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We Possess Power to Save
Lives Around the World

By REV. ED CARLL

I was privileged to take a trip to
Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda this past
February, seeing first-hand what
hospitality and generosity looks like
when partnerships are formed
between faith communities in
another continent.

While there with Church World
Service, an ecumenical relief and
development ministry supported by
most mainline Protestant churches, I
also witnessed the superb work of
Catholic Relief Services, American
Jewish World Service and several
other non-governmental international
relief and development organizations
which are saving lives, educating for
the future and providing the basics
for life to go on one more day.

Having taken this eye-opening,
spirit-changing trip to Africa, one
thing became intensely obvious and
has remained so: without the support
of and partnership with those of us in
the developed, privileged one-third
world, everyday life for millions of
people in the two-thirds world would
remain completely desperate.

It is one thing to watch it on “60
Minutes,” it is quite another to walk
through a village meeting
grandparents who have been left to
care for their AIDS-orphaned
grandchildren. It is one thing to hear
stories about the humanitarian aid
that comes through non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs), it is quite another to meet
and be embraced by someone for
whom life has changed dramatically
for the better because of it.

It was a mind-altering, heart-
changing experience to be welcomed
into a village with joyous drumming,
singing and dancing. My strongest
memories are of the children with
whom we played who now have clean
water to drink for the first time in
their lives; of families who have
learned how to avoid life-threatening
diseases and of the strong faith of the
dozens of faith-based educators and
social workers who have been
organizing local communities toward
personal and social change.

Since returning, I have been
thinking differently about my ability
to partner with people in the two-
thirds world, particularly Africa. As
the pastor of a congregation in a very
economically privileged part of the
world, I have been thinking about
the hundreds of ways I can invite the
people whom I serve to remain
conscientious, vigilant and joyous
about sharing one of our most
abundant resources: our money.

One such invitation was offered
earlier this summer in a wonderful
“NothingButNets” fund-raiser at our
Vacation Bible School here at the
church. It was fun to help little
children begin to learn that they can
do a lot to save the lives of other
children in the world. They raised
over $900 to buy 90 mosquito nets!
The best thing is: they have learned
that they can make a difference. A
simple $10 mosquito net can save a
family from disease and death.

“NothingButNets” is a new
collaboration with the NBA, the Bill

and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
United Methodist Church, Sports
Illustrated and the United Nations
Foundation. If you haven’t heard
about this exciting new effort, I invite
you to take a minute to search on:
www.NothingButNets.net.

The United Nations High
Commission on Refugees
(UNHCR), United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the
Mentor Initiative have turned to the
United Nations Foundation and
“NothingButNets” for help. The
challenge is urgent – without outside
assistance, officials estimate 25
percent of the internally displaced
people in Chad will die from malaria.

Learn what you can do to save the
lives of a family during this rainy
season in Chad, with only $10. Talk
with your children or grandchildren
and teach them to be more generous
in a world that cries out for our help:
NothingButNets.net. Buy nets, enjoy
saving lives!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Carll is senior pastor of

the First United Methodist Church,
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Site Improvements Continue
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – With its prominent
location at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street and its
tall white spire, The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield is one of the
town’s most familiar landmarks.

In order to make access to the sanc-
tuary safe, secure and more easily
handicap-accessible, the 279-year-old
church is undergoing a major renova-
tion project to its front terrace.

Established in 1728, The Presbyte-
rian Church is firmly rooted as a
cornerstone in the formation of the
town itself. In his book, “A History of
the Town of Westfield, Union County,
New Jersey” (New York: Lewis His-
torical Publishing Co., 1923), Charles
A. Philhower wrote that on January
27, 1794, Westfield formally sepa-
rated from Elizabeth and was “made
a separate township – to be called the
Township of Westfield.”

In those days, Westfield was a
rural community that included The
Presbyterian Church, as few as 14
homes, a single store, one black-
smith shop, one tavern and one all-
ages schoolhouse.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield has a long history of mak-
ing capital improvements to its build-
ings and structures. A major renova-
tion project occurred in 1964 when,
in order to accommodate a growing
membership roster, the church was
literally cut in half and the front sec-
tion was moved on rollers 37 feet
towards East Broad Street.

This project actually added 30 feet
to the sanctuary without noticeable
change to the interior or exterior ap-
pearance of the building.

In 1997, major renovations to the
sanctuary were made in a Sanctuary
Revitalization Project. These reno-
vations included a new sound sys-
tem, carpeting, an enlarged welcome
entrance, air conditioning, a new
lighting system and chandeliers, or-
gan refurbishing and accessibility
additions.

The current 2007 Terrace Project
will complete a major milestone in
church planning and safety improve-
ments, benefiting all congregation
members and guests visiting the
church property.

The project itself has a long his-
tory, beginning with the formation of
a Terrace Project Committee in De-
cember 2005. The committee is com-
prised of six church members with
specific skills in planning, communi-
cations and engineering.

After meeting with town officials,
the groundbreaking was held on July
23 of this year. The scope of this
project includes replacing the sanc-
tuary terrace, steps and driveway; cre-
ating a welcoming, safe entrance for
the church community, and address-
ing significant water and moisture
problems in the lower levels of the
sanctuary.

A targeted completion date of mid-
September will coincide with the
church’s annual “Rally Day” event
on Sunday, September 16, that will

kick off the new church season.
A complete history of The Presby-

terian Church in Westfield is avail-
able in the church library, and mem-
bers of the staff are available to con-
duct tours of the buildings. Any in-
quiries regarding this project or spe-
cific questions about the church are
welcome. With advance notice, group
tours through The Presbyterian
Church Cemetery also may be ar-
ranged. For more information, please
visit westfieldpc.org or call the church
office at (908) 233-0301.

RIBBON CUTTING…The newly re-paved and re-lined parking lot on the La
Grande Avenue side of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church is officially open for
use. Pictured above, the Reverend David Jahnke, new pastor of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, and Trustees chairman Wendy Warwick cut the ribbon
following Sunday worship August 5.

A WORK IN PROGRESS…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at
Mountain Avenue and East Broad Street, undergoes front terrace renovations.
The project, slated for completion by mid-September to coincide with the start of
the new church season, will make access to the sanctuary safe, secure and more
easily handicap-accessible.

A LOOK BACK…Pictured above is
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
during 1964 renovations, when the
church was cut in half and the front
section moved on rollers 37 feet toward
East Broad Street to accommodate a
growing congregation. Additional en-
hancements were made to the land-
mark church in 1997. Established in
1728, The Presbyterian Church has
been a fixture of community life in the
town ever since.

– Obituaries –
Charlotte Irion, 82, Medical Secretary;
Active In Westfield Methodist Church

Charlotte Epps Irion, 82, of Ster-
ling, Va. died unexpectedly of heart
failure at her home on
Friday, August 3.

Born in Philadelphia,
Pa., she was a resident of
Fanwood and Westfield
from the mid-1930s until
1972.

Mrs. Irion worked as a
doctor’s assistant and
medical secretary in vari-
ous offices in New York
City and Westfield. In
1972, she moved to
North Ferrisburgh, Vt.
with her late husband to
run a farm supply and
hardware store. The Irions lived in
Vermont until 2004, when they
moved to Sterling, Va.

Mrs. Irion was a member of the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield and maintained lifelong
ties with members of the congrega-
tion and clergy there, notably the
Reverend Clark W. Hunt and music
director Phil Dietterich. In 2006 she
attended a reunion of church mem-
bers in North Carolina to celebrate
the 90th birthday of Dr. Hunt. She
also was a lifelong opera fan and

attended many performances at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York.

A 1943 graduate of
Westfield High School,
she earned her associate’s
degree in medical secre-
tarial science from Colby
Junior College in New
London, N.H. in 1945,
with highest academic
honors in the natural sci-
ences.

She and her husband,
Herbert “Bud” Irion, raised
four children in Fanwood
and Westfield. Mr. Irion
preceded her in death in
July 2005.

Surviving are three daughters, Su-
san Irion, Barbara Sawyer and Mar-
garet Brown; a son, Robert Irion, and
four granddaughters.

Services and interment are planned
for Saturday, August 18, in North
Ferrisburgh, Vt.

Arrangements are by the Adams-
Green Funeral Home in Herndon, Va.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Elena Irwin, 62, Lifelong Town Resident;
Touched Lives of All Who Knew Her

Elena “Lou” (Barker) Irwin, 62,
passed away on Wednesday, August
8, 2007, at home.

A lifelong resident of
Westfield, she touched the
lives of everyone who
knew her.

She was predeceased
by her beloved husband,
Donald, a patrolman with
the Westfield Police De-
partment, in 1988; by her
son, Jonathan Charles, in
1973, and by her sister,
Nancy Barker, in 1991.

Surviving are two loving daugh-
ters, Kimberley Lauton (and her hus-
band, Thomas) and Katie Irwin (and
her fiancé, Paul Campanile); three
devoted grandchildren, Miranda,
Donald and Max Lauton; two sis-
ters, Patricia Whitmore (and Ed) and
Charlene Jacobs (and Charles); a
brother, Charles Barker (and Nancy);
a sister-in-law, Lanna Ramagosa
(wife of the late Bill); 11 loving

nieces and nephews; many beloved
great-nieces and nephews, and many

dear friends.
A funeral service was

held on Saturday, August
11, at the First Congre-
gational Church of
Westfield. Interment took
place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by
the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

The family requests do-
nations in her memory be made to the
Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O. Box
356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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William M. O’Donnell
William M. O’Donnell of

Westfield died on Thursday, August
9, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he lived
in Westfield for most of his life.

Mr. O’Donnell was the owner of
CSE Inc. in Westfield for 16 years.

A graduate of Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Elec-
trical Engineering and a Master of
Science degree in Computer Science.

His father, Ronald J. O’Donnell,
predeceased him.

Surviving are his wife of 14 years,
Bonnie (Culver); a daughter, Kaycie;
his mother, Maureen (Nutting), and
two sisters, Kathy and Eileen.

A funeral service was held on Sun-
day, August 12, at the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the family.
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Registration to Begin
For ‘Y’ Fall Session

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” Fall 1 Session will run from
Tuesday, September 4, through Sat-
urday, October 27. Various new and
expanded programs will be available.

Registration for Gold and Silver
individual and family members will
begin this Saturday, August 18, at 7:15
a.m. Members will be able to register
online. Open registration for program
and new members will begin on Mon-
day, August 20, at 7:30 a.m.

Additionally, screenings and lec-
tures presented by Overlook Hospital
health educators will be featured at
the “Y” three times a week this fall.

A schedule of dates and times is
available at the main “Y” facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, and online at
westfieldynj.org. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2700 or
visit westfieldynj.org.

American Red Cross
Offers CPR Courses
AREA – The Tri-County Chapter

of the American Red Cross has an-
nounced the dates for a Cardiopul-
monary Resuscitation course cov-
ering Adult CPR/AED, Child CPR/
AED, Infant CPR and First Aid.

This course will first be offered
this Saturday, August 18, from 8:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. It will be held at the
American Red Cross office located
at 332 West Front Street in
Plainfield. Some or all portions of
the course may be taken.

The course also will take place on
Saturday, August 25, from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. in Spanish. This session
will be held at the American Red
Cross office located at 16 Jefferson
Avenue in Elizabeth. Some or all
portions of the course may be taken.

Ruth Smith Is Recognized
With Excellence Awards

WESTFIELD – The board of
trustees of Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation has an-
nounced that Executive Director
Ruth B. Smith has been named the
recipient of two awards in recogni-
tion of performance excellence.

Ms. Smith has been executive di-
rector of the Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation housing

facility for the past 17 years.
During the 76th Annual Meeting

and Exhibition of the New Jersey
Association of Homes and Services
for the Aging (NJAHSA), held in
Atlantic City May 30 to June 1, Ms.
Smith was presented with NJAHSA’s
2007 Distinguished Service Award.

With more than 30 years of ser-
vice, Ms. Smith is recognized as a
statewide leader in the field of af-
fordable senior housing, has been
pivotal in the development of pro-
grams and services, and also has
served as a mentor, confidante and
friend to current and emerging pro-
fessionals throughout the state.

Additionally, she has been se-
lected to receive the 2007 Dr.
Herbert Shore Outstanding Mentor
Award.

 This award will be given in rec-
ognition of her dedication, commit-
ment and compassion for mentoring
persons working in senior housing.
She will receive it at the American
Association of Homes and Services
for the Aging’s Annual Meeting and
Exposition in Orlando, Fla., which
will take place October 21 to 24.Ruth Smith

Newcomers Club Posts
Date For Welcome Tea
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Newcomers Club
has invited new residents and those
who have been through a recent
lifestyle change such as a marriage, a
new baby or change of employment
to attend its annual September Wel-
come Tea.

This event will be held at 8 p.m. on
Thursday, September 20, at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 74 Martine Avenue, South, in
Fanwood. Current club members will
highlight the year’s upcoming activi-
ties such as Ladies Night Out, Morn-
ing Coffee, book discussions,
playgroups, toddler events and cook-
ing, among other offerings. In an ef-
fort to welcome new residents to the
area, local businesses are donating
gifts for the event.

A non-profit social organization,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcom-
ers Club offers daytime and evening
activities for women and their fami-
lies. For more information about the
club or the upcoming September Wel-
come Tea, please visit the club’s
website at scotchplains.com/newcom-
ers/ or call Jennifer at (908) 756-1464.


