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Board Hears Cell-Tower App.

POLICE BLOTTER

“And he didn’t just coach
football…he also started the wrestling
program,” Mr. Brewster said. “They
used to wrestle in the cafeteria at the
beginning, but he turned Westfield into
a state power in wrestling.”

Mr. Kehler coached the wrestling
team to a 231-48-13 record. Addi-
tionally, he coached the golf team to
a 329-44-6 record.

But beyond the numbers is the per-
son of Gary Kehler. “Most people only
know the legend…but the man is just as
great as the legend,” Mr. Brewster said.

Mr. Tranchina said, “He was a great
coach, but he was an even greater man.”

One of Mr. Kehler’s most notable
personality traits, the coaches said,
was his compassion: “He never had a
negative word about anybody,” Mr.
Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden, who Mr. Kehler
hired, said, “Gary was one of the
kindest people I ever met. I learned
how to treat people by watching him,
especially the kids I coach.”

She described how Mr. Kehler
showed how to get results out of play-
ers without “being a mean ogre.”

And that Mr. Kehler was certainly
not. “Aside from his record of being
an outstanding coach, he was a gentle-
man,” said Thom Hornish, the WHS
girls’ cross-country coach.

Mr. Tranchina echoed this state-
ment, adding, “He was a gentleman
in every sense of the word.”

This attitude transcended from ev-
eryday interactions to the sidelines of
games. Recalled Mr. Brand, “He was
definitely not a yeller or a screamer.”

Mr. Kapner said, “At one game, the
parents were screaming at Gary, say-
ing things like ‘Kehler doesn’t know
a thing about a passing game,’ but he
didn’t take offense, he just laughed.”

Mr. Brewster added that Mr. Kehler
“never went into a game ever think-
ing he would lose…There was one
game when we got beat pretty badly,
37 to 20, and I’ve dealt with coaches
who would blame the team. But he
would just make it tongue-in-cheek.”

Additionally, this good-natured per-
sonality led to “a way of getting the
most out of people,” Ms. McFadden
said. “He even got me to be the
cheerleading coach for a few years.”

“He would get more out of players
than the players thought they had in
them,” Mr. Brand said.

Mr. Kehler was also marked by his

sense of humor and positive outlook
on life. “He battled cancer for three
years but never once complained,
never lost his sense of humor,” Mr.
Tranchina said.

Mr. Kapner added, “When I came to
him with questions, he mixed in re-
spect and humor in all of his answers.
It was this great needle that he had: he
could tease you, and you’d feel hon-
ored that he would be teasing you.”

Mr. Kehler’s outlook also applied
to his own life, in his battle with
cancer. “Having known he’s been
ill…he’s been a fighter, a real fighter,”
Mr. Brewster, Sr. said.

Despite Mr. Kehler’s dazzling ath-
letic accomplishments, he was still
“extremely down-to-earth,” Mr.
Brewster said.

“He was in every hall of fame, even
the National Football Hall of Fame,”
said Mr. Tranchina, but he noted it did
not detract from Mr. Kehler’s person-
ality in the slightest. “He loved talk-
ing to his young players, and he cared
so much about the school and all the
sports and all the coaches.”

Mr. Kehler’s humility was, in fact,
one of his most notable attributes: “He
knew what he had accomplished, but
he didn’t feel like it made him a better
or worse person,” Mr. Kapner said.

With the humility came approach-
ability. “His records are gaudy, but he
never made you feel inferior or unap-
proachable,” Mr. Brewster said. “I went
very easily from calling him ‘Mr.
Kehler’ as his player to ‘Gary’ when I
started coaching,” Mr. Brewster said.
“Anybody could talk to him.”

“He was just a ‘regular guy,’” added
Mr. Brewster, Sr., who explained Mr.
Kehler’s superstitious side: “During
the 48-game streak, he wore the same
article of clothing to each game.”

Mr. Kehler was not one to “look for
attention,” according to Mr. Brand, to
which Mr. Brewster added, “He was
never bigger than the game.”

“You had a nationally known coach
who would rub elbows with the great-
est coaches in the country but always
had time for his players and the town,”
Mr. Brewster said.

Mr. Kehler routinely attended Little
League Football dinners and games,
according to Mr. Brewster, Sr.

Mr. Kehler’s attitude and positive
outlook did not go unnoticed by his
players. “There are so many people
who have been coached by him, and

Westfield
Thursday, December 6, the manager of

an East Broad Street store reported the
theft of 215 bras worth $9,200 from the
premises. The items had been stored in
cabinets that were accessible to the public.

Friday, December 7, Patricia McElwain,
35, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of an unlawful Schedule II
prescription drug and uttering a forged
instrument at a South Avenue drug store.
She was released with a summons.

Friday, December 7, Charles Aldridge,
43, of Edison was arrested and charged
with forgery for allegedly attempting to
cash a forged check at a bank on North
Avenue. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of $2,500 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Qi Wang, 42,
of Westfield was arrested for allegedly
driving while intoxicated (D.W.I.) after a
motor-vehicle accident on the 500 block
of West Broad Street. No injuries were
reported. She later was released on her
own recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, William
Hawkins, 36, of Piscataway was arrested
for alleged DWI after a motor-vehicle
stop at Central and Lenox Avenues. He
later was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, Jorge Rivera,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant. He was held
on default of $503 bail pending transport
to the Union County jail.

Saturday, December 8, Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield was arrested after sur-
rendering to police on an outstanding
Westfield motor-vehicle warrant. He was
released after being processed and post-
ing $99 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Lance Henry,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Clark motor-vehicle warrant with
bail of $500 after a motor-vehicle stop in
Clark Township. He was turned over to
the Clark Police Department.

Sunday, December 9, Tito Garcia, 21,
of Garwood was arrested for alleged DWI
after a motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Elmer Street. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible person.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 5, an employee at

a Mountain Avenue bank reported that a
male came into the bank to exchange
several $20 bills for the same amount of
$50 bills. According to police, the teller
was only given $680 worth of $20 bills
and told the customer that he needed
another $20 bill in order to complete the
exchange. The customer then took the
money back and exited the bank, police
said. According to authorities, the indi-
vidual is known for attempting similar
scams. The suspect is described as a male,
approximately five feet, 11 inches tall
with black hair, wearing a black leather
coat and blue jeans, police said.

Wednesday, December 5, Laurence
Paraboschi, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor-vehicle stop
for an unsafe lane change on Route 22.

Saturday, December 8, Boris O. Ro-
man, 36, of Passaic was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain brake lights.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, December 6, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one scratched her vehicle with a key.

Friday, December 7, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone entered
her vehicle and removed several dollars
worth of change.

Friday, December 7, a resident of War-
ren Street reported that someone broke
the front window of his house.

Saturday, December 8, a resident of
Sweet Briar Lane reported that an un-
known vehicle parked in front of his house,
which was later determined to be a stolen
vehicle out of Clark. According to authori-
ties, the vehicle was towed to the police
department and the owner was notified.

Saturday, December 8, two garbage
cans located at the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
High School football field were lit on fire.
According to police, the fires were extin-

guished by the fire department before any
damage was done to the field or the school.
The fire is being investigated as suspicious,
police said. See related story on page 1.

Sunday, December 9, a resident of Vic-
tor Street reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed an iPod valued at
approximately $100.

Monday, December 10, a resident of
Wood Road reported that someone broke
the window of his vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. Nothing was re-
ported missing, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 4, Lashonda N.

Jordan, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant.

Wednesday, December 5, sometime
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. a
blue, 2000 Honda was stolen from the 300
block of South Avenue. According to po-
lice, the incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 5, Bradley S.
Rodriguez, 24, of Bernardsville was ar-
rested after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for hindering apprehension by pro-
viding police with false information in
regards to his identity. Once they con-
firmed his true identity, police determined
that he had outstanding warrants out of
Basking Ridge and Westfield, for which
he was also charged.

Thursday, December 6, Hector D.
Herdoiza, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation on
Martine Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, Margoro
Malave, 56, of Elizabeth was arrested on
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark and warrants out of Elizabeth and
Woodbridge after a motor-vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, a business in the
500 block of South Avenue reported that a
male juvenile shoplifted from the store.
According to police, the juvenile has been
identified and an arrest is pending.

Sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, and 8 a.m. Sunday,
December 9 a resident in the 100 block of
North Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a stereo from his vehicle while it
was parked, unlocked in his driveway.

Sunday, December 9, Christopher C.
Brown, 59, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a chemical breathalizer test. He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult, police said.

Sunday, December 9, Rocio Osorio,
24, of Somerset was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, December 10, Raheen S. Byrd,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on outstand-
ing Plainfield, Greenbrook and Scotch
Plains warrants after a motor-vehicle stop
in the 100 block of South Avenue.

Tuesday, December 11 a resident of New
Providence reported that while a car was
parked in the 100 block of Farley Avenue
during the period between December 7 and
11, someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and removed a stereo system.

READING RAINBOW
Patrons entering the remodeled

Westfield Memorial Library at its
grand reopening on Sunday afternoon
saw brightly colored walls, new com-
puter stations and other upgraded fea-
tures.

The grand opening week that kicked
off on Sunday has included multiple
other events throughout the week, in-
cluding a harpist performance,
children’s jumble trunk show, balloon
artist and jazz and classical guitarist
performances.

Tonight, the library will host a
keyboardist from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

all photos by Karen Clarkson
for The Westfield Leader

No one was injured in the fire; the
school building received no damage.
The fire’s cause is under investigation.

The high school is currently con-
ducting its own investigation of the
cause of the fire within the student
body, according to SPFHS Principal
David Heisey said.

The Scotch Plains Police and Fire
Departments, as well as the Union
County Arson Squad and Crime Scene
Unit, arrived at the scene. The arson
squad took samples from the fire to
determine whether any flammable
agents were used to start the blaze.

By the time the fire was extin-
guished, a section of the aluminum
bleachers had melted, and the steel
frame of the bleachers was scorched.
The side of the steel storage con-
tainer, holding athletic equipment
belonging to the track and field and
football teams, bowed out from the
heat of the flames.

The heat from the fire also destroyed
the majority of the contents of the
container. “I would say that a conser-
vative estimate is $40,000 worth of
equipment. That’s not including dam-
age to the bleachers,” said SPFHS
track coach Jeff Koegel, estimating
the cost of the damages from the fire.

An official report of the damaged
inventory and its costs is currently in
progress. The results of the report
will “hopefully be available very
soon,” according to Mr. Heisey.

The fire destroyed the football
team’s tackling dummies and other
padded practice equipment. The track
and field team lost 39 pole-vault poles,
valued at approximately $300 each,
along with its supply of javelins.

“The board’s insurance will cover
the majority of the damage. In addi-
tion, if we should find the individu-
als responsible for the fire, we will
take legal action to recover any un-
covered costs,” District Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi said.

Mr. Heisey said the district’s in-
surance provider would hire a pri-
vate investigator to review the police
and fire reports before giving the
school compensation.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, con-
struction plans for the Turf-It project
will carry on without delay.

Mr. Heisey commented that, at
this point in time, it is too early to
determine the repairs the bleachers
require. He added that he hoped only
minor repairs to the melted sections
of the aluminum bleachers would be
necessary to fix the bleacher dam-
age.

Photographs of the damage can be
seen at goleader.com/photos.

Editor’s Note: Martin Sweeney, a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, writes for The Westfield
Leader and is an editor for The
Fanscotian, the SPFHS newspaper.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFHS Fire

be operated to “keep on top of what’s
going on with this specific property.”

Board member Mark Doherty sug-
gested six months from the present
date, a measure to which fellow board
member John Ryan agreed.Not all of
the members were in agreement: “I’d
like to see this neighborhood return to
its normal state as soon as possible,”
said Mr. Burslem in opposition.

On the issue of requesting approval
to retain signage, Mr. Ward said, “We
put the sales trailer at the very back of
the property. One of the signs in ques-
tion is actually on the sales trailer to
designate it.” Because the sales trailer
is largely “hidden,”  the board said,
and the sign is on the sales trailer,
they did not contest it.

Because of the hidden sales trailer,
Mr. Ward said he placed the second
sign close to the street to lead custom-
ers towards the trailer, saying it eases
traffic on Prospect Street: “Without
the sign, people were getting confused
and parking in the wrong areas. We
had people parking in the Trader Joe’s
parking lot, for example,” he said.

Mr. Heinbokel said he “liked the
idea of trying to remove some of the
traffic on Prospect Street.”

Mr. Burslem had the “strongest ob-
jection,” according to Mr. Heinbokel;
Mr. Burslem suggested placing the
sign in a less visible location, for put-
ting it in an highly visible location
could “set a bad precedent” and “start
a series of bad habits” related to signage
in the town.

To this suggestion, Mr. Ward answered,
“If I move the sign back, it would have
absolutely no purpose whatsoever.”

Town Planner Judy Thornton asked,
“Could we move the sign back at
all?” Mr. Ward responded, “No.”

The board decided to approve the
sign for a limited time only, up to six
months, like the stipulation for the trailer.

Additionally, Mr. Ward responded
to inquiries about the progress of the
construction. He said the “heavy

work” was “going on right now” for
the project but said it “should all be
done by the end of this week.” Con-
struction after that point would deal
more with interior aspects, such as
adding wood trims and tiling of the
bathrooms, he said.

The second major application the
board heard was on behalf of Joseph
Buontempo, regarding the 1016-1020
property on South Avenue West.

As his attorney, Robert Kraus, told
the board the building would be for
office use (first floor) and residential
apartments (second and third floors),
Mr. Buontempo interrupted, rising
from his seat. “What are you talking
about?” he asked. “The first floor’s
not just offices…it could be anything,
it could be retail.”

Mr. Heinbokel told Mr. Kraus and
Mr. Buontempo to “take a minute,”
and called for a break.When the hear-
ing resumed, Mr. Kraus said he
“double-checked the application that
was prepared 13 months ago,” and
“somewhere along the line, either I
messed up or didn’t get the message.”

“I have a real serious problem with
this,” Mr. Ryan said. “There’s traffic
patterns, parking situations and a lot
more information about how the prop-
erty will be used with retail,” he said.

“It’s a lot less intense if it’s office
buildings,” he continued. “If it’s re-
tail, the hours of duration are longer,
and it changes the dynamics.”

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
said, “I think you should stay with the
road that you were on,” adding that he
was “very, very concerned,” about
using the space for retail.

“It disturbs me greatly,” Mr.
Heinbokel said. “There was a com-
mon mindset here at the board — to
think that it’s different…our trust has
been broken.”

Mr. Kraus asked the board to con-
sider the application “as it was sub-
mitted — forget the retail.”

Still, not all members of the board
were at ease: “It makes me uncom-
fortable to vote for the professional
[first-floor plans] when Mr.
Buontempo has other plans,” board
member Maryalice Ryan said.

Mr. Heinbokel then posed the ques-
tion to the board, “How can we con-
trol [Mr. Buontempo] from putting in
retail?”

Mr. Loughlin said the “conditions as
you designate will be in the resolution and
will be as enforced as I can make them.”

The Buotempo application was ap-
proved with the stipulation that the
first floor be used for professional
office use only, as well as other re-
quirements about security and ap-
pearance of the property. All mem-
bers voted “yes” except Mr.
Heinbckel.

all of them will have nothing but the
most positive things to say,” said Mr.
Brand of his own experiences. “The
confidence he instilled in his
kids…that remains in people.”

“He’s someone who in his years
coaching high-school athletes has
touched more people than anyone
else I can think of,” he continued.

And despite the number of awards
or halls of fame he was inducted into,
“the kids were always the number one
priority for Gary,” Mr. Brewster said.

For all these reasons and more, “any
of the coaches here [at WHS] seek to
emulate what he did,” Mr. Brewster said.

“Gary Kehler is one of the three most
influential people in my life. And I am
one of hundreds of people who could
say the exact same thing,” Mr. Kapner
said. “I have a lifetime of memories.”

“He was my guru, my mentor, my
idol, he was all of that,” Mr. Tranchina
said. “He was one of the greatest men
I ever knew.”

Without Mr. Kehler, there will be a
“huge void,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden agreed, “This is a
great loss, and it really is a loss, for
Westfield.”

“You have no idea how big [this
funeral] is going to be,” Mr. Tranchina
said.

Finished Mr. Brand, “He was one
of a kind.”

showed coverage for medium-density
buildings, such as brick buildings found
at schools, another carrier with cover-
age for low-density buildings, such as
non-stone houses, then another with
outdoor or in-vehicle coverage.

“How do we know if there really is
a gap?” Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked. “We’re mixing
apples and oranges.”

“What is the benefit to our commu-
nity?” he questioned.

Mr. Pierson said the holes in cover-
age in the area, especially at Cranford
High School, Union County College
and Nomahegan Park, are “substan-
tial” and could cause a threat in case
of an emergency.

Mr. Hellenbrecht said students at
the high school are not allowed to use
their cell phones. Other residents in
the audience interjected that there are
emergency practices in place and there
are landline phones at the high school.

Later, resident Melanie Graceffo
said she found it important for stu-
dents to have cell-phone service at
schools in case of emergencies and
asked Mr. Pierson about the potential
coverage for all area schools.

“This application does not touch
schools in the south or east by Orange
Avenue,” Mr. Pierson said.

The county and opposition attor-
neys will have a chance to counter
Mr. Pierson’s testimony at the next
meeting, scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 28, board officials said.

Mr. Pierson also listed the other

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CELL NO...Cranford and Westfield residents attend the Cranford board-of-
adjustment meeting to oppose the proposed cell tower at the Cranford Swim Club.

properties the applicant approached
for the tower site: Nomahegan Park,
Dreyer Farms, Union County Col-
lege, Fairview Cemetery, Sunrise
Assisted Living, Church of Christ
Echo Lake, Lenape Park and the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.

“We’ve looked at every possible
place since 2002,” Mr. Pierson said.
He said Union County College and
Dreyer Farms declined to have the
cell tower located on their properties.

Mr. Albert said he would like to see
proof of the sites that said “no,” say-
ing he believed the applicant never
approached Dreyer Farms.

The board also asked for evidence
of the reasons behind those sites that
declined the applicant’s request. Westfield Firefighters

Run Annual Food Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30 is conducting
its 11th annual holiday food drive for
needy Westfield residents. The FMBA
extends appreciation to all who partici-
pated in last year’s program.

The organization will accept non-per-
ishable food items at Westfield Fire Head-
quarters at 405 North Avenue, West, until
9 p.m. on Friday December 28.

The FMBA will distribute donations to
those in need through local churches and
civic organizations.

In its first food drive in 1996, FMBA
Local No. 30 distributed holiday meals to
approximately 75 families in Westfield.
FMBA members in the past have donated
one turkey to each meal distributed; they
will do so again this year.
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Bd. Approves Cacciola App.
Lee, who lives across from the pro-
posed project, said, “I don’t like it.
It’s like the house isn’t on Cacciola.”

In terms of parking, zoning rules
require a development of this size to
have 14 parking spaces; the plan
submitted has 12. An additional space
on the street will result from re-
moval of an existing curb cut, ac-
cording to the applicant.

Other changes resulting from
board comments at the prior hearing
included reducing roof pitch to lower
the roof’s peak to comply with zon-
ing rules and the addition of a sub-
terranean storm-water retention ba-
sin at the rear of the property, with
overflow routed to the storm sewer
system. The applicant added deco-
rative roofs to the side units on
Cacciola Place to add visual interest
to the façade. The center unit, the
closest to the street, does not have
this treatment because the one-foot
setback from the sidewalk made it

impossible, the applicant said.
The property will be made up of a

combination of two existing lots. The
total lot area will be 10,580 square
feet, 3,650 square feet of which will
hold the building, the applicant said.
That represents 34.5 percent of the
property, versus the 25 percent per-
mitted under town ordinance. The
total area of improvements is to be
7,929 square feet, or 74.9 percent of
the property. Building coverage ex-
ceeds the town’s rules by 38 percent,
and total coverage of improvements
exceeds regulations by 49.8 percent,
according to the application.

The board requested additional “mi-
nor” changes, including installation of
motion-sensing lighting on the drive-
way and the removal of a proposed
fence from the front of the property.

Board member Mark Doherty
questioned the size of the develop-
ment cast the only vote against the
proposal.

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader
FIRE FALLOUT...On Saturday, a fire at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
athletic field caused damage to the aluminum stands. The fire also burned an
athletic-equipment storage container, causing an estimated $40,000 in damages.
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a picture’s worth a thousand words.
goleader.com/photos


