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Blue Devil Boys Are Hungry
For Another NJSIAA Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the current group of seniors
arrived at Westfield High School as
freshmen in September 2004, the boys
swimming team had won four of the
previous five state Public A champi-
onships, including three in a row from
2002-2004.

But while they have experienced
much success, including three Union
County championships, and gone up
against just about every top team in
the state over the past three years, a
state championship has eluded this
group … so far.

As freshmen, WHS lost in the sec-
tional final to eventual state champion
Bridgewater-Raritan on a tiebreaker
after battling to an 85-85 tie.

The following year, Bridgewater
again won the sectional title, pulling
out the meet on the final event.

And last year, WHS got past B-R in
the sectional final, only to lose in the
state final to Cherry Hill West, again
on the final relay.

Three years, three heartbreaking
endings.

But there’s always next year, and
next year is almost here. And second-
year coach Jeff Knight thinks he’s got
the kind of talent that can make a run
at state title No. 21.

“We are coming into this season
hungry,” he said. “For all the guys
who are returning, last year’s trip to
the state final was a new and educa-
tional experience. But it left them
unfulfilled, being that close to what
we set out to do and not being able to
finish the job. This year we want to
get to that next rung on the ladder and
bring No. 21 back to Westfield.”

The Blue Devils are the winningest
swim program in the state with over
700 victories and have won 20 state
championships, the most of any pub-
lic school. WHS definitely doesn’t
lack for talent this winter. There are
some super-solid veterans, and plenty
of outstanding veterans among the 27
returnees. And there are also 11 new-
comers, including seven freshmen.

“We have talent throughout, with
some new additions coming on
board,” Knight said. “And we have a
good corps of leaders, fronted by
captains Matt Blutfield, Matt Green,
Matt Haddad and Jon Holt.”

In addition to the captains, there are
seven other seniors, with Matt
Gelmetti, Luke Granstrand, Mike Kane
and Mike Rediker all veterans of past
state finals and high pressure meets.

Blutfield is one of the top
butterflyers and breaststrokers in
school history, while the versatile

Green has developed into a top-notch
sprinter. Haddad (distance free) and
Holt (sprints, fly) are battle-tested.
Granstrand, in just his second year of
swimming competitively, is a poten-
tial county champion in the back-
stroke. Gelmetti (free, breast, IM),
Kane (back) and Rediker (sprints)
provide quality depth and all are
proven lane leaders.

Leading a very solid junior class is
Chris DeLaFuente, one of the best
swimmers to ever attend WHS and a
2007-2008 Academic All-American.
“Dee-Lah” is already on the WHS Top
15 All-Time List in the 200-IM and
100-butterfly, and this winter figures
to add the 200-, 100- and 500-
freestyles, along with the 100-breast-
stroke. Classmates Max Blum (free,
IM), Justin Lo (sprints), Matt Morgan
and Evan Paulan all have extensive
big-meet experience. Pat Fringer, Ryan
Gradel, Chris Joyce, James Kazazis,
Jake Lang and Rich Polini all showed
much improvement last year.

Matt Meserole and Mike Oster are
the big guns in the sophomore group.
Meserole posted the fastest freshman
100-backstroke time in the state last
year (54.73) and also helped in free,
IM and butterfly. Oster was a freestyle
specialist, all distances, and can also
help in strokes. Versatile Andrew
Cordeiro, John Taylor and Yixiao
Wang all “got their feet wet” last year.

While it’s still a little early to know
for sure about the freshmen, Larry
Zhang has been an age-group standout
at the Westfield Y for years, mainly in
the butterfly and breaststroke, while
Mike Blutfield is the younger brother
of one of the captains, and Nick Boyle
brings some outstanding credentials
from his younger days.

The schedule is the same as the
girls, with relatively easy meets against
Plainfield, East Brunswick, Kearny
and Union to start the season.
Bridgewater-Raritan comes to the
Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool on De-
cember 20 for the first in a string of six
consecutive big meets. The January
schedule includes St. Peter’s Prep
(January 4, when the girls swim Im-
maculate Heart), Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (January 15), at Hillsborough
(January 17), St. Joseph of Metuchen
(January 22, when the girls swim
Mount St. Mary) and at the
Lawrenceville School (January 26).

The last time WHS went three straight
years without a state championship was
1997-1998-1999. That ’99 team also
saw the school’s 42-year win streak at
counties ended. And things weren’t
looking too good for the 1999-2000
team after Shawnee came to town in

late December and put a 116-54 hurting
on the Devils. At the time, that was the
worst loss in school history.

But, amazingly, that team re-
grouped and rededicated itself to work
even harder. Led by seniors Matt
Cahill, Chris Driscoll, Scott
Kautzmann, Paul Kolterjahn, Kyle
McCloskey and Turner Yevich, the
Devils nearly beat St. Joe (86-84) and
started to turn it on in February. After
rolling to the county title, WHS really
peaked in the state tournament, shock-
ing Bridgewater-Raritan (86-84) in
the state semifinals and then pulling
off the upset of the ages in an 89.5-
81.5 victory over a powerhouse
Cherry Hill East team that had elimi-
nated Shawnee. Yes, the same
Shawnee that beat WHS by 62 points
just two months earlier.

In those two meets, WHS swim-
mers posted an unheard-of 95 per-
sonal-best times out of 120 swims, 50
against Bridgewater and then 45 more
just 72 hours later against CH East.

“Bridgewater and Cherry Hill East
were both way more talented than us,
at least for 364 days and 23 hours,”
former coach Bruce Johnson said.
“But we were the better team for the
hour of those meets. And that’s all
anybody is ever going to remember.”

That performance set the stage for
the three-year run that began in 2002.
And that kind of performance doesn’t
just happen by accident. It is the result
of hard work and focus. For the
Westfield boys swimming team, it’s
the simple rule of aquabots: HW+F=21
… or, hard work plus focus equals
another run at a state championship.

“The guys are a hard-working
group,” Knight said. “I can already
see that the focus is there for us to
make a run deep into February.”

SPF Swim Girls Are Seasoned,
Boys Are Young but Talented

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If it’s true that a team will go as far
as its seniors will take it, things are
looking pretty good for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
swim team this winter but fielding one
of the youngest boys’ teams of her
coaching tenure will not change the
way Raider Head Coach Jess Hulnik
approaches the 2007-2008 season.

Coach Hulnik is blessed with eight
senior girls, four of whom are among
the best swimmers in school history:
Becca Fox, Melissa Helock, Mary
Henkels and Kate Johnson. Add in
Avery Boettcher, Katelyn Cavanaugh,
Kim Kliesch and Jackie Lenoff and
there’s plenty of reason for optimism.

Fox has been an outstanding IMer,
breaststroker and freestyler and
Helock, when healthy, is as solid as

anyone in the IM, fly and freestyle.
Henkels is a top-of-the-line
backstroker and strong in sprints, and
Johnson is the same. And Cavanaugh
has been a contributor in the breast-
stroke.

“The girls are very versatile, and
we seem to have a lot of depth, too,”
Hulnik said.

The junior class of Arielle Brown,
Ashley DeShields, Kate Flor-
Stagnato, Amanda Gianni, Cheryl
Montiero, Annie O’Halloran (sprints),
Mary Poillon, Kim Rizzo (distance
free), Bridget Sanmaritano, Jenna
Snodgrass, Julia Weigel and Alyssa
Weinberg will provide much of that
depth Hulnik mentioned.

Almost as talented as the senior
group is the sophomore class, which
features returning county breastroke
champion Kelsey Rossi (also

freestyle), Stephanie Baliko (breast),
Becca Dunn (IM, fly, breast), Kelly
Gajdizsz (distance), Leigh Kwansy,
Kim Many (free) and Perry Sandrock.

There are six freshmen who, once
they get their feet wet, will be counted
upon: Ana Bogdanovski, Nicole
Buzzanca (free), Jen Cua, Allison
Koransky, Jillian Leahy (free) and
Emily Skaar (free).

Many of these Raiders were on the
teams in 2005 and 2006 that brought
home state championships. And
there’s quite a bit of talent, for sure.

“Our goals are usually the same
every year, and that’s to do well at the
county championships and go as far
as we can in the state tournament,”
Hulnik said.

There are only three seniors on the
boys’ team, captains Sean Dolgin (dis-
tance free), Brian Pesin (IM, breast)
and Matt Plagge (sprints, breast).

“We still would like to do well at
counties and states,” Hulnik said.

But there is plenty of returning
talent in a strong junior class, and it
would appear there is help for the
future in the freshman group.

Leading the Class of 2009 is versa-
tile Zach Peart, who specializes in the
IM and backstroke, for SP-F but can
also handle most any stroke well. He’s
been among the county’s best
backstrokers since he was a freshman.

Jon Kosenick will definitely help in
the sprint freestyle and the backstroke,
while Ryan Brown handles the sprints
and butterfly. And Eric Walker (dis-
tance free, fly) really came a long way
last winter and could be a major force.

The other juniors are Dorian
Bogdanovski, Sean Lockier, Alex
Nieto and Pete Weigel.

Versatile Mike Henkels is the main
man in the sophomore group, giving
Hulnik an outstanding freestyler and
butterflyer. His classmates include
Max Kachalov, Zach Koch, Andrew
Van Haastever and Albert Wu.

If the freshman class produces as
much as Hulnik anticipates, this could
be a pretty solid year for the Raiders.
Greg Faverau (IM, free), Mike Pesin
(free, back), Mike Rizzo (fly, breast)
and Jason Shaub (sprints, back), along
with Conor Lockier, should all be
contributors.

The schedule includes Oratory,
Pingry, St. Peter’s Prep, archrival
Westfield, Bridgewater-Raritan and
north Jersey power Rutherford, so
SP-F will be battle-tested by the time
the state tournament arrives.

“Things change a lot between No-
vember and February,” Hulnik said.
“We have a lot of versatility, and I think
our freshmen will help us quite a bit.”

Blue Devil Girls to Prepare
For Interesting Swim Season
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she said, “and next to the yardage
total I put a little message that said,
‘This is the easiest practice you’ll
ever have … don’t get used to it.’
When they were getting out of the
water a couple of them asked me if I
was kidding about the easiest prac-
tice. I just smiled and said, ‘Abso-
lutely not.’ I’m expecting a lot of
them this year.”

Smith, who is big on dry land work
and running in addition to wet work,
has been impressed by her team’s
work ethic, for the most part. And
despite a June graduation that took
the strongest class in WHS girls swim-
ming history, there is a solid nucleus
back, with a nice mix of youth and
experience.

Alexi Kuska and Liz Hawkins are
the captains, and both have been
battle-tested over the past three years.
Kuska will graduate as probably the
best female swimmer in school his-
tory. She has the school record in the
200-freestyle, and had the 100-free
mark at one point.

She also will likely break the 500-
free mark soon and could be on relays
that break all three school marks.
Hawkins has been an outstanding
sprinter and backstroker and is a “big
meet specialist.” Others seniors are
Devon Giordano, Annie O’Neill and
Cat Winchester.

Catherine Maguire, Steph Albright
and Lauren Sullivan lead the juniors.

Maguire turned in the seventh fastest
100-breaststroke in school history last
year (1:10.97), while Albright was a
double winner (200, 500 free) in the
state semifinals against Ridgewood
and Sullivan has been a very depend-
able sprinter.

The sophomore class, while not
quite on the level of the ’07 group yet,
is one of the best groups WHS has
ever had. Suzanne Lemberg holds the
school 100-free record, is just .14 of
a second from breaking the 50-free
and also figures to smash the 100-
butterfly mark. Meredith Smith (free,
back, IM) is another BMS (big meet
specialist), and classmates Kate
Heffernan (breast), Kelsey Wilson
(IM, fly, free), Emily Budnick
(sprints), Elaine Anderson (sprints)
and Kyle Higgins (distance) all were
keys to last year’s state title.

Freshmen are sometimes unher-
alded, but WHS has at least three who
figure to help: Becky DeLaFuente,
Allie Rose and Olivia Scrofani.

Smith, who ranks among the all-
time greats at WHS in the IM (third,
2:12.33), 100-fly (second, 59.33) and
100-breast (second, 1:08.03), is set-
ting the bar very high.

“These girls definitely have the
heart,” she said. “And, with a little bit
of work, OK, with a lot of work, I don’t
think we’ll be beat. Just being around
them and talking with them, I’m con-
fident we’ll win another state title.”

Morawski Girls Get
All-State in Tennis

Westfield High School Blue Devils
Kim and Melissa Morawski, who fin-
ished with a 21-1 record at first doubles,
have been selected to the All-State Sec-
ond Team in girls tennis by The Star-
Ledger. Kim and Melissa, who helped
the 17-4 Blue Devils, under recently
retired Head Coach Ed Tirone, capture
their third straight Union County Tour-
nament, were also selected to the All-
Group 4 First Team, as well as to the
Union County (UC) First Team.

Blue Devils Samantha Borr and Tara
Criscuolo were named to the All-UC
Second Team, while Debbie Wu and
Amanda Simmons and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider Alex Szcuka were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

Kimberley A. Haley 
www.KimHaley.com 
Direct Line 908.301.2004 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 

New stately Center Hall Colonial on park like property in Wychwood.  K. Hovnanian Classics 
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.  Amenities 
include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 
bedrooms, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out lower level w/Media Room, 

Office & full bath.                                                                                Offered for $1,795,000

Spacious and pristine Cape Cod home with the feel of a Colonial set on a level property on a 
quiet Mountainside street.  This fine home offers three bedrooms, a newer Eat-in Kitchen, 
screened porch and a sun filled Living Room underlain by hardwood floors and warmed by a 
wood burning fireplace with classic mantle.      

                                                                                                  Offered for $479,000 

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the Gardens.  This 
charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood burning 
fireplace and classic wooden mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new 
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools and NYC 

transportation.                                                                                         Offered for $699,000

New Victorian w/stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality craftsmanship 
throughout its 6 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms.  The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined w/
all of today’s amenities & conveniences offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Mouser 
Kitchen, adjacent Family Room w/fireplace & Master Bedroom Suite w/luxurious bath.                                                      

       Newly Repositioned at  $1,499,000

Custom built in 2002, this brick Colonial offers 5 bedrooms and 4 baths.  It boasts quality 
craftsmanship throughout its 11 rooms.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet eat-in 
Kitchen with center island & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, 
first floor Bedroom suite and finished basement with Recroom and Office/Exercise Room. 

                                                                                               Offered for $1,049,000 

New Colonial nestled on park like property on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac.  This fine home 
offers endless upgrades including a gourmet eat-in Kitchen with center island, Wet bar/Butler 
pantry, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, first floor Family 

Room and laundry, 2-car garage and more!                                                                           
          Offered for $1,249,000

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD 217 EVERGREEN COURT, MOUNTAINSIDE 561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD 1468 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD 731 HARDING STREET, WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM
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