
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 6, 2007 Page 17

Gary Lewis

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

CREATIVE FRAMING & DESIGN • ORIGINAL ART

ART CONSULTATION • APPRAISAL & RESTORATION • UNIQUE GIFTS

JEWELRY TRUNK SHOWS • DECEMBER 15TH & 22ND

58 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908.232.3278
juxtaposegallery.com

“Steps of the Met”                           Helen Frank

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & 1/2 popcorns

No Country for Old Men, the Coen
Brothers’ latest meditation on the ran-
dom unseemliness that preoccupies
their minds, has a terrible ending. I’m
against it. But then, if this filmic anxi-
ety attack about a fellow who happens
upon $2-million worth of a fouled-up
drug deal weren’t so superb, the end-
ing wouldn’t much matter.

But it does matter. Because up until
that disappointing 11th hour, the film-
making freres are pitching a no-hit-
ter. Watching the action unravel as
Josh Brolin’s everyman desperately
tries to keep the jackpot he’s found,
we are set on the edge of our seats.
And with each new twist or turn,
names like Lumet, Hitchcock and De
Palma come to mind.

The desolate, mystifying west the
Coens are so fond of imagining, once
again, haunts. Roger Deakins’s cin-
ematography stunningly comple-
ments. But Javier Bardem as Brolin’s
pursuer, Anton Chigurh, takes the
cake. He is a sociopathic villain the
likes of which hasn’t reared its ugly
head on film since Jane Seymour’s
Cathy in East of Eden (1981).

So complete is Bardem’s portrait
of evil that it often overshadows the
great portrayal Brolin contributes as
the protagonist/adventurer. Llewelyn
Moss, like so many men of rare tal-
ent, has gone unnoticed. That is, until
this crucial moment in time. Whether
or not it’s his lucky break is just one
of the film’s numerous speculations.

Making it a troika of fine perfor-
mances, and more or less a conundrum
in itself, is Tommy Lee Jones’s depic-
tion of Sheriff Ed Tom Bell, narrator
and third-generation Texas lawman. He
is the genuine, rustic article. Investigat-
ing the murderous cat-and-mouse game
that ensues, he has a piece to say about
whither goest civilization.

There are two other powers that
have an interest in these sordid mat-
ters. Near ethereal in their omni-
scient monitoring of Llewelyn one is
simply known as The Mexicans. The
other, a Mr. Big (Stephen Root)
perched amid glass on the 14th floor,
is listed in the credits as “The Man
who Hires Wells.”

The reference is to Woody
Harrelson’s spicily conceived Carson
Wells, a private detective/soldier of
fortune. Like everyone else, he’s hard
to figure. The axiom “follow the
money” works here only as a rough
outline. Greed is too simple a mo-
tive, suggest the Coens.

We suspect that, to a man, these
players are worse than opportunists.

They are ideologues. Even Llewelyn
probably isn’t just thinking about the
money. We like this survivor. Maybe
he wants vindication. But when it
comes to unknown motivations,
Chigurh makes him seem like a piker.

This is one strange dude. He is
everything bad. An aberration...a dirty
splash of misdirected DNA, possibly
arrived to human form after an intern-
ship in Hell. Sometimes lumbering
like a monster, especially if healing
from fresh wounds, true to his nefari-
ous ilk, he lives to terrorize and ex-
ecute, but not before spouting some
judgmental nonsense.

He is empowered by his will to kill,
a vague weariness in his eyes – so
many people to murder, so little time.
And he has a companion. It is a self-
devised air gun, a killing machine he
totes like a teddy bear, like his botsy,
reminiscent of crazy Frank Booth’s
nitrous cocktail in David Lynch’s Blue
Velvet (1986). Gosh, he’s insane.

Via clever direction, only we know
the true extent of his madness. The
picture splices between Chigurh’s
dogged pursuit and Llewelyn’s equally
gritty evasion. The Man Who Hires
Wells asks Carson, “Just how danger-
ous is he?” To which Harrelson’s mer-
cenary responds, “Compared to what?
The bubonic plague?”

“Hmm,” we think. There’s more to
this than the surface story. There is
metaphor, simile, allegory and all those
other things Mr. Stamelman taught us
in English class. So bring your thinking
cap. And don’t believe there is only one
explanation to the story. When the Coens
deemed to toss us that paltry ending,
everything went back on the table.

Truth is, they’re too good to be at a
loss for a finale. You don’t go this far,
this perfectly, to sheepishly offer up
some unfinished symphony. Nay,
whether pretentious or ingenious,
there is method to their latest bit of
cinematic madness. Whereas a tradi-
tional conclusion would have settled
matters, it also would have closed the
philosophical door.

Hence, this is what I call a coffee-
table movie. You, the Mrs. and your
friends see it, mull it over dinner, and
then bring it home to hammer out
around the coffee table. So, clean up
a little. Buy those pastries  your friend
likes so much. And, keep an open
mind. You won’t be all-wrong when
you again opine, “It’s about life.”

* * *
No Country for Old Men, rated R, is

a Miramax Films release directed by
Ethan Coen and Joel Coen and stars
Javier Bardem, Josh Brolin and Tommy
Lee Jones. Running time: 122 minutes.
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No Country for Old Men:
All’s, Well, It Doesn’t End Well

Coffee With Conscience
Presents John Flynn
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series will con-
tinue its eighth season by presenting
award-winning singer/songwriter John
Flynn on Saturday, December 15.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue).

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., with
the concert beginning at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission is $16. All net proceeds from
the concert will be donated to the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey in Hillside.

New Jerseysinger/songwriter and
social activist Spook Handy will be
the opening act.

For more information about Mr.
Flynn, a songwriter and an activist,
see johnflynn.net. More information
about the Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series can be found at
coffeewithconscience.org.

Mid-Day Musicales Presents
Mother-Daughter Duo

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
third of its Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs for the 2007-2008 season with a
program by the mother-daughter duo
Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, so-
prano, and Barbara Thomson, piano,
on December 12 at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary on
Wednesdays during the church sea-
sons of Advent and Lent and are fol-
lowed by a soup-and-sandwich lun-
cheon available in the church social
hall for $5.

Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson has per-
formed in opera, oratorio and recital
venues. This year, she sang the role of
Musetta in La Boheme at the Sarasota
Opera and those of Miss Wordsworth
in Albert Herring and Antonia in Les

Contes d’Hoffmann at Opera North
in Lebanon, N.H.

Meredith has appeared as the so-
prano soloist in the Mozart Corona-
tion Mass with the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Her mother, organist Barbara
Thomson has concertized in the

United States and Europe.
Her performances have included

recitals at the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in Paris, the Riverside Church
and Trinity Church Wall Street in
New York, the National Presbyterian
Church and the Kennedy Centerin
Washington, D.C., the Sacred Heart
Cathedral Basilica in Newark, and
the Methuen Memorial Music Hall in
Methuen, Mass.

She has performed with the
Peabody Symphony Orchestra, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
the North Jersey Bach Festival.

She serves as the organist and di-
rector of music at the Congregational
Church of Westfield.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, soprano

Sounds of the SeasonSounds of the SeasonSounds of the SeasonSounds of the SeasonSounds of the Season
Community Band, EIS

Join Together for Concert
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Band and Edison Inter-
mediate School will join together to

St. Paul’s Celebrates
Festival Advent Service

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal church will present a Festival Ser-
vice of Advent Lessons and Carols on
Sunday, December 9, at 11:15 a.m.

The service will begin with a spe-
cial prelude at 11 a.m. In addition to
hymns and carols, the service will
include excerpts from Vivaldi’s
Magnificat, Handel’s Messiah and
Schubert’s Deutsche Messe, as well
as instrumental music of Telemann
and Vivaldi. The service will include
St. Paul’s Parish Choir, soloists and
members of the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra.

The Reverend Andrew Hamersley,
rector of St. Paul’s, will be the cel-
ebrant for this service. The public is
invited to attend.

St. Paul’s is located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield, across
from town hall.

For more information, call (908)
232-8506, extension 10, or e-mail
cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org.

present the 16th-annual holiday con-
cert sponsored by the Westfield Rec-
reation Department on Wednesday,
December 12, at 7 p.m. in the Edison
auditorium, located at 800 Rahway
Avenue.

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas
Connors, will perform a wide selec-
tion of holiday favorites, including
the “Suite from the Nutcracker Bal-
let” by Peter Tchaikovsky.

Performed around the world on a
yearly basis, the suite tells the
fairytale with well-known move-
ments such as the “Dance of the
Sugar Plum Fairy” and “Waltz of the
Flowers,” among others.

The program will include  classi-
cal selections such as “Emmanuel
Variants” by Robert Foster and
“Once in Royal David’s City” ar-
ranged by Phillip Sparks, along with
more traditional classics such as
“March of the Toys” by Victor
Herbert and “Christmas Music For
Winds,” arranged by John Cacavas,
which features an array of holiday
favorites.

The EIS Broadway Singers, di-
rected by Kristine Smith-Morasso,
will join the band in concert. The
Broadway Singers will perform a
collection of holiday songs to cel-
ebrate the festive mood of the sea-
son.

The Broadway Singers is an extra-
curricular choral group that performs
for a variety of area organizations,
including Children’s Specialized
Hospital and local nursing homes.

Concluding the evening’s concert,
the  Community Band will join the
Broadway Singers in performing Irv-
ing Berlin’s “White Christmas.”

This event is free to the public.
Westfield Recreation Department

Director Bruce Kaufmann sponsors
the Community Band.

For more information, visit
westfieldcommunityband.com or
call (908) 789-4080.

WF Symphony Hosts Annual
New Year’s Eve Celebration
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Symphony Orchestra (WSO), under
the baton of Maestro David Wroe,

Youth Chorus Holds
Holiday Performance
AREA – On Sunday, December

16, at 3 p.m., the New Jersey Youth
Chorus will perform its annual holi-
day concert at The Mayo Center for
Performing Arts in Morristown.

A portion of the proceeds will go
to the Morristown Memorial Hos-
pital to benefit its Center for Diabe-
tes.

Christine and Helen Daifotis of
Westfield, along with Claire Smith
of Berkeley Heights, perform with
the chorus.

The New Jersey Youth Chorus,
founded in 1992, is an auditioned
choral program for children in grades
4 through 12. More than 100 vocal-
ists come from almost 40 towns in
six New Jersey counties. The chorus
performs a range of choral literature
from music of the classical masters
to international folk music and gos-
pel.

The chorus regularly performs
with established musicians, includ-
ing collaborations with noted pro-
fessional organizations such as the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
and Canadian Brass.

will present its New Year’s Eve Cel-
ebration in the Westfield High School
auditorium on December 31 at 7
p.m.

This year’s performance, Hats Off
To Old Broadway, features Nat Chan-
dler (Scarlet Pimpernel, Phantom)
and other stars from the Broadway
stage. The night will serve as a revue
of American musical-theater clas-
sics, presented in symphonic splen-
dor.

Hats Off To Old Broadway gives
the audience an insight into the
wacky, tender, comic and tragic ele-
ments of musical theater, all rolled
up in cabaret style.

The WSO has designed the event
to serve as a family-friendly affair.
Adults will reminisce about songs
from the past, while kids enjoy some
of the more peculiar characters to
grace the Broadway stage.

Tickets for the event, which will
be performed at 550 Dorian Road,
cost $32 and $64 in advance ($40
and $70 at door). The show will end
at about 8:45 p.m.

For tickets or information, call the
WS) office at (908) 232-9400 or e-
mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org.

Those interested can visit WSO
ticket outlets – Fast Frame of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers of
Cranford and World of Music in
Summit.

Horn Performs
Dickens’ Reading

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School English teacher Peter Horn
will perform a dramatic reading of
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol” accompanied by music
teacher Bill Mathews and a chorus
of Westfield High School students
and alumni at 4 p.m. on Saturday,
December 15, at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street.

Donations support Grace’s
Kitchen in Plainfield. This ninth-
annual performance continues the
tradition of dramatic readings of this
story that began with Dickens him-
self.

NJWA Music Studio
Welcomes Gary Lewis

WESTFIELD – Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts
(NJWA), has an-
nounced that Gary
Lewis has joined the
staff of the Music Stu-
dio.

Mr. Lewis, a piano
instructor, holds both
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree with a concen-
tration in music his-
tory and literature
and a Master of Arts
degree in musical
composition from
Montclair State Uni-
versity.

As a faculty mem-
ber at the Montclair
Music Studio, Mr. Lewis taught pi-
ano, violin and music theory. An

organist and music director at Grace
Lutheran Church in Union, he is

also a member of the
Appraisers Associa-
tion of America.

The Music Studio,
located at 150-152
East Broad Street in
Westfield, offers vo-
cal and instrumental
lessons to both chil-
dren and adults, in a
variety of styles in-
cluding classical,
contemporary and
jazz.

For more informa-
tion or a complete
brochure, visit the
studios of the NJWA,
call the office at
(908) 789-9696 or

visit the studio online at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Premiere Stages Presents
Its Take on Dickens’ Classic
UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-

fessional Actors’ Equity Association
theatre-in-residence program at Kean
University, presents Humbug, a fam-
ily-oriented adaptation of “A Christ-
mas Carol” from December 13 to 22.

John Wooten, Premiere Stages’ pro-
ducing artistic director, has adapted
the work from Charles Dickens’ story.

Billed as “A Christmas Carol” with
a modern-day twist, Humbug, which
features a cast of 13, follows the story
of Eleanor Scrooge, an ambitious Wall
Street executive who has an aversion
to Christmas and an insatiable appe-
tite for power.

Locked in her office on a snowy
Christmas Eve, Eleanor is determined
to finish a corporate-takeover pro-
posal until three “advisors” provide
her with an eye-opening new appre-
ciation for the holidays and the spirit
of Christmas.

Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean
campus, located at 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

Tickets range from $15 to $25. For
show times, including matinees for
school groups, and tickets, visit the
Kean Stage box office at keanstage.com
or call (908) 737-SHOW. For groups,
call (908) 737-4077.

Westfield Student Musical
Performances Welcome the Public

WESTFIELD – The public schools’ fine-arts department invites the public
to this winter’s 18 musical concerts. About 2,500 students in kindergarten
through high school will perform. All concerts are free and begin at 7:30 p.m.

Address
800 Rahway Ave.
700 Prospect St.
301 Clark St.
800 Rahway Ave.
641 Willow Grove Rd.
700 Prospect St.
900 St. Mark’s Ave.
550 Dorian Rd.

301 Clark St.
800 Rahway Ave.
800 Rahway Ave.
301 Clark Str.t
1200 Boulevard
500 First St.
550 Dorian Rd.
301 Clark St.
800 Rahway Ave.

Performing Groups
Edison 6th-Grade Chorus & Band
Franklin Band
Wilson Band & Vocal at RIS
Elementary Stringfest I at EIS
Tamaques Band & Vocal
Franklin Vocal
Washington Band & Vocal
WHS Chamber Orchestra, Symphony
             Orchestra, & Jazz Band I
Roosevelt Concert 1
Edison 7th- & 8th-Grade Chorus & Orch.
Elementary Stringfest II at EIS
Roosevelt Concert 2
Jefferson Band & Vocal
McKinley Band & Vocal
WHS Choral Concert
Roosevelt Concert 3
Edison 7th- & 8th-Grade Band, Jazz Band

Date
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 11
Dec. 12

Dec. 13
Dec. 13
Dec. 17
Dec. 17
Dec. 17
Dec. 17
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Jan. 10

THE PAINTING’S ON THE WALL...Jersey Mike’s Subs on East Broad Street
boasts new murals on its walls after recently undergoing a makeover. The
sandwich shop, located where the old barbershop used to be, formerly had “bare”
green walls, owner Norman Greco said. He hired a painter to adapt vintage
photographs of Westfield and scenes from Point Pleasant, where the business
began in 1956, into murals. Mr. Greco said he wanted to add “a little more
character” to the shop.

all photos by Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times


