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Post Office Moves to 24-Hr.
Unmanned Virtual Kiosks

What is Town Doing about Corner of
Fourth Avenue and South Chestnut?

NEWARK – To assist in the deliv-
ery of 20 billion cards, letters and
packages being mailed during the
holiday season between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, the US Postal
Service is introducing Automated
Postal Center (APC) kiosks with 24/
7 access in certain post office lobbies.

In this area, Westfield, Rahway and
Summit have APCs, but only Summit
and Rahway are open 24/7.

APCs are interactive kiosks, which
are unmanned, automated machines
that accept credit or debit cards from
consumers purchasing stamps and
mailing packages.

New Jersey has 33 APCs with 24/7
access. The 33 locations include:
Paramus, Ridgewood, Parsippany,
West Caldwell, Newark Main Post
Office, Summit, Rahway, South
Plainfield, Edison, Kilmer Lobby in

Edison, East Brunswick, Kendall
Park, Old Bridge, Somerset,
Hillsboro, Plainsboro, Middletown,
Englishtown, Howell, Mercerville,
USPS Trenton Processing and Distri-
bution Center lobby in Hamilton
Township, Toms River, Jackson,
Brick, Lakehurst, Bayville, Voorhees,
Medford, Cherry Hill, Bellmawr
Branch, Mt. Laurel, Maple Shade,
and Cinnaminson.

For more information and to locate
an APC, visit usps.com, select “Lo-
cate a Post Office” and follow the
prompts.

An independent federal agency, the
U.S. Postal Service is the only deliv-
ery service that visits every address in
the nation, 146 million homes and
businesses, six days a week. It has
37,000 retail locations and relies on
the sale of postage, products and ser-
vices to pay for operating expenses,
not tax dollars. The Postal Service
has annual revenues of $73 billion
and delivers nearly half the world’s
mail.

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and town council members

*****
There has been a car accident at the

corner of Fourth Avenue and South Chest-
nut Street. There was a collision of two
cars at this intersection forcing one of the
cars up and on to our property on Tues-
day, November 27 at 9 a.m. This car
drove up on to the lawn just missing a
large oak tree and uprooting a small tree.

What if my children had been playing
on the front lawn? What if other children
had been walking along the front of our
property going to the park or walking a
dog? Does there have to be a serious
injury to a child or adult to address the
hazardous condition? The town is re-
sponsible.

A driver on Fourth Avenue heading

towards South Chestnut (and from the
other direction) must creep out so far into
the intersection to see around the com-
muters’ parked cars, accidents are inevi-
table such as the one that happened on
Tuesday. Driver visibility is greatly re-
duced due to the commuters’ parked cars.
The commuters’ parked cars also create
street congestion and an extremely haz-
ardous situation for residents trying to
drive and back out of their own drive-
ways.

What is the town going to do about this
hazardous situation? We want a plan of
action. It upsets us greatly to think what
could have happened on Tuesday if chil-
dren had been playing on the lawn. What
is going to be done?

Colleen Meacock
Westfield

Westfielder Complains of Capital One
Credit Card Practices to Chairman

Dear Chairman Rich Fairbank, Capital
One Bank:

Long experience has suggested to me
that there is literally one chance in a
million that this letter will arrive at your
desk. Common sense tells me that you
are, presently, receiving probably a mil-
lion similar letters. However I will write
as though you, indeed, were reading it and
not one of your many interceptors.

And, of course, as so many others no
doubt have already done, I’m writing
about your opprobrious increase in the
APR rate of my Capital One credit card.
Frankly, Chairman Fairbank, I would
understand and sympathize with it were I
a poor customer or one with a spotty
history with your organization. But the
very opposite would seem to be the case.
I have never missed a payment, been over
my line, paid only the minimum, or even
been late on a payment. As a matter fact
I have always been what is called, “an
early payer.” Yet you have seen fit to

more or less punish me for my excellent
history as a cardholder. And it is, I’m
afraid, thoroughly beyond my powers of
comprehension.

When I have called your representa-
tives about the matter I am directed, usu-
ally, to someone almost a world, geo-
graphically, away, who, pedantically read-
ing from a script, repeats endlessly a
ritornello about Capital One’s needs in
this regard.

Unfortunately, sir, I have my own
needs; and will not accept the liability for
yours. Therefore, Chairman Fairbank,
unless the APR on my account is imme-
diately returned to at least its former
numbers, would you be good enough to
have one of your staff inform me by
return mail of the payoff balance on my
card in order that I may reduce, in one
payment, that balance to zero; and after
which close my account with your orga-
nization.

I do appreciate, sir, your company’s
stated need in increasing across the board
millions of these APRs. Perhaps you will
use that income to instigate a training
program aimed at inducing some of your
representatives to, at least, memorize their
scripts. But I do fear, sir, you will do so
without my few dollars.

Ira Lewis
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Lewis, a playwright
on Broadway and Hollywood, penned
this elegant complaint. We note he is now
paying with cash at local establishments.

Gary Kehler, One of the
Greatest Men I Ever Knew

Westfielder Hopes ‘One Faith’ Does
Not Become ‘The Faith’ for Country

Last week Westfield lost a legend. Gary
Kehler served the Westfield Public
Schools with outstanding ability and in-
tegrity for 36 years as a teacher, coach and
athletic director. He is a legend not only in
our school district, but also in the entire
state.

He is considered one of New Jersey’s
greatest coaches, with an impressive ca-
reer spanning decades as Westfield High
School’s highly successful football, wres-
tling and golf coach. Numerous State
titles and hundreds of victories later, Gary
remained both humble and humorous. He
was a role model to more than a thousand
student athletes and to the many adult
lives that he touched, always caring for
each individual.

In 1994, the year after he retired as
athletic director of the Westfield Public
Schools, the high school stadium was
named in his honor. That same year, he
became the first inductee in the Westfield
Hall of Fame. He joined us in October
2005, despite his failing health, to com-
memorate the opening of the synthetic
turf field and new track at the stadium of
his namesake.

Mr. Kehler is still revered today. On
Thanksgiving Day, the captains of the
Blue Devils football team brought him a
football that they and their teammates
signed for him. The legendary coach was
too ill that day to attend Westfield High
School’s victory over Plainfield, which
marked the 25th anniversary of his final
coaching game.

During the next few weeks on Blue
Devils TV36, our high school students
will once again broadcast their interview
with Gary Kehler that took place in Sep-
tember 2007. The Blue Devil News broad-
cast will also include some highlights
from Mr. Kehler’s participation in dis-
trict events.

We are grateful that we have these
lasting memories of Coach Kehler, who
gave so much to our school district and
our community. Perhaps current Westfield
High School Athletic Director, Ed
Tranchina, who was hired by Gary as a
football coach in 1985, sums it up best,
“Gary was one of the greatest men I ever
knew.”

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent Westfield Schools

Simons, former Westfielder,
Named Ambassador to Chile

The unfortunate introduction of reli-
gion into politics brings to mind the words
of Thomas Jefferson in “A Bill for Estab-
lishing Religious Freedom” which he
wrote for Virginia.

“… the proscribing any citizen as un-
worthy the public confidence by laying
upon him an incapacity of being called to
office of trust and emolument, unless he
profess or renounce this or that religious
opinion, is depriving him injuriously of
those privileges and advantages to which,
in common with his fellow citizens, he
has a natural right; that it tends also to
corrupt the principles of that very religion
it is meant to encourage, by bribing, with
monopoly of worldly honors and emolu-
ments, those who will externally profess
and confirm to it….’

A religious litmus test for office may
cause to be excluded candidates of high
quality who happen to profess a religious
belief different from those people admin-
istering the test. They may be required on
peril of losing a nomination for office or
the election for office to state a religious
belief not fully their own in order to win
approval. What citizen, fearing religious
condemnation, will venture to enter poli-
tics? What public agenda is hidden or lost
in the attempt to place faith at the center
of public discourse?

As a political system we are now in
waters corrosive of religious liberty and
freedom when proof of faith or of a par-

ticular faith becomes the central substan-
tial requirement for political office. Whose
faith is the “correct” faith? History is
replete with wars fought over this or that
faith as Jefferson noted. Are proponents
of faith to exclude people who have no
faith or who keep the profession of their
faith a private matter between themselves
and God?

I hope that traditional American toler-
ance for difference will maintain itself
and that one faith does not become the
faith of the country.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

SANTIAGO, CHILE — Paul
Simons, son of Gertrude Simons of
Westfield, was sworn in on Novem-
ber 9 as the United States Ambassa-
dor to the Republic of Chile.

A career foreign service officer,
Simons served in a variety of domes-
tic and overseas positions
during his twenty-five year
career with the Department
of State. Most recently, he
served as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for En-
ergy, Sanctions and Com-
modities, coordinating
U.S. energy diplomacy ini-
tiatives worldwide. Previ-
ously, as Acting Assistant
Secretary of State for In-
ternational Narcotics and
Law Enforcement Affairs, he man-
aged more than $1 billion in annual
foreign assistance resources support-
ing U.S. international drug control
and police training programs world-
wide.

As Deputy Chief of Mission at the
U.S. Embassy in Israel, Director of
the Peace Process Office in the Bu-
reau of Near Eastern Affairs, and
member of the Secretary of State’s
policy planning staff, Ambassador
Simons was involved in a range of

bilateral and multilateral Arab/Israeli
peace negotiations over the previous
decade. He led discussions on eco-
nomic and water cooperation issues.

From 1992 to 1996, Simons served
as Economic Counselor at the U.S.
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador. As inter-

national economist at the
Treasury Department, he
managed official debt
restructurings and financial
policy issues with devel-
oping countries. Earlier in
his career, he served abroad
at U.S. embassies in
Malawi and Colombia.

Before joining the State
Department, Simons
served as Assistant Vice
President for international

corporate lending at a New York based
commercial bank.

Simons received a B.A. degree from
Yale University and an M.B.A. in
Finance from New York University.
He grew up in Westfield and gradu-
ated from Holy Trinity Elementary
School and Union Catholic High
School. He is married to Victoria
Cardenas Simons, an official at the
World Bank and has two daughters
ages 11 and 14. He speaks Spanish
and French.

Paul Simons

Reading is Good

 for You

goleader.com/subscribe

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE

Help People with
Simple Tutoring

AREA — If you like to help people,
join Community Access Unlimited  tu-
tor those needing reading skills to apply
for jobs, shop, fill out applications and
lead productive lives as independent
adults.

If you have one hour a week to spare,
please contact Debra at (908) 354-3040
extension 369.

To get your club’s
activities known, see

goleader.com/organizations Wine Tasting Sat. Dec. 15th 3-5pm
GiftGiftGiftGiftGift

BaskBaskBaskBaskBasketsetsetsetsets
Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping Easy!

Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Please Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask Us
About OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout Our

Winter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter Wine
ClassesClassesClassesClassesClasses

There isn’t much good red wine coming out of
Germany.  They make little red there, and drink most
of the good ones themselves.  There aren’t many good
pinot noirs under $20.00, because the grape is just too
difficult to grow to do it cheaply.  So a German Pinot
Noir at this price is a small miracle.  Delicate cherry

fruit and good mineral notes are highlighted by
Christmas spice hints and a touch of cola.  This is far

better than the price suggests.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 12/19/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $18.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Dopff & Irion

Gewurztraminer
$ 18.99

Chateau de Ribebon
Bordeaux Superieur

2005  $14.99

Coopers Creek
Unoaked Chardonnay

$13.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Alsace has become, too
often, an after-thought in

the American wine business.
It remains, however, not just

the home of distinctive
wines, but also the single
best spot in the world for
Gewurztraminer.  This has

all the classic peach and nut
notes with a unique earthy
quality.  A lot of folks like

this best with turkey, but we
think it’s even better with

ham.  Decant it for 30
minutes.

There are hundreds of
inexpensive and highly

mediocre Bordeaux on the
market.  You can find stacks at

any wine/grocery store near
you.  Real quality, that at a

good price from a great
vintage, is rare.  60% merlot,
30% cabernet sauvignon and

10% cabernet franc, this is
balanced and elegant.

Wonderful cherry, cassis and
blackberry fruit.  The tannins

are light, but the structure
works well enough for roast

beef.  Sip or carve the meat, it
works both ways.

Gisborne is on the eastern
most part of the North Island

of New Zealand.  Since it
extends into the sea, it has a
great climate for chardonnay.
This is clean but deep in fruit

and creamy from extended lees
contact.  Peach and apricot,

pear and apple, this wine has
flavors to go with all kinds of

fish and chicken dishes.

Latitude 50 Pinot Noir  $14.99


