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Thinking about locking-in
your heating oil price?
Talk to Petro first.

Switch to the Petro Ceiling Plan and protect your oil price now.
The Petro Ceiling Plan can help you protect your oil price now and hopefully 
take advantage of lower oil prices in the future. 

Serving our neighbors for over 100 years.
Petro is the country’s leading provider of home heating oil, so we can support all of your 
heating and cooling needs better than any other oil company. Plus, we live and work 
where you do, so we’re always here when you need us — 24/7, all year.

For more information on how we can help you with your 

home heating needs, call 866.526.8822.

petro.com

Ceiling Plan requires automatic delivery. Subject to credit approval and change without notice; additional terms and conditions may apply. Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000. 
Suffolk Lic. Nos. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 678944. CT Lic. No. S1-386512/HOD-183. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2007 Petro.  P_07165

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Tri-County Red Cross Names
FW Man Volunteer of Month

FANWOOD – The Tri-County Red
Cross has named Mike Prasad of
Fanwood November’s volunteer of
the month.

“Since his start as a volunteer with
the Tri-County Red Cross in June of
this year, Mike has continually gone
above and beyond the call of duty for
a volunteer,” the organization said in
a press release.

On November 18, Mr. Prasad re-
sponded to two fires. The first fire
occurred around midnight in an
apartment in Elizabeth, displacing
a family of seven with handicapped
needs.

 Mr. Prasad and the team of vol-
unteers found a hotel that could
accommodate the family, provided
them with the means to purchase
clothing and food and ensured that
they were taken care of after the
fire.

The second fire occurred in the
afternoon in Roselle Park, displacing
a family of five. Although the resi-
dents had an extensive family net-
work, Mr. Prasad and the volunteers
for the Red Cross were able to pro-
vide funds for food and clothing for
the family.

When asked about his response to
these fires, Mr. Prasad said, “The
more you can do for your community,
the better. Residents should take pride
in their community to make it a better
place for everyone.”

In addition to volunteering for
the Tri-County Red Cross Disaster
Action Team, Mr. Prasad is the team
leader of the Fanwood Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT). He said the two groups
compliment each other in provid-
ing the necessary emergency re-
sponse needed for people in the
community.

“In just six months Mike has
proven to be a top-notch volunteer
who is dedicated, reliable and will-
ing to do what it takes to ensure the
community is served,” said Nathan
Rudy, chief executive  officer of the
Tri-County Red Cross chapter. “The
Red Cross is an organization
founded upon volunteerism and
dedication to community, and Mike
exemplifies the highest examples
of our ideals.”

For more information, e-mail
webbv@usa.redcross.org or call (908)
756-6414.

Christopher & Timothy Boyle are Proud to
Announce the Opening of

   Offerings include 29 wines by the
glass, a menu reflecting both
gentlemen’s experiences in the
United States & Europe and live jazz
every night.
   The atmosphere is sophisticated
yet casual, rivaling any Manhattan
Bistro.
   A late night bar menu is available
Tuesday through Saturday evenings.
After dinner service until 11:00 PM.
   Finally, an adult refuge from the
daily grind.

908.232.7320
PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD16

Tues. - Thurs. Lunch 11:30 - 3:00 Dinner 5:00 - 9:30

Fri. - Sat. Lunch 11:30 - 3:00 Dinner 5:00 - 10:00 • Sun. Dinner 4:30 - 8:30

Gov. Corzine Nominates
Romankow for 2nd Term

COUNTY – Ending speculation
about the position of Union County
prosecutor, Governor Jon Corzine on
Monday nominated Ted Romankow
of Berkeley Heights for reappoint-
ment to a second, five-year term, ac-
cording to a press release issued by
Governor’s office. The nomination
now moves to State Senate for their
advice and consent.

“This position is a labor of love,” Mr.
Romankow told The Westfield Leader
and The Times on Tuesday. “I am look-
ing forward to serving another term.”

Mr. Romankow, 66, whose term
ended on July 26, assumed the post in
2002 after being appointed by then-
Governor Jim McGreevey, a Demo-
crat. He replaced Tom Manahan, who
was appointed in 1997 by Republican
Governor Christie Todd Whitman.

Mr. Romankow, a trial attorney spe-
cializing in civil and criminal litiga-
tion, left his firm, Garrubo, Romankow
and Rinaldo, to assume the office of
prosecutor. He brought 34 years of
experience as a trial attorney to the
office, with prior experience as a mu-
nicipal prosecutor for Berkeley Heights
and as a public defender for Rahway.

“Having experience on both sides
has given me perspective,” he told
The Leader/Times at the time.

Mr. Romankow also served as a
member for five years and as chair-
man for one year on the Union County
Ethics Committee.

“Holding the title of Special Mas-
ter on the [Union County] Ethics Com-
mittee involved hearing and adjudi-
cating ethics charges brought against
other attorneys,” he explained.

As the county’s chief law enforce-

ment officer, Mr. Romankow oversees
the administration of the Union County
Police Department, the Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the county’s police academy
in Scotch Plains. He coordinates the
law-enforcement activities of more
than 1,800 police officers in the
county’s 21 municipalities.

When he assumed his post, he enu-
merated some of his goals for the
county, including the coordination of
an anti-terrorism task force and an
anti-gang task force.

“Educating the police, public and
private business sectors will be key to
implementing security throughout the
county,” Mr. Romankow said.

FIVE MORE YEARS...Governor Jon
Corzine has nominated Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow for another
term. Above, he accepts an award from
the Union County Educational Services
Foundation on April 26 for his work
educating the public about Shaken Baby
Syndrome.

Holiday Savings At

any hair services

any highlights or
permanent wave service

new customers only

new customers only
or free manicure

Ample Parking Available • Walk-Ins Welcome

300 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ 908.232.7550

Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat., 8-6  Thurs. 8-8:30

20% Off

A Full Service Beauty Salon

15% Off

any nail services
skin care including microderm

new customers only

new customers only

La Bottega

Planner Says Wychwood
Proposal Needs Variances
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — John Boyle, a 40-
year resident of the Wychwood Road,
introduced an expert planner at Mon-
day night’s planning-board meeting,
resulting in an unexpected turn of
events in the continuation of a subdivi-
sion proposal for 200 Canterbury Lane.

Julie Marsella’s proposed subdivi-
sion would divide Wychwood’s “Little
Gatehouse” property into two single-
family lots with a home on each.

Dennis Hudacsko, a Union County
planner hired by the proposal’s oppo-
nents, said in his examination of the
zoning codes that the application is
deficient in applying for the proper
variances. He said since the applicant
did not seek those variances, the board
could not approve the application.

According to Mr. Hudacsko, a re-
evaluation of lot lines is necessary
when an intersection involves streets
that are not straight lines. Since
Wychwood curves leading into the
intersection of East Broad Street,
where the property sits, he said the
frontage, lot width and rear-yard set-
back are not compliant with the town’s
building code and therefore the appli-
cation is  deficient. He said the appli-
cant put a false rear line on the plan.

The applicant’s attorney, Robert

Kraus, will have a chance to counter
his testimony at the board’s next meet-
ing on January 9.

Mr. Kraus brought two of his own
witnesses earlier in the evening. The
applicant’s brother, Frank Marsella,
described the process of his render-
ings to the board.

Prior to Mr. Hudacsko’s testimony,
planner Elizabeth McKenzie said the
property sits at the southwest corner
of Wychwood Road and Canterbury
Lane with a 300-foot frontage on
Wychwood. She said “just a corner”
of the land touches East Broad Street,
whereas Mr. Hudacsko testified that
the property’s frontage is 17.98 square
feet along East Broad.

Though the Little Gatehouse is listed
on the town’s historic-preservation
master plan, the house had never been
designated a historic site, Ms.
McKenzie said.

Multiple residents attending
Monday’s meeting said they believe
the property should be a historic site
and not altered in any way. More than
25 residents were in attendance.

“I encourage you to approve it,”
Ms. McKenzie said. “Because it has
not been designated by ordinance,
there is no historic control. At this
point, there are no local restrictions.”

“There is no detriment to the public
good,” Ms. McKenzie said. “I think
it’s preferable to have a subdivision.”

She said that if Ms. Marsella were to
sell the property, other scenarios would
be far worse, noting that per  the town’s
ordinance, one house could be erected
at 8,000 square feet. She said Ms.
Marsella plans contain home sizes con-
sistent keeping with the neighborhood.

Ms. McKenzie argued that the plan
follows the zoning ordinance in every
way, and said she believes the subdi-
vision  is a conforming application.

The board heard an application for
Hansel’s Carpets at 501-503 Central
Avenue. The flooring sales business
received approval pending revisions
to the application for an expansion of
the showroom and parking facilities.

Board members requested moving
the handicapped parking spot from the
street to the parking lot and shifting
the handicapped ramp to lead from the
front entrance into the parking area.
They said the rear fence must be four
feet high, not six feet as proposed.

goleader.com/classifieds

Kean Bill on Vets’ Jobs
Clears Labor Panel

TRENTON – The state senate la-
bor committee has approved legisla-
tion sponsored by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)  to insure that
soldiers returning from combat can
return to their previous employer.

Mr. Kean said, “Those who inter-
rupt their lives and careers to defend
our nation deserve to get their life
back when they return home.”

Existing law says those called into
active military service are entitled to
get their jobs back at the conclusion
of their tour of duty. Mr. Kean said
current law does not factor layoffs or
reorganizations eliminating the posi-
tions of that returning soldiers previ-
ously held.

Mr. Kean said this measure would
entitle an employee whose previous
job had been downsized to an equiva-
lent job or any other position available.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WYCHWOOD-GATE...A proposed subdivision for the property on which the
Wychwood South Gatehouse, pictured above, on Canterbury Lane sits brought
more than 25 residents to the Westfield Planning Board’s meeting on Monday
night. One Wychwood Road resident introduced an expert planner, who argued
that the application failed to request all necessary variances for the proposal. The
applicant’s attorney will counter the testimony at the board’s next meeting on
January 9.


