
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 13, 2007 Page 13

MILLER, GAB O’LEARY NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Seek
To Finish what They Started

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From 0-23 in 2004, 9-13 in 2005
and 14-10 in 2006 to 19-9 (tied for
most WHS wins) in 2007, the direc-
tion for this year’s Westfield High
School girls’ basketball team is in-
deed upward and the goal is to break
the 20-win threshold. The Blue Dev-
ils will be focusing on that goal,
among others with, senior co-cap-
tains and four-year starters Erin Miller
and Gab O’Leary.

Last year, the Blue Devils domi-
nated the Pepe/Levee Memorial Tour-
nament in Springfield for the second
straight year and defeated rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood twice during the
regular season. Receiving the top seed
for the Union County tournament,
the Lady Devils made it to the cham-
pionship game where they were de-
feated by the Raiders.

Miller, a forward, led the team in

scoring last year with 495 points to
bring her career total to 1,233, the all-
time WHS record. Whether driving to
the basket, drawing fouls or shooting
from long range, she was very effec-
tive and proved it by hitting 43 three-
pointers and sinking 148-of-211 (70
percent) from the line. But she also
was generous with 79 assists.

Miller, who had 105 rebounds, and
O’Leary, a point guard who scored
154 points and led the team in assists
with 94 (267 career), became the Blue
Devils’ “Wanted Poster” girls for theft
last year. Miller swiped 82, bringing
her career total to 248, while O’Leary
pilfered 80 to up her total to 154.

Junior Tara Handza, senior Steph
Slodyzcka (center), sophomore Ann
Knisely, filling in for sophomore
Diana Venezia who is recovering from
an injured ACL, and junior Keri
Pringle are expected to be the start-
ers. Tough under the basket, Venezia

rolled in 183 points, including 53-of-
81 (65 percent) from the line. She
also led the team with a WHS fresh-
man record 201 rebounds, breaking
Slodyzcka’s total of 179 set in the
2004-2005 season. Slodyzcka saw
limited time last year but had 51 points
and 41 rebounds.

“Stephanie is looking real good.
She is working real hard and has a lot
of energy,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Joe Marino said. “The nice thing about
this team is that they know the pro-
gram. They work hard. They know
how to win.”

Pringle had 118 rebounds, 26 steals
and 113 points, including 20 three-
pointers last year and Handza netted

JOHN BARNES, MATT SHAFFER NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Matmen Expecting
To Build Team for the Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores and freshmen com-
prised the vast majority of the
Westfield High School wrestling team
last season and, with only three jun-
iors and two seniors, the Blue Devils
managed to claim three District 11
champions and finish with a 10-10
record. One district champ returns,
junior John Barnes, who has joined
with senior Matt Shaffer as team cap-
tains to lead a young group of 26 to 29
matmen.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
unable to fill several weight classes
with personnel, although they had
good numbers on the team. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of the wrestlers
hovered around the middle weight
classes, leaving virtually no competi-
tors in the heavier weight classes and
just a few at the lower end of the scale
forcing them to forfeit an average of
five to six bouts per match – 25 to 30
team points. Some vacancies should
be filled this season but the Blue
Devils may not experience those gaps
to be filled until January.

“We are hoping to get a few more
football players out. We have no 103
pounder. I’m not going to have a 160-
pounder. We are not going to have a
215 pounder for a little while and we
are not going to have a heavyweight
for the first 30 days. That’s four right

there, three after Joe gets back. That’s
tough to make up,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

The heavyweight, Joe Kania, trans-
ferred from Bergen Catholic and
should be an asset in January.

Barnes, who placed third in Union
County Tournament, improved vastly
throughout the season last year to grab
the 119-lb. district title, put two state
qualifiers (Ben McNeil, Parsippany
Hills and Dan Conroy, Brearley) in
jeopardy in the Region 3 Tournament
and finished with a 26-9 record. Barnes
jumped up a class to 125 lbs.

“He is right where he needs to be.
He was wrestling great at the end of
the season. I think he was disap-
pointed in the fact that he had McNeil
pinned and did not get the call, and he
was beating Conroy, 7-3. I think that
left a little hunger. He dedicated him-
self this summer. He was in the weight
room all the time and he got in about
50-60 matches. His goal is to make it
down to the state tournament,” said
coach Kurz.

Shaffer, who missed the last half of
the season due to an injury, is expected
to compete at 140 lbs.

“He started rehabbing right after his
injury and he was able to start lifting
with us. He put in a nice summer. He
did a lot of wrestling. I think he’s
going to have a good year,” Kurz said.

Senior Andy Castrorao placed sec-

ond in the districts and finished 23-14
at 152 lbs. last year. He is expected to
compete at the same weight.

“Andy had over 20 wins. I would
expect that he is going to improve. If
he really starts opening up, he’s going
to take it to some kids,” said Kurz.

Junior Sam Reichbach finished 16-
16 at 140 lbs. last year. He will drop
to 135 lbs. this season.

“Sam is going to turn some heads.
Technically, he is as good as anybody
we have in the room right now. We
just need to work on some match
smarts and a little confidence,” com-
mented Kurz.

Freshman Christian Barber may
have some success at 119 lbs.

“I’m not going to be surprised to
see if he has a good year because he
went to camp with us and won a lot of
matches. He’s not coming in like your
typical freshman,” said Kurz.

Presently, others who should help
the team are: juniors Wendel
Hammond (130 lbs.), Nick DeFreitas
(119 lbs.), Pat Younger (119/125 lbs.),
Joe Panarese (125-lbs.), Bill Kim (171
lbs.) and Zach Frantz (189 lbs.). Jay
Yengling will compete at 112-lbs.

“My expectation is that we put our-
selves in a good position to qualify for
the sectionals next year,” said coach
Kurz. “We just want to keep getting
better. This is a junior dominated group
so we are building for the future.”

David B. Corbin (Region 3, 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Junior co-captain John Barnes, left, who was a District 11 champ at
119-lbs last year, has moved up to 125-lbs and expects an even more successful season this year.

Local Athletes Make
All-UC, All-NJ/Group
Westfield High School’s Lacy

Cummings has been selected to The
Star-Ledger All-State Third Team in
gymnastics. Cummings was listed in
the top five in the all-around, vault,
balance beam and floor exercise in
North Jersey, Section 2 and team-
mate was listed in the top five for all-
around, uneven bars and beam.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Cathy Harley was named to the All-
UC First Team in girls cross-country,
while teammates Brittney Veeck and
Cassy Valdes, along with Blue Devil
Aileen Grogan made the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Blue Devils Rose Driscoll
and Bridget Grogan made the All-UC
Third Team. Raider Pat Doliber was
named All-UC Runner of the Year in
boys cross-country, while Blue Devils
Evan Friedman and Alex Tarlow also
made the All-UC First Team. Raiders
Martin Sweeney and Dan Sapienza
made the All-UC Second Team and
Raider Mike Ragan, along with Blue
Devils Julian Applebaum and Brendan
Berkowitz, made the All-UC Third
Team. Jack Martin’s Blue Devil boys
were named UC Team of the Year.

Blue Devil Augustina Healy was
named to the Third Team All-Union
County in field hockey.

Kopnicki Receives
All-America Honors
EWING – The College of New

Jersey’s (TCNJ) department of ath-
letics honored the 31 student-ath-
letes who combined to earn 46 All-
America citations, while compet-
ing for TCNJ, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8. Brian Kopnicki of Scotch
Plains received honors in men’s
cross-country for placing 21st at
the NCAA Championships and in
men’s indoor track and field for
placing seventh in one-mile run
and seventh in distance medley re-
lay at the 2007 NCAA’s.

116 points and 30 assists and had 21
steals.

Another positive is that there is a lot
of depth and talent in the reserve play-
ers. Junior Cyndl Matthew, sopho-
mores Charlotte O’Leary, Amanda
Markowski, Maria Niemiera and
Nicole Aronson, and freshman Katie
Ponce will give the starters a rest and
keep pressure on the opponents.

“We have a nice bunch to come off
the bench if I need to,” coach Marino
said.

Since the Blue Devils made it to the
finals of the Union County Tourna-
ment and qualified for the state
sectionals, falling to Watchung Hills
in the quarterfinals, the task would be
to step up another notch and fend off
all competition.

“We are looking to have a really
good season,” coach Marino said. “We
know everyone is going to gun for us.
We are looking to win 21 games, be
competitive in the county and be com-
petitive in the states. The girls are
confident. In their minds, they feel
that they started something last year.
Now they have to finish it.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-YEAR STARTERS AND CO-CAPTAINS…Seniors Gab O’Leary, left,
and Erin Miller hope to lead the Blue Devil girls to 20+ victories this season.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Westfield

Westfield

Fanwood
Charming 4 bedroom. 1.1 bath colonial on huge lot.  Formal
dining room with fireplace, family room, deck.  Call for details.
WSF0710

Traditional Ch colonial set high on a knoll.  Great 2 story
addition, fireplace, 2 zone heat & air.  Lovely street.  Call
for info.  WSF0839

Storybook setting, charming colonial.  4 bedrooms, living
room fireplace, formal dining room, spacious eat-in kitchen
& more.  WSF0333

Immaculate colonial.  Updated kitchen and baths, formal din-
ing room, family room, living room fireplace and much more.
WSF0605

Mountainside
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$599,000

$809,900 $949,000

$457,900 Westfield
Newly renovated 4 bedroom, 2 bath custom cape.  Move-
in condition with new roof, siding, windows, kitchen,
baths, heat & cac.  WSF0932

$639,000

Westfield
Beautiful custom colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, eat-in
kitchen, family room fireplace, rec room and exercise room.
WSF0962

$1,075,000

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.


