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State Denies Cranford’s Bid
For Extraordinary Aid

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford town-
ship committee discussed the denial of
Cranford’s appliation for extraordinary
aid at its August 14 meeting.

This year, the township applied for
$1.3 million in extraordinary aid from
the state but was rejected. Since they
could not find relief there, township
officials said the town must increase
taxes to 10 points from eight points.

Tom Grady, director of finance,
treasurer and tax collector, told The
Leader/Times a tax point in Cranford
equals $165,000 in spending, trans-
lating to $18 in taxes per the average
home assessment of $180,000. The
total amended municipal budget for
this year is $27,912,664.

Due to the Nor’Easter in April, spend-
ing increased $298,000 for debris re-
moval, repair to the municipal court-
room on the ground floor of the munici-
pal building on Springfield Avenue,
police, fire and public works overtime,
and a down payment for a bond used to
repair the High Street footbridge and
the Riverside Drive dike. Officials said
the courtroom flooded during the April
storm causing damage to furniture, paint
and draperies.

Township officials said they are
waiting to hear a response to their
FEMA application, which they hoped
would have come before they had to
announce the revised budget.

To add to the expenditures, next
year’s budget would face a state-man-
dated increase in pension funding, of
which Cranford is obligated to dis-
burse $660,000 in 2008.

To add to the township’s unexpected
expenses, officials said that during the
August 10 rainstorm, the Cranford
Fire Department was hit by lightning,
about its fifth hit in seven years, knock-
ing out radio communications for three
days. The department was able to set
up temporary equipment through
Union County in the interim.

Fire Chief Leonard Dolans said it
took four to five hours for the emer-
gency frequency to come on. The
township’s insurance auditor has es-
timated damages to the tune of
$20,000 to $25,000. The fire depart-
ment replaced a cable extending to
the radio and repaired the antennae
on the Saturday after the storm but
still need to replace the console.

The township committee passed a
resolution to purchase a radio commu-
nications system for the fire depart-
ment. The insurance deductible is
$1,000 and Chief Dolans said he ex-
pected its insurance company to reim-
burse the township for the damages.

The  committee approved an ordi-
nance at its g to add eight new me-
tered parking spots by bumping out
the curb and aesthetic improvements
to the Post Office Plaza on Eastman
Street, and a replacement of the mu-
nicipal building’s generator.

Officials said the $173,500 geared
for the project, of which $125,000 is
for the generator and the remainder
for Post Office Plaza, are funds taken
from the Orchard Brook project, a
40-year flooding control issue that
has residents unhappy about the real-
location of the money.

The committee said last week that
they expect a grant of $100,000 for
police communications. If the grant is
received, previously allocated money
would go back into the Orchard Brook
project, which is up for review in 2008.

Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak said
the project must be redesigned be-
cause earlier drawings were not ac-
ceptable to all residents on West Holly
Street. He also said previously there
was not enough township committee
support for the funding.

During the meeting’s public com-
ments session, Martha Garcia of South
Union Avenue, a stay-at-home mother
who is running for the committee,
voiced concerns about the reactivation
of the Rahway freight railroad line. She
said there is no funding for phase two of
the project, which would extend the
line from Cranford to Summit.

“It could be a train to truck transfer
depot,” Ms. Garcia said.

In her research, she said she found
that in the first three years of activation
of the train line three trains would oper-
ate a week, which equals about 200
tractor-trailer trucks. In the fifth year,
she said residents could see five trains a
week, meaning about 400 tractor trail-
ers would traverse South Avenue.

“Can the streets of Cranford sup-
port this amount of traffic? What will
they contain?” she asked. “It’s a seri-
ous public safety concern.”

Other residents addressed the po-
tential senior housing for people ages
55 and up planned for Birchwood
Avenue by Woodmont Properties.
Residents have been upset about
building on the borders of the wet-
lands and have flooding concerns.

Other residents said the development
would alleviate taxes. The Cranford
Planning Board will continue to hear
the application at its Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19 meeting. If the board ap-
proves the application, it will then move
to the township committee.

Another topic on the agenda was
Cruiser Nights. Once a month, during
June, July and August on a Thursday
evening in downtown Cranford, the
township closes North Union and Alden
streets from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. for a free
classic car show. Some merchants have
complained about the blocking of the
roads, stating they lose sales revenue.
Others say it boosts business because
people have the freedom to mill around.

“The stores are packed,” said Bar-
bara Bilger, Director of the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce.

She said the operator of Just 4
Pooches, a dog supply store open
until 6 p.m. weekdays, has com-
plained to the Chamber about Cruiser
Nights. Mayor Michael Plick said
other merchants have found fault in
the street closings; he would not dis-
close the names of the merchants.

The committee opted to put a deci-
sion on Cruiser Nights on hold until
they can meet with the area busi-
nesses to discuss alternatives.

“If we move it to a parking lot they
won’t do it,” Ms. Bilger said.

She said car owners like the option
to walk around and get food and if it’s
the cars are displayed in a parking lot
they don’t have that freedom. The last
Cruiser Nights took place August 16.

SCOTCH PLAINS – A new state
law penned by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) will
help ensure that families of pre-teen
and teenage girls receive the most
current information about how to pre-
vent cervical cancer.

Parents and guardians of students
in grades 7 through 12 will receive an
educational fact sheet about the hu-
man papillomavirus (HPV), which
will include information about its
causes, symptoms, means of trans-
mission and most effective methods
of prevention.

The new law requires the Commis-
sioner of Education and the Commis-
sioner of Health and Senior Services
to develop and distribute an educa-
tional fact sheet for students in grades
7 through 12.  Private schools are
encouraged, but not required, to dis-
tribute the information.

“We are accustomed to think of
cancer as unpreventable due to its
genetic or environmental origins,”
said Asm. Stender.  “We need to get
the word out that some cancers are
spread by viruses and that a new
vaccine can dramatically cut risks of
infection.”

The human papillomavirus (HPV)
is one of the best-known examples of
cancer caused by infection with a
virus.  HPV is one of the most com-
mon sexually transmitted diseases in
the United States and can be spread
through sexual contact not involving
intercourse.

“This is a clear case where a parent’s
decisions can help a child begin adult-
hood with a solid foundation in pre-
ventive health care,” said Asm.
Stender.  “It is important for parents
to get the most up-to-date informa-
tion and make decisions that are in
the best interests of their daughters’
future health.”

There are more than 100 different
strains of HPV.  Most are harmless,
but certain strains can cause devastat-
ing health effects, including genital
warts and cervical cancer.  Overall, it
is estimated that at any given time,
20-40 million Americans are infected
with HPV.

HPV has been detected in over 90
percent of cervical cancer cases. The
American Cancer Society estimates
that over 9,700 new cases of HPV-
related cervical cancer will be diag-
nosed this year.

Research has also revealed that
smoking can increase the relative
risk of cervical cancer linked to HPV.
Nicotine and other byproducts con-
centrate in the cervical tissue and
decrease its natural ability to fight
off infections.  This finding is sig-
nificant because although the new
vaccine prevents the majority of HPV
infections, it does not prevent all of
them.

“The connection to smoking is es-
pecially disturbing because the num-
ber of young women who smoke has
gone up, even while other population
groups are cutting back,” Asm.
Stender said.  “We owe it to our
daughters to get the facts about HPV
out in the open.  The vaccine and
good life choices are both needed to
prevent this disease.”

Governor Corzine Taps State
Treasurer As New Chief of Staff
Governor Jon Corzine has named

State Treasurer Bradley Abelow as
his chief of staff, replacing Tom Shea.
Mr. Shea resigned from the public
payroll to work on Mr. Corzine’s per-
sonal payroll as an advisor for the
Governor’s “asset monetization” plan.
Mr. Abelow made headlines recently
when he sent a letter to mayors call-
ing Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce’s letter on asset monetiza-
tion misleading.

ELEC Looking Into
Rahway Dems Reports

The Star-Ledger has reported that
the state’s Election Law Enforcement
Commission (ELEC) is investigating
allegations that the Rahway Demo-
cratic Committee failed to submit le-
gally required campaign finance re-
ports for the 2006 municipal elec-
tions.

Rahway Democratic Chairman
Rick Proctor, a Union County free-
holder, told the paper, “We will coop-
erate fully with ELEC. Any problem

we had were oversights and not inten-
tional and not an attempt to evade our
legal obligations or violate the public
trust.”

Green Seeks Probe Into
Plainfield School Dist.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield) has asked the state
department of education to investi-
gate the operation of the Plainfield
school district following the ap-
pointment of an interim superinten-
dent at a rate of $850 per day, The
Star-Ledger has reported. Peter
Carter was hired as interim superin-
tendent June 8 after Paula Howard
resigned from that position, the ar-
ticle stated.

Mr. Green said he believes Ms.
Howard was forced to resign by the
board and should have been retained
for another month per her contract
and to ease the transition.

South. Carolina GOP Moves
Primary Date to January 19

CNN has reported that the South
Carolina Republican Party has moved
its primary from February 2 to Janu-
ary 19, two weeks earlier than some
20 other states, including New Jer-
sey, will hold their primaries. Florida
will hold its primary January 29. Iowa
has not announced when it will hold
its nominating caucus. New Hamp-
shire has also not announced its pri-
mary date.

Bramnick Wants Prosecutors
To Report Crimes by Illegals
Politicsnj.com has reported that

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) will introduce legis-
lation to require county prosecutors
to notify the federal Immigration
and Customs Enforcement Agency
whenever an illegal immigrant is
charged with a crime in their juris-
dictions.

Press Assoc. Joins Watchdog In
Fight Against Form for Records
The New Jersey Press Association

has joined the Union County Watch-
dog Association in its challenge of
Union County’s policy requiring citi-
zens to use a standardized form when
requesting public records, according
to The Star-Ledger. Tina Renna, the
association’s president, said the Gov-
ernment Records Council has over-
stepped its authority in issuing its
advisory opinion supporting Union
County’s new one-page form.

Police Arrest Doc.
For Sexual Assault

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office announced on Friday that a
Springfield physician surrendered to
authorities this morning based upon
an outstanding arrest warrant charg-
ing him with first degree aggravated
sexual assault.  Dr. James Mauti,
whose office is located at 406
Milltown Road, turned himself in to
authorities just after 11 am, was pro-
cessed, and appeared before Superior
Court Judge John S. Triarsi who set
his bail at $150,000.  Mauti was re-
leased after posting the bail.

Mauti, who practices sports and
internal medicine, was charged with
assaulting a woman on November 25,
2006 at his office after sedating her
with multiple drugs in preparation
for a medical procedure.  The victim
was a patient and former employee of
the doctor’s.

The charge came after a lengthy
investigation by the Springfield Po-
lice and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.  The investiga-
tion is on-going and authorities are
asking any members of the public
with information to contact Det. Judd
Levenson of the Springfield Police at
(973) 912-2249 or Det. Peter Klaskin
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office at (908) 527-4500.

Erratum
In last week’s page 2 release con-

cerning the Westfield United Way’s
fundraising campaign launch, the
wrong names appear under the
photo. From left to right are active
Westfield residents Cyrene and
David Foltz, who will return as
volunteer campaign co-chairs.

We regret the error.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations

JUNIOR ACHIEVERS…Fifth-grade Junior Girl Scout Troop 766 of Westfield’s
Jefferson Elementary School recently earned their Bronze Award – the highest
award a Junior Girl Scout can achieve. Their community service project included
creating games for and working at a spring carnival at the United Methodist
Church in Plainfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rebecca Kiefer, Lizzie
Kwok, Erin Yucetepe, Emma Lorenzo, Sarah Cronin, Rachel Fan, Tristan
Abaya, Morgan Maloney, Stephanie Milan and Cindy Xaio.


