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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
RUDOLPH RESTS...There were no reindeer, but Santa was still able to see children this past Saturday. A 12-car NJ Transit
train picked up children, parents and grandparents in Westfield for a ride to Raritan and back with Santa Claus. Santa
walked through the train with a group of elves and train volunteers handing out candy canes and taking pictures with riders.
The promise of the two-hour trip filled the entire platform with people waiting for Santa to arrive.

TREES FOR TRIMMING…The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is holding its annual
Christmas tree sale through December 23 at the Elm Street field. Proceeds support
programs like the Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union County, which raises food
for the hungry. Pictured, from left to right, are: Master Gardener Fred Taylor,
assisting with the tree sale; Y’s Men’s Club President Tom Baker, Paul Zimmerman
of the Y’s Men and Ryan Baker, Mr. Baker’s son. See story on page 8.

RECOGNITION…In April 2006, former Westfield
High School coach and athletic director Gary Kehler,
left, stands with athletic director Ed Tranchina,
center, and Boosters president Vince Wilt by two
plaques commemorating Mr. Kehler’s career.

Westfield Legend Gary Kehler
Dies; Coach Was ‘One of a Kind’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – “There is nowhere
big enough for this funeral to house all
of the people whohe touched,” said
current Westfield High School
(WHS) baseball coach Bob
Brewster of Gary Kehler, the leg-
endary WHS football, wrestling and
golf coach who died last Friday, De-
cember 9, at the age of 76 at Over-
look Hospital in Summit, after four
years of fighting stomach cancer.
His funeral will be held tomorrow,
December 14, at 11 a.m. at the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Kehler was “an inspiration to
us all,” said WHS Athletic Director
Edward Tranchina, and, above all, “a
legend” in both athletics and per-
sona, a unanimous statement among
past coaches and players who spoke
to The Westfield Leader about him.
“There’s an empty feeling without
him,” said one of Mr. Kehler’s former
athletes, Owen Brand, who gradu-
ated from WHS in 1977.

Coach George Kapner, who
coached boys’ soccer and girls’ bas-
ketball during Mr. Kehler’s time at
the high school, recalled: “There are

no words to describe it…when I en-
tered the world of Westfield athletics
[in 1975], I walked into something
magical; there was something special

going on. You couldn’t help but no-
tice this presence — not even a per-
son, but a presence — which I later
found out was Gary Kehler.”

In athletics, “his coaching record was
phenomenal,” said Mr. Tranchina, and
it is due to this success in athletics that
Mr. Kehler rose to national fame. His

achievements include a winning
streak of 48 games (a state record at
the time) and just 10 defeats during
his first 14 seasons coaching foot-
ball, starting in 1961. In Mr. Kehler’s
seasons coaching Westfield foot-
ball, from 1961 until 1982, the team
amassed a 172-26-7 record. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Kehler became the first
inductee in the Westfield Hall of
Fame in 1994 and is a member of the
National Football Hall of Fame
“Walk of Champions.”

[For more on the athletic achieve-
ments of Mr. Kehler, see “Devil’s
Den” in sports on page 11.]

The 1977 team Mr. Kehler
coached is particularly notewor-
thy. The Courier-News wrote that it
was “the best high-school football
team New Jersey ever produced.”

Mr. Brewster, who knew Mr.
Kehler both as a player on his team

and, later, as a co-football coach from
1974 to 1993, explained further, “In
1977, we played in the Meadowlands,
and 33,000 people came out — the
largest football crowd ever in New Jer-
sey (for a high-school football game)
— and he just ran the whole show. He
was unbelievable.”

Maggie McFadden, former WHS
softball andfield hockey coach, said,
“I go places and say I’m from Westfield,
and they say, ‘Oh, they have that great
football program with Gary Kehler
there,’” she said. “He’s a legend.”

Mr. Kehler was “the most outstand-
ing coach I ever saw,” said Bob
Brewster, Sr., the parent of four WHS
athletes who played under Mr. Kehler.

“He had a well-trained team in a
system that averaged three-plus yards
a play and thus scored virtually every
time it had the ball,” said Lee Hale,
the Westfield Hall of Fame president
who worked with Mr. Kehler for years.

“Kehler brought a series of ‘extra
edges’ to coaching that made him the
top coach in New Jersey in the last
100 years. He had the biggest impact
of anybody in putting Westfield on a
pedestal. He was a giant,” Hale said.

CF, WF Residents Hire
Lawyer to Oppose Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Opponents of a
proposed 130-foot-high cell tower
have hired an attorney to fight the
proposal, which would be situated at
the Cranford Swim Club. Testimony
on the application, which the Union
County freeholder
board also op-
poses, continued
Monday night at a
special meeting of
the Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Ad-
justment.

New York
SMSA Limited
Partnership seeks
height and setback
variances.

During the
Cranford zoning
board’s meeting in
October, the
applicant’s attor-
ney, Gregory
Meese, said the
county did not
voice concerns
over the proposal
to SMSA.

On Monday night, First Deputy
County Counsel Norman Albert, also
a Cranford resident, stood on the side-
lines to wait to question the testimo-
nies heard that evening.

About 90 Cranford and Westfield
residents opposed to the tower have
hired their own attorney, John
Schmidt. He said he plans to bring in
his own professional planner and

radiofrequency consultant to testify
before the board.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa, tes-
tifying for the applicant, said that due
to an order adopted October 2, cell-
phone carriers must have an eight-
hour battery backup at the tower’s
equipment shelter. Verizon has a gen-

erator; thereby, this
order does not ap-
ply to them, he
said.

However, Mr.
Suppa said, the
other carriers that
plan to go on the
tower – Sprint,
Omnipoint and
Cingular – only
have about a two-
to three-hour
backup. They are
looking into the
eight-hour back up
to comply with
regulations. Mr.
Suppa said the
shelter would have
no increase in size
for the new batter-
ies.

Mr. Meese also introduced Glenn
Pierson, a radiofrequency design and
engineering consultant. He presented
topography maps of each carrier’s
coverage area and the increase in
coverage the proposed tower would
bring.

Displaying cell-phone coverage
maps, he testified that on average,
each carrier has a gap in coverage
from Springfield Avenue to
Kenilworth Boulevard, the Chippewa
Road neighborhood and from Spring-
field Avenue to Gallows Hill Road to
the south.

Mr. Pierson’s maps of one carrier

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?...Gregg
Pierson presents topography maps of
cell-phone coverage for the proposed
tower at the Cranford Swim Club to
the Cranford board of adjustment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Board Approves Buontempo,
Ward Plans with Conditions

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of adjustment dealt primarily with
two issues Monday night: ongoing
concerns at the Savannah assisting
construction site on Prospect Avenue
and plans for the Buontempo prop-
erty on South Avenue. The board ap-
proved ordinances with specific stipu-
lations for both cases.

The Ward application was two-fold,

seeking both permission to extend a
variance approval to allow two trailers
to remain on a separate property from
the construction site and retain signage
not originally granted by the variance
at the properties on 201 and 215 Pros-
pect Street. Cranford attorney Phillip
Krevsky represented James Ward and
Josephine Ward-Gallagher.

Mr. Ward said he sought to keep
two trailers on a separate property,
one a sales trailer and one for con-
struction-related purposes. He said
the construction trailer should be gone
“by the end of February or the begin-
ning of March.”

Sales must be on a separate prop-
erty, according to Mr. Ward, because
“we are still installing electric lines
on the site” and customers cannot
safely tour the units.

Board member Robert Burslem asked,
“If the project is going to be finished in
March, couldn’t the sales effort be moved
inside the building then?”

Mr. Ward said sales need to be
conducted in a showroom-style set-
ting, not a single model unit.

Board members agreed. Board
Chairman William Heinbokel said,
“The sales trailer on a separate prop-
erty is probably a good thing,” espe-
cially because “danger still exists
currently” on the construction site.
“We don’t want to put the public in a
dangerous situation,” he said.

The board decided to put a cap on
the amount of time the trailer could

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
WE GET AROUND…Children’s Specialized Hopsital in Mountainside commemo-
rated a $40,000 donation from Wal-Mart Stores on Tuesday. The hospital used the
donation towards the purchase of a transportation van (above) for the Friday Night
Fever program (recreational events for teens ages 13 to 21 with disabilities) and $4,000
in gift cards for needy families utilizing the state’s Early Intervention Program.
Above, left to right, are Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley (LD-32), Wal-Mart representative Jennifer Hoehn, Friday
Night Fever participant Lynne Ganley and Senator Raymond Lesniak (LD-20).

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA)
Local No. 30 is conducting its 11th annual holiday food drive for needy residents,
accepting non-perishable food items at its fire headquarters. See release on page 10.

Mountainside Board of Ed.,
MEA Continue Negotiations

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education will meet with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) next Tuesday to further nego-
tiate a contract after formally agree-
ing to binding arbitration on Tuesday.

“We have fixed the language for
binding arbitration like they have
asked,” BOE President John Perrin
said at Tuesday’s BOE meeting.

The MEA’s last contract, a three-
year deal, expired June 30.

MEA Thomas Predale, MEA chief
negotiator, submitted an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request to ascer-
tain the amount the BOE paid its law-
yer. The BOE said it had spent $17,714
on a labor attorney during negotiations.

Mr. Perrin said labor expenses are
“factored in” to a typical annual bud-
get. “Already, we have spent 18-per-
cent less than we have in previous
years, and those negotiators went on
into late winter and early spring.”

Mr. Perrin said the MEA spent
$90,849 on union dues for “similar

services.”
Responding, BOE member Car-

mine Venes said, “Excuse me, but the
MEA’s union dues also include pro-
fessional development, negotiators
salaries, teachers’ conventions and
other projects.”

The BOE announced the
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) has accepted funds from the
Watts Foundation to sponsor a New
Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
arts program for borough students.

The program will sponsor an artist-
in-residence to work with first and
sixth graders. The first graders will
learn visual art, and the sixth graders
will study performance-based art. The
entire program costs $31,000.

“This is a great project, and we are
very happy to have the funds for this
program,” said Lisa Grossi, co-presi-
dent of the MEF.

“Higher-performing schools sup-
port the arts and encourage these types
of programs,” Mr. Perrin added.

The BOE also announced it had
filled all teachers positions.

Fire Damages SPF
Bleachers, Scorches
Storage Container

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Leader and The Fanscotian

SCOTCH PLAINS — A fire
broke out underneath the football-
field bleachers at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
on Saturday, December 2, melting
a hole through the aluminum stands
and damaging an athletic-equip-
ment storage container and its con-
tents.

According to Detective Lieuten-
ant Brian Donnelley of the Scotch
Plains Police Department, emer-
gency dispatchers received a 9-1-1
call at 2:30 p.m. from a jogger at the
high-school track. The fire, Lt.
Donnelley said, originated from two
plastic trash barrels that were un-
derneath the closed bleachers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR READERS... After months of remodeling, the Westfield Memorial Library
hosted a grand reopening on Sunday afternoon. See additional photos on page 10.

Westfield Board of Adjustment
Approves Cacciola Condo Complex

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of adjustment, at a special meeting on
Tuesday evening, approved a pro-
posal from F and J Foot Co., LLC.
(the owners of Sweet Water
Steakhouse on Elm Street) for a six-
unit condominium complex at 112-
116 Cacciola Place. Among the vari-
ances the board granted were in-
creases in permissible lot coverage
by both buildings and improvements.

The development, about which
some residents expressed concerns,
will house six three-story attached
homes in two structures, one at the
front and one at the rear of the prop-
erty. The structures will each contain
a one-car garage and storage on the
first floor, with living spaces on the
second floor and two bedrooms on
the third floor. Pull down staircases
will allow attic storage. Each unit
will also have its own parking space
in front of the garage.

The proposal was a follow up to one
the board examined at its October 29
meeting, at which the board had re-
quested a number of changes. Most
visible among those changes was an
additional setback of the first floor in
the units backing up to Cacciola Place.

The board intended the additional set-
back, combined with railings, to give
the structure a more residential feel.
The main entrances to all the dwell-
ings will front the central court.

Commenting on the design, Patricia
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Bd. of Ed. Discusses
Principal Survey, Audit

see story page 19
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Board Hears Cell-Tower App.

POLICE BLOTTER

“And he didn’t just coach
football…he also started the wrestling
program,” Mr. Brewster said. “They
used to wrestle in the cafeteria at the
beginning, but he turned Westfield into
a state power in wrestling.”

Mr. Kehler coached the wrestling
team to a 231-48-13 record. Addi-
tionally, he coached the golf team to
a 329-44-6 record.

But beyond the numbers is the per-
son of Gary Kehler. “Most people only
know the legend…but the man is just as
great as the legend,” Mr. Brewster said.

Mr. Tranchina said, “He was a great
coach, but he was an even greater man.”

One of Mr. Kehler’s most notable
personality traits, the coaches said,
was his compassion: “He never had a
negative word about anybody,” Mr.
Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden, who Mr. Kehler
hired, said, “Gary was one of the
kindest people I ever met. I learned
how to treat people by watching him,
especially the kids I coach.”

She described how Mr. Kehler
showed how to get results out of play-
ers without “being a mean ogre.”

And that Mr. Kehler was certainly
not. “Aside from his record of being
an outstanding coach, he was a gentle-
man,” said Thom Hornish, the WHS
girls’ cross-country coach.

Mr. Tranchina echoed this state-
ment, adding, “He was a gentleman
in every sense of the word.”

This attitude transcended from ev-
eryday interactions to the sidelines of
games. Recalled Mr. Brand, “He was
definitely not a yeller or a screamer.”

Mr. Kapner said, “At one game, the
parents were screaming at Gary, say-
ing things like ‘Kehler doesn’t know
a thing about a passing game,’ but he
didn’t take offense, he just laughed.”

Mr. Brewster added that Mr. Kehler
“never went into a game ever think-
ing he would lose…There was one
game when we got beat pretty badly,
37 to 20, and I’ve dealt with coaches
who would blame the team. But he
would just make it tongue-in-cheek.”

Additionally, this good-natured per-
sonality led to “a way of getting the
most out of people,” Ms. McFadden
said. “He even got me to be the
cheerleading coach for a few years.”

“He would get more out of players
than the players thought they had in
them,” Mr. Brand said.

Mr. Kehler was also marked by his

sense of humor and positive outlook
on life. “He battled cancer for three
years but never once complained,
never lost his sense of humor,” Mr.
Tranchina said.

Mr. Kapner added, “When I came to
him with questions, he mixed in re-
spect and humor in all of his answers.
It was this great needle that he had: he
could tease you, and you’d feel hon-
ored that he would be teasing you.”

Mr. Kehler’s outlook also applied
to his own life, in his battle with
cancer. “Having known he’s been
ill…he’s been a fighter, a real fighter,”
Mr. Brewster, Sr. said.

Despite Mr. Kehler’s dazzling ath-
letic accomplishments, he was still
“extremely down-to-earth,” Mr.
Brewster said.

“He was in every hall of fame, even
the National Football Hall of Fame,”
said Mr. Tranchina, but he noted it did
not detract from Mr. Kehler’s person-
ality in the slightest. “He loved talk-
ing to his young players, and he cared
so much about the school and all the
sports and all the coaches.”

Mr. Kehler’s humility was, in fact,
one of his most notable attributes: “He
knew what he had accomplished, but
he didn’t feel like it made him a better
or worse person,” Mr. Kapner said.

With the humility came approach-
ability. “His records are gaudy, but he
never made you feel inferior or unap-
proachable,” Mr. Brewster said. “I went
very easily from calling him ‘Mr.
Kehler’ as his player to ‘Gary’ when I
started coaching,” Mr. Brewster said.
“Anybody could talk to him.”

“He was just a ‘regular guy,’” added
Mr. Brewster, Sr., who explained Mr.
Kehler’s superstitious side: “During
the 48-game streak, he wore the same
article of clothing to each game.”

Mr. Kehler was not one to “look for
attention,” according to Mr. Brand, to
which Mr. Brewster added, “He was
never bigger than the game.”

“You had a nationally known coach
who would rub elbows with the great-
est coaches in the country but always
had time for his players and the town,”
Mr. Brewster said.

Mr. Kehler routinely attended Little
League Football dinners and games,
according to Mr. Brewster, Sr.

Mr. Kehler’s attitude and positive
outlook did not go unnoticed by his
players. “There are so many people
who have been coached by him, and

Westfield
Thursday, December 6, the manager of

an East Broad Street store reported the
theft of 215 bras worth $9,200 from the
premises. The items had been stored in
cabinets that were accessible to the public.

Friday, December 7, Patricia McElwain,
35, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of an unlawful Schedule II
prescription drug and uttering a forged
instrument at a South Avenue drug store.
She was released with a summons.

Friday, December 7, Charles Aldridge,
43, of Edison was arrested and charged
with forgery for allegedly attempting to
cash a forged check at a bank on North
Avenue. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of $2,500 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Qi Wang, 42,
of Westfield was arrested for allegedly
driving while intoxicated (D.W.I.) after a
motor-vehicle accident on the 500 block
of West Broad Street. No injuries were
reported. She later was released on her
own recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, William
Hawkins, 36, of Piscataway was arrested
for alleged DWI after a motor-vehicle
stop at Central and Lenox Avenues. He
later was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, Jorge Rivera,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant. He was held
on default of $503 bail pending transport
to the Union County jail.

Saturday, December 8, Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield was arrested after sur-
rendering to police on an outstanding
Westfield motor-vehicle warrant. He was
released after being processed and post-
ing $99 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Lance Henry,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Clark motor-vehicle warrant with
bail of $500 after a motor-vehicle stop in
Clark Township. He was turned over to
the Clark Police Department.

Sunday, December 9, Tito Garcia, 21,
of Garwood was arrested for alleged DWI
after a motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Elmer Street. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible person.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 5, an employee at

a Mountain Avenue bank reported that a
male came into the bank to exchange
several $20 bills for the same amount of
$50 bills. According to police, the teller
was only given $680 worth of $20 bills
and told the customer that he needed
another $20 bill in order to complete the
exchange. The customer then took the
money back and exited the bank, police
said. According to authorities, the indi-
vidual is known for attempting similar
scams. The suspect is described as a male,
approximately five feet, 11 inches tall
with black hair, wearing a black leather
coat and blue jeans, police said.

Wednesday, December 5, Laurence
Paraboschi, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor-vehicle stop
for an unsafe lane change on Route 22.

Saturday, December 8, Boris O. Ro-
man, 36, of Passaic was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain brake lights.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, December 6, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one scratched her vehicle with a key.

Friday, December 7, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone entered
her vehicle and removed several dollars
worth of change.

Friday, December 7, a resident of War-
ren Street reported that someone broke
the front window of his house.

Saturday, December 8, a resident of
Sweet Briar Lane reported that an un-
known vehicle parked in front of his house,
which was later determined to be a stolen
vehicle out of Clark. According to authori-
ties, the vehicle was towed to the police
department and the owner was notified.

Saturday, December 8, two garbage
cans located at the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
High School football field were lit on fire.
According to police, the fires were extin-

guished by the fire department before any
damage was done to the field or the school.
The fire is being investigated as suspicious,
police said. See related story on page 1.

Sunday, December 9, a resident of Vic-
tor Street reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed an iPod valued at
approximately $100.

Monday, December 10, a resident of
Wood Road reported that someone broke
the window of his vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. Nothing was re-
ported missing, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 4, Lashonda N.

Jordan, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant.

Wednesday, December 5, sometime
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. a
blue, 2000 Honda was stolen from the 300
block of South Avenue. According to po-
lice, the incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 5, Bradley S.
Rodriguez, 24, of Bernardsville was ar-
rested after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for hindering apprehension by pro-
viding police with false information in
regards to his identity. Once they con-
firmed his true identity, police determined
that he had outstanding warrants out of
Basking Ridge and Westfield, for which
he was also charged.

Thursday, December 6, Hector D.
Herdoiza, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation on
Martine Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, Margoro
Malave, 56, of Elizabeth was arrested on
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark and warrants out of Elizabeth and
Woodbridge after a motor-vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, a business in the
500 block of South Avenue reported that a
male juvenile shoplifted from the store.
According to police, the juvenile has been
identified and an arrest is pending.

Sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, and 8 a.m. Sunday,
December 9 a resident in the 100 block of
North Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a stereo from his vehicle while it
was parked, unlocked in his driveway.

Sunday, December 9, Christopher C.
Brown, 59, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a chemical breathalizer test. He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult, police said.

Sunday, December 9, Rocio Osorio,
24, of Somerset was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, December 10, Raheen S. Byrd,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on outstand-
ing Plainfield, Greenbrook and Scotch
Plains warrants after a motor-vehicle stop
in the 100 block of South Avenue.

Tuesday, December 11 a resident of New
Providence reported that while a car was
parked in the 100 block of Farley Avenue
during the period between December 7 and
11, someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and removed a stereo system.

READING RAINBOW
Patrons entering the remodeled

Westfield Memorial Library at its
grand reopening on Sunday afternoon
saw brightly colored walls, new com-
puter stations and other upgraded fea-
tures.

The grand opening week that kicked
off on Sunday has included multiple
other events throughout the week, in-
cluding a harpist performance,
children’s jumble trunk show, balloon
artist and jazz and classical guitarist
performances.

Tonight, the library will host a
keyboardist from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

all photos by Karen Clarkson
for The Westfield Leader

No one was injured in the fire; the
school building received no damage.
The fire’s cause is under investigation.

The high school is currently con-
ducting its own investigation of the
cause of the fire within the student
body, according to SPFHS Principal
David Heisey said.

The Scotch Plains Police and Fire
Departments, as well as the Union
County Arson Squad and Crime Scene
Unit, arrived at the scene. The arson
squad took samples from the fire to
determine whether any flammable
agents were used to start the blaze.

By the time the fire was extin-
guished, a section of the aluminum
bleachers had melted, and the steel
frame of the bleachers was scorched.
The side of the steel storage con-
tainer, holding athletic equipment
belonging to the track and field and
football teams, bowed out from the
heat of the flames.

The heat from the fire also destroyed
the majority of the contents of the
container. “I would say that a conser-
vative estimate is $40,000 worth of
equipment. That’s not including dam-
age to the bleachers,” said SPFHS
track coach Jeff Koegel, estimating
the cost of the damages from the fire.

An official report of the damaged
inventory and its costs is currently in
progress. The results of the report
will “hopefully be available very
soon,” according to Mr. Heisey.

The fire destroyed the football
team’s tackling dummies and other
padded practice equipment. The track
and field team lost 39 pole-vault poles,
valued at approximately $300 each,
along with its supply of javelins.

“The board’s insurance will cover
the majority of the damage. In addi-
tion, if we should find the individu-
als responsible for the fire, we will
take legal action to recover any un-
covered costs,” District Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi said.

Mr. Heisey said the district’s in-
surance provider would hire a pri-
vate investigator to review the police
and fire reports before giving the
school compensation.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, con-
struction plans for the Turf-It project
will carry on without delay.

Mr. Heisey commented that, at
this point in time, it is too early to
determine the repairs the bleachers
require. He added that he hoped only
minor repairs to the melted sections
of the aluminum bleachers would be
necessary to fix the bleacher dam-
age.

Photographs of the damage can be
seen at goleader.com/photos.

Editor’s Note: Martin Sweeney, a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, writes for The Westfield
Leader and is an editor for The
Fanscotian, the SPFHS newspaper.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFHS Fire

be operated to “keep on top of what’s
going on with this specific property.”

Board member Mark Doherty sug-
gested six months from the present
date, a measure to which fellow board
member John Ryan agreed.Not all of
the members were in agreement: “I’d
like to see this neighborhood return to
its normal state as soon as possible,”
said Mr. Burslem in opposition.

On the issue of requesting approval
to retain signage, Mr. Ward said, “We
put the sales trailer at the very back of
the property. One of the signs in ques-
tion is actually on the sales trailer to
designate it.” Because the sales trailer
is largely “hidden,”  the board said,
and the sign is on the sales trailer,
they did not contest it.

Because of the hidden sales trailer,
Mr. Ward said he placed the second
sign close to the street to lead custom-
ers towards the trailer, saying it eases
traffic on Prospect Street: “Without
the sign, people were getting confused
and parking in the wrong areas. We
had people parking in the Trader Joe’s
parking lot, for example,” he said.

Mr. Heinbokel said he “liked the
idea of trying to remove some of the
traffic on Prospect Street.”

Mr. Burslem had the “strongest ob-
jection,” according to Mr. Heinbokel;
Mr. Burslem suggested placing the
sign in a less visible location, for put-
ting it in an highly visible location
could “set a bad precedent” and “start
a series of bad habits” related to signage
in the town.

To this suggestion, Mr. Ward answered,
“If I move the sign back, it would have
absolutely no purpose whatsoever.”

Town Planner Judy Thornton asked,
“Could we move the sign back at
all?” Mr. Ward responded, “No.”

The board decided to approve the
sign for a limited time only, up to six
months, like the stipulation for the trailer.

Additionally, Mr. Ward responded
to inquiries about the progress of the
construction. He said the “heavy

work” was “going on right now” for
the project but said it “should all be
done by the end of this week.” Con-
struction after that point would deal
more with interior aspects, such as
adding wood trims and tiling of the
bathrooms, he said.

The second major application the
board heard was on behalf of Joseph
Buontempo, regarding the 1016-1020
property on South Avenue West.

As his attorney, Robert Kraus, told
the board the building would be for
office use (first floor) and residential
apartments (second and third floors),
Mr. Buontempo interrupted, rising
from his seat. “What are you talking
about?” he asked. “The first floor’s
not just offices…it could be anything,
it could be retail.”

Mr. Heinbokel told Mr. Kraus and
Mr. Buontempo to “take a minute,”
and called for a break.When the hear-
ing resumed, Mr. Kraus said he
“double-checked the application that
was prepared 13 months ago,” and
“somewhere along the line, either I
messed up or didn’t get the message.”

“I have a real serious problem with
this,” Mr. Ryan said. “There’s traffic
patterns, parking situations and a lot
more information about how the prop-
erty will be used with retail,” he said.

“It’s a lot less intense if it’s office
buildings,” he continued. “If it’s re-
tail, the hours of duration are longer,
and it changes the dynamics.”

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
said, “I think you should stay with the
road that you were on,” adding that he
was “very, very concerned,” about
using the space for retail.

“It disturbs me greatly,” Mr.
Heinbokel said. “There was a com-
mon mindset here at the board — to
think that it’s different…our trust has
been broken.”

Mr. Kraus asked the board to con-
sider the application “as it was sub-
mitted — forget the retail.”

Still, not all members of the board
were at ease: “It makes me uncom-
fortable to vote for the professional
[first-floor plans] when Mr.
Buontempo has other plans,” board
member Maryalice Ryan said.

Mr. Heinbokel then posed the ques-
tion to the board, “How can we con-
trol [Mr. Buontempo] from putting in
retail?”

Mr. Loughlin said the “conditions as
you designate will be in the resolution and
will be as enforced as I can make them.”

The Buotempo application was ap-
proved with the stipulation that the
first floor be used for professional
office use only, as well as other re-
quirements about security and ap-
pearance of the property. All mem-
bers voted “yes” except Mr.
Heinbckel.

all of them will have nothing but the
most positive things to say,” said Mr.
Brand of his own experiences. “The
confidence he instilled in his
kids…that remains in people.”

“He’s someone who in his years
coaching high-school athletes has
touched more people than anyone
else I can think of,” he continued.

And despite the number of awards
or halls of fame he was inducted into,
“the kids were always the number one
priority for Gary,” Mr. Brewster said.

For all these reasons and more, “any
of the coaches here [at WHS] seek to
emulate what he did,” Mr. Brewster said.

“Gary Kehler is one of the three most
influential people in my life. And I am
one of hundreds of people who could
say the exact same thing,” Mr. Kapner
said. “I have a lifetime of memories.”

“He was my guru, my mentor, my
idol, he was all of that,” Mr. Tranchina
said. “He was one of the greatest men
I ever knew.”

Without Mr. Kehler, there will be a
“huge void,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden agreed, “This is a
great loss, and it really is a loss, for
Westfield.”

“You have no idea how big [this
funeral] is going to be,” Mr. Tranchina
said.

Finished Mr. Brand, “He was one
of a kind.”

showed coverage for medium-density
buildings, such as brick buildings found
at schools, another carrier with cover-
age for low-density buildings, such as
non-stone houses, then another with
outdoor or in-vehicle coverage.

“How do we know if there really is
a gap?” Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked. “We’re mixing
apples and oranges.”

“What is the benefit to our commu-
nity?” he questioned.

Mr. Pierson said the holes in cover-
age in the area, especially at Cranford
High School, Union County College
and Nomahegan Park, are “substan-
tial” and could cause a threat in case
of an emergency.

Mr. Hellenbrecht said students at
the high school are not allowed to use
their cell phones. Other residents in
the audience interjected that there are
emergency practices in place and there
are landline phones at the high school.

Later, resident Melanie Graceffo
said she found it important for stu-
dents to have cell-phone service at
schools in case of emergencies and
asked Mr. Pierson about the potential
coverage for all area schools.

“This application does not touch
schools in the south or east by Orange
Avenue,” Mr. Pierson said.

The county and opposition attor-
neys will have a chance to counter
Mr. Pierson’s testimony at the next
meeting, scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 28, board officials said.

Mr. Pierson also listed the other

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CELL NO...Cranford and Westfield residents attend the Cranford board-of-
adjustment meeting to oppose the proposed cell tower at the Cranford Swim Club.

properties the applicant approached
for the tower site: Nomahegan Park,
Dreyer Farms, Union County Col-
lege, Fairview Cemetery, Sunrise
Assisted Living, Church of Christ
Echo Lake, Lenape Park and the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.

“We’ve looked at every possible
place since 2002,” Mr. Pierson said.
He said Union County College and
Dreyer Farms declined to have the
cell tower located on their properties.

Mr. Albert said he would like to see
proof of the sites that said “no,” say-
ing he believed the applicant never
approached Dreyer Farms.

The board also asked for evidence
of the reasons behind those sites that
declined the applicant’s request. Westfield Firefighters

Run Annual Food Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30 is conducting
its 11th annual holiday food drive for
needy Westfield residents. The FMBA
extends appreciation to all who partici-
pated in last year’s program.

The organization will accept non-per-
ishable food items at Westfield Fire Head-
quarters at 405 North Avenue, West, until
9 p.m. on Friday December 28.

The FMBA will distribute donations to
those in need through local churches and
civic organizations.

In its first food drive in 1996, FMBA
Local No. 30 distributed holiday meals to
approximately 75 families in Westfield.
FMBA members in the past have donated
one turkey to each meal distributed; they
will do so again this year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bd. Approves Cacciola App.
Lee, who lives across from the pro-
posed project, said, “I don’t like it.
It’s like the house isn’t on Cacciola.”

In terms of parking, zoning rules
require a development of this size to
have 14 parking spaces; the plan
submitted has 12. An additional space
on the street will result from re-
moval of an existing curb cut, ac-
cording to the applicant.

Other changes resulting from
board comments at the prior hearing
included reducing roof pitch to lower
the roof’s peak to comply with zon-
ing rules and the addition of a sub-
terranean storm-water retention ba-
sin at the rear of the property, with
overflow routed to the storm sewer
system. The applicant added deco-
rative roofs to the side units on
Cacciola Place to add visual interest
to the façade. The center unit, the
closest to the street, does not have
this treatment because the one-foot
setback from the sidewalk made it

impossible, the applicant said.
The property will be made up of a

combination of two existing lots. The
total lot area will be 10,580 square
feet, 3,650 square feet of which will
hold the building, the applicant said.
That represents 34.5 percent of the
property, versus the 25 percent per-
mitted under town ordinance. The
total area of improvements is to be
7,929 square feet, or 74.9 percent of
the property. Building coverage ex-
ceeds the town’s rules by 38 percent,
and total coverage of improvements
exceeds regulations by 49.8 percent,
according to the application.

The board requested additional “mi-
nor” changes, including installation of
motion-sensing lighting on the drive-
way and the removal of a proposed
fence from the front of the property.

Board member Mark Doherty
questioned the size of the develop-
ment cast the only vote against the
proposal.

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader
FIRE FALLOUT...On Saturday, a fire at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
athletic field caused damage to the aluminum stands. The fire also burned an
athletic-equipment storage container, causing an estimated $40,000 in damages.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WHS Coach Kehler Dies

a picture’s worth a thousand words.
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Susan Cook for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS…Scotch Plains Councilman Jeffrey Strauss lights the township’s menorah last Thursday night
as Councilman Kevin Glover, right, looks on.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUDOLPH RESTS...There were no reindeer, but Santa was still able to see
children this past Saturday. A 12-car NJ Transit train picked up children, parents
and grandparents in Westfield for a ride to Raritan and back with Santa Claus.
Santa walked through the train with a group of elves and train volunteers handing
out candy canes and taking pictures with riders. The promise of the two-hour trip
filled the entire platform with people waiting for Santa to arrive.

WF Legend Kehler Dies;
Coach Was ‘One of a Kind’

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?...Gregg Pierson presents topography maps of cell-
phone coverage for the proposed cell-phone tower at the Cranford Swim Club.
The Cranford board of adjustment heard the application on Monday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF, WF Residents Hire
Lawyer to Oppose Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Opponents of a
proposed 130-foot-high cell tower
have hired an attorney to fight the
proposal, which would be situated at
the Cranford Swim Club. Testimony
on the application, which the Union
County freeholder board also opposes,
continued Monday night at a special
meeting of the Cranford Zoning Board
of Adjustment.

New York SMSA Limited Partner-
ship seeks height and setback vari-
ances.

During the  Cranford zoning board’s
meeting in October, the applicant’s
attorney, Gregory Meese, said the
county did not voice concerns over
the proposal to SMSA.

On Monday night, First Deputy
County Counsel Norman Albert, also
a Cranford resident, stood on the side-
lines to wait to question the testimo-
nies heard that evening.

About 90 Cranford and Westfield
residents opposed to the tower have
hired their own attorney, John
Schmidt. He said he plans to bring in
his own professional planner and
radiofrequency consultant to testify
before the board.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa, tes-
tifying for the applicant, said that due
to an order adopted October 2, cell-
phone carriers must have an eight-
hour battery backup at the tower’s
equipment shelter. Verizon has a gen-
erator; thereby, this order does not
apply to them, he said.

However, Mr. Suppa said, the other
carriers that plan to go on the tower –
Sprint, Omnipoint and Cingular –
only have about a two- to three-hour
backup. They are looking into the
eight-hour back up to comply with
regulations. Mr. Suppa said the shel-
ter would have no increase in size for
the new batteries.

Mr. Meese also introduced Glenn
Pierson, a radiofrequency design and

engineering consultant. He presented
topography maps of each carrier’s
coverage area and the increase in
coverage the proposed tower would
bring.

Displaying cell-phone coverage
maps, he testified that on average,
each carrier has a gap in coverage
from Springfield Avenue to
Kenilworth Boulevard, the Chippewa
Road neighborhood and from Spring-
field Avenue to Gallows Hill Road to
the south.

Mr. Pierson’s maps of one carrier
showed coverage for medium-den-
sity buildings, such as brick build-
ings found at schools, another car-
rier with coverage for low-density
buildings, such as non-stone houses,
then another with outdoor or in-ve-
hicle coverage.

“How do we know if there really is
a gap?” Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked. “We’re mixing
apples and oranges.”

“What is the benefit to our commu-
nity?” he questioned.

Mr. Pierson said the holes in cover-
age in the area, especially at Cranford
High School, Union County College
and Nomahegan Park, are “substan-
tial” and could cause a threat in case
of an emergency.

Mr. Hellenbrecht said students at
the high school are not allowed to use
their cell phones. Other residents in
the audience interjected that there are
emergency practices in place and there
are landline phones at the high school.

Later, resident Melanie Graceffo
said she found it important for stu-
dents to have cell-phone service at
schools in case of emergencies and
asked Mr. Pierson about the potential
coverage for all area schools.

“This application does not touch
schools in the south or east by Orange
Avenue,” Mr. Pierson said.

The county and opposition attor-
neys will have a chance to counter

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “There is nowhere
big enough for this funeral to house all
of the people who he touched,” said
current Westfield High School (WHS)
baseball coach Bob Brewster of Gary
Kehler, the legendary WHS football,
wrestling and golf coach who died last
Friday, December 9, at the age of 76 at
Overlook Hospital in Summit, after
four years of fighting stomach cancer.
His funeral will be held tomorrow, De-
cember 14, at 11 a.m. at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Kehler was “an inspiration to us
all,” said WHS Athletic Director Ed-
ward Tranchina, and, above all, “a leg-
end” in both athletics and persona, a
unanimous statement among past
coaches and players who spoke to The
Times about him. “There’s an empty
feeling without him,” said one of Mr.
Kehler’s former athletes, Owen Brand,

who graduated from WHS in 1977.
Coach George Kapner, who

coached boys’ soccer and girls’ bas-
ketball during Mr. Kehler’s time at
the high school, recalled: “There are
no words to describe it…when I en-
tered the world of Westfield athletics
[in 1975], I walked into something
magical; there was something special
going on. You couldn’t help but no-
tice this presence — not even a per-
son, but a presence — which I later
found out was Gary Kehler.”

In athletics, “his coaching record was
phenomenal,” said Mr. Tranchina, and
it is due to this success in athletics that
Mr. Kehler rose to national fame. His
achievements include a winning streak
of 48 games (a state record at the time)
and just 10 defeats during his first 14
seasons coaching football, starting in
1961. In Mr. Kehler’s seasons coaching
Westfield football, from 1961 until
1982, the team amassed a 172-26-7
record. Additionally, Mr. Kehler be-
came the first inductee in the Westfield
Hall of Fame in 1994 and is a member
of the National Football Hall of Fame
“Walk of Champions.”

[For more on the athletic achieve-
ments of Mr. Kehler, see “Devil’s Den”
in sports on page 11.]

The 1977 team Mr. Kehler coached
is particularly noteworthy. The Cou-
rier News wrote that it was “the best
high-school football team New Jersey
ever produced.”

Mr. Brewster, who knew Mr. Kehler
both as a player on his team and, later,
as a co-football coach from 1974 to
1993, explained further, “In 1977, we
played in the Meadowlands, and 33,000
people came out — the largest football
crowd ever in New Jersey (for a high-

Fire Burns SPFHS Bleachers, Storage,
Causes Approx. $40K in Damages

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

and The Fanscotian

SCOTCH PLAINS — A fire broke
out underneath the football-field
bleachers at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) on the after-
noon of Satur-
day, December
2, melting a hole
through the alu-
minum stands
and damaging
an athletic-
equipment stor-
age container
and its contents.

According to
Detective Lieu-
tenant Brian
Donnelley of the
Scotch Plains
Police Depart-
ment, emer-
gency dispatch-
ers received a 9-
1-1 call at 2:30
p.m. from a jog-
ger at the high-
school track.
The fire, Lt.
Donnelley said,
originated from two plastic trash bar-
rels that were underneath the closed
bleachers.

No one was injured in the fire, and
the school building received no dam-
age. The cause of the fire is still under
investigation.

The high school is currently con-

ducting its own investigation of the
cause of the fire within the student
body, according to SPFHS Principal
David Heisey said.

The Scotch Plains Police and Fire
Departments, as well as the Union
County Arson Squad and Crime Scene

Unit, arrived at the scene. The arson
squad took samples from the fire to
determine whether any flammable
agents were used to start the blaze.

By the time the fire was extin-
guished, a section of the aluminum
bleachers had melted, and the steel
frame of the bleachers was scorched.

The side of the steel storage con-
tainer, holding athletic equipment be-
longing to the track and field and
football teams, bowed out from the
heat of the flames.

The heat from the fire also de-
stroyed the majority of the contents

of the container. “I
would say that a con-
servative estimate is
$40,000 worth of
equipment. That’s
not including dam-
age to the bleachers,”
said SPFHS track
coach Jeff Koegel,
estimating the cost of
the damages from the
fire.

An official report
of the damaged in-
ventory and its costs
is currently in
progress. The results
of the report will
“hopefully be avail-
able very soon,” ac-
cording to Mr.
Heisey.

The fire destroyed
the football team’s
tackling dummies

and other padded practice equipment.
The track and field team lost 39 pole-
vault poles, valued at approximately
$300 each, along with its supply of
javelins.

“The board’s insurance will cover
the majority of the damage. In addi-
tion, if we should find the individuals
responsible for the fire, we will take
legal action to recover any uncovered
costs,” District Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi said.

Mr. Heisey said the district’s insur-
ance provider would hire a private
investigator to review the police and
fire reports before giving the school

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains to Revisit Talks
On Creating Improvement District

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
will revisit talks next month regard-
ing the possible enactment of an ordi-
nance to establish a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district.

At Tuesday’s township-council
meeting, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool said a meeting for downtown
business and property owners will be
held on Monday,  January 28 at the

Scotch Hills Country Club. Saying
renovations to the municipal building
on Park Avenue are nearly complete,
she said the township government
had “put our money where our mouth
is” by improving the building’s ap-
pearance.

“We now feel it’s time to revisit the
issue of revitalizing the rest of down-
town,” she said.

The councilwoman said she looks
forward to “a productive discussion
with a positive outcome.” Business
and property owners will receive a
letter early next month informing
them of the January meeting.

Mayor Martin Marks said he was
“glad we’re moving forward” on the

SID discussions. In January, the
mayor had called for a “resurrection”
of an initiative to spur downtown
development, and the council had
discussed the issue earlier this year.

On Tuesday, the mayor, while say-
ing that “we’re in the investigatory
stage,” said “a lot of the legwork” on
a SID’s parameters and financing was
done in 2003 and 2004 when a steer-
ing committee formulated many of
those details. Ultimately, the town-
ship council in June 2004 voted down
a SID ordinance in the face of oppo-
sition from downtown business and
property owners.

In other business, the council ap-

FW Council Takes Questions
On Downtown, Mun. Budget

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During the public
comment portion of their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council fielded questions from
two residents regarding the borough’s
budget and its pending acquisition of
the Livingston-Wilbor property.

Monica Felsing asked how the gov-
erning body could make the budget
more “transparent” to the public.

“How are you going to cut ex-
penses in this town?” Mrs. Felsing
asked. “It’s very scary to think that
taxes are going to go up…for some of
us…year after year.”

Mayor Mahr responded by point-
ing out that municipal taxes are a
“very small portion” of residents’
overall tax bills – which also include
school and county taxes – and that the
borough’s budget process is open.

“I would encourage you to attend
the many budget sessions that we
have; we have a tremendous amount
of meetings that are open to the pub-
lic and that we publicize,” the mayor
said. “We are as transparent and vis-
ible as [any municipality] in this
county.”

Also during public comments, resi-
dent Alan Ebersole said he felt the
borough was “gambling” by consid-
ering the purchase of the Livingstone-
Wilbor property (fronting South Av-
enue in the downtown redevelopment
area), without assurance that a devel-
oper would buy it or be able to draw
tenants.

“Property is very hot here,” Mayor
Mahr answered. “This is the last par-
cel [available] in the redevelopment
area; there’s a lot of interest in it.”

Councilman William Populus, a
professional real-estate appraiser,
said, “This is what developers live
for; they’re interested [in the prop-
erty] because they see the potential.”

“Two million dollars is a lot of
money in this small town of one square
mile,” said Mr. Ebersole, adding that

SP Planning Board
Re-Approves Application
At Year’s Last Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
planning board, at its final meeting of
the year on Monday, re-approved a
subdivision application it had endorsed
early last year after discovering that
property deeds had been misfiled.

In March 2006, the board gave its
approval to Angelo Zanfardino and
his sister, Assunta Tummollilo, co-
owners of the 435-437 Park Avenue
building that houses Alfonso’s res-
taurant and Investors Savings Bank
next door, for a minor subdivision in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Zoning Bd. Rejects
Use-Variance Request

see story page 19

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRE FALLOUT...On Saturday, a fire at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
athletic field caused damage to the aluminum stands. The fire also burned an
athletic-equipment storage container, causing an estimated $40,000 in damages.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SENIOR CENTER...The Scotch Plains recreation commission at its meeting
Monday night approved the plans for a senior center, originally designed for
Brookside Park, to be moved and located at the Scotch Hills Country Club. The
center would not feature a gym or basketball courts. See story on page 10.
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SPFHS Fire

TREES FOR TRIMMING…The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is holding its annual
Christmas tree sale through December 23 at the Elm Street field. Sale proceeds
support community programs like the Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County, which raises food for the hungry. Pictured, from left to right, are: Master
Gardener Fred Taylor, Y’s Men’s Club President Tom Baker, Paul Zimmerman
of the Y’s Men’s Club and Ryan Baker, Mr. Baker’s son. See story on page 8.

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

Westfield Firefighters
Run Annual Food Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30 is conducting
its 11th annual holiday food drive for
needy Westfield residents. The FMBA
extends appreciation to all who partici-
pated in last year’s program.

The organization will accept non-per-
ishable food items at Westfield Fire Head-
quarters at 405 North Avenue, West, until
9 p.m. on December 28.

The FMBA will distribute donations to
those in need through local churches and
civic organizations.

In its first food drive in 1996, FMBA
Local No. 30 distributed holiday meals to
approximately 75 families in Westfield.
FMBA members in the past have donated
one turkey to each meal distributed; they
will do so again this year.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELL NO...Cranford and Westfield residents attend the Cranford board-of-
adjustment meeting to oppose the proposed cell tower at the Cranford Swim Club.

Village Investors Plan Gains
Preliminary Nod From Bd.

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board met Monday night to
set the agenda for its December 17
public meeting.

Board Chairman Greg Cummings
introduced applications including a
request to build a fence at 4 Cray
Terrace.

The board considered written com-
ments from residents regarding the
borough council’s proposed sign-or-
dinance change. The comments urged
the council to keep the design of
existing signs in Fanwood.

The board voted to pass a resolu-
tion giving preliminary approval to
the Fanwood Village Investors devel-
opment at 254-256 South Avenue.
The applicant plans to construct a
three-story, mixed-use building with
retail at street level and two-floors of
resident living consisting of 16 con-
dominium units.

As part of the overall development
projects in Fanwood, board member
Peter Sayles prepared a report for the
street-furniture committee that con-
sidered the design of garbage cans
and benches in the developed areas.

Mr. Sayles introduced a number of
designs, including a waste-container
design that can be seen along the
streets of Manhattan, but the final
design would need to be a simple
model with no moving parts to keep
maintenance costs down, he said.

The board plans further discussions
on the garbage-can and public-bench

design after consulting with the
borough’s department of public works.
Mr. Sayles said that the designs keep
the quaint, Victorian look that can be
found throughout Fanwood.

Mr. Pierson’s testimony at the next
meeting, scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 28, board officials said.

Mr. Pierson also listed the other
properties the applicant approached
for the tower site: Nomahegan Park,
Dreyer Farms, Union County Col-
lege, Fairview Cemetery, Sunrise
Assisted Living, Church of Christ
Echo Lake, Lenape Park and the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.

“We’ve looked at every possible
place since 2002,” Mr. Pierson said.
He said Union County College and
Dreyer Farms declined to have the
cell tower located on their proper-
ties.

Mr. Albert said he would like to see
proof of the sites that said “no,” say-
ing he believed the applicant never
approached Dreyer Farms.

The board also asked for evidence
of the reasons behind those sites that
declined the applicant’s request.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cell Tower

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA)
Local No. 30 is conducting its 11th annual holiday food drive for needy residents,
accepting non-perishable food items at its fire headquarters.

compensation.
According to Mr. Del Sordi, con-

struction plans for the Turf-It project
will carry on without delay.

Mr. Heisey commented that, at this
point in time, it is too early to deter-
mine the repairs the bleachers re-
quire. He added that he hoped only
minor repairs to the melted sections
of the aluminum bleachers would be
necessary to fix the bleacher damage.

Photographs of the damage can be
seen at goleader.com/photos.

Editor’s Note: Martin Sweeney, a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
junior, writes for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and is an editor for The
Fanscotian, the SPFHS newspaper.

SP Rec. Commission Moves
Ahead with Senior Center

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents
near Brookside Park addressed the
Scotch Plains recreation commission
Monday night concerning the future
uses and renovations to the park. Resi-
dents showed up at the meeting due to
“a misunderstanding” in a previous
article that stated that the senior cen-
ter would be located in Brookside
Park.

The recreation commission ap-

proved the plans for a senior center,
originally designed for Brookside
Park, to be moved and located at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. The cen-
ter would not feature a gym or basket-
ball courts, officials said.

“We chose the Brookside plan at
Scotch Hills because it was the best
place for it. Our commitment is to
this location. We are going to vote on
the engineer [Tuesday night] at the
public meeting,” said Jeff Strauss,
township council representative to the
commission. The township has se-
lected Millburn-based Hatch Mott as
the engineer.

Residents also expressed concern
over the lack of renovations at
Brookside Park.

“Thank you for taking down those
boards on the tennis courts,” a resi-
dent close to Brookside Park said.
“I’m still concerned that we seem to
be the last park in town to have the
prospect of being renovated. You
should have really considered doing
those renovations before the senior
center.”

Residents expressed concerns about
the fields, the bathrooms, parking lots
and a pipe in the middle of the park
that attracts children.

“We are in the process of removing
that big pipe the children play on and
have spoken with the water company
about replacing the galvanized pipe
with a copper one so the toilets will
not overflow in the bathroom,” Ray
Poerio, recreation director, said.

“I don’t know when we will ex-
actly be able to start to complete
renovations to Brookside,” said Ed
Zazzali, recreation commission presi-
dent. “Our plate is full for 2008, so I
think realistically we are looking at
2010.”

The commission voted to rehire
Mr. Poerio as recreation director for a
third three-year term and addressed
field constrictions for the upcoming
year.

“With lacrosse, we have seven more
teams needing 18 additional slots a
week, and I really have no idea where
I am going to put them,” he said.

For the month of November, Scotch
Plains amassed recreation revenues
of $13,944. In 2006, the township
collected $19,826 over the same
month.

Mr. Poerio attributed the differ-
ence to weather. He said year-to-date
revenues stand at $415,705, compared
to 2006 revenues of $344,849. He
said the revenue spike is due to the
addition of the miniature-golf course.

a previously approved measure au-
thorizing the borough to potentially
buy the property.

Mr. Ebersole said increasing taxes
have him “hanging on by his finger-
nails to stay here.”

“Sometimes these things should be
put on a referendum,” he added.

“The risk would be greater if we do
nothing…to be afraid to move for-
ward when you have an opportunity,”
Councilman Bruce Walsh responded.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution to “en-
gage the services” of an environmen-
tal engineering firm for the redevel-
opment area.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the $15,000 contract calls for “an
environmental assessment involving
downtown redevelopment areas and
other areas in the borough.”

Mr. Estis said an environmental
review of the Livingston-Wilbor prop-
erty would “probably be the first part
of services to be performed.”

Mr. Walsh – who was absent from
last week’s agenda meeting at which
the issue was reviewed – abstained
from the vote, questioning “whether
we need to go forward with the pro-
posal,” especially, he said, if a devel-
oper buys the site right away and
wants to perform “his own environ-
mental study.”

“I just don’t feel I have enough
information,” the councilman said.

Mayor Mahr honored and thanked
former Councilman Joseph Higgins
– who resigned earlier this year – and
outgoing Mr. Populus, who replaced
Mr. Higgins and lost a bid for re-
election last month, for serving on the
governing body.

“You have been a passionate and
remarkable man who has been able to
articulate the needs of Fanwood well;
you are missed,” said Mayor Mahr of
Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Higgins said he is especially
“grateful” to have been involved in
efforts to redevelop the downtown
and expand recreation programs and
facilities.

“This is a thank-you, but it’s defi-
nitely not a goodbye,” he added.

The mayor said Mr. Populus “set
an extraordinary standard for those
entering public service in Fanwood.”

Mr. Populus said his current and
previous service on the council was
“one continuous, lovely trip.”

“I enjoyed every minute of it; it was
always Fanwood first,” he said.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Thursday, December 6, the manager of
an East Broad Street store reported the
theft of 215 bras worth $9,200 from the
premises. The items had been stored in
cabinets that were accessible to the public.

Friday, December 7, Patricia McElwain,
35, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of an unlawful Schedule II
prescription drug and uttering a forged
instrument at a South Avenue drug store.
She was released with a summons.

Friday, December 7, Charles Aldridge,
43, of Edison was arrested and charged
with forgery for allegedly attempting to
cash a forged check at a bank on North
Avenue. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of $2,500 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Qi Wang, 42,
of Westfield was arrested for allegedly
driving while intoxicated after a motor-
vehicle accident on the 500 block of West
Broad Street. No injuries were reported.
She later was released on her own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, William
Hawkins, 36, of Piscataway was arrested
for alleged DWI after a motor-vehicle
stop at Central and Lenox Avenues. He
later was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, Jorge Rivera,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant. He was held
on default of $503 bail pending transport
to the Union County jail.

Saturday, December 8, Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield was arrested after sur-
rendering to police on an outstanding
Westfield motor-vehicle warrant. He was
released after being processed and post-
ing $99 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Lance Henry,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Clark motor-vehicle warrant with
bail of $500 after a motor-vehicle stop in
Clark Township. He was turned over to
the Clark Police Department.

Sunday, December 9, Tito Garcia, 21,
of Garwood was arrested for alleged DWI
after a motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Elmer Street. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible person.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 5, an employee at

a Mountain Avenue bank reported that a
male came into the bank to exchange
several $20 bills for the same amount of
$50 bills. According to police, the teller
was only given $680 worth of $20 bills
and told the customer that he needed
another $20 bill in order to complete the
exchange. The customer then took the
money back and exited the bank, police
said. According to authorities, the indi-
vidual is known for attempting similar
scams. The suspect is described as a male,

approximately five feet, 11 inches tall
with black hair, wearing a black leather
coat and blue jeans, police said.

Wednesday, December 5, Laurence
Paraboschi, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor-vehicle stop
for an unsafe lane change on Route 22.

Saturday, December 8, Boris O. Ro-
man, 36, of Passaic was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain brake lights.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, December 6, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one scratched her vehicle with a key.

Friday, December 7, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone entered
her vehicle and removed several dollars
worth of change.

Friday, December 7, a resident of War-
ren Street reported that someone broke
the front window of his house.

Saturday, December 8, a resident of
Sweet Briar Lane reported that an un-
known vehicle parked in front of his house,
which was later determined to be a stolen
vehicle out of Clark. According to authori-
ties, the vehicle was towed to the police
department and the owner was notified.

Saturday, December 8, two garbage
cans located at the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
High School football field were lit on fire.
According to police, the fires were extin-
guished by the fire department before any
damage was done to the field or the school.
The fire is being investigated as suspi-
cious, police said.

Sunday, December 9, a resident of Vic-
tor Street reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed an iPod valued at
approximately $100.

Monday, December 10, a resident of
Wood Road reported that someone broke
the window of his vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. Nothing was re-
ported missing, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 4, Lashonda N.

Jordan, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant.

Wednesday, December 5, sometime
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. a
blue, 2000 Honda was stolen from the 300
block of South Avenue. According to po-
lice, the incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 5, Bradley S.
Rodriguez, 24, of Bernardsville was ar-
rested after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for hindering apprehension by pro-
viding police with false information in
regards to his identity. Once they con-
firmed his true identity, police determined
that he had outstanding warrants out of
Basking Ridge and Westfield, for which
he was also charged.

Thursday, December 6, Hector D.
Herdoiza, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation on
Martine Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, Margoro
Malave, 56, of Elizabeth was arrested on
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark and warrants out of Elizabeth and
Woodbridge after a motor-vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, a business in the
500 block of South Avenue reported that a
male juvenile shoplifted from the store.
According to police, the juvenile has been
identified and an arrest is pending.

Sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, and 8 a.m. Sunday,
December 9 a resident in the 100 block of
North Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a stereo from his vehicle while it
was parked, unlocked in his driveway.

Sunday, December 9, Christopher C.
Brown, 59, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a chemical breathalizer test. He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult, police said.

Sunday, December 9, Rocio Osorio,
24, of Somerset was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, December 10, Raheen S.
Byrd, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding Plainfield, Greenbrook and
Scotch Plains warrants after a motor-
vehicle stop in the 100 block of South
Avenue.

Tuesday, December 11 a resident of New
Providence reported that while a car was
parked in the 100 block of Farley Avenue
during the period between December 7 and
11, someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and removed a stereo system.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Legendary WHS Coach Dies
school football game) — and he just ran
the whole show. He was unbelievable.”

Maggie McFadden, former WHS
softball andfield hockey coach, said,
“I go places and say I’m from Westfield,
and they say, ‘Oh, they have that great
football program with Gary Kehler
there,’” she said. “He’s a legend.”

Mr. Kehler was “the most outstand-
ing coach I ever saw,” said Bob
Brewster, Sr., the parent of four WHS
athletes who played under Mr. Kehler.

“He had a well-trained team in a
system that averaged three-plus yards
a play and thus scored virtually every
time it had the ball,” said Lee Hale,
the Westfield Hall of Fame president
who worked with Mr. Kehler for years.

“Kehler brought a series of ‘extra
edges’ to coaching that made him the
top coach in New Jersey in the last
100 years. He had the biggest impact
of anybody in putting Westfield on a
pedestal. He was a giant,” Hale said.

“And he didn’t just coach
football…he also started the wrestling
program,” Mr. Brewster said. “They
used to wrestle in the cafeteria at the
beginning, but he turned Westfield into
a state power in wrestling.”

Mr. Kehler coached the wrestling
team to a 231-48-13 record. Addi-
tionally, he coached the golf team to
a 329-44-6 record.

But beyond the numbers is the per-
son. “Most people only know the
legend…but the man is just as great as
the legend,” Mr. Brewster said.

Ms. McFadden, who Mr. Kehler
hired, said, “Gary was one of the
kindest people I ever met. I learned
how to treat people by watching him,
especially the kids I coach.”

“Aside from his record of being an
outstanding coach, he was a gentle-
man,” said Thom Hornish, the WHS
girls’ cross-country coach.

Mr. Tranchina said, “He was a
gentleman in every sense of the word.”

This attitude transcended from every-
day interactions to the sidelines of games.

Mr. Kapner said, “At one game, the
parents were screaming at Gary, say-
ing things like ‘Kehler doesn’t know
a thing about a passing game,’ but he

didn’t take offense, he just laughed.”
Mr. Brewster added that Mr. Kehler

“never went into a game ever think-
ing he would lose…There was one
game when we got beat pretty badly,
37 to 20, and I’ve dealt with coaches
who would blame the team. But he
would just make it tongue-in-cheek.”

“He would get more out of players
than the players thought they had in
them,” Mr. Brand said.

Mr. Kehler was also marked by his
sense of humor and positive outlook on
life. “He battled cancer for three years
but never once complained, never lost
his sense of humor,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Mr. Kapner added, “When I came to
him with questions, he mixed in re-
spect and humor in all of his answers.
It was this great needle that he had: he
could tease you, and you’d feel hon-
ored that he would be teasing you.”

Mr. Kehler’s outlook also applied
to his own life, in his battle with
cancer. “Having known he’s been
ill…he’s been a fighter, a real fighter,”
Mr. Brewster Sr. said.

Despite Mr. Kehler’s dazzling ac-
complishments, he was still “extremely
down-to-earth,” Mr. Brewster said.

“He was in every hall of fame, even
the national football hall of fame,”
said Mr. Tranchina, but he noted it did
not detract from Mr. Kehler’s person-
ality in the slightest. “He loved talk-
ing to his young players, and he cared
so much about the school and all the
sports and all the coaches.”

With the humility came approach-
ability. “His records are gaudy, but he
never made you feel inferior or unap-
proachable,” Mr. Brewster said. “I
went very easily from calling him
‘Mr. Kehler’ as his player to ‘Gary’
when I started coaching.”

 Mr. Brewster, Sr. said, “During the
48-game streak, he wore the same
article of clothing to each game.”

Mr. Brewster added, “He was never
bigger than the game.”

Mr. Kehler routinely attended Little
League Football dinners and games,
according to Mr. Brewster, Sr.

 Mr. Brand said, “He’s someone who
in his years coaching high-school ath-
letes has touched more people than any-
one else I can think of,” he continued.

“Gary Kehler is one of the three most
influential people in my life. And I am
one of hundreds of people who could
say the exact same thing,” Mr. Kapner
said. “I have a lifetime of memories.”

“He was my guru, my mentor, my
idol, he was all of that,” Mr. Tranchina
said. “He was one of the greatest men
I ever knew.”

Without Mr. Kehler, there will be a
“huge void,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden agreed, “This is a
great loss, and it really is a loss, for
Westfield.”

“You have no idea how big [this
funeral] is going to be,” Mr. Tranchina
said.

Mr. Brand said, “He was one of a
kind.”

which Mr. Zanfardino would own the
half of the building containing the
restaurant and Ms. Tummollilo would
own the half that houses the bank.

Attorney Robert Kraus explained
on Monday that he had sent the deed to
planning-board secretary Barbara
Horev a month after the board’s ap-
proval. But then “we forgot about it,”
he said, “but I’m the one responsible.”

The 195-day time frame in which
the new deeds had to be filed expired
in October 2006, necessitating a new
application before the board.

“No lawyer likes to stand here and
eat crow,” Mr. Kraus said.

At Monday’s two-minute hearing,
Mr. Kraus reviewed the application
before the board’s nine members
unanimously approved it.

The meeting, the board’s first since
October 10, wrapped up its year, dur-
ing which it held seven of its sched-
uled twice-monthly meetings due to a
drop-off in applications for new hous-
ing developments and subdivisions.

In May, township construction of-
ficial and zoning officer Robert
LaCosta, a member of the planning
board, told The Times that “we may
have gotten to [the point of] satura-
tion,” with the amount of land avail-
able for development nearly gone.

In recent years, there have been
developments built on some of the
last remaining tracts of land in Scotch
Plains, including the 100 townhomes
K. Hovnanian built above Route 22,
the 55-unit Heather Glen age-re-
stricted development off Jerusalem
Road and multiple subdivisions on
the south side of the town.

The board’s reorganization meeting
is set for January 14. At that meeting,
it will consider an application by
Mezzogiorno Restaurant to retain the
mural painted earlier this year on the
side of its building on Park Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

proved a $51,750 animal control con-
tract for 2008 with Associated Hu-
mane Societies of Newark. The con-
tract is 3.75 percent higher than this
year. Councilman Jeffrey Strauss said,
“There really is no competition” lo-
cally for animal control services.
Township officials have expressed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.
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Scotch Plains Council
optimism that a county-sponsored pro-
gram will eventually be implemented.

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing the submission of
a grant application to Union County
to finance a handyman program for
senior citizens. The funds, which
would come from the federal com-
munity development block grant pro-
gram, would be used to pay handy-
men assisting low- and moderate-
income senior residents, according to
Councilman Kevin Glover.

Mayor Marks also said that most
residents who subscribe to Verizon
FiOS for their cable television ser-
vice would soon be able to receive
TV-34. Verizon representatives re-
cently visited Scotch Plains, he said,
to look into how to make the local-
access channel available. The mayor
said Verizon broadcasts its signal
through three different hubs – in
Westfield, Rahway and Plainfield –
and those residents receiving their
signals via the Westfield and Rahway
hubs will be able to watch TV-34
“shortly.” He said the Plainfield hub,
which primarily serves the area west
of Westfield Road, would not be com-
pleted for another year.

The council’s final meeting of this
year will be held on Tuesday, and its
annual reorganization meeting will
be held on January 2.

Martin Sweeney for The Times
VAULT BURNED...Among the equip-
ment casualties of the SPFHS field fire
were 39 pole-vault poles the track and
field team uses.
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Mail a Direct Donation
When you send a direct - tax deductible donation to the address below, all proceeds are used 

to help Michele receive treatment.

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, Number 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Donate On-Line
Donations can be made on line at www.transplants.org by conducting a patient search for 

“Marron”. NFT’s secure website will automatically allocate your donation to Michele’s Fund. 

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, No. 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1529

www.transplants.org

Information on Scleroderma and Making Donations 
can be found at 

www.transplants.org  Find a Patient “Marron”
We are deeply grateful for your generosity! - Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund-Raising Committee

INSURANCE WILL NOT PAY!
Michele has Scleroderma and needs a transplant of her OWN stem cells or she will die. 

Michele’s insurance carrier considers the procedure “unproven” even though it is proven for 

this treatment and for the treatment of other life-threatening autoimmune diseases.

On-Line donations are 

fast and secure at

www.transplants.org

Like Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, even 

WITH INSURANCE

a Life Saving Procedure is

Shop On-Line
Start your Holiday Shopping at www.buyforcharity.com or www.igive.com and choose 

National Foundation for Transplants, Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund as your charity 

and 2%-25% of your purchase will be donated by the merchant to Michele’s Fund. It’s as 

easy at that, and there is no cost to you.

NOT GUARANTEED!

Michele needs your help!

2005

Today

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christopher & Timothy Boyle are Proud to
Announce the Opening of

   Offerings include 29 wines by the
glass, a menu reflecting both
gentlemen’s experiences in the
United States & Europe and live jazz
every night.
   The atmosphere is sophisticated
yet casual, rivaling any Manhattan
Bistro.
   A late night bar menu is available
Tuesday through Saturday evenings.
After dinner service until 11:00 PM.
   Finally, an adult refuge from the
daily grind.

908.232.7320
PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD16

Tues. - Thurs. Lunch 11:30 - 3:00 Dinner 5:00 - 9:30

Fri. - Sat. Lunch 11:30 - 3:00 Dinner 5:00 - 10:00 • Sun. Dinner 4:30 - 8:30

photo courtesy of Susan Cook
CARING TEACHERS…Linda Edwards, one of six Westfield Day Care Center
teachers who have been with the school for more than 20 years, spends one-on-one
time with a pre-schooler. One parent says she found the center to be a place that
cared for her entire family and gave her hope during a financial crisis.

Westfield Day Care Center:
Caring for the Whole Family

WESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHT

Submitted by Kathleen Lynch

This continues a series of articles
that feature the 19 human-service
agencies that are part of the Westfield
United Way. Contributions to the
WUW, a non-profit organization, help
fund these services for people seek-
ing help.

*****
When Mrs. S, a local teacher, be-

gan looking at childcare options for
her 2-year-old son, she visited no
fewer than 15 local centers.

“When I came upon Westfield Day
Care Center, I found that the director
didn’t stress the number of comput-
ers or the security system they had.
Instead, she talked to my son, asking
him about his pets and other inter-
ests,” she recalled.

Everything else felt right, too, she
said, from the welcoming open doors
in the classrooms to the diversity of
teachers’ ages, and she enrolled her
son. When her second son turned 18
months, he joined his older brother.

The family was in a good place:
their monthly childcare payments
were in line with what childcare cen-
ters charge for full-time care for two,
and between Mrs. S’s salary and her
husband’s income, they were able to
afford the fees.

Then, Mr. S lost his job. To further
complicate the situation, he was hos-
pitalized twice and had to undergo
major surgery each time. Suddenly,
the couple found themselves trying to
stay afloat on one salary.

“Thankfully, I had excellent medi-
cal coverage, but we did need to rely
on my parents when we needed addi-
tional help,” Mrs. S shared. “I was
able to cover our mortgage and taxes,
and we desperately wanted to stay in
Westfield, where we and our children

had made friends and put down roots.”
With all the disruption at home,

Mrs. S felt very strongly [in] keeping
her sons’ day-to-day lives consistent.
Her childcare bills, though, swelled as
her older son entered kindergarten.
And she needed to be able to go to her
own job working with children with
the peace of mind that her own chil-
dren were in good hands. “I couldn’t
go to work worrying about them,” she
stressed.

She initially kept her struggles pri-
vate, though her husband’s hospital-
izations soon forced her to reach out.
At the end of one particularly tough
day, an office worker at Westfield
Day Care Center noticed her stress
level and suggested that she apply for
a scholarship.

“I had no idea that Westfield Day
Care even had such a program. Reduc-
ing our childcare costs $300 a month
eased the strain on our finances. By
doing that, they gave me hope during
a very difficult time,” said Mrs. S,
adding that her husband is now back at
work and that they are able to cover the
costs of her younger son’s tuition.

Westfield Day Care Center Direc-
tor Thera Rocco underscores Mrs.
S’s first impressions of the school
when she glows about the staff.

“We offer quality, affordable
childcare, and our teachers are all cer-
tified. They’ve worked here an average
of 12 years, and we have six who have
been here more than 20 years,” she said.

With childcare provider turnover
rates as high as 24 percent annually,
Westfield Day Care’s teacher longev-
ity is unusually impressive and one
sign of a high-quality program, she
said.

Most experts agree that a lack of
high quality, affordable childcare is a
hurdle for women who must or choose
to re-enter the workforce. While
Westfield Day Care Center provides
services for all income levels, Ms.
Rocco emphasizes how they help
many families for whom the costs are
just not manageable.

“Our needy families are not all
single-parent households. We have a
wide range of families with parents
who both work, but are in lower pay-
ing fields. Our scholarships, made
available through a grant from the
Westfield United Way, are a wonder-
ful thing to offer people who, like
Mrs. S, are anxious to keep their
children’s situations positive and con-
sistent,” she said.

The WUW supports its member
agencies through the contributions of
local individuals, businesses and pro-
fessionals. This year’s annual
fundraising campaign is underway,
with a goal of raising $715,000.

Those interested can send tax-de-
ductible donations to the WUW at
301 North Avenue East, Westfield,
N.J., 07090, or make an online pledge
at westfieldunitedway.org.

Freeholders to Get 3-Percent
Raise, Directors 3-6 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County de-
partment heads will receive raises
between 3 and 6 percent under an
ordinance the county freeholders
passed last Thursday. The freehold-
ers will receive a 3-percent boost
pushing their part-time post over the
$30,000 mark. The raises of depart-
ment heads and freeholders are retro-
active to January 1 of this year.

The freeholders, who will now be
paid $30,385, an increase of $885,
last received a hike in 2005. The
board chairman will earn $32,445
and the vice-chairman will receive
$31,415, according to a copy of the
ordinance obtained by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the raises place the Union
County freeholder salaries to fourth
highest among New Jersey’s 21 coun-
ties. He said the county has the “fourth
or fifth” highest population in the
state. Total increases for department
heads are $32,717 this year, com-
pared to $37,354 in 2006 and $41,150
in 2005. The freeholders received a
$1,500 increase in 2005, amounting
to a 5.3 percent raise.

County Manager George
Devanney’s salary will jump $6,301
to $163,831 while Deputy County
Manager Elizabeth Genievich’s sal-
ary will be $142,440, a $4,817 in-
crease. Other pending increases are:
County Counsel Robert Barry, a
$4,249 increase to $145,868; Eco-
nomic Development Director Al
Faella, a hike of $6,295 to $113,670;
Engineering and Public Works Di-
rector Joe Graziano, a boost of $3,240
to $111,240; Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, a jump of $3,791 to
$126,377 and Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo, an increase of
$4,024 to $127,825.

Harold Gibson, the head of public
safety, and Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Charles Sigmund were the only
department directors who will not
receive raises. Both will no longer be
directors; they instead will lead divi-
sions under restructuring by the
county.

Mr. Gibson will head the newly
created office of juvenile justice and
delinquency prevention and gang re-
duction. He will take over his new
duties on January 1 at his current
salary of $113,793.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sigmund will con-
tinue to head parks and recreation but
will now report to Mr. Faella within
the department of economic develop-
ment. He had directed the parks and
recreation and facilities department.
Mr. D’Elia said the facilities division
would be transferred to the engineer-
ing department.

The ordinance authorizing the
raises passed, 9-0, on first reading; a
second reading and adoption follow-
ing a public hearing is scheduled for
Thursday, December 20.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, asked for information on the
raises that was not available during
the meeting. “Can you be more spe-
cific?” she questioned the board. “You
don’t have their names? That’s ab-
surd.”

“The [freeholders] clerk can pro-
vide you with that information,” Free-
holder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski
responded.

Not happy with the response, Ms.
Renna, one of three members of the
public in attendance said, “We are
talking about hundreds of thousands
of dollars” in salaries.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood also
asked for the information, saying he
wanted to see it before determining
“whether you deserve the raises.”

He later read the first part of his
“Union County Countdown to Disas-
ter – 2007,” which he reads each
December to the freeholders.

He summed up a list of lawsuits
against the county, county tax hikes,
the use of county cars for non-work
activities and a photo opportunity for
a county freeholder candidate staged
in front of the county’s new home-
land security boat.

Mr. Paterson said county government
continues to use “waste, mismanage-
ment and corruption” in its operations.

“Thank you for your political inter-
pretation,” Ms. Kowalski responded.

The board also passed a resolution
in support of state legation, A-3093
and S-1973, which would increase
the annual appropriation requirement
for the Senior Citizens and Disabled
Residents Transportation program
from 7.5 to 8.5 percent of the amount
ofrevenues deposited into the state’s
Casino Revenue Trust Fund. No ac-
tion has been taken on the legislation
since it cleared Senate and Assembly
committees last year.

Corzine, Lesniak to Raise
$30 Mil. for Rutgers Stadium
Governor Jon Corzine and State

Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth) have sent a letter to the board of
governors of Rutgers University an-
nouncing their intent to lead a
fundraising effort to raise $30 million
for the expansion of Rutgers Sta-
dium. Ten percent of that amount has
already been raised. The announce-
ment follows Mr. Corzine’s decision
to pull the plug on the $30-million
loan to Rutgers over concerns for the
state’s financial situation.
GOP to Appeal Judge’s Decision

Not to Release ‘Tolls’ Report
GOP State Assemblywoman Jenni-

fer Beck (LD-12, Morganville) and As-
semblyman Sean Kean (LD-11, Wall)
said they would appeal a court decision
allowing the Corzine Administration to
withhold its preliminary report on mon-
etization until the report is complete,
according to The Star-Ledger.

The report examines the prospect
of raising tolls as part of plan to use
the state’s assets – namely toll roads
– as part of an overall restructuring of
the state’s debt. Mr. Corzine plans to
reveal details of his plan in his State
of the State address on January 8.

Senate Votes to Eliminate
Death Penalty in State

The State Senate on Monday ap-
proved legislation to repeal the state
death penalty, 21-16. The Assembly
will vote on the measure today, ac-
cording to The Star-Ledger. Governor
Jon Corzine has said he would sign it
if the Legislature approves it. The last
execution in the state occurred in 1963.

Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den) was one of three Democratic sena-

tors who voted against the measure.
State Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
voted against the bill. Four GOP sena-
tors voted to end the death penalty.
Citizens’ Group Presents Petition
To Change Form of Government

The Citizens for a United Union, a
group started by downtown property
owners, has collected 6,643 petitions
in its effort to put a referendum be-
fore voters seeking a change in Union
Township government, The Star-Led-
ger has reported. The group wants the
town to change to a council-manager
form of government from the 170-
year-old township-committee struc-
ture. If 5,523 of the total signatures
presented are valid, a special election
will be held in February or March for
voters to decide whether to change
the form of government.

Ex-Clark Councilman Barr
Considers Run for Congress
CLARK — Former Clark Council-

man Jon-Henry Barr has announced
that he is forming an exploratory com-
mittee to determine whether he will
run for the Seventh Congressional
District seat Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-
New Providence) will vacate.

Mr. Barr, 37, served on the Clark
council in 1993 and 1994. He is cur-
rently the Clark municipal prosecu-
tor and the president-elect of the New
Jersey State Municipal Prosecutors
Association. He is a partner in the
Clark law firm of Barr and Canada,
L.L.C., as well as a member and the
immediate past president of the Clark
Volunteer Emergency Squad.

“I have the leadership qualifica-
tions, integrity and conservative prin-
ciples that are necessary to win the
Republican nomination and the gen-

eral election,” Mr. Barr said. “Most of
the currently announced candidates
have never run in a competitive elec-
tion, and some have never held any
elective office. I know what it is like
to both win big and lose narrowly,
and my experience has prepared me
to implement a winning plan for the
Seventh District congressional seat.”

“We simply cannot afford to con-
duct business as usual,” he said. “Our
party, our state and our country need
to return to the common sense con-
servative principles that brought us
prosperity and pride during the
Reagan Administration. I want to be
a part of that effort. I want to go to
Washington so that when I leave of-
fice my constituents will say, ‘He did
a great job and left us in better shape
than when he came in.’”

DECORATION CELEBRATION…The Cub Scouts of Pack 73, Den 6, of Holy
Trinity set up the manger scene in front of the North Side Railroad Station. The
Knights of Columbus Council 1711 of Westfield donates the manger annually; it
is now in place with the Christmas tree and the Menorah. After finishing their
work, the scouts and adults sang Christmas carols.

CHEERFUL CHURNER…Kindergarteners at the Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison learned how to churn butter and make buttermilk during a special
demonstration by Jane Chrysostom of Homesteading 101. Above, Judy Minnium,
the daughter of Peter and Ann Minnium, of Scotch Plains takes her turn.
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Parks, Recreation Dept.
To Merge With County

Econ. Development
UNION COUNTY – Union County

Manager George Devanney on Fri-
day announced the creation of the
department of parks and community
renewal.

The new department is a merger of
the department of parks, recreation
and facilities and the department of
economic development. It will in-
clude a total of 320 employees, ac-
cording to a press release issued last
Friday.

Officials said the newly structured
department will enable it to provide
increased marketing, research and out-
reach capabilities, as well as increased
grant opportunities and environmental
improvements and maintenance and
project-management efficiencies.

As one of its new initiatives, the
department will also manage, plan
and leverage the county’s open-space
holdings, Mr. Devanney said.

Since 2002, more than 300 acres of
green space have been added to the
county parks inventory, as well as
new parks, including Bezega Park in
Rahway, Rizzuto Park in Union and
the Passaic River Trail Park in Berke-
ley Heights.

The acquisitions tripled the origi-
nal goal of the county’s open-space
trust fund in five years, and the new
parks were among the first to be added
to the county parks system in de-
cades.

“Because of this rapid growth, the
county is on the brink of an historic
opportunity that can provide lasting
quality-of-life benefits to all Union
County residents,” said Freeholder
Deborah Scanlon, chairman of the
freeholders’ policy committee.

Mr. Devanney said proper man-
agement of these new properties
would require transportation, com-
munity development, demographic
research, grant acquisition and pub-
lic outreach.

“The department of economic de-
velopment specializes in these ar-
eas,” he said. “It made sense to bring
these two departments together to
help maximize the full potential of
the new properties and our existing
facilities.”

The new department will include
the economic development’s
department’s planning and Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS)
units. The new department will uti-
lize available technology and infor-
mation to improve parks programs
and facilities. Officials said it will
consolidate various grant programs
within the county and leverage fund-
ing to provide additional recreational
opportunities and improvements to
parks facilities.

Another new initiative will include
the merging of the housing and envi-
ronmental bureaus to provide in-
creased energy-efficient and afford-
able housing units, reduce lead and
other toxins and create safer living
structures for seniors and children,
according to the press release.

Al Faella, the former director of
economic development, has become
the director of the new department
and said he looks forward to leading
the new department.

“We will work to encourage ‘out-
side-the-box’ thinking,” Mr. Faella
said. “This collaboration will also
bring a new energy and a new way of
proactively addressing existing
projects and responsibilities.”

The department of parks and com-
munity renewal will consist of five
divisions – information technologies,
division of planning and community
development, division of park main-
tenance and administrative support,
division of parks planning and envi-
ronmental services and the division
of golf operations.

The new department will also in-
clude the newly created bureau of
community relations and outreach,
which will work in conjunction with
the office of cultural and heritage
affairs.

The division of facilities, formerly
with parks and recreation, has been
transferred to the department of pub-
lic works and engineering, as have
the Scotch Plains employees from the
Division of Motor Vehicles.

We’ll help you Create The Perfect basket for family and friends!

Woodbridge
•CABERNET       •SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY   •MERLOT
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING

•CABERNET   
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL1299

M&R Asti 999

Blackstone
California

Wines
ALL TYPES

899

Yellow
Tail
ALL TYPES

1199

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave., Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 12 thru Tues., Dec. 25, 2007. We reserve the right
to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Grey Goose Vodka

2799REG. OR
FLAVORED

CASK
16

Inniskillin
Vidal
Ice
Wine 4199

Georges
Duboeuf
Beaujolais
Nouveau 799

750
ML

Absolut Vodka

2299REG. OR
FLAVORED

1 LTR

Jack Daniels

3799

Jose Cuervo

3499GOLD OR
CLASICO
WHITE

LIGHT
OR GOLD

Johnnie Walker

2999
Tanqueray

3299

Bacardi Rum

1999

Francsac
Extra

25-Year Old
Cognac

5999

VODKA

1.75 LCrystal 999

GIN

RUM

BOURBON

1.75 L

Captain Morgan
SPICED
RUM 2599

1.75 L

Olifant 1999

1.75 L
Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

1.75 L
Smirnoff
REGULAR 1999

1.75 LGordon’s 1599

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1.75 LJohn Begg 1699

750
ML

Glenlivet
Nadurra 4999

Dewar’s
WHITE
LABEL

2999

Hendrick’s

3299

750
ML

Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3399

750
ML

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3399

750
ML

Macallan
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3999

750
ML

Dalmore
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 2799

Speyburn
10-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 1999

Ketel One
REG. OR CITROEN 3699

Plymouth 1999

WHISKIES
Jameson
12-YEAR OLD
IRISH WHISKEY 3499Knob Creek 2699

Woodford
Reserve 2699

Remy
Martin
Cognacs ALL 750 ML

VSOP 3399
XO 9999

CARNEROS
•Chardonnay . . . .1499

•Merlot  . . . . . . . . . .1599

•Cabernet. . . . . . . 1799
•Cabernet
•Merlot . . . . . . . . . . 1299

•Chardonnay. . . . . . 999

•Sauvignon Blanc
•Johannisberg
Riesling . . . . . . . . . . . 899 •Fume Blanc. . . . 1399

Almaden
•CHABLIS    •RHINE
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY 1099

5 L
BOX

5 L
BOX

•Riserva Ducale
CHIANTI
GOLD LABEL 2799

Opici
HOMEMADE 
BARBERONE 1299

TEQUILA

COGNACS
ALL 750 MLDe Laroche

VS

1499
VSOP

1999
XO

3999

GREEN
15-YR. OLD

4499

GOLD
18-YR. OLD

6499

BLUE
LABEL

17499
750
ML

BLUE
LABEL

32999
1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

Family of Scotches

Johnnie
Walker

Johnnie
Walker

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE 3799

Domaine Ste. Michelle
SPARKLING WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT  •BLANC DE NOIR 1499

Louis Roederer
BRUT PREMIUM CHAMPAGNE 3699

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

Barefoot Bubbly
ALL TYPES 799

Banfi ROSA REGALE 1599Dom Perignon
BRUT CHAMPAGNE 12999

Moet & Chandon
WHITE STAR 3299

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole BLUE TOP 2699

750
ML

750
ML

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes Ports & Sherries

•Harvey’s
BRISTOL CREAM
SHERRY

•Dry Sack
SHERRY 1299

999

•Modus  . . .1999

•Il Ducale
RED  . . . . . . . .1599

ALTO ADIGE
•Pinot Grigio

1299

Fonseca
PORTS    ALL 750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot
Grigio 1899 ALL 750 MLS

ALL 750 ML

Infinity

RUSSIAN RIVER
•Chardonnay1499

ALEXANDER VALLEY
•Cabernet Sauvignon
RUSSIAN RIVER

•Pinot Noir1999

Moselland
Riesling

999

375
ML

Sutter Home
White
Zinfandel 699

1.5 L 1.5 L

750
ML

Seagram’s 
7 Crown 1699

Crown Royal2199

Canadian 
Club 1699

750
ML

750
ML

Gentleman
Jack SOUR MASH 2399

750
ML

750
ML

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

750
ML

Don Julio
ALL 750 ML

Patron
SILVER 3799

Debriac XO 2999

Di Lupo
•Chianti
Riserva 999

750
ML

750
ML

Gilbey’s 1399

1.75 L

1.75 L1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML750

ML

RED
LABEL GIN

Crown Royal

7999

1099
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Bella Sera
Pinot Grigio
(AND ALL
OTHER TYPES)1099

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

Chateau
Ste. Michelle

RuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffino

4 L
750
ML

1.5 L

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

®

Debit
Card

•Baileys All Types
•Di Saronno

1899

Chambord

2499 2099

•Cointreau
•Grand Marnier

•B&B Liqueur
•Drambuie

Frangelico

750 ML

750 ML750 ML

1 L

1999
750 
ML

2999 2699750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

899
1.5 L

•Irish Mist
•Licor 43
•Romana

Sambuca
REGULAR OR BLACK

•Starbucks
COFFEE OR CREAM LIQUEUR

1.75 L

1.75 L

1 LTR

750
ML

750
ML

Kahlua

1799
750 ML

SILVER  . . . .3799

REPOSADO  . .4199

AÑEJO  . . . .4499

•BIN 27  . .1499

•LBV  . . . . . .1599

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice! Your

Choice!

Your
Choice!

By
Ship!

BeerBeer Is At
Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported &
Domestic Beer: MORE THAN  ANYONE ELSE IN
NEW JERSEY!

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Dec. 25, 2007

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Holiday Gift Baskets

Ewephoria

899 Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Specialty 
Gourmet Foods

$2.00
OFF

This sheep’s milk Gouda
brings happiness where ever

it goes. Creamy on the
tongue with a nutty finish,

this imported Dutch Cheese
is perfect for entertaining.

$10.00 or More

Toward The Purchase of
REG.

14.99 lb.lb.

Mimolette

1499

This delicate cow’s milk
cheese from France is

famous for its’ deep russet
color and cannon ball like

shape. Cheddar-like in flavor,
Mimolette is a hit on any

cheese platter.

REG.
18.99 lb.lb.

Garrotxa

1599

This aged goat’s milk cheese
from Spain has a semi-soft
and compact texture with a
surprisingly delicate flavor
and clean, smooth finish.

REG.
19.99 lb.lb.

Epoisse

1299

From Burgundy in France,
Epoisses is a perennial

favorite with fans of strong-
smelling cheese. This soft
cow’s milk cheese has a

washed rind, pungent flavor,
and spreadable silky paste.

Individual 9-oz. pieces

REG.
16.99

THE PERFECT GIFT...

With this coupon. Good at Westfiled ShopRite
Liquors only. Effective thru Wed., Dec. 19, 2007.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Save 23%
When you buy 12 or more 

750 ml bottles of Wine
Valid Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday Only. Sale

items excluded. Good at Westfield ShopRite Liquors only.
Effective thru Wed., Dec. 19, 2007.

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!

Improvement Auth.
Changes Meeting Time

Editor’s Note: The Union County
Improvement Authority met last
Wednesday at 1 p.m., changing the
time of its meeting from 7 p.m. The
Westfield Leader and The Times
reporter arrived at the original
posted time, only to find a notice on
the from door of the change in
meeting time. The authority sent no
notice to this newspaper, one of the
official Union County-designated
newspapers.

The authority meets the first
Wednesday of the month at 10
Cherry Street in Elizabeth.

goleader.com
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Time to Switch Back to
Paper Ballots in Voting

All studies suggest that we should be
returning to paper ballots with and pens
and hand counting of our ballots. And,
without doubt, it is information, which
our town should be heeding.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Councilman Echausse Served with
Distinction, Put Public Policy First

Margaret Chase Smith was a represen-
tative from Maine who beginning in 1940
served four terms in the House and four
terms in the U.S. Senate. At the end of her
32-year career, she discussed her feelings
about public service. She said:

“My creed is that public service must
be more than doing a job efficiently and
honestly. It must be a complete dedica-
tion to the people and to the nation with
full recognition that every human being is
entitled to courtesy and consideration,
that constructive criticism is not only to
be expected but sought, that smears are
not only to be expected but fought, that
honor is to be earned, not bought.”

For the last five of his seven years on
the Westfield Town Council, I have had
the privilege to serve with Pete Echausse,
and, for both of us, the privilege of repre-
senting the residents of the first ward.
Peter’s service has embodied all of the
ideals that Margaret Chase Smith talked
about, many of which we are sad to say
are in short supply in the State of New
Jersey. As the senior member of the coun-
cil, Peter has been an ideal role model for
all councilpersons as to the diligence,
professionalism and compassion each
should bring to this elected office.

As many will tell you, we strive very
hard in Westfield to make our local gov-
ernment and political culture better than
what we are use to on the county and state
levels. And no one in recent history has
tried harder than Peter. As chairman of
the finance committee for the last three
years, he set the standard for the values
important in all of our financial processes:
honesty, integrity, efficiency and most of
all, total transparency.

Those of you who have reached out to
Peter with a problem or a question, or
engaged him in conversation on your
doorstep during one of his many trips
around the ward, you know that Pete
cares about not just the problem, but the
person with the problem. He clearly rep-
resents what Margaret Chase Smith is
talking about in giving courtesy, respect
and concern to each individual citizen.

Pete and I walked the ward many times
together, and what amazed me most about
Pete is that we would come up to a front
door and he would remember the first and
last name of the family that lived there, he
would remember a concern they may
have had in years past and he would also
remember how we tried to solve it.

I usually remembered which houses
had very big dogs and felt maybe we
should just keep walking. But seriously,
the kind of personal recall Pete had comes
only to a person who cares about people
and takes this $1-a-year job with great
seriousness and commitment.

Where Pete might have occasionally
bumped up against Mrs. Smith’s defini-
tion was when it came to constructive

criticism and fighting smears. Pete did
not like criticism, he always followed up
with a private or public conversation to
extend the dialogue and try to understand
other opinions. When criticism [became]
politically motivated or self-serving, or it
crossed the line and it seemed to anger
Pete; however, the truth is he was more
hurt than angered.

What hurt Pete was that kind of ugli-
ness lowers and devalues the discussion
and hinders an elevation of the dialogue.
It was also one of the ongoing negatives
about state and county politics that we
should keep out of the Westfield culture.
Pete believes that as a community, we
should aspire to a culture of greater and
higher non-partisan values, and that po-
litical lawn signs were divisive and should
be discouraged in our neighborhoods.
Westfield is closer yet to a non-partisan
political culture thanks to Peter Echausse’s
service and let me explain why:

A few years back at a critical point in the
debate, Peter broke away from a position
held by the mayor, the majority of his party
and the majority of town council to oppose
the proposed parking deck. People called
that an act of political courage, I guess
because if that happened in our current
county government, as we have seen re-
cently, it would be considered an act of high
treason followed by the death penalty.

But it was something different in
Westfield. It was Pete Echausse leading
by example, showing us his character and
his belief that public service is not about
party loyalty. It is about public policy and
the responsibility of an elected official to
serve, above all else, what he or she
believes to be the public good. Once
again it was Pete Echausse representing
what is different about Westfield and
what Margaret Chase Smith referred to as
earning your honor.

As we say good-bye to Pete, we must
also thank the person who made his ser-
vice possible and shared its obligation,
Pete’s wonderful wife Colleen. She is an
outstanding mother, a tremendous person
and a woman who shares Pete’s passion
for our community by way of her service
in many school and charitable organiza-
tions. Colleen, I will miss all of the help
and encouragement you gave to both Pete
and I in this often difficult job, and I thank
you, and while I am at it, my wife Darleen
too for your love and support.

My good friend Pete, it has been an
honor to serve and learn at your side, to
fight some very good fights together and
to work to prove there is much that is good
and to still be hopeful about when it
comes to New Jersey politics and politi-
cians. Thank you for giving us all that
hope with your service.

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman, Ward One

Finding New Township Manager
Needs to be Done Non-Politically

After a year in which everything from the mu-
nicipal budget to township volunteers to soccer
fields to student parking has been politicized in
Scotch Plains, we’d hope  the process of selecting
a new township manager next year does not de-
scend into another round of partisan bickering and
political posturing. Whoever the township council
chooses to succeed Tom Atkins will already have
big enough shoes to fill without also having to deal
with political backbiting and efforts to undermine
his or her authority.

Under Scotch Plains’ council-manager govern-
ment structure, the manager serves as the
township’s chief executive officer and prepares
the annual municipal budget for the council, over-
sees the negotiation and implementation of con-
tracts and handles most personnel matters while
running the government’s day-to-day operations.
The manager’s position in Scotch Plains is not
merely a glorified secretarial job involving the
opening of mail and the signing of official corre-
spondence. Nor is it a political platform from
which to curry favor with one party or the other.

Mr. Atkins has served admirably — and non-
politically — as municipal manager since 1980.
He has criticized both parties on occasion and he
has complimented them as well. He has never
faced a full-scale revolt by any township council,

Democrat or Republican, during annual delibera-
tions on the budget he submits. Years of private
conversations as well as a look back at his public
utterances offer us no clue as to which way he
leans politically—and that speaks volumes about
the nonpartisan way he has performed his job. His
successor needs to be someone of similar makeup.

While next year is an election year in Scotch
Plains—with the mayor’s seat and one council
seat up for grabs — the partisan sniping has
already been under way since the start of this year,
setting up the 2008 municipal campaign to be
almost as unending as the 2008 presidential cam-
paign. It is our hope that the township election
campaign does not hamper the search for the most
qualified person to serve as municipal manager.
It’d be a small victory if neither side next fall
makes the search a campaign issue.

The council is solely responsible for finding Mr.
Atkins’ successor, and it is our further hope that
outside forces do not unnecessarily influence or
complicate their efforts. Mr. Atkins proved that a
municipal manager does not have to curry favor
with political parties to be an effective administra-
tor. Now it’s the council’s turn to show that they
can agree unanimously on the next township man-
ager without descending into political gamesman-
ship.

Without English, an Immigrant’s
‘Child Will be Left Behind’

This year, there have been multiple tragic acci-
dents, workplace problems and personal injuries
involving area residents.

We grieve for the families of two Linden residents
who fell 47 floors this weekend in Manhattan when
their window-washing scaffolding let loose. Two
weeks back, two men died in Linden of asphyxia-
tion while cleaning an industrial tank.

Earlier this year, passersby in Westfield saved two
men from death from carbon monoxide poisoning.
The workers were in a store basement – a closed
environment – using a gasoline engine-driven power
washer.

The much-publicized plight of Congo – the dog
sentenced to death in Princeton, now reprieved –
involved workers entering a yard and getting at-
tacked, after they had been told not to enter. Report-
edly, they had difficulty with English.

Topps Meat Co. in Elizabeth closed in October
following an E-Coli outbreak. Because of bad and
lacking records, they were forced to recall more
than 21 million pounds of meat. The 67-year-old
company was wiped out, and 77 workers lost their
jobs.

We feel there is a common thread to the above
matters. There is public debate during which some
propose that incidents like these are related to
language problems – non-English speaking work-
ers who receive poor training and inadequate super-
vision.

In spite of this, in ongoing efforts in Washington,
Congress is moving to subject employers to dis-

crimination lawsuits for requiring their employees
to speak English.

Even more stunning in this action by Congress is
that its immediate target is the Salvation Army – one
of the best and unselfish servants of the needy and
downtrodden. To do its good work, the Salvation
Army requires their employees to speak English in
their thrift shops.

Congress and the Equal Employment Opportuni-
ties Commission (EEOC) may be well intentioned,
but we think they may be totally blind with their
actions against the Salvation Army.

In our opinion, it does no one any good for
government and educators to block the learning of
a common language in our country – that language
is English. To ignore this fact subjects those not
fluent in English to a lifetime of disadvantage.

One of America’s greatest strengths is, and has
been, diversity – but it has been bound together in
English. It’s in our best interests and in the interests
of immigrants to foster this, not to fracture it.

Public education is failing in schools that teach
English as a second language. Just look at the
literacy rate of high school graduates from the City
of Elizabeth.

Educators can best help immigrants by focusing
education on learning English, learning to read and
write and learning mathematics. From this, the
learning of civics flows; and immigrants will be less
likely to be the victims of sub-prime mortgages.

Until we do, an immigrant’s child will be “left
behind.”

When You Said ‘Coach,’
Everyone Knew Who You Meant

Growing up in Westfield during the
decade of the 60s, we knew who everyone
was talking about when they said the
name “Coach.”

From my earliest attendance at a game
in 1961 – yes, I was one of those playing
touch/tackle football by the end zone and
not really paying attention to the game –
I dreamed of playing for WHS. When I
played at Roosevelt Junior High School,
all we could think about was the day we
would put on the blue and white and play
for Coach Kehler.

We would not be disappointed. His
fire, his commitment, his passion for the
game was contagious and we lived for
those all-too-few Saturdays when our long
hours of practice would be displayed dur-
ing the game.

But the measure of Coach Kehler will
never be captured by the number of wins
or the scores – he was a man of character,
discipline and integrity and his impact
goes far beyond the playing field, wres-
tling mat or golf courses. He taught that
our goal was perfection – but we would
accept excellence.

Those of us who had the privilege of
playing for him have lost a mentor, an
inspiration and a friend whose influence
has affected many lives across many gen-
erations. Thank you, Ms. Alice, for shar-
ing him and may the Lord bless you and
your family in a special way during the
tender days ahead.

Dr. Ken Cutrer,
Shively Baptist Church

Louisville, Kentucky

Parked Cars are Hit on
West Broad Street

On Friday night, it happened again. On
the 400-500 block of West Broad Street,
another car was hit while parked on the
street by a moving vehicle in the late
evening hours. How many accidents does
that town have to record before they ad
speed bumps or patrol this area for speed-
ers?

This happens many times per year in
the same block of West Broad Street. I
don’t understand. What is the town wait-
ing for? Something should be done. It’s
not safe to park your car in front of your
residence, without it being damaged.

Jill Anderson
Westfield

WF Health Thanks
Sponsors of Fall Fair
The Westfield Regional Health De-

partment would like to thank the follow-
ing vendors for sponsoring our fall health
fair on November 17.

Bovella’s Bakery of Westfield, Chest-
nut Hill Market of Roselle Park, Dunkin’
Donuts of Garwood, Kings of Garwood,
Manhattan Bagels of Westfield, Print Tech
of Westfield, Starbucks of Westfield, Stop
and Shop of Westfield, Trader Joe’s of
Westfield and Williams Nursery of
Westfield.

Their tremendous generosity has helped
make our health fair a success for yet
another year.

Megan Cornish,
Nursing Supervisor

Westfield Health Department

Keep Cranford Quaint,
Stop Over-Development

Why are our DMC [Downtown Man-
agement Corporation] and township offi-
cials chasing after a 149-unit apartment
house, 17 townhouses and a 300-space
parking garage on the outskirts of our
downtown? The project is known as the
Riverfront development along South
Avenue in Cranford. The proposed de-
veloper (S. Hekemian Group) gave a pre-
sentation to the public on November 28.

If they, as well as the citizens who are
fighting this project, redirected their time
and energy in further revitalizing our
immediate downtown, we would be a
town to reckon with and all Cranford
citizens would benefit.

Cranford is a quaint, small town with
many good things going for it. We need to
concentrate and build on what we have
and stop overdevelopment.

Ann Steinbach
Cranford

We Carry the Marks of
Coach Kehler’s Chisel

Coach Kehler’s Priceless Principles
Pass on to the Hearts of Others

Gary Kehler didn’t just make us cham-
pions, he made football fun and devel-
oped us as men. Football in college was
not nearly as enjoyable, or as valuable a
life experience. This serves as evidence
of how blessed we all were to have played
under Coach Kehler.

A few years ago, I learned that I had
been selected as a member of the All-
Kehler football team. I have had some
success in politics, and in my senior year
at Westfield, I was selected to the Star
Ledger’s All-State team, but this honor
moved me more powerfully than the oth-
ers, and made me feel deeply humbled.

Kehler brought out the best in genera-
tions of gridders, and given my meager

athletic abilities (Zimmer always used to
say, “Schundler you’re not very big, but
you certainly are slow”), I could not be-
lieve that I deserved the spot. But it says
something about Gary’s ability to moti-
vate and form the character of young men
that he could take kids as lacking in physi-
cal prowess as me, and turn even us into
great football players.

I won’t be able to be at the memorial
service. I’ll be in Poland giving a speech.
But as I stand there, I will be carrying the
marks of his chisel. Coach Kehler was a
sculpter of men.

Bret Schundler
WHS ’77

I am truly heart broken by the news of
‘‘My Coach,’’ Gary Kehler’s passing.
Not only was he my varsity wrestling
coach during my three years as a Blue
Devil, but a great friend during that time.

There are so many things I can say but
I am lost for words. I am currently a high
school assistant wrestling coach at Mor-
gan County High School in Madison,
Georgia. There’s not a day goes by when
at practice or sitting on the edge of the mat
watching my son wrestle varsity at 130
pounds, that I ask myself, “what would
Coach Kehler do or say?”

I try to instill in these young men the

same sportsmanship, pride, class and hard
work ethic that Coach Kehler taught me
and my teammates, with the hope that
when they leave the mat for the last time,
they will take these priceless principles
into there hearts and pass them on to
others. To Todd and his family — He will
be truly missed.

Neil Palmer, WHS 1981
Madison, Ga.

P.S. Please let Owen Brand know I said
hello. He used to pound on me all the time
(Scott’s little bother) playing in the field
next to my house on Lincoln Road.

Reader Requests that Union County
Audit Report be Posted on Internet

I read your weekly column with great
interest [Paul Peyton, Peek of the Week]
and especially look forward to public
revelations of misdeeds and abuse of pub-
lic trust by our elected and appointed
government officials. In that regard I am
rarely disappointed.

As you may know, excessive and abu-
sive Union County spending and lack of
financial accountability have been on my
radar screen for years. The annual audit
reports provide a window into the Union
County financial picture and identify some
areas of concern. I checked on the goleader
website to see if you have the Union
County 2007 audit report available. Un-
fortunately, the latest report on file is the
2006 audit you obtained December 20,
2006 via OPRA request.

The Union County Watchdog Associa-

tion recently requested the 2007 report but
the county responded that they “do not
have an audit.”

It occurred to me that The Westfield
Leader may have obtained, or plans to
obtain, the 2007 Union County Audit
Report. If so, please let me know if and
when you will be posting it on your
website.

Thanks for your ongoing efforts to
keep our citizens and taxpayers informed
about government and political events —
good and bad.

John Marquardt, Sr.
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: Union County expects to
receive its audit report within the week
and will provide a copy to this newspaper.
We will publish it on goleader.com shortly.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gymnotus – South American fresh-

water electric eel
2. Amyous – Lacking muscle or mus-

cular strength
3. Siriasis – A sunstroke
4. Polemy – Warfare or opposition

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LAAGER
1. To arrange or form in a defensive

enclosure
2. Magic, wizardry
3. Solidified; hardened
4. A recorder or registrar

PRATTI
1. Covered with hair
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Cymbals
4. Resembling a porcupine

ULETIC
1. Rainy; humid
2. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
3. One given to falsehoods; prevarica-

tions
4. Pertaining to the gums

TUSSAH
1. An undomesticated Asiatic silkworm
2. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
3. Inflammation of the oil glands of the

skin
4. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
goleader.com/help

goleader.com/presskit
goleader.com/classifieds
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Post Office Moves to 24-Hr.
Unmanned Virtual Kiosks

What is Town Doing about Corner of
Fourth Avenue and South Chestnut?

NEWARK – To assist in the deliv-
ery of 20 billion cards, letters and
packages being mailed during the
holiday season between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, the US Postal
Service is introducing Automated
Postal Center (APC) kiosks with 24/
7 access in certain post office lobbies.

In this area, Westfield, Rahway and
Summit have APCs, but only Summit
and Rahway are open 24/7.

APCs are interactive kiosks, which
are unmanned, automated machines
that accept credit or debit cards from
consumers purchasing stamps and
mailing packages.

New Jersey has 33 APCs with 24/7
access. The 33 locations include:
Paramus, Ridgewood, Parsippany,
West Caldwell, Newark Main Post
Office, Summit, Rahway, South
Plainfield, Edison, Kilmer Lobby in

Edison, East Brunswick, Kendall
Park, Old Bridge, Somerset,
Hillsboro, Plainsboro, Middletown,
Englishtown, Howell, Mercerville,
USPS Trenton Processing and Distri-
bution Center lobby in Hamilton
Township, Toms River, Jackson,
Brick, Lakehurst, Bayville, Voorhees,
Medford, Cherry Hill, Bellmawr
Branch, Mt. Laurel, Maple Shade,
and Cinnaminson.

For more information and to locate
an APC, visit usps.com, select “Lo-
cate a Post Office” and follow the
prompts.

An independent federal agency, the
U.S. Postal Service is the only deliv-
ery service that visits every address in
the nation, 146 million homes and
businesses, six days a week. It has
37,000 retail locations and relies on
the sale of postage, products and ser-
vices to pay for operating expenses,
not tax dollars. The Postal Service
has annual revenues of $73 billion
and delivers nearly half the world’s
mail.

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and town council members

*****
There has been a car accident at the

corner of Fourth Avenue and South Chest-
nut Street. There was a collision of two
cars at this intersection forcing one of the
cars up and on to our property on Tues-
day, November 27 at 9 a.m. This car
drove up on to the lawn just missing a
large oak tree and uprooting a small tree.

What if my children had been playing
on the front lawn? What if other children
had been walking along the front of our
property going to the park or walking a
dog? Does there have to be a serious
injury to a child or adult to address the
hazardous condition? The town is re-
sponsible.

A driver on Fourth Avenue heading

towards South Chestnut (and from the
other direction) must creep out so far into
the intersection to see around the com-
muters’ parked cars, accidents are inevi-
table such as the one that happened on
Tuesday. Driver visibility is greatly re-
duced due to the commuters’ parked cars.
The commuters’ parked cars also create
street congestion and an extremely haz-
ardous situation for residents trying to
drive and back out of their own drive-
ways.

What is the town going to do about this
hazardous situation? We want a plan of
action. It upsets us greatly to think what
could have happened on Tuesday if chil-
dren had been playing on the lawn. What
is going to be done?

Colleen Meacock
Westfield

Westfielder Complains of Capital One
Credit Card Practices to Chairman

Dear Chairman Rich Fairbank, Capital
One Bank:

Long experience has suggested to me
that there is literally one chance in a
million that this letter will arrive at your
desk. Common sense tells me that you
are, presently, receiving probably a mil-
lion similar letters. However I will write
as though you, indeed, were reading it and
not one of your many interceptors.

And, of course, as so many others no
doubt have already done, I’m writing
about your opprobrious increase in the
APR rate of my Capital One credit card.
Frankly, Chairman Fairbank, I would
understand and sympathize with it were I
a poor customer or one with a spotty
history with your organization. But the
very opposite would seem to be the case.
I have never missed a payment, been over
my line, paid only the minimum, or even
been late on a payment. As a matter fact
I have always been what is called, “an
early payer.” Yet you have seen fit to

more or less punish me for my excellent
history as a cardholder. And it is, I’m
afraid, thoroughly beyond my powers of
comprehension.

When I have called your representa-
tives about the matter I am directed, usu-
ally, to someone almost a world, geo-
graphically, away, who, pedantically read-
ing from a script, repeats endlessly a
ritornello about Capital One’s needs in
this regard.

Unfortunately, sir, I have my own
needs; and will not accept the liability for
yours. Therefore, Chairman Fairbank,
unless the APR on my account is imme-
diately returned to at least its former
numbers, would you be good enough to
have one of your staff inform me by
return mail of the payoff balance on my
card in order that I may reduce, in one
payment, that balance to zero; and after
which close my account with your orga-
nization.

I do appreciate, sir, your company’s
stated need in increasing across the board
millions of these APRs. Perhaps you will
use that income to instigate a training
program aimed at inducing some of your
representatives to, at least, memorize their
scripts. But I do fear, sir, you will do so
without my few dollars.

Ira Lewis
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Lewis, a playwright
on Broadway and Hollywood, penned
this elegant complaint. We note he is now
paying with cash at local establishments.

Gary Kehler, One of the
Greatest Men I Ever Knew

Westfielder Hopes ‘One Faith’ Does
Not Become ‘The Faith’ for Country

Last week Westfield lost a legend. Gary
Kehler served the Westfield Public
Schools with outstanding ability and in-
tegrity for 36 years as a teacher, coach and
athletic director. He is a legend not only in
our school district, but also in the entire
state.

He is considered one of New Jersey’s
greatest coaches, with an impressive ca-
reer spanning decades as Westfield High
School’s highly successful football, wres-
tling and golf coach. Numerous State
titles and hundreds of victories later, Gary
remained both humble and humorous. He
was a role model to more than a thousand
student athletes and to the many adult
lives that he touched, always caring for
each individual.

In 1994, the year after he retired as
athletic director of the Westfield Public
Schools, the high school stadium was
named in his honor. That same year, he
became the first inductee in the Westfield
Hall of Fame. He joined us in October
2005, despite his failing health, to com-
memorate the opening of the synthetic
turf field and new track at the stadium of
his namesake.

Mr. Kehler is still revered today. On
Thanksgiving Day, the captains of the
Blue Devils football team brought him a
football that they and their teammates
signed for him. The legendary coach was
too ill that day to attend Westfield High
School’s victory over Plainfield, which
marked the 25th anniversary of his final
coaching game.

During the next few weeks on Blue
Devils TV36, our high school students
will once again broadcast their interview
with Gary Kehler that took place in Sep-
tember 2007. The Blue Devil News broad-
cast will also include some highlights
from Mr. Kehler’s participation in dis-
trict events.

We are grateful that we have these
lasting memories of Coach Kehler, who
gave so much to our school district and
our community. Perhaps current Westfield
High School Athletic Director, Ed
Tranchina, who was hired by Gary as a
football coach in 1985, sums it up best,
“Gary was one of the greatest men I ever
knew.”

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent Westfield Schools

Simons, former Westfielder,
Named Ambassador to Chile

The unfortunate introduction of reli-
gion into politics brings to mind the words
of Thomas Jefferson in “A Bill for Estab-
lishing Religious Freedom” which he
wrote for Virginia.

“… the proscribing any citizen as un-
worthy the public confidence by laying
upon him an incapacity of being called to
office of trust and emolument, unless he
profess or renounce this or that religious
opinion, is depriving him injuriously of
those privileges and advantages to which,
in common with his fellow citizens, he
has a natural right; that it tends also to
corrupt the principles of that very religion
it is meant to encourage, by bribing, with
monopoly of worldly honors and emolu-
ments, those who will externally profess
and confirm to it….’

A religious litmus test for office may
cause to be excluded candidates of high
quality who happen to profess a religious
belief different from those people admin-
istering the test. They may be required on
peril of losing a nomination for office or
the election for office to state a religious
belief not fully their own in order to win
approval. What citizen, fearing religious
condemnation, will venture to enter poli-
tics? What public agenda is hidden or lost
in the attempt to place faith at the center
of public discourse?

As a political system we are now in
waters corrosive of religious liberty and
freedom when proof of faith or of a par-

ticular faith becomes the central substan-
tial requirement for political office. Whose
faith is the “correct” faith? History is
replete with wars fought over this or that
faith as Jefferson noted. Are proponents
of faith to exclude people who have no
faith or who keep the profession of their
faith a private matter between themselves
and God?

I hope that traditional American toler-
ance for difference will maintain itself
and that one faith does not become the
faith of the country.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

SANTIAGO, CHILE — Paul
Simons, son of Gertrude Simons of
Westfield, was sworn in on Novem-
ber 9 as the United States Ambassa-
dor to the Republic of Chile.

A career foreign service officer,
Simons served in a variety of domes-
tic and overseas positions
during his twenty-five year
career with the Department
of State. Most recently, he
served as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for En-
ergy, Sanctions and Com-
modities, coordinating
U.S. energy diplomacy ini-
tiatives worldwide. Previ-
ously, as Acting Assistant
Secretary of State for In-
ternational Narcotics and
Law Enforcement Affairs, he man-
aged more than $1 billion in annual
foreign assistance resources support-
ing U.S. international drug control
and police training programs world-
wide.

As Deputy Chief of Mission at the
U.S. Embassy in Israel, Director of
the Peace Process Office in the Bu-
reau of Near Eastern Affairs, and
member of the Secretary of State’s
policy planning staff, Ambassador
Simons was involved in a range of

bilateral and multilateral Arab/Israeli
peace negotiations over the previous
decade. He led discussions on eco-
nomic and water cooperation issues.

From 1992 to 1996, Simons served
as Economic Counselor at the U.S.
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador. As inter-

national economist at the
Treasury Department, he
managed official debt
restructurings and financial
policy issues with devel-
oping countries. Earlier in
his career, he served abroad
at U.S. embassies in
Malawi and Colombia.

Before joining the State
Department, Simons
served as Assistant Vice
President for international

corporate lending at a New York based
commercial bank.

Simons received a B.A. degree from
Yale University and an M.B.A. in
Finance from New York University.
He grew up in Westfield and gradu-
ated from Holy Trinity Elementary
School and Union Catholic High
School. He is married to Victoria
Cardenas Simons, an official at the
World Bank and has two daughters
ages 11 and 14. He speaks Spanish
and French.

Paul Simons

Reading is Good

 for You

goleader.com/subscribe

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE

Help People with
Simple Tutoring

AREA — If you like to help people,
join Community Access Unlimited  tu-
tor those needing reading skills to apply
for jobs, shop, fill out applications and
lead productive lives as independent
adults.

If you have one hour a week to spare,
please contact Debra at (908) 354-3040
extension 369.

To get your club’s
activities known, see

goleader.com/organizations Wine Tasting Sat. Dec. 15th 3-5pm
GiftGiftGiftGiftGift

BaskBaskBaskBaskBasketsetsetsetsets
Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping Easy!

Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Please Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask UsPlease Ask Us
About OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout OurAbout Our

Winter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter WineWinter Wine
ClassesClassesClassesClassesClasses

There isn’t much good red wine coming out of
Germany.  They make little red there, and drink most
of the good ones themselves.  There aren’t many good
pinot noirs under $20.00, because the grape is just too
difficult to grow to do it cheaply.  So a German Pinot
Noir at this price is a small miracle.  Delicate cherry

fruit and good mineral notes are highlighted by
Christmas spice hints and a touch of cola.  This is far

better than the price suggests.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 12/19/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $18.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Dopff & Irion

Gewurztraminer
$ 18.99

Chateau de Ribebon
Bordeaux Superieur

2005  $14.99

Coopers Creek
Unoaked Chardonnay

$13.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Alsace has become, too
often, an after-thought in

the American wine business.
It remains, however, not just

the home of distinctive
wines, but also the single
best spot in the world for
Gewurztraminer.  This has

all the classic peach and nut
notes with a unique earthy
quality.  A lot of folks like

this best with turkey, but we
think it’s even better with

ham.  Decant it for 30
minutes.

There are hundreds of
inexpensive and highly

mediocre Bordeaux on the
market.  You can find stacks at

any wine/grocery store near
you.  Real quality, that at a

good price from a great
vintage, is rare.  60% merlot,
30% cabernet sauvignon and

10% cabernet franc, this is
balanced and elegant.

Wonderful cherry, cassis and
blackberry fruit.  The tannins

are light, but the structure
works well enough for roast

beef.  Sip or carve the meat, it
works both ways.

Gisborne is on the eastern
most part of the North Island

of New Zealand.  Since it
extends into the sea, it has a
great climate for chardonnay.
This is clean but deep in fruit

and creamy from extended lees
contact.  Peach and apricot,

pear and apple, this wine has
flavors to go with all kinds of

fish and chicken dishes.

Latitude 50 Pinot Noir  $14.99
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MR. AND MRS. CHARLES JASON MATINO
(She is the former Miss Kimberly Ann Hamilton)

Miss Kimberly A. Hamilton
Marries Charles J. Matino

Miss Kimberly Ann Hamilton, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Hamilton of Morris Plains, was mar-
ried on Saturday, July 7, to Charles
Jason Matino. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Matino of Little
Egg Harbor, formerly of Westfield.

The afternoon nuptials took place
at The Wynn Hotel in Las Vegas,
Nev., with the bride given in marriage
by her father and the Reverend Mose
Henney officiating. A reception fol-
lowed at The Wynn.

The bride was awarded a Bachelor
of Science degree from Pennsylvania
State University and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from

Fairleigh Dickinson University. She
is employed with Hoffmann-La
Roche in Los Angeles, Calif.

The bridegroom received a Bach-
elor of Science degree from Califor-
nia State University. He is employed
with Saks Fifth Avenue in Beverly
Hills, Calif.

The couple resides in Los Angeles.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Christmas Traditions

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will celebrate the
holidays this Sunday, December 16,
from 2 to 4 p.m. with “Christmas
Traditions – Red and Green Rule!”

Described as ideal for children, the
program will provide answers to such
questions as why people eat candy
canes at Christmas, where Santa Claus
got his red suit and why homes are
decorated with holly, greens and
mistletoe. Light refreshments will be
served.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able for tours of the fully furnished
farmhouse that Samuel Miller built in
1740 for his bride, Sabra. Joseph Cory
purchased the home in 1782. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Admission to the museum for this
program is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Visitors also are invited to
stop by the museum’s gift shop, which
carries a variety of Colonial repro-

ductions, crafts, cookbooks, home-
made jellies and educational items.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will be closed on Sundays until Janu-
ary 13, 2008, when it will reopen with
a program entitled “An Afternoon
with Raggedy Ann and Andy.”

Other upcoming programs in-
clude “18th Century Winter Pas-
times” on January 27, “Historic
Valentines” on February 10 and
“Pets in the White House” on Feb-
ruary 24. For more information, call
the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776.

Carl Robert Weiss and Miss Colleen McCarthy Ryan

Miss Colleen M. Ryan
To Marry Carl R. Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Ryan of
Mountainside have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Colleen McCarthy Ryan, to Carl Rob-
ert Weiss. He is the son of Dr. and
Mrs. Robert J. Weiss of Warren, Pa.

The parents of the future bride lived
in Westfield for 20 years before mov-
ing to Mountainside four years ago.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated in 1998 from
Westfield High School. She gradu-
ated cum laude with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Mass. in 2002. Miss Ryan attained
her master’s degree in English Edu-
cation at the University at Buffalo,
The State University of New York, in
Buffalo, N.Y. in May 2007. She
teaches English at Williamsville East
High School in East Amherst, N.Y.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Warren, Pa., graduating in 1997
from Warren Area High School in
Warren, Pa. He was awarded a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Mechanical
Engineering from Bucknell Univer-
sity in Lewisburg, Pa. in May 2001
and received his Master of Business

Administration degree from the Uni-
versity at Buffalo, The State Univer-
sity of New York, in Buffalo, N.Y. in
May 2007. Mr. Weiss is employed as
a compliance analyst with Citigroup
in Amherst, N.Y.

Parties celebrating the couple’s
engagement were hosted in October
by the future bridegroom’s parents in
Warren, Pa. and by the future bride’s
parents in Mountainside. The couple
currently resides in Orchard Park,
N.Y., a suburb of Buffalo.

A wedding is planned for July 2008
in Orchard Park, N.Y.

Lions Club Tree Sale
Ongoing In Fanwood
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Lions

Club is conducting its annual Christ-
mas tree sale until Christmas at
LaGrande Park, located at LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Balsams, Douglas Firs and Fraser
Firs, along with decorated and un-
decorated wreaths, are available. Sale
hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on week-
ends and 6:30 to 9 p.m. on weekdays.

All revenue from the sale benefits
local charities as well as scholarships
for local students to aid them in pur-
suing their educational goals.

Tonkings Welcome
Kathryn Jane

Susan Curtis Tonking and David
James Tonking, Jr. of Bronxville, N.Y.
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Kathryn Jane Tonking, on
Thursday, November 8, at 4:06 p.m.
at Greenwich Hospital in Greenwich,
Conn.

Kathryn weighed 8.1 pounds and
measured 20½ inches in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jane and G. Graydon Curtis of
Westfield.

David Tonking, Sr. of Bronxville
and the late Kathryn Tonking are her
paternal grandparents.

   

For more information, and to enroll in a Community 

CCRx plan, visit www.CommunityCCRx.com

or call 1-866-684-5353 (TTY/TDD users call 

1-866-684-5351), 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., everyday.

© 2007 MemberHealth, LLC (S5803_07P0155_V1) (11/2007)

  When it comes to

Medicare 
        Part D,

               we’re committed to 
     meeting your needs 

and earning 
your trust.

That’s why Community CCRxSM has been rated #1 in customer satisfaction 

among Medicare Part D enrollees.* Our CCRx-powered plans are built on the 

belief that the best way to make sure our members are satisfied is to build 

and support the bond they have with the community pharmacists they know 

and trust. Combine this philosophy with our outstanding plan features such as 

no, or low, co-pays and deductibles, and you’ll see why over a million members 

have come to trust Community CCRx for their prescription drug needs.

* Sources: According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) annual 
Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey; study date: 2007. 
Strategic Consumer Research Inc. conducted  an independent national study of 600 

  CCRx members and 600 competitor members in the same areas; study date: May 2007.   

The Community CCRx Medicare Prescription Drug Plan is offered by Pennsylvania Life
  Insurance Company and American Progressive Life & Health Insurance Company of 
  New York, which are contracted with the Federal government.

Open daily until 10pm
Join us for Complimentary Wine Samplings

every Tuesday and Friday from 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

WINE SHOPPING.
MADE EASY.

‘MonoMouse’ to Aid
Visually Impaired

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library now offers the
Bierley MonoMouse – a handheld elec-
tronic magnifier – as part of a loan
program designed to help visually
impaired members of the community.

The magnifier, which is similar to
an oversized computer mouse, is ergo-
nomically designed to fit comfortably
in the palm of a user’s hand. Users can
connect the device to any television
via the attached standard RCA plug
and then press the large blue button to
start reading. Whatever the magnifier
is moved across appears large and
clear on the television screen, making
small text especially easy to read.

A library patron borrows the
MonoMouse magnifier along with a
book of their choice from the library
and plugs the MonoMouse into their
own television. When the magnifier
and book become due, the patron re-
turns them to the library as usual.

For more information about the
MonoMouse Magnifier at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, call Pamela
Brooks at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or ask any library staff mem-
ber during visits. The library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Mabrys Welcome
Daughter, Emma

Dr. Stephen and Megan Mabry,
formerly of Westfield, have an-
nounced the birth of their daughter,
Emma Andrews Mabry, on Friday,
November 9, at Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Gary and Colleen Ford Matviak
of Westfield.

Sam and Sandra Mabry of Falls
Church, Va. are her paternal grand-
parents.

Emma’s maternal great-grand-
mother is Marjorie Ford of Orlando,
Fla. and her paternal great-grand-
mother is Mary Mabry of Falls
Church, Va.

Mrs. Mabry is the former Megan
Matviak, a member of the Class of
1991 at Westfield High School. Dr.
and Mrs. Mabry moved from Westfield
to Alexandria, Va. in August.

Older Adults Invited
To Holiday Celebration

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a holiday celebration
for active older adults on Thursday,
December 20, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. It will take place in the Kellogg
Room at the Main “Y” facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Food, beverages and entertainment
will be included. Tickets are $10 per
person. To make a reservation, inter-
ested persons may sign up at the
Welcome Center of the Main “Y”
facility. For more information, call
Janice Carthens at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 227, or e-mail
jcarthens@westfieldynj.org.

Y’s Men’s Tree Sale
Continues at Elm Lot
WESTFIELD – The Y’s Men’s Club

is again holding its annual Christmas
tree sale and fundraising event at the
Elm Street Field across from Stop
and Shop in Westfield. The lot is open
weekdays from 3:30 to 9 p.m. and
weekends from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
through Sunday, December 23.

According to Y’s Men’s Club
President Tom Baker, the club is
featuring its traditional mix of Fraser
Firs, Balsams, Douglas Firs and
Blackhills Spruce, plus some Canaan
and Concolor trees.

For more information about the tree
sale or volunteer opportunities with
the club, visit westfieldnj.com/ysmen.
The website also describes how funds
raised by the tree sale benefit local
youth programs and charities.

Jewish Friends Reveal
‘Meet and Eat’ Lunch
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a “Meet and
Eat” lunch on Sunday, December 23,
at noon. It will be held at the Lox
Stock and Deli Restaurant, Heritage
Plaza, 228 Ryders Lane in Milltown.

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal off the menu and gratuity. Those
interested are asked to respond by
calling Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Optimist Essay Contest
Open to Area Students
WESTFIELD  – The Optimist

Club of Westfield is inviting area
students to expound on the phrase
“Today’s Choices Shape My Future”
as part of the Optimist International
Essay Contest for 2008.

The contest is open to students in
grades 10, 11 and 12 and under the
age of 19 as of December 31 of the
current school year.

Applications and essays must be
submitted no later than Thursday,
December 20, to Thom Hornish at
Westfield High School. Non-mem-
bers of the Optimist Club will judge
the essays based on the above theme
and determine one winner.

The winner will receive a prize of
$250 and the winning essay will be
sent to the district level. Essays will
be judged at the district level, and
each district will send top entries to
the international level. College schol-
arships are available for top winners
at the district and international levels.

Students with any questions about
the essay contest are asked to call Irv
Brand at (908) 654-3197.
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Church Offers Service
Of Lessons and Carols
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Commu-

nity Presbyterian Church will present
its Third Annual Festival of Lessons
and Carols this Sunday, December
16, at 5 p.m. This service is modeled
after the traditional Anglican service
held at the King’s College Chapel in
Cambridge, England.

It will feature the Community Pres-
byterian Church Chancel, Bell and
Youth Choirs, along with special guest
harpist Daniels Cortese.

Musical selections will include tra-
ditional carols plus anthems by such
composers as Poston, Villette,
Tavener, Billings, Hassler, Nordqvist,
Britten and Rutter. Joseph Hill will
conduct and accompany the service.

The church is located at 1459 Deer
Path in Mountainside. Admission is
free; however, a benevolence offering
will be taken to support the church’s
outreach programs. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-9490.

We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

Baptist Church to Hold
‘A Christmas Prayer’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill

Road Baptist Church will present “A
Christmas Prayer” on Sunday, De-
cember 16, during the 10:45 a.m.
worship service.

“A Christmas Prayer” is an inspira-
tional drama interspersed with Christ-
mas music sung by the adult choir, the
children’s choir and the congregation.

It tells the story of a modern-day
son who has grown away from his
family and his church and how the
prayers of family, friends and even
strangers lead him back home and
ultimately back to God.

Through music and the message, “A
Christmas Prayer” is a celebration of
God’s love. Admission is free and all
are invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, call the church at (908) 322-
7151. Terrill Road Baptist Church is
located at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. William C. Page is pastor.

Carol Service to Have
International Theme
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield’s Chancel Choir,
led by new Director of Music Jason
Klein, will hold its annual candlelight
carol service this Sunday, December
16, at 7 p.m. in the church sanctuary.

The theme of this year’s concert
will be “Carols Around the World.” It
will feature carols and anthems from
such diverse countries as Argentina,
Austria, Catalonia, England, France,
Germany, Korea, Mexico, Poland and
the United States.

This year, an array of professional
musicians will support the choir on
harp, classical guitar, marimba, vi-
braphone and the Chancel organ.

Prelude music will begin at 6:50
p.m., performed by Vincent Carr, as-
sociate organist at the Cathedral Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart in Newark.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. All are invited to attend the
candlelight service. Admission is free.
For more information, interested per-
sons may call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church’s
website at westfieldpc.org.

Willow Grove Posts Details
Of Christmas Eve Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
a Christmas Eve Worship Service of
Lessons and Carols on Monday, De-
cember 24, at 7:30 p.m.

The service will include the read-
ing of Christmas story passages from
the Bible and the singing of tradi-
tional Christmas carols. Director of
Music Paul DiDario, a Juilliard gradu-
ate and pianist, and church organist
Marilyn Thorne will be featured on
many pieces.

The Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, pastor of the Willow Grove
Church, will read poems from Ann
Weem’s book “Kneeling in
Bethlehem.” A special offering will
be taken for the Deacon’s Fund. This
fund helps families in the community
with emergency needs. At the conclu-
sion of the service, the sanctuary will
darken and candles will glow as the
congregation joins in singing “Silent
Night” and “Joy to the World.”

For more information about the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
interested individuals may call the
church office Monday through Fri-
day at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church’s website at

willowgrovechurch.org.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian

Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Scotch Plains south
side firehouse and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. The church
building is handicap-accessible.

Program Tonight to Address
Middle School Challenges

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and Congregation Beth
Israel (CBI) will co-sponsor a pro-
gram tonight, Thursday, December
13, at 7 p.m. that will address the
issues facing middle school students
and their parents. It will be held at
Congregation Beth Israel, located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

Author and educator Dale
Baumwoll will present “Safely Navi-
gating the Middle School Years.” Ms.

Baumwoll is the author of “There’s
No Room for You, Maddie Morrison,”
a tween novel that focuses on the
middle school years. A parent and
sixth-grade teacher, she will facilitate
discussions on creating positive rela-
tionships between parents and their
children and children with their peers.

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History’s Preserve America
Program named Ms. Baumwoll the
2007 U.S. History Teacher of the
Year for New Jersey.

All are welcome to attend this pro-
gram, and parents are encouraged to
bring their middle school-aged chil-
dren with them. The cost is $10 per
family for JCC and CBI members, and
$12 per family for the general public.

Copies of “There’s No Room for
You, Maddie Morrison” will be for sale
in advance at both the JCC and CBI. For
more information, contact Michele
Dreiblatt at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205.

PLAYTIME…Pictured above is a sampling of toys, games and other items
collected by Coldwell Banker’s Westfield office for disadvantaged youngsters.
The office will continue its toy drive through Sunday, December 16. Items may be
brought to the office at 209 Central Avenue in Westfield. Those who cannot travel
to the office may call (908) 233-5555 to arrange for pickup.

Coldwell Banker Continues
Toy Drive For Needy Kids

WESTFIELD – In keeping with
the holiday season, Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage’s Westfield
office is collecting new toys and
books to be distributed to young-
sters in need for the holidays. The
final date for donating items is this
Sunday, December 16.

This effort will benefit Family and
Children’s Services, which every
December for some 70 years has
collected and distributed new toys,
gifts and food for hundreds of needy
children throughout Union County.

Today the agency serves up to
2,000 individuals a year, half of
them children. The great majority
of these youths live in foster homes
or city shelters, have been neglected
or abused, or live in families with
total incomes at or below the fed-
eral poverty line.

“We want every child to experi-
ence happiness, especially during
the holidays,” said Michael Scott,
manager of the Westfield office.

All gifts collected at the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker will be dis-
tributed to the Family and Children’s
Counseling and Testing Center of
Elizabeth. The center is a private, non-
profit social service agency.

Faith Maricic and Kathy Shea are
serving as co-chairmen for the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker

and ask that all types of new, un-
wrapped toys (puzzles, games, color-
ing books, stuffed animals, etc.) be
brought to Coldwell Banker at 209
Central Avenue. Individuals who are
unable to come into the office with
their toys may call (908) 233-5555 to
arrange for them to be picked up.

‘Quiet Christmas’ Set
For Sunday at FUMC
WESTFIELD – A Quiet Christmas

service (formerly called “Blue Christ-
mas”) will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, at 5 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church, located at Broad
Street and North Avenue in Westfield.

This service is designed for people
who have difficulty dealing with the
“upbeat” spirit of the Christmas sea-
son because they associate the holi-
days with experiences of loss, illness,
conflict or other unhappiness.

It offers participants the opportu-
nity to acknowledge their feelings,
mutually support each other and ex-
perience a more sensitive joy at the
holidays. Parking is available off of
Ferris Place behind the church.

All-Night LANParty
On Tap Tomorrow

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ama-
teur Computer Group of New Jersey
(ACGNJ) Gamers will hold an all-
night PC gamer marathon LANParty
tomorrow, Friday, December 14,
starting at 7 p.m. Participants must
bring their own computers and spec-
tators are welcome.

There will be an Xbox 360 for
Halo3 players to share. The event
will be upstairs at the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad building at 1916 Bartle
Avenue. For more information, visit
ACGNJ.org or NJGamers.com.

Sales of Luminary Kits
To Include Vials of Life

FANWOOD – Individuals
purchasing luminary candles from
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club at the Fanwood Municipal
Garage for Christmas Eve will be
able to receive “Vials of Life” (VOL)
provided free of charge by Quick
Chek Pharmacy.

The VOL are pill bottles containing
folded paper forms on which residents
write their basic information for
reference in an emergency. A bright
green tag, adhering to the outside of
the refrigerator door, alerts local
rescue squads that inside is the VOL
containing the resident’s medical
status and medication regimen.

Luminary kits will be available at the
Fanwood Municipal Garage opposite
the Fanwood Memorial Library, on
Saturdays, December 15 and 22, and
Sundays, December 16 and 23, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Monday, December
24, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The cost of each entire candle kit
is 50 cents. All proceeds from the
sales will benefit charities supported
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club. For more details, call
Neil Schembre at (908) 889-9500.

SONGS OF THE SEASON…The Community Presbyterian Church Chancel
Choir in Mountainside prepare for the Third Annual Festival of Lessons and
Carols to be held on Sunday, December 16, at 5 p.m. The event also will feature
the church’s Bell and Youth Choirs. Pictured, from left to right, are: Top Row,
Kristy Boyce, Sherie Bolkcom, Laurie Thomas, Judith Kersey, Jack McCurdy,
Warren Fristensky, John Perrin and James Holcombe, and bottom row, Lisa
Barre-Quick, Julie Fristensky, Evelyne Holcombe, Helen Borchert, Kathleen
Flath, Scott Kersey, Matthew Kersey, James Flath and Joseph Hill.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Master Gardeners Receive
Grants to Help Feed Hungry
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Mas-

ter Gardeners of Union County
(RMGUC) have expressed apprecia-
tion to the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club
and the Westfield Service Alliance
for two grants given to the Master
Gardeners in 2007.

RMGUC is a non-profit organiza-
tion of trained volunteers whose mis-
sion is to deliver horticultural pro-
grams and land-stewardship informa-
tion to the general public.

Headquartered in Westfield,
RMGUC is affiliated with the Rutgers
Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension. The
two grants have enabled RMGUC to
construct additional “raised beds” in
its Community “Sharing” Garden, a
flagship project in the Watchung Res-
ervation that has produced more than
7,600 pounds of hearty vegetables
since 2002 – 1,867 pounds in 2007
alone – all donated to hungry people
in Union County.

“In this gardening situation, shar-
ing is the optimum word,” said
RMGUC Grants Committee Chair-
man T.J. Karns. “First of all, the gar-
den plantings and maintenance are
shared by our dedicated Master Gar-
dener volunteers. Our crop yield is
then shared by 20 local food pantries,
soup kitchens and churches in Union
County.

“We feed the hungry,” Mrs. Karns
added. “Now, the Westfield Y’s Men’s
Club and the Westfield Service Alli-
ance have recognized the value of our
community sharing efforts by gra-
ciously sharing their non-profit grant
dollars with us. In other words, com-
munity sharing in Union County is a
circle of helping hands.”

The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is
conducting its 2007 Christmas tree
sale at Elm and Orchard Streets in
Westfield. Proceeds from the annual
sale are directed back into the com-
munity, including grant awards.

Among the various volunteer
groups helping out with the Y’s Men’s
tree sale this year is the Rutgers Mas-
ter Gardeners of Union County.

Girl Scouts Seek Data
On Westfield Women
WESTFIELD – Members of Girl

Scout Troop 513, comprised of nine
eighth-grade girls at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, are
working on their Silver Award with a
project entitled “The Wonderful
Women of Westfield.”

This is a community service project
that involves at least 40 hours of work
for each troop member. As the girls
collect oral histories and biographi-
cal information on women from vari-
ous generations who grew up in
Westfield, they also are learning about
the history of their community.

After all the interviews are com-
pleted, the troop will hold an Ingath-
ering to teach younger Girl Scouts
about what they have learned from
other women’s past.

The troop is seeking further infor-
mation to help enhance the project and
would like women who grew up in
Westfield to participate in a short sur-
vey containing questions about school,
sports, pastimes and similar topics.
Those interested may e-mail
gstroop513@gmail.com or call Kris
or Scott Fitzpatrick at (908) 928-0285
to be forwarded a copy of the survey.

Herminia Sioc, 61, Loved Children;
Enjoyed Travel, Cooking and Plants

Frieda C. Solonen, 90, Had Been Active
Member of Calvary Lutheran Church

Gary Kehler, 76, Athletic Director;
Was Outstanding Westfield Coach

Herminia Sioc of Westfield died
suddenly after a very brief illness on
Saturday, December 1, at age 61 at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in the Philippines, Hermie
lost her mother at age 7 in a car
accident. Intruders at the family’s
chicken farm killed her father four
years later. She was then separated
from her sister and brothers and raised
by an uncle along with cousins.

After finishing high school, attend-
ing some college and getting mar-
ried, Hermie had a daughter, Marites,
and a son, Ramon. She left the Philip-
pines in 1972 to find work to support
her family.

Hermie subsequently worked in
Switzerland, Saudi Arabia and Hong
Kong before coming to Westfield in
1988. For the past 20 years she lived

and worked closely with Maryann
and Rich Werner in raising their four
children.

Hermie proudly became a United
States citizen in 2001. She enjoyed
traveling, daily walks, caring for
plants, cooking and baking, and, most
of all, she loved children.

Her son, daughter and grandchil-
dren live in the Philippines. She will
be deeply missed by the four Werner
children, Elsa, Kathryn, Timothy and
Paul Werner, who loved her very much.
Many friends and children in Westfield
also will sorely miss Hermie.

There will be a memorial gathering
on Sunday, December 16, from 1 to 3
p.m. at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A
reception will follow from 3 to 5 p.m.
All friends are invited.
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Gary W. Kehler, 76, passed away
surrounded by his family on Friday,
December 7, after a long, courageous
battle with cancer.

Born and raised in Washington,
N.J., he was a long-time resident of
Westfield.

Mr. Kehler served in the Westfield
public school system for 36 years as
a teacher, coach and athletic director
of outstanding ability and integrity.
He was widely known for the power-
house football, wrestling and golf
teams that made Westfield a byword
in athletic circles.

A United States Army veteran of
the Korean Conflict, he earned Bach-
elor of Science and Master of Educa-
tion degrees from Rutgers University
and principal and supervisor certifi-
cation from Kean University.

Surviving are his beloved wife of
53 years, Alice (Schwind) Kehler;
three sons, Glen and his wife, Sue,

Todd and Douglas and his wife, Lane;
six grandchildren, Chris, Danny, Allie,
Wil, Jackson and Laurajane; a brother,
Richard Kehler; a brother-in-law, Wil-
liam Schwind, and many nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December
14, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial gifts may be made in his
name to: The Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame, in care of Lee Hale, 925
Wyandotte Trail, Westfield, N.J.
07090; Atlantic Hospice, 33 Bleeker
Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041, or the
Agape Food Program, in care of The
Presbyterian Church, Broad Street
and Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home in Westfield.
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Frieda C. Solonen, 90, of Edon,
Ohio died on Tuesday, November 27,
2007, at the home of her daughter
near Edon, Ohio.

Born September 5, 1917 in
Muscatine, Iowa, she was the daugh-
ter of Rudolf and Maleda (Maritz)
Gross. Mrs. Solonen graduated from
Muscatine High School in 1924 and
from Wartsburg College in 1928.

She married Dr. Nicholas W.
Solonen at the Grace Lutheran Church
in Muscatine on April 11, 1940 and
they later moved to Westfield, N.J.
where they resided for the next 38
years.

While a resident of Westfield, she
was a member of the Calvary Lutheran
Church in Cranford for 35 years,
where she was active in the Charity
Guild, the Women’s Sewing Circle
and the Altar Guild.

She and her husband relocated to

Edon, Ohio in 2001, where they re-
sided with their daughter and son-in-
law, Paula and Larry Burkhart.

Mrs. Solonen is survived by her
daughter, Paula (Larry) Burkhart of
Edon, Ohio; two granddaughters,
Christine Birmingham of Bryan, Ohio
and Stephanie Walls of Belton, Tex.,
and two great-grandsons, Ethan Lyons
and Aidan Walls.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Dr. Nicholas W. Solonen,
Sr.; a son, Nicholas Solonen, Jr., and
a brother, Arthur Gross.

Services for Mrs. Solonen were
private. Interment took place in Green-
wood Cemetery in Muscatine, Iowa.

Krill Funeral Service in Edon, Ohio
was in charge of the arrangements.

Condolences may be sent to and
the online register signed at
www.krillfuneralservice.com.
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Madeleine Sullivan Beirne, 31, Worked
To Assist Youngsters In Foster Care

Madeleine “Maggie” Sullivan
Beirne, 31, of Kensington, Md., for-
merly of Westfield, died on Thurs-
day, December 6, at Holy Cross Hos-
pital in Silver Spring, Md.

Born in Summit, Mrs. Sullivan
Beirne lived in Westfield prior to
moving to Kensington, Md. in 2004.

She attended Kylemore Abbey in
County Galway, Ireland before re-
turning to the United States and gradu-
ating from Westfield High School.

While in Ireland she was often
asked, along with her fellow stu-
dents, where she was from. As her
Irish classmates would answer
County Limerick or County Donegal,
she would respond County Union.

She received a bachelor’s degree
in social work from The Catholic
University of America and a master’s
degree in social work from Fordham
University.

Mrs. Sullivan Beirne was an ad-
ministrative review specialist with
the District of Columbia Child and
Family Services Agency, and made

sure children received needed ser-
vices and did not stay in foster care
for too long.

Surviving are her husband, Kevin
M. Beirne; twin children, Betsy and
Martin; her mother, Madeleine Walsh
Sullivan of Westfield; her father, Wil-
liam F. Sullivan of Jersey City; her
sister, Brigitte Sullivan Kelly, her
husband, Kenneth, and their two chil-
dren, Maeve and Reagan, of Madi-
son. She also is survived by many
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and
nephews.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
December 11, from the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. A Funeral Mass followed
at St. Genevieve’s Roman Catholic
Church in Elizabeth. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the Kevin Beirne Family Fund, P.O.
Box 107, Kensington, Md. 20895-
0107 would be appreciated.
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Honor Roll
Park Middle School

First Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas has
announced the school’s first marking
period honor roll for the 2007-2008
school year.

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Michael Auda, Samuel Bebout, Saimukeshv
Bhupatiraju, Christopher Bubnov, Kathryn
Bumiller, Sara Calabrese, Marina Carvalho, Mary
Coloney, Kelsey Coupe, Caroline Culp, Kathryn
Cunningham, Andrew DeBiasse, Panayiotis
Dimopoulos, Josie Dunning, Sean Duthie, Chris-
tina Fasolas, Sarah Fischmann, Vikrant Ghate,
Julie Haggan, Leighton Heisey, Luke Horgan,
Ryan Kalkstein, Bridget Kelly, Conor Kelly,
Lauren Kilcullen, Austin Kwinta, Yi Lin, Michael
Lockatell, Jennifer Lynch, Amanda Mach, Emily
Margulies, Shannon McConnell, Lauren
McMorrow, Andrea McNeely, Jennifer Mintz,
Heather Mullen, Andrew Murphy, Casey
Murphy, Elizabeth Nardone, Emilia O’Leary,
Matthew Owens, Olivia Paladino, Adam
Piekutowski, Brendan Pierce, Stephanie Plant,
Angela Rastelli, Michelle Rinaldo, Caroline Ross,
Matthew Sass, Rachel Schack, James Schetelich,
Jordan Schwerdtfeger, Emma Sherry, Eugene
Siskoske, Ashley Taillon, Jaclyn Villane, Tajah
Williams, Noga Zaborowski, Eve Zhurbinskiy,
Arielle Zuaro

Sixth Grade Honor Roll
Abdy Nathan, Miranda Alves, Nada Amer,

Kayla Ausbon, Lucio Avelar, Alex Bianco, Jo-
seph Bonaccorso, Brennan Brady, Rachel
Brokaw, Grant Brown, Ian Cappelli, Kevin
Cevallos, Daniel Choi, Anna Close, Connor Coll,
Nicole Conti, Liam Cummings, Jonathon
Dawson, Dariana De Vore, Nicholas DeBellis,
Tessa DeMaria, Dominick DiFrancesco, Michael
DiNizo, Abigail Edwards, Zachary Erickson,
Benjamin Evans, Jason Geoghegan, Victoria
Germano, Devin Glover, Javier Guerrero,
Alexander Guzzo, Lisa Hanna, Emma Hannis-
Trowbridge, Melissa Harris, Scott Hasiak, Eric
Hogan, Michele Hom, Nicole Horn, Justin Hudak,
Kiera Jacob, Paras Jha, Nicole Johnson, Pavel
Kalinchak, Matthew Kerr, Matthew Klingebiel,
Valentin Kudryashov, Yelena Kudryashova,
Jillian Lindenberg, Tatiyana Lofton, Thomas
Madan, Baraka Maxwell, Jasson Mazzetti, Laura
McGovern, Matthew McGowan, Kayla
McKeown, Jacob Monzella, Taylor Moon, Darcy
Moran, Ross Mulcahy, Dominick Natale,  An-
thony Nizzardo, Christina O’Connor, Keanu
Oliveira, Joe’l Pagan, Amy Palumbo, Shannon
Reilly, Chase Reinhard, Matthew Ridge, Darek
Rola-Zarzor, Hannah Rosado, Brian Rubin, Kelly
Ruggieri, Thalia Santana, Kyndal Scobee,
Natasha Segulin, Andrew Shanker, Natalie Smith,
Eric Tannenbaum, Alexandra Tevis, Daniel Van
Brunt, Ty Viola, Andrew Voysest, Bryanna
Weems, Richard Yawger, Kathryn Zawodniak

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Brian Burns, Andrew Citera, John
Cunningham, Colleen Farrell, Haley Goeller,
Hannah Greaney, Sonali Kamath, Madeline
Krema, Nicole Lamastra, Christie Leist, Elsa
Leistikow, Caroline Lesce, Olivia Nelson,
Savvas Petridis, Amanda Raphael, Bridget
Reynolds, Elise Ringel, Kathryn Rodriguez,
Monique Santos, Zoe-Nicole Stein, Taylor
Swaak, Jessica Zhang

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Aashay Anjaria, Stephanie Araneo, Maija

Barnes, Robert Barone, Andres Barros,
Vincenzo Bianco, Emily Boruch, Matthew
Boruch, Adam Bransky, Abigail Bridge, Nicole
Campbell, Gabriel Canicosa, Dana Cappiccille,
William Castore, Connor Cheney, Christo-
pher Ciccarino, Kathleen Colonna, Craig
Conlan, Luke Crawford, Matthew Debiasse,
Nicholas Demmel, Timothy Duddy, Luciano
Epp, Katrina Fernando, Dahlia Fioretti, Alicia
Fung-A-Fat, Melissa Gara, Justin Glock, Lia
Gordon, Justin Grambor, Jessica Howard,
Christina Jackson, Brianna Jenkins, Rebecca
Jenkins, James Kaiser, Danielle Karacsony,
Emily Koprowski, David Leavitt, George
Leavitt, Susan Leone, Jason Leong, Ryan
Lesiak, Steven Magnotta, Maxim Maltsev,
Maxwell Mansilla, Tyler Martin, Morris May,
Grace McAlindin, Danielle McDuffie, Ed-
ward McNeil, Melissa McQuoid, Mathew
Medina, Kelsey Meisch, Jonathan Miksis,
Katherine Minski, Tessa Mitterhoff, Enovi
Molina-Chevez, Emmanuel Nocum, Colin

O’Kell, Tara Palkoski, Lisa Peccarelli, Megan
Phelan, Leya Quinones, Carly Redfield,
Lyndsay Reed, Samantha Renfree, Anna
Rivero, Maria Jose Rivero, John Roberts,
Jacqueline Roiz, Marc Rosario, Dylan Sands,
Michael Sangern, Alexander Segulin, Merhan
Shams, Kimberly Shaw, Jeremy Siegel, Tay-
lor Smith, Christopher Stanton, Christopher
Stone, Tara Sweeney, Jo Venice Uriarte, Mary
Vannatta, Martin Wasieczko, Aidan Ziobro

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Lisa Awaitey, Elizabeth Baldwin, Dominika
Blach, Samuel Brown, Laura Cappelli, Adam
Carabba, Olivia Checchio, Isabel Crystal, Jenni-
fer Denman, Margaret Diaz, John DiBattista,
Kendall Fawcett, Katherine Fletcher, Ryan Kiel,
Kathryn Lee, Kristen Lee, James Marvosa, Daniel
McMillan, Mariel Mital, Emily Nardone, Taylor
Novello, Emma Pearson, Erin Pierce, Melissa
Quarto, Disha Rao, Cassandra Segulin, Christine
Szpond, Alex Tannenbaum, Sarah VanBuskirk,
Precious White, Keira Wiggins, Kristina Zekunde

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Omar Amer, Alyssa Apuzzio, Rachel Armus,

Gregory Baliko, Jacqueline Batts, Kelsey Boyea,
Dominique Bray, Jeremy Brenner, Elizabeth
Buckridee, Robert Bunnell, Christopher Burke,
Jason Cepparulo, Imani Childs-Bahaj, Ara Cho,
Abigale Churaman, Clare Cohen, Robert
Colonna, Lindsay Curtis, Jordan Dagostaro,
Octavia Dails, Alivia DeMaria, Erin Dempsey,
Steven DeVall, Louis Dodge, Ramona Dunning,
Amanda Ekstrand, Luke Emnas, Jessica Esbrandt,
Jaclyn Friedman, Steven Garber, Allison Grimm,
Carly Grossman, Diego Guerrero, Alexandra
Harmon, Matthew Harnett, Kevin Hesson, Quade
Ibarra, Amira Khalil, Kerri Killeen, Joshua
Knechtel, Stacy Leinfuss, Victoria Lesce, Robert
Lockatell, Michael Mannino, Lisa Matrale, Jes-
sica McGovern, Meghan McGrath, Anna
McGuinness, Connor McGuire, Joseph McQuoid,
David Michalak, Michael Misiak, Dylan
Mruczinski, Margaret O’Brien, Marisol Pacaja,
Raushan Palejwala, Dhruvi Patel, Bertram Pe-
ters, Francis Quigley, Delaney Reimers, Max
Reo, Maria Paz Rivero, Maria Rodriguez, Carlie
Roessle, Victoria Roser, Benjamin Ross, Will-
iam Schauer, Joseph Schmitz, Jillian Schuster,
Zachary Shanker, Rose Sigona, Daniel Slegowski,
Brandon Smithwrick, Allison Speck, Emily
Stefanik, Alex Suriano, Jonathan Tomasulo,
Chayakorn Triamarit, Luke Vuono, Andrew
Wilson, Alexandra Zaller, Victor Zanowicz,
Michael Ziegler;

High School Addresses
Health and Stress Mgmt

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Health Education Department
is bringing multiple programs to stu-
dents and the public this year to em-
phasize the importance of physical,
mental and emotional well-being.

On December 14, as part of a unit
on stress-management, a guest
speaker from a non-profit organiza-
tion called “Good Grief” will address
all senior health classes.

Lisa Athan, coordinator of outreach
and education for the organization,
will initiate a discussion with each
class about the types of losses that
students can experience and ways to
deal with the stress and emotions that
result from them.

Starting off the New Year, on Tues-
day, January 8, an assembly for both
students and the public will be pre-
sented in the Westfield High School
auditorium. There will be a daytime
assembly for students and, at 7:30
p.m. that evening, the same assembly
will be held in the auditorium for
parents and the general public.

The Guy and Girl Thing: Body Im-
age – Extreme Attitude Makeover “is
a fast-paced, fun, yet poignant, assem-
bly that will challenge students to take
a closer look at how various societal
and familial influences have affected
how they view themselves and others
in terms of body image and physical
appearance,” said the program’s cre-
ator, Susan Kolesar, a health educator
at Westfield High School.

The assembly is being planned and
will be performed by Westfield High
School students. Ms. Kolesar added, “It
is time to get peer pressure working for
young people instead of against them.”

Earlier this year, on October 24, stu-
dents in senior health classes attended
single-gender health awareness presen-
tations on cancer. Maria Fernanda Smith
and Lisa Rubin, both representing the
North Jersey Affiliate of the Susan G.
Komen Foundation, presented the
“Teens for a Cure Program” to Westfield
High School female students.

The students learned tips about pre-
vention as well as treatment methods
for women diagnosed with breast can-
cer. The two speakers shared their per-
sonal stories with the students as well.

Westfield High School male stu-
dents met with Malcolm Schwartz, a
urologist in town, who volunteered
his time and efforts to educate the
seniors about testicular and prostate
cancer, testicular self-exam, as well
as the prevention, signs, symptoms
and treatments for various sexually
transmitted diseases and the dangers
of using steroids.

“Our goal as educators,” explained
Ms. Kolesar, “is to keep our students
mindful of the importance of healthy
lifestyles. By inviting speakers with
first-hand experience in mental, emo-
tional and physical health issues, we
make the extra effort to prepare our
students for their lives after high
school as well.”

STONE ART...Kindergarteners, who
have been crafting gingerbread char-
acters from stoneware in Sue Howard’s
art class at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, saw their creations
on December 6 after they had been
fired in the kiln at 1800 degrees. Some
gingerbread people featured sculpted
buttons, flowers, bows and other adorn-
ments. The students snacked on gin-
gerbread cookies after Mrs. Howard
read “The Gingerbread Man” to them.
The youngsters also used brown paint
on gingerbread stamps to embellish
letters to parents explaining the project.
Scotch Plains resident, Judy Minnium,
is pictured above with Mrs. Howard
and her ceramic gingerbread girl.

Education News

PACK 73 MEET…Douglas Keating, den leader of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Pack 73, introduces the third-grade bears in recognition of completing
their recent achievement, which included cleaning up a beach area on the Jersey
Shore. Pictured with Mr. Keating, from left to right, are: Brendan McCabe, Peter
Yarem, Connor McGlew, Luciano Betman, Thomas Miner and Douglas Keating.
James Friel is not visible in the photo.

FUMC Invites Community
To Advent Celebrations

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield will
hold multiple programs in celebration
of the season of Advent. All are invited
to attend. The church is located at One
East Broad Street in Westfield.

There will be a special gathering
each Sunday during Advent from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in Room 105 for
those seeking a time of reflection
amid the busy holiday season.

The annual Santa Claus breakfast
will take place on Saturday, December
15, from 10 a.m. to noon. There will be
a light breakfast, crafts, music and
stories plus a visit from Santa. The
cost is $5 per person. Those interested
in attending are asked to call Kathleen
Bruns-Meyers at (908) 558-8988.

On Sunday, December 16, Alison
Power will host a special music pro-
gram for families with children from
infancy to five years old. The cost is
$10 per family. To register, call the

church office at (908) 233-4211.
Starting at 6 p.m. on December 16,

everyone is invited to meet in the
church lobby for some classic Christ-
mas caroling. The carolers will bring
songs of Christmas to those who are
homebound. For more information,
call Trent Johnson at (908) 233-4211.

The church is hosting Family Pot-
luck Suppers each Wednesday during
Advent at 6:30 p.m. On December
19, the program will be “Children,
Go Where I Send Thee,” celebrating
God’s revelation to shepherds and the
charge to the Magi. Individuals plan-
ning to attend are asked to bring a
salad, entrée/casserole or a dessert,
enough for their family and three to
four others to share.

Ample parking is available in the
church lot and surrounding lots. For
more information on any of these
events, call Susan Granski at the
church office at (908) 233-4211.
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take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at UCC

Get a jump on your 
Spring Semester 
by Enrolling in a 
Winter Course 
at UCC.

Winter Session 
classes begin 
Wednesday, December 26, 2007.

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

LIGHTENING THE MOOD...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students
entertained the crowd at Fanwood’s annual tree-lighting ceremony December 2
at the North Avenue train station.  Instrumental musicians Joe Schiavo and Jon
Kosenick and members of the Select Chorus treated attendees to the sounds of the
holiday season. The high-school music department will hold its annual Holiday
Choral Concert on Wednesday, December 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium.

Redeemer School to Open
A Second Kindergarten

I SECOND THAT...Redeemer Lutheran students play in the classroom that will
be used for a second kindergarten in the fall of 2008.

WESTFIELD – Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
open a second kindergarten class dur-
ing the 2008-2009 school year.

Redeemer currently features pro-
grams for children age 3 through grade
6 and an extended-morning kinder-
garten program with the option of an
afternoon academic-enrichment class.

Preschool and kindergarten stu-
dents have the option of staying for
Lunch Bunch and the wrap-around
extended care, which is available from
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

In addition to language arts, math,
science and social studies, both kin-
dergarten programs will employ regu-
lar “specials,” including Spanish,
music, art, physical education and
computers.

Redeemer offers intentionally small
classes and a Christian-based curricu-
lum taught by certified teachers. Both
the Middle States Commission and
the National Lutheran Schools Asso-
ciation accredit Redeemer. The State
of New Jersey licenses the preschool.

Redeemer provides before- and
after-school extended care, instru-
mental music lessons (through the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts),
swimming and kids’ clubs that offer
learning and activities in areas such
as first-aid training, archery, cook-
ing, dance and fashion design.

Registration, done on a “first-come”
basis, will begin on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 2. Parents of prospective students
should call (908) 232-1592 for an
appointment for a personalized tour
and to meet with the staff.

ON DISPLAY…For two weeks in late November, the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries exhibited local students’ schoolwork. The displays included essays, math
assignments, science projects and artwork, and showcased the range and talent of
the students. Pictured above, at the Scotch Plains Public Library, is St. Bartholomew
Academy fourth grader Lauren Kaminskas.

THESE SCOUTS HAVE DRIVE…Holy Trinity Interparochial School of
Westfield’s fourth-grade Webelos collected a record 856 bags of clothing for the
Home and School Association’s annual clothing drive.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Projects Over Holiday
Breaks: Ethical or Cruel?

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If one was to define the word
“break,” some of the following terms
would most likely pop up – relax-
ation, no school/work, family time
and happiness.

According to dictionary.com, a
break (n.) is “a short vacation, or a
period of time taken out of one’s
professional activity in order to do
something else.”

Without these occasional fragments
of paradise, the world would be bat-
tling constant feelings of stress, which
is why breaks are extremely neces-
sary and wholeheartedly looked for-
ward to.

That is, if they can live up to their
positive name, which is determined
completely by our bosses and teach-
ers who have the power to either say,
“have a nice holiday, everyone,” or
“I expect to see excellence in your
projects due the day we get back.”

Disheartening situations are as-
pects of life that we all have to face
eventually. Although difficult to be-
lieve, they impact us to such a high
extent that after the fact, we feel
compelled to share our feelings re-
garding that situation with the world.

A perfect example of such a con-
dition was my life just a few weeks
ago. It was Thanksgiving break – the
four greatly anticipated days craved
by myself and all of WHS students,
bound to be miserably destructed by
a heavily weighted project that ended
up taking numerous lingering hours
to complete.

It is safe to say that from Novem-
ber 22 to 25, I became better ac-
quainted with my English binder than
I ever imagined possible. This project
was not just an essay. It was not one
of those creative dioramas you could
have fun constructing with some col-
orful model magic and a shoebox.

It entailed four researchers, mu-
sic, food, dressing up and was topped
off with barely understandable di-
rections.

Inconveniencing my mother, who
needed to venture off on the most
popular shopping weekend of the
year to purchase special ingredients
for a medieval dessert, and myself
with a workload 10 stories above my
head was not the only unfortunate
event in this series. Bothering my
fellow three group members, all of
whom were visiting family outside
of the state, was mandatory.

We worked through squinted eyes
during the brightness of those days

and continued with our duties while
listening to a choir of yawns, as we
worked in the blackness of night.

The phrase, “I feel like I’m in
jail,” was stated numerous times, yet
we knew that if we wanted to achieve
a fulfilling grade with this particular
teacher, anything less than our best
effort would not land anywhere
within the vicinity of his standards.

Posters were created, intense re-
search was done, nine-page assign-
ments were written, sketches were
drawn, food was prepared, attire was
chosen, music was recorded and
burned onto a CD…but our “break”
was over.

As I reflect on it now, a few basic
changes in the situation could have
made the Thanksgiving experience
for many other sophomores much
more rewarding.

Although we were provided with
a warning that we would have such
an assignment a few weeks in ad-
vance, with absolutely no discus-
sion regarding how we should go
about completing it until the very
last minute, giving ourselves an early
start was not exactly an option.

Also, the fact that work was dis-
tributed to research groups and not
to solely one person made formulat-
ing meeting times and locations very
disconcerting, especially on a holi-
day weekend when most families
travel.

Cramming an excessive amount
of requirements, which would prob-
ably take around three weeks to fin-
ish if administered fairly, into four
days was equivalent to being locked
inside of a dark, dismal room on a
beautiful day and never stopping
once to see the light.

Everyone knows that the “p” word
is a dreaded, yet unavoidable com-
ponent of growing up, and I have
come to realize that as my fellow
peers and I climb higher and higher
on the ladder of our school careers,
projects become more and more sec-
ond nature.

Although necessary for solidify-
ing our education in a different form
than a test or quiz, projects should
not consume our entire lives and
deprive us of the holiday family time,
relaxation and happiness that we so
passionately yearn for.

The phrase “school projects over
holiday vacations” would sit flaw-
lessly in the position of the former
Kit Kat slogan and have a million
voices singing, “Give me a break!”

Alexa is a sophomore at WHS.

CONTACT We Care
Seeks New Directors

WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour telephone crisis
hotline based in Westfield is seeking
interested volunteers to serve on the
non-profit organization’s board of di-
rectors. Board members serve as am-
bassadors for the organization, set policy
and raise financial support.

Serving as Union County’s “mental
health rescue squad” since 1975, CON-
TACT provides active, empathetic,
nonjudgmental listening to callers who
are lonely, depressed, stressed or sui-
cidal. Highly trained volunteers pro-
vide anonymous, confidential crisis
intervention, reassurance, support, and
information and referrals on commu-
nity resources to callers throughout
New Jersey.

CONTACT We Care’s board of di-
rectors seeks individuals with expertise
in finance, fundraising, leadership and
governance, and mental health services
to serve as trustees. New nominees will
be presented to the full membership of
the organization at its annual meeting
in March 2008.

The committee also seeks new
members for board committees, par-
ticularly those with special skills or
interests in resource development,
volunteer management and public re-
lations. Committee membership may
be an alternative to, as well as prepa-
ration for, full membership on the
board of trustees.

CONTACT We Care is one of 53
crisis centers affiliated with CONTACT
USA, the American arm of Lifeline
International, an international network
of crisis hotlines. It also is part of the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
(1-800-273-TALK and 1-800-SUI-
CIDE).

The United Way provides core finan-
cial support for CONTACT, along with
numerous private foundations,
churches, civic groups, corporations
and individuals.

Members of the public interested in
serving on the board or one of its com-
mittees are invited to call Executive
Director David Owens at (908) 301-
1899 to discuss the opportunity.

Christiana Gipson
Graduates Boston U.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston

University awarded academic de-
grees to 1,560 students in Septem-
ber 2007.

Among the graduates, Scotch
Plains’ Christiana Gipson received
a Master of Criminal Justice de-
gree.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Passing of a Legend!
Much More Than W’s

To the Legacy of Kehler
A Very Special

Devils Den Tribute

They came in groups of two and
three, sometimes four, occasionally
solo. It was Monday afternoon, No-
vember 20, 2006, and the members of
the 1970 WHS football team were
returning to their old stomping
grounds for a noon luncheon that
would precede their induction later
that night into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame.

There was associate coach Dick
Zimmer, assistant coach Dave Cilo,
Joe Monninger, the quarterback-
turned-professor and novelist; Tom
Polman, the king-sized tackle turned
hard-rockin’ drummer; Bob Harvey,
the quiet assassin of a two-way line-
man; Greg Harbaugh, the linebacker
whose nephews Mark and Will were
recent standouts at WHS; Bill Napier,
the glue-fingered future Princeton end
whose WHS record for receptions in
a season wasn’t broken until this fall;
Rich and John Grey, the talented twins
who made the most of their one year
as starters, and Mark Jackson, a sopho-
more who would graduate two years
later as one of the best defensive ends
in school history.

They would be joined that night at
the dinner by Jim Zitch, Don

Knobloch, Tupper Hillard, trainer
John D’Andrea, Tom Pfeiffer, Al
Deombeleg, Lou Case, Larry
Simmons and Pete Parken.

When that first group arrived at
WHS, they learned that their old coach
would not be attending the luncheon,
and would not able to make the din-
ner that evening either. They knew
that things had to be pretty bad for
Gary Kehler to not be there.

As the luncheon was finishing up
and the players were saying their
good-byes to the committee mem-
bers and other honorees until later
that night, Monninger, forever the
team’s leader, got the guys together
and said, “We’re going over to Coach’s
house.”

It was something straight out of a
novel by John Grisham (“Bleachers”)
or John Ed Bradley (“The Best There
Ever Was”) — the members of the old
high school team coming back home
for a celebration of its gloried past.
And another chance to get together
with the man who was such a big part
of all their young lives, and the lives
of hundreds, maybe even thousands,
of other former WHS athletes and
opponents.

They walked out the door and down
the hallway, their heads partially bald-
ing now or their hair graying, the
beards more salt than pepper, but the
bodies for the most part still pretty
athletic. It could’ve almost been the
summer of ’69 or ’70, with Monninger
leading his buddies over to Franklin
School for their nightly “health club”
practices. You didn’t have to try hard
to imagine No. 14 leading the team
out of the locker room (under Kehler,
WHS used the East lockers on the
Grove Street side of the Field House)
followed by 58 (Harvey), 71
(Polman), 66 (Harbaugh), 85
(Napier), 44 (Rich Grey), and 84 (John
Grey). And for a second you could
even still see Kehler, after discarding
his sports coat and rolling up the
sleeves on his famous blue shirt, cup-
ping his hands over his mouth (as if
the other team didn’t know what the
next play was most likely going to be)
and yelling “4-2” to Monninger, who
had to be wishing he’d heard “9-4-2,”
a play-action pass.

They had all moved on with their
lives, all of them now well on the
other side of 50, with kids of their
own, and sometimes grandkids.

They’ve all become very successful
in their chosen fields. And they all
had their warm memories of those
long-ago Saturday afternoons when,
in the springtime of their lives, they
played football for WHS, for “G.K.”
and “Zim.” And Westfield was a name
everybody knew.

At the dinner, someone — it might
have been Zitch — talked about how
cool it was to be somewhere far from
New Jersey and have somebody ask
where you were from and he would
say “Westfield, New Jersey” and they
would say, “Ohhhhhh. That’s where
they have that great football team,
and that great coach, KEY-ler.”

Back in his heyday, which was
pretty much the entire decades of the
’60s and ’70s, every unbeaten season
(there were nine of them) would be
followed by rumors about Kehler tak-
ing a college job somewhere, or maybe
even becoming an assistant coach in
the pros. But that never happened.
Like his old high school coach, Chot
Morrison at Hackettstown, Kehler was
very happy creating his own little
niche in Westfield. And his players
often found that their college coach-
ing didn’t measure up to what they’d
gotten at WHS.

One of Kehler’s greatest players
was Marty Howarth (Class of ’63),
arguably the best offensive end and
defensive back ever to play at WHS.
He earned a full scholarship to the
University of Iowa, a pretty good
football school.

“When I got to Iowa, I found out
just how good the coaching had been
at Westfield,” Howarth said last year.
“Iowa was one of the top teams in the
country, and their coach, Forest
Evachevski, had been moved up to
athletic director. The new coach was
Jerry Burns, who later was head coach
of the Minnesota Vikings. It didn’t
take me long to realize how few of the
guys in college really knew the ba-
sics, the fundamentals, the stuff Mr.
Kehler and Mr. (Norm) Koury taught
us ... simple blocking and tackling
techniques. My coaching in high
school was far superior to what I got
in college.”

Gary Kehler learned the game as an
undersized halfback under Morrison
in the late ’40s. Morrison was one of
those “old school” coaches, all about
fundamentals and technique and do-
ing things the right way. Kehler was
obviously a good listener. When he
stepped down from coaching at WHS,
his combined record for football (171-
26-7), wrestling (239-45-10) and golf
(329-44-6) was 739-115-23, an 86.5
winning percentage. (As a point of
reference, Vince Lombardi’s career
winning percentage was 72.8, Bear
Bryant’s 79.2, and Joe Paterno’s 75.0.)

But nobody “wins ’em all” and
there are some battles that can’t be
won. And, to be sure, Scotch Plains,

Raiders Bolstered Schedule,
Envision Exciting Mat Season

DiIORIO, SHEEHAN, LESSNER TO LEAD

Blue Devil Boys’ Outlook
Appears Bright in Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several firsts were recorded by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team last season. The Raider
matmen won 20 matches. They com-
peted in the sectional finals and they
had two individuals break the 100-
career win mark in the same season,
all for the first time. Additionally,
they were the Watchung Conference

champions and placed first in the
District 11 (D11) Tournament.

They defeated powerhouses
Hanover Park and Parsippany Hills
before defeating a strong Voorhees
team in the sectional semifinals to
face off with Warren Hills where it
came down to the final bout, resulting
in a 33-29 squeaker. This season there
will be no letup in the schedule, in
fact it will be even more competitive.

The Raiders have added Randolph,
Perth Amboy and J.P. Stevens.

“We were 20-5 last year. I would
love to get over 20. With those teams
on our schedule, it’s going to help us
with power points and get our kids
ready for the tournaments,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz, the
2007 District 11 Coach of the Year.

Several talented veterans will help
a room of 35-37 wrestlers refine their
skills. Senior Trevor Cannon, who
notched a district title at 152-lbs and
finished with a 24-11 record, will
remain at the same weight class.

“Trevor wrestled all year. Goes to
the club. He’s doing a good job with
his leadership in the room. He’s nasty
on top. We expect some exciting
matches from him. He’s hungry,” said
Scholz.

Senior heavyweight Joe Blaes com-
pleted a Cinderella story when he
stepped in for the injured Johnny
Loomis. After winning three bouts,
he entered the District 11 tournament
as the fifth seed and ran the table to
become the champion.

“He took advantage of the situa-
tion. Joe sees things and takes advan-
tage of the opportunity. He’s focused,”
commented Scholz.

A big loss, however, will be senior
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Union County Wrestling Article
Pre-season Set for December 20

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head coach Kevin Everly’s plan for
this year’s Westfield High School boys
basketball team is very simple. Lock
in a fifth straight winning season.

Last year, the Blue Devils finished
16-10, reached the quarterfinals of
the Union County tournament and
qualified for the sixth time in seven
years for the North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 playoffs. Although having

graduating outstanding players, Mike
Venezia, Tom Bonard, Santo Nardi
and Dan Pritsker, this year’s team
still returns plenty of varsity experi-
ence with physical strength and ex-
pects to make a huge impact in the
conference.

“Mike, Tom and Santo were great
players and great kids and they’re hard
to replace, but in our program we’re
starting to build a little tradition that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (1996 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEGEND AND A STAR…Gary Kehler and former pro football star Butch
Woolfolk, who had two touchdowns for Westfield in a 33-12 victory over Barringer
in the North 2, Group 4 championship game at Giants Stadium in 1977, meet again
at the Westfield Hall of Fame Dinner in November 1996.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING THE MOVES…Raider Mike Ferrara, top, slips in a single grapevine
and controls the arm of Wesley Morrison during a practice session.

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD - Grand, late 1800’s Second
Empire Victorian with later addition on one of
the largest lots on Westfield Ave. Well-lived in
home with many of the original architectural
details including high ceilings, round columns,
mansard roof with hooded moldings over
dormer windows, curved main staircase, back
staircase, built-ins and ornate fireplace in parlor.
Huge, Queen Anne-style barn in rear ready for
renovation. P-2 zoning permits many uses
including residential, professional, medical office
and multi-family. $1,075,000

James Holland, CCIM
Coldwell Banker Commercial NRT

39 Olcott Square
Bernardsville, NJ 07924

Office: 908-766-2900 • Mobile: 908-432-8283

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Susan Checchio Mary McEnerneyKimberley Haley

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416

Call now for a pre-approval decision

Congratulations

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.
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Blue Devil Boys’ Outlook
Appears Bright in Hoops
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SPF Raider Boys Look
To Be Force in Hoops

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returning seven players could
make the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School basketball team a force
in Union County and in the Watchung
Conference.

Finishing 13-13 last year, the Raid-
ers defeated Union Catholic in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) then gave St. Patrick’s
fits before dropping a 66-53 decision
in the quarterfinals. In the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament,
the Raiders overwhelmed
Middletown South before losing a
close 49-46 game to eventual sec-
tional winner Colonia in the
quarterfinals.

“We had a good year. We just could
never pull off the big, big victory last
year. We’re hoping this year with a lot
of experienced players returning, that
it can put us over the top in some of
those close games we lost,” said Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty. “We have
big strong kids. They worked hard and
got themselves in the weight room, so
that has helped us. Just the experience
of the shooters from last year is going
to help us. Quickness wise, we have
some of that coming off the bench, but
once again, experience is going to be
the number one factor.”

The Raiders bring plenty of leader-
ship to the floor with seniors Bryan
Dougher, Lordly Okarter, Dan
DeCataldo, Greg Zabel, Rob Zekunda
and Reggie Solomon.

Dougher, a guard and named one
of the top 15 players in the county last
year, finished with a team-high 970
points, including 100-career three-
pointers, will pack a formidable of-
fensive punch.

“Bryan pretty much has done it all
over his three years as a starter. He’s
become the first 1,000 point scorer in
over 20 years,” said coach Doherty.
“Now what he wants is to see if he can
do something team wise.”

Forward 6’4” Okarter brings a pow-
erful frame on the inside.

“He’s extremely strong, tough and
a very aggressive rebounder. Needs
to play a little more consistently, but
his offense game has come along, so
we may look for a little more offen-
sive fire power from him,” coach
Doherty said.

The Raiders look for big things
from DeCataldo in the backcourt and
count on his perimeter skills.

“Danny had an excellent summer
and we really expect him to step it up.
Maybe not numbers wise but he’ll do
a good job taking the pressure off of
Bryan and becoming the point guard
more. He’s a real great defender and
that will really helps us,” coach

Doherty said.
Moroney, a 6’5 junior forward,

netted 128 points last year.
“Another excellent summer! He can

play down low, can shoot the three
and we’re expecting a lot of things
from him, “coach Doherty said.

Solomon according to coach
Doherty has shown varsity experi-
ence and is expected to step up big.

“A little more confidence, gives a
little quickness and depth at the guard
position,” coach Doherty said.

The 6’4” Zekunda is a very accu-
rate shooter, who pumped in 104
points last year and added muscle
under the glass.

“Good presence underneath for us,”
coach Doherty said.

Adding depth at the guard position
is Zabel, a very good shooter as well.
Ishmil Raymond, a 6’5” forward
transfer from Roselle, will give the
Raiders an added dimension.

As to the Raiders’ goals and expec-
tations,” coach Doherty said, “They
are high. We don’t get into saying
we’re looking to win titles or any-
thing but we’ll take it game by game,
really just improve and see what hap-
pens from there. We do feel however
that we have a better and more expe-
rienced squad than we had last year.”

Blue Devil Icemen Open
Season on Optimistic Note

By PAUL FITZHENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Blue Devils ice
hockey team opened its 2007-8 sea-
son last week looking to show peren-
nial rivals Cranford Cougars and Sum-
mit Hilltoppers they mean business.
All three teams were entered in the
annual Cron Holiday Tournament,
which concludes with the champion-
ship game tonight at Warinanco Park
at 8:30 p.m.

Westfield opened the tournament
in convincing fashion by trouncing
Scotch Plain-Fanwood, 9-1, on De-
cember 4. The victory moved the
Blue Devils into the second round
where they stopped the Mendham
Minutemen, 4-2, on December 10. In
the other bracket, Cranford tripped
Summit, 6-2,for the right to play the
heavily favored Morris Knolls Golden
Eagles, the five-time defending Cron
tournament champion. Westfield will
face off against the Cranford-Morris
Knolls winner in the finale.

Coach Dennis Doherty, who began
his sixth season behind the Blue Dev-
ils bench, sees the Cron Tournament
as an ideal opportunity to build mo-
mentum for New Jersey high school
league play where Westfield has
started slowly in recent seasons.

“We want to make some noise early
in the season and we have the poten-
tial to do just that in the Cron Tourna-
ment,” said Doherty.

Doherty is optimistic about the sea-
son ahead despite the loss of a large
contingent of seniors from last year’s
team, notably forwards Brian and Seth
Davidson and defenseman John
Attanasio. Goaltender Eric Zagorski,
meanwhile, transferred to
Lawrenceville following his junior year.

That means Westfield will rely
heavily this season on the starting
forward line of seniors Jimmy Bender,

Craig Esposito and Evan Einstein.
Co-captains Bender and Esposito each
have more than 90 points through
their first three seasons with the Blue
Devils and Einstein is a force patrol-
ling the left wing. In goal, seniors
Caitlin Whitlock and Matt Fritz will
contend for the number one job with
no clear favorite at this early point in
the season according to Doherty.

Senior AJ Cunningham will join
sophomores Danny Reyman and Matt
Wronski on the team’s second for-
ward line, while freshmen CJ Meyer
and Henry O’Brien will compete for
time on the third line along with
sophomore Zander Maslow and jun-
ior Phil Cohn. Meyer and O’Brien
head up a bumper crop of 12 fresh-
men, who have joined the Blue Devil
hockey program this season, most of
whom will skate for Junior Varsity
Coach George Giresi.

“We have a handful of freshman
who can make an impact for us this
season,” said Doherty. “That’s a defi-
nite bonus and bodes well for the
future of our program.”

On defense, sophomores Dylan
Moran and Joe Kramkowski will join
juniors Pat Tresnan and Michael Foley
as the first two varsity pairings. Foley,
who skated last season as a forward,
will make the transition to the blue
line for the 07-08 campaign.

Following the Cron Tournament,
Westfield begins league play with
back-to-back contests against
Cranford on December 17 and 19.
Those two games could go a long way
to determining where Westfield ends
up in a three-way race Doherty sees
shaping up between with the Blue
Devils, Cougars and Hilltoppers.

“Watchung Hills will clearly be the
favorite but it’s pretty much a coin
toss for second between Cranford,
Summit and us,” predicted Doherty.

there’s always the next guy and we do
have some guys here who are going to
be that next guy,” said coach Everly.
“We have guys like a Chris Sheehan
and a Mike Lessner, Tony DiIorio,
Joey Kopser and a Pat Sabitino who
can play at the next level and bring us
some good county and state wins and
a good conference record.”

According to coach Everly the start-
ing lineup is not set in stone, however
the team has lots of balance thus
allowing players to interchange. “It’s
not who starts but who finishes games
and that’s the most important part,”
he said. “A lot of people concern
themselves with who starts, so I’m
going to tell you whom I think will be
in at the end of the game for us. There
is going to be a Tony. He’s a guy that
has to be on the court. Lessner, the
shooting guard, has to be on the court.
Sheehan was the decision-making ball

handler for us; has to be on the court.
Sabitino, with his ability to rebound
and has an inside presence; needs to
be on the court. David Pusar, he’s a
good shooter too. If you shoot the
ball, he needs to be on the court.
Senior Manny Mills’s defense, his
aggressiveness and intensity; needs
to be on the court. Every game is
going to be a little different and I’m
looking forward to some good energy
games.”

Looking ahead, coach Everly said,
“You have to be strong in this confer-
ence and you have to have some expe-
rience and I like to think that we have
that. I don’t get all caught up in that
senior, junior, sophomore and fresh-
man thing. Obviously, with experi-
ence it helps. Four of our guys battled
in the Watchung conference, they’ve
seen it, they have been part of it and I
think they’ll be okay.”

Much More Than W’s to the Legacy of Kehler
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Plainfield, Cranford, Montclair,
Nutley, Union and Elizabeth were far
easier opponents than the stomach can-
cer that, after a four-year battle, finally
outlasted Gary Kehler last Friday.

Within seconds of getting the word
of Gary’s passing, a thousand memo-
ries raced through my head ...

… those long-ago Saturday morn-
ing Westfield Boys Football League
games at Tamaques Park, when Gary
would always be out there watching
before heading over to Recreation
Field (now Kehler Stadium) for his
own game; the ’69 come-from-be-
hind tie against Rahway, the 62-22
romp over Montclair in ’70, the 12-6
win over Plainfield in the ’71 Ice
Bowl on Thanksgiving, the 35-0 pum-
meling of an unscored-upon
Montclair in ’77, the ’82 final game at
Plainfield; and all the great wrestling
matches against Russ Riegel and
Hunterdon Central, Seton Hall Prep,
Phillipsburg, SP-F and Herbie
Farrell’s Cranford teams …

… the way he switched guys
around, to always get the past players
on the field. Moving blocking back
Dave Morash to guard, where he made
all-state; moving quarterback Skeeter
MacCloskey to split end so
Monninger could play quarterback;
making functioning quarterbacks out
of halfback Dean Boylan and end
Steve Bodmer, who went on to be-
come a small-college all-American
defensive tackle; and the many out-
standing running backs who became
all-star guards and tackles, including

the classic ’77 switch of halfback-to-
be Dave Tomalonis to guard (where
he earned all-county), opening up a
spot in the backfield for converted
split end Butch Woolfolk, who went
on to set several school records and
play in the NFL ...

… the football numbers that boggle
the mind: 20-1-1 vs. SP-F, 18-4 vs.
Plainfield, 17-2 vs. Cranford, 13-1-1
vs. Nutley, 11-0-1 vs. Rahway, 11-1-
1 vs. A.L. Johnson, 10-0-1 vs. Lin-
den, 9-4 vs. Montclair, 8-3 vs. Union.
(that’s 117 wins, 16 losses and 5 ties
against his main rivals; 54-10-2
against everybody else) …

… and as a Westfield fan, would
life ever be better than mid-season
1973 as the unbeaten streak that
started in 1969 rolled into the 40s …
14-7 over a tremendous SP-F team
for No. 46, with the Raiders’ last-
second game-tying TD called back
for a penalty … the 0-0 tie at Nutley
in a No. 1 vs. No. 2 battle before
15,000 in The Oval for No. 48 … the
unbeaten streak ending in a 20-15
thriller the following week before
another huge throng at Montclair’s
Woodman Field. And the standing
ovation the Westfield fans gave the
team as it headed to the busses …

… the time last spring when I was
talking with Joe (The Mailman)
Wheatley at his crossing guard post
on Lawrence Avenue when a car
honked and pulled over on Sinclair
Place. It was Gary Kehler and he
jokingly asked which old little league
game from back in the 1970s we were

replaying. He was on his way home
from another chemo session at Over-
look Hospital.

… so many memories.
But the one that really sticks out came

in the spring of 1973. The Knobloch
family had moved to Florida after Don
graduated in ’71. Within a year or so the
family had returned to Westfield, but
apparently they had done some brag-
ging down south about what a great
football town Westfield was. There was
a lot of talk, back and forth, and one thing
led to another, and next thing you know
there’s a youth football game set up
between 33 members of the Westfield
Boys Football League (K.C. Knobloch
was a 12-year-old and future captain at
WHS) and Pompano Beach.

The Westfield coaching staff in-
cluded me, Jeff Gilbert, Don
Knobloch, Tom Polman and Pete Pas-
chal. The 33 players practiced through
the winter at Tamaques Park, often in
the snow and freezing conditions. We
used the same unbalanced line, double
wing-T offense and 5-2-4 defense
that WHS used, even the same system
of audibles. The game was scheduled
for Easter weekend, and our kids
raised thousands of dollars to cover
plane costs, living living at the houses
of the Pompano players those days.

There we were, at some god-for-
saken, poorly lit field. As the captains
headed to midfield, I turned to look
up in the stands, to see all the parents
and family members who had made
the trip. And then, as my eyes reached
the center of the stands in the top row,
I did a double take. Turning to Gilbert
I said, “Hey, look who’s here!”

It was Gary Kehler.

Now I’m not naïve enough to think
G.K. made the trip just to watch a
bunch of 11- and 12-year-olds play
an out-of-season football game. You
can be sure G.K. found plenty of time
for a few rounds of golf. But he also
got his first glimpse of many of the
players who would be key members
of the legendary unbeaten ’77 team
— Rick Sampson, Owen Brand, Frank
Kelly, K.C. Knobloch, John Iglar,
Matt McDonough, Chuck Clarke, Jim
Tyler, Paul Jackson, Chris Compton
and Kent Baldwin.

We lost the game that night, al-
though I don’t remember the score.
But if any of us learned anything
from their association with Gary
Kehler, it’s that life was not just about
W’s and L’s. It’s all about the journey.
That’s the true reward.

I moved to Westfield in Septem-
ber 1970, but worked out of town.
At the time, I knew little about the
town and paid little attention to
what was happening until I heard
on TV and listened to people con-
stantly talking about a guy named
Gary Kehler. When I found out he
was coaching great football teams
and wrestling teams, which was
right down my alley, I really started
paying attention to what was hap-
pening in Westfield.

Later I got to know the man and
I found out that he was also a great
person!

To me, Gary Kehler put Westfield
on the map.

David B. Corbin
(Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

The Westfield Leader and The Times

All-State, Group, UC
Boys/Girls Soccer:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Brian Hessemer was
named to The Star-Ledger All-State
Third Team and All-Group 3 First
Team in boys soccer and Raider goalie
Jackie Law was named to the All-
Group 3 First Team in girls soccer,
while Raider Bridget Cornwell was
named to the All-Group 3 Second
Team and Westfield High School Blue
Devil Corrine Parkinson made the
All-Group 4 Third Team.

Hessemer was also selected All-
Union County (UC) Player of the
Year and teammates Tyler Stanek and
Jarek Cohen were also selected to the
All-UC First Team as were Blue Dev-
ils Greg O’Brien, Nick Brezza and
Mike Irving. Blue Devils Todd
Saunders and Pat Tresnan, and Raider
Mike DeVizio made the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Westfield was named All-
UC Team of the Year.

Law (All-UC Goalie of the Year),
Cornwell and teammate Raychel
Kruper, along with Blue Devils
Parkinson and Stephanie Cortinhal
were named to the All-UC First Team.
Blue Devil Claire Bennett and Raider
Stephanie Glover made the All-UC
Second Team and Raider Katie
Cornacchia made the All-UC Third
Team.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times:

November 23, 2000: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football
team stomped Union 34-14 in Union.
Senior halfback Clifton Freshwater
reeled out TD runs of five yards and 52
yards to give the 8-3 Raiders a 27-0
lead. The “Wild Dogs” held the Farm-
ers to just 14 yards total rushing but did
allow 146 yards passing – one a 65-
yard touchdown pass to Ron Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards,
including a 47-yard TD strike to tight
end Andrew Pavoni early in the sec-
ond quarter. Schiller also hooked six
yards around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a punt 41
yards for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The Westfield
Blue Devils football team held on for
a wild 42-25 victory at a chilly Hub
Stine Field, finishing off a 6-4 season.
It was the Blue Devils’ best offensive
showing of the year as they piled up 25
first downs and ran for 331 yards. And
the defense, shredded in the first half,
put up a second-half shutout.

Senior Mike Mroz had 112 yards
rushing on 12 carries, with two TDs,
two pass receptions and a team high

11 tackles. Chris MacKay recovered
a fumble that set up Mroz’s first TD.
Jim McKeon had an interception that
turned the tide early in the fourth
quarter. Matt Daly rumbled for 77
yards and two scores. With Westfield
ahead, 28-25 at the half, Mroz and
Daly each scored a TD in the fourth
quarter to insure the victory.

December 5, 1998: Three lost
fumbles and a slick reverse on a punt
return spelled disaster for the
Westfield High School football team
as they were colonized by fourth-
ranked and defending champion
Morristown, 37-14, in the North Jer-
sey Section 2, Group 3 title game at
Giants Stadium in East Rutherford.
Todd Dowling had a 31-yard run and
Kevin McCormack followed with a
49-yard TD run. Quarterback Bran-
don Doerr completed an eight-yard
TD pass to Lamont Turner.

November 25, 1999: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team plowed over the 17-ranked
Union Farmers, 27-13, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Classic in Scotch
Plains. Senior standout Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three TDs
and junior Gary Cousar returned an
interception 59 yards for a TD.

Fred Lecomte (January 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH AND AGGRESSIVE…Raider 6’4” senior forward Lordly Okarter,
right, brings a powerful frame on the inside.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING A SIXTH STRAIGHT BANNER YEAR…The Westfield
basketball team look to bring the Devils another good season, including
good wins in the county, conference and state tournaments. Pictured, left
to right, are: tri-captains Tony DiIorio, Mike Sheehan and Mike Lessner;
back, Head Coach Kevin Everly.
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MILLER, GAB O’LEARY NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Seek
To Finish what They Started

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From 0-23 in 2004, 9-13 in 2005
and 14-10 in 2006 to 19-9 (tied for
most WHS wins) in 2007, the direc-
tion for this year’s Westfield High
School girls’ basketball team is in-
deed upward and the goal is to break
the 20-win threshold. The Blue Dev-
ils will be focusing on that goal,
among others with, senior co-cap-
tains and four-year starters Erin Miller
and Gab O’Leary.

Last year, the Blue Devils domi-
nated the Pepe/Levee Memorial Tour-
nament in Springfield for the second
straight year and defeated rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood twice during the
regular season. Receiving the top seed
for the Union County tournament,
the Lady Devils made it to the cham-
pionship game where they were de-
feated by the Raiders.

Miller, a forward, led the team in

scoring last year with 495 points to
bring her career total to 1,233, the all-
time WHS record. Whether driving to
the basket, drawing fouls or shooting
from long range, she was very effec-
tive and proved it by hitting 43 three-
pointers and sinking 148-of-211 (70
percent) from the line. But she also
was generous with 79 assists.

Miller, who had 105 rebounds, and
O’Leary, a point guard who scored
154 points and led the team in assists
with 94 (267 career), became the Blue
Devils’ “Wanted Poster” girls for theft
last year. Miller swiped 82, bringing
her career total to 248, while O’Leary
pilfered 80 to up her total to 154.

Junior Tara Handza, senior Steph
Slodyzcka (center), sophomore Ann
Knisely, filling in for sophomore
Diana Venezia who is recovering from
an injured ACL, and junior Keri
Pringle are expected to be the start-
ers. Tough under the basket, Venezia

rolled in 183 points, including 53-of-
81 (65 percent) from the line. She
also led the team with a WHS fresh-
man record 201 rebounds, breaking
Slodyzcka’s total of 179 set in the
2004-2005 season. Slodyzcka saw
limited time last year but had 51 points
and 41 rebounds.

“Stephanie is looking real good.
She is working real hard and has a lot
of energy,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Joe Marino said. “The nice thing about
this team is that they know the pro-
gram. They work hard. They know
how to win.”

Pringle had 118 rebounds, 26 steals
and 113 points, including 20 three-
pointers last year and Handza netted

JOHN BARNES, MATT SHAFFER NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Matmen Expecting
To Build Team for the Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores and freshmen com-
prised the vast majority of the
Westfield High School wrestling team
last season and, with only three jun-
iors and two seniors, the Blue Devils
managed to claim three District 11
champions and finish with a 10-10
record. One district champ returns,
junior John Barnes, who has joined
with senior Matt Shaffer as team cap-
tains to lead a young group of 26 to 29
matmen.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
unable to fill several weight classes
with personnel, although they had
good numbers on the team. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of the wrestlers
hovered around the middle weight
classes, leaving virtually no competi-
tors in the heavier weight classes and
just a few at the lower end of the scale
forcing them to forfeit an average of
five to six bouts per match – 25 to 30
team points. Some vacancies should
be filled this season but the Blue
Devils may not experience those gaps
to be filled until January.

“We are hoping to get a few more
football players out. We have no 103
pounder. I’m not going to have a 160-
pounder. We are not going to have a
215 pounder for a little while and we
are not going to have a heavyweight
for the first 30 days. That’s four right

there, three after Joe gets back. That’s
tough to make up,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

The heavyweight, Joe Kania, trans-
ferred from Bergen Catholic and
should be an asset in January.

Barnes, who placed third in Union
County Tournament, improved vastly
throughout the season last year to grab
the 119-lb. district title, put two state
qualifiers (Ben McNeil, Parsippany
Hills and Dan Conroy, Brearley) in
jeopardy in the Region 3 Tournament
and finished with a 26-9 record. Barnes
jumped up a class to 125 lbs.

“He is right where he needs to be.
He was wrestling great at the end of
the season. I think he was disap-
pointed in the fact that he had McNeil
pinned and did not get the call, and he
was beating Conroy, 7-3. I think that
left a little hunger. He dedicated him-
self this summer. He was in the weight
room all the time and he got in about
50-60 matches. His goal is to make it
down to the state tournament,” said
coach Kurz.

Shaffer, who missed the last half of
the season due to an injury, is expected
to compete at 140 lbs.

“He started rehabbing right after his
injury and he was able to start lifting
with us. He put in a nice summer. He
did a lot of wrestling. I think he’s
going to have a good year,” Kurz said.

Senior Andy Castrorao placed sec-

ond in the districts and finished 23-14
at 152 lbs. last year. He is expected to
compete at the same weight.

“Andy had over 20 wins. I would
expect that he is going to improve. If
he really starts opening up, he’s going
to take it to some kids,” said Kurz.

Junior Sam Reichbach finished 16-
16 at 140 lbs. last year. He will drop
to 135 lbs. this season.

“Sam is going to turn some heads.
Technically, he is as good as anybody
we have in the room right now. We
just need to work on some match
smarts and a little confidence,” com-
mented Kurz.

Freshman Christian Barber may
have some success at 119 lbs.

“I’m not going to be surprised to
see if he has a good year because he
went to camp with us and won a lot of
matches. He’s not coming in like your
typical freshman,” said Kurz.

Presently, others who should help
the team are: juniors Wendel
Hammond (130 lbs.), Nick DeFreitas
(119 lbs.), Pat Younger (119/125 lbs.),
Joe Panarese (125-lbs.), Bill Kim (171
lbs.) and Zach Frantz (189 lbs.). Jay
Yengling will compete at 112-lbs.

“My expectation is that we put our-
selves in a good position to qualify for
the sectionals next year,” said coach
Kurz. “We just want to keep getting
better. This is a junior dominated group
so we are building for the future.”

David B. Corbin (Region 3, 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Junior co-captain John Barnes, left, who was a District 11 champ at
119-lbs last year, has moved up to 125-lbs and expects an even more successful season this year.

Local Athletes Make
All-UC, All-NJ/Group
Westfield High School’s Lacy

Cummings has been selected to The
Star-Ledger All-State Third Team in
gymnastics. Cummings was listed in
the top five in the all-around, vault,
balance beam and floor exercise in
North Jersey, Section 2 and team-
mate was listed in the top five for all-
around, uneven bars and beam.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Cathy Harley was named to the All-
UC First Team in girls cross-country,
while teammates Brittney Veeck and
Cassy Valdes, along with Blue Devil
Aileen Grogan made the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Blue Devils Rose Driscoll
and Bridget Grogan made the All-UC
Third Team. Raider Pat Doliber was
named All-UC Runner of the Year in
boys cross-country, while Blue Devils
Evan Friedman and Alex Tarlow also
made the All-UC First Team. Raiders
Martin Sweeney and Dan Sapienza
made the All-UC Second Team and
Raider Mike Ragan, along with Blue
Devils Julian Applebaum and Brendan
Berkowitz, made the All-UC Third
Team. Jack Martin’s Blue Devil boys
were named UC Team of the Year.

Blue Devil Augustina Healy was
named to the Third Team All-Union
County in field hockey.

Kopnicki Receives
All-America Honors
EWING – The College of New

Jersey’s (TCNJ) department of ath-
letics honored the 31 student-ath-
letes who combined to earn 46 All-
America citations, while compet-
ing for TCNJ, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8. Brian Kopnicki of Scotch
Plains received honors in men’s
cross-country for placing 21st at
the NCAA Championships and in
men’s indoor track and field for
placing seventh in one-mile run
and seventh in distance medley re-
lay at the 2007 NCAA’s.

116 points and 30 assists and had 21
steals.

Another positive is that there is a lot
of depth and talent in the reserve play-
ers. Junior Cyndl Matthew, sopho-
mores Charlotte O’Leary, Amanda
Markowski, Maria Niemiera and
Nicole Aronson, and freshman Katie
Ponce will give the starters a rest and
keep pressure on the opponents.

“We have a nice bunch to come off
the bench if I need to,” coach Marino
said.

Since the Blue Devils made it to the
finals of the Union County Tourna-
ment and qualified for the state
sectionals, falling to Watchung Hills
in the quarterfinals, the task would be
to step up another notch and fend off
all competition.

“We are looking to have a really
good season,” coach Marino said. “We
know everyone is going to gun for us.
We are looking to win 21 games, be
competitive in the county and be com-
petitive in the states. The girls are
confident. In their minds, they feel
that they started something last year.
Now they have to finish it.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-YEAR STARTERS AND CO-CAPTAINS…Seniors Gab O’Leary, left,
and Erin Miller hope to lead the Blue Devil girls to 20+ victories this season.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Westfield

Westfield

Fanwood
Charming 4 bedroom. 1.1 bath colonial on huge lot.  Formal
dining room with fireplace, family room, deck.  Call for details.
WSF0710

Traditional Ch colonial set high on a knoll.  Great 2 story
addition, fireplace, 2 zone heat & air.  Lovely street.  Call
for info.  WSF0839

Storybook setting, charming colonial.  4 bedrooms, living
room fireplace, formal dining room, spacious eat-in kitchen
& more.  WSF0333

Immaculate colonial.  Updated kitchen and baths, formal din-
ing room, family room, living room fireplace and much more.
WSF0605

Mountainside

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$599,000

$809,900 $949,000

$457,900 Westfield
Newly renovated 4 bedroom, 2 bath custom cape.  Move-
in condition with new roof, siding, windows, kitchen,
baths, heat & cac.  WSF0932

$639,000

Westfield
Beautiful custom colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, eat-in
kitchen, family room fireplace, rec room and exercise room.
WSF0962

$1,075,000

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.
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WF ‘Y’ B Devilfish Girls Fall
To W. Monmouth ‘Y’, 106-102

The Westfield Y girls B Devilfish
swim team lost to the Western
Monmouth Y girls, 106-102, on De-
cember 1.

8U: Emma Conlon took first in the
50-free. Amy Liang took third. Jes-
sica Trinkle and Liang took 1-2 in the
25-breast. Conlon placed second in
the 25-back. Trinkle and Zoe Hays
placed 1-3 in the 25-fly. Conlon,
Liang, Trinkle and Gargiulo won the
100 medley relay.

9-10: Carly Kalis and Rachel Ma
touched 1-2 in the 100IM. Charley
Hays and Meredith Bagger touched

1-2 in the 50-free. Kalis and Emma
Phillips placed 2-3 in the 50-breast.
Phillips (50-back) and Cecily
D’Amore (50 fly) placed second,
while Marina DeCotiis took third in
the 50-fly. Phillips, Kalis, DeCotiis
and Bagger won the 200-medley re-
lay.

11-12: Charlotte Milford won the
200IM. Victoria Greeley and Shan-
non Sokolow placed 1-3 in the 100-
free. Tori Miller took third in the 50-
breast. Greeley and Gemma Larche
placed 1-2 in the 50-back. Milford
took third in 50-fly.

13-14: Alana Basil and Katie
Yamano touched 2-3 in the 200IM.
Brenna Berenholz won the 200-free.
Basil placed second in the100-breast.
Yamano and Hannah Hays touched
2-3 in the 100-back. Berenholz took
second in the 100-fly.

15-18: Kathleen O’Neill placed
second in the 200IM. Mary Mahoney
and Leslie Holt took 1-3 in the 200-
free. Megan Boersig and Mahoney
placed 1-3 in the 100-breast. Lindsey
Anderson and Holt touched 1-3 in
100-back. O’Neill won the 100-fly.
Anderson, Boersig, O’Neill,
Mahoney won the 200-medley relay.

Raiders Bolstered Schedule,
Envision Exciting Mat Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Keith Baker at 215-lbs, who received
a football scholarship to play for
Temple University and opted not to
wrestle this season.

Senior Billy Jacobs (189-lbs)
placed second in the districts and
finished 16-9 and will compete at
189-lbs and 215-lbs.

“We need him to wrestle 89 and
215. He will be bouncing around when
we need to. He does what we ask of
him. Billy is a fighter. I don’t think he
is going to be denied too much this
year,” said Scholz.

Junior Mike Ferrara placed second
in the district for the second time,
placed second at John Goles and fin-
ished with a 19-14 record last year at
130-lbs. Ferrara has gained size and
muscle and will compete at 140-lbs.

“Mike’s a good football player. He’s
a workhorse on the mat. He’s one of
the kids who we rely on and the kids
look up to. We ask a lot from him. He
leads by example,” said Scholz.

Sophomore Tristan Bundy (112-
lbs) placed second in the district and
finished with a 21-13 record. Bundy
will compete in the 112/119 range.

“Tristan is an athlete. His wrestling
skills are maturing. He is constant
energy. If we could bottle that and
give to other kids, we would be in
great shape all the way through,” said
Scholz.

Sophomore Mike Ridge placed sec-
ond in the district at 140-lbs and
finished with a 13-9 record last year.
Ridge has moved up to 145-lbs.

“He will take his shots and do ev-
erything else but he plays defense
and he is good at it. He’s strong. He
has great mat sense and he knows
where he is. He is one of the gamers.
He knows what he wants and the hard
work is going to get him there,” said
Scholz.

The Raiders will place freshman
Nowell Whitehorse on the mats at
103-lbs. Backing Bundy at 112-lbs
will be freshman Shane Squire and
junior Jim Mei. Sophomore Jeremy
Cimafonte will compete at 119-lbs,
while sophomores Jawan Gaines and
Troy Sacks will occupy 125-lbs. Jun-
ior Wesley Morrison has moved up to
130-lbs.

“Wesley is coming along nicely.
He works with Mike Ferrara and Mike
Ridge every single day. He is part of
that disciplined group,” said Scholz.

Junior Dan Gore is expected to
compete at 135-lbs. Veterans, senior
Joe Sette and junior Rob Desiato will
compete in the 152/160-lb classes.
Senior Brandon Wergland and jun-
iors Ryan McCarthy and Joe Sebolao
will compete in the 171-lb class.

Local Athletes Pace
U. Scranton Swimmers

SCRANTON, PA — Junior Erin
O’Connor (Scotch Plains/Union
Catholic Regional) captured first place
in the 400-individual medley (4:54.66)
and the 500-freestyle (5:34.99) and
swam the opening leg on the first-
place 400-medley relay team to lead
the University of Scranton past
Susquehanna University, 112-88, in
Landmark Conference action on De-
cember 1. O’Connor was named the
Landmark Conference female swim-
mer of the week and the university’s
athlete of the week for the period
ending December 2.

The 6-0 Royals also received two
first-place finishes from senior
Danielle Heffernan (Westfield) in the
50 (:26.49) and 100 (:57.93) freestyle.
Freshman Brittany Reyes (Westfield)
won the 200-fly in 2:31.04. O’Connor
now has eight first-place finishes this
year and 34 in her career. She is a
four-time conference champion, hav-
ing won the 400-individual medley
and the 500-freestyle at the 2006 and
2007 Middle Atlantic Conference
championships, and holds the
Scranton record in the 400-individual
medley (4:42.56).

NJ Lax Assn. Seeks
Candidates for Officials

The New Jersey Interscholastic
Lacrosse Officials Association is
accepting candidates for its upcom-
ing cadet classes to officiate high
school boys’ lacrosse. Classes will
be held throughout the state begin-
ning in January. Interested candi-
dates must be at least 18-years-old.
Prior playing experience is not re-
quired. For more information, visit
www.njiloa.org or e-mail
cadets@njiloa.org.

WF ‘Y’ A Swim Girls Defeat
Raritan Valley ‘Y,’ 109-99

The Westfield Y girls A swim
team defeated the Raritan Valley Y
girls, 109-99 on December 1 to im-
prove to 3-0.

8U: Shannon Pyle won the 50-free

and 25-back. Emily Oster placed sec-
ond in the 50-free and first in the 25-
fly. Mackenzie Smith won the 25-
breast. Emily Beattie touched second
in the 25-breast and third in the 25-
fly. Muriel Maloney placed second in
the 25-back. Emily Lockatell touched
second in the 25-fly and third in the
25-back. Pyle, Smith, Oster and
Maloney won the 100-medley relay.

9-10: Courtney Day won the 50-
back and took third in the 50-fly.
Katherine Duffy won the 100-free, as
did Johanna Mermer in the 50-breast.
Gwyn Devin touched second in the
50-fly. Jamie Thomas (50-breast),
Caroline Basil (100-IM) and Julia
Meyers (50-back) took third.

11-12: Carly Whitmer won the 100-
free and 50-fly. Becky Zhang won the
200-IM and touched second in the
50-fly. Audrey Bangs won the 50-
back and placed second in the 200-
IM. Erika Daniel (50-breast) and Allie
McBrearty (50-back) touched sec-
ond. Bangs, Daniel, Whitmer and
Zhang won the 200-medley relay.

13-14: Allie Rose won the 200-IM
and placed second in the 100-fly.
Summer Thomas won the 200-free.
Maeve Maloney won the 100-back.
Olivia Scrofani finished second in
the 200-IM. Rose, Abby Pires, Oria
Alexander and Thomas won the 200-
medley relay.

15-18: Suzanne Lemberg won the
200-free. Becky Krakira (200-IM),
Meredith Smith (100-back) and Elaine
Anderson (200-fly) placed second.

SPFSA Wildcats Claw to 9-1 Soccer Season
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Wildcats U-9 girls soccer team re-
cently completed its first season of
travel soccer. The Wildcats com-
peted in Flight 2 of the Mid New
Jersey Soccer Association, and fin-
ished the fall season with a 9-1
record. The Wildcats also partici-
pated in the Bridgewater Kickoff
tournament and the North
Brunswick Spookarama tournament
to finish with an overall tournament

record of 5-0-1.
The Wildcats players are: Cori

Bernstein, Allyson Bisgay, Sophie
Brause, Alexis Brunetto, Brooke
DePaul, Alyssa Difrancesco,
Sophia Dilorio, Andrea Leitner,
Maxine Manville, Morgan
Martinson, Christina Rodgers and
Daria Speranza. Joe Parker trained
the team and the parent coaches
were Danny Difrancesco and David
Bernstein.

University of Scranton junior Erin O’Connor of Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Wildcats U-9 girls soccer team

David B. Corbin (February 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF ANOTHER UPSET…District 11 heavyweight champ, Raider
Joe Blaes, right, upset second-seeded Eric Kaminsky of Johnson, 5-2, to advance
to the Region 3 semifinals last year.

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Location, Location, Location!  This stunning 5 Bedroom, 4.1 Bath Colonial on cul de sac street
offers the discriminating buyer amenities too numerous to mention.  Featuring a step-down Family
Room with cultured stone fireplace, quality gourmet Kitchen with stainless steel appliances.  Opulent
Master Bedroom Suite, including sitting area, spa type bath, and exceptional closet space.  Second
floor Laundry, lower level Recreation Room and full Gym.  Immediate Occupancy.  Wilson School
District.  WSF0258  $1,799,999

In Town Location – 3 story Townhome offering top quality amenities throughout.  Large Living
Room, formal Dining Room, State-of-the-Art Kitchen/granite & stainless steel appliances
overlooking Family Room with fireplace.  2 Bedrooms, 2.1 Baths, 2-Car Attached Garage.
Immediate Occupancy.  $799,000

Impeccably maintained multi-level home within short walk to Salt Brook Elementary School,
NYC Transportation and Park.  Gleaming hardwood floors, new bath, newer Kitchen with stainless
steel appliances, 3 Bedrooms, 1 full and 2 half baths.  14x19 Family Room, plus Garden Room
and lower level Playroom & Office.  This home has it all! Ready for Immediate Occupancy.
WSF0954  $659,000

“Wychwood” - Westfield

New Providence

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, December 16th  1:00-4:00pm – 301 Elm Street, Westfield

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Wonderful charm and detail are found throughout this updated Cape Cod style home located in a sought after Westfield
neighborhood. An inviting floor plan includes four bedrooms and three full baths. The lovely living room features a wood
burning fireplace and adjoins a formal dining room with bay window. The convenient kitchen with plentiful cabinetry and
countertops leads to a spacious breezeway with access to the patio and the two car garage. The lower level family room is not
to be missed. A new full bath and laundry room as well as a bonus hobby room complete this floor. Recently painted inside
and out in today’s colors, this home is ideally located on a quiet street within close proximity to award winning schools,
downtown and New York City transportation. This home is a rare find!  Offered for $675,000. WSF0955

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 16th  1-4pm • 654 Knollwood Terrace
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Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

CRANFORD SPLIT LEVEL $619,000
Meticulously maintained Split-level with 4 BRs and 2 ½ Baths – all new windows, master
bedroom with family room which has skylights and recessed lighting.  New furnace, new hot
water heater.  Fenced-in backyard.  Total of 2 family rooms.  Partially finished basement.  1-
car attached garage.  (052111486)

WESTFIELD THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR! $1,475,000
This 1920’s Center Hall Colonial retains all the period architectural detailing you want; combined
with all the modern conveniences you require.  Located less than ½ mile from the train station
& downtown Westfield, in the historic Boulevard area; this classic home retains the high ceilings,
arched entry, characteristic moldings, oversized wood-burning fireplace & large rooms associated
with this period.  Incredibly light & bright throughout, the extensive updates include great
room addition with cathedral ceiling, skylight, additional fireplace, updated kitchen, 3 renovated
baths (including master), 2 ½ baths & finished basement.  The large, groomed, private backyard
hosts frequent parties & spirited croquet matches.  A semi-circular driveway to the detached
oversized garage in back completes this wonderful property.  (052111302)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS BERWYCK CHASE COLONIAL $739,800
This fabulous Colonial is located on a premium lot on a cul-de-sac in the Berwyck Chase
section of Scotch Plains.  This home offers a total of 4 bedrooms with a spacious master suite
including a Jacuzzi and a sitting room.  There is a beautiful & spacious living room, dining
room, and family room with wood-burning fireplace.  The eat-in kitchen has French doors
that back to the very private fenced backyard with circular paver block patio.  The community
offers a great swimming pool & tennis courts.  Make this your home now.  (052111612)

SCOTCH PLAINS SPECTACULAR RENOVATED CUSTOM COLONIAL $999,900
A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty.  Set on a cul-de-sac on
a .43 acre lot, the rooms flow effortlessly through the open plan, perfect for everyday or
formal entertaining.  A column of windows in the living room allows light to flood the
interior.  A breakfast sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm & expands the 1st floor
living space while the family room’s fireplace adds warmth.  Four spacious bedrooms, including
the master with spa quality bath, & two additional baths finish the 2nd fl.  A finished basement
& 2 car garage complete this fabulous home.  (052111475)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM HOME $815,000
Located in the Homestead Village section this custom home boasts 4 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths,
hardwood floors, new gourmet kitchen w/tumbled tile backsplash, granite countertops &
sliders to the beautifully landscaped deck & yard.  The master bedroom suite is luxury &
comfort w/French doors leading to the conservatory.  The magnificent main bath features a
Jacuzzi type tub, neo-angle all glass shower, cherry chocolate coated cabinets & more.  A
full basement w/rec. room, full kitchen & home office are just a few of the amenities.  Close
to transportation & more.  (052001716)

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $999,000
Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication, both will be in great
abundance in this 4,500 SF Colonial Tudor.  This NEW construction will feature 9 rooms, 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, 1 half bath, inlaid hardwood floors.  The foundation is in and there is
still time for you to make selections.  (052001104)

WESTFIELD BI-LEVEL $580,000
Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with hardwood floors.  Updated Eat-In Kitchen, huge Family Room on ground
level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen.  (052111698)

WESTFIELD TUDOR HOME FROM D.VILLANE CONSTRUCTION $1,475,000
Elegant New Construction Tudor built by a respected local builder.  D.Villane Construction
welcomes you to this unique 38000 sq. ft. home.  Great for entertaining, the 1st floor has an
open floor plan, designer kitchen, Formal Living Room and Dining Room and large Family
Room with fireplace.  The 2nd floor has 4 generously sized Bedrooms with a Master and Teen
Suite.  There’s an additional 3rd floor Bedroom/Office.  A full finishable basement and large
lot completes this spectacular home.  (052001399)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $699,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family room
with fireplace, designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™
exterior with masonry accents.  Still time to customize.  Call Ralph for more information.
908-591-6283.  (052000587)

MOUNTAINSIDE CENTER HALL COLONIAL $1,250,000
Located in one of Mountainside’s most elegant neighborhoods this classic Center Hall Colonial
hosts 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths.  Formal living & dining rooms, library, eat-in
kitchen, conservatory, den, powder room & full bath complete the perfect layout.  Hardwood
floors, crown molding & 3 wood-burning fireplaces are a few of the many appointments this
gem contains.  Full finished basement w/fireplace & half bath.  Master suite includes sitting
area w/fireplace, dressing room, walk-in closets & spa-like retreat.  (052111045)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,575,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior.  Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center-island kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast
nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood-burning
fireplace w/marble & imported mantel.  A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath,
closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room.  The 2nd fl. offers 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry
room & walk-up attic.  The master suite will include his/her walk-in closets, fireplace & a
spa-like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more!  Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  (052111031)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Elegant Homes happily 
BUILDS TO SUIT 

 

For more information call 
Ralph Rapuano at (908) 591-6283 (Cell) 

 

Elegant Homes is happy to build you the Home of your Dreams  
on properties of all sizes in the surroundin all sizes in the surrounding area. Using only the  
highest end materials and latest technologies in all of our homes,  
we can tailor to fit any of your desires. With multiple properties in  

Westfield, Mountainside and surrounding areas, there are  
endless possibilities to get what you are looking for...at the best price 

guaranteed!  Cad!  Call us today to discuss all your oscuss all your options. 
 

Happy Holidays  

 

The 95 Professional Sales Associates and Staff of the Weichert Westfield Office would like to thank you

for letting us help you with all of your Real Estate needs and for making 2007 our best year ever.

We wish you and your families Happy Holidays and a Healthy New Year.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

FILING OF MOTION
FOR TEMPORARY IMMUNITY IN THE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

NOTICE is hereby given that the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, the Borough of
Mountainside Council and the Borough of
Mountainside Planning Board (collectively,
“Municipal Parties”), as parties in In Re
Borough of Mountainside, Docket No.
UNN-L-3624-07, have filed a Motion for
Temporary Immunity in the Superior Court,
Union County, State of New Jersey, ask-
ing for the following relief:

1.  Granting the Municipal Parties tem-
porary immunity from Mount Laurel law-
suits, whether directly or indirectly, to al-
low them (a) to adopt a Round Three
Affordable Housing Plan following COAH’s
establishment of standards responsive to
In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C.
5:94 and 5:95 by the New Jersey Coun-
cil on Affoardable Housing, 390 N.J.
Super. 1 (App. Div. 2007); and (b) re-
spond to any concerns the Court or its
Special Master may express with respect
to the Round Three Plan;

2.  Providing for the appointment of a
Special Master, Philip B. Caton; and

3.  Providing that said immunity shall
commence from the date that the Munici-
pal Parties filed the Complaint in this ac-
tion, and extend to whatever date COAH
establishes for submissions of amended
affordable housing plans responsive to
any amended regulations COAH may
adopt in response to the aforementioned
Appellate Division decision or any exten-
sion thereof the Court deems just and
reasonable.

The immunity sought as part of the relief
in the Complaint described above, if
granted, would protect the Municipal Par-
ties from any Mount Laurel lawsuits,
whether directly or indirectly, during the
period of protection.  A Mount Laurel law-
suit filed pursuant to cases commonly
referred to as “Mount Laurel I” and
“Mount Laurel II” claiming that the mu-
nicipality has used its zoning powers to
exclude low and moderate income house-
holds in violation of the requirements of
these judicial opinions, the New Jersey
Fair Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et.
seq.), the regulations of the New Jersey
Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”)
and other applicable laws.

For a more complete understanding of
the relief sought by the motion described
above, the public is invited to review the
motion papers and supporting documen-
tation, which are available for public in-
spection at the office of the Borough Clerk,
1385 Route 22, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey during regular business hours.

If any member of the public wishes to be
heard concerning the Complaint described
above, it should submit its comments to
the Court and those listed below no later
than November 30, 2007.

Philip Caton, PP
Clarke, Caton, Hintz
Station Place
400 Sullivan Way
Trenton, New Jersey 08628-3407

Martha DeJesus, Clerk
Borough of Mountainside
1385 Route 22
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

John N. Post, Esq.
Post, Polak, Goodsell, MacNeill &

Strauchler, P.A.
425 Eagle Rock Avenue
Roseland, New Jersey  07068

Vincent K. Loughlin, Esq.
Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin & Lane
324 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Melissa Orsen, Esq.
Chief Counsel, New Jersey Council on

Affordable Housing
101 South Broad Street
PO Box 813
Trenton, New Jersey  08625

Elisa Sanaman, Director
New Jersey Connect
936 Wyandotte Trail
Westfield, New Jersey  07090

The comment shall set forth why the
Court should or should not grant the relief
described above.

Martha DeJesus, Clerk
Borough of Mountainside

1385 Route 22
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $89.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1203
amending (Resolution No. 2007-553)
AWARDED TO: Education & Health

Centers of America, Inc., Roseland, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to de-obligate the amount
of $200,000 from the contract amount of
$4,990,248

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-December 31,
2007

COSTS: at no additional cost.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1196
AWARDED TO: Ira R. Titunik, DDS,

New York, New York
SERVICES TO: as consulting forensic

odontologist for the purpose of identifying
charred remains of unidentifiable dece-
dents

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1194
AWARDED TO: Jocelyn Joseph,

Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as forensic technician

to provide assistance to the medical ex-
aminer during the performance of autop-
sies and external examinations for one
month

PERIOD: December 1, 2007-Decem-
ber 31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$3,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1193
AWARDED TO: Nadhir Abdul Salaam,

East Orange, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of provid-

ing religious services and counseling for
ten (10) hours per week to Islamic inmates
in the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $5,940.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1192
AWARDED TO:  Reverend Ray

Gaddis, Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of provid-

ing religious services and counseling for
ten (10) hours per week to Protestant
inmates in the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $5,940.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1191
AWARDED TO: Comprehensive Psy-

chological Services, PA, Clark, New
Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of provid-
ing psychological services pre-employ-
ment and fitness for duty evaluations for
Correctional Officers and Candidates

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$17,400.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1190
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychologi-

cal Associates, Ridgewood, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: for the purpose of provid-
ing psychological services for Correctional
Officer Candidate’s pre-employment
evaluations, Correctional Officer fitness
for duty evaluations and re-evaluation

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$17,400.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1188
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional work related

to the rooftop solar panels at the Union
County Administration Building

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$6,500 for a new total contract amount of
$145,400.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1187
AWARDED TO: GRA Architects,

Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to prepare design for the

renovations of the John Russell Wheeler
Park Pool Facility in Linden, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed of
$31,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1186
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide architectural

design and construction administration
services for the interior alterations and
elevator replacement at the Oriscello Cor-
rectional Facility, Elizabeth, New Jersey

COSTS: in the amount of $759,220.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1183
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting,

P.A., Red Bank, and New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of design

and construction administration for the
replacement of three culverts in the town-
ship of Union and Springfield

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $264,200.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1176
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1223)

AWARDED TO: P.R.O.C.E.E.D, Inc
Elizabeth, New Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
rental assistance to people with HIV/AIDS

PERIOD: December 1, 2006-Decem-
ber 31, 2007

COSTS: at no additional cost.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1175
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1224)

AWARDED TO: Homefirst Interfaith
Family Services Plainfield, New Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
rental assistance to people with HIV/AIDS

PERIOD: December 1, 2006-Decem-
ber 31, 2007

COSTS: at no additional cost.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1174
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1118)

AWARDED TO: Courter, Kobert &
Cohen, Hackettstown, New Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of coordi-
nating agreements with various states and
other governmental agencies

PERIOD: December 1, 2007-January
31, 2008

COSTS: for an additional sum of
$12,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1173
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Union, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide general eco-
nomic development service within the
County of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$80,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

   PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/6/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1172
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Union, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide procurement
training/technical assistance to private
businesses within Union County and as-
sociated general economic development
services to the County

PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$80,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $25.50

Atlantic Arsenal Competes
In AAU Hoops Nationals

TURKEY TROTTERS…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y participants Lane Gentile,
front left, along with Disha and Rhea Rao, front right, shown with their mothers,
competed in the first Annual 5K Turkey Trot at the Ginty Field Complex in
Morris Township on Thanksgiving. The Turkey Trot benefited the Literacy
Volunteers of Morris County and the Interfaith Food Pantry.

The Atlantic Arsenal Basketball
Club, based in Westfield, recently
competed in the U14 AAU Nationals
in Cocoa Beach, Florida. The team
completed its fifth year together, cul-
minating their 8th grade season by
qualifying for the event. The Arsenal
won a club record five games at AAU
Nationals this year.

The Arsenal opened the tourna-
ment with a 63-61 win over a team
from Minnesota. Tore Vicarisi led the
team with 17 points, seven assists,
nine rebounds and five blocks. Next,
the Arsenal defeated Massachusetts,
52-40. Joey Kacmarsky tallied 20
points and five steals, while Alex
Vicarisi drained four 3-pointers en
route to 14 points.

The Arsenal defeated New York,
76-29, in the first game in bracket play.
Cris Cafiero scored six points and
Bryan Fitzsimmons secured seven re-
bounds. The team won its fourth game
with a 61-34 win over Connecticut.
Clayton Johnson bucketed 16 points,
while Ryan Hess tallied eight assists
and two blocks. The Arsenal won its
fifth game by defeating Chesapeake
Bay, 57-52. Jamaad Nash pounded the
glass for eight rebounds in the contest.

The Arsenal won three tournaments
during their regular season and re-
corded an Elite 8 finish in the AAU
Super Regional to earn the bid to the
national tournament. It was the fourth
consecutive appearance at the AAU
Nationals for the current Arsenal team.

UNDEFEATED SOCCER SEASON…The Mountainside Boys U12 Blue’s Clues
completed its magical season with a 2-0 victory over Cranford in the ICYSL (Inter
County Youth Soccer League) U12 Championship game. The team finished
undefeated with a record of 9-0-2.

Broom Bowl Was Cool Fun
At Warinanco Skating Rink
ROSELLE – The Thanksgiving

Broom Bowl Challenge held on No-
vember 24 at Warinanco Ice Skating
Center was a success. Children ages 4
to 17 combined their skating skills
and bowling ability in this new ver-
sion of broomball. Prizes were

awarded to the competitors who were
divided into three age groups.

Nicholas Linebaugh from Linden
came out on top in the 4 to 7-year-old
bracket by knocking down 17 pins.
Finishing first in the 8 to 11-year-olds
was Ashlyn Nest from Linden who
bowled over 16 pins. Genry Yotroshi
of Cranford was the “knock out” among
the 12 to 17-year-olds with his total of
18 pins. Each of the lucky winners
took home a card worth a dozen free
entries to the Warinanco rink.

The Warinanco Skating Center is
open for public skating and offers a
variety of group and private skating
lessons. Youth Hockey clinics and
Lunchtime Adult pick-up hockey
games are also offered. The Skating
Center also is hosting the 25th annual
George Cron Hockey Tournament
through December 12, featuring six
of the finest local high school hockey
teams. Spectators are welcome.

The skating center is located off St.
Georges Avenue in Warinanco Park,
on the Elizabeth/Roselle border. For
additional information visit
www.ucnj.org or call (908) 298-7850.

10th Annual First Frost Makes
Big Swim ‘Splash’ for FSPY

For the second year in a row, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y (FSPY)
First Frost invitational meet for 9U
swimmers lived up to its name. This
year’s meet, the 10th edition, fea-
tured 285 swimmers from 11 area Ys.

First Frost, the largest invitational
meet hosted by the FSPY swim team,
provides an opportunity for the young-
est members to learn how invitational
meets work and to try some new
events. Joining the nine-yr-olds in
this event were 26 swimmers from
the 8U, 17 of whom are new to the
team.

The meet also gives the older team
members a chance to show team spirit
by volunteering to handle conces-
sions, marshal swimmers and help
with cleanup. More than 20 of the

older boys and girls pitched in.
Multiple Top 5 Finishers:

Casey Daudelin (9 yrs old) – 3rd 50
Free, 1st 100 IM. Julie DiGiacomo (9) –
4th 50 Free, 3rd 25 Fly. Anne-Marie
Kearns (9) – 5th 25 Breast, 5th 25 Free.
Matthew Auda (9) – 1st 25 Fly, 1st 100
IM. Julie Stankiewicz (8) – 2nd 25 Fly,
3rd 25 Free. Colin Sullivan (8) – 3rd 50
Free, 3rd 100 IM. Rachel DiFabrizio (6) –
4th 25 Fly, 3rd 25 Free. Zach Arber (7) –
2nd 25 Back, 3rd 25 Free.

Other Notable Swims:
9-year-old 50 Free: top 10 finishes by

Eric Chang, Nolan Kearns and Nick
Giardello; for the girls, top 20 finishes
by Rachel Braun, Kate Musso and Grace
Lesce.

8-year-old 50 Free: best times by Tyler
Daniskas, Nick Heath, Jake Lessner,
Josh Davidson and Chris Buren; for the
girls, best times by Maya Dunchus and
Natalie Jablonski. The Freestyle relay
teams all placed in the top three.

FSPY Boys’ Swim Team Tops
Somerset Valley Y, 107-93

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
boys’ Black swim team defeated
Somerset Valley Y boys, 107-93, to
improve to 4-0, and clinch the divi-
sion A title.

IM: (10U’s) Alex Wang and Matt
Auda took 1-3. (9-10s) Ryan Gajdzisz
and Jeff Peart touched 2-3. (13-14s)
Greg Baliko and Mike Napolitano
took 1-3. (15-18s) Zach Peart, Mike
Volski and Daniel Livolsi swept.

Freesyle: Colin Sullivan (8U)
placed first. (9-10s) Alex Skoog and
Marcel Green took 2-3. Tim Walsh
(11-12) and Alex Burzynski (13-14)
placed first, and (15-18s) swept with
Scott Marino, Brian O’Donnell and
Mike Stankiewicz.

Breaststoke: Jake Lessner (8U),
Alex Wang (9-10), Aaron Markey

(11-12), Baliko (13-14) and S. Marino
(15-18) touched first.

Backstroke: (8U) Sullivan and (9-
10s) placed second. Jason Steinberg
and Eric Chang finished 2-3. (11-
12s) Gadjzisz and Markey touched 2-
3. (13-14s) Napolitano and Burzynski
took 1-2. (15-18s) Z. Peart and Matt
Green placed 1-2.

Butterfly: (9-10s) Skoog and Auda
placed 1-2. (11-12s) Walsh and Matt
DeBiasse placed 2-3. (13-14s) broth-
ers Dan and Mike Napolitano finished
1-2 and (15-18s) Livolsi and Jon Feeley
grabbed 1-2 in a close finish.

Medley relay teams for 13-14
(Burzynski, Baliko, Napolitano and
Napolitano) and 15-18s (Z. Peart, S.
Marino, Livolsi and O’Donnell)
placed first.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: PMK GROUP; 65
Jackson Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Additional
funds needed in oversight of remedial
services within the unoccupied Police
Department.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $12,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $16.32

WINNING HOOPS OPENER…St. Bartholomew Academy’s (SBA) 5th Grade
Junior Varisty basketball team beat St. Theresa’s of Summit, 23-21, on December
2. The team overcame an eight-point deficit to take the lead in the final minute of
the game.

The Atlantic Arsenal Basketball Club U14 team

Children Enjoying the Thanksgiving Broom Bowl



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 13, 2007 Page 17

CLASSIFIEDS

Roofing • Siding
Gutters

ROOFS Asphalt, Slate,
Composite, Flat Roofs

R.T. CORBET L.L.C.

GUTTERS Aluminum, Copper,
Built-In Systems

908-771-0007 • 732-528-8994

All systems new and repaired
Expert problem solver

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
NJ Reg. Contractor

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

A  R
Windows &
Patio Doors
Experts

&
Professional

Installation • Free Estimates

732-322-8462
Cell: 848-203-1566

Lic.#: 13VH01775100

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

W.J. Keenan
BUILDING &

REMODELING, LLC

Building Quality First

732-463-0047

www.wjkeenancontracting.com

Remodeling to a Higher Standard

“It’s All About YOU”

Basement Waterproofing

And Masonry

Guaranteed Dry Basement

All Structural Repairs On Foundations & Floors

Exterior Drainage

1-800-334-1822

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: 663-2007
FIRST READING: 12/6/2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  bond ordinance was
introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
of the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 6th day of December, 2007, and
that said ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County
Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 20th day of
December, 2007, at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF COUNTY OFFICIALS AND
DEPARTMENT HEADS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1.  The salaries of the Freeholders, Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be as
hereinafter set forth. The same shall be effective as of January 1, 2007.

Section 2.  The salaries of the County Manager, Deputy County Manager and the
following Department Heads shall be as hereinafter set forth.  The same shall be effective
as of January 1, 2007 or as of appointment date.

Section 3.  That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
Section 4.  That the Clerk of this Board be and she is hereby authorized to publish a

notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing on
December 20, 2007, and shall forward one certified copy of final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

PROPOSED SALARY ORDINANCE
FREEHOLDERS $30,385
CHAIRMAN $32,445
VICE-CHAIRMAN $31,415
COUNTY MANAGER/DEVANNEY $163,831
DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER/GENIEVICH $142,440
COUNTY COUNSEL/BARRY $145,868
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/FAELLA $113,670
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS/GRAZIANO $111,240
PUBLIC SAFETY/GIBSON $113,793
FINANCE/CAROSELLI $130,168
HUMAN SERVICES/GUZZO $127,825
PARKS, RECREATION AND FACILITIES/SIGMUND $116,946

Section 5.  The salary of the Director of the Department of Parks and Community
Renewal shall be $117,080 effective January 1, 2008.

Section 6.  The salary of the Director of the Department of Public Safety shall be
$111,793 effective January 1, 2008.
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $88.74

HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield: 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath,
attached 2 car garage. Short walk
to Franklin & Roosevelt Schools
& town. 6mths-1yr + lease.

$4,000.00/mo, OBO
(908) 233-0125

HOUSE FOR RENT

$2600/mth - 3 bdrm, 2bths,
immaculate, spacious house
w/granite & cherry kitchen, new
appliances, central A/C, study
can be used for 4th bdrm. Close
to Tamaques Park and School.

No broker fees.
Call owner at (908) 654-3606

CHILD CARE NEEDED

Child care in my Westfield home.
2 children, weekday afternoons,
15 hours per week,  flexible hours.
Must have references.
Call Karen (732) 528-2627

FOR SALE

Woodard Patio Set
Campaign Furniture

Bookcase
Excellent Condition

(908) 230-2918 (cell)

ACCOUNTANT

Westfield accounting firm has
immediate opening for part-time
accountant. Seeking indvl
experienced in indvl tax return
preparation. Knowledge w/
Lacerte & Excel a plus. Ability to
work independently and
communicate well with others. Min
of 1yrs exp w/CPA firm.
Email resume & sal req to
a n s w e r p e r s o n @ a o l . c o m

HELP WANTED

PART TIME
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

TO
WESTFIELD TOWN ENGINEER
Five (5) years of experience as
administrative secretary to an ex-
ecutive or administrative official in
a public or private organization.
Must be proficient in office meth-
ods, practices, procedures and
latest versions of office computer
programs, i.e., Microsoft Word,
Excel.  Ability to organize assigned
work and develop effective work
methods to successfully function
in a fast paced, confidential and
customer service oriented envi-
ronment.
Ability to prepare reports and cor-
respondence, either indepen-
dently or from oral or written direc-
tion, which may be of a complex,
technical or confidential nature.
Assist Town Engineer with prepa-
ration and administration of an-
nual department budget.  Main-
tain files of both public and confi-
dential nature and department
records.  Handle varied concerns,
requests and complaints, both by
phone and in person, with a high
degree of tact.  Maintain commu-
nications and liaison with other
Town departments and outside
agencies.
Please fax cover letter with resume
to Town Engineer (908) 789-4113
by December 28; no resumes will
be accepted after this date.

POLICE DISPATCHER

The Mountainside Police Depart-
ment is accepting applications for
a full time Communications Of-
ficer. Candidates should be able
to handle stressful situations and
rotating shifts. Experience and
computer skills are helpful. Full
benefits with starting salary of
$30,401.47 are offered. Applica-
tions available at Mountainside
Police Department, 1385 Route
22 East, Mountainside. No appli-
cations will be sent by mail. The
position is available immediately.
The Brough of Mountainside is an
EOE.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

P/T RECEPTIONIST

Temp. position needed for tax
season – Jan 14 to Apr 15.

Experienced receptionist w/ light
clerical for busy CPA office in
Fanwood. Hrs M-F 3pm-7pm

Call (908) 889-9500.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 - 4

780 Cranford Ave., Westfield
Beautiful Center Hall Colonial,
totally renovated. 4 Bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, gourmet kitchen.

(908) 803-0288

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top, brand name in
sealed plastic w/warranty. $175

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and nite stand.

Value $3000 sacrifice $1275.
Call (732) 259-6690

HOUSEKEEPING

Residential house cleaning,
exellent refs, 13 yrs. exp, reliable,
own transportation, move-in -
move-out service, laundry, etc.

Call Kathy (908) 868-0371

HELP WANTED

Technical Designer (Linden, NJ):
Review & implement fit &
construction standards for
merchandise division in China.
Coordinate sourcing &
communicate technical issues w/
Chinese vendors during product
development & production. BA or
equiv. in Fashion Design, Textile,
or Fashion Merchandising Mngt.
Strong skills in CAD, pattern
making & sewing, good
understanding fabric
characteristics. Send resume to
Beisler America LLC, 1841 E.
Elizabeth Ave, Linden, NJ 07036

WESTFIELD HOUSE FOR RENT

NO REALTOR FEES!!
Quiet street near park, Washing-
ton School & transportation.
3/4 Bdrm, 2 Bath, appliances
included. No smoking $2,400/mo
+ Utilities. (908) 654-5207

HOLIDAY EMPLOYMENT

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
 seeks sales clerks and

food prep people. Flex. hrs.
Ask for Mgr. (908) 755-3524

EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE

Experienced, 5yrs. plus in
Westfield area, 35 yr. old female,
seeking part-time work.
Responsible, Reliable, Fun,
Nurturing - Need to get out for
holiday season? DON’T
HESITATE, call today!

(908) 499-1814

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Sep-
tember 26, 2007, granted preliminary ap-
proval for subdivision for 4 residential lots
on a cul-de-sac to be erected along Beverly
Avenue with a 5th lot to serve as a deten-
tion basin for the subdivision. The board
granted preliminary approval for additional
variances for lot width, lot area and side
yard setback on the property, owned by
Marko M. Ruso at 7 Beverly Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block 4 and
Lot 7.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Marko M. Ruso
200 Central Avenue

Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
By

Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger

1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Hatch, Mott,
MacDonald; 27 Blecker Street, Millburn,
New Jersey 07041-1008

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
services in regard to the Senior Commu-
nity Center at the Scotch Hills Club.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $32,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $15.81
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: 664-2007
FIRST READING: 12/6/2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  bond ordinance was
introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
of the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 6th day of December, 2007, and
that said ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County
Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 20th day of
December, 2007, at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION OF THE LAW, ORDINANCES,
POLICIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF UNION COUNTY, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; AND
SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED
THEREIN”, ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF
THE COUNTY OF UNION ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE “LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the
“Laws of Union County” are hereby amended as outlined in the attached Schedule A:

  Note: All text that is underlined is inserted/new language.
All text that is struck through is deleted language.

SCHEDULE A
PART I - ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Chapter 1, UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 4-28-

1976 by Ord. No. 1; amended in its entirety by Ord. No. 9-1984. Subsequent amend-
ments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE XIV, Departments; Divisions; Bureaus
§ 1-70. Department structure.
The administrative functions, powers and duties of Union County government shall be

allocated and assigned among and within the departments established by this Code and
as required by the Charter with respect to the County offices established under the
Constitution of the State of New Jersey.

§ 1-71. Departments enumerated.
[Amended 7-7-1988 by Ord. No. 299; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 6-20-02 by Ord. No.

553; 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
The following are hereby established as the departments of the government of the

County of Union:
A. Administrative Services.
B. Finance.
C. Runnells Specialized Hospital.
D. Human Services.
E. Public Safety.
F. Engineering and Public Works. [Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
G. Parks and Community Renewal
§ 1-72. Department heads; powers and duties.
There shall be a Director of each department who, as the head of the department and

its principal officer, shall be responsible to the County Manager for all its operations. Each
Director, except the County Counsel as Director of the Department of Law, shall be
appointed by the County Manager and shall serve at his pleasure, subject to applicable
civil service provisions, rules and regulations and all applicable tenure rights; shall
conduct the affairs of the department in accordance with the rules and regulations made
by the County Manager; shall be subject to the direction, supervision and control of the
County Manager in all matters; and shall be responsible for the conduct of the officers and
employees in his department, the performance of its functions and the custody of all
books, records, papers and property under its control. Each Director as department head,
shall:

A. Organize the work of his department.
B. Direct and supervise the personnel of the department in such manner as to

coordinate and control the work product of the department.
C. Authorize or designate a responsible employee to authorize all purchase

requisitions on behalf of the department.
D. Report, in writing, to the County Manager on the work of the department, as

requested.
§ 1-99.3. Division of Motor Vehicles.
[Added 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of

Administrative Services, the Division of Motor Vehicles’ functions and responsibilities
shall include the management, maintenance and repairs of all County-owned vehicles
except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public
Works.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall be the head
of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department Administrative
Services for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Mailroom & Messenger Services.
(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be the head of the bureau and

shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles.
(3) The Division of Motor Vehicles’ general functions shall include:

(a) Controlling the inventory and issuing of passenger motor vehicles for
the County, as well as other transportation services, as required except the vehicles
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

(b) Providing motor vehicles, storage and maintenance facilities and estab-
lishing and implementing procedures and uniform regulations relating to the motor pool
facilities, equipment, safety, repairs and replacement of vehicles.

(c) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all ser-
vice necessary to keep the motor vehicles in safe and readily usable condition except the
vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

(d) Monitoring the usage of all vehicles and keeping records on all repairs,
gas, oil, etc except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering
and Public Works.

(4) The Bureau of Mailroom & Messenger Services functions shall include all
County mailroom and messenger services.

ARTICLE XVIII, Department of Parks & Community Renewal
[Adopted 6-26-1997 by Ord. No. 452]
§ 1-100. Department established; purpose; organization.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
A. General Purpose; Departmental Organization.  There shall be a Department of

Parks and Community Renewal for the purpose of promoting and developing the
planning, development and growth of the County of Union, coordinating all aspects of
such through the efficient and effective use of financial, operational and administrative
resources and to proactively address the needs of County residents.  The Director shall
be fully responsible for the Department’s operation.

B. There may be a Deputy Director who shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks and Community Renewal.

C. The Department shall have a Bureau of Governmental Relations and Community
Outreach.  The Bureau Chief shall report to the Director of Parks and Community
Renewal.  The function of the Bureau of Governmental Relations and Community
Outreach is to develop and administer programs to facilitate the public use and
enjoyment of County parks and recreational facilities in consolidation of County grant
programs for maximum effectiveness.  The Bureau shall include the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

D. The Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs functions and responsibilities shall
include:

(1)  Create, support and encourage programs promoting public interest and
participation in local arts, history and culture.

(2) Maintain an annual preservation awards program commending noteworthy
historic preservation.

(3) Educate the public on local, state and municipal efforts to preserve historical
sites.

(4) Maintain an historic inventory as a resource for federal and state agencies
and local planners.

[Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
E. The Department of Parks & Community Renewal shall consist of the following

Divisions:
(1) Division of Planning and Community Development.
(2) Division of Information Technologies. [Added 7-22-1999 by Ord. No.

503][Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
(3) Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support
(4) Division of Golf Operations
(5) Division of Parks Planning & Environmental Services

§ 1-101. Division of Planning and Community Development.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of Parks & Community

Renewal, the Division of Planning and Community Development’s functions and respon-
sibilities shall include:

(1) Strengthening Union County’s economy and positioning the County to
compete in a global marketplace by stimulating and creating new jobs, retaining existing
businesses, and facilitating economic growth and development in partnership with the
Union County Alliance, the Union County Economic Development Corporation and all
other public/private partnerships.

(2) Implementing the Long Range Strategic Plan for Union County adopted in
1996.

(3) Establish an ongoing program of legislative advocacy at the federal, state
and/or local levels; lobby for and/or develop legislation as needed; provide analysis of
legislation as needed; and act as liaison with municipal, state and federal levels of
government.

(4) Maximize federal, state and foundation grant dollars and reduce property tax
burden by increasing revenues into the County to fund existing and/or new programs and
services as consistent with the needs of the County.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Planning and Community Develop-
ment shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks & Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Subdivisions. Within the Division of Planning and Community Development shall
be the following subdivisions:

(1) Bureau of Transportation Planning.
(2) Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning.
(3) Bureau of Community Development.
(4) Bureau of Housing.

§ 1-102. Bureau of Transportation Planning.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Transportation Planning functions and respon-
sibilities shall include:

(1) Providing a balanced transportation system that most efficiently services the
County.

(2) Planning a coordinated intermodal transportation system.
(3) Encouraging the improvement and extension of commuter rail and rapid

transit into the County.
(4) Providing a highway system of adequate capacity to accommodate present

and anticipated traffic Volumes safely and efficiently.
(5) Surveying and analyzing traffic conditions on County and local roads.
(6) Coordinating County, municipal, state and interstate facility planning.
(7) Rendering technical assistance and advice to public and private agencies

involved in transportation planning.
B. Bureau Chief. The Chief  of the Bureau of Transportation Planning shall be the

Head of the Bureau and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning
and Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-103. Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning functions and
responsibilities shall include:

(1) Preparing a Master Plan for the physical development of the County.
(2) Preparing an Official County Map.
(3) Coordinating, advising and consulting with municipal, state and regional

planning agencies in regard to plans and programs affecting Union County.
(4) Assisting the County Manager in the preparation of County capital budget

and capital improvement programs.
(5) Advising the County Manager and Board on matters of planning and policy

evaluation.
(6) Pursuing special studies when requested.
(7) Reviewing and approving, where appropriate, applications for land develop-

ment within the County.
(8) Assembling and distributing data on the County as part of the continuing

planning process.
(9) Being responsible for the development of data on the social planning needs

and economic development of Union County.
B. Bureau Chief. The Chief  of the Bureau of Land and Facilities Planning shall be

the Head of the Bureau and responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning and
Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-104. Bureau of Community Development.
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Community Development functions and re-
sponsibilities shall include:

(1) Preparing, facilitating, and disseminating all matters relating to the planning
and development of the County, including but not limited to those matters pertaining to
planning, development, and community development mandated by federal or state
government.

(2) Performing all functions related to implementing a housing and community
development program, as required by the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 and any amendments thereto.

(3) Providing technical assistance to the County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee and other agencies and/or municipalities in preparing
applications for the Housing and Community Development Program or other housing
programs.

(4) Conducting and annually updating a housing conditions analysis to deter-
mine Union County’s housing needs as part of the required community development
procedure.

(5) Assisting Union County’s municipalities, the Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee and housing agencies in identifying areas suitable for
rehabilitation and in initiating housing programs in conformance with the Housing
Assistance Plan when requested by the local municipalities.

(6) Maintaining close liaison with the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

B. Bureau head. The Director of the Bureau of Community Development shall be the
Head of the Bureau and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Planning
and Community Development for its operation.

§ 1-105. Bureau of Housing.
[Added 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Division of Planning and

Community Development, the Bureau of Housing’s functions and responsibilities shall
include:

(1) Preparing, facilitating and disseminating matters by federal and state
government with reference to housing.

(2) Performing all functions related to implementing a housing program, as
required by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 and all amendments
thereto.

(3) Providing technical assistance to various agencies and municipalities in
preparing applications for housing programs.

(4) Conducting and annually updating housing conditions analysis to determine
Union County’s housing needs.

(5) Maintaining close liaison with the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).

§ 1-106. Reserved
[Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
§ 1-107. Division of Information Technologies.
[Added 7-22-1999 by Ord. No. 503; amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553; amended

3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department ofParks &

Community Renewal, the Division of Information Technologies’ functions and responsi-
bilities shall include:

(1) Operating and maintaining systems and equipment for computers.
(2) Providing technical support, including analysis, development, programming

and training for end-users.
(3) Providing telecommunications services and support.
(4) Providing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) related services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Information Technologies shall be
the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of
Parks & Community Renewalfor its operation.

C. Division organization. Within the Division there shall be the following bureaus:
(1) Bureau of Data Processing and Telecommunications.
(2) Bureau of Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

D. Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge of the Bureau and shall
be responsible to the Director of the Division of Information Technologies.

E. Bureau of Data Processing and Telecommunications’ functions shall include:
(1) Operating and maintaining all computer equipment and supporting devices

in the data center to ensure that the computer output is accurate and on a timely basis.
(2) Preparing and transcribing data to machine readable formats and verifying

its accuracy.
(3) Maintaining computer software which supports the successful operation of

the data processing center.
(4) Being responsible for the installation of all management information sys-

tems.
(5) Maintaining all management information system modules and providing

application support to the user departments and agencies.
(6) Developing new management information system applications.
(7) Being responsible for proper configuration and performance of centralized

operating systems and local and wide area networks,
(8) Being responsible for technical aspects of intersystem communication,

including all levels of data processing protocols.
(9) Being responsible for the continued support of departmental computer

applications.
(10) Being responsible for the implementation and maintenance of all depart-

mental systems and procedures.
(11) Handling all requests for telephone, radio, public address and intercommu-

nications services made by officials of the County, planning service needs and ordering
equipment.

(12) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed
radio, television and audio systems utilized by the County and handling all Federal
Communications Commission and Federal Aviation related matters concerning the
County’s equipment.

(13) Providing for the repair and preventive maintenance of all radio, public
address and audio systems. intercommunication systems and other electronic equip-
ment.

(14) Operating all telephone switches and maintaining up-to-date information
pertaining to telephone numbers of using employees and offices.

(15) Operating, coordinating and scheduling the County television system.
(16) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed

reproducing equipment utilized by the County and handling planning and all related
matters concerning the equipment.

F. The Bureau of Geographic Information Systems’ functions shall include:
(1) Preparing County maps, digitized photographs and creating specific infor-

mation for County departments and municipalilies to deal with issues of public safety,
economic development, and transportation issues.

§§ 1-108 through 1-110. (Reserved)
§ 1-111. Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Park Maintenance and Administrative Support
functions shall include preserving and improving all County park and recreational
facilities; providing the necessary technical resources to assure a smooth operation of
all County park and recreational facilities; and providing custodial and janitorial services
for all park facilities, including providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting
of all lawns, flowers and shrubs on County property. Further, shall be responsible for the
supervising, coordinating and directing the provision of a variety of financial and
administrative services that support the functions and objectives of the department.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Park Maintenance and Administra-
tive Support shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of
the Department of Parks and Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following subdivisions:

(a) The Bureau of Construction and Trades.
(b) The Bureau of Horticulture and Park Maintenance.
(c) The Bureau of Recreation.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be in charge of the Bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Park Maintenance and Administra-
tive Support.

(3) The Bureau of Construction and Trades functions shall include:
(a) Preserving, caring for, laying out, constructing and improving park and

recreational facilities, the Watchung Reservation and open spaces.
(b) Providing technical and mechanical services required for the safe and

efficient operation of the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems within the
County park system.

(4) The Bureau of Horticulture and Park Maintenance functions and responsi-
bilities shall include:

(a) Providing custodial and janitorial services for all park facilities.
(b) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting of all lawns on

County property.
(c) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and replanting of flowers and

shrubs on County property.
(d) Providing for the care, cultivation, planting and trimming of trees on all

County parkland.  [amended 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587].
(5) The Bureau of Recreation’s functions shall include:

(a) Developing and administering programs to facilitate the public use and
enjoyment of County parks, playgrounds, the Watchung Reservation, open spaces and
places of recreation.

(b) Operating all County recreation facilities.
(c) Coodinating park and recreational facilities, programs and special

events of the County with other public and private recreational facilities within the County.
§ 1-112. Division of Golf Operations.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Golf Operations functions shall include the
management and maintenance of all County golf facilities.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Golf Operations shall be in charge
of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) With in the Division, there shall be the following subdivisions:

(a) The Bureau of Golf Services.
(b) The Bureau of Golf Maintenance.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head the Bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Golf Operations.

(3) The Bureau of Golf Services functions shall include the management and
operation of all County golf facilities.

(4) The Bureau of Golf Maintenance functions shall include providing for the
care and maintenance of all County golf facilities.

§ 1-113. Division of Parks Planning and Environmental Services.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Parks

and Community Renewal, the Division of Parks Planning and Environmental Services
shall be responsible for developing plans and coordinating the implementation of plans
for renovating existing park facilities and constructing new facilities.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Park Planning and Environmental
Services shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the
Department of Parks and Community Renewal for its operation.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following subdivision:

(a) The Bureau Planning and Environmental Conservation.
(5) The Bureau of Planning and Environmental Conservation’s functions and

responsibilities shall include:
(a) Responsible for developing plans and coordinating the implementation

of plans for renovating existing Park facilities, constructing new facilities, and environ-
mental programs.

(b) Implementing and coordinating Household Special Waste, Computer
and Electronics, and Battery/Motor Oil/Filters recycling events funded through the Solid
Waste Services Tax.

(c) Implementing and coordinating the Scrap Tire Management Program
to fund cleanup and disposal of scrap tires found on public lands.

(d) Providing administrative and coordination assistance to municipalities
in implementing the Clean Communities Program.

(e) Performing such other duties as may be required by the Director of the
Division of Park Planning and Maintenance.

(f) Preparing and Disseminating all mandated statistical programmatic
reports to appropriate agencies and officials.

(g) The Bureau Chief of the Bureau of Planning and Environmental
Conservation shall also serve as the District Recycling Coordinator.

ARTICLE XIX, Department of Engineering and Public Works
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; amended 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 6-26-1997

by Ord. No. 452; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458; 6-25-1998 by Ord. No. 478; 7-22-1999 by
Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]

§ 1-111. General purpose; departmental organization.
A. There shall be a Department of Engineering and Public Works for the purpose of

planning, constructing, repairing and maintaining all property and infrastructure owned
and operated by Union County.

B. Department head. The Director of the Department of Engineering and Public
Works shall be the head of the Department and shall be responsible to the County
Manager for the Department’s operation. The Director of the Department of Engineering
and Public Works may also be the director of a division within the Department
Engineering and Public Works.

C. The Department of Engineering and Public Works shall include the following
divisions:

(1) The Division of Public Works.
(2) The Division of Engineering.
(3) The Division of Facilities Management

§ 1-112. Division of Public Works.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Public Works’ functions and responsibili-
ties shall include: road construction and maintenance, bridge maintenance and public
works, shade tree and conservation and mosquito control.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Public Works shall be the head of
the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of Engineering and
Public Works for its operation. The Director of the Division of Public Works may be the
Director of the Department of Engineering and Public Works.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Roads and Bridges.
(b) Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation.
(c) Bureau of Mosquito Control.
(d) Bureau of Inspections.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge  of the bureau
and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Public Works.

(3) The Bureau of Roads and Bridges’ functions shall include:
(a) Maintaining and repairing County roads.
(b) Maintaining, installing and cleaning storm drainage facilities.
(c) Performing weed control and grass maintenance on all County rights-

of-way.
(d) Maintaining County roads in a clean and safe condition for passage free

of all obstructions and hazards and removing leaves, snow, ice and debris as required.
(e) Maintaining, installing and repairing road warning signs and traffic lane

markings on all County roads and bridges.
(f) Maintaining and repairing County bridges and culverts.
(g) Maintaining County bridges free of obstructions and hazards.
(h) Performing stream clearance and desnagging under County bridges

and culverts.
(i) Operating and maintaining movable County bridges.

(4) The Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation’s functions and responsibili-
ties shall include:

(a) Providing for the planting, replanting, trimming and care of trees within
County road rights-of-way. [amended 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587].

(b) Operation of the County’s compost facility and ancillary work.
(5) The Bureau of Mosquito Control’s functions shall include:

(a) Controlling and exterminating all species of mosquitoes within County
limits.

(b) Coordinating all activities with adjacent counties to control the breeding
of all species of mosquitoes within flight range of the County.

(c) Enforcing Title 25, Chapter 9, Article 2 of the Laws of the State of New
Jersey.

(6) The Bureau of Inspections’ functions and responsibilities shall include:
(a) Issuing permits for County roads for curbing, driveway aprons, roadway

openings and work on or in the vicinity of a bridge or culvert, maintaining records as
necessary and inspecting the construction of these items.

(b) Cooperating with public service facilities and private contractors in
placing County projects.

(c) Supervising material testing procedures relating to construction of
County roads, bridges and curbing.

(d) Accepting applications, issuing permits and maintaining records for
road openings, curbs, driveway aprons and connections to bridges, culverts and
drainage systems within roadways maintained by the County.

§ 1-113. Division of Engineering.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Engineering’s functions and responsibili-
ties shall include:

(1) Providing engineering advice and assistance to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the County Manager and County departments/agencies; performing the
engineering work and decisions involved with the design, maintenance and construction
of roads, intersections, bridges, stormwater facilities, buildings, parks, and other projects
and reviewing review and approving plans and specifications, tabulating bids and
recommending award of contracts; administering and inspecting for contract perfor-
mance, certifying satisfactory contract performance for final payment and acceptance of
work for County operational services projects. [Amended 9-23-1999 by Ord. No. 507]

(2) Providing technical information on traffic and transportation matters and
maintaining markings and signs on County roads.

(3) Performing its duties and responsibilities in conjunction and cooperation
with the State Department of Transportation and municipalities of Union County, as
necessary.

(4) Providing technical assistance to the municipalities of Union County, as
necessary.

(5) Administering professional service contracts as necessary to implement
and develop various County public works projects.

(6) Capital projects. The Division of Engineering shall be responsible for the
administration, supervision and oversight of all capital projects within the County of
Union.

B. Director of the Division of Engineering.
(5) Division head. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be the head

of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of The Department of Engineering
and Public Works for its operation. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be
a duly licensed professional engineer in the State of New Jersey. The Director of the
Division of Engineering may be the County Engineer.

(6) The Director of the Division of Engineering will provide for the internal
organization of the Division and assign and delegate work of the Division among its
employees; install and maintain such administrative and financial controls and proce-
dures as may be required for efficient management of the Division, including budget
preparation activities, properties and equipment; prepare and submit such reports and
recommendation with respect to the conduct, functioning and work of the Division as may
be required.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Engineering Services.
(b) Bureau of Traffic Maintenance.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each bureau shall be  in charge  of the bureau
and shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Engineering.

(3) Engineering functions shall include:
(a) Conducting investigations, studies, planning and surveys necessary for

the preparation of preliminary designs, plans and specifications and making estimates
of costs for road, intersection, bridge, culvert, storm drainage and flood control facilities
construction, reconstruction, major repair, replacement and improvements.

(b) Preparing final plans, specifications and proposals for advertising to
receive bids upon approval of preliminary plans.

(c) On receipt of bids, preparing reports and recommendations for contract
awards or rejection of bids.

(d) Providing project construction administration and inspection for con-
tract compliance to said plans, specifications and contracts.

(e) Complying with state and/or federal requirements and performing
liaison work where state and/or federal funds are involved and obtaining state and/or
federal approvals where required.

(f) Providing and maintaining surveys, maps, plans, specifications, oper-
ating records and files pertaining to County roads, bridges, sewers and storm drainage
facilities; coordinating with the Division of Planning and Community Development,
Bureau of GIS.

(g) Maintaining County rain charts, stream gage records and geodetic
monument records.

(h) Providing surveyors, developers, municipalities and consultants with
records and data maintained concerning the County’s infrastructure, including road-
ways, bridges, stormwater management and flood control, etc.

(i) Providing material testing procedures relating to construction of County
infrastructure.

(j) Preparing estimates for capital expenditure programs.
(k) Cooperating with public and private utilities in developing and coordi-

nating County projects.
(l) Reviewing subdivision and development plans as to impacts on County

roads, parks, bridges, stormwater facilities and flood control requirements.
(m) Maintaining records of the work of the Division of Engineering.
(n) Soliciting federal and state funding.

(4) Bureau of Traffic Maintenance’s functions shall include:
(a) Providing traffic engineering services as required, including the gather-

ing of operational traffic count data, performing studies to determine capacities and
identifying and recommending corrections to traffic problems.

(b) Reviewing applications for land development within the County to
determine traffic impact on County roads.

(c) Soliciting federal and state grants for traffic programs.
(d) Rendering technical assistance and advice to municipal engineers,

police departments and the public concerning traffic/transportation.
(e) Supervising the maintenance of County roadway markings and signs.
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Unfortunately, it is the time of
year when pickpockets, muggers and
other thieves are out to spoil our
Yuletide cheer. Following some im-
portant safety tips can help keep this
a happy and healthy holiday season.

Be Alert: Shop prepared. Walk con-
fidently, with your head up, and stay in
well-lit and well-traveled areas.

Pay attention to people around you,
particularly in crowded areas that
are preferred by pickpockets.

If you carry a purse, keep it close
to your body.

Handbags with a flap that covers
the contents are the safest; keep the
flap side toward your body. Keep
your keys separate from your ad-
dress and identification.

If you are carrying a wallet, keep it
in your front pocket or an inside coat
pocket.

As tempting as it might be to get
all your shopping done at one time,
be mindful that it is more difficult to
protect yourself and your belong-
ings when your arms are full of bags.

Be discreet: Avoid carrying large
amounts of cash.

Credit and check cards are safer
and easier to use. In most cases,
individuals are protected against
fraud; check with your bank or credit
card company to be sure.

Dress casually: Thieves and pick-
pockets are more likely to be at-
tracted by expensive clothes and jew-
elry.

Be secure: Park your car as close
to your destination as possible. Do
not park next to vans. Their large size
can block thieves from view and
make kidnappings easier.

If possible, don’t leave bags or
packages on your back seat in full
view of potential thieves.

When approaching your home or
car, have your keys in hand to limit
your exposure.

Check your back seat and floor
areas for anyone who may be hiding
there. And of course, be sure to lock
all your doors and windows, even
when you are in the car.

Be prepared: Help keep your chil-
dren safe while shopping.

Be aware of their location. Teach
them to go to a store clerk or a
uniformed security guard if you get
separated.

Most shopping malls have proce-
dures in place for lost children. As
soon as you realize your child is
missing, notify a store or mall em-
ployee who can contact security. Do

not delay an organized search.
Many injuries occur to adults and

children on shopping trips. Every
year more than 15,000 children age
5 and under are treated for injuries
associated with shopping carts and
thousands more children are hurt in
escalator accidents, according to the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

The U.S. Justice Department’s
Bureau of Justice Statistics reports
that 8 percent of all violent crimes
occur in commercial establishments.

Be sober. During the holiday sea-
son, the number of traffic accidents
and injuries rises.

In 2006, more than 17,000 people
died in alcohol-related auto acci-
dents — 41 percent of all traffic
fatalities nationwide, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. If you are going to
drink, don’t drive. Be sure your
friends and family members don’t
either.

Be well. Be safe. Happy Holi-
days!

Tree of Hope Seeks
Donations for Kids in Need

Union County Sheriff’s Officers
have set up their annual “Tree of
Hope” and are seeking donations of
toys and clothing for children in
need throughout Union County this
holiday season.

The “Tree of Hope” was first
planted in 1997 to bring gifts to sick
and needy children for the holidays.

At this time of year, we think
about children enjoying the fun and
excitement of the holiday season,
but it is important not to forget those
kids who are less fortunate. “Tree of
Hope” provides gifts for children
with terminal illnesses, who have
been victimized by domestic vio-
lence or whose lives have been af-
fected by HIV/AIDS.

These caring officers do a tremen-
dous job in helping these children. I
call on everyone in Union County
who can lend a hand to please join in
this effort.

Donations of cash to help provide
additional donations are also being
sought.

Contributions of money (tax-de-
ductible), toys and clothing can be
sent to: Union County Sheriff’s Of-
ficers Tree of Hope, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J., 07207.

For more information, call Sgt.
Marianne Hopko at 908-558-2574.

GRAND OPENING…A Face Forever on Elmer Street in Westfield recently
held a grand opening.  The store features permanent cosmetics involving
implanting micro-pigments of iron oxide into the skin’s dermal layer. Above, left
to right, are: Hans Winberg, Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce board of
directors member, Maria DeSantis, A Face Forever owner, Beverly Caldora,
WACC board member, and Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director.
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(f) Maintaining records related to County roadways, markings, signs and
traffic Volume data.

(g) Providing a liaison with federal and state agencies involved in traffic
engineering.

(h) Providing engineering advice and design services to implement and
maintain an intelligent transportation System (ITS) capability in Union County.

§ 1-114. (Reserved)
§ 1-115.  Division of Facilities Mangement.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Engineering and Public Works, the Division of Facilities Management’s functions and
responsibilities shall include providing general building maintenance to all County
buildings, with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital, including the functions of
stationary engineers, custodial maintenance and general trades, construction manage-
ment services, and printing and signange services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Facilities Mangement shall be the
head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of
Engineering and Public Works for its operation.

C. Division Organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance.
(b) Bureau of General Trades.
(c) Bureau of Stationary Engineers.
(d) Bureau of Construction Management.
(e) Bureau of Administrative Support.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head of the bureau and
shall be responsible to the Director of the Division of Facilities Management.

(3) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance’s functions shall include providing custo-
dial and janitorial services for all County buildings, with the exception of Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

(4) Bureau of General Trades’ functions shall include providing technical and
mechanical services for the safe and efficient operation of heating, ventilating, air-
conditioning, plumbing and electrical systems of County buildings, with the exception of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

(5) Bureau of Stationary Engineers’ functions shall include maintaining and
operating the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems in all County buildings,
with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

(6) The Bureau of Construction Management’s functions and responsibilities
shall include supervising construction projects on all County-owned facilities.

(7) The Bureau of Administrative Support’s functions shall include operating,
facilitating and supervising the County’s printing & duplication services and signage
services.

Chapter 26, BENEFITS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 11-

25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
ARTICLE V,  Retiree Health Insurance Benefits Package
[History: Adopted 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
§ 26-8. Retiree subsidy.
A) Constitutional Officers, Department Directors and Division Heads
The County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefit subsidy to

provide health benefits consistent with the health benefits provided to state employees
who have served twenty-five (25) years in the state pension system, excluding Medicare
premiums, for all individuals holding the position of Constitutional Officer, Department
Director or equivalent, or Division Head or equivalent at the time of retirement and who
a) have retired on a disability pension, b) retire on or after January 1, 2008 who have
twenty-five (25) years or more of service in the Public Employees Retirement System with
a minimum period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union with no age
limitation; or b) retire on or after January 1, 2008 who have reached the age of 62 years
or older with at least 15 years of service with the County of Union.

If a Constitutional Officer’s, Department Director’s or equivalent or Division Head’s or
equivalent (hereafter employee) spouse is retired and has, in effect, benefits coverage
for herself/himself and employee for life, the employee may opt to participate in the
Voluntary Health Benefit Buyout Program and receive a payment of $5,000.00 per
annum, reduced to $2,500.00 per annum upon employee reaching Medicare eligibility.

B) Exclusionary Employees
There shall be provided a subsidy toward health benefits insurance premiums for all

retirees who are exclusionary employees and who have retired from and after January
1, 1986, said subsidy to beconsistent with the subsidy schedule negotiated with Retirees
Council No. 8 through the collective bargaining procedure.
1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

SP Board Rejects Variance
For Property Near Terrill Rd.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
rejected a use-variance request that
would have allowed a storage facil-
ity to be located on property that
abuts multiple residential proper-
ties.

John Angeleri, the owner of a land-
locked tract of property at the end of
Gables Street, off Terrill Road, sought
the variance for his property, located
in a B-2 business zone adjacent to the
PSE&G Company’s right-of-way
near the corner of Terrill Road and
Front Street.

His attorney, Robert Kraus, told
the zoning board last Thursday that
Mr. Angeleri sought a way for a “pas-
sive use” of the 50-by-150-foot prop-
erty, which abuts the rear of three
houses fronting on Terrill Road. Mr.
Kraus said a facility to be used by
electrical and plumbing contractors
to store their vehicles overnight could
meet the goal of a “quiet use with
minimal traffic impact” on the adja-
cent homeowners.

The proposed building, as outlined
by engineer James Watson, would be
about 40 by 110 feet in size, with two
entry doors facing Gables Street,
which would be able to house about
10 vehicles.

Eric Snyder, a professional plan-
ner, repeated Mr. Kraus’ opinion that
the storage facility would be a “low-

intensity-use structure,” with contrac-
tors leaving with their vehicles early
in the morning and returning later in
the afternoon.

In response to board questioning,
Mr. Kraus was unable to provide fur-
ther details about the proposed build-
ing and its construction, how fire
emergency vehicles would access the
property or how supplies to contrac-
tors would be delivered.

Multiple residents raised concerns
about the proposal. Bernadette Lopez
of Terrill Road said she was worried
about possible day laborers congre-
gating at the facility in an effort to
find work. “I am concerned about
having men wandering up and down
the street,” she told the board.

Terrill Road resident Shirley
Scherer also mentioned concerns
about day laborers and added that she
did not want “a massive building in
my backyard.”

The eight zoning-board members
were unanimous in their opposition to
the application for the use variance,
with Rich Duthie noting his concerns
about fire-department access and the
fact that the proposed building would
be located so close to residences.

Board chairman Jim Fawcett said
the proposal “doesn’t feel right,” and
he expressed his concern that the area
would end up looking like the Jerusa-
lem Road-Plainfield Avenue neigh-
borhood, with a “hodgepodge” mix
of houses and businesses.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
2008 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
regular meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2008 unless
otherwise noted:

January 3, 2008
Reorganizational - 7:00 p.m.

February 7, 2008
March 6, 2008
April 3, 2008
May 1, 2008
June 5, 2008
July 10, 2008

September 4, 2008
October 2, 2008

November 6, 2008
December 4, 2008

January 8, 2009 – Reorganizational

All interested parties may be present
and be heard. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any per-
son that might require special needs should
be in touch with the Board Office during
normal business hours so that their needs
may be addressed (visually or hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Decem-
ber 3, 2007 memorialized the following
Board action taken on November 8, 2007:

07-21(V) Charlotte Merritt, 703 and 707
Prospect Street, Block 1001,
Lots 12 & 13, seeking approval
of Minor Subdivision with a vari-
ance. Applicant proposes to
move the rear property line of
Lot 12 in a northeasterly direc-
tion 111.67 feet, reducing the lot
depth to 133.33 feet and increas-
ing the size of Lot 13 by 6,700.2
square feet. Pertaining to Lot 12,
applicant sought variance relief
from Section 11.08E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved.

07-19(V) Ana Beale’s Tea Room, LLC,
415 Westfield Avenue, Block
3003, Lot 52, seeking site plan
approval with variances. Appli-
cant proposes to construct a 9
feet 3 inch x 15 feet 2 inch addi-
tion on the back of the existing
structure and to operate a retail
food establishment (tea room)
with a seating capacity of 38.
Applicant sought variance relief
from Sections 17.02 and
11.25E2 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains on December 10, 2007,
the Board adopted the Resolution of Ap-
proval for Joseph P. DeRose, Sr. and Jose
Neves for Minor Subdivision with Vari-
ances for property located at 839 Jerusa-
lem Road, Block 6505, Lot 1.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATE CHANGE

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advice the pub-
lic of a meeting date change. The meeting
for January 3, 2008 has been moved to
Wednesday, January 9, 2008.  The meet-
ing will be held at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
the above date in the Council Conference
Room in the same building for a work
session; the public may attend but may not
participate in.

Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting will be on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Planning Board, 959
North Avenue, West, Westfield,

New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on  Tuesday,
December 11, 2007 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A DEDICATED RIGHT OF
WAY KNOWN AS A PORTION
OF SHEPARD STREET IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS COUNTY OF UNION
AND STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, AND TO RELEASE AND
EXTINGUISH THE PUBLIC
RIGHTS THERETO

 was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its December 10, 2007 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Novem-
ber 15, 2007 meeting.

Hector Quijano, 772 Boulevard, Ap-
plicant seeks permission to retain a 6 foot
fence contrary to Section 12.07C of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application denied.

Achim & Stefanie Bueklers, 946 Tice
Place, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a second floor addition contrary to
Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Amy Sharkey, 9 Fairhill Road, Appli-
cant seeks permission to rebuild and con-
vert an existing screened porch to an
office contrary to Section 11.05E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved.

Jaren Wright, 712 Oak Avenue, Appli-
cant seeks permission to construct an
addition contrary to Section s 12.04F1 and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plicant approved.

Martin C. Rothfelder, 585 Westfield
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct attic dormers to convert attic
space into habitable space contrary to
Sections 11.21E6 and 11.21E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

Peter & Jacqueline Pitre, 129
Barchester Way, Applicant seeks per-
mission to erect 6 foot black aluminum
open fencing around the pool contrary to
Section 13.02D5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/13/07, The Leader, Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD
2008 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, NJ will be held in Council Cham-
bers, First Floor, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. on the following Mondays in
2008, unless otherwise indicated:

January 14
January 28
February 11
February 25

March 10
March 24
April 14
April 28
May 12

Wednesday, May 28
June 9
June 23
July 14
July 28

September 8
September 22

Wednesday, October 15
October 27

November 10
November 24
December 8

In accordance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act, any person that might
require special needs should be in touch
with the Board Office during normal busi-
ness hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually or hearing impaired,
wheelchair bound, etc.). All interested
persons may be present and be heard.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 12/13/07, The Times Fee: $37.74

Runnells Switches
To Sub-Acute Care

BERKELEY HEIGHTS –
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County announced last week
that it is making a transition from
acute physical medicine and rehabili-
tation to sub-acute care (SAC) to avoid
financial losses.

According to a press release, new
Federal regulatory and reimbursement
issues have created conditions that
limit Runnells’ ability to admit pa-
tients to the acute level of care, the
Physical Medicine and Rehabilita-
tion Unit (PMR). The administration
of Runnells has conducted an analy-
sis and concluded that to continue
offering acute PMR admissions will
result in unacceptable financial losses
for the facility.

Following the transition, patients
with appropriate diagnosis such as
joint replacements, hip fractures, de-
bility and stroke may be admitted to
SAC services within Runnells’ 300-
bed nursing care area. The same ex-
pert staff as before will serve patients
admitted.

Sub-acute or post-acute level of
care is an integrated program to serve
patients who are categorized as those
who have recovered to a point where
they no longer require the level of
care offered in an acute care hospital,

nor are they well enough to return
home. Patients in Runnells’ SAC care
enjoy all the benefits and amenities
already in place at the facility, includ-
ing a staff that prides itself in main-
taining an atmosphere of warmth and
friendliness combined with the high-
est quality of professional care.

“The administration expects to find
continued opportunities at Runnells
for most, if not all, employees affected
by the transition. They will utilize
existing vacancies to minimize any
impact on staff and will meticulously
observe all applicable civil service
and bargaining unit requirements,” said
Runnells Director of Public Relations,
Margaret Salisbury. “Our concern is
to continue to provide the highest level
of quality care in a fiscally responsible
way.”

has been the county’s public-safety
director for the past 10 years.

He began his career with the New-
ark Police Department, where he was
a police officer for 25 years, retiring as
a lieutenant. Mr. Gibson was  Plainfield
city administrator, deputy county man-
ager and chief of investigators in the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office.

“While we will miss Harold as di-
rector of public safety, we now face
an important challenge: gang preven-
tion and helping our children, par-
ticularly our at risk-teenagers, to stay
on the right road,” Freeholder chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski said.

County Manager George Devanney
said,“[Mr. Gibson] is the right man to lead
the county into one of its greatest chal-
lenges in shaping the future of our youth.”

In his new role, Mr. Gibson will be
responsible for prioritizing preven-
tion programs that address the full
range of personal, family and com-
munity factors contributing to juve-
nile delinquency and gang activity.

He will identify needs at the indi-
vidual, family and community level
and address those needs with a coor-
dinated response, inventory human
and financial resources in the com-
munity and create plans to fill gaps
and leverage existing resources to
support effective gang-reduction strat-
egies, apply research-based programs
across appropriate age ranges, risk
categories, and agency boundaries and
encourage coordination and integra-
tion both vertically (federal, state and
local) and horizontally (across com-
munities and program types).

Sheriff Creates Office
To Target JV Crime Issues

UNION COUNTY – Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich has an-
nounced the creation of a new office
to target juvenile-crime issues and
gang prevention. The new office,
which will utilize existing sheriff’s
offices and county police resources,
will become operative on January 1.

“As someone who has worked
throughout a law-enforcement career
to go into classrooms and teach our
children the right way, these are is-
sues that are near and dear to my
heart,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “Our
children, their safety and their future
must be our highest priorities.”

He said he was “heartbroken” and
“saddened” by recent headlines in-
volving shootings of teenagers and
gang-style violence.

“The time has come to focus on
giving our young people better choices
than joining gangs,” the sheriff said.

Harold Gibson, who has more than
35 years of law-enforcement experi-
ence as a police officer and as the
county’s public-safety director, has
been chosen to lead the new Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, Gang Reduction.

“Director Gibson is a leader who I
have immense respect for. He has the
managerial and on-the-job experience
as a cop on the street, as I do, to back
him up,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “He
is a natural for this position.”

Mr. Gibson said he was “grateful”
to be asked to lead the office.

“This post marks a natural progres-
sion in my career and offers me a full-
time opportunity to focus on helping
our youth realize their potential and
make the right choices in life,” he said.

Mr. Gibson, a Plainfield resident,

WF BOE Discusses Principal
Surveys, Calendar, Audit

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation delved into the search for the
Westfield High School principal at its
meeting Tuesday night. Board members
also received an update on the district’s
financial audit and approved a first-read
of the 2008-2009 calendar.

Barbara Ball, the district’s human re-
sources director, summarized the board’s
progress on the search. “We are right on
target,” she said, regarding the timeline
set in early fall. She then revealed the
results of the community-wide princi-
pal-search survey.

Of the 254 participants who took the
survey, 74.4 percent were parents and
community members, 9.9 percent were
faculty and staff, 11 percent were stu-
dents and 4.8 percent were administra-
tors or on the board.

Ms. Ball explained that the student
numbers were not higher because “the
students created their own survey, which
we have the results of as well.”

Survey participants were most inter-
ested in a candidate with “vision and
passion for excellence” knowledgeable
in “recruiting, hiring and sustaining tal-
ented educators” with a “track record of
dealing fairly with students, staff and
parents.”

“What was very reassuring was that
as  the Superintendent[ Margaret Dolan]
and I met with other stakeholders in the
search for the new principal, their re-
sponses mirrored what the survey says,”
said Ms. Ball.

In a meeting with Ms. Ball, the assis-
tant principals at WHS rated a “belief in
academic and instructional excellence”
as the most important characteristic of a
new principal. Similarly, district super-
visors valued most highly  “an instruc-
tional leader with vision.”

Staff at the high school took part in two
meetings that revealed their desire for the
principal to be “passionate about educa-
tion and students,” a sentiment that, ac-
cording to Ms. Ball, was “raised fre-
quently” throughout the two meetings.

High-school staff members also
viewed a candidate’s “excitement to be
principal for a sustained period of time”
as important, Ms. Ball said.

The district received student input
during a meeting with the WHS student
council. The students emphasized an
“enthusiastic, responsive, highly in-
volved and visible leader.”

Students said dedication was a key
factor. According to Ms. Ball, one junior

there’s more at
goleader.com

said, “By the time I leave WHS, I’ll have
had three different principals. I don’t
want my younger siblings to go through
that; I want the next [principal] to love it
enough to stay.”

The board discussed the search out-
reach. Board member  Alice Hunnicut
asked about the scope of the search; Ms.
Ball said, “It’s as broad as we can af-
ford.” She said the district would use
newspaper advertisements and would
contact institutions that produce educa-
tors, such as Teachers College at Colum-
bia University.

Ads will posted during the month of
January. Applicants must submit resumes,
cover letters, references and a copy of
certification to Ms. Ball by February 1 at
the Office of Human Resources, 302 Elm
Street indicating “WHS Principal.”

Although the board is working on a
“fairly tight timeline,” said BOE President
Ginny Leiz, “this is an exciting time.”

The board also heard a presentation
on the district’s annual audit from Bob
Morrison of the accounting firm Hodulik
and Morrison, P.A He reported that the
district was correctly complying with
the applicable laws. Additionally, all
internal controls are “working as in-
tended,” he said.

Anne Riegel, the board’s finance chair,
said she was “very pleased to get such
clear, qualified results.”

“We can focus on what we need to
focus on if we know that the funds are in
good shape,” she continued.

However, “our funds are roughly $1
million less than where we were last
year,” said board secretary Robert
Berman, which will “weigh heavily in
making the budget,” said Ms. Riegel.

The board also approved the first read-
ing of the textbook Retreiving the Ameri-
can Past, a collection of primary texts
edited by WHS teachers Brennan
Coughin, Marc Silbergeld and Linda
Siroty, for their junior American Studies
class. “It’s so impressive to see this amount
of energy and effort,” said Ms. Walker.

Lastly, the board passed a first reading
for a temporary version of the 2008-
2009 school year calendar. Currently,
the calendar has a “long stretch” over
winter vacation, according to Julia
Walker, the chairperson of policies.
However, the year had to be extended
into the fourth week of June, with se-
niors graduating on Monday night June
22, 2009. Although the board discussed
methods of alleviating this, it passed a
first reading and said further discussion
would take place at a later time.

From the Office of Ralph Froehlich
Union County Sheriff

Sheriff’s Corner

Your Holiday Guide to Safe
Shopping and Celebrating
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“Steps of the Met”                           Helen Frank
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Eat, Drink and Be Merry

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and the Times

Calories don’t count from now until
January 1. That is why the diet always
begins on January 1 and lasts on and off
more or less until Thanksgiving. Once
Thanksgiving is here, then all bets are
off and it’s off to the races. It’s just too
ridiculous to even think about dieting
and calories now.

It’s not only stockings that are getting
stuffed, and Santa isn’t the only one
chowing down cookies. Now is the
time to be enjoying things like roasted
goose with chestnut stuffing and gin-
gerbread-men cookies with hot choco-
late drizzled with crème de menthe and
Christmas pudding and eggnog spiked
with a little rum and
sugar cookies, and
candy canes and
whatever your heart
desires.

It’s the time of the
year when we
shouldn’t feel guilty
about eating des-
serts, as they are
everywhere we look
– in the markets, at
the office and at the
many holiday par-
ties and gatherings. And if you’ve been
good all year, then a few sweets are
certainly well deserved.

This colorful Christmas cake (pic-
tured on page 20) requires taking only
a few additional steps from a cake mix
but has the healthy benefit of eliminat-
ing the chemicals found in cake mixes.
Of course, you can always take the
shortcut and use a cake mix, but it won’t
save you that much time and it won’t
taste as good. These delicious sugar
cookies may be basic but they are supe-
rior in the way they deliver pure tradi-
tional flavor. Both recipes provide a
perfect ending to any holiday meal.
Happy holidays and enjoy!

Christmas Cake
INGREDIENTS (CAKE)

¾ cup butter (1½ sticks), softened
1¾ cups sugar
3 eggs
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 ½ tablespoons baking powder
1 ½ teaspoons salt
1 ¼ cups milk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Red and green food color

PROCEDURE
In a large mixing bowl, cream the

butter and the sugar. Beat in the eggs,
one at a time, beating well after each
one. In a separate bowl, mix together
the flour, baking powder and salt. Add
half the flour mixture to the butter
mixture. Add half the milk and the
vanilla and mix until well blended. Add
the remaining flour mixture and the
remaining milk and beat until smooth.

Divide the batter into 2 bowls. Add the
red food color until desired color is
achieved to 1 portion. Add the green
food color until desired color is achieved
to the remaining portion. Spread the
batter into 2 greased and floured 8-inch
round cake pans. Bake in a preheated
350 degree oven for 25 to 30 minutes.
Let cake cool before frosting.

INGREDIENTS (FROSTING)
½ cup (1 stick) butter, softened
4 cups confectioners’ sugar
¼ cup milk (more if necessary)
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Red and green food color

PROCEDURE
Cream the butter. Gradually add the

confectioners sugar and the milk alter-
nately until a
creamy frosting
like consistency is
achieved. Add the
vanilla. Beat until
smooth. Divide
into half. Add the
red food color to
one portion and the
green food color to
the other portion.
Note: Use a lot of
food color to
achieve the proper

color. Beat again until smooth. When
the cake is cooled, place the first layer
upside down on a plate and frost the top.
Place the next layer on top. Frost the
sides with the green frosting. Carefully
frost the top with the red frosting.

Traditional
Sugar Cookies

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter (2 sticks) softened
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla
2 cups flour
2 teaspoons cream of tartar
1 teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
Red and Green sugar

PROCEDURE
Cream the butter and the sugar to-

gether. Add the eggs one at a time. Beat
well. Add the vanilla. Gradually add the
flour and mix. Add the cream of tartar,
baking soda and salt and mix until well
blended. Cover with saran wrap and
refrigerate for 2 hours. Preheat the oven
to 350 degrees. Roll the dough into
balls just a little bigger than the size of
golf balls. Then press them flat into
your hand. Place onto an ungreased
cookie sheet. Bake for 8 to 9 minutes.
Remove from the oven and immedi-
ately sprinkle with the colored sugar.
Let cool before removing with a spatula.
Enjoy them while still warm if pos-
sible.

Yield: approximately 16 large cookies.

WF Resident Shows
Collection of Photographs

THE 18TH AMENDMENT IS TOAST!...Left to right, Wesftield residents As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and Mrs. New Jersey American Beauty Sherryl Pascal
stand alongside Mark Censits, owner of CoolVines, at the Elm Street liquor store,
which held a Repeal Day celebration on December 5. After reviewing the 1919
resolution that deemed the manufacture, sale or transportation of intoxicating
liquors illegal in the United States of America, Mr. Bramnick and Mr. Censits tore
the document in half. A wine tasting party followed, with toasts made to the 21st
Amendment, which repealed Prohibition, passed 13 years later.

Mostly Music Seeks Younger
Crowd with Next Program
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Mostly Music, a
chamber-music series that brings first-
rate artists and talented young perform-
ers to Maplewood and Westfield, has
existed for more than 25 years, regu-
larly visiting Westfield’s Temple
Emanu-El and First United Methodist
Church. But the series is ready for
something new.

As Bernard Turiel, the series’ chair-
man, explains, Mostly Music boasts a
“very loyal audience,” one that typi-
cally “pours out” contributions volun-
tarily, which have helped the organiza-
tion run in the black for 28 years.

“They have responded phenom-
enally,” he said.

However, he said, as he scans the
crowd during a standard performance,
most of the evening’s attendees re-
semble more “50” than “50 Cent.”

For Mostly Music’s next concert, on
December 16, the series will shift its
focus to attracting young people.

“We want to do something extra,”
Mr. Turiel remarked.

Starting at 2:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, the December 16
concert,which features the Newton
String Quartet – “four young, outstand-
ing people who are now students at
conservatories,” according to Mostly
Music – will welcome students and
those under 21 for free.

“We wanted to give something to the
community and generate interest in a
positive way,” he said.

Mr. Turiel said he hopes a host of
younger performers will help further
entice a younger audience to attend.

The quartet – Gabriel Lefkowitz, vio-
lin, Emily Smith, violin, Elzbieta (Izla)

Weyman, viola, and Jude Tedaldi, cello
– will perform Mozart’s String Quartet
No. 19 in C major, K465 (“Disso-
nance”), Beethoven’s String Quartet in
E-flat major, Op. 74 (“Harp”) and
Debussy’s String Quartet in G minor.

Gabriel performed solo at the 2004
Democratic National Convention in
Boston and filled in as a last-minute
replacement for Yo-Yo Ma.

Emily has made concert appearances
in New York, including one at Alice
Tully Hall last winter, performing
Bartok’s first string quartet.

This past summer, Elzbieta won the
concerto competition at the Aspen
Musical Festival in Aspen, Colo., per-
forming the Walton Viola Concerto with
the festival orchestra there.

Jude won the gold medal in the junior
division of the 2005 Fischoff Interna-
tional Chamber Music Competition and
first prize in the Chamber Music Founda-
tion of New England’s “International
Chamber Music Ensemble Competition.”

Mr. Turiel, whose granddaughters
will attend, said his goal is to “intro-
duce and attract a younger crowd to
attend chamber concerts.”

Claire Angel-Harmon,who started
the program 28 years ago in her living
room, said the venture has “grown from
35 friends” to a two-venue series.

Ms. Angel-Harmon admits that while
the regular audience is extremely loyal,
it is beginning to age.

By offering the free concert to the
younger crowd, she said the group hopes
to “attract younger people to think about
classical music.”

She said seeing young performers
hopefully will “encourage them to con-
tinue studying music and coming to
concerts.”

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

Director Chris Weitz’s The Golden
Compass, wherein 11-year-old Lyra
Belacqua (Dakota Blue Richards)
fights to rescue her abducted pals and
put the world right, proves it once
again: seen one of these neo-Harry
Potter-parallel-universe fantasies, and
you’ve seen them all.

Rudely plummeted into this con-
fusing land without so much as a
libretto or a scorecard to tell the bad
blokes from the good, you’ll note
Jordan College more or less resembles
the kind of place where Mr. Chips
might have taught. Except that here,
old incongruously mixes with new.
And if anyone knows what year it is,
they’re not sharing.

But while the evolutionary process
of invention obviously differs from
our own, it’s comforting to know that
the elements of greed, suspicion and
deceit have traversed whatever cos-
mos it is that separates us from these
folks. Except, well, maybe in their
world we don’t exist. And if we do,
the big kahunas just don’t want it
known.

In any case, that’s the muffled un-
dercurrent at Jordan, where Lyra, the
niece of professor/adventurer Lord
Asriel, serves as school mascot and
ringleader of the other brats. The
scuttlebutt isn’t lost on the preco-
cious lass. Heresy of heresies. There
are whispers about “Dust”…the stuff
that could prove a connection to other
universes.

Just the mere mention of it arches
eyebrows. Figure it’s their Copernicus
contending the Earth revolves around
the Sun, Martin Luther claiming a
right to his beliefs or Al Gore sup-
porters questioning election results.
That is, those powers that be don’t
want to hear about it. There are no
other worlds. Don’t make trouble.

Being a kid, Lyra can smell that
canard a mile away. And so can her
daemon. A note of explanation: It’s the
story’s one truly original concept.
These people don’t carry their souls
within but alongside them…in vari-
ous animal forms. And just to make it
more complicated, children’s daemons
can morph into different species.

Lyra’s daemon, Pan, short for
Pantalaimon and voiced by Freddie
Highmore, favors the form of either a
mouse or a ferret, though he makes
for a formidable cat, too. But here’s
the inconsistency. In Lyra’s case, he’s
a pal, a Sancho Panza. With others,
this external soul may be an ironic
reflection or alter ego.

Take the case of Nicole Kidman’s
strange Mrs. Coulter (Nicole
Kidman), a dragon lady who carries
herself like the intriguers Marlene
Dietrich played so well. She is the

The Golden Compass:
Can’t Seem to Find its Direction

sexy power broker imperceptibly flit-
ting between camps. What’s more,
she knows from Dust. But judging by
her tyrannical monkey daemon, cau-
tion is advised.

Hence, we are concerned when the
bewitching vision takes a curious in-
terest in Lyra. Making like an
otherworldly Auntie Mame, replete
with invitingly posh digs, Mrs. Coulter
talks of heading to the Arctic North,
and subsequently invites our gal on
the journey. Lyra is gung-ho. Maybe
she’ll find her suddenly missing raga-
muffin pals there.

Call it the Big Dust Conspiracy. At
Bolvangar, way up in the frozen lati-
tudes, mad scientists do their worst. It
seems that separating children from
their daemons is precisely the social
engineering necessary to keep cer-
tain oligarchs on top. But fear not.
Only six years younger than Jean
d’Arc was when she saved France,
Lyra takes up the mantle.

War ensues. And with it, we are
introduced to all manner of ally and
foe. Among the former, the most no-
table is Iorek Byrnison (verbalized by
Ian McKellen), a deposed Polar Bear
king who battles best when in his
trademark armor. Helping in the aerial
attack is Sam Elliott’s Lee Scoresby,
an aeronaut from Texas. Then there
are gyptians. Again, don’t ask.

Naturally, the special effects are an
eyeful. However, if you’re not among
the faithful and have neither the incli-
nation nor the space on your psychic
hard drive to add yet another fake
world, complete with vocabulary,
mores and myths, save yourself the
agony. Mr. Weitz’s adaptation of
Philip Pullman’s novel is raucous,
but never really rousing.

Especially disappointing is the title
gadget, also known as an alethiometer.
Given to Lyra by the Master of Jordan
College, it supposedly can answer all
sorts of inquiries. But while the
antiquish Google counterpart ulti-
mately proves helpful in Lyra’s world-
saving campaign, its fascination quo-
tient barely registers on our enter-
tainment meters.

If anything, this film will have you
consulting that boredom gauge on
your wrist. After 20 minutes, it’s ap-
parent you’re in for an endless, de-
rivative stream of minutiae and lore.
And while some of the accompany-
ing metaphors are not without merit,
it’s too bad the lackluster Golden
Compass couldn’t find a less painful
way to deliver them.

* * *
The Golden Compass, rated PG-

13, is a New Line Cinema release
directed by Chris Weitz and stars
Dakota Blue Richards, Nicole
Kidman and Daniel Craig. Running
time: 113 minutes.

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Stephen Barcan will show a collec-
tion of his photographs in an exhibi-
tion called “People and Places” at the
Donald B. Palmer Museum in the
Springfield Public Library from De-
cember 26 to January 31.

Mr. Barcan, a partner in the law
firm Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
P.A. in Woodbridge, has pursued pho-
tography as a hobby for more than 40
years. After years of photographing
his family amid Martha’s Vineyard
scenery, he began using photography
to record his interest in nature and
travel, as well as capturing moments
in the lives of people in the places he
visits.

He received an award from the Cape
Cod Art Association in its National
Exhibition in Banstable, Mass., in
July for his photograph of a single
man praying at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem.

He said he uses his camera to find
the details in such things as windows
and doors, and in the juxtaposition of
buildings to the things around them

to express something about the place
he is photographing. He said he tries
to find something unique and tell a
story.

He said some of his favorite photo-
graphs are of windows in Italy and
France, of rowboats tied up on the
River Cher at Chateau de Chenonceau
in Loire and of shop window reflec-
tions in Bisbee, Ariz., and Rouen,
France. He also enjoyed recording
moments with people in Italy and
Greece, New England shore scenes
and elk grazing in Yellowstone.

Mr. Barcan will host a reception on
January 6 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. at the
museum; attendees will have the op-
portunity to speak with the artist.

The museum is located in the
Springfield Free Public Library at 66
Mountain Avenue. Hours of the ex-
hibit are Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
and Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday
hours are from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

For more information, call (973)
376-4930.

photo by Stephen Barcan

also had to become a member of Les
Marmitons.”

Mr. Bevan added, “JP’s job was to
open new offices for the company, and
with each new office came a new Les
Marmitons chapter.”

Mr. Jobin was commuting weekly to
New Jersey in 1991,
and the New Jersey
Les Marmitons was
founded shortly af-
ter. When Mr.
Bevan relocated in
1995, he began re-
cruiting his friends
and neighbors, in-
cluding current
president Mr. Rial
to Les Marmitons.

P r i m a r i l y
through word of
mouth, the nucleus
of the club formed.
Others, like Rich-
ard Drier, the club’s
vice president and
treasurer, heard of the club through
media coverage featured on Al Roker’s
cooking show.

Others at the event were new to the
group, some attending for the first time.
Marty Silverman, a Westfield resident,
said he didn’t know about the club until
recently when he saw an article in The
Leader. “It piqued my interest,” he said.
“I’ve always liked to cook. I was always
my wife’s sous chef.” He added that he
“liked the opportunity to meet like-
minded people.”

When asked about the cooking a
habits of the members, Mr. Rial said,
“at home, some guys do all the cooking,
some do special occasion cooking and
some guys don’t do any except when
they’re here.”

The late November evening’s fare
resembled something one might see
when dining at Allard, a famous bistro
in Paris. For two Leader stringers and

the three-dozen-or-so men who like to
cook at the VFW in Kenilworth, it was
a festival of duck – duck pâté, duck
confit and orange-glazed duck breast
with couscous, as well as poached pears
for dessert.

After each course of the gourmet
meal was prepared,
the men sat down
to tables set with
linen, silverware
and china. After fin-
ishing each dish, the
men stood up and
discussed the
preparation and
gave a critique.

Each course was
also paired with a
different wine by
the group’s
sommelier, George
“Chip” Frank, a US
Army Lieutenant
Colonel who com-
mands the 479th

Chemical Battalion at Fort Tilden, N.Y.
When he’s not called up for duty, Mr.

Frank enjoys going beyond traditional
pairings of food and wine at Les
Marmitons events. He noted that he
often likes to introduce the members to
some “funky pairing” – Pinot noir with
salmon or, his personal favorite, blue
cheese with Cabernet Sauvignon.

“Nothing’s better than when you
have your wine epiphany,” Mr. Frank
said.

At the conclusion of the event, Mr.
Rial stood up and proclaimed, “As is
the Les Marmitons tradition, nobody
leaves until the place is clean!”

Then he added, “with the excep-
tion of the ladies from The Westfield
Leader.” For us, that sounded every
bit as good as the chocolate-covered,
burgundy-soaked pears served with a
side of vanilla ice cream and one last
sip of tawny port.
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Juxtapose Hosts
2 Trunk Shows

WESTFIELD – The Juxtapose
Gallery of Westfield, located on 58
Elm Street, will feature two upcom-
ing trunk shows on consecutive Sat-
urdays in December.

On December 15, the gallery will
showcase the works of Suzanne
Garofalo, a jewelry designer based
in Sussex County.

Ms. Garofalo has designed and
sold her jewelry for four years.

After working in a corporate set-
ting, Ms. Garofalo found her talent
for creating jewelry after repairing a
favorite necklace that had broken.

With encouragement from family
and customers, she started a part-
time design company that quickly
grew into a full-time business.

Ms. Garofalo’s jewelry features a
creative mix of colors and texture.

On December 22, Juxtapose will
host a trunk show by Due Sorelle.

Gina and Tania Spil own and oper-
ate Due Sorelle, which, when trans-
lated from the Italian, means “two
sisters.”

One of the Spil sisters handpicks
all the semi-precious stones used to
produce Due Sorelle’s jewelry at na-
tional jewelry shows. The sisters
make each individual piece by hand.

Both events will run from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
232-3278.

Due Sorelle

A TOAST...Les Marmitons toast with
tawny port served with poached pear
in red wine with chocolate sauce and
vanilla ice cream.
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Beringer
Private Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
Rich, dense and chewy, with ripe
plum, blackberry, fresh earth and
mineral flavors, framed by
smoky, cedary oak. Intense and
persistent, ending with a mix of
cherry and currant fruit. The 
tannins are firm but ripe.

$79.99

Geyser Peak
Reserve Alexandre
Meritage 2004
Smooth, rich and silky, with a
deep core of black currant,
black cherry and raspberry fruit.
Spice, cedar and earth notes
add complexity, but it’s the 
generous fruit and supple tex-
ture that anchor the mid-palate.

$36.99

BV Georges 
de Latour
Private Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
The aromas show strength of
black fruits, licorice, black pepper
and minerals with accents of
black olive, peppercorn and dark
cherry. The rich tannins are 
balanced by medium acidity.

$69.99

Hewitt Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon
Rutherford 2003
Ripe, soft and polished.
Refined and sweet tannins,
and flavors which are a 
combination of blackberry,
ripe grapes and new oak.
At its best over the next
5 years.

$59.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines &
Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers.
Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Dec. 12 thru Tues., Dec. 25, 2007.

Dominus Napanook
Proprietary Red 2004
A strong effort, it offers a beautiful
seductive nose of dried herbs, damp
earth, sweet cherries, cedar, and
spice box. Opulent, round, sexy, and
delicious, it should be consumed
during its first decade of life.

$34.99

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

Allegrini La Grola 2004
Deep ruby red in color, offers a wide, 
embracing bouquet of wild berries, juniper,
licorice, tobacco and espresso. Full-bodied
yet silky, with juicy tannins, La Grola is the
wine of choice for red meat, either roasted
or in casseroles, and mellow, aged cheeses.

$16.99

Allegrini
Palazzo della Torre 2004
Dense and deep ruby red in color, loaded with
luscious aromas of currant, blackberry and
licorice, followed by hints of raisins and plums.
Full-bodied and rich, with firm yet juicy tannins.

$13.99

Allegrini Soave 2006
Bright straw yellow in color and a fresh bouquet
of herbs and flowers on the nose. The crisp,
citrus aroma lingers on the palate and is framed
by great acidity and minerality. $10.99

Allegrini Valpolicella 2006
Luscious aromas of cherry, herbs, chocolate
and mocha, with a medium body and 
balanced acidity. Lively and easy to drink, with
moderate tannins and a bright, vivacious color,
this wine is best enjoyed young to appreciate
the exuberant and intense fruitiness.

$9.99

Wine Advocate: 90

Wine Advocate: 90 Wine Advocate: 88

Nimbus Casablanca Sauvignon Blanc 2006
A splendid nose of mineral, fresh herbs, citrus, and lemon-lime
which jumps from the glass. The wine is crisp and refreshing with
superior depth and concentration.
It is a great value. $9.99
La Marca Prosecco NV
A delicate, well-balanced Prosecco, showing a good blend of baked
apple, sour lemon and grapefruit, with a lightly creamy mineral tex-
ture on the palate. Medium froth, with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish. $9.99

Wine Advocate: 90

Wine Advocate: 91

Hartford Court
Chardonnay 4 Hearts 2005
It’s a very elegant, balanced wine, with
complexity and charm; 100% barrel
fermented, it shows oak-influenced 
flavors of Meyer lemons, pineapple
sorbet and rich Gravenstein apple butter.

$29.99Wine Enthusiast: 91

Sette Ponti Crognolo 2004
Lots of blackberry and hints of mineral
follow through to a full-bodied palate,
with silky tannins and a medium finish.
Caressing and balanced.

$26.99Wine Spectator: 91

Ornellaia “Le Volte” 2005
Elegant and enjoyable, the 2005 
vintage is characterized by ample
fruity, slightly spicy notes. Round and
full in the mouth, it combines the
Mediterranean generousity of San-
giovese with the structure of Cabernet
and the softer tones of Merlot, creating
an extremely pleasant wine.

$19.99Wine Spectator: 90

St. Hallett Shiraz Faith 2005
This is a beautifully contained wine
that’s neither too broad nor too tight,
expressive of cherry, violet and
sweet spices, playing against
refined tannins on the long finish.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 90

Toscolo 
Chianti Classico 2004
Gorgeous aromas of crushed berry,
toasty oak, chocolate and coffee. Full-
bodied, with fine tannins and a long,
rich finish. Great value. 

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90

Hartford Court
Pinot Noir Land’s End 2005
Dry, crisp and delicate, the wine has
a silky voluptuousness that makes it
irresistible, with pie filling cherry and
black raspberry flavors finished with
Asian spice. New French oak adds
toast and vanilla sweetness. It’s
expensive, but still a bargain.

$32.99Wine Enthusiast: 96

Frescobaldi Nipozzano
Chianti Reserva 2004
Very aromatic, offering bright
blackberry and light vanilla 
aromas. Full-bodied, with vibrant
fruit, fine tannins and a clean,
crisp fruity finish. Best after 2008.

$16.99Wine Spectator: 91

Rosenblum Petite Syrah
Heritage Clones 2005
A full-bodied, flavorful, mouthfilling
wine offering loads of peppery,
blackberry, and cherry fruit, 
surprising density, a supple texture,
and beautiful length and richness.
This stunner should drink well for 5
to 8 years or longer.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 90

Chamarré Jurancon
Tradition 2003
Very creamy, lush and exotic-
tasting, with rich and decadent 
tropical fruit flavors of mango,
pineapple, and roasted plantain.
Finishes with loads of butterscotch
and spice. Drink now through 2012.

$11.99375
ML

Wine Spectator: 92

Sitios de Bodega
Conclass Verdejo 2006
The 2006 Con Class Verdejo is
100% varietal from even old vines.
Light gold-color, rich, intense, and
long in the finish. It is a great value. 

$11.99Wine Advocate: 90

Terrabianca
Campaccio 2004
Layers of ripe fruit with notable
vitality on the palate and concen-
trated. It offers outstanding length
and fine overall balance in a big,
bold style that will require a few
years to come together in the bottle.

$29.99Wine Advocate: 91

Steltzer 
Stags Leap District
Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
Well-focused on a core of rich, supple
currant and black cherry fruit, this is
complex balanced and well propor-
tioned. Nice range of flavors that are
deep, persistent, pure and engaging.

$29.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wolf Blass
Gold Label Shiraz 2005
Polished, round and generous
with its creamy blackberry, currant
and cedar flavors, lingering on the
focused, harmonious finish.

$17.99Wine Spectator: 91

Wine Spectator: 90

Earthworks Shiraz 2006
The 2006 Shiraz saw an identical regimen of tank and barrel. Purple-
colored, it exhibits aromas of smoke, sausage, bacon, and blueberry
which jumps from the glass. Medium-bodied, ripe, and sweet with no
hard edges, this superb value can
be enjoyed for the next 4-6 years. $8.99Wine Advocate: 90

Las Rocas de San Alejandro Garnacha 2005
It gives up attractive aromas of kirsch, raspberries, pepper, and
damp earth. This is followed by a broad, full-flavored wine with a
supple texture and no hard edges. 
Drink over the next 2 to 3 years. $7.99Wine Advocate: 90

Bodegas Olivares Altos de la Hoya
Monastrell Ungrafted Old Vines 2005
Purple in color, the wine offers up a nearly exotic of earth, minerals, 
blueberries, and blackberries. This medium to full-bodied effort possesses
layers of sweet, ripe fruit, and soft 
tannins yet is surprisingly elegant. $7.99Wine Advocate: 90

Earthworks Cabernet Sauvignon 2006
The 2006 Cabernet was aged for 6 months, 70% in tank and 30% in
seasoned French oak. Dark ruby/purple-colored, it has an expressive
nose of spice box and black currants. This leads to a medium-
bodied, smooth-textured, easy-going wine with abundant sweet fruit,
light tannins, and a long, fruit-filled finish. Drink this outstanding
value over the next 6 years. $8.99Wine Spectator: 90

Winery Feature of the Month

Chateau Lilian Ladouys
St.-Estephe 2003
Very, very pure with plum, currant
and light spices. Full-bodied, with
racy, refined tannins and a long,
caressing finish. Pretty and firm.
Best after 2010.

$17.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wine Spectator: 93 Wine Enthusiast: 95 Wines & Spirits: 90

Sette Ponti
Oreno 2004
Fabulous aromas of
ripe blackberry, 
cappuccino and toasty
oak. Full-bodied, with
masses of fruit and
super-velvety tannins.
Long and gorgeous.
$69.99
Wine Spectator: 95

Wine Advocate: 90

Allegrini
Amarone 2003
Offers jammy aromas of ripe
wild berries, candied fruit,
chocolate, charcoal and 
cinnamon. Intense and super-
rich, with chewy tannins.
Enjoyed with game, roasted
and grilled meats, casseroles
and well matured cheeses.

$54.99

Masi
Amarone della Valpolicella
Classico Costasera 2003
There's a slight raisiny tinge to
the fruit, with cardamom, fresh
oak and just a whiff of black
truffle at the start. Full-bodied,
with fine tannins and a clean,
mineral finish. The refined 
texture adds a touch of finesse.

$44.99 Wine & Spirits: 92

Bennett Lane
Cabernet Sauvignon
2004
Floral, crushed berry, currant
and black cherry aromas are
tight, concentrated and
focused, and the flavors
come through in the same
way on the palate. Best 
from 2008 through 2013.

$44.99Wine Spectator: 92 Wine Spectator: 90

95-100  . . . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . . .Very Good

VINTAGE
RATING SCALE:

ShopRite Wines &Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety
and service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.
Prices effective through Dec. 25. Many items are in short supply, please shop early.

80-84 . . . . . . . . . . . .Good
70-79  . . . . . . . . .Average
60-69  . . . . .Below Average

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Dec. 25, 2007

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

WHS Students Create
Art Project ‘Out of the Blue’

BLUE-ROOM GROUP…Standing amid an entire room they helped wrap in
blue, from left to right, are Westfield High School Foundations of Art students
Colin Eldridge, Maggie Gaskill and Christy D’Iorio. Three teachers and more
than 150 art students took part in the art installation and exhibits, which were
opened for visits by the entire student body, faculty and guests.

WESTFIELD –Inspired by the dra-
matic draping effects made famous
by artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude,
Westfield High School’s Foundation
of Art classes transformed the school’s
Student Center into a tunnel of blue
for a day.

Using tarps, the students covered
walls and ceiling lights and wrapped
tables, chairs, musical instruments
and even the soft-drink machine in
blue.

“It completely changed the room,”
ninth grader Colin Eldridge, who
helped in the wrapping, said.

“It’s extraordinary,” sophomore
Christy D’Iorio, who also assisted in

the unique art installation, which took
place the day before it was opened to
the entire student body, added.

As students, teachers and guests
prepared to step down into the trans-
formed room, the upper level of the
Student Center welcomed visitors
with an exhibit area displaying a slide
show of structures that had been
“wrapped” by Christo and Jeanne-
Claude.

A wall in the entrance area dis-
played preliminary drawings created
by individual students in the Founda-
tion of Art classes.

Art teachers Roy Chambers, Tim
Stumbers and Leah Jarvis worked
together with their students on the
“Blue Room 1” project, using ideas
and concepts similar to that of Christo
and Jeanne-Claude.

The art department purchased sup-
plies with a grant from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts.

Premiere Stages Presents
Its Take on Dickens’ Classic

UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-
fessional Actors’ Equity Association
theatre-in-residence program at Kean
University, will present Humbug, an
uplifting adaptation of “A Christmas
Carol.”

Based on the story by Charles
Dickens, the play is adapted by John
Wooten, producing artistic director
of Premiere Stages, and features a
cast of 13.

Billed as “‘A Christmas Carol’ with
a modern-day twist,” Humbug follows
the story of Eleanor Scrooge, a ruth-
lessly ambitious Wall Street executive
who has an aversion to Christmas and
an insatiable appetite for power.

Locked in her office on a snowy
Christmas Eve, Eleanor is determined
to finish a corporate-takeover pro-
posal until three “advisors” provide
her with an eye-opening new appre-
ciation for the holidays and the spirit
of Christmas.

An upbeat and moving adaptation
of Dickens’ holiday classic, Humbug
runs from today, December 13, through
Saturday, December 22, in the Wilkins
Theatre, located at Kean University on
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

Tickets range from $15 to $25. To
obtain specific show times, including
special matinees for school groups, and
to order tickets, visit the Kean Stage
Box Office online at keanstage.com or
call at (908) 737-SHOW (7469). For
groups, call (908) 737-4077.

Premiere Stages operates in part
through funding from the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, The New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Bank of
America and support of patrons

Premiere Stages offers free or dis-
counted tickets to handicapped pa-
trons. Those who wish should call for
a list of sign-interpreted, audio-de-
scribed or open-captioned perfor-
mances offered by Premiere Stages.

WF Boy Lands Lead
Role in Nutcracker

WESTFIELD –Spencer Pascal, 12-
year-old son of Mrs. New Jersey
American Beauty Sherryl Pascal and
her husband Roy, has been cast as
Fritz in New Jersey Ballets perfor-
mance of Nutcracker.

Spencer, of Westfield, will also
perform as a soldier and a little boy in
all 14 shows being held at Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn from Decem-

ber 21 to 29.
He has also traveled with the com-

pany as it performed eight shows in
three cities across New Jersey.

Spencer started his dance career at
the age of 2 ½.

Three years ago, Spencer was ac-
cepted to study with New Jersey Bal-
let in Livingston, where he dances 14
hours a week.

This past September, Spencer was
accepted on scholarship to attend
SAB, the school at New York City
Ballet, and has already performed at
Lincoln Center.

Spencer spends his summers in the
New Jersey Ballets Intensive program,
putting in 24 hours per week.

He hopes to pursue a career in
dance, with goals of traveling to Paris
to dance with the Paris Opera Ballet.
Eventually, Spencer plans to teach at
New Jersey Ballet and open his own
studio, specializing in children with
learning differences.

When Spencer is not dancing, he
works as a model and actor under the
management of the Shirley Grant
Agency.

Supported by his family and dance
educators, Spencer has become a role
model for children with learning dif-
ferences. Spencer is severely dys-
lexic.

For ticket information, contact the
box office at (973) 376-4343 or New
Jersey Ballet at (973) 597-9600.

Spencer Pascal

Public Can Register
For Classes at Guild

RAHWAY – The public can regis-
ter for kids, teens and adult art classes
at The Arts Guild of Rahway. To
register, call (732) 381-7511 or e-
mail artsguild1670@verizon.net.
Classes begin the week of January
14, 2008.

Children’s classes run for an hour
and a half after school. Adult classes
run for two-and-a half hours in the
evening. Many of the adult classes
are suitable for children 12 years and
older. Children’s classes are geared
for children between the ages of 7 to
14.

All classes run for eight weeks.
Fees for each class vary, and students
are responsible for materials.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org.

Winter Session Kicks
Off With Art Sampler
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Cen-

ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) will host
a Holiday Art Sampler on Saturday,
December 15, from noon to 4 p.m. at
the art center, located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit.

The public is invited to participate
in holiday-inspired art activities and
workshops for children and teens ages
5 to 14.

Under direction from VACNJ’s
professional teaching faculty, chil-
dren will create holiday crafts that
can be kept as mementos or given as
gifts to family and friends.

Those attending can enjoy cookies
and hot chocolate, as well as register
for the many winter classes and work-
shops that the art center will offer
beginning on January 7.

Art classes are all one hour in dura-
tion and begin promptly at noon. All
classes are offered hourly.

For more information, contact
VACNJ at (908) 273-9121 or visit
artcenternj.org.
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‘Tis the Season
To Indulge

InsideInsideInsideInsideInside

Satisfy your
taste buds with
holiday recipes.

20

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Monday, December 31, 7PM
Westfield High School

Tickets: $64, $32 in advance
$70, $40 at the door

FOR TICKETS: 
CALL 908 232 9400

EMAIL wso@westfieldsymphony.org
OR VISIT OUR TICKET OUTLETS

WORLD OF MUSIC: Summit
FASTFRAME: Quimby St. Westfield

MARTIN JEWELERS: Cranford
COMMERCE BANK in Westfield: 

560 North Ave. E. 

A celebration of Broadway classics 
featuring stars direct from the Broadway Stage

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

New Year’s Eve

2525
Silver Anniversary

Les Marmitons Rendezvous With
Café Monet at Kenilworth VFW
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

and DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH — A VFW hall isn’t
a place you would expect to find a five-
star, four-course duck feast overseen
by a French chef. With its knotty pine-
paneled walls, linoleum floor and stacks
of folding chairs along the wall, it
doesn’t have quite the same ambience
as a bistro.

But for the local chapter of a
gentlemen’s-only French-cooking club
known as Les Marmitons, the large
space in the kitchen is the main attrac-
tion.

With the same excitement as seen on
the faces of some men in a BMW
showroom, Les Marmitons Cranford
chapter president Bob Rial told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “Whether prepping or
sautéing, the large counter space in the
kitchen allows each individual to have
a working experience.”

And for Wes Sawi, the food is what
counts.

Mr. Sawi is owner and top chef at
Café Monet, located at 309 Millburn
Avenue in Millburn. For years, he and
his cousin ran Les Rendezvous, a tiny-
but-popular French restaurant on
Kenilworth Boulevard, not far from the
VFW. His cousin remained at Les Ren-
dezvous and continues to enjoy a thriv-
ing business today.

On November 27, Mr. Rial, along

with about 30 other members of Les
Marmitons (French for “chef’s help-
ers”), invited Mr. Sawi to oversee the
club’s cooking event, held each month
during the “cooking season” (Septem-
ber to May).

A typical Les Marmitons event in-
volves members taking turns inviting

an executive chef to oversee the
evening’s meal. The menu and recipes
are obtained with portions modified
based on the number of guests. The
members shop and deliver the food to
the VFW, where teams are assigned by
course and overseen by the executive
chef.

George Bennighoff, one of the key
organizers of the event, invited Mr.
Sawi. “George is a very good customer
of mine and asked if I’d be interested in
working with the group,” Chef Sawi
said.

He also noted that while it didn’t take
him long to agree to participate, he did

admit he was very nervous at his first
outing with the group. This was the
second time Mr. Sawi has overseen a
Les Marmitons event and noted, “These
guys are a terrific group and very good
to work with,” he said. “I was stunned.”

Many of the members present were
veterans of the International Cooking

Club, which originated in Europe and
was eventually brought to Montreal in
the late 1970s. More chapters were
eventually formed throughout Canada
with a few locations in the United States.

Cranford resident Ron Bevan told
the newspaper that it was JP Jobin who
started the New Jersey Chapter. Mr.
Bevan is a former Canadian resident
who worked for Jobin 20 years ago
while in the software-sales business.
He told the newspaper, “It was an un-
written law – if you worked for JP, you

SANTA’S HELPERS…Left to right,
Sam Sayed, Edgar Collado and Nadine
Allen, co-chairs of the Weichert of
Westfield’s 29th annual toy drive, dis-
play some of the items donated for
needy children thus far.

Weichert Collects Toys
For 29th-Annual Drive

WESTFIELD — The Weichert
Realtors office at 185 Elm Street in
Westfield has announced its 29th an-
nual toy drive for needy children in
Union County. Weichert is collecting
new, unwrapped toys for area chil-
dren over the next few weeks.

The office continues to raise money
to buy additional toys by hosting
fundraising luncheons in the office
during the holiday season.

The office held a Thanksgiving toy-
drive luncheon on November 14, or-
ganized and catered by all the male
associates in the Westfield office. The
men provided everything from tur-
key and stuffing to desserts, most of
which was homemade.

This year, the office hopes to ex-
ceed the 550 toys that it has received
in previous years. Community mem-
bers can drop off new, unwrapped
toys at the office or call the office at
(908) 654-7777 to have staff pick up
the toys from a donor’s home.
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Choral Art Society Hosts
Annual Messiah Sing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society (CAS) of New Jersey, a group
of avocational singers based out of
Westfield, hosted its annual commu-
nity sing of George Fredrich Handel’s
Messiah at the First United Method-
ist Church (FUMC) of Westfield last
Friday, December 7.

More than 40 community partici-
pants, ranging in ages from toddlers
to senior citizens, joined approxi-
mately two-dozen members of the
CAS to participate in the community
sing-a-long, an annual tradition.

Suzanne Beeny-Jones, president of
the CAS, told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that this was the first
time the society hosted its annual pro-
duction at the FUMC, having performed
at other local churches in past years.

James Little directed the produc-
tion, along with organist Trent
Johnson. Mr. Little is in his ninth
season as director of the CAS, having
directed eight performances of the
Messiah sing. He has served as the
organist and choirmaster of the Cal-
vary Episcopal Church in Summit
since 1993.

Mr. Johnson is the organist and
choir director for the FUMC, partici-
pating in his fifth production of Mes-
siah.

Written in 1742, Messiah is con-
sidered a sacred oratorio for soloists
and chorus and is traditionally per-
formed during the Christmas season.

Although the work was not per-
formed in its entirety, the group sung
the more well-known pieces, includ-

ing the famous Hallelujah Chorus.
Marybeth McFall, an organ accom-
panist for the society’s rehearsals,
explained that audience members
were seated according to their vocal
ranges, with sopranos, altos, tenors
and bases seated in specific sections.

The regal cathedral ceilings of the
English, Gothic-style sanctuary and
the church’s large pipe organs en-
hanced the reverberating echoes of
harmonies among the various vocal-
ists.

Two organs were used during the
performance, Mr. Johnson told The
Leader/Times – an Aeolian Skinner
organ, which was installed in the
church in 1959, and a Moller Antifinal
organ, installed in 1970, each ca-
pable of different sounds and effects
were played.

Combined, the two organs have
approximately 66 ranks or pipes, Mr.
Johnson said.

The CAS originated in 1962 and
currently has a membership of about
60 singers. The society performs
works dating from the Renaissance
to modern repertories.

Other recent, CAS performances
include Verdi’s Requiem, Bach’s St.
John’s Passion and works by Mozart
and Stravinsky.

The CAS will sponsor a winter
concert on Saturday, January 19, at 8
p.m. at the Calvary Episcopal Church
in Summit, with a production of Re-
joice in the Lamb by Benjamin Britten
and Carmina Burana by Carl Orff.

More information about the Cho-
ral Art Society can be found at
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org.
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HOLIDAY
SUPER SALE

UP TO 70% OFF

TAKE AN EXTRA
10% OFF

With This Coupon

*Classes Not Included

710 South Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.232.5445

ENTIRE INVENTORY ON SALE

JUST DUCKY...Chef Wes Sawi of Café Monet prepares pâté de foies de canard,
the first of a four-course duck feast at Les Marmitons’ cooking event at the
Kenilworth VFW on November 27.

All Photos by Linda B. Condrillo


