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Below are four arcane words, each

with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Latibulize – To hibernate or burrow
2. Discerptibility – Capability or liabil-

ity to be torn apart or disunited
3. Tophaceous – Gritty; sandy
4. Amphoteric – Having both acid and

basic properties

NINUT
1. The magpie
2. In the ninth place, out of ten
3. A viceroy or very rich man
4. Dwarfed

PAYNIM
1. Small number; insufficiency
2. A thin, flat piece of metal; a disk
3. A large shield used in medieval

warfare as protection
4. A pagan or heathen

EXECRATION
1. Cursing
2. Defiling of religious symbols
3. Stealing bodies from graves for use

in dissection
4. A leave of absence granted a student

in English universities
CREPUSCULAR

1. Pertaining to twilight; glimmering
2. Having a crimson color
3. Flesh eating; carnivorous
4. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves

Thanks to Westfield Responders to
Daughter’s Breathing Emergency

Sub-Prime Mortgages: Why Wasn’t
Something Said and Done?

Thank you, Westfield, for Honor
Of Leading Town School System

Planting Trees, Not
Cutting, Is Progress

In an August 23 letter to The Westfield
Leader, Mr. Jack McHugh cautions us
that progress can be slowed if we concern
ourselves with historic preservation. I
would argue that increased preservation
of some things is, in fact, progress.

When Mr. McHugh advised the future
owner of his home in Westfield to cut
down a tree, it made me wonder what sort
of town he sees us progressing to. In the
summer, the shade that trees provide cools
roads, parked cars, homes and yards. Their
leaves absorb carbon dioxide and give off
oxygen. Trees baffle Westfield’s most
prominent ambient sounds – aircraft, road
traffic, and lawn-maintenance equipment.

To me, planting trees, not cutting them
down, is progress.

Sally Hanford
Westfield

No Response from Prosecutor on
Westfield Parking Ticket Letter

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

The recent Star Ledger editorial ques-
tioning the need for a multi-million dollar
federal “Safe Routes to School Program”
sheds light on the undeniable fact that our
kids are no longer walking to school,
citing a 40 percent reduction over the past
40 years. The editorial concludes that it is
the parents’ responsibility to get their
kids to walk and that while intentions are
noble, federal dollars could be spent more
wisely.

Times are surely different than they
were 40 years ago. More dual income
families mean more families do not have
the luxury of an available parent to safely
escort their kids to and from school. What
makes matters worse, crossing-guards are
typically not present for students enrolled
in early morning and afternoon care pro-
grams that are becoming increasingly im-
portant for working parents.

So while the back to school rush may
have included much heartfelt consider-
ation over supplies and fashionable attire,
what the best route our kids will walk to
school by has probably not even been
discussed. Why? Only 10 percent of stu-
dents today actually walk. If not bused,
most are dropped off by a parent, baby
sitter or neighborhood carpool.

Here’s the problem: parents who are
inclined to allow their children to walk to
school will not do so if they feel that their
children will not arrive safely. And who
can blame them? Nationally, New Jersey
experiences a disproportionate amount of
pedestrian injuries and fatalities with just
under180 deaths a year on average. The

Back to School,
Time for Pedestrian Safety

only state more dangerous for pedestrians
is the State of New York. Worse yet,
pedestrian fatalities rose about 8 percent
in New Jersey last year alone.

Within New Jersey, Union County has
an exceptionally high rate of pedestrian
fatalities, second only to Essex County.
Because of its high population density
and multiple urban areas, residents are
more vulnerable to traffic accidents. In-
creased traffic congestion will only exac-
erbate the problem. It’s no wonder we are
not encouraging our kids to walk.

Ask any avid walker and they will tell
you, drivers presume the right of way as
they speed through neighborhood streets.
We need to change our driving culture to
stop this frightening trend. Much like the
installation of seat belts in cars, let alone
the wearing of them, an attitude change
will be helped by a change in law.

That is why I sponsored legislation to
make our streets safer by requiring mo-
torists to stop for pedestrians in or wait-
ing to enter crosswalks. Current law
only requires motorists to yield. Yield-
ing clearly is not strong enough. Re-
quiring motorists to stop and educating
the public about this new policy, coupled
with enforcement, will create a new
driving culture that first and foremost
ensures safe conditions for pedestrians.
It’s important for our children to walk
to school safely, but whether it’s a
mother pushing a baby carriage, a se-
nior taking a stroll or a commuter walk-
ing to the train station, all residents
should be able to walk safely.

STARS Thanks Scotch Plains for
Support in Les Miserables

On a recent humid evening, my hus-
band and 14-year-old daughter went for
their usual run together. Although she
had taken her prescription inhaler prior to
running, she began to have difficulty
breathing and was wheezing. A kind resi-
dent of West Dudley Avenue, to whom
we are most grateful, allowed my hus-
band to use her phone to call me and
offered assistance until I arrived.

After picking them up and returning
home, my daughter’s breathing did not
improve despite another use of her in-
haler. I called 911 and within a minute or
so a Westfield police officer arrived and
administered oxygen. Members of the
Westfield Rescue Squad soon followed,

as well as a paramedic from Overlook
Hospital, to evaluate her. Fortunately her
condition gradually improved and it was
not necessary for her to be transported to
the hospital.

As a former ER nurse, I am sincerely
grateful not only for the prompt response
by the Westfield police, rescue squad and
the paramedics, but for their profession-
alism and caring treatment of my daugh-
ter.

Added note: She now carries a cell
phone as well as her inhaler when she
runs.

Anita Livesey
Westfield

This past spring, a group of high school
students got together and formed a group
called STARS (Student Thespians Are
Recreating the Stage). We had the people,
the knowledge and the support to begin a
summer stock program, but we were not
sure what to do with it.

We decided to begin at Town Hall in
Scotch Plains to see if there was anyone
interested in helping us out. Our search
ended there. We not only found the inter-
est, but we also found the support, enthu-
siasm and belief that we could actually do
this.

Our main goal was to have fun this
summer. On August 18 and August 19,
our dream came true. We performed Les
Miserables to audiences both nights that

exceeded 300 people. This would have
never happened without the people in
Scotch Plains.

We would like to publicly thank Ray
Poerio, Department of Parks and Recre-
ation and Mary DePaola, Cultural Arts
for getting this program off the ground
and helping in every way they could,
Mayor Marks, Tom Atkins and the entire
Scotch Plains Town Council for believ-
ing in us more than we could ask for, and
all the employees at town hall for putting
up with us the past few weeks.

Thank you everyone for joining our
crusade.

Gailmaire Sprague, Francesca
Lumetta, and the cast and crew of

Les Miserables

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Municipal Court and cop-
ied to The Westfield Leader.

Enclosed is payment of $20 paid under
protest of parking ticket AA5608, re-
ceived on July 23. Originally, I had de-
cided to fight the ticket and was given a
court date of August 29. However, I now
realize it is not cost effective for me to
lose a day’s pay to fight a $20 ticket.

In explanation of why I feel the ticket
is unfair, I did pay for a space (number
474) in Lot 4 but apparently I was parked
in space number 414. July 23 was the day
it poured heavily all day.

I was going to the Westfield Imaging
Center for an x-ray for a possible cracked
rib. When I got out of the car in the
teeming rain, I looked at the space num-
ber and it appeared to me to be 474. I put
$.75 for 1.5 hours. The wait turned out to

be longer than predicted, and I even came
out, again in the pouring rain, to put in
money for more time.

I realize that I did not pay for the space
my car was in, and that is the charge on the
ticket. But I did pay for a parking space
and made an effort (twice) to do so under
less than optimum circumstances.

I had written a letter to the prosecutor
on July 27, in hopes some consideration
could be given without me having to take
a day off from work to appear in court. I
have not received a reply so I am now
reluctantly paying the fine.

Enclosed are copies of the citation and
my sadly meaningless parking payment
receipts and the court appearance sum-
mons.

Mary Mahony
Westfield

As I reflect on my career as superinten-
dent of the Westfield Public Schools, I
have many people to thank. Whatever
success I can claim over the last 11 years
is largely the result of the work of an
exceptional staff, a dedicated board and
the support of an outstanding commu-
nity. I want to especially thank the school
administrators in Westfield who are dedi-
cated to continuous improvement of our
schools.

It has been a privilege to serve the
Westfield community and I will continue
to remain a resident and volunteer in local
organizations. I look forward to more

time to reflect, write, and cycle the roads
of New Jersey. I will miss my interaction
with the many able people who serve the
students of Westfield, but it is comforting
to know that I have an extremely qualified
successor in Dr. Margaret Dolan. She is
an experienced educator and a capable
leader who will look much better on TV36
than I did!

Thank you, Westfield, for the honor I
have had in leading the Westfield Public
Schools.

William Foley
Westfield

‘Murder’ of Rail System
‘Borders on Treason’
Three challengers to my comments on

my statements on the value of restoring
railroads must be refuted. First, during
the 30s, a consortium of GM, Firestone
and Standard Oil was formed to ride the
buses and bought GM cars on Firestone
Tires using Standard Oil gas. They were
charged with restraint of trade and the
matter was adjudicated in the Supreme
Court during the Eisenhower years. Ike
was the author of the Interstate “Defense”
Highway Project. Ike was told the I-Sys-
tem would destroy our taxpaying rail-
roads and strand people who did not drive.
That is just what Ike wanted, and we are
now paying the price.

Big Oil took over the Republicans lead-
ing to our present fiasco in Iraq where we
are in the there to steal their oil. The I-
System was built in part with tax money
stolen from our railroads. Even now,
Amtrak and rail transit suffers as they
alone must pay real estate taxes and fund
their own safety signal system. No road or
airport pays real estate taxes nor funds
their own signal system. The airlines do
not pay for Air Traffic Control. Almost
all Republicans are in on it, except for a
paltry few who must toe the line and try to
kill off energy-efficient railroads. Even
in Union County, we have the Junkyard
Dogs a.k.a. Watchdogs and their ilk as
these letters show.

To point out rails use energy is super-
fluous. All transport uses energy. But,
since it is far more efficient to pull than
carry freight and passengers on rail, trains
use far less. Arlene, as a chemistry teacher,
should be well aware of this. And for Pat
Q, who wants to cht, this is yet another
example of obscuring fact with hype. The
murder of our once far-reaching rail sys-
tem, which we now must pay trillions to
restore, is a crime bordering on treason.

And the crime continues. The bridge
collapses in Minneapolis that President
Bush wants to rebuild without raising our
abysmally low gas tax, is but another
example to the highway subsidy. Put on a
farebos recovery bias, we find road users
pay but 11 cents of their infrastructure
dollar. Computed thus, the US DOT’s
own records show all road use taxes cover
but two-thirds of Federal and state high-
ways. The other third, plus the entire cost
of county and town roads, halve police
traffic control, fire and rescue costs plus
the environ-mental disaster of paving an
area the size of New England are paid by
other taxes. Watchdogs, chew on that!
And the annual road kill of over 43,000
people on highways is another crime.
You three are bordering on treason. I rest
my case.

William Wright
Cranford

Many Westfield residents are feeling
the pain and anxiety of a volatile stock
market whose volatility has been caused
by the collapse of the sub-prime mort-
gage market due to rising interest rates
and the housing bubble burst and subse-
quent record foreclosures. Some Westfield
residents may be sub-prime mortgagors
who have been foreclosed or who face
foreclosure because of their inability to
make mortgage payments.

The questions that they should be ask-
ing include: Where was President Bush,
where was Congress, where was the Fed-
eral Reserve, where were the bank regu-
lators, where were the credit reporting
agencies, where were the stock brokerage
houses, where were the business school

deans and professors when banks and
other financial institutions were lending
mortgage money to people without an
income, without a job and without assets?
Why wasn’t something said and done
about this?

The world’s stock markets suffered
massive losses because of the irresponsi-
bility and perhaps even criminal conduct
of mortgage lenders who thought sub-
prime mortgage lending was the way to
make oodles of money. There should be
due diligence laws requiring lenders to
determine whether the people to be lent
money are in a financial position to repay
the loan as loan payments become due.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

As Summer Closes,
Elections Enter the Fall Agenda

It’s hard for most of us to acknowledge that sum-
mer is almost over. It’s a busy time for many, return-
ing from vacation, picking up loose ends and send-
ing young adults to college.

As a reminder, “The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times provide space each
week for candidates seeking elected office [includ-
ing party officials] to express their views to our
readers. Also, this is a standing offer extended to all
elected officials of the region currently serving. We
thank all those that participate.

Your views as a citizen are perhaps most impor-
tant. What issues do you believe our elected officials
should address? This is an important election year
for the State of New Jersey, the county and many
local municipalities. All 120 seats in the New Jersey
legislature are up for grabs in November, which will
mold the direction of our state for the next several
years. We believe it is important for you to be
involved and to keep up to date with the election
matters.

We are producing video interviews and posting
them on the Internet at goleader.com. Representa-
tive Mike Ferguson and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
have been gracious enough to participate thus far.
You can listen to them there. Senator Nicholas

Scutari’s office indicates the senator will arrange for
a time upon his return from vacation. We’re hoping
for responses to our invitations for video interviews
that have been extended to Asw. Linda Stender, Asm.
Jerry Green, Asm. Eric Munoz and the candidates for
Union County freeholder. Several of the Westfield
Town Council candidates have responded positively
to this initiative, and we extend this to other candi-
dates in the area.

Over the summer, our interns have assembled
election information web pages soon to be published
at goleader.com. Candidate photos, biographies, vid-
eos, terms of office, search capabilities and polling
information will be included.

In conjunction with Merry Wisler of the League of
Women Voters, candidate forums are being orga-
nized for public participation and for airing on local
television in October.

Our intent is to get to the heart of the issues
important to you locally – to keep you informed. Our
editors will apply their judgment on submittals to
avoid personal attacks on opponents, spin and “fluff.”
They may reject submissions deemed inappropriate.

We look forward to what our readers, leaders and
contenders have to say. Please contact
editor@goleader.com with your comments.

Thank You NJTransit for Action in
Repairing Westfield Handrails

NJTransit responded promptly, effectively and
courteously to the comments by Bruce Phillips of
Westfield last week in his letter to the editor about
the deteriorating handrails at the Westfield Train
Station. Several repairs have been implemented and
a complete inspection is ensuing.

Joe Dee, spokesman for NJTransit, has been very
approachable in keeping everyone informed. Within
one day, this issue was on their action list and

handrails were repaired the next day.
We think this is how government agencies should

operate when the public raises legitimate issues of
concern. Nothing is better at instilling a warm sense
of goodwill than when a real person provides real
information and positive action is taken.

Thank you NJTransit.
Thank you citizen Phillips for noticing and for

speaking up.

The Tail (sic) of Westfield’s
‘Allie Gator’ at Gregory’s Pond

Sometimes, seemingly little stories capture the
imagination and interest of the public. Over the last
week, the Westfield alligator at Gregory’s Pond has
done just that. We’ve received more calls about the
alligator from readers providing information or seek-
ing more information. One reader even noted that the
last reported sighting on the government’s website
of an alligator in New Jersey was in 1942, at
Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield, of all places.

With each reported sighting, little “Allie Gator”
grew another foot. In a day or so, it had grown to a
length as long as five feet. Enterprising youngsters
set up a stand at Gregory’s pond selling Gatorade to
curiosity seekers.

Within a few days, “Allie Gator” had been video-
taped, on television and in the newspapers. Authori-
ties’ initial plans involved letting nature take its
course, presuming winter would end the tail (sic).

As Allie’s celebrity status grew, authorities too
found it fun to get involved. Alas, last Saturday, the

Westfield Police Department bravely “yellow taped”
the circumference of the pond. Spectators gathered,
but were kept at bay, while Fish and Wildlife agents
ventured into the deep.

“Allie” was lured from the lily pads and an alert
huntsman was able to affix the net. Eyewitnesses
recounted the struggle between man and beast – man
finally prevailing as “Allie Gator” was extracted
from Gregory’s Pond. He was rendered harmless
with his jowls taped closed, masking the rows of
razor sharp teeth.

The monster of the pond was no more, off presum-
ably to sanctuary in warmer climates. Some say the
geese rejoiced and returned to the pond the next day.

There have been many tales and tails from the town
throughout the years – and a plethora of writers
available to embellish. As the monster gator of
dimensions perhaps to five feet was measured that
day at Gregory’s Pond, the ruler of Allie counted
only 30 inches from head to tale (sic).


