17 receptions for 165 yards and
four TDs, and Tim Green had 10
receptions for 105 yards. Place kicker
John Domanski hit two of three field
goals and 21 of 28 points after.

Kenny Azard led the defense with
five interceptions, Mihansky had
three, Shariff Scott made two and
Mike Ferrara had one.

Looking to next year, McGriff said,
“Our line was a concern this year and
we had guys step in. We have Ryan
Brown, Mark Renfree and some jun-
iors who got some playing time. We
have some big sophomores. I think
will be able to move some guys
around. You think the line first, then
you work your way out from there.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COACHES ALL-AMERICANS…Raider goalie Jackie Law, left, was selected
All-America in girls soccer by the National Coaches Association and teammate
Bridget Cornwell was named an East Region All-American.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Picturesque Tudor on winding Westfield street in coveted location close to award winning schools, downtown
and New York City transportation. Loaded with charm, this home boasts a welcoming front porch, deep
mouldings, beautiful leaded glass, hardwood floors with inlaid borders and more! The floor plan is composed
of spacious rooms punctuated with cozy nooks & crannies, and offers a large living room with woodburning
fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with separate breakfast room, sunny family room with built-in bookcase,
four bedrooms including third floor master suite, and basement study. This lovingly maintained home filled
with enchanting detail awaits a proud new owner! Offered for $725,000.  WSF0831

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt
• Top Sales Month of December
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kerry McDevitt
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kerry in, and he’ll bring results!
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CLASSIFIEDS

OFF TO A GREAT START…The sixth-grade Westfield Wildcat Travel basket-
ball team won all four games to win the HoopGroup Turkey Tip-off Tournament
held in Pottstown, Pa. over Thanksgiving weekend. The team also won the IHM
Jim Burke Memorial Tip Off Classic tournament on December 3. The team is
coached by Rick Elliott, Tom Decker and Bill Kane. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row ; Sanjay Sujanthakumar, Marc Luino, Evan Garfinkle, Chris Callahan,
Eric Shor, Patrick Decker and Matt Storcks; second row, Matt Smoot, Bryon
Lessnor, Dylan Elliott, David Kane and Michael Androconis.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Basement Waterproofing

And Masonry

Guaranteed Dry Basement

All Structural Repairs On Foundations & Floors

Exterior Drainage

1-800-334-1822

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Reliable, competent, trust worthy
male home health aide with great
references including doctors.
Please Call (908) 656-1602.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOME FOR SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS. Just Listed!
New Colonial! Quality, detail,
spacious, great flow!
4 BRs, 2.1 baths. $847,000.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

HOUSE FOR SALE

Westfield - Golf Course View
4 bdrm, 3.5 bth. Huge lot.

Gem in Wychwood. $1.35m
(908) 264-9343

MEDICAL OFFICE HELP

Part/Full time positions for
Westfield MD starting immedi-
ately. Insurance claim processing
and coding knowledge necessary.
Experience and computer knowl-
edge a must. Salary and benefits
commensurate with experience.

Reply by e-mail to:
westfieldmd@yahoo.com

PORTUGUESE HOUSE CLEANER

Clean your house, office.
Reliable, Responsible.

References.
Please call: (973) 589-5813

or (201) 246-8097

PT PHARMACIST

PT Pharmacist for Summit Oaks
in Summit, NJ to cover Sat & Sun
9am-11am. Hosp exp required.

Forward resume to
spuckett@cpspharm.net
fax (901) 328-2566 EOE

SERVICE TECH
MAINTENANCE

MECHANIC
People. Equipment. Solutions.
That’s what it’s all about at
BakerCorp and it’s why we’re
one of the leading industrial/
environmental service
companies. We’re growing and
now is the time to join us in
South Plainfield.

Troubleshoot pumps for
repairs, delivery and set-up
Requires mechanical
experience with small diesel
engines
Must have a valid Class B
license and a clean driving
record
Paid training provided

Top wages and great benefits -
medical/dental/life insurance,
profit sharing, 401(k). Apply today!

2000 Roosevelt Ave
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Fax: (908) 226-1929
Attn: Branch Mgr

Bill Lapinski
EOE, M/F/D/V

•

•

•

•

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp. For each client you
give me, 1 extra job free.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

WESTFIELD HOUSE FOR RENT

NO REALTOR FEES!!
Quiet street near park, Washing-
ton School & transportation.
3/4 Bdrm, 2 Bath, appliances
included. No smoking $2,400/mo
+ Utilities. (908) 654-5207

HOLIDAY EMPLOYMENT

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
 seeks sales clerks and

food prep people. Flex. hrs.
Ask for Mgr. (908) 755-3524

EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE

Experienced, 5yrs. plus in
Westfield area, 35 yr. old female,
seeking part-time work.
Responsible, Reliable, Fun,
Nurturing - Need to get out for
holiday season? DON’T
HESITATE, call today!

(908) 499-1814

CHILD CARE NEEDED

Child care in my Westfield home.
2 children, weekday afternoons,
15 hours per week,  flexible hours.
Must have references.
Call Karen (732) 528-2627

ACCOUNTANT

Westfield accounting firm has
immediate opening for part-time
accountant. Seeking indvl
experienced in indvl tax return
preparation. Knowledge w/
Lacerte & Excel a plus. Ability to
work independently and
communicate well with others. Min
of 1yrs exp w/CPA firm.
Email resume & sal req to
a n s w e r p e r s o n @ a o l . c o m

MATTRESS SET

Double sided pillow top,
new plastic w/warranty.
Queen $165 King $250

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

HB, dresser & mirror
and 2 nite stands.

Value $1000 sacrifice $475.
Call (732) 259-6690

Call  

Judy 

Bell!! 

Judy Bell  
Broker Associate 

908-518-5443 direct 
908-358-8316 cell 

Northside-Cranford          $919,000 
11Rooms! 5 BRS, LR, FDR,  
FR w/ FP Plus grade level office & en-
closed porch. 

Northside Cranford         $689,000 
Charm galore. Colonial w/best views. 2 
enc. porches. LR w/FP. F DR. East-in-kit. 
1st floor, great room. 3 full BTHS.  

Sprawling Ranch              $675,000 
Acre lovers! LR w/ FP. Updated Eat-in-
kitchen. FR w/FP, enclosed porch & huge 
fin. Basement. 

Need more 

room to  

entertain? 

Northside Colonial            $529,000 
Close to Franklin School w/ 19’x14’ first 
floor. Great room. Formal DR, LR w/ 
fireplace, 2 BTHS & enclosed porch! 

TOWN OF WESTFIELD 

2008 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE 

BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYCLING 

    

 WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4 

 (Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

     

January 14,28 1*,15,29 2,16,30 3,17,31 

February 11,25 12,26 13,27 14,28 

March 10,24 11,25 12,26 13,27 

April 7,21 8,22 9,23 10,24 

May 5,19 6,20 7,21 8,22 

June 2,16,30 3,17 4,18 5,19 

July 14,28 1,15,29 2,16,30 3,17,31 

August 11,25 12,26 13,27 14,28 

September 8,22 9,23 10,24 11,25 

October 6,20 7,21 8,22 9,23 

November 3,17 4,18 5,19 6,20 

December 1,15,29 2,16,30 3,17,31 4,18 

 

* January 1st is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 2 will be on Friday, January 4th
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 and 1/2 popcorns

It’s one thing to have a great idea
for a movie. It’s quite another when
the stars miraculously align, and the
concept reaches full, magnificent frui-
tion. But that’s just what happens in
Kevin Lima’s charming interpreta-
tion of writer Bill Kelly’s “En-
chanted.” Both a clever deconstruction
and loving homage, it veritably cel-
ebrates the fairy tale.

Mixing the real world with the
fantastical, the combination of live
action and animation to represent
those respective states has rarely
worked better. Just as with science
fiction, if the chimera is to be con-
vincing, then the outlandish element
must remain consistent. That the
premise here never derails is practi-
cally a dramatic phenomenon unto
itself.

With help from a game cast that finds
just the right groove, the fable comes to
life, literally. Of course, a fair maiden
sought by a handsome prince is at the
story’s heart. And in keeping with the
rules specified in Fairy Tales 101, an
evil queen is hell-bent on deterring
Cupid’s arrows. She is Narissa (Susan
Sarandon), Prince Edward’s step-
mother.

But we have to thank the nasty lass.
It’s her meddling incantations that cause
the comely, cartoon Giselle (Amy
Adams) to jet down a well in Andalasia
and subsequently make a surprise exit
from a manhole in midtown Manhat-
tan. She arrives quite human and
adorned in wedding dress. We get a
laugh. The Con Ed guys are unfazed.

She announces that she’s waiting for
her prince. A dapper, commiserating
New Yorker offers a knowing look. But
the overdressed Giselle is soon lost in
the shuffle of Gotham’s 8 million sto-
ries. So she traipses in search of her true
love, taking it all in like a tourist from
West Mineral, Kansas. However, night
must fall, and even princesses tire.

Enters stage right, divorce lawyer
Robert Philip (Patrick Dempsey), on
first blush hardly the knight-in-shin-
ing-armor type. In fact, if asked to spout
his views on romance, the single father
of sweet little Morgan (Rachel Covey)
is quick to spout cynical. All the same,
when he spots our damsel in distress,
we’ve a suspicion that’s all about to
change.

Amy Adams is perfectly winsome as
the hopeful stranger in a strange land.
Managing to remain wonderfully guile-
less and quixotic despite all that befalls
her, it’s no wonder Robert starts emot-
ing out of character. Not that anything
can come of it, mind you. After all, he’s
found the perfectly passionless accom-
modation with Nancy (Idina Menzel).

Nonetheless, Amy Adams’s Gisele
soon proves Cinderella has nothing on

Enchanted:
Keeping the Fantasy Real

her. In appreciation of being offered
shelter for the night, she summons the
city’s rats and pigeons to clean up
Robert’s apartment. And before long,
she makes the usual, epiphanic discov-
eries. Her paean to the bathroom shower
renews your respect for indoor plumb-
ing.

She is a junior addition to that dreamy
collection of feminine film ideals…the
male fantasy extraordinaire so superbly
evinced by Ava Gardner’s title charac-
ter in One Touch of Venus (1948); or
Ann Blyth’s beauty in Mr. Peabody’s
Mermaid (1948). She is otherworldly
yet accessible, her devotion uncontest-
able and without agenda.

But there’s a small fly in the ointment
here, and frankly it has us a little wor-
ried. For quicker than you can say
abracadabra, devoted Prince Edward
(James Marsden) has successfully
trailed our lady fair to New York. And
that posits the romantic speculation:
Can Giselle switch her affections to our
guy and still be the perfect love?

No hurry now, though. While you’d
think the long trip from Andalasia would
be the toughest part of his passage, a
joust with a bus and other altercations
temporarily slow the swain.

Meanwhile, Narissa’s stooge and
henchman, Nathaniel (Timothy Spall),
is hot on the heels of these sojourners,
a poison apple in his possession in-
tended for Giselle. Yipes!

The wonderful thing is that we’re
genuinely convinced and concerned.
The seamless metamorphosis from car-
toon to live action proves just the rein-
vigoration necessary for those who may
have stopped believing in fairy tales.
Still, though the writing is quite witty,
fuller subtexts may have expanded
Enchanted’s entertainment quotient.

Mr. Spall’s rotund flunky, while goofy
enough to please the younger set, could
have handled a bit more comic respon-
sibility. The same goes for Pip, the
chipmunk who distraughtly finds his
live action equivalent can’t speak hu-
man, at least not immediately. And
while Susan Sarandon does the evil
queen justice, we’d like more from her,
too.

Said tweaks might have added
touches of screwball comedy to the
disarming fairy tale. Otherwise, already
playing on so many levels, this is cross-
over cinema par excellence. Making it
no sacrificial chore for Grandma to
escort Bradley and Brittany to the Bijou,
Enchanted has us thinking in terms of
happily ever after…at least for 107
minutes.

* * *
Enchanted, a Walt Disney Pictures

release directed by Kevin Lima, stars
Amy Adams, Patrick Dempsey and
James Marsden. Running time: 107
minutes.

11 Artists Address
Perceptions of Distance

SUMMIT – The First Look 2008
Emerging Artists Series at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey (VACNJ)
will introduce the work of under-
recognized artists who work in a va-
riety of media and represent a range
of artistic concepts and philosophies.

Eleven emerging artists from
throughout the metropolitan area,
working in different mediums, ex-
plore the concept and facets of dis-
tance through different approaches.
The exhibition will be on display
from through January 25, 2008.

This exhibition brings together nine
visual artists and, for the opening
night, two performance artists whose
selected works explore the meanings
of distance with different approaches.

The works examine aspects of site
and geography, memories, travel, mi-
gration, displacement, language and
its meanings.

The exhibition aims to reveal ele-
ments of the intangible experiences

of distance. Some works are site-
specific and respond directly to the
VACNJ and its conditions, and others
bring experiences of elsewhere to the
center. Through a variety of medi-
ums, the artists invite the viewer to
engage with their works, ultimately
examining how we locate ourselves.

“By creating intentional points of
observation along the wandering
course in between to and from, the
position of the works will allow the
viewer to have both sensory and meta-
phorical experiences, addressing both
the physical and mental conditions of
distance,” curator Veronica Mijelshon
said.

Curated by Eleanor Eichenbaum
and Veronica Mijelshon, the exhibi-
tion will showcase the recent works
of Nayda Collazo-Llorens, Rachael
Faillace, Richard Garrison, Heather
Johnson, Caitlin Masley, Amanda
Mathis, Sreshta Premnath, Daniel
Seiple, Letha Wilson and Michele
Beck and Jorge Calvo.

For more information, visit
artcenternj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-27297-07
FILE NO. 10119-07

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
INDUSTRY MORTGAGE CO.,
L.P.; IMC MORTGAGE COM-
PANY, AKA INDUSTRY
MORTGAGE COMPANY, L.P.
DBA IMCC FINANCIAL AND
DBA IMCC FINANCIAL INC.
AND DBA AMERICAN MORT-
GAGE REDUCTION; LLOYD
DOAMAN;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which TRISTATE REALTY, LLC is
the plaintiff and SAHADEO DOOKIE, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-27297-07 within thirty-five
(35) days after December 20, 2007 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 04-00242,
recorded on 06/21/2005, made by ROB-
ERT A. MACK, Collector of Taxes of ELIZA-
BETH, and State of New Jersey to
TRISTATE REALTY, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, TRISTATE
REALTY, LLC. This covers real estate
located in ELIZABETH, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
1398 BLOCK 9 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of ELIZABETH. and concerns premises
commonly known as 1089 WILLIAM
STREET, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.

YOU, INDUSTRY MORTGAGE CO.,
L.P. AND IMC MORTGAGE COMPANY,
AKA INDUSTRY MORTGAGE COM-
PANY, L.P. DBA IMCC FINANCIAL AND
DBA IMCC FINANCIAL INC. AND DBA
AMERICAN MORTGAGE REDUCTION,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on March 25,
1997, Sahadeo Dookie and Mary Dookie,
executed a mortgage to Coastal Capital
Corp. in the amount of $121,100.00, which
mortgage was recorded on April 9, 1997 in
the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Of-
fice in Mortgage Book 6218 at page 0161.
Said mortgage is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

On April 22, 1997 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Industry
Mortgage Co., L.P.  by way of Assignment
of Mortgage of that date, which Assign-
ment of Mortgage was recorded in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office
on September 18, 1997 in Book 0993 of
Assignment of Mortgages at page 0231.

On October 22, 1998, Coastal Capital
Corp. assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to IMC Mort-
gage Company, AKA Industry Mortgage
Company, L.P. DBA IMCC Financial and
DBA IMCC Financial Inc. and DBA Ameri-
can Mortgage Reduction by way of As-
signment of Mortgage of that date, which
Assignment of Mortgage was recorded in
the UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Of-
fice on April 26, 1999 in Book 1088 of
Assignment of Mortgages at page 0099.

By virtue of the foregoing break in the
chain of assignments Plaintiff hereby joins
Industry Mortgage Co., L.P. and IMC Mort-
gage Company, AKA Industry Mortgage
Company, L.P. DBA IMCC Financial and
DBA IMCC Financial Inc. and DBA Ameri-
can Mortgage Reduction both for possible
interest in the subject premises.

YOU, LLOYD DOAMAN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on May 10, 2001, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Essex County, by Lloyd Doaman
against Mary Dookie and Sahadeo Dookie
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$10,000.00. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. J-082193-2001. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
DATED:  December 14, 2007

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 12/20/07, The Leader Fee: $108.63

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-12-192

CONTRACTOR: Brinkerhoff Environ-
mental Services, Inc; 1913 Atlantic Av-
enue, Suite R5, Manasquan, New Jersey
08736

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmen-
tal Engineer

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 07-23-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 280-66 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD CONCERNING
TRAFFIC CONTROL SIG-
NALS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 11, 2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 07-24-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
VARIOUS SECTIONS OF
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO MODIFY AND
REORGANIZE TO DISTIN-
GUISH BETWEEN ZONING
AND DESIGN REGULATIONS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 11, 2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 07-25-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 118-4 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
TO INCREASE DOG LICENSE
FEES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 11, 2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on December 6, 2007, the following
decisions of the Board were memorial-
ized:

Approved, a side-yard Variance for
Gregory Collantes, 7 Fairway Court, Block
13301, Lot 12, to allow the replacement of
an existing shed.

Denied without prejudice, a Use Vari-
ance and Site Plan for Omni-Point Com-
munications, Inc.-T. Mobile, 1155
Roosevelt Avenue, Block 8601, Lot 14 for
construction of a cell tower.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Repair North, Sub Region N-3, Contract No. N303,
Routes 82 and 124, Union County; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 07459

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/20/07, 12/27/07 and 1/3/08, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

December 14, 2007

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

That Always Home Drop In Daycare
Center has made application to the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield seek-
ing a variance from the municipal sign
ordinances and permitting it to retain more
than one wall sign at its retail establish-
ment. The property involved in this appli-
cation is commonly known as 509 Central
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey and is
further identified as Block 3205, Lot 5 on
the official tax maps of the Town of
Westfield.  The property is located in the
GB-1 zone district.

The application includes a request for
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance, as follows:

1. Signs For Non-Residential Uses on
The Ground Floor. § 16.04(E)(1) permits
one sign at the main public entrance on the
wall or on an awning which sign shall not
exceed the height of the first floor or twelve
(12) feet,  whichever is greater, and which
sign shall have a horizontal dimension not
exceeding twenty (20) feet, or seventy five
(75) percent of the width of the building
and a vertical dimension not exceeding
two and one-half (2 1/2) feet. The appli-
cant is seeking a variance to permit it to
have a wall sign having a dimension of
8.07 inches by 141.91 inches and some
variation of painted windows and door.

The applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearing. A public
hearing will be conducted on January 9,
2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Meeting
Room of the Town Hall, located at 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
to consider the matter at which time any
interested party may appear and partici-
pate in accordance with the rules of the
Board. If the matter is not concluded on
that date, additional public hearing dates
may be ordered and scheduled.  This
notice is sent to you on behalf of the
applicant by order of the Board.

Information, maps, plans and the appli-
cation are available for your inspection in
the Public Works Building, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be reviewed Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey  07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant,
Always Home Drop In Daycare Center

1 T - 12/20/07, The Leader Fee: $55.08

SP-F Students Named
To Bye Bye Birdie Cast
EDISON – At the Wardlaw-

Hartridge School in Edison, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood eighth graders
have been named to the cast of the
spring musical Bye Bye Birdie, which
will be staged from March 6 to 8.

Billy Buchbinder of Scotch Plains
will portray Mr. Johnson and will
sing in the musical’s teen chorus.
Billy is the son of Howard Buchbinder
and Mary Flanagan.

Brian Downing of Scotch Plains
will play Maude. He is the son of
Jeffrey and Julie Downing.

Both Catherine Badalamenti, a
Scotch Plains resident, and Lauren
Levine of Fanwood will sing in the
teen chorus. Catherine is the daugh-
ter of Salvatore and Jean Badalamenti.
Lauren is the daughter of Robert and
Nancy Levine.

HEY HEY, BYE BYE BYE...Scotch
Plains and Fanwood eighth graders at
the Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
have been named to the cast of the school’s
spring musical Bye Bye Birdie. From top
left to right, clockwise, are Catherine
Badalamenti, Billy Buchbinder, Lauren
Levine and Brian Downing.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
JANUARY 3, 2008 at 7:30 pm, in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeal:

Michael Tatsch, for a Use Variance to
utilize the dwelling at 233 Union Avenue,
Block 1903, Lot 22, as a Bed and Break-
fast.  Permission, if granted, is pursuant to
Section 23-3.8, whereby a Bed and Break-
fast is prohibited in the R-3A Zone.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/20/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

Phantom Star to Join
Symphony’s Celebration

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) again presents
its New Year’s Eve musical celebration
on Monday, December 31, at 7 p.m.

This year’s performance, “Hats Off
to Old Broadway,” stars Nat Chandler,
fresh from his Broadway success in the
swashbuckling title role of Sir Percival
Blakeney in the Tony Award-nominated
musical The Scarlet Pimpernel.

Mr. Chandler also starred as Raoul in
The Phantom of the Opera, directed by
Hal Prince, and toured with Sarah
Brightman in The Music of Andrew
Lloyd Webber. Recent national tours
include the roles of Lancelot in Camelot
and Gaston in Beauty and the Beast.

Other Broadway veterans and oper-
atic stars – including mezzo-soprano
September Bigelow, soprano Joy
Hermalyn and Opera Cleaveland’s
Darren Perry – will join Mr. Chandler.

A cabaret event for the whole fam-

ily, “Hats Off to Old Broadway” is a
concert for adults to reminisce to
songs of the past and for kids to enjoy
some of the more peculiar characters
to grace the Broadway stage.

Due to continued popularity, this
event will again take place in the
recently refurbished Westfield High
School auditorium, a now acousti-
cally superior hall modernized with
the latest lighting and sound equip-
ment, as well as assigned seating.

Tickets cost $32 and $64 in ad-
vance ($40 and $70 at door). The
show will end at about 8:45 p.m.

For tickets or information, call the
WSO office at (908) 232-9400, e-
mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org or
visit WSO ticket outlets Fast Frame
of Westfield, Commerce Bank on 260
North Avenue in Westfield, Martin
Jewelers of Cranford and World of
Music in Summit.

Local High-School Band
To Open for Mountain

AREA – Southern Fried Funk, a
group comprised of high-school stu-
dents from Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, will open for Mountain,
the 1970s hard-rock band most famous
for the song “Mississippi Queen.”

Southern Fried Funk has played
together for three years. The band
consists of juniors Dan Zavaro (gui-
tar, vocals, harmonica) and Julian
Applebaum (bass) from Westfield
High School (WHS), sophomore An-
drew Gialanella (guitar) from WHS
and sophomore Alex Bubnov (drums)
from Scotch Plains–Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

Julian’s older brother Seth, a fresh-
man at Emerson College and WHS
alumnus, will join the band on key-
boards for this event.

After working to hone their sound,
band members have managed to cre-
ate a blend of early 70s jam-band and
psychedelic music, southern and clas-
sic rock, funk and blues.

Their influences include the Allman
Brothers Band, Parliament/Funkadelic,

the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Pink
Floyd, among many others.

Band leader Dan said, “I’d heard that
Starland Ballroom [in Sayreville] fre-
quently books local acts, so I checked
their website and noticed they were
looking for one to play at the Mountain
show. I sent them an e-mail, and the
booking agent said he was very im-
pressed with our sound and that it would
fit the bill perfectly. Two-and-a-half
weeks later, we were booked.”

Southern Fried Funk is one of three
opening acts. Each act plays a half-hour
set. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and the
all-ages show begins at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets, if purchased in advance, cost $15.50.

Those wishing to purchase tickets
to the January 11 show can contact
any of the band members, leave a
message on myspace.com/
southernfriedfunk or e-mail Julian at
julian_applebaum@comcast.net.

The band, due to its obligation to sell
a certain quota of tickets itself, asks that
purchasers not use Ticketmaster.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another chance. A “do-over.”
Wouldn’t we all want to right some
wrongs, clear misunderstandings and
get things perfect in our lives if given
the opportunity?

In Premiere Stages’ latest produc-
tion, Humbug, Eleanor Scrooge, the
female counterpart of the famous mi-
ser, gets to do just that.

Correctly billed as “family entertain-
ment,” this adaptation of the classic “A
Christmas Carol” is played in a fast 75
minutes without intermission at Wilkins
Theater at Kean University.

In a contemporary take on the Charles
Dickens’ classic, a snap of fingers and
a flash of lights find Eleanor Scrooge
(Rita Rehn) face-to-face with special
“advisers,” not ghosts, representing
the Past, Present and Future.

After all, she is a modern-day, ruth-
less, ambitious Wall Street executive
whose insatiable appetite for power is
manifest on a snowy Christmas Eve as
she determinedly finishes a corporate
takeover proposal.

In viewing her Past with the adviser
of that time period (Jon Hoche), she
sees young Eleanor, known as Ellie
(Susanna Harris), who loves a young
man named Robert (Jason Marr). Her
money-grubbing tendencies are evi-
dent even then when she turns down his
marriage proposal in favor of career
ambition.

The seeds of work-a-holism begin to

grow inside the young gal and eventu-
ally grab hold of her personal life. She
doesn’t have time to go sledding with
her young nephew Phil (Tommy
Kouten) even though his mother, and
the scrooge’s sister, Tess (Andrea
Bianchi) is dying.

The Present adviser, also played by
Ms. Bianchi, doesn’t offer a very happy
scene to Ms. Scrooge, either. When the
grown-up Phil (Matthew DeCaputa),
his wife and their friends try to toast
Aunt Eleanor, Phil realizes his aunt
doesn’t possess any good traits to which
he can raise a celebratory glass.

The robot-like Future adviser,  billed
as the Angel of Death (Robert Cole),
presents an even more dismal scene.
Employee Bobbie Cratchit (Jordan
Simmons) loses her son Timmy
(Tommy Kouten) because Ms. Cratchit
doesn’t have enough money for the
heart operation the little boy needs.

Eventually, other catastrophic scenes
develop, which transform Ms. Scrooge
for that anticipated happy ending.

Any adult who knows “A Christmas
Carol” will smile at the twists on the
Victorian-age tale. The play’s contem-
porary spin has the Tiny Tim figure
hoping Santa will bring him a Wii, this
year’s hottest electronic game.

As usual, Premiere Stages offers a
first-rate production. Scenic designer
Bill Motyka’s slate-gray skyscraper
backdrop and sleek offices are com-
plete with visual surprises that later
whisk the audience on Ms. Scrooge’s
journey.

The advisers couldn’t perform their
snap-of-a-finger magic without the
split-second timing and coordination
of sound designer Bryan Pekarek and
lighting designer Brant Thomas Murray.

This production is a seasonal show-
piece. The stellar cast is comprised of
14 actors, nine Actor’s Equity mem-
bers, many of whom slip effortlessly
into two or three roles.

Ms. Bianchi is especially memo-
rable in the roles of Caroler 1, Tess and
Present. As the wacky adviser of the
Present, she cavorts and prances while
prattling in a perky cockney accent.

Decked out in a green velvet fitted
jacket and red full skirt designed by
talented costumer Karen Lee Hart, Ms.
Bianchi’s flaming-red wig and black-
ened teeth complement her saucy per-
sonality.

Jordan Simmons as Bobbie Cratchit
delivers a poignant, three-hanky scene
at son Timmy’s grave. In the final scene,
Ms. Simmons is able to communicate
her profound disbelief at an act of char-
ity merely through well-positioned flut-
tering hands.

As Ms. Scrooge, Rita Rehn displays
versatility and depth as she’s called on
to play the uptight, overwrought mogul
who morphs into a benevolent human
being.

Susanna Harris portrays young Ellie
as an empathetic figure; we see the
promise that Ms. Scrooge had and her
missed opportunities.

Artistic director Mr. Wooten again
shows that he can do it all.

As the playwright, Mr. Wooten de-
livers a witty, timely, poignant script
interspersed with upbeat Christmas
carols and a timeless message of caring
for others.

As the director, Mr. Wooten shares
his vision in Humbug with well-cast
actors and a production team that brings
a timeless message of joy to life.

Humbug will be shown this evening,
Thursday, as well as Friday and Satur-
day nights at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 737-SHOW.

Kean’s Premiere Stages Spreads
Joy This Season with Humbug

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

Nat Chandler, right, a Broadway veteran, will star in The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s New Year’s celebration alongside Darren Perry and September Bigelow.
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Market Brings Juried Artists to Westfield Armory
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Creativity was in
the air at the Westfield Artists Market
(WAM) held at the Westfield Armory
over the weekend of December 1 and
2.

Visitors found the market to be the
ideal place to pick up a beautiful,
hand-made, one-of-a kind outfit or a
piece of jewelry.

You could easily find something
for yourself, your home or to give as
a gift for the holidays.

The market also offered delicious
food to be sampled and the chance to
observe dedicated artists hard at work.

You could even build your own
piece of rustic furniture.

Richard Rothbard, who – along
with his wife, Johanna – directs
American Art Marketing, the com-
pany that promoted WAM, leads his
own artistic enterprise called
boxology.

He designs and creates puzzles and
one-of-a-kind wooden boxes accord-

ing to client requests.
On the WAM he said, “[The mar-

ket] is one of the
best in the state,
and it has wonder-
ful juried artists. It
is worth meeting
them and seeing
their work,” said

One of the ven-
dors, Margaret
Lent of Margaret
Lent Handwovens,
has attended WAM
as an exhibitor for
more than 15 years.

“I am happy to
present my hand-
woven jackets,
vests and scarves
to a very knowl-
edgeable and en-
thusiastic audi-
ence,” she said.

“The charming town of Westfield
is wonderful. I look forward to this
event every year,” she continued.

This December marked the first
time Bim Willow’s company – Wil-

low Works, from
Grand Junction,
Mich. – took part
in WAM.

According to
Mr. Willow, Wil-
low Works, estab-
lished in 1985, can
produce chairs as
large as 70 feet
high.

“There seems to
be a real interest
in furniture-build-
ing,” said Mr. Wil-
low, the author of
“Making Gypsy
Willow Furni-
ture,” which was
on sale at WAM.

Intending to
purchase ready-made tables, Kathy
Weldy of Fanwood and Gail Pollack
of Westfield got swept up in the expe-
rience of creating their own rustic

furniture, which might find refuge in
their summer homes.

“Bim told me he could sell me a
table, but he also said that if I made
one, then I would know how to make
my own,” said Ms. Weldy, who has
always wanted to “fiddle with wood.”

“I’m having the time of my life,”
Ms. Pollack said.

John Jackson, the owner of Whim-
sical Metal Sculpture in Jefferson,
N.Y., found attendance and sales at
the WAM to be “disappointing.”

He cited increased interest in mall
and online sales, as well as the popu-
larity of electronic gadgetry as rea-
sons interest in high-quality crafted
items has diminished.

He also mentioned economic con-
ditions as other causes for people not
purchasing as many crafts.

Light snowfall on December 2 may
also have affected the number of at-
tendees this year.

Anyone interested in attending next
year’s show should e-mail  Mr.
Rothbard at aam@warwick.net.

Jewelry by Michael Alexander

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT LIKE A LION...The Westfield Community Players continued its season
with James Goldman’s drama The Lion in Winter through March 24. During that
time, the cast invited The Leader/Times to a special rehearsal. Above, Henry II
vows vengeance for his sons’ treason. Foreground, from left to right, are: John
(Ryan Correll) and Henry II (Art Hickey); background, from left to right, are:
Geoffrey (Ryan Curtis), Richard (Chris Guild).
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have to possibly cancel the rest of the
season.

According to a Star-Ledger report,
the theatre’s yearly fundraising came
$2.8 million short of balancing the
$17-million annual budget.

Former Governor Brendan Byrne,
a Short Hills resident, told The Leader/
Times during the rally, “Paper Mill is
part of the culture of our community.
I’m a big fan, and, from a purely
selfish aspect, I want to see it sur-
vive.”

~Susan Dougherty
Editor’s Note: Later, With a loan

from a local New Jersey bank and
state Legislative promises of $250,000
in funding, the Paper Mill doors were
kept open for the 2006-2007 season,
and the summer programs for teens
flourished.

Jill Naughton and Karen Fishman,
both of Westfield, brought their fight
against blood cancers to the
Mountainside area, when, on April
14, they co-hosted “Art for a Cause,”
a special fundraiser that included art,
music and food.

Mrs. Naughton and Mrs. Fishman
later in the year participated in “Hike
for Discovery,” an endurance hiking
program sponsored by the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society (LLS).

At the time of “Art for a Cause,” the
women were finishing up 15 weeks
of physical training to prepare them
to complete a seven-mile hike in the
Grand Canyon on May 19.

In addition to testing their physical
limits, Mrs. Naughton and Mrs.
Fishman set another goal for them-
selves – to raise $10,000 to help find
a cure for lymphoma, leukemia and
other blood cancers.

The proceeds from a minimal ad-
mission charge, as well as 10 percent
of the evening’s art sales, were do-

nated to LLS. The event raised more
than $4,000.

~Marylou Morano

Michael Pollack compiled the list.

Powerful Women of
Song Welcomes Sage
AREA – The Watchung Arts Cen-

ter will continue the second season of
its new concert series, Powerful
Women of Song, by presenting Brook-
lyn-based songstress Rachael Sage
on January 5 at the Watchung Arts
Center at 18 Sterling Road in
Watchung.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m.; the
concert begins at 8. Admission is
$16. Tickets can be purchased online
at watchungarts.org by clicking on
Rachael Sage and finding the link to
the tickets.

For more info about Ms. Sage, visit
rachaelsage.com.

Singers Link Up With
GoodSearch, GoodShop

CRANFORD – In celebration of
its 70th anniversary, the Celebration
Singers group will embark on its first
international tour to Europe during
the summer of 2008.

In an effort to help reduce indi-
vidual costs, the singers have linked
up with GoodSearch.Com and
GoodShop.Com.

GoodShop.com will donate an av-
erage of 3 percent (and up to 37
percent) of all of purchases to the
Celebration Singers.
GoodSearch.com will make a dona-
tion to the singers for each search.

Beringer
Private Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
Rich, dense and chewy, with ripe
plum, blackberry, fresh earth and
mineral flavors, framed by
smoky, cedary oak. Intense and
persistent, ending with a mix of
cherry and currant fruit. The 
tannins are firm but ripe.

$79.99

Geyser Peak
Reserve Alexandre
Meritage 2004
Smooth, rich and silky, with a
deep core of black currant,
black cherry and raspberry fruit.
Spice, cedar and earth notes
add complexity, but it’s the 
generous fruit and supple tex-
ture that anchor the mid-palate.

$36.99

BV Georges 
de Latour
Private Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
The aromas show strength of
black fruits, licorice, black pepper
and minerals with accents of
black olive, peppercorn and dark
cherry. The rich tannins are 
balanced by medium acidity.

$69.99

Hewitt Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon
Rutherford 2003
Ripe, soft and polished.
Refined and sweet tannins,
and flavors which are a 
combination of blackberry,
ripe grapes and new oak.
At its best over the next
5 years.

$59.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines &
Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers.
Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Dec. 12 thru Tues., Dec. 25, 2007.

Dominus Napanook
Proprietary Red 2004
A strong effort, it offers a beautiful
seductive nose of dried herbs, damp
earth, sweet cherries, cedar, and
spice box. Opulent, round, sexy, and
delicious, it should be consumed
during its first decade of life.

$34.99

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

Allegrini La Grola 2004
Deep ruby red in color, offers a wide, 
embracing bouquet of wild berries, juniper,
licorice, tobacco and espresso. Full-bodied
yet silky, with juicy tannins, La Grola is the
wine of choice for red meat, either roasted
or in casseroles, and mellow, aged cheeses.

$16.99

Allegrini
Palazzo della Torre 2004
Dense and deep ruby red in color, loaded with
luscious aromas of currant, blackberry and
licorice, followed by hints of raisins and plums.
Full-bodied and rich, with firm yet juicy tannins.

$13.99

Allegrini Soave 2006
Bright straw yellow in color and a fresh bouquet
of herbs and flowers on the nose. The crisp,
citrus aroma lingers on the palate and is framed
by great acidity and minerality. $10.99

Allegrini Valpolicella 2006
Luscious aromas of cherry, herbs, chocolate
and mocha, with a medium body and 
balanced acidity. Lively and easy to drink, with
moderate tannins and a bright, vivacious color,
this wine is best enjoyed young to appreciate
the exuberant and intense fruitiness.

$9.99

Wine Advocate: 90

Wine Advocate: 90 Wine Advocate: 88

Nimbus Casablanca Sauvignon Blanc 2006
A splendid nose of mineral, fresh herbs, citrus, and lemon-lime
which jumps from the glass. The wine is crisp and refreshing with
superior depth and concentration.
It is a great value. $9.99
La Marca Prosecco NV
A delicate, well-balanced Prosecco, showing a good blend of baked
apple, sour lemon and grapefruit, with a lightly creamy mineral tex-
ture on the palate. Medium froth, with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish. $9.99

Wine Advocate: 90

Wine Advocate: 91

Hartford Court
Chardonnay 4 Hearts 2005
It’s a very elegant, balanced wine, with
complexity and charm; 100% barrel
fermented, it shows oak-influenced 
flavors of Meyer lemons, pineapple
sorbet and rich Gravenstein apple butter.

$29.99Wine Enthusiast: 91

Sette Ponti Crognolo 2004
Lots of blackberry and hints of mineral
follow through to a full-bodied palate,
with silky tannins and a medium finish.
Caressing and balanced.

$26.99Wine Spectator: 91

Ornellaia “Le Volte” 2005
Elegant and enjoyable, the 2005 
vintage is characterized by ample
fruity, slightly spicy notes. Round and
full in the mouth, it combines the
Mediterranean generousity of San-
giovese with the structure of Cabernet
and the softer tones of Merlot, creating
an extremely pleasant wine.

$19.99Wine Spectator: 90

St. Hallett Shiraz Faith 2005
This is a beautifully contained wine
that’s neither too broad nor too tight,
expressive of cherry, violet and
sweet spices, playing against
refined tannins on the long finish.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 90

Toscolo 
Chianti Classico 2004
Gorgeous aromas of crushed berry,
toasty oak, chocolate and coffee. Full-
bodied, with fine tannins and a long,
rich finish. Great value. 

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90

Hartford Court
Pinot Noir Land’s End 2005
Dry, crisp and delicate, the wine has
a silky voluptuousness that makes it
irresistible, with pie filling cherry and
black raspberry flavors finished with
Asian spice. New French oak adds
toast and vanilla sweetness. It’s
expensive, but still a bargain.

$32.99Wine Enthusiast: 96

Frescobaldi Nipozzano
Chianti Reserva 2004
Very aromatic, offering bright
blackberry and light vanilla 
aromas. Full-bodied, with vibrant
fruit, fine tannins and a clean,
crisp fruity finish. Best after 2008.

$16.99Wine Spectator: 91

Rosenblum Petite Syrah
Heritage Clones 2005
A full-bodied, flavorful, mouthfilling
wine offering loads of peppery,
blackberry, and cherry fruit, 
surprising density, a supple texture,
and beautiful length and richness.
This stunner should drink well for 5
to 8 years or longer.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 90

Chamarré Jurancon
Tradition 2003
Very creamy, lush and exotic-
tasting, with rich and decadent 
tropical fruit flavors of mango,
pineapple, and roasted plantain.
Finishes with loads of butterscotch
and spice. Drink now through 2012.

$11.99375
ML

Wine Spectator: 92

Sitios de Bodega
Conclass Verdejo 2006
The 2006 Con Class Verdejo is
100% varietal from even old vines.
Light gold-color, rich, intense, and
long in the finish. It is a great value. 

$11.99Wine Advocate: 90

Terrabianca
Campaccio 2004
Layers of ripe fruit with notable
vitality on the palate and concen-
trated. It offers outstanding length
and fine overall balance in a big,
bold style that will require a few
years to come together in the bottle.

$29.99Wine Advocate: 91

Steltzer 
Stags Leap District
Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
Well-focused on a core of rich, supple
currant and black cherry fruit, this is
complex balanced and well propor-
tioned. Nice range of flavors that are
deep, persistent, pure and engaging.

$29.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wolf Blass
Gold Label Shiraz 2005
Polished, round and generous
with its creamy blackberry, currant
and cedar flavors, lingering on the
focused, harmonious finish.

$17.99Wine Spectator: 91

Wine Spectator: 90

Earthworks Shiraz 2006
The 2006 Shiraz saw an identical regimen of tank and barrel. Purple-
colored, it exhibits aromas of smoke, sausage, bacon, and blueberry
which jumps from the glass. Medium-bodied, ripe, and sweet with no
hard edges, this superb value can
be enjoyed for the next 4-6 years. $8.99Wine Advocate: 90

Las Rocas de San Alejandro Garnacha 2005
It gives up attractive aromas of kirsch, raspberries, pepper, and
damp earth. This is followed by a broad, full-flavored wine with a
supple texture and no hard edges. 
Drink over the next 2 to 3 years. $7.99Wine Advocate: 90

Bodegas Olivares Altos de la Hoya
Monastrell Ungrafted Old Vines 2005
Purple in color, the wine offers up a nearly exotic of earth, minerals, 
blueberries, and blackberries. This medium to full-bodied effort possesses
layers of sweet, ripe fruit, and soft 
tannins yet is surprisingly elegant. $7.99Wine Advocate: 90

Earthworks Cabernet Sauvignon 2006
The 2006 Cabernet was aged for 6 months, 70% in tank and 30% in
seasoned French oak. Dark ruby/purple-colored, it has an expressive
nose of spice box and black currants. This leads to a medium-
bodied, smooth-textured, easy-going wine with abundant sweet fruit,
light tannins, and a long, fruit-filled finish. Drink this outstanding
value over the next 6 years. $8.99Wine Spectator: 90

Winery Feature of the Month

Chateau Lilian Ladouys
St.-Estephe 2003
Very, very pure with plum, currant
and light spices. Full-bodied, with
racy, refined tannins and a long,
caressing finish. Pretty and firm.
Best after 2010.

$17.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wine Spectator: 93 Wine Enthusiast: 95 Wines & Spirits: 90

Sette Ponti
Oreno 2004
Fabulous aromas of
ripe blackberry, 
cappuccino and toasty
oak. Full-bodied, with
masses of fruit and
super-velvety tannins.
Long and gorgeous.
$69.99
Wine Spectator: 95

Wine Advocate: 90

Allegrini
Amarone 2003
Offers jammy aromas of ripe
wild berries, candied fruit,
chocolate, charcoal and 
cinnamon. Intense and super-
rich, with chewy tannins.
Enjoyed with game, roasted
and grilled meats, casseroles
and well matured cheeses.

$54.99

Masi
Amarone della Valpolicella
Classico Costasera 2003
There's a slight raisiny tinge to
the fruit, with cardamom, fresh
oak and just a whiff of black
truffle at the start. Full-bodied,
with fine tannins and a clean,
mineral finish. The refined 
texture adds a touch of finesse.

$44.99 Wine & Spirits: 92

Bennett Lane
Cabernet Sauvignon
2004
Floral, crushed berry, currant
and black cherry aromas are
tight, concentrated and
focused, and the flavors
come through in the same
way on the palate. Best 
from 2008 through 2013.

$44.99Wine Spectator: 92 Wine Spectator: 90

95-100  . . . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . . .Very Good

VINTAGE
RATING SCALE:

ShopRite Wines &Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety
and service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.
Prices effective through Dec. 25. Many items are in short supply, please shop early.

80-84 . . . . . . . . . . . .Good
70-79  . . . . . . . . .Average
60-69  . . . . .Below Average

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Dec. 25, 2007

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

Coach Kehler’s strategies eventu-
ally led to his nomination to the Na-
tional Football Foundation Hall of
Fame in 1986.

His outstanding success as a foot-
ball coach often overshadows his
coaching of two other WHS sports –
golf and wrestling.

The book also allows the reader to
see Coach Kehler the man through
the eyes of his wife, Alice, and son,
Glen, both of whom contribute their
thoughts about Coach Kehler in the
book.

Even in death, Coach Kehler’s
“coaching edge” continues to have an
impact on Westfield and WHS, the
town and school he loved so much.

Proceeds from the sale of “The
Coaching Edge” will go towards the
renovation and restoration of the
plaques that comprise the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame (WAHF), cur-
rently housed at WHS, and the even-
tual relocation of the WAHF to the
Westfield Historic Society to the
Reeve House on Mountain Avenue.

“The Coaching Edge: The Gary
Kehler Story” can be purchased at
The Town Bookstore for $25. A lim-
ited number of Kehler-signed copies
are available.

The Town Bookstore is located at
270 East Broad Street. To reach the
store, call (908) 233-3535.

For more information, contact the
author, Mr. Hale, at (908) 232-1041.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL TOGETHER NOW…At the conclusion of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s “The American Songbook” on New Year’s Eve 2006, Maestro David
Wroe invited the audience to sing “Auld Lang Syne” with Milla Ilieva, David
Gagnon, Marguerite Willbanks and Marcus DeLoach.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARIS IN SPRINGTIME...During Westfield High School’s performance of How
to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, secretaries sing “Paris Original.”

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNDER WRAPS…In February, The Leader/Times met with Westfield’s Jesse
Hershkowitz. The aspiring rap artist, known as “Urbalist,” disclosed his battle
with non-Hodgkins lymphoma in his newest release, “Cancerous Flow: Lyrical
Journal.” Above, Mr. Hershkowitz reveals a mediport, which was surgically
implanted under his skin to prevent repeated sticking with needles and accommo-
date the amount of chemotherapy necessary to treat his cancer.

YYYYYear In Photosear In Photosear In Photosear In Photosear In Photos
January ThrJanuary ThrJanuary ThrJanuary ThrJanuary Through Aprilough Aprilough Aprilough Aprilough April

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAVE THE DATE…Former Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and Richard
Codey, center, along with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield gather in the
Paper Mill Playhouse courtyard before the rally to save the theater from closing
its doors.

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

* Tickets from sponsoring organizations on Benefit Nights 

“Crimes of The Heart”

A Pulitzer Prize winning play

By Beth Henley

Jan 5, *11, 12, 18 & 19

Single Tickets $15

Call  908-232-9568  For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 

a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant aadministered by the Union

County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs                               

Since 1934Since 1934

Reserved Seating     All Curtain times 8 PM

Box Office: 908.232.1221 opens 1 week before show

For everyone
on your gift list -

Live Theater!
Always a great fit 

Thursday Jan. 3, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Saturday Jan. 5, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm

Monday Jan. 7, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  JAN. 7

Wed., Jan. 2 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Jan. 5 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Jan. 5 @ 2:00 pm for experienced
or by appointment.

A&E YA&E YA&E YA&E YA&E Year in Rear in Rear in Rear in Rear in Reviewevieweviewevieweview

PPPPPart 1 of 3 Jan. – Aprilart 1 of 3 Jan. – Aprilart 1 of 3 Jan. – Aprilart 1 of 3 Jan. – Aprilart 1 of 3 Jan. – April
Late 06/ January 07

The New Year began with a bang,
as the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra presented “American Songbook,”
filling the air with sounds of old,
familiar musical numbers from
Broadway shows of the last 40 years.

Hits included Gershwin’s “How
Long Has This Been Going On?” and
“All the Things You Are,” a duet by
soprano Marguerite Millbanks and
tenor David Gagnon.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

January
Washington Elementary School

performed its annual show, in which
parents, teachers and staff combine
talents to raise money for the school.

This year’s original show, Stick to
the Status Quo, encompassed songs
and themes – from musicals like
Grease, Hairspray, Wicked and “High
School Musical” – that  dealt with
stereotypes from two distinctly dif-
ferent social groups. The twist here
was the second act trial of the teen
hero.

The tradition of staging a parent-
driven show began at Grant School in
February 1948, when a small-scale
talent show was produced in an effort
to encourage attendance at PTA meet-
ings.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

February
In February, The Leader/Times sat

down with Westfield’s Jesse
Hershkowitz, 26, who spoke about
healing from cancer via hip-hop. The
aspiring artist known as “Urbalist”
had his plight immortalized in his
newest release, “Cancerous Flow:
Lyrical Journal.”

He spoke to the
newspaper from
his parents’ home
in Westfield, where
he had been recu-
perating since
summer 2006 af-
ter being diag-
nosed with non-
Hodgkins lym-
phoma. Mr.
Hershkowitz said,
“When I write and
record, I forget
about everything
else –including the
fact that I have can-
cer. Making the album was a way for
me to ‘fast forward’ this time in my
life.”

~ Linda B. Condrillo

March
In March, local saxophonist Benny

Reid spoke to the newspaper about
his first contemporary-jazz CD. The
26-year-old former Westfield resident
released “Findings,” an uplifting work
that Mr. Reid has worked on for more
than a decade, determined to have his
departed sister live on through his
music.

“She has been the guiding and driv-
ing force in my life,” Mr. Reid said of
his sister, Alina Siegel, who died sud-
denly after brief illness at age 14.

“I didn’t know how much talent I’d
have or how good I’d be, but I always
knew I’d do something for her, make
it happen…and this is the dream com-
ing true.”

Mr. Reid began playing saxophone
in second grade and told the newspa-

per he believes he expresses himself
best through music.

~ Christie Storms

Also in March, Westfield High
School’s (WHS) drama and music
departments put on quite a show with
How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying.

With music and lyrics by Frank
Loesser, this winner of seven Tony
Awards and a 1962 Pulitzer Prize is
the zany story of a window washer’s
meteoric rise to chairman of the board
of the World Wide Wicket Company.

Thanks to director Darlene White,
vocal coach Sharon Reynolds and
musical director Eric Johnston, and
the countless behind the scenes stars,
the show, like a good business ven-
ture, was a success.

In Scotch Plains, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Repertory
Theatre production of Once Upon a
Mattress, the Hans Christian Ander-
son tale of “The Princess and the Pea”
took a performance that is normally
superstar-driven and turned it into an
ensemble effort because of the efforts
of the supporting stars.

Under the baton of Musical Direc-
tor John Brzozowski and Orchestra
Director Durand Thomas, the music
— vocal and instrumental — was
first-rate.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

April
In April, The Leader/Times sat

down with Raymond Wojcik, the ba-
ton wielder and WHS’s director of
instrumental music for more than a
decade.

Outside of Mr. Wojcik’s coaching
and rehearsing, 2007 marked the re-

lease of his debut
album, “Akin to
Fire,” on Albany
Records. Re-
corded with the
Moravian Philhar-
monic (Czech Re-
public) and the
Rzeszow Philhar-
monic Orchestra
(Poland), the al-
bum contains
original composi-
tions premiered
between 2001 and
2005.

The title “Akin
to Fire” comes

from the last line of Jeanne
Fitzgerald’s poem “Elemental” – to
Wojcik, it represents “that part of us
that is the most elemental, the closest
to our true nature.”

Later in the month, his “In the
Valley of the Shadow,” premiered
during “Ars Vitalis: The New Jersey
New Music Forum” at the Wilkins
Theatre for the Performing Arts at
Kean University.

~ Victoria McCabe

April also marked a landmark day
for Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn,
as white letters on protestors’ crim-
son shirts screamed “Save Paper Mill
Playhouse” – the theme of an hour-
and-a quarter rally.

Politicians and Broadway perform-
ers came out in force to support the
financially flagging theater that an-
nounced in early April that it would

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEART AND SOUL.....This year marked the release of “Findings,” a contempo-
rary-jazz CD created by saxophonist Benny Reid. Above, the former Westfield
resident performs songs from the album, inspired by the memory of his sister, at
at The Crossroads in Garwood.

‘FIRE’ PLACE...Westfield Leader/
Times Arts and Entertainment colum-
nist Victoria McCabe speaks to
Raymond Wojcik, WHS’s director of
instrumental music, who released his
debut album, “Akin to Fire,” in 2007.
See video on goleader.com/video.
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Photo Courtesy of The Kehler Family
GETTING AN EDGE...The Westfield Leader and The Times reviewed “The
Coaching Edge,” learning about the strategies of the Hall of Fame coach and
reliving the legend’s legacy.

Gary KehlerGary KehlerGary KehlerGary KehlerGary Kehler
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‘Coaching Edge’ Relives
Exciting Times for WHS Sports

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Not every high-
school football coach gets a book
written about him.

But then again,
Gary Kehler – the
former Westfield
High School
(WHS) football
coach who died
last week on De-
cember 9 – had
quite a story to tell.

During his 22-
year career in
Westfield, Coach
Kehler guided the
Blue Devils
through nine un-
defeated seasons.

He also steered
the WHS team
through a 48-
game winning
streak.

Written by Tom
DeNigris and
Westfield resident Lee Hale, “The
Coaching Edge: The Gary Kehler
Story” chronicles these and many
other accomplishments during Coach
Kehler’s career.

The book provides a unique

glimpse inside the head of a brilliant
strategist who had a “plan” for win-
ning that encompassed “character
phases…physical phases…and men-
tal approaches.”

Coach Kehler
also taught his
players the value
of good football
instincts.

“Our system,
defensively and of-
fensively, relies on
quickness and the
execution of fun-
damentals,” the au-
thors quote Coach
Kehler as saying.

It was this win-
ning attitude that
caused a rival
football coach to
call WHS “the
Notre Dame of
New Jersey high-
school football.”

A stickler for
detail, Coach

Kehler was fond of making up lists
for his players, all of which can be
found in “The Coaching Edge.”
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