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Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our holiday newspapers will be mailed on Thursday, December 27,
2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008. Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December
24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum
of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

Christmas
Press Day
Monday,

December 24

New Year’s
Press Day
Monday,

December 31

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHAMPS AGAIN…The 141-member Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raider
marching band received recognition from the district’s board of education last
Thursday for taking first place in the U.S. Scholastic Band Association Group 6A
competition for the second consecutive year. Pictured, from left to right, are
student leaders of the band: Jessica Nagourney, Karthik Krishna Kumar, Victoria
McNally, Zachary Feldman, Nick Murray and Joe Ellis. Gail Marie Sprague is
missing from the photo.

have it flushed out in January. He said
it would be a budgetary item.

Scotch Plains switched to an elected
from an appointed mayor for the 2000
election. Berkeley Heights switched
to an elected mayor in the 2006 elec-
tion. Westfield changed its mayor and
council terms from two to four years
starting with the 2003 election.

Cranford, Springfield, Union and
Winfield are the only towns of the 21
municipalities in Union County that
still appoint their mayors.
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Cranford

“It’s getting absolutely crazy,” said
Mr. Estis, referring to the “signifi-
cant” insurance cost increases other
municipalities are also facing.

The governing body also discussed
efforts to prepare applications for next
year’s Community Development
Block Grant funds. The borough seeks
funds for senior-citizen bus transpor-
tation, a full-time senior-citizens pro-
gram coordinator and a start-up
handyman program serving local se-
niors.

“We want to put together a really
good, solid application package,”
said Mayor Mahr, directing the bor-
ough clerk to consider increasing
the amount of grant money re-
quested and possibly applying for
funds in more than one program
category.
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FW Council

Sheriff’s Officers Round Up
‘Deadbeats’ in Morning Raid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Officers arrested 46
“deadbeat dads” early Tuesday morn-
ing as part of raids conducted by the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich said the targets were 67
people owning a total of $1 million in
child-support payments. He said of
that number, 46 people from “six or
seven out of the 21” towns in Union
County, accounting for more than
$700,000 in outstanding child sup-
port, were arrested. Forty-four were
fathers; the other two were mothers.
Linden, Elizabeth and Rahway were
among those towns where officers
conducted the raids.

“This is a statewide raid that we
are ordered from the state to ex-
ecute two times a year,” Sheriff

Froehlich said. Officers execute the
raids in coordination with the state’s
Department of Human Services and
other law-enforcement agencies. He
said the state informed his office of
the date of the raids “a few weeks
ago.”

The sheriff said the raids started at
4 a.m.; six three-man teams and two
transportation teams conducted them.
Two state judges sitting in Union
County set bail for some of the defen-
dants on Tuesday.

“There are some persons that lose
their jobs or have health problems
[that] the judge takes into consider-
ation,” the sheriff said. He said, how-
ever, that if a judge feels a parent has
purposely not paid support, he would
charge that parent.

“[Unpaid child support] is an on-
going issue,” Sheriff Froehlich said.

Weingarten Continues Run
For Congressional Seat
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Former state assembly-
man Joel Weingarten of Millburn an-
nounced last week he is considering
seeking the Republican nomination
for the open seventh-district Con-
gressional seat of Rep. Mike
Ferguson, who will not seek re-elec-
tion after four terms.

Mr. Weingarten, who served in the
legislature from 1996 to 2001, previ-
ously ran for Congress in 2000 but
came in third place behind Mr.
Ferguson and current State Senator
Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21, Westfield).

The former three-term legislator
said he would move to Summit from
Millburn if he enters the campaign.
Millburn was redistricted out of the
seventh district and into the 10th fol-
lowing the 2000 U.S. Census; Rep.
Donald Payne (D-Newark) represents
that district.

Mr. Weingarten said he has prop-
erty lined up to move into in Sum-
mit.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last Thurs-
day, Mr. Weingarten said his chil-
dren are now raised and said he thus
has the time to dedicate to serving
the public in Congress, acknowledg-
ing that the position requires “con-
siderable time” away from home.

He said his decision would be based
on whether “the voting public [is]
ready for a real discussion of the
issues and solutions, or is it to be
politics as usual.”

He said if the public wants to ad-
dress issues, he would be “very in-
terested” in the open Congressional
seat.

Mr. Weingarten, who served with

retired Senator Lou Bassano and As-
semblyman Kevin O’Toole (now LD-
40), is making phone calls through-
out the district to determine the sup-
port level his campaign would gener-
ate.

Mr. Weingarten said the Demo-
cratic National Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C., is “pouring tons of
money” into the campaign of likely
Democratic nominee Linda Stender,
a State assemblywoman serving LD-
22.

As a member of the assembly, Mr.
Weingarten represented Kenilworth,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Union in Union County, as well
as Millburn and seven other Essex
County towns.

When reached for comment Mon-
day, Kelly Hatfield, a former Summit
city councilwoman and board of edu-
cation member, said she was “seri-
ously considering” a run for Con-
gress and was “getting closer” to
making a decision.

“It’s a very big commitment. I want
Union County to field a successful
candidate in the June Primary,” she
said.

Citing her “15 years of experience
in local government,” Ms. Hatfield
said she believes she would be “an
effective advocate in Washington” for
the seventh district. She served on the
Summit council nine years and on the
school board for six.

Republicans who have declared
candidacy include Scotch Plains
Mayor Marty Marks, former Con-
gressional aide Kate Whitman, the
daughter of former Governor and
Environmental Protection Agency
administrator Christine Todd
Whitman, Assemblyman Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Flemington) and
Chris Venis of Hillsborough, a gov-
ernment relations professional and
former political campaign opera-
tive.

Mr. Lance, the senate minority
leader the past four years, listed “fis-
cal responsibility, ethical integrity and
environmental protection” as central
issues in the election.

“I believe my experience in Tren-
ton would be very helpful in Wash-
ington,” he said, specifically point-
ing to fiscal issues. He said he has
been an opponent of “[State] bor-
rowing without approval from vot-
ers.”

Although noting the importance of
fundraising, Mr. Lance said he be-
lieves the “primary consideration
should be who is the best person for
the job.”

Assemblyman Peter Biondi (LD-
16, Somerville), Republican Confer-
ence Leader in the assembly, is also
said to be considering his candidacy,
as are Warren Township Mayor Vic-
tor Sordillo, Hunterdon Freeholder-
elect Will Mennen, former pro wres-
tler Michael Illions and Scotch Plains
physician Matt Smith. Hunterdon
Freeholder Matt Holt, the grandson
of former U.S. Senator Clifford Case,
has said he would not run if Mr.
Lance entered the race.

Mr. Kean, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and
former Rep. Bob Franks of Berkeley
Heights have said they would not run
for the seat.

The 7th district includes 54 towns
spread across Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union Counties.

Horace Corbin contributed to this
report.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Tuesday, November 27, Michael J.
Madden, 49, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor-vehicle stop for
an outstanding warrant out of Riverdale.

Wednesday, November 28, Jaime
Valentin, 41, of Piscataway was arrested
for shoplifting from a local convenience
store. According to police, Valentin fled
the scene in a vehicle; police later appre-
hended him on South Avenue.

He was also arrested for providing po-
lice with false information and outstand-
ing warrants out of Watchung and
Bellville, as well as a Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant,
authorities said. Bail was $2,000 for the
Fanwood incidents, police said.

Thursday, November 29, Juan
Echeverria, 34, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor-vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue for an outstanding warrant out of
Warren Township.

Thursday, November 29, Breily E.
Rodriguez, 23, of Patterson was arrested
on an outstanding Patterson warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, November 29, Alicia Brown,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Somerset County no-bail body warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop on North Av-
enue. She was turned over to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, police said.

Thursday, November 29, an unidenti-
fied patron passed a counterfeit $50 bill to
a business in the 500 block of North Av-
enue. Police are investigating the incident.

Friday, November 30, Gregory Butler,
45, of Somerville was arrested on an
outstanding Somerville warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Monday, December 3, a resident in the
100 block of South Avenue reported some-
time between the hours of 4 p.m. and
10:25 p.m. someone entered his vehicle
and removed a pair of speakers valued at
$1,000 from the trunk. According to po-
lice, there was no sign of forced entry.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 30, an employee at

a Martine Avenue school reported that
someone removed a cell phone valued at
$250 from inside an office.

Sunday, December 2, Kareem
Abdelraouf, 19, of North Plainfield was
arrested for possession of marijuana after
police responded to a report of a suspi-
cious person on South Avenue.
Abdelraouf was transported to the Union
County jail after he was unable to post
bail, police said.

Sunday, December 2, a resident of
Highlander Drive reported that someone
smashed his mailbox, valued at $100.

Sunday, December 2, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that some-
one requested $25 worth of gas and then
left without paying for it. The attendant
was unable to supply a description of the
vehicle, police said.

Sunday, December 2, Samuel Shoulars,
43, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.

Sunday, December 2, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported that someone damaged
his front lawn. He placed the damage at
$300, police said.

Sunday, December 2, Ryjon Burke, 34,
of Westfield was arrested for driving while
intoxicated after a motor-vehicle stop.
According to police, Burke was stopped
for a violation, at which time a strong odor
of alcohol was detected. He was processed
and released with a summons, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 27, a resident of

Ridge Drive reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked vehicle and removed a
cell phone and $100 cash from her wallet.

Friday, November 30, Corey E. Brown,
28, of Roselle Park was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for having

no inspection sticker.
Wednesday, December 4, a resident of

Kings Court reported a fur coat missing
from his home. According to police, the
victim last remembered seeing the coat,
described as a brown or black full-length
coat, valued at $5,000, in February. The
incident is under investigation, police said.

Westfield
Saturday, November 24, Andrew

Rosenberg, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with underage possession of
alcohol after a motor-vehicle stop at
Knollwood Terrace and Shackamaxon
Drive. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Sunday, November 25, a Cranford resi-
dent reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged while parked on the 200 block of
Roger Avenue. Both the front and rear
passenger-side windows were smashed out.

Sunday, November 25, a motor vehicle
owned by a Westfield resident was dam-
aged while parked on the 100 block of
Rutgers Court. A window on the vehicle
was broken.

Sunday, November 25, a resident of
the 700 block of Prospect Street reported
that her motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in the driveway of her home.
Compact disks and an umbrella were taken
from the vehicle.

Monday, November 26, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported the theft of an iPod
Nano from her daughter’s backpack after
it was left behind at an East Broad Street
eatery.

Monday, November 26, Tommy Fields,
36, of Newark was arrested and charged
with burglary and theft in connection
with the burglary of a residence on the
500 block of Hillside Avenue.

Police discovered the burglary while in-
vestigating a report of a suspicious person.
Officers observed signs of forced entry at
the rear of the residence. Rooms inside the
home had been entered and items were
found in disarray, police said. It was un-
known what property was missing.

Fields was arrested by Mountainside
police and charged at Westfield police
headquarters. He was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of $7,500 bail.

Monday, November 26, a resident re-
ported a motor vehicle was burglarized in
Tamaques Park sometime between 7:30
a.m. and 1:45 p.m. on November 24.
Someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and stole approximately $200 worth of
items, police said

Tuesday, November 27, Kevin C.
Ungaretta, 25, of Clark was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Westfield
motor-vehicle warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Wednesday, November 28, Laurine
Connors, 44, of Fanwood was arrested on
the 1100 block of South Avenue, West,
and charged with possession of a prescrip-
tion legend drug and obtaining a con-
trolled dangerous substance by fraud. She
was released on her own recognizance.

Wednesday, November 28, Richard A.
Thomas, 42, of Westfield was arrested on
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on a
Scotch Plains criminal warrant. He was
released after posting $200 bail.

Wednesday, November 28, Erick Lewis,
35, of Cranford was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on a Westfield motor-
vehicle warrant. He was held at the Union
County jail in lieu of $650 bail.

Thursday, November 29, Todd Aurand,
30, of Summit was arrested on the 800
block of Central Avenue and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, December 1, Kyle Taylor,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol after
a motor-vehicle stop at Rahway Avenue
and Grove Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

for an open agenda meeting and on
Thursday, December 20, for a regular
public meeting.

Prior to the meeting, the board rec-
ognized the 141 members of the 2007
SPFHS  Raiders marching band,
which, for the second consecutive
year, placed first place in all of the
competitions for the U.S. Scholastic
Band Association Group 6A, which
took place at various venues across
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. The
band’s 2007 program was titled
“Quest: Vision of a Dream.”

The wins included first place at
the Central Jersey Regional Cham-
pionships, the New Jersey State
Championship and the Northern
States Championships. At the state
championship, the band won special
awards in two categories, including
a third-consecutive first place in best
percussion and an award for best
color guard.

The band placed second at the All
State competition, at which the per-
cussion and color guards again re-
ceived first place wins.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
congratulated the students on their
“highly successful competitive sea-
son.”

“You are the best of the best,” he
said. “You make this district, and all of
us, very proud. I’d like to thank you.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes added, “This is my second
year as superintendent and this is the
second year you won. There are great

expectations.”
Some who spoke said that the band

has achieved more than just awards
this season.

“It is not always about the destina-
tion, but about the journey,” band
director Durand Thomas said. “I think
that the journey that we went on this
year has been a great one.”

The board recognized student lead-
ers including band president Nick
Murray, drum majors Zachary
Feldman, Karthik Krishna Kumar and
Victoria McNally, percussion captain
Joe Ellis and color guard captains Gail
Marie Sprague and Jessica Nagourney.

The board also said the music
booster association has been named
“Volunteer Organization of the Year”
and was be recognized at last Friday’s
Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala.
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SP-F Board of Education

MS Council OK’s DOT
Sewer Work Off Rt. 22

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough
council has passed a resolution to
give the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) permission to make
storm-water drainage improvements
along Route 22.

The borough approved the concep-
tual design, presented to them by the
RBA Group, an engineering, archi-
tecture and planning firm, at the
council’s November 27 meeting. The
design displays certain storm-water
drainage improvements along sec-
tions along the north Mountain Av-
enue exit off Route 22.

In other council business, the bor-
ough renewed its contract with Com-
merce National Risk Control. All
Commercial Driver License (CDL)
holders are required to undergo ran-
dom CDL Drug and Alcohol Testing.
Council members said they have de-
termined a need for these services,
which will be provided by Commerce
National Risk Control at a rate of
$64.41 per CDL holder.

The council also renewed their con-
tract with Associated Humane Societ-
ies of Newark to provide animal con-
trol services for the borough in 2008.

The governing body also appointed
former councilman Ron Romak as
acting zoning official. Mr. Romak,
who is currently the public-works di-
rector, will be filling in for Ruth Rees
while she is on maternity leave. His
appointment took effect November 27.

The board introduced an ordinance
outlining membership fees for use of
the community pool.

Mr. Atkins told The Times earlier
this week that work on the exterior of
the 33-year-old building, which in-
cluded new windows, façade changes
and a new roof that is housing a new
heating and air-conditioning system,
is complete. The sidewalk in front of
the building will be replaced as soon
as possible, he said.

He said the contractor wanted to
perform the sidewalk work earlier,
but recent wet weather has resulted in
delays. The building’s new second-
floor addition above the police de-
partment is “95 percent done,” Mr.
Atkins said. He said much of the new
floor space has been divided up into
offices that police personnel, who
have been housed in the building’s
basement, will now use.

Before the police department can
reclaim its space, a Little Falls firm is
remediating some air-quality and re-
lated environmental problems in the
department’s first-floor space, a pro-
cess that started late last week and
should be completed next week. When
that work is done, workers will need

to complete some electrical work,
along with the “likely” installation of
some new walls in the first floor area
of the building, officials said.

Workers must also install the
department’s new communications cen-
ter. Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
The Times this week that the new com-
munications equipment is presently
being programmed and will be ready
for installation once the department is
cleared to re-enter the building.

He said that the displacement of his
department has not been easy but, he
said, “We had to face some adversity
in order to pick up some valuable
space for expansion.”
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Scotch Plains Town Hall

Borough Police to Participate
In DWI Holiday Crackdown
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Po-

lice Department (FPD) will be in-
creasing  drunk-driving enforcement
as part of New Jersey’s Over the Limit
Under Arrest 2007 Year End Crack-
down from tomorrow, December 7,
through Wednesday, January 2.

According to an FPD press release,
drunk drivers kill nearly 18,000 people
on the nation’s roads each year. In
New Jersey, 252 of the 748 motor
vehicle accident fatalities in 2005, or
35 percent, were alcohol related.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) reports that
nearly 97 percent of Americans view
drinking and driving by others as a
threat to their families and themselves.

“Indeed, Americans support
tougher enforcement and rank drunk
driving ahead of healthcare, poverty,
the environment and gun control as
an important social issue,” according
to the press release.

Law enforcement agencies partici-

pating in “Over the Limit Under Ar-
rest 2007 Year End Crackdown” offer
the following advice: “be responsible
and don’t risk driving impaired…
you will be caught; if you plan to
drink, choose a designated driver be-
fore going out; realize before going
out that every drink you have makes
it more difficult to know when you
have had too much to drive; take mass
transit, a taxi, or ask a sober friend for
a ride home; spend the night where
the activity is held; report impaired
drivers to law enforcement, (and) al-
ways buckle up – it’s your best de-
fense against an impaired driver.”

“The holiday season is a time of joy,
not tragedy,” said Pam Fischer, direc-
tor of the New Jersey Division of High-
way Traffic Safety. “The law enforce-
ment community and safety organiza-
tions of the state are committed to
eliminating impaired driving from our
roads, so that we may all enjoy a safe
and happy holiday season.”

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YMCA EXPANSION CONTINUES… Construction is continuing on the expan-
sion project at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA on Martine Avenue. The
project includes expansion of the parking area, construction of a new pool, and
replace of the “red house” facility with a children’s center for preschool and
kindergarten programs.


