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We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Open daily until 10pm
Join us for Complimentary Wine Samplings

every Tuesday and Friday from 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

WINE SHOPPING.
MADE EASY.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER...Laura Reiff of Westfield enjoys her Thanksgiving
vacation in Nicaragua. E-mail your travel photos to editor@goleader.com.

Food Donations Sought
For Holiday Season

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender welcomes resi-
dents to join the fight against hunger
by donating non-perishable foods this
holiday season.

Mrs. Stender said, “Small dona-
tions from residents and businesses
add up and have a big impact on
making a brighter, healthier holiday
season for many needy families.”

Non-perishable items may be
dropped off at Asw. Stender’s Scotch
Plains office Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Financial dona-
tions are also accepted and can be
made payable to The Community

Food Bank of New Jersey and mailed
to Asw. Stender, attn: Community
Food Drive, 1801 East Second Street
2nd floor., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

All donations are delivered to the
Community Food Bank in Hillside,
providing foods directly to individu-
als and families at risk of hunger.
Foods such as canned tuna, peanut
butter, canned meats, enriched cere-
als, soups and stews are encouraged.
Avoid glass containers.

For more information, visit
njfoodbank.org, call Asw. Stender at
(908) 668-1900 or send an email to
aswstender@njleg.org. Endaz of Mountainside

Completes Training
AREA — Army National Guard

Pvt. Brittany M. Endaz of
Mountainside has graduated from
basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, Columbia, S.C.

During the nine weeks of training,
the soldier studied the Army mission,
history, tradition and core values,
physical fitness, and received instruc-
tion and practice in basic combat
skills, military weapons, chemical
warfare and bayonet training, drill
and ceremony, marching, rifle marks-
manship, armed and unarmed com-
bat, map reading, field tactics, mili-
tary courtesy, military justice system,
basic first aid, foot marches and field
training exercises.

She is the daughter of Irene Dasilva
of Mountainside. Pvt. Endaz is a 2007
graduate of Governor Livingston High
School.

DeAlessandro Foundation
Pledges $500,000 to CIA

AREA — The DeAlessandro
Foundation has pledged a gift of
$500,000 to The Culinary Institute of
America (CIA) toward a fully
endowed scholarship in memory of
Dr. Joseph P. DeAlessandro, formerly
of Westfield.

Dr. DeAlessandro, who died in
2002, was a generous friend of the
CIA. He was an Honorary Member of
the college’s board of trustees and
received an
Honorary Doctorate
of Humane Letters in
1999 in recognition
of his support of
culinary education.

He was an early
supporter of the
Colavita Center for
Italian Food and
Wine on the CIA’s
Hyde Park campus.
The main dining
room of the Colavita
Center’s Ristorante
Caterina de’ Medici
is named in his honor.

“Dr. DeAlessandro advocated for
our students’ education and provided
significant guidance to the college,”
said James Heisey, CIA Interim Vice
President for Advancement. “No more
important task exists than preparing
our students for success in an
increasingly competitive and global
economy. Assuring financial
resources to the best and most
deserving students insures their
success and truly honors his legacy.”

The Dr. Joseph P. DeAlessandro
Memorial Scholarship will be offered
to two CIA students each year who
demonstrate academic excellence,
financial need, an exceptional interest
in Italian food and wine and a strong
interest in continuing their career in
the restaurant industry. Each recipient
will receive a $12,500 scholarship
award.

Prior to the turn of the millennium,
Mr. DeAlessandro favored readers of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times with his
articles on restaurant reviews. The
foundation has also contributed
generously to the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra as well as
worthy charities in the area.

The New Jersey-based

DeAlessandro Foundation,
established in 2003, invests in support
of people through education, human
services, the arts, the humanities, the
environment and science. In addition
to the CIA, healthcare, service,
cultural, and religious organizations
have been recipients of recent grants
from the foundation.

Founded in 1946, The Culinary
Institute of America is an independent,

not-for-profit college
offering bachelor’s
and associate
degrees in the
culinary arts and
baking and pastry
arts. A network of
more than 37,000
alumni in
foodservice and
hospitality has
helped the CIA earn
its reputation as the
world’s premier
culinary college.

The college’s main
campus is in Hyde

Park, N.Y. and at The Culinary
Institute of America at Greystone, in
St. Helena, Calif. For more
information, visit the CIA’s website
at ciachef.edu.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BROWNIES HAVE FUN…Brownies from Troop 146 of Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains visit the office of the newspaper in Westfield last Thursday
to learn how newspapers are made. Publisher Horace Corbin demonstrates using
the computers to make funny faces on photographs while the girls show their skills
with “Post It” notes to make funny faces in real life.

State Senate Eyes Speeding
Up Health Care Payments

TRENTON – Senate Bill S-2402
was approved in committee Monday,
geared to reform the processing and
payment for automobile insurance
claims by having health care provid-
ers paid faster and with fair compen-
sation. The bill would expand cover-
age for services performed at ambu-
latory surgical facilities. The bill now
heads to the Senate for consideration.

The legislation is sponsored by
Senator Nicholas Scutari (Linden) to
make changes to drivers’ personal
injury protection (PIP) claims through
their auto insurance policies – in-
tended to ensure providers are fairly
compensated for their services. Am-
bulatory surgical facilities are in-
cluded to the list of health care pro-
viders in the action approved by the
Senate Commerce Committee.

“There is no doubt that it is in
everybody’s best interest to have a
PIP fee schedule that is comprehen-
sive, definitive and binding,” said
Senator Scutari (LD-22). “It is also
essential that it be fair to all parties.
The present reimbursement system
does justly compensate health care
providers for vital services they pro-
vide, but this bill would create effi-
ciencies for the insurance and medi-
cal care industries.”

According to Senator Scutari, “The
Department of Banking and Insur-

ance (DOBI) proposed an expanded
fee schedule that would implement a
significant reduction to PIP reim-
bursements. This proposal could cre-
ate a boom for insurance providers,
but at the expense of those injured in
automobile accidents who need qual-
ity care. The DOBI failed to provide
a fee schedule that determines the fair
reimbursement cost for various ser-
vices performed by health care pro-
viders.”

“The current law says that DOBI’s
schedule should incorporate reason-
able fees of 75 percent of health care
providers in a given region,” said
Senator Scutari. “The commissioner
declined to do this; instead, he has
chosen to rely on indices such as
Medicare, which have very little prac-
tical relation to the real world cost of
medical services, and completely
negate the Legislature’s intent.”

Senator Scutari stated that the bill
would also require that claims be
paid by the insurer within 30 days,
and insurance companies would be
liable for interest, plus attorneys fees
and costs, for all late payments of
certain claims.

Senator Scutari also noted that the
bill would penalize insurers up to
$10,000 per claim if they are found to
have wrongfully delayed, withheld
or denied payment on claims.

Red Cross Seeks Toys
For the Area’s Needy

PLAINFIELD – The Tri-County
Red Cross (TCRC) is collecting new,
unopened toys to distribute to needy
children over the holidays. Families
with children who live in any of the
chapter’s 22 communities can sign
up until Friday, December 14 and
toys will be distributed at the
Plainfield and Elizabeth offices.

Businesses and civic organizations
can also serve as collection centers. If
interested, please contact Victor Web
at (908) 756-6414 extension no. 21.

To donate toys, visit TCRC loca-
tions in Elizabeth (16 Jefferson Av-
enue) and Plainfield (332 W. Front
Street). Toy collection will continue
through Monday, December 17.

The TCRC will distribute the toys
to families on Thursday, December
20 at its Elizabeth and Plainfield of-
fices. Those in need of toys for the
holidays may register by Friday, De-
cember 14 at either TCRC location.
Only families that have registered are

eligible to receive toys on Thursday,
December 20.

Donations can be made online at
tricountyredcross.org, by mailing a
check to Tri-County Red Cross, 332
W. Front Street, Plainfield, N.J.
07060, or by calling (908) 756-6414.

The TCRC serves 22 towns: Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Union,
Winfield, Dunellen, Edison (NW),
South Plainfield, Green Brook, North
Plainfield, Warren and Watchung.

Clarification
In the article about the Wizards of

the Mind Chess Club on November
29, it should be clarified that Mark
Schwartzman of Berkeley Heights is
a founder of the club and Interna-
tional Chess Master Leonid Sokolin
of Westfield is an instructor.

Dr. Joseph DeAlessandro


