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Fran Willner

“The Artist”

found objects,

11” x 3”

2007

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Festival of Advent

Lessons & Carols

Sunday, December 9 at 11:15 A.M.
Special Prelude at 11:00 A.M.

with

The St. Paul’s Choir, Soloists &
members of

The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra

featuring works of Archer, Handel, Nestor, Poston,
Schubert & Vivaldi

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

There’s No Business Like
Washington School Show Business

School Seeks Alumni for 60th-Anniversary Performance

SOUNDS OF SWITZERLAND…
Members of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Alphorn Ensemble will
entertain holiday shoppers in down-
town Westfield this season. Directed
by Ted Schlosberg, the Alphorn En-
semble will recreate the sounds of the
Alps on three consecutive Thursdays –
today and December 13 and 20, from 7
to 8 p.m. in front of the Wachovia Bank
on the corner of East Broad and Elm
Streets.

photo of archives taken by Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
As it appeared in February 12, 1976: A rousing musical tribute to America’s bicentennial ended this year’s Grant School
play and brought audiences of over 2000 to their feet. The patriotic red, white and beautiful finale had the entire cast on stage
waving flags, with voices raised in song around a stirring tableau in the spirit of ‘76 with the Statue of Liberty, her torch raised
on high, and Uncle Sam doffing his tall hat. This “Revolutionary” comedy brought humor, action, lively music and dancing
in this original show, Who’s Afraid of George the Third? It was produced by Grant School parent and teachers organization,
whose members one month each year become “The Grant School Players.” Endless hours of effort go into producing such
a high-caliber show where talent peaks on-stage and off. All the hundreds of costumes were created by parents and teachers-
turned-seamstresses. The enthusiasm bubbled over into the audience in this bright and bouncy Bicentennial Celebration.

‘Papermates’ Display Works
At UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery

Jersey Mike’s Gets a Makeover

The Mural of the StoryThe Mural of the StoryThe Mural of the StoryThe Mural of the StoryThe Mural of the Story
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17

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield may have changed a bit
over the past 60 years, but one thing
has remained constant: the parents at
Washington Elementary School (and
previously the former Grant School)
continue to write, direct, produce,
choreograph and perform an original
show for their annual PTO fundraiser.
And to help celebrate the show’s 60th
year, all who were involved at any
point in its history are invited back to
perform together in a special “alumni
number” during three performances
over the weekend of January 25 and
26, 2008.

According to Monica Bergin, who
produces this year’s show along with
Susan Cook, Lois Walter and Charlie
Bowman, the original performances
began simply as a way to encourage
parents to attend PTO meetings at
Grant School.

It wasn’t until Grant School closed
to make way for the Westfield Memo-
rial Library that Grant’s families were
redistricted to Washington School and
brought the show along with them.

Alumni and former Westfield
mayor Bud Boothe and his wife, Gail,
described the show’s earlier years.

“The Grant School auditorium
wasn’t much bigger than your living
room,” Mr. Boothe said.

He explained the variety-type show
soon evolved into a “book show”
which followed a plot from begin-
ning to end. And as it became more
popular, the lack of space became an
issue, especially when a new parti-
tion wall was constructed through the
auditorium in the 1970s.

Mrs. Boothe was instrumental in
moving the show’s performance to
the much larger Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School auditorium, where it con-
tinues to be performed today.

“[The PTO] went to the board of
education with the idea, and it was
great because it gave us a bigger
audience, bigger stage, bigger every-
thing,” Mrs. Boothe said. “It was nice
to earn the extra money to give the
school, too.”

Ms. Bergin said nowadays the show
often sells out and typically raises
approximately $25,000 for Washing-
ton School.

Mr. Boothe recalled one of his fa-
vorites – All for the Kids – because it
contained lots of humor, a feature
frequently incorporated.

“There’s also always a line that
goes ‘Hi Muck, Hi Mire,’ Mr. Boothe
added. “I don’t know who started
that, but it’s usually preceded by some-
one saying they had to get through the
muck and the mire to get there.”

This year’s script writer, Tony
Cook, confirmed that traditional line
has been written into this year’s show,
entitled Ghostwriter. He also spoke
about the challenges of creating a

show that is both “adult and kid
friendly.”

“It has to have a certain number of
choruses, dance numbers, solos and
speaking parts so everyone who tries
out can do something,” Mr. Cook
said. “You also have to keep the whole
thing under two hours, including
music and intermission…It’s like
doing the Sunday crossword puzzle,
trying to fit it all together.”

Ms. Bergin said that approximately
150 parents participate in the show
annually, including those behind the
scenes.

Script selection takes place in May
or June for the show that will run the
following January. And while the
scripts are original, Ms. Bergin said
they are often peppered with pop cul-
ture references and songs.

Mr. Cook said this year’s show will
feature a few “American Idol,” “Danc-
ing with the Stars” and “Fame” scenes
and songs. He also said 60 years of its
history are delicately woven into the
script.

“I didn’t want it to be an obvious
thing, but we wanted to mention that
it was at Grant School for 29 years
and Washington for 31, and I wanted
to involve the library,” he said. “It’s
just really been a privilege to work on
it.”

Alumni Bruce Vasel, who has pre-
viously co-directed the show several
times, is in charge of directing this
year’s alumni number, a song and
dance medley of “That’s Entertain-
ment” and “There’s No Business Like
Show Business.”

“We’re pulling in all the old blood,”
Mr. Vasel said, citing two alumni,
Madeleine Lee and Dianne Mroz,
who have returned to choreograph.

He hopes to get at least 50-60
alumni to perform together.

“That’s the normal choral size, but
if we get 100, I’ll make sure we have
room for all,” he said. “I’m hoping it
will be the five minutes everyone
remembers from the show.”

The Boothes look forward to par-
ticipating.

“The show was our social life for
years,” Mrs. Boothe said.

“It’s always been great because you
don’t get a lot of egos,” Mr. Vasel
added. “Everyone is just happy to be
a part of it.”

Rehearsals for the show, which
Lucy Biegler and Mitch Slater will
co-direct, will begin in early January.

Alumni interested in participating
can contact Mr. Vasel at
bvasel@comcast.net. For more show
information, visit the Washington
School website at westfieldnjk12.org.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – “Papermates,” a
two-artist exhibit of mixed-media
work currently at Union County
College’s (UCC) Tomasulo Art Gal-
lery, focuses on handmade paper.

The exhibit showcases the work of
Lois Shapiro of Watchung and Fran
Willner of
Maplewood. The
two women teach
p a p e r m a k i n g
classes together at
the Visual Arts
Center of New Jer-
sey (NJCVA) in
Summit and at the
Newark Museum.

Ms. Shapiro
and Ms. Willner’s two-de-
cades-long history of artful collabo-
ration is the inspiration for the title of
the exhibit: “Papermates.”

In 1996, they curated NJCVA’s
“The Glove Project,” an exhibit of 70
bequeathed gloves transformed into
art, many created by New Jer-
sey female artists.

More recently, the two
women curated
“CHAIRS: Form Follows
Vision” at VACNJ. The
exhibit consisted of the
work of 25 New Jersey
artists who used the
chair as an artistic
medium.

In “Papermates,”
Ms. Shapiro and
Ms. Willner each
express a unique
perspective on
what most people con-
sider a commonplace and ordinary
item.

However, handmade paper, which,
according to the artists, originated in
ancient China more than 3,000 years
ago, has only been recognized as a
legitimate art form for less than 100
years.

Ms. Shapiro’s work borders on the

mystical, with a touch of the exotic.
She presents mixed-media works,
such as “The Shaman’s Box,” an al-
most-three-foot-long wall hanging,
and “Nefreteti’s Knapsack,” a purse
made of handmade paper and printed
with hieroglyphics.

Ms. Willner’s work, on the other
hand, hints of the whimsical.
Her contribution to the ex-
hibit consists of works such
as “Red Grande,” a mixed-
media creation of acrylic paint,
fabric, gold leaf and handmade
paper, as well as multiple small
sculptures incorporating feet.

Her quirky “Bird Woman” – a
bodiless half-woman, half-bird-
head perched atop a foot that is
perched atop a racecar – exem-
plifies her “fleet-of-foot” expres-
sions.

“The first thing that grabs the viewer
of this exhibition is how creative and
diverse these two artists are, even as
they use the same medium of hand-
made paper as the basis for most of
their art,” said Valeri Larko, director
of the Tomasulo Gallery.

“Fran Willner playfully
weaves Renais-

s a n c e
themes into

her work,
while Lois

Shapiro often
[references]

ancient Egyp-
tian themes and

gives them her
own twist. She

tends to work with
a more limited pal-

ette that concentrates
on rich earth tones,

white and black,” she
added.

In addition to their many group
shows, often together, Ms. Willner has
displayed solo shows at the Newark
Museum, Kean University and
Brandeis University. Ms. Shapiro has
also featured her work in solo fashion,

with shows at the Newark
Museum, the NJCVA in
Summit and the Print
Council of New Jersey in
North Branch, in addition
to other venues.

“Papermates” will be on
exhibit at the Tomasulo Art
Gallery on the Cranford
Campus of UCC until De-
cember 20.

The college is located
at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue. The exhibit is open
from Monday to Thurs-
day, 1 to 4 p.m., Tuesday
to Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m.,
and Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

The Tomasulo Art Gal-
lery is located on the first
floor of the Kenneth
Campbell MacKay Li-
brary. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7155
or log onto ucc.edu/go/
TomArt.

Lois Shaprio: “The Shamon’s Box,”

handmade paper, 34” x 13” x 5”, 2005

Fran Willner: “Bird Lady,” found objects, 7” x 4”, 2007

Children’s Specialized
Houses ‘Home and Abroad’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Although Westfield
resident and artist Linnea Rhodes has
drawn and painted for a number of
years, she has only recently begun
exhibiting her work in solo exhibits
in New Jersey.

In October, Mrs. Rhodes’s debut
solo exhibit, “At Home and Abroad”
appeared at The Artist Framer in
Cranford. The exhibit showcased a
collection of pen-and-ink, watercolor
and oil paintings inspired by the
artist’s travels both in the United States
and Europe.

The exhibit showcased scenes from
France, Italy, Greece, the Netherlands
and England, as well as New York and
Colorado.

The exhibit also included familiar
scenes from Westfield and Cranford,
such as Eastman Plaza and Quimby
and Elm Streets.

“I carry a digital camera and a jour-
nal for pen-and-ink sketches wherever
I go,” Mrs. Rhodes said, adding that
she creates her art using both.

She especially likes working on the
computer, as it allows her to enlarge
her photos and study their details.

Mrs. Rhodes majored in fine art at
Douglass College with a concentra-
tion in printmaking, etchings and li-
thography.

When she left the workforce to
raise her family, she started a small
business, creating fine-line pen-and-
ink drawings of homes in Westfield.

More than 10 years later,  she be-
gan painting in oils and, just last year,
according to the artist, she started
“enhancing her pen-and-ink sketches
with watercolors.”

She purposely draws in ink so that
she can’t start over.

“I think of myself as a self-taught
painter and because I have no training
in watercolors, I call my medium
‘water-colored pen-and-ink,’” she
said.

The transformation from pen-and-
ink to color has been an exciting one
for Mrs. Rhodes.

“I love exploring the influence of
light and shadow on color,” she ex-
plained, adding that she tries to re-
produce the lighting exactly as it ap-
pears on location and feels she best
does this with oils.

She has only recently started to
paint and draw the architectural de-

tails of older buildings, including
some in Westfield.

“[The architecture] is something
that is changing,” she commented.
“Some of the buildings that were there
a year ago are no longer there any-
more.”

Those who missed “At Home and
Abroad” will have a second chance to
explore Mrs. Rhodes’ work at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital, lo-
cated at 150 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, between December 8
and February 2.

This exhibit will showcase oil paint-
ings, water-colored pen-and-inks,
open-edition prints of Westfield and
Cranford scenes, photos from Eu-
rope and a few pen-and-ink sketches.

The public can view the exhibit any
time the hospital is open. Attendees
can access the exhibit through the
ambulance entrance at the rear of the
building.

Jane Bernstein to Visit
WF Town Bookstore
WESTFIELD – Carnegie Mellon

University professor (and ex-Union
County resident) Jane Bernstein will
visit the Town Bookstore in Westfield
to discuss her new book, “Rachel in
the World: A Memoir,” this  Saturday,
December 8, from 2 to 4 p.m. The
bookstore is located at 270 East Broad
Street.

The book chronicles ages 5 to 22 in
the life of Ms. Bernstein’s develop-
mentally disabled daughter, Rachel,
while Ms. Bernstein seeks social ser-
vices for the family.

Ms. Bernstein recently authored a
New York Times Magazine piece about
Rachel, that was adapted from the
book.

For more information,  contact the
bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

Cranford Library
Displays Teen Artwork

AREA – The 2007 Teen Arts Trav-
eling Exhibit is on display at the
Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue, from now
through January 4.

The exhibit consists of 60 pieces
of art selected from more than 600
visual-art works shown at the 2007
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College
in Cranford.

The Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs adminis-
ters the annual event.

The 2007 exhibit features local
artists, including Scotland Preston
of Mountainside’s Deerfield School,
Kevin Aubourg and Heather Pasko
of Scotch Plains’ Union County Vo-
cational-Technical School, Sayeed
Dean of Hillcrest Academy-South in
Scotch Plains, Bryan Chen and Dan
Mandelbaum of Westfield’s Edison
Intermediate School, Monica Sousa
of Westfield’s Beadleston High
School and Kathia Salguero of
Westfield’s Hillcrest Academy,
North.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth or call (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

goleader.com/
classifieds

The holiday concert
season is here –

InsideInsideInsideInsideInside

read up on
local groups
gearing up for
performances.
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