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The Catholic Elementary Schools in the
Archdiocese of Newark offer a positive,
encouraging and safe environment where
children can grow in body, mind and spirit.
Our caring, qualified teachers provide a
strong, academic foundation – over 97%
of Catholic school graduates advance
to college.

The Catholic Elementary Schools in
the Archdiocese of Newark are deeply
committed to helping students develop into

productive, responsible adults and citizens
with goals and direction in life. And
although Catholic faith-based values are
basic to our education, religious diversity
is an integral part of our classrooms.

Catholic Elementary School is the start
of a smart investment in your child’s future.
To help families manage tuition, we offer
flexible payment programs. This value-
based education is well worth the cost.

Then again, so are your children.

The Catholic Elementary Schools in the Archdiocese of Newark
Opening hearts, minds and doors.

To learn more about the Catholic
Elementary Schools in the Archdiocese of
Newark, please call (973) 497-4258.

Para mas información sobre las Escuelas
Católicas Elemtales de la Arquidiócesis de
Newark, favor de llamar al (973) 497-4258.
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8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.
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Munoz Calls for Governor to
Oppose NYC Commuter Tax

New Report Reviews RVSA
User-Charge System

SUMMIT – Republican Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz (LD-21) on
Monday said a decision by federal
transportation officials to not fund
the controversial “congestion pric-
ing” portion of a transportation plan
proposed by New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg should signal an
end to the “ill-advised” idea and called
on Governor Jon Corzine to take a
firm stand against the plan.

“Hopefully now that Mayor
Bloomberg sees there will be no fed-
eral dollars supporting this ‘conges-
tion pricing’ idea, he will do the right
thing and withdraw this proposal,”
said Mr. Munoz. “New Jersey com-
muters are already paying far too
much in taxes and tolls, and this
would be an unacceptable burden for
those motorists who must commute
into work in New York City.”

He responded to news reports that
the federal government has agreed to
provide $354 million for Mayor
Bloomberg’s plan to reduce traffic in
the city but left it to the city to come
up with the more than $200 million
needed for a system to charge extra
for people who drive into Manhattan
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

The Bloomberg proposal is to
charge drivers $8 and trucks $21 a
day to enter or leave Manhattan be-
low 86th Street on weekdays during
the workday.

Mr. Munoz was a sponsor of AR-
272, a bipartisan resolution passed
by the General Assembly in June

that memorializes the New York Leg-
islature to disapprove the New York
City congestion pricing pilot pro-
gram.

“In addition to the unacceptable
financial burden this would place on
already overburdened taxpayers, this
program would place a significant
demand on New Jersey’s transporta-
tion infrastructures,” Mr. Munoz
added. “New Jersey Transit could be
stretched beyond capacity as motor-
ists burdened by the congestion toll
turned to public transportation rider-
ship. It also could swell capacity on
local roads and alternative routes.”

Mr. Munoz also said that it was
time for Governor Corzine to take a
firm stand against the Bloomberg pro-
posal. To date, the Governor has ex-
pressed skepticism but has said he
wants to see details of the plan to
evaluate its impact.

“Governor Corzine should not leave
the door open to this congestion pric-
ing scheme and should issue a firm
repudiation of the plan,” Mr. Munoz
said. “New Jersey taxpayers are al-
ready overburdened and we know the
Governor is proposing possible toll
hikes as part of his asset monetization
plan. There is simply no excuse for
him to even consider the possibility
of adding even further to this bur-
den.”

Mr. Munoz encouraged residents
to call the Governor’s Office at (609)
292-6000 and urge him to oppose the
plan.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Last Thursday’s
meeting of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) began with
a presentation of a report reviewing
RVSA’s method of charging munici-
palities for services. The report found
some errors and inequities in the sys-
tem and made recommendations to
correct them.

The study, performed by engineer-
ing firm Hatch Mott MacDonald,
looked at the current system of user
charges and suggested ways to im-
prove its fairness and accuracy.
Russell Johnson gave the presenta-
tion. The study resulted from a law-
suit brought by the Township of Clark
disputing the current system.

The current system uses 19 flow
meters to measure the amount of flow
each municipality contributes. These
meters are placed near where sewer
mains cross municipal borders. Some-
times, for various reasons, some homes
in one town are serviced by the sewers
in another town. A mathematical for-
mula adjusts for those homes to main-
tain fairness, Mr. Johnson said.

He said Roselle Park is the one
municipality that is not metered. Part
of the study looked into the reason for
that. Hatch Mott examined the sys-
tem and installed temporary meters
to determine Roselle Park’s flow.

He said rather than the estimated
320,000 gallons per day, the town
generated about one million per day.

The study recommended that two
flow meters be added to the system to
measure Roselle Park’s sewage flow.
The result, it said, would likely triple
Roselle Park’s municipal sewerage
assessment. Mr. Johnson’s report es-
timated the additional cost at $35,000.

Charges are applied based on three
measurements: flow, biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD) and total suspended
solids (TSS), with each representing
one third of the cost. BOD uses the
sample’s demand for oxygen to mea-
sure how much biomass exists in the
sewage, while TSS measures how much
solid material is in the sewage.

The current system uses a method
called “grab sampling” to determine
how much each municipality contrib-
utes to the need to process these mate-
rials. The billing system uses a baseline
estimate and adjusts each municipality’s
charge accordingly, Mr. Johnson said.

When a town’s samples contain less
biomass and/or solids, its charges are
done at a “much lower” rate, referred
to as “negative loading.” Hatch Mott
recommended against using this pro-
cess, saying grab sampling can induce
inaccuracies due to location selected,
time of day of sampling, etc.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s interim
executive director, said a recent
change in monitoring practice has
resulted in Cranford, which has ben-
efited from negative loading situa-
tions in 2004 and 2006, moving to

close to its five-year moving average.
Hatch Mott representatives asked

the authority to change to a composite
monitoring system, essentially going
from a single sample to a more regular
schedule to reduce sample variability.
They estimated the cost of additional
sampling at $35,000 per year.

Hatch Mott also found that munici-
pal adjustments appeared to have “sig-
nificant” calculation errors. They sent
letters to each municipality’s engi-
neer, requesting information on homes
and locations of sewer connections.

Mr. Johnson said three communi-
ties – Woodbridge, Scotch Plains and
Kenilworth – have responded to the
inquiry. Most others said they were
working to provide the information.

Mr. Johnson said this process could
be complicated, including the possible
need to open manholes; he said slow
responses likely suggested a careful
job. Based on data from area water
companies, Hatch Mott suggested the
per-residence adjustment be reduced
from 300 gallons per day to 200, based
on average use of 234 gallons per day,
with 80 to 90 per cent being discharged.

The study looked at other struc-
tures for charging municipalities, such
as billing entirely on flow rate and use
of an EDU (equivalent dwelling unit)
system, using water company data to
determine charges. The firm rejected
those formats for a variety of reasons,
including high startup costs and the
need to rely on other sources for data.

The study concluded that the cur-
rent system is fair, though it requires
some corrections.

In other business, Manny Parada of
CCMS, the construction manager on
the cogeneration/sludge dryer project,
reported that the startup process for
the sludge dryer is underway. He said
Caterpillar has approved the connec-
tion of standby generators, a step to
get the plant operating without the
cogeneration portion, which is stalled
due to this past spring’s explosions.
The explosions occurred during en-
gine testing at cogeneration facility
and damaged exhaust components on
two of the facility’s four engines.

Don Sharp, reporting in place of Jim
Wancho as consulting engineer, noti-
fied the board of some unexpected bends
in sewer lines being slip lined. The
bends make it impossible to slide the
plastic lining pipe into the existing pipe.

Mr. Sharp asked for authorization
and funding to better identify pipe
locations in order enable more effi-
cient progress on the project. The board
agreed to the requested change order.

RVSA employee Tony Gencarelli
addressed the board with privatization
concerns related mostly to his inter-
pretation of United Water’s operation
of Rahway’s municipal water system.

Rahway commissioner Peter Pelissier
and Cranford commissioner James
Murphy, who disputed statements Mr.
Gencarelli made at a Cranford commit-
tee meeting, questioned his claims.

The Center for Orthopedic

Surgery and Sports Medicine

located at

Drs. Thrower and Bullek would like to take this

opportunity to welcome Dr. David M. Deramo

in joining their practice as of August 6, 2007.

Dr. Deramo specializes in complex surgery of

the shoulder and knee including arthoscopy

and knee replacement surgery.

We pride ourselves in providing

specialty orthopedic care.

202 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-7797

New Apiarist Strives to
Strengthen NJ’s Beehives

TRENTON – A 21-year veteran of
the New Jersey Department of Agri-
culture is trading cows, sheep and
pigs for a decidedly more delicate
member of the animal kingdom –
honeybees.

Tim Schuler, a senior animal health
technician for the department’s ani-
mal health division, has been named
the new state apiarist, and began that
job on August 20. He takes over the
position vacated last spring by the
retirement of then-state Apiarist Paul
Raybold.

“I want to help build up not only the
commercial beekeepers, but also the
hobbyists, the people who have 50,
60, 70 colonies,” Mr. Schuler said.
“They can take the pollination jobs
that sometimes may be too small for
the larger beekeepers to do.”

The state apiarist aids New Jersey’s

beekeeping industry by inspecting
hives for signs of disease or parasites,
ensures that colonies being brought
into New Jersey from other states for
pollination work on farms do not bring
disease or parasites into the state, and
works with educational institutions to
encourage more people to get involved
in beekeeping.

As for colony collapse disorder, the
mysterious dying-off of colonies for
that has struck the industry over the
past few years, Mr. Schuler said he “is
more than willing to work with the
researchers” in trying various ap-
proaches to finding the cause of the
problem and search for solutions.

His own personal theory is that
researchers have been looking too
hard for one cause when it is more
likely to be a combination of factors.

“It could be nutritional, could be
chemical, maybe even some viruses,”
Mr. Schuler said. “Over the last 100
years, there have been recorded times
of honeybee die-off. It’s usually lasted
a season, then things get back on
track.”

A past president of the New Jersey
Beekeepers Association and current
president of the South Jersey Bee-
keepers Association, Mr. Schuler
holds a bachelor’s degree from Dela-
ware Valley College of Science and
Agriculture and has also studied ento-
mology at Cumberland County Col-
lege.

Mr. Schuler said he also planned to
continue working closely with Rutgers
University and the New Jersey Bee-
keepers Association to expand the
“Bee-ginners Beekeeping” course
offered since last year.

Public Advocate Files Appeal
To Stop Telecom Decision

NEWARK — New Jersey Public
Advocate Ronald Chen announced
on Tuesday, August 14, the filing of
an appeal to reverse the Board of
Public Utilities’s (BPU) order that
would essentially deregulate local
phone service to an estimated
585,000 New Jersey customers.

The board’s June order removes
its authority to regulate rates, terms
and conditions of phone service for
the state’s 130 competitive local ex-
change carriers (CLECs), including
companies such as AT&T,
Cablevision and Comcast. Mr. Chen
is asking the Appellate Court to re-
verse that decision. Approximately
585,000 New Jersey ratepayers were
using CLEC services as of July 2006.
A CLEC is a telecommunications
provider company that generally
competes with established carriers.

“If this decision is left to stand,
the competitors to Verizon will be
free to charge whatever they want
and the board will be unable to regu-
late phone services,” Mr. Chen said.

Mr. Chen said the Department of
Public Advocate’s Division of Rate
Counsel filed the appeal in response
to the BPU decision on June 29,
2007 that reclassified New Jersey’s
CLECs as “competitive.” Under state
law, the BPU can deregulate a ser-
vice if it finds sufficient competition
in the market.

Fewer than 10 percent of the reg-
istered 130 CLECs in New Jersey
elected to participate in the BPU’s
proceedings examining deregulation,
Mr. Chen noted.

Under Appellate Court procedure,
the Division of Rate Counsel will
file a brief 45 days after the BPU
files a statement of items comprising
the record on appeal with the Appel-
late Division.

The Department of the Public Ad-
vocate represents the interests of
consumers of electric, natural gas,
water/sewer and telecommunications
and cable TV service. Additional in-
formation can be found on the
website at njpublicadvocate.gov.

BEE-AUTIFUL…  New State apiarist
Tim Schuler inspects a honeybee colony
in Columbus, Burlington County.


