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take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at UCC

Get a jump on your 
Spring Semester 
by Enrolling in a 
Winter Course 
at UCC.

Winter Session 
classes begin 
Wednesday, December 26, 2007.

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

LIGHTENING THE MOOD...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students
entertained the crowd at Fanwood’s annual tree-lighting ceremony December 2
at the North Avenue train station.  Instrumental musicians Joe Schiavo and Jon
Kosenick and members of the Select Chorus treated attendees to the sounds of the
holiday season. The high-school music department will hold its annual Holiday
Choral Concert on Wednesday, December 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium.

Redeemer School to Open
A Second Kindergarten

I SECOND THAT...Redeemer Lutheran students play in the classroom that will
be used for a second kindergarten in the fall of 2008.

WESTFIELD – Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
open a second kindergarten class dur-
ing the 2008-2009 school year.

Redeemer currently features pro-
grams for children age 3 through grade
6 and an extended-morning kinder-
garten program with the option of an
afternoon academic-enrichment class.

Preschool and kindergarten stu-
dents have the option of staying for
Lunch Bunch and the wrap-around
extended care, which is available from
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

In addition to language arts, math,
science and social studies, both kin-
dergarten programs will employ regu-
lar “specials,” including Spanish,
music, art, physical education and
computers.

Redeemer offers intentionally small
classes and a Christian-based curricu-
lum taught by certified teachers. Both
the Middle States Commission and
the National Lutheran Schools Asso-
ciation accredit Redeemer. The State
of New Jersey licenses the preschool.

Redeemer provides before- and
after-school extended care, instru-
mental music lessons (through the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts),
swimming and kids’ clubs that offer
learning and activities in areas such
as first-aid training, archery, cook-
ing, dance and fashion design.

Registration, done on a “first-come”
basis, will begin on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 2. Parents of prospective students
should call (908) 232-1592 for an
appointment for a personalized tour
and to meet with the staff.

ON DISPLAY…For two weeks in late November, the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries exhibited local students’ schoolwork. The displays included essays, math
assignments, science projects and artwork, and showcased the range and talent of
the students. Pictured above, at the Scotch Plains Public Library, is St. Bartholomew
Academy fourth grader Lauren Kaminskas.

THESE SCOUTS HAVE DRIVE…Holy Trinity Interparochial School of
Westfield’s fourth-grade Webelos collected a record 856 bags of clothing for the
Home and School Association’s annual clothing drive.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Projects Over Holiday
Breaks: Ethical or Cruel?

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If one was to define the word
“break,” some of the following terms
would most likely pop up – relax-
ation, no school/work, family time
and happiness.

According to dictionary.com, a
break (n.) is “a short vacation, or a
period of time taken out of one’s
professional activity in order to do
something else.”

Without these occasional fragments
of paradise, the world would be bat-
tling constant feelings of stress, which
is why breaks are extremely neces-
sary and wholeheartedly looked for-
ward to.

That is, if they can live up to their
positive name, which is determined
completely by our bosses and teach-
ers who have the power to either say,
“have a nice holiday, everyone,” or
“I expect to see excellence in your
projects due the day we get back.”

Disheartening situations are as-
pects of life that we all have to face
eventually. Although difficult to be-
lieve, they impact us to such a high
extent that after the fact, we feel
compelled to share our feelings re-
garding that situation with the world.

A perfect example of such a con-
dition was my life just a few weeks
ago. It was Thanksgiving break – the
four greatly anticipated days craved
by myself and all of WHS students,
bound to be miserably destructed by
a heavily weighted project that ended
up taking numerous lingering hours
to complete.

It is safe to say that from Novem-
ber 22 to 25, I became better ac-
quainted with my English binder than
I ever imagined possible. This project
was not just an essay. It was not one
of those creative dioramas you could
have fun constructing with some col-
orful model magic and a shoebox.

It entailed four researchers, mu-
sic, food, dressing up and was topped
off with barely understandable di-
rections.

Inconveniencing my mother, who
needed to venture off on the most
popular shopping weekend of the
year to purchase special ingredients
for a medieval dessert, and myself
with a workload 10 stories above my
head was not the only unfortunate
event in this series. Bothering my
fellow three group members, all of
whom were visiting family outside
of the state, was mandatory.

We worked through squinted eyes
during the brightness of those days

and continued with our duties while
listening to a choir of yawns, as we
worked in the blackness of night.

The phrase, “I feel like I’m in
jail,” was stated numerous times, yet
we knew that if we wanted to achieve
a fulfilling grade with this particular
teacher, anything less than our best
effort would not land anywhere
within the vicinity of his standards.

Posters were created, intense re-
search was done, nine-page assign-
ments were written, sketches were
drawn, food was prepared, attire was
chosen, music was recorded and
burned onto a CD…but our “break”
was over.

As I reflect on it now, a few basic
changes in the situation could have
made the Thanksgiving experience
for many other sophomores much
more rewarding.

Although we were provided with
a warning that we would have such
an assignment a few weeks in ad-
vance, with absolutely no discus-
sion regarding how we should go
about completing it until the very
last minute, giving ourselves an early
start was not exactly an option.

Also, the fact that work was dis-
tributed to research groups and not
to solely one person made formulat-
ing meeting times and locations very
disconcerting, especially on a holi-
day weekend when most families
travel.

Cramming an excessive amount
of requirements, which would prob-
ably take around three weeks to fin-
ish if administered fairly, into four
days was equivalent to being locked
inside of a dark, dismal room on a
beautiful day and never stopping
once to see the light.

Everyone knows that the “p” word
is a dreaded, yet unavoidable com-
ponent of growing up, and I have
come to realize that as my fellow
peers and I climb higher and higher
on the ladder of our school careers,
projects become more and more sec-
ond nature.

Although necessary for solidify-
ing our education in a different form
than a test or quiz, projects should
not consume our entire lives and
deprive us of the holiday family time,
relaxation and happiness that we so
passionately yearn for.

The phrase “school projects over
holiday vacations” would sit flaw-
lessly in the position of the former
Kit Kat slogan and have a million
voices singing, “Give me a break!”

Alexa is a sophomore at WHS.

CONTACT We Care
Seeks New Directors

WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour telephone crisis
hotline based in Westfield is seeking
interested volunteers to serve on the
non-profit organization’s board of di-
rectors. Board members serve as am-
bassadors for the organization, set policy
and raise financial support.

Serving as Union County’s “mental
health rescue squad” since 1975, CON-
TACT provides active, empathetic,
nonjudgmental listening to callers who
are lonely, depressed, stressed or sui-
cidal. Highly trained volunteers pro-
vide anonymous, confidential crisis
intervention, reassurance, support, and
information and referrals on commu-
nity resources to callers throughout
New Jersey.

CONTACT We Care’s board of di-
rectors seeks individuals with expertise
in finance, fundraising, leadership and
governance, and mental health services
to serve as trustees. New nominees will
be presented to the full membership of
the organization at its annual meeting
in March 2008.

The committee also seeks new
members for board committees, par-
ticularly those with special skills or
interests in resource development,
volunteer management and public re-
lations. Committee membership may
be an alternative to, as well as prepa-
ration for, full membership on the
board of trustees.

CONTACT We Care is one of 53
crisis centers affiliated with CONTACT
USA, the American arm of Lifeline
International, an international network
of crisis hotlines. It also is part of the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
(1-800-273-TALK and 1-800-SUI-
CIDE).

The United Way provides core finan-
cial support for CONTACT, along with
numerous private foundations,
churches, civic groups, corporations
and individuals.

Members of the public interested in
serving on the board or one of its com-
mittees are invited to call Executive
Director David Owens at (908) 301-
1899 to discuss the opportunity.

Christiana Gipson
Graduates Boston U.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston

University awarded academic de-
grees to 1,560 students in Septem-
ber 2007.

Among the graduates, Scotch
Plains’ Christiana Gipson received
a Master of Criminal Justice de-
gree.


