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TOSS UP… Fourth graders at Franklin School in Westfield worked with art
teacher Marylee Massenzio to create boomerangs to “toss” over to Australia (via
the mail) and see if they would come back. They crafted the boomerangs in
Australian Aboriginal art style and included an introductory letter to a class
where a Franklin student’s cousin attends school down under. Not only did the
Australian students return the boomerangs, but they also sent Australian coins,
maps, pictures, posters and a copy of Australia Geographic magazine to Franklin
at the end of the school year. Pictured are Franklin students and Ms. Massenzio
with their boomerangs and Australian treasures.

Holy Trinity School
Graduates Class of 2007

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School recently gradu-
ated the class of 2007. The following
students completed the course of study
at Holy Trinity Interparochial and were
awarded diplomas on Friday, May 8:

Samantha Arnold, Bernadette
Calderone, Timothy Connell, Andrew
Convery, Catherine Davidson,
Kathleen Doyle, Jessica Feeley, Briana
Femia, Mary Beth Fiedler, Margaret
Fitzpatrick, Evan Gingrich, Veronica
Glennon, Peter Granstrand, Katherine
Greifeld, Cornelius Haggerty, Jeffrey
Harris, Kariah Johnson, Luke Kraft,
Shannon Lenahan, Erin Livesey, Peter
LiVolsi, Marissa Mastrocola, Breana
Liebowitz-McDaniel, Cara McGlew,
Edward McGovern, Kristy McMahon,
Marissa Minnicino, Mary Muldoon,
Ronald Munkittrick, Emily Nuila,
Charles Oliver, Sara Palasits, Mara
Pantano, Jake Penders, Matthew Pot-
ter, Sara Power, Jennifer Puleo, Idris
Sadiq, Matthew Schmicker, John
Serzan, Michelle Shimonov, Sean
Siburn, Emily Smith, Lauren
Stracquatanio, Raymond Thek,
Gabrielle Titone, Joseph Toegel,
Megan Tosato, and Jenna Trongone.

Graduating students were also
awarded various medals in honor of
their achievements.

Briana Femia won the General
Excellence Medal and the Spanish
Medal.

Emily Smith was awarded the Presi-
dential Achievement Award and the
Rich Dursee Scholarship.

The Msgr. Waterson award for ex-
cellence in Religious Studies went to
Peter LiVolsi.

Mathematics awards were given to
Jenna Trongone and Sara Power.

Sean Siburn (Science), Sara Power
(French and Drama), Peter LiVolsi
(English), Briana Femia (Spanish),
Jake Penders (American History), and
Joseph Toegel (Fine Arts and Com-

puter Science) won other subject ex-
cellence awards.

The Christian Leadership Award,
presented by the Home and School
Association, was given to Sara Power
and Jake Penders.

John Serzan and Megan Tosato won
the Scholar Athlete Awards, and the
Court Trinity Catholic Daughters
Award was given to Jake Penders.

The Loyola Scholarship, given in
honor of Dorothy Szot, was presented
to Briana Femia, Sean Siburn, and
Jenna Trongone. The Pantano Family
Foundation Award was given to Evan
Gingrich and Sara Power.

Ms. Szot announced that in addi-
tion to other scholarships, the follow-
ing high schools awarded significant
scholarships to members of the class:
Roselle Catholic Regional High
School, Mother Seton Regional High
School, St. Peter’s Preparatory
School, Union Catholic Regional
High School and Mount Saint Mary
Academy.

A record 22 girls will attend Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung, and
one student has been admitted to McNair
Academy, the number-one ranked pub-
lic school in New Jersey. Other Trinity
graduates will attend Westfield High
School, Mother Seton, Seton Hall Pre-
paratory School, St. Joseph of
Metuchen, Union Catholic, Watchung
Hills Regional High School, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Westfield Resident
Receives Scholarship
WESTFIELD – LandAmerica Fi-

nancial Group, Inc. announced that
the LandAmerica Foundation has
awarded Miriam Becker-Cohen of
Westfield a $2,000 college scholar-
ship for the 2007-2008 academic year.

Miriam will be a freshman at
Amherst College, majoring in for-
eign language. She graduated from
Westfield High School and is the
daughter of Sheila Becker and Lewis
Cohen. Ms. Becker-Cohen’s mother
is Vice President – Claims Counsel
for LandAmerica in Parsippany.

The LandAmerica Foundation an-
nually awards up to 20 scholarships
in the amount of $2,000 each for
dependent children of full-time
LandAmerica employees below the
level of executive vice president.

WF Student Receives
$3,000 from NJSCPA
WESTFIELD – Lee Tomasso, a

resident of Westfield and a student at
Rider University, was recently
awarded a $3,000 accounting schol-
arship from the New Jersey Society
of Certified Public Accountants
(NJSCPA).

The scholarship is part of the
NJSCPA’s annual scholarship pro-
gram, which this year awarded more
than $340,000 to 87 students from
across New Jersey.

The scholarship was presented at
the 47th Annual NJSCPA Scholar-
ship Awards Ceremony on April 19 at
the Sheraton in Iselin.

For more information on the
NJSCPA Scholarship Program, con-
tact Janice Amatucci at the NJSCPA
by phone at (973) 226-4494, exten-
sion 209, by e-mail at
jamatucci@njscpa.org or visit
njscpa.org/scholarships.

WF’s Graham Makes
Wake Forest Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C. has
named Jessica Graham to the
University’s dean’s list for the spring
2007 semester. Students who achieved
a grade point average of 3.0 or higher
were named to the list.

Jessica, a 2006 Westfield High
School graduate, is the daughter of
Frank and Linda Graham of Westfield.

SP’s Saunders Makes
Ursinus Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Heather
Saunders was named to the dean’s list
at Ursinus College for the spring 2007
semester, according to Dr. Judith
Levy, dean of the college.

A resident of Scotch Plains, she is
a Spanish major and a member of the
Class of 2007.

WF Student Makes
Wake Forest Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Brian Dunstan of
Westfield was recently named to the
Wake Forest University’s dean’s list
for spring semester.

Students who achieved a 3.0 or
higher grade point average were
named to the list.

93 Percent of WHS Grads
Embark On Higher Educ.

WESTFIELD – A total of 93 per-
cent of this year’s 435 Westfield High
School (WHS) graduates will em-
bark on the road to higher education
this fall.

According to a statistical report
released by the WHS Guidance Of-
fice, 85 percent will enter four-year
colleges and universities, while 7 per-
cent will attend two-year colleges
and less than 1 percent have entered
vocational, business and other post
high-school institutions. The remain-
der have accepted employment or had
future plans that were undecided at
the time of graduation.

Although the colleges selected are
from coast-to-coast, most of the col-
leges and universities chosen by the
class of 2007 are located in the east-
ern United States.

Some of the more popular out-of-
state colleges and universities selected
by this year’s graduates include New
York University (12 students); Uni-
versity of Delaware (11); University
of Maryland (nine); Loyola College
(nine); Marist College (eight); Lehigh
University (seven); and Quinnipiac
University (seven);

A total of 65 WHS graduates will
continue their education in New Jer-
sey, with 38 attending four-year col-
leges and universities and 27 entering
two-year colleges.

The most widely attended New Jer-
sey school is Rutgers, with 24 WHS
graduates attending various colleges

within the university. Montclair State
University is next in enrollment, with
6 students from WHS. Princeton
University is a destination for one of
this year’s WHS graduates.

In terms of two-year secondary in-
stitutions, Union County College will
welcome 25 WHS graduates this fall.

A total of 99 percent of WHS stu-
dents received diplomas this year,
including seven students who attended
special education out-of-district
schools.

A complete list of colleges attended
will be available in September on the
Guidance Department Web site lo-
cated at westfieldnjk12.org/
westfieldhigh.

UCC Offers Program
To Become an EKG

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Division of Economic De-
velopment and Continuing Educa-
tion now offers a certificate program
for becoming a Certified Patient Care
Technician.

One of the required courses for the
certification program is Electrocar-
diogram (EKG), which is offered
beginning on August 14 at the UCC
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue.

In this course, students will learn
the anatomy and physiology of the
cardiovascular system, medical ter-
minology related to the EKG, the
phases of the cardiac cycle, basic
EKG interpretations and the differ-
ence between normal and abnormal
EKGs.

Students will also become familiar
with the different equipment used
and how to properly set it up for use.
The proper identification techniques
of the patient and their bill of rights,
cardiac disorders and emergencies
and the pharmacology of the drugs
used in the treatment of cardiac disor-
ders will also be taught.

Upon completion of the course,
students will be able to take the Na-
tional Certification Exam in EKG.

To register for this course, contact
the Division of Economic Develop-
ment and Continuing Education at
(908) 709-7600.

Betancourt Attends
Cornell Summer College

WESTFIELD — Andres
Betancourt, a student at Westfield
High School, is attending the Cornell
University Summer College program
this summer. He joins over 700 other
outstanding high school sophomores,
juniors and seniors who are spending
one, three, four or six weeks on the
Cornell campus.

Summer college students take uni-
versity courses, earn college credits
and explore majors and career op-
tions in seminars designed especially
for them. These academically moti-
vated students were admitted to sum-
mer college based on their high school
records, standardized test scores, ap-
plication essays and recommenda-
tions from teachers or guidance coun-
selors.

Students who attend summer col-
lege have a chance to experience col-
lege before they begin filling out col-
lege applications.

They have the opportunity to ex-
plore a variety of academic areas as
well as prepare for future college
success.

Osborn Graduates PSU,
Interns at Great Swamp

WESTFIELD – Adam Osborn re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
in environmental resource manage-
ment during ceremonies at the Penn-
sylvania State University, University
Park campus in May.

Adam also completed the require-
ments for minors in environmental
soil science as well as watersheds
and water resources. A teaching as-
sistant in soils during the spring se-
mester, Adam was selected to partici-
pate in a three week goodwill trip to
Turkey and Jordan to study soil and
water resource management.

The group of students and profes-
sors met with agricultural leaders,
conducted soil tests, toured the an-
cient city of Petra in Jordan, rode
camels in the desert, swam in the
Dead Sea and visited other historic
and cultural areas.

Adam interned with the Environ-
mental Management Assistance Pro-
gram of the Penn State Business De-
velopment Center during the summer
of 2006, as well as during his senior
year.  He is currently an intern at the
Great Swamp National Wildlife Ref-
uge in Basking Ridge.

The son of Peter and Claudia
Osborn of Westfield, Adam is a 2003
Westfield High School graduate.

Franklin Names Alumnus
As Assistant Principal

WESTFIELD – Franklin School in
Westfield will welcome one of its
own graduates this fall as assistant
principal and ba-
sic skills teacher.

F o l l o w i n g
unanimous ap-
proval by the
Westfield Board of
Education on July
31, David Heller
will return to his
childhood school
and the district
from which he
graduated as an ad-
ministrator and
teacher.

“I was provided
with an amazing
education, which
helped shape me
into the man I am
today,” Mr. Heller
said, “and I hope I
can, in turn, help
out the next generation of Westfield
students.”

“I feel honored to join the dedi-
cated staff in Westfield,” he added.

Mr. Heller’s teaching career began
in 1998 as a fourth-grade teacher in
the Elizabeth Public Schools. Since

2001, he has taught fifth grade in the
Watchung school system, where he
was also the coordinator of the

school’s science
day program. This
year, he was hon-
ored as the
Watchung Rotary
Teacher of the
Year.

He earned a
Master’s degree in
Administration
and Supervision
from Kean Univer-
sity and a Bach-
elor of Science de-
gree in Education
f r o m
El izabe th town
College.

“Mr. Heller
brings solid class-
room teaching ex-
perience and
strong technology

skills to our new administrative team
at Franklin School,” said Eileen
Cambria, Franklin’s new principal.

“As a former Franklin School stu-
dent, Mr. Heller has a unique per-
spective and appreciation of the
Westfield community,” she added.

Mr. Heller will assume his new
position as assistant principal of
Franklin and Basic Skills teacher at
the start of the school year.

David Heller

SUMMIT, NEW PROVIDENCE
SCOTCH PLAINS, KENILWORTH

Our 31st Year of Service

Julian Applebaum Serves
As Landmark Volunteer

WESTFIELD – Sixteen-year-old
Julian Applebaum of Westfield spent
10 days last month as a Landmark
Volunteer, working with the Grand
Canyon Trust, a
nationally recog-
nized conservation
organization.

Between July
15 and July 25,
Julian was part of
a team that first
worked at the
Raymond Ranch
Wildlife Area near
Flagstaff, Ariz.
and later traveled
to the South Rim
of the Grand Can-
yon.

He and his fel-
low team members
removed invasive
plant species; cut
down juniper trees
to enable antelope
to better see preda-
tors and built
berms from pine
needles and boul-
ders to help direct
rainwater into the ground.

At the South Rim, they assisted
with a greenhouse and re-vegetation
program. Team members also visited
the Glen Canyon Dam on the Colo-
rado River, where they cleaned graf-
fiti off of sandstone formations.

Julian, the son of Jonathan and
Lynne Applebaum, will begin his jun-

ior year at Westfield High School this
fall. Besides being a member of the
school’s track and varsity cross-coun-
try teams, Julian plays bass in a south-

ern rock band and
shoots videos for
the family busi-
ness.

Now in its 16th
year, Landmark
Volunteers, based
in Sheffield,
Mass., is a non-
profit summer ser-
vice organization
that offers high
school students
the opportunity to
perform commu-
nity service at na-
tionally-recog-
nized historical,
cultural and envi-
ronmental or so-
cial service insti-
tutions through-
out the country.

The work of the
Grand Canyon
Trust is focused in
the greater Grand

Canyon region of northern Arizona
and in the red rock country of south-
ern Utah.

For more details about Landmark
Volunteers, please visit volunteers.com,
e-mail Landmark@volunteers.com,
call (413) 229-0255 or write to: Land-
mark Volunteers, P.O. Box 455,
Sheffield, Mass. 01257.

HIGH ADVENTURE…Julian
Applebaum of Westfield stands before
the Grand Canyon during his 10-day
experience last month as a Landmark
Volunteer. He and fellow team mem-
bers worked to preserve the area’s land-
scape, plants and wildlife.

MOVIN’ ON UP… Ethan B. of Scotch Plains sings a solo at The Children’s
Institute Moving Up Ceremony.

Courtesy of Ann Dassing
TIME TO MOVE UP… Joseph C. of Scotch Plains receives a Moving Up
certificate from pre-school teacher Angela D’Addario at The Children’s Institute.
Students who participated in the Moving Up ceremony are moving from pre-
school classes to kindergarten. The Children’s Institute is a school for children
with autism and emotional and learning disabilities. For more information,
contact Dr. Bruce Ettinger at (973) 509-3050.

Lemus Graduates
From Dartmouth

SCOTCH PLAINS – Monique
Lemus of Scotch Plains graduated
from Dartmouth College as a mem-
ber of the Class of 2007.

She was one of more than 1,000
students receiving Bachelor of Arts
degrees at the 2007 Commencement
exercises. She majored in psychol-
ogy and is the daughter of Edmundo
Lemus and Marta Lemus.

Local Students Achieve
Dean’s List at Rochester

WESTFIELD — Three Westfield
students have been named to the
dean’s list for academic achievement
in the College of Arts, Sciences, and
Engineering for the spring 2007 se-
mester:

Rebecca Virginia Fallon, a junior
majoring in brain and cognitive sci-
ences, is the daughter of Charles and
Elizabeth Fallon and a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Ryan Thomas Burslem, a junior
majoring in economics, is the son of
Donna Burslem and a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Evan Dodge Bilheimer, a sopho-
more majoring in applied mathemat-
ics, is the son of Dr. Susan Kaye and
a graduate of Westfield High School.

Fromtling Named
To Ithaca Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Steven Fromtling,

son of  Westfield residents Robert
and Anne Fromtling, was named to
the dean’s list at Ithaca College’s
School of Humanities and Sciences
for the spring 2007 term.

To qualify for this academic honor,
students must attain a minimum grade
point average of 3.7 and complete a
minimum of 15 credit  hours, of which
at least 12 are graded.

Gerckens Participates
In Susquehanna Splash

WESTFIELD – Melissa Gerckens
of Westfield participated in SU Splash
(Susquehanna University Students
Promoting Leadership and Awareness
in Serving the Homeless) in
Selinsgrove, Pa. and Washington,
D.C. from July 29 to August 4.

In Selinsgrove, students partici-
pated in group work activities at Ha-
ven Ministries, a homeless shelter in
Sunbury, Pa.

In Washington, D.C., students vis-
ited local homeless shelters. They
also attended lectures, panels and
workshops.

Melissa will be a freshman at
Susquehanna, where she will study
business. She is a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Karl and Lynn Gerckens.

FW’s Bustos Receives
Natl. Language Award
FANWOOD — The United States

Achievement Academy (USAA) an-
nounced today that Terry Bustos of
Fanwood has been named a United
States National Award Winner in For-
eign Language.

The Academy recognizes fewer
than 10 percent of all American high
school students.

Terry, who attends the Union
County Magnet High School, was
nominated for the national award
by teacher Fabiola Mejia. Terry will
appear in the USAA’s Official Year-
book, which is published nation-
ally.

“Recognizing and supporting our
youth is more important that ever
before in America’s history. Certainly,
United States Achievement Academy
winners should be congratulated and
appreciated for their dedication to
excellence and achievement,” said
George Stevens, Founder of the
USAA.

The USAA selects winners on the
recommendations of teachers,
coaches, counselors and other quali-
fied sponsors and on the standards
of selection set forth by the acad-
emy.

The criteria for selection are a
student’s academic performance, in-
terest and aptitude, leadership quali-
ties, responsibility, enthusiasm, mo-
tivation to learn and improve, citizen-
ship, attitude and cooperative spirit,
dependability and recommendation
from a qualified sponsor.

SP Student Makes
SUNY Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua Kay, a
Scotch Plains resident, was recently
named to the SUNY Binghamton
dean’s list as part of the Watson School
of Engineering and Applied Science
for the spring 2007 semester.

Terry Bustos

Smith Participates
In Teacher Institute

WESTFIELD — Brooke Smith, a
teacher at the Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield, is working with
Prudence Bradley, a scientist at the
Schering-Plough Research Institute
(SPRI). 

Ms. Smith participated in the SPRI
Summer Institute for Teachers, a four-
week research program that intro-
duces middle school teachers to the
latest technologies in the field of phar-
maceutical science. 

By enabling teachers to function as
active members of a research team,
the SPRI Summer Institute seeks to
add to the enthusiasm of teaching
science while promoting an under-
standing of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, career options and applied
science.

This is the 13th year that SPRI has
offered the Summer Institute to local
teachers.

Local Students Earn
Degrees at Rensselaer
FANWOOD – Fanwood resi-

dents  Er ic Prat t  and Angela
Stanford were among the nearly
1,500 students who were awarded
degrees at Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute’s 201st Commence-
ment on May 19.

Angela received her Bachelor of
Science degree in interdisciplinary
science. Eric, who graduated Cum
Laude, received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in computer science.


