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Coach Joe Freeman Preceded
Remarkable Coach Kehler

Councilman Extends
Holiday Greeting

As we celebrate and enjoy this holiday
season, let me wish everyone joyous holi-
days and a new year of happiness and
good health.

If there is one word I seem to be more
mindful of every year at this time, it is
optimism, a confidence and belief that we
as citizens living in the greatest nation in
the world will continue to push to expand
the boundaries of humanity, compassion,
peace and good will to all.

As we come together as family and
friends, let us remember to take a moment
to honor and pay tribute to all our heroes
in service to our country who serve to
protect our freedoms. Let us pray for their
safety and comfort and hope that they and
their families too shall be together again
soon.

Happy holidays and best wishes to all.

Councilman Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

People in Charge of This State Are
Disappointingly Inappropriate

Coach Kehler Put WHS
Ahead of Opponents
I had the absolute privilege to wrestle

for Coach Kehler in the early seventies
and my brother Charlie wrestled for him
in the early sixties. We all know that he
was a fabulous coach. When we stepped
onto the mat we were always a step ahead
of our opponents just because we were
part of a Kehler team.

More importantly, Coach Kehler was a
wonderful role model and a gentleman.
We were taught to treat our opponents
with respect and to carry ourselves in a
dignified manner, win or loose. Many of
the principles that I learned from Coach
Kehler in the WHS wrestling room I have
applied during my life. To his family I
express my deepest condolences. To
Coach Kehler I say thank you and rest in
peace.

Joe Mannino
Boca Raton, Fl.

WHS Class of ‘71

School Teacher in Elizabeth Disturbed by Editorials on
Lagging English Education, Stance on Public Question 4

Please Clean Cars and Sidewalks of
Snow and Ice for Safety of All

As a subscriber, citizen and former
publishing professional, I am increas-
ingly disturbed by how frequently your
editorials reflect an absence of any at-
tempt to find the most basic information
on the subjects being discussed. Spewing
misinformation – or uninformed opinion
– does not serve the interests of the com-
munities you serve.

I am one of many voters who go to
editorial pages to seek an array of opin-
ions and rationales for supporting candi-
dates for local elections; furthermore,
editorials can be very useful in providing
discussion on ballot proposals and public
questions.

I was stunned by your editorial com-
ment from November 1: “Public Ques-
tion 4 requests that voters authorize
amending the Constitution concerning
‘The Right to Vote For Certain Persons,’
Article II, Section I, paragraph 6. We
don’t understand this one, and we’ve not
heard any of the candidates for state of-
fices discuss the matter. On concern alone
for authorizing them to tinker with the
Constitution, we say vote no.”

It would have been very easy to find
out that this question proposed nothing
more than removing antiquated and of-
fensive terms such as “idiot” from “The
Right to Vote For Certain Persons,” Ar-
ticle II, Section I, paragraph 6.

In an era where people with disabilities
are accorded more respect – and legal
protections – than at the time the state
Constitution was written, this change was
appropriate and had no possible negative
ramifications. Do we want to use “idiot”
as a label for either the retarded and
mentally ill or those no longer mentally fit
to vote due to Alzheimer’s or other de-
generative diseases when they are no
longer competent to vote?

But, that was November, and now
you’ve done it again: Your December 13
editorial on English/ESL reflects total
ignorance of the terms you throw around.
ESL (English as a second language) is the
academic program that teaches non-En-
glish speaking students English.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, and nearly ev-
ery district in the state have certified,
dedicated, and very busy ESL teachers
assisting students in English language
acquisition so that they will become bet-
ter able to function academically in the
educational mainstream in our public
schools.

During the period when such students
have insufficient English to read, write,
speak or comprehend the language they
hear, some are in bilingual programs,
which I suspect are what you really object
to.

I teach in a middle school in Elizabeth,
and my Spanish-speaking bilingual stu-
dents are studying the same language arts
text (switching between English and a
translation for comprehension) and skills,
and using the same math, social studies/
civics/geography, and science textbooks
as the mainstream students. We have been
reading about democracy and American
history, with a focus on documents such
as the Bill of Rights, Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and Constitution.

Depending on prior educational back-
ground, bilingual students at the second-
ary school level move fully into the main-
stream in three to five years, sometimes
less. By the way, those newcomer bilin-
gual students are learning much more in
their academic classes, much more than
the scattering of other new ESL students
– Haitian, Portuguese, etc. – who do not
have bilingual programs available to them
and cannot understand their classroom
teachers or texts.

These students only have ESL for 40
minutes a day to help them become able
to learn academic content. When you
write about the educational status of Eliza-
beth as you do, you ignore the massive
amounts of research that link educational
achievement to family and other socio-
economic factors.

Please read “Parenting: In Gaps at
School, Weighing Family Life” By
Michael Winerip -- The New York Times,
December 9. A study suggests that many
low standardized test scores could be

explained by what takes place at a
student’s home, where variables are be-
yond the control of schools.

A friend e-mailed me this anecdote
about the ramifications of the issues in
Mr. Winerip’s article in Westfield. Last
year one of the civic organizations in
town wanted to give a scholarship to a
WHS graduating student. The criteria were
that the student had to have need and be in
the top 10 percent of the class. The guid-
ance director had to convince them to
lower their standards because in the class
of 2007, there were no needy families
with students in the top 10  percent of the
class – all [were] affluent. They had to dip
into the second 10th.

It would be much more valuable for
you to address issues we might be able to
influence in regard to education: – Why
don’t the governors (who have an influ-
ential annual conference) and our local
members of Congress push for full (the 30
percent written into the original legisla-
tion) funding of special education instead
of dumping the costs on states? With only
15 percent ever federally funded, states
like New Jersey that have strong special
ed programs have absorbed a huge ex-
pense; the current administration cut that
to 7 percent.

Now our state government wants
wealthy local districts, such as those in
our area, to fully fund their programs,
which is an idea that will disastrously
increase local taxes and lead to the total
economic segregation in New Jersey.

With increasing concerns about driv-
ing and pedestrian safety in our area and
the state, why do you not push local
communities such as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield to reinstate the
classroom portion of driver education in
our public schools? In the rest of the state,
this is considered a state-mandated por-
tion of the health curriculum. We need it
here, now.

[I am] a reader who is seriously consid-
ering canceling a 23-year subscription.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Laager – To arrange or form in a

defensive enclosure
2. Pratti – Cymbals
3. Uletic –  Pertaining to the gums
4. Tussah – An undomesticated Asiatic

silkworm

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

EUSTOMATOUS
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Having a well-developed mouth
4. Resounding; very loud

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to the emerald
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Withered or emaciated

FLUCTISONOUS
1. Trembling; shaking
2. To be or become dim
3. Resembling the sound of waves
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

PETARD
1. A pustule or pimple
2. A kind of firecracker
3. A shoemaker
4. A scallop or large mollusk

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get away
with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we even got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill To-
wards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that “Merry Christ-
mas” was the warmest possible greeting that one
person could give to another. It was only pure good
in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa
for understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone

– and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Missing from my thoughts as a young boy at the

time was the sentiment for others as I spent wonder-
ful moments during Christmas with my family and
friends. We weren’t at war then as we are now. Today,
hundreds of thousands of our soldiers are away from
their families, protecting us. Join us in wishing them
a Merry Christmas and a heartfelt “Thank You.”

Letters to the Editor

Time Has Come to End Boss Rule In
County Politics Throughout N. Jersey
County Political Parties in New Jersey

too often operate in an undemocratic
manner with party chairs wielding near
dictatorial power over the selection of
candidates, the spending of campaign cash
and the filling of legislative vacancies.
Unfortunately, the threat of losing a gov-
ernment job or contract if a party member
defies the county political boss is not just
a chapter in a history book, but remains a
gritty reality of New Jersey politics.

That is why it is so important that the
New Jersey State Legislature pass the
Party Democracy Act. This recently in-
troduced legislation, sponsored by Sena-
tors Loretta Weinberg (D-37) and Diane
Allen (R-7) and Assemblywomen Linda
Greenstein (D-14), Amy Handlin (R-13)
and Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-37), pro-
vides a few basic requirements of funda-
mental fairness in party activities without
micro-managing party affairs.

The Party Democracy Act is designed
to ensure that county committee mem-
bers can make decisions free of intimida-
tion from party bosses and according to a
clearly spelled out and fundamentally fair
set of rules. For each county party, these
rules must be approved by the committee
members themselves; neighborhood-level
party officials that are elected by the
voters in primaries. This way the associa-
tional rights of party members are re-
spected.

The proposed legislation requires that
all county parties have constitutions and
by-laws and that a copy of these docu-
ments be made available to any county
committee member within 48 hours of a
request for them. This way, all partici-
pants will know the rules of the game.
Without rules easily accessible to all par-
ticipants, political parties become club-
houses with party chairs dominating.
However, the content of the constitution
and by-laws is not imposed by this legis-
lation, but decided by each county politi-
cal party’s elected committee members.

Similarly, the legislation requires that
a certified list of county committee mem-
bers be filed with the county clerk and
that committee members resign their seats
by notarized letter. These basic safeguards
are proposed because past abuses have
included forged resignation signatures,
among other attempts to unfairly manipu-
late the process.

Voting machines are required by this
legislation when the political parties are
filling a legislative vacancy. This is nec-
essary because state laws (Title 19) pre-
scribe that the political party of the vacat-
ing legislator directly select the next leg-
islator through a vote of the county com-
mittee within the legislative district.

In other words, in New Jersey, legisla-

tive vacancies are filled by the political
parties and not by an immediate special
election of all the voters. Nearly one-in-
three current New Jersey legislators ini-
tially won their seat this way. It is critical
that the county committee members that
vote in this selection process feel free to
vote their conscience and that people who
are interested in these positions believe
that even if they are opposed by the county
chair they have a fair shot to compete. A
voting machine vote, which guarantees
secrecy, is the best way to ensure a fair
selection process.

Contrary to the predictable objections
of some county party chairs, the Party
Democracy Act falls well within what is
constitutionally permissible as outlined
by the U.S. Supreme Court in Eu v. San
Francisco Democratic Committee, 489
U.S. 214 (1989). It was designed in close
consultation with constitutional law ex-
perts.

County political parties play large, and
often, unseen roles not only in county
government, but in state and local gov-
ernment as well. The power wielded by
county political parties determines who
fills important government appointments
and the quality of our elected representa-
tives. The Party Democracy Act offers
the promise of democracy instead of dic-
tatorship in New Jersey’s political par-
ties. Its adoption should be a high priority
for all who care about improving New
Jersey government and politics.

Harry Pozycki
Citizens Campaign

Metuchen

Reading of the passing and services for
legendary Westfield coach Gary Kehler
brought back many memories of his pro-
duction of nearly invincible football teams
for a generation. Those of us still around
from WHS school days that preceded the
remarkable Kehler era would also recall
the earlier post-World War II years when
Westfield football teams were coached
with almost equal success and end-to-end
undefeated years by Joe Freeman. I don’t
recall whether he was a mentor of Gary’s
or if he signed on following Coach
Freeman’s retirement.

But all of us who were local students in
that 1940’s decade would very well recall
the joys of watching the three all-state (at
least one an all-American) McGinley
brothers, Ed, Gerry and Rick, who brought
glory to Westfield High with their heroic

gridiron prowess as running backs in
Coach Freeman’s single-wing attack long
before the Butch Woolfolk and Dave
Brown eras.

By coincidence, I had heard from Ed
McGinley just before this past Thanks-
giving, which reminded me that these
three brothers were as much a part of our
Thanksgiving days in my high school
days then as was a turkey dinner. I wrote
back to Ed mentioning this, and was
pleased to receive a recent photo of the
three brothers only yesterday. It’s Ed on
the right, Gerry on the left and Rick in the
middle. With them is a younger woman
whose family name was almost as widely
known in town, Alice Brady Cooper (see
photograph on page 5).

Frank Betz
Warren

Is anyone else out there completely
aggravated by the audacity of our state’s
government? Last year, it was a proposal
to do away with local control of our
public schools. And now, for the New
Year, we have been given the gift of more
vaccinations for our children.

Is anyone else out there concerned that
it is now mandatory that your preschool
aged kids get a flu shot, every year? My
86-year-old grandmother wouldn’t get a
flu shot if you paid her. I choose not to get
the flu shot or to give my kids the flu shot
and this is my choice. It may not be your
choice, but it’s mine, and I’m deeply
concerned that my government has elimi-
nated this choice, imposing its idea of
how I should take care of my family’s
health.

It’s okay to smoke though, right? Isn’t

the flu the thing your doctor tells you to go
home with because, “It’s the flu and medi-
cine doesn’t cure it”? We are already a
society of over-dosage and overreaction
to commonplace illnesses and disease.

We have medicated ourselves right out
of being able to kill frightening bacteria
that can now kill us. Additionally, we are
still in the midst of controversy over what
does and does not cause Autism. Why
would anyone move forward with requir-
ing vaccinations of this sort when there is
so much debate at hand?

Once again, the people we put in charge
of this state are disappointingly inappro-
priate in their thinking. And once again,
their timing is impeccable.

Lori Kraemer
Westfield

Excuse me for being upset, especially
at this time of the year, but this is a serious
problem that needs to be addressed. I was
driving north on the Garden State Park-
way Sunday night and the car in front of
me had a large sheet of ice fly off of it.

I could not change lanes because I had
cars next to me on both sides. I had to
watch this chunk of ice smash into my
windshield right in front of my son who
was sitting in the front passenger seat.
The sound of the impact scared the heck
out of me — and how the ice didn’t smash
through the windshield is a miracle to say
the least. It would have hit my son in the
head.

I am irate that people can be so lazy.
How much effort does it take to clean off
the car? If only all people had respect for
their fellow citizens. If my son would
have been hurt, the best I could have
hoped for was an apology. Save the apol-
ogy, and clean your car.

If government were serious about pro-
tecting the citizens, the State Police would
be out there pulling over all cars with
snow and ice on them. If they pulled over
and fined hundreds of cars, you can bet
that the word would spread quickly and
lazy people would act to avoid being
fined.

The same goes for shoveling sidewalks.
I cannot believe how many people ignore
this responsibility. I sometimes see kids,
on their way to school, walking out into
the street on Rahway Avenue because the
people in Stoneleigh Park neglect to take
care of the sidewalks behind their homes.
They put up fences and leave it to others

to worry about.
Wake up people. Take responsibility

for your actions or non-actions. If not for
the interest of others, at least do it for self-
interest. Don’t wait for an insurance law-
suit.

In the spirit of the season, I thanked
God that my son wasn’t hurt, and then I
made sure I threw some extra salt on my
sidewalk.

Anthony Scaglione
Westfield

Merry Christmas Union
County Taxpayers

At the last Union County Freeholder
meeting, an ordinance was introduced which
simply stated “An ordinance fixing the
salaries of county officials and department
heads.” During public comment, I asked
who would be receiving raises and the
freeholder chairwoman refused to give any
details. She instead instructed me to place
an Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request
with the clerk.

At the end of the meeting I spoke out as
the Freeholders were leaving the dais,
“Did you not answer me because you are
ashamed of the raises? You should be.
You don’t deserve them”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood also asked
for the information during public comment
and was instructed to place an OPRA
request with the clerk. He stated he wanted
to see the ordinance before determining
“whether you deserve the raises.” He
later read the first part of his “Union
County Countdown to Disaster – 2007,”
which he reads each December to the
freeholders. He summed up a list of
lawsuits against the county, county tax
hikes, the use of county cars for non-work
activities and a photo opportunity for a
county freeholder candidate staged in front
of the county’s new Homeland Security
boat, as well as the many investigations
by both the State Attorney General’s and
federal U.S. Attorney’s offices.

Mr. Paterson said county government
continues to use “waste, mismanagement
and corruption” in its operations. After
obtaining the full text of the ordinance
through OPRA, it was confirmed that the
Freeholders, county manager and deputy
county manager will be receiving
retroactive pay raises. Which means they
are getting pay raises for the new year and
a Christmas bonus for the past year.

A Westfield Leader article quotes
county director of public information
Sebastian D’Elia as stating the raises place
the Union County freeholder salaries to
fourth highest among New Jersey’s 21
counties. However, documents obtained
by placing OPRA’s to all 20 counties
reveal Union County will now be the third
highest paid freeholder board behind
Essex and Hudson counties respectively.

The county director of public
information was also quoted as stating the
county has the “fourth or fifth” highest
population in the state. However,
according to 2006 census information on
all 21 counties posted on the New Jersey
State website, Union County has the
seventh highest population in the state.

Our county manager, who is State
Senator Raymond Lesniak’s nephew,
became a Union County employee when
two part-time positions were created for
him, deputy county manager and director
of economic development. He was
appointed to the county manager position
in 2001. Sen. Lesniak’s nephew is the
third highest paid county administrator in
the state behind Middlesex and Somerset
who do not employ deputy executives.
The Somerset County executive has been
a county employee for 37 years.

Freeholders are part-time positions.
They will now be paid $30,385 — an
increase of $885. The chairman will
earn $32,445 — an increase of 945 —
and the vice-chairman will receive
$31,415 — an increase of $915. The
county manager will now earn $163,831
— an increase of $6,301 and the deputy
county manager, $142,440 — an
increase of $4,817.

This Thursday, December 20, the Union
County freeholders will have the final
reading of the ordinance. They will then
allow public comment and most likely
vote 9-0 in favor. Merry Christmas
taxpayers.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Holiday Schedule
Announcement

The New Year’s newspaper edition
will be completed December 24 and
mailed Thursday, December 27. The
following week will be completed Mon-
day, December 31 and mailed Thurs-
day, January 3.

Our office is open Christmas week.
(closed December 25 and January 1).
Press days will be Monday, December
24 and Monday, December 31.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com


