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‘Tis the Season
To Indulge

InsideInsideInsideInsideInside

Satisfy your
taste buds with
holiday recipes.

20

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Monday, December 31, 7PM
Westfield High School

Tickets: $64, $32 in advance
$70, $40 at the door

FOR TICKETS: 
CALL 908 232 9400

EMAIL wso@westfieldsymphony.org
OR VISIT OUR TICKET OUTLETS

WORLD OF MUSIC: Summit
FASTFRAME: Quimby St. Westfield

MARTIN JEWELERS: Cranford
COMMERCE BANK in Westfield: 

560 North Ave. E. 

A celebration of Broadway classics 
featuring stars direct from the Broadway Stage

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

New Year’s Eve

2525
Silver Anniversary

Les Marmitons Rendezvous With
Café Monet at Kenilworth VFW
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

and DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH — A VFW hall isn’t
a place you would expect to find a five-
star, four-course duck feast overseen
by a French chef. With its knotty pine-
paneled walls, linoleum floor and stacks
of folding chairs along the wall, it
doesn’t have quite the same ambience
as a bistro.

But for the local chapter of a
gentlemen’s-only French-cooking club
known as Les Marmitons, the large
space in the kitchen is the main attrac-
tion.

With the same excitement as seen on
the faces of some men in a BMW
showroom, Les Marmitons Cranford
chapter president Bob Rial told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “Whether prepping or
sautéing, the large counter space in the
kitchen allows each individual to have
a working experience.”

And for Wes Sawi, the food is what
counts.

Mr. Sawi is owner and top chef at
Café Monet, located at 309 Millburn
Avenue in Millburn. For years, he and
his cousin ran Les Rendezvous, a tiny-
but-popular French restaurant on
Kenilworth Boulevard, not far from the
VFW. His cousin remained at Les Ren-
dezvous and continues to enjoy a thriv-
ing business today.

On November 27, Mr. Rial, along

with about 30 other members of Les
Marmitons (French for “chef’s help-
ers”), invited Mr. Sawi to oversee the
club’s cooking event, held each month
during the “cooking season” (Septem-
ber to May).

A typical Les Marmitons event in-
volves members taking turns inviting

an executive chef to oversee the
evening’s meal. The menu and recipes
are obtained with portions modified
based on the number of guests. The
members shop and deliver the food to
the VFW, where teams are assigned by
course and overseen by the executive
chef.

George Bennighoff, one of the key
organizers of the event, invited Mr.
Sawi. “George is a very good customer
of mine and asked if I’d be interested in
working with the group,” Chef Sawi
said.

He also noted that while it didn’t take
him long to agree to participate, he did

admit he was very nervous at his first
outing with the group. This was the
second time Mr. Sawi has overseen a
Les Marmitons event and noted, “These
guys are a terrific group and very good
to work with,” he said. “I was stunned.”

Many of the members present were
veterans of the International Cooking

Club, which originated in Europe and
was eventually brought to Montreal in
the late 1970s. More chapters were
eventually formed throughout Canada
with a few locations in the United States.

Cranford resident Ron Bevan told
the newspaper that it was JP Jobin who
started the New Jersey Chapter. Mr.
Bevan is a former Canadian resident
who worked for Jobin 20 years ago
while in the software-sales business.
He told the newspaper, “It was an un-
written law – if you worked for JP, you

SANTA’S HELPERS…Left to right,
Sam Sayed, Edgar Collado and Nadine
Allen, co-chairs of the Weichert of
Westfield’s 29th annual toy drive, dis-
play some of the items donated for
needy children thus far.

Weichert Collects Toys
For 29th-Annual Drive

WESTFIELD — The Weichert
Realtors office at 185 Elm Street in
Westfield has announced its 29th an-
nual toy drive for needy children in
Union County. Weichert is collecting
new, unwrapped toys for area chil-
dren over the next few weeks.

The office continues to raise money
to buy additional toys by hosting
fundraising luncheons in the office
during the holiday season.

The office held a Thanksgiving toy-
drive luncheon on November 14, or-
ganized and catered by all the male
associates in the Westfield office. The
men provided everything from tur-
key and stuffing to desserts, most of
which was homemade.

This year, the office hopes to ex-
ceed the 550 toys that it has received
in previous years. Community mem-
bers can drop off new, unwrapped
toys at the office or call the office at
(908) 654-7777 to have staff pick up
the toys from a donor’s home.
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Choral Art Society Hosts
Annual Messiah Sing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society (CAS) of New Jersey, a group
of avocational singers based out of
Westfield, hosted its annual commu-
nity sing of George Fredrich Handel’s
Messiah at the First United Method-
ist Church (FUMC) of Westfield last
Friday, December 7.

More than 40 community partici-
pants, ranging in ages from toddlers
to senior citizens, joined approxi-
mately two-dozen members of the
CAS to participate in the community
sing-a-long, an annual tradition.

Suzanne Beeny-Jones, president of
the CAS, told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that this was the first
time the society hosted its annual pro-
duction at the FUMC, having performed
at other local churches in past years.

James Little directed the produc-
tion, along with organist Trent
Johnson. Mr. Little is in his ninth
season as director of the CAS, having
directed eight performances of the
Messiah sing. He has served as the
organist and choirmaster of the Cal-
vary Episcopal Church in Summit
since 1993.

Mr. Johnson is the organist and
choir director for the FUMC, partici-
pating in his fifth production of Mes-
siah.

Written in 1742, Messiah is con-
sidered a sacred oratorio for soloists
and chorus and is traditionally per-
formed during the Christmas season.

Although the work was not per-
formed in its entirety, the group sung
the more well-known pieces, includ-

ing the famous Hallelujah Chorus.
Marybeth McFall, an organ accom-
panist for the society’s rehearsals,
explained that audience members
were seated according to their vocal
ranges, with sopranos, altos, tenors
and bases seated in specific sections.

The regal cathedral ceilings of the
English, Gothic-style sanctuary and
the church’s large pipe organs en-
hanced the reverberating echoes of
harmonies among the various vocal-
ists.

Two organs were used during the
performance, Mr. Johnson told The
Leader/Times – an Aeolian Skinner
organ, which was installed in the
church in 1959, and a Moller Antifinal
organ, installed in 1970, each ca-
pable of different sounds and effects
were played.

Combined, the two organs have
approximately 66 ranks or pipes, Mr.
Johnson said.

The CAS originated in 1962 and
currently has a membership of about
60 singers. The society performs
works dating from the Renaissance
to modern repertories.

Other recent, CAS performances
include Verdi’s Requiem, Bach’s St.
John’s Passion and works by Mozart
and Stravinsky.

The CAS will sponsor a winter
concert on Saturday, January 19, at 8
p.m. at the Calvary Episcopal Church
in Summit, with a production of Re-
joice in the Lamb by Benjamin Britten
and Carmina Burana by Carl Orff.

More information about the Cho-
ral Art Society can be found at
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org.
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HOLIDAY
SUPER SALE

UP TO 70% OFF

TAKE AN EXTRA
10% OFF

With This Coupon

*Classes Not Included

710 South Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.232.5445

ENTIRE INVENTORY ON SALE

JUST DUCKY...Chef Wes Sawi of Café Monet prepares pâté de foies de canard,
the first of a four-course duck feast at Les Marmitons’ cooking event at the
Kenilworth VFW on November 27.

All Photos by Linda B. Condrillo


