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Hadassah Chapter Sets
Chanukah Party Date
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its an-
nual Latkes and Literature Chanukah
Party on Monday, December 10, at
noon at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Members will be treated to home-
made potato pancakes, a food tradi-
tionally eaten during the eight days of
Chanukah. Additionally, chapter
member Dorothy Ehrich, who is in
charge of the Temple Emanu-El Li-
brary, will speak about new young
Jewish writers.

Mrs. Ehrich will give her recom-
mendations of the latest books by
these writers. For more information
about this program, call Jeanne
Goldstein at (908) 232-3308.

Hypertension Clinics
To Conclude For 2007
SCOTCH PLAINS – The final

monthly hypertension (blood pres-
sure) screening clinic for 2007 spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Health
Department will be held on Tuesday,
December 11, from 10 a.m. to noon
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

These clinics are open to all town-
ship residents. Individuals who have
not had their blood pressure checked
recently, and particularly those who
smoke, are overweight or have a
family history of hypertension, heart
disease or diabetes, are encouraged
to attend.

 The schedule for the coming year
will be published early in 2008. For
more information, call (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 306.

Rosary Society Posts
Christmas Party Date
WESTFIELD – The Rosary Soci-

ety of the Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Churches will hold
their annual Christmas party on
Thursday, December 13, at noon.

The celebration will take place at
St. Helen’s Parish Center, located at
the corner of Rahway Avenue and
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Let All of Us Pledge to Do
Better In the Coming Year
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

In the Jewish tradition, the end of
one year and the beginning of another
is a time devoted to personal reflec-
tion and contemplation of our faults
and failures; a time when we resolve
to improve ourselves morally and ethi-
cally. This is known in Hebrew as
heshbon hanefesh, literally an “ac-
count of the soul.”

We are to consider the meaning of
our lives and our relationships with
others; we are to strive to repair the
hurts we have caused and live in order
to better the world around us. This is
a difficult, but necessary, process if
one is to grow and learn.

The month of December provides
all of us with the same opportunity to
consider the year that is coming to an
end, and should prod us to a renewed
sense of moral and ethical obligation
in the coming year. Not only person-
ally, but as a society we should strive
in the coming year to be better than
we have been. To that end, I offer a
few thoughts about the coming year:

To our elected political leaders:
We, the people you represent, de-
mand ethics and integrity from you,
and you have sorely failed us. Too
often, you sell your office and influ-
ence to the highest bidder, and ignore
the needs of your constituents who
put their trust in you. In the coming
year, we expect you to conduct your-
selves with the highest standards of
morality and honesty. We expect you
to spend your time doing the people’s
work, stop pandering to the worst
impulses within us and be faithful
guardians of the public trust. In 2008,
may you find your conscience.

To our religious leaders: Too often,
we (and I surely include myself in
this) have been silent in the face of
growing injustice in our society. The
growing gap between rich and poor,
the threat to God’s precious earth, the

use of war and aggression, all fall
squarely in the realm of the Hebrew
Bible and the New Testament, and yet
we have not yet found our voice. Our
fear of being labeled “liberal” or “con-
servative” has made us forget that
God knows no political party, and
righteousness does not reside within
one political philosophy. In 2008, may
we find our voice.

To we who are parents of children:
Our children do not need new cars
and electronics as much as they need
love, attention and, yes, boundaries.
Our children need to be able to deal
with the obstacles and challenges
that will inevitably face them in life,
and they cannot learn if we con-
stantly seek to protect them at any
cost from experiencing any kind of
disappointment or understanding the
consequences of their actions. If they
get a “C,” they will perhaps work
harder. If we demand that their
teacher change their grade to a “B,”
what will they learn from us? In
2008, may we learn to help our chil-
dren grow.

To our soldiers in uniform: What
can we say to you who risk your lives
for our country? Only this: We pledge
to be better than we are, to resolve the
foolish squabbling among us, to heal
the divisions that plague us, to ignore
the attempts to involve us in the latest
celebrity gossip and concentrate on
the real issues; in short, to be a better
nation, one worthy of your service
and sacrifice.

To all of us: as we strive to better
ourselves and our nation, may we
have a Blessed New Year.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is senior rabbi at

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Willow Grove Music Sunday
To Feature Harpist, Choir

 SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
present a Music Sunday Worship Ser-
vice on December 16 at 10:30 a.m.
Members of the community are in-
vited to attend.

The service will feature guest harp-
ist Joanne Christine Hansen, who has
performed both in the United States
and abroad. She was the principal
harpist of the Orquesta Filarmonica
de Bogota, Colombia for eight sea-
sons and appeared in concert exten-
sively in Colombia both as a soloist
and with chamber ensembles.

Ms. Hansen also has been principal
harpist of the Sinfonica Nacional de
Panama and later entertained as a
classical solo harpist in Ascona, Swit-
zerland. Since returning to the United
States in 1991, she has appeared regu-
larly with such ensembles as the New
Jersey Pops, Connecticut Grand Op-
era, American Repertory Ballet Or-
chestra, Manhattan Chamber Orches-
tra and Long Island Opera. She also
has accompanied and done backup
work for various artists.

Director of Music Paul DiDario
will direct the choir as it presents

special choral pieces including John
Rutter’s “Candlelight Carol.” Church
organist Marilyn Thorne will join the
choir. Both traditional Christmas car-
ols and contemporary songs will be
sung throughout the service. The Rev-
erend Cynthia Cochran-Carney’s ser-
mon, “Shepherds and Angels: Music
of Heaven and Earth,” will be based on
passages from Luke 2.

Light snacks and beverages will
be available for all in Ryno Hall
before and after the service.
Childcare and children’s classes are
provided during the worship service,
but youngsters also are welcome to
stay for the service.

Located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, the church is opposite
the south side firehouse and handi-
cap-accessible. For more details, call
the church office Monday through
Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

FCC Music Service
To Feature Messiah

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church will celebrate the
season of Advent with a special mu-
sical service on Sunday, December 9,
at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.

This year’s service will feature the
Christmas portion of Handel’s Mes-
siah, under the direction of organist
and Music Director Barbara Thomson.

Soloists will include Metropolitan
opera star Jane Bunnell, alto; her hus-
band, baritone Marc Embree; Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson, soprano, and
opera tenor Daniel Holmes. The 30-
voice Festival Chorus will perform.

The First Congregational Church is
a member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible via
a wheelchair ramp and offers infrared
listening devices for the hearing im-
paired. For more information, contact
the church at (908) 233-2494 or visit
its website at fccofwestfield.org.

Hetfield House to Offer
Gingerbread Festivities

MOUNTAINSIDE – A Ginger-
bread Open House event will take
place from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday,
December 16, at the historic Hetfield
House, located on Constitution Plaza
in Mountainside. Admission is free.

Various interactive events and
projects for children and adults alike
will be available, enhanced by appro-
priate holiday décor.

Among these activities will be gin-
gerbread ornaments to decorate, mini
holiday-flower arrangements to make,
mulled apple cider and gingerbread
to sample, and gingerbread houses on
display.

Additionally, the Deerfield School
Chorale and Woodwinds Ensemble
will entertain during the afternoon.
Santa and Mrs. Claus also will be on
hand to visit with children.

Through a grant from the Watts
Foundation, the house’s restored
kitchen fireplace will be in use
throughout the day, conditions per-
mitting. For more information, call
the Mountainside Historic Preserva-
tion Committee at (908) 789-9420.

Junior League Announces
Holiday Toy Sale Saturday

CRANFORD  – The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) will
hold a holiday toy sale at its Jumble
Store thrift shop this Saturday, De-
cember 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

New children’s toys will be avail-
able, with all proceeds benefiting the
JLEP’s community service initiatives.
In a departure from the Jumble Store’s
other special events, the toy sale will
feature only new toys, which will be
offered at thrift shop prices.

The thrift shop sells new and gen-

tly used, in-season clothing for men,
women and children, plus household
items, at discounted prices. The store
is located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, near the Cranford train sta-
tion, and is situated on the NJ Transit
South Avenue bus route and Raritan
Valley train line.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday (Thurs-
day until 8 p.m.) For more informa-
tion, call The Jumble Store at (908)
276-0222.

A non-profit organization, the JLEP
is comprised of women committed to
promoting volunteerism, developing
the potential of women and improv-
ing the community through the effec-
tive action and leadership of trained
volunteers. The JLEP serves indi-
viduals and organizations in need
throughout Greater Union County.
For more information, including how
to partner with the JLEP, visit
jlepnj.org or call (908) 709-1177.

Life of Jesus:  From Eternity to Eternity 
 
The Echo Lake Church of Christ will focus on the Jesus
for an entire year (with a few exceptions).  Beginning on 
Sunday, December 9th, each sermon for the Sunday
morning assembly will delve into the life of Jesus.  You 
will be able to find more information including a schedule
and audio of the lessons on our website. 
 
Also on December 9th, you are invited to our 16th Annual
Singing Fellowship.  The singing is congregational
(everyone sings) and a cappella (only voices).  We will be

concentrating on Jesus through hymns, readings, and
prayers.   It begins at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Bibles and Bible Studies are available for free at your 
convenience. 

Visitors are welcome at all of our assemblies! 

Sundays:    9:30  Bible Study 

10:30 Worship Assembly (includes 
weekly Communion, Hymns, 
prayers and sermon) 

  6:00 Worship Assembly 
Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study 
 

Intersection of E. Broad St. and Springfield Ave 

Westfield, NJ 07090  908-233-4946 

www.echolakechurch.org 

office@echolakechurch.org 

   

For more information, and to enroll in a Community 

CCRx plan, visit www.CommunityCCRx.com

or call 1-866-684-5353 (TTY/TDD users call 

1-866-684-5351), 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., everyday.
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  When it comes to

Medicare 
        Part D,

               we’re committed to 
     meeting your needs 

and earning 
your trust.

That’s why Community CCRxSM has been rated #1 in customer satisfaction 

among Medicare Part D enrollees.* Our CCRx-powered plans are built on the 

belief that the best way to make sure our members are satisfied is to build 

and support the bond they have with the community pharmacists they know 

and trust. Combine this philosophy with our outstanding plan features such as 

no, or low, co-pays and deductibles, and you’ll see why over a million members 

have come to trust Community CCRx for their prescription drug needs.

* Sources: According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) annual 
Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey; study date: 2007. 
Strategic Consumer Research Inc. conducted  an independent national study of 600 

  CCRx members and 600 competitor members in the same areas; study date: May 2007.   

The Community CCRx Medicare Prescription Drug Plan is offered by Pennsylvania Life
  Insurance Company and American Progressive Life & Health Insurance Company of 
  New York, which are contracted with the Federal government.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

LITTLE HELPERS…The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) will
hold its holiday toy sale on Saturday, December 8, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at its
Jumble Store thrift shop, located at 110 Walnut Avenue in Cranford. Children of
JLEP members, pictured clockwise from left, are: Owen Grahling, Ellie Rokicki,
Will Rokicki, Christian Robinson, William Grahling and Danny Stender.

Join our New “C Reiki Circle”….. a chance for those challenged with cancer to meet 
and unite as one, while meditating and having Reiki channeled to each person 

individually and as a group.  This circle will uplift and encourage, without discussing 
the downfalls of cancer.  There is an energy offering of $15.00 per person. 

First meeting:  Wednesday, December 12, 2007 @ 7:00 PM 

* Reiki (for humans & their dogs);  
* Stone Reiki Sessions;  
* Long Distance Reiki Sessions; 
* Meditations; 
* Seminars; 
* Spiritual Advisory Sessions; 
* Angel Card Readings. 

    Gift Certificates Available!!    
  Visa & Mastercard Accepted.

Caly Lehrer, Reiki Master & Spiritual Advisor
PO Box 492, Scotch Plains, NJ  |  908-222-0790  |  www.PeaceByPeace.net 

‘Charles Dickens’ Due
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will present “Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol” on Sun-
day, December 16, at 2 p.m. This one-
act, one-hour solo stage adaptation of
“A Christmas Carol” is based on a
condensed version of the novel that
Dickens used while on the second of
his historic reading tours of the United
States. All are welcome.

Greg Oliver Bodine of the North
Shore Theater Group adapted this
piece and will portray Dickens doing
a reading of his classic work. Through
changes of voice, gesture and expres-
sion, he will recreate multiple char-
acters from the tale. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information and to
register for this free program, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Senior Citizens Plan
Christmas Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its an-
nual Christmas luncheon on Mon-
day, December 10, at 1 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium on First Street in
Westfield. Parish seniors from the
Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Churches in Westfield are
invited to attend. Those who are in-
terested in attending may respond
by calling (908) 232-0365.


