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Personalized Video and DVD

Sports Recruiting – Family Biographies

Special Events – Video Montages

Boomerang Video – (908) 447-4594

boomervid.com

Town Seeks Public’s Input
On WHS Principal Search

WESTFIELD – The Westfield pub-
lic-school district continues to en-
gage in an extensive search process
for Westfield High School’s (WHS)
new principal.

Dennis Fyffe, who will complete
his two-year interim term next June,
currently serves as principal of the
high school.

Human Resources specialist Bar-
bara Ball has invited community
members to respond to the district’s
online survey at westfieldnjk12.org/
whsprinsurvey to share their ideas
about attributes that the new princi-
pal should possess and discuss the
future direction of WHS. The re-

sponses will remain anonymous.
The deadline for responses to the

survey is Monday, December 10, at 3
p.m. A report summarizing the sur-
vey results will be presented at the
board of education (BOE) meeting
on Tuesday, December 11, at 8 p.m.

The BOE’s long-range planning
committee chairman, Beth Cassie,
has said that the survey responses will
help in the creation of a profile, which
will then be utilized to generate inter-
est from qualified candidates.

Those interested can obtain hard
copies of the survey in the school/
community-relations office, Room
201, at 302 Elm Street.

Conference to Inspire Girls
Toward Entrepreneurship

COUNTY – Cranford-based North-
east Planning Corporation, in part-
nership with The Guardian Life In-
surance Company of America, will
present the first-ever Girls Going
Places Entrepreneurship Conference
in New Jersey.

The conference hopes to encour-
age financial literacy and educate
young women ages 12 to 18 about
entrepreneurship and financial inde-
pendence.

Students from middle and high
schools in more than 10 towns in
Union County, including Westfield,
have registered to attend the confer-
ence, which will take place today,
December 6, at Kean University from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

More than 30 successful local
women business owners and profes-
sionals will share their ideas and ex-
periences as conference mentors. At-
tendees will play “Hot Company,” a
board game that introduces girls to
the advantages and challenges of
owning one’s own business.

They will also participate in a mar-
keting exercise called “Product-in-a-
Box,” in which they will design a
product and present a marketing plan.

“We hope that by giving these girls
an opportunity to interact with these

accomplished entrepreneurs, we will
empower them to follow in their foot-
steps and create the successful
women-owned businesses of the fu-
ture,” Emily Viner, field vice presi-
dent of individual markets at
Guardian’s New York office, said.

Recently, Guardian Life opened up
the 2008 Girls Going Places Entre-
preneur Award Program. The pro-
gram is a national competition for
girls 12 to 18 who started their own
businesses. The group is currently
accepting nominations.

For more information, call Pat
Comforti at (908) 709-0020, exten-
sion no. 184.

TV-36 to Air Upcoming
Holiday Concerts

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) Blue Devil TV-36 will
air the school’s holiday concerts live
on consecutive Wednesdays in De-
cember.

On December 12, viewers can tune
in at 7:30 p.m. for an instrumental
concert featuring WHS’s chamber or-
chestra, symphony orchestra and jazz
band.

Also, the annual Westfield High
School winter choral concert will be
broadcast live at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, December 19.

Woman’s Club Sends
Shoeboxes to Military
WESTFIELD – Members of the

International Affairs Department of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield con-
tinue to work towards the club’s mili-
tary shoebox project.

The women fill empty shoeboxes
with cookies, candies, small books
and personal items, all of which are
sent to military men and women sta-
tioned in the Middle East.

The gift boxes are mailed through
the help of the American Legion Inc.
Martin Wallberg Post 3 in Westfield.

NOT FORGOTTEN...Members of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield pack
shoeboxes to send to soldiers in the
Middle East. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Eleanor Smith, Sally
Brown, Phyllis Snyder, Nina Foley
and Cindy Neivert.

Tuesday, December 11th
7:00pm

Please join us for an open discussion on managing and 
helping our loved one’s battling Parkinson’s disease.

Support Group for Caregiver’s Managing 
Parkinson’s Disease

Enjoy a
at Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Join us to learn something new and meet our staff. Find out about Assisted 
Living and all the wonderful amenities, services and individualized care options 

available every day at Sunrise of Westfield.

Please RSVP for this event or call for more details.

READ ALL ABOUT IT... It was standing-room only Monday night at the Clark
Barnes & Noble for McKinley Elementary’s annual “Principal’s Reading Night.”
This event was one of many created by Principal Claudia Andreski, pictured, to
help raise funds for the visiting authors series sponsored by McKinley School.
Principal Andreski’s animated and lively interpretation of each story further
proved that reading is a fun and interactive activity to enjoy with the whole family.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

The True Nature of Giving
By SARA BIRKENTHAL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many high school students can
speak first hand about the personal
rewards associated with community
service. Serving one’s community at
a young age can help foster a life-
long spirit of volunteerism. There
are innumerable outlets provided on
the local, state, national and interna-
tional levels for contributing actively
to the cause of your choice.

In my opinion, the most valuable
thing about serving my community
and helping those less fortunate than
myself is knowing that I am doing
these things because I feel it is right
to be doing them. We should all act
in accordance with our unique moral
convictions. Therefore, if you feel
truly driven to do community ser-
vice from the bottom of your heart,
then get involved in your activities
of choice. There has never been a
better time to do something thought-
ful, whether on a small scale or a
large one.

When schools mandate commu-
nity service programs or community
service curriculums, students often
forget that they should volunteer for
genuine reasons. We should become
involved in our communities because
we want to, not because we are man-
dated to do so. High school students

should not be obligated to count the
hours they spend “doing good.” These
positive community actions should
be self-determined and for one’s per-
sonal fulfillment, rather than for an
arbitrary requirement. We should not
be instilled with the notion that com-
munity service is “mandatory” be-
cause its voluntary nature is what
makes it admirable. Community ser-
vice is not time spent because you
must do so; it is time spent because
you choose to do so.

There are many opportunities for
students to become involved in giv-
ing back to the community during
the holiday season as well as through-
out the rest of the year. If community
service is mandated by the board of
education, I fear that it will gain
negative stigma and be seen as more
of a “chore” than as a pleasure. In
previous decades, learning was a
pleasurable activity for young schol-
ars, until schools made learning into
more of a competition than a pursuit
of personal knowledge. It would be a
shame to see community service fall
to the same hopeless fate. If any-
thing, a community service curricu-
lum mandated by the board of educa-
tion risks turning students away from
something valuable on all levels. Is it
wrong to believe that volunteering
should remain completely voluntary?

Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Performers

Sun Dec 9  2 - 4 pm Harpist, Kristy Chmura 
Sun Dec 9  3 - 4:30 pm       Jumble Trunk Show with 
    Sarah & Kapila 
Mon Dec 10 3:30 - 5:30 pm Mark Dolson, Balloon  
    Artist 
Mon Dec 10 7:00 PM Jazz Guitarist 
Tues Dec 11 7:00 PM          Harpist, Merynda Adams 
Thu  Dec 13 7:00 PM          Keyboardist 

Enjoy these performances and more throughout the week! 

A series of  special performances will take place through-
out the week of  Sunday December 9 in celebration of  the 
Westfield Memorial Library Grand Re-opening. 

W e s t f i e l d  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  
GRAND RE-OPENING CELEBRATION 

              CELEBRATE 
Sunday, December 9        

               1 - 5 pm

CELL-ICIOUS…Sixth graders in Nisha Tamhankar’s middle-school science
class at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School crafted models of cells using edible
materials like leftover Halloween candy and even pancakes. Pictured above,
Moenika Chowdhury and George Minnium examine each other’s edible cells.

CRANFORD – Learn & Serve
America (LSA), a state government
organization that re-grants federal
funds, awarded the Cranford public-
school district a $5,263 service-learn-
ing grant.

These funds are in addition to the
$78,000 in service-learning monies
awarded to the school system by LSA
for the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008
school years, as well as $50,000 in
grants awarded in prior years.

“Our relationship with LSA —
grounded in our mutual commitment
to service-learning — is strong,”
Stephen Izzo, Cranford’s manager of
grants and special programs, said.

“We appreciate its continued sup-
port of our service-learning goals and
programs,” he added.

The most recent grant will help
fund educational technology to in-
crease the connection students have
to their teachers, each other and the
community.

Specifically, interactive
smartboards will be placed in selected
classrooms to enable teachers to
project images from their computers
onto interactive and touch-sensitive
displays.

The original two-year award and
additional funds secured from LSA
help the district more closely inte-
grate service-learning into the cur-
riculum of four schools – Cranford
High School, Livingston Avenue
School, Walnut Avenue School (WAS)
and Brookside Place School.

This month, Cranford High School
(CHS) will hold its third
“HolidayFest,” through which hun-

Cranford District Wins
Service-Learning Grant

dreds of third-, fourth- and fifth-grade
students from the Lafayette Street
Elementary School in Newark will
join CHS ninth to 12th graders and
teaching staff for a day of interactive
activities, performances and relation-
ship-building.

In the spring, Lafayette, in turn,
will host a group of CHS students for
a comparable day.

Brookside Place School will con-
tinue its Stamp Out Hunger Program.
During holidays, emergencies and in
the spring, students will collect food
and provide it to needy Cranford resi-
dents through Cranford Family Care.
Students also will donate gift certifi-
cates, cards, letters, meals, placemats,
eating utensils and other handcrafted
items to local residents in need.

For questions about the LSA grant
and other special programs, contact
Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207 or
izzo@cranfordschools.org.

McKinley PTO Hosts
‘Shop ’Til You Drop’
WESTFIELD – The McKinley El-

ementary School PTO will sponsor its
once-a-year “Holiday Shopping Day”
event, designed for shoppers of all ages,
from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. on
Friday, December 7, in the McKinley
School gym, located at 500 First Street.

The event will feature a variety of
vendors offering a selection of gift

items such as home goods, jewelry,
designer jeans, children’s clothing,
accessories and more.

Proceeds from this event will benefit
the McKinley School PTO, which, over
the years, has used funds to purchase
new playground equipment, comput-
ers and smart boards for the school, in
addition to helping offset the cost of
field-trip transportation for students.
Refreshments will be served while
shoppers take part in the experience.

For information, call event Chair-
man Drew Escaldi at (908) 301-0917.

SHOP-AHOLICS...McKinley School
will host its “Holiday Shopping Day”
event, designed for shoppers of all ages,
from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. tomor-
row, December 7, in the McKinley gym.

SP’s Forman Enrolls
At Dartmouth College
SCOTCH PLAINS – Matthew

Forman of Scotch Plains has enrolled
as a member of the Class of 2011 at
Dartmouth College.

Matthew is the son of Bruce and
Donna Forman.

14 Endor Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey 

Open House Sunday December 9th, 1:00—4:00PM 

Resting at the end of a Wychwood cul-de-sac, this delightful Ranch embraces 
you with hardwood floors, moldings, and custom built-ins. The living room, 
the family room and updated eat-in kitchen reveal an inviting ambiance. The 
enclosed porch offers a marvelous view of the English style gardens. Other 
highlights are nice sized bedrooms and ample closet space. Presented for 
$695,000. Dir: Woodland to Wychwood to Endor 

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


